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except  the  Portraits  and  Fishes,  were  drawn.  The  Fishes 
were  painted  from  nature  by  James  Inskipp,  Esq.,  who,  to 
distinguished  ability  in  his  profession,  unites  the  knowledge 
and  ardour  of  a  skilful  angler.  To  his  pencil  the  publisher  is 
likewise  indebted  for  the  charming  portraits  of  Walton  and 
Cotton,  "  in  their  vocation ; "  and  Mr  Inskipp's  favours  have 
been  much  enhanced  by  the  cordiality  and  zeal  with  which  he 
has  executed  this  important  department  of  the  work. 

To  general  readers,  as  well  as  to  Anglers,  the  portrait  of  the 
venerable  Walton,  engraved  by  Mr  Humphrys,  after  the  original 
by  Housman,  in  the  possession  of  the  Rev.  Dr  Hawes,  Preben- 
dary of  Salisbury,  will  perhaps  prove  the  most  attractive  illus- 
tration. From  that  picture  all  the  engraved  portraits  are  said 
to  have  been  taken ;  but  a  single  glance  will  show  that  in  none 
of  them  have  the  real  features  been  preserved.  The  present 
engraving  is,  however,  no  less  faithful  to  the  original  than 
remarkable  for  its  excellence  as  a  work  of  art ;  and  it  may  be 
said  that  a  perfect  resemblance  of  the  patriarch  of  Anglers  is 
now,  for  the  first  time,  published. 

With  respect  to  the  literary  improvements  which  are  presumed 
to  have  been  made,  and  the  plan  which  has  been  pursued,  in 
this  edition  of  the  Complete  Angler,  it  is  to  be  observed  that 
the  text  is  that  of  the  fifth  edition,  published  in  1676,  which 
was  the  last  that  was  revised  by  the  author ;  and  the  variations 
between  it  and  the  four  previous  editions  are  carefully  indicated 
at  the  foot  of  each  page.  These  variations  are  often  curious, 
it  being  well  known  that  Walton  very  considerably  enlarged 
the  second  and  the  fifth  edition  of  his  work.  As,  however,  a 
full  account  of  the  different  editions  of  the  Complete  Angler 
will  be  found  in  the  Memoir  of  Walton,  it  is  unnecessary  to 
say  more  on  the  subject 

Many  original  notes  have  been  added  to  a  selection  of 
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the  most  valuable  of  those  which  had  appeared  in  precedbg 
editions ;  and  though  the  former  are  chiefly  on  points  of  a 
literary  nature,  some  new  piscatory  illustrations,  from  the  pens 
of  experienced  Anglers,  will  be  found  among  them.* 

A  striking  feature  in  the  arrangement  of  this  edition  ought 
to  be  mentioned.  All  the  previous  editions  of  the  Complete 
Angler  are  divided  into  chapters  only,  without  any  reference 
to  the  chronological  plan  of  the  work.  The  dialogue  of  the 
First  Part  occupies  five  separate  days,  and  the  conclusion  of 
the  first  four  of  them  is  distinctly  marked  by  the  parties  sepa- 
rating for  the  night  Except  in  the  original  edition  of  1653, 
in  which  what  is  termed  a  ''  space "  occurs  at  those  places, 
there  is  no  apparent  division  of  time ;  and  the  dialogue  pro- 
ceeds, without  any  pause,  from  the  "good-night"  of  the 
preceding  evening,  to  the  greeting  and  sports  of  the  ensuing 
day,  whilst  the  break,  caused  by  a  new  chapter,  is  often  found 
in  the  middle  of  a  conversation,  without  the  slightest  change 
in  the  situation  of  the  parties,  merely  because  a  different 
subject,  or  rather  a  new  branch  of  the  same  subject,  is 
introduced. 

The  inconsistency  of  this  arrangement  of  a  work  so  dra- 
matic in  character  as  the  Complete  Angler  is  evident ;  and  it 
is  really  surprising  that  the  unities  of  the  piece  should  have 
hitherto  been  so  completely  lost  sight  oC 

In  this  edition,  the  dialogue  naturally  forms  five  divisions, 
marked  "The  First  Day,'*  "The  Second  Day,"  "The  Third 

*  The  foUowinf  ezplaiiatioo  of  the  initiab  of  the  authors  affixed  to  them  will  Identify 
titt  respecdre  contributors  :— 
H.  indicates  Sir  John  Hawkins,  the  editor  of  the  edition  imblished  in  X76a 
£.  Sr  Henry  Ellis,  K.H.,  editor  of  the  edition  published  by  Mr  Bagster,  X815. 
T.  Richard  Thomson,  Esq.,  of  the  London  Institution,  the  editor  of  the  edition  pul^ 

lisbed  by  Mr  Major,  182^ 
EiL  H.  is  the  signature  of  the  late  Mr  Haslewood. 
&  is  the  initial  of  Mr  John  Baker. 
Kor  the  notes  which  are  undistinguished  the  Editor  is  himself  responsible 
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Day,"  "The  Fourth  Day,"  and  "The  Fifth  Day;  "  and  no 
other  notice  is  taken  of  the  chapters  than  by  stating  at  the 
head  of  each  day  the  chapters  which  it  contains,  and  in- 
serting, in  the  margin,  the  number  and  title  of  each  of  them 
as  they  occur  in  the  fifth  edition. 

A  similar  plan  has  also  been  adopted  with  respect  to  the 
Second  Part  of  the  work,  by  Charles  Cotton,  the  dialogue  of 
which  occupies  three  days. 

The  research  which  has  been  used  in  seeking  for  new 
materials  for  the  Lives  of  Walton  and  Cotton  has  been  re- 
warded with  great  success  j  and  it  is  not  a  little  remarkable, 
that  the  sources  which  have  proved  most  fertile  were  as 
accessible  to  his  former  as  to  his  present  biographer.  The 
prefaces  to  Walton's  Lives  of  Donne,  Wotton,  Hooker,  Herbert, 
and  Sanderson,  as  well  as  those  memoirs  themselves,  abound 
in  anecdotes  or  traits  of  character  of  their  amiable  author, 
which  had  been  unaccountably  neglected.  Walton's  other 
pieces  were  scarcely  less  valuable  for  this  purpose ;  and  the 
same  renuu-k  applies  to  the  various  productions  of  Charles 
Cotton.  To  every  other  source  of  information  diligent 
application  has  also  been  made ;  and  many  new  facts,  espe- 
cially as  to  family  connections,  have  been  brought  to  light 
The  plan  upon  which  the  Memoirs  of  Walton  and  Cotton  have 
been  written,  was  to  introduce  every  word  in  which  they  have 
alluded  to  themselves,  so  as  to  render  them,  as  far  as  was 
practicable,  their  own  biographers.  With  this  view,  all  their 
Letters  which  could  be  found,  and  the  prefaces  and  dedications 
to  their  works,  have  been  printed  at  length,  whenever  they, 
in  any  way,  illustrated  the  character  of  the  writers. 

The  pleasing  duty  remains  of  offering  both  the  Publisher's 
and  the  Editor's  thanks  to  those  numerous  persons  from  whom 
they  have  derived  assistance.    The  list  is  long,  and  contains 
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some  names  distinguished  in  literature,  forming  strong  evidence 
of  the  homage  which,  at  the  distance  of  nearly  two  centuries, 
is  paid  by  genius  to  the  worth  of  "  Honest  Izaak." 

Among  the  individuals  by  whose  contributions  this  edition 
has  been  enriched,  the  names  of  Sir  Henry  Ellis,  K.H.,  the 
Principal  Librarian  of  the  British  Museum ;  the  Rev.  Dr  Bliss, 
of  the  Bodleian  Library ;  Charles  George  Young,  Esq.,  York 
Herald;  George  Frederick  Beltz,  Esq.,  K.H.,  Lancaster  Herald; 
the  Rev.  Joseph  Hunter;  Richard  Thomson,  Esq.,  of  the 
London  Institution ;  Mr  John  Baker ;  Sir  Francis  Sykes,  Bart ; 
Mr  Cafe ;  Thomas  B.  Chinn,  Esq.,  of  Lichfield ;  Edward  Jesse, 
Esq.,  of  Hampton  Court;  the  late  Joseph  Haslewood,  Esq.; 
B.  H.  Bright,  Esq. ;  and  Mr  Hatcher,  of  Salisbury,  are  deserv- 
ing of  particular  commemoration. 

As  the  Editor  was  well  aware  of  his  incompetency  to  make 
any  addition  to  the  science  of  halieutics,  he  undertook  with 
reluctance  the  task  of  superintending  an  edition  of  the  Complete 
Angler.  He  felt  that,  on  such  matters,  he  might,  like  Alexander 
ft-ome,  in  his  address  to  Walton,  ask  himself, 

"  What  make  I  here,  to  write  of  that 
I*m  tmskiird  in,  and  talk  I  know  not  what  ?  ** 

His  reluctance  was,  however,  but  of  short  duration,  for  no 
one  who  daily  witnessed  the  Publisher's  enthusiasm  could 
possibly  withstand  its  influence.  He  relieved  him  from  all 
his  difllculties  by  selecting  the  notes  which  relate  to  the  art ; 
wlule  his  own  attention  was  entirely  bestowed  on  the  literary 
and  biographical  parts  of  the  work.  It  has  been  to  his  friend 
Mr  Pickering  literally  a  labour  of  love.  Neither  time  nor 
expense  was  spared  to  produce  an  edition  of  the  Complete 
Angler  worthy  of  the  state  of  the  Arts  at  the  present  day,  and 
of  the  importance  which  was,  in  his  opinion,  due  to  the  subject ; 
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and  during  seven  years  in  which  the  work  has  been  in  progress, 
his  ardour  never  for  a  moment  abated.  It  is  now  for  the 
public  to  judge  of  the  result  of  his  efforts ;  and  the  Editor, 
who  has  so  often  benefited  by  his  bibliographical  knowledge, 
cannot  deny  himself  the  pleasure  of  expressing  a  hope  that 
he  to  whose  taste  and  exertions  these  volumes  owe  nearly  all 
their  value,  may  derive  from  them  the  credit  which  he  so  well 
deserves. 

N.  HARRIS  NICOLAS. 
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*'  Walton,  crime  it  were  to  leave  unsung^ 
Thy  gende  m%l,  thy  breast  unblanchM  by  wrong  ; 
And,  vivid  glowing  on  the  graphic  page, 
Thy  gtiileless  mannersi  and  thy  hallowed  age." 

IZAAK  Walton  was  bom  at  Stafford  on  the  9th  of  August  1593, 
and  was  baptized  there  on  the  21st  of  September  following.^  He 
was  the  son  of  Jcrvis  Walton  of  that  town,  who  is  presumed  to 
have  been  the  second  son  of  George  Walton,  sometime  bailiff  of 
Yoxball,^  SL  small  village  about  fifteen  miles  from  Stafford ;  beyond 
whom  the  pedigree  cannot  be  traced  with  certainty.^ 

The  name  of  Walton  existed  in  Staffordshire  at  an  early 
period,  and  was  general  in  that  county  about  the  middle  of  the 
sixteenth  century,  at  which  time  the  family  were  substantial 
yeomen.  Of  Izaak  Walton's  father,  Jervis  Walton,  nothing  has 
been  discovered,  except  what  occurs  in  the  register  of  St  Mary's 
Church  at  Stafford,  from  which  it  may  be  inferred  that  he  had  a 
second  son  named  Ambrose,  who  was  buried  on  the  3d  March 
1595—6,  and  who  probably  died  young.  Jervis  Walton  died  early 
in  February  1596-7,  and  was  buried  at  St  Mary's  on  the  nth  of 
that  month.  Of  his  wife,  not  even  the  name  has  been  discovered ; 
and  it  is  doubtful  whether  she  survived  her  husband. 

At  the  tender  age  of  four  years,  Izaak  Walton  seems,  there- 
fore, to  have  been  thrown  upon  the  world  an  orphan.  Of  his 
childhood,  his  guardians,  or  the  means  by  which  he  was  supported, 
nothing  whatever  is  known.  He  received  a  gdod,  though  not, 
strictly  speaking,  a  classical  education,  and  it  is  likely  that  he  was 
sent  to  the  granmiar-school  of  his  native  town  ;  but  not  a  single 

'  **'S93>  Sepcem.  Bapttx.  fuit  Isaac  filius  Jervis  Walton  xxi  die  roensis  et  anni 
pncdict. — Register  o£  St  Mary's,  Stafford.  l*he  date  of  his  birth  is  shown  by  the 
pteamUe  to  his  will. 

'  See  Pedigree,  No.  I.  in  the  Appendix  To  the  signature  to  his  will  he  added  "  late 
bayfieofYoxhalL" 

•  Some  remarks  on  the  pedigree  of  the  Walton  family  will  be  found  in  note  K  in  the 
Appendix. 
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fact  can  be  stated  respecting  him  from  the  time  of  his  baptism, 
until  he  attained  his  twentieth  year,  when  he  appears  to  have  been 
a  resident  of  London.  Neither  the  cause  nor  the  period  of  his 
removal  from  Stafford  to  the  metropolis  has  been  ascertained ; 
though  it  is  probable  that  he  was  apprenticed,  when  very  young, 
to  a  distant  relation  of  the  name  of  Henry  Walton,  who  was 
haberdasher  at  Whitechapel.* 

The  earliest  notice  *  of  Walton  after  his  birth  is  of  a  very  inter- 

*  This  conjecture  is  principally  fonnded  on  the  following  Cicts.  It  is  well  known  that 
Izaak  Walton  followed  the  trade  of  a  sempster  or  haberdasher.  Henry  Walton,  "  citizen 
and  haberdasher,  of  Whitechapel,"  is  so  described  in  the  will  of  his  cousin  Samuel  Walton, 
of  St  Mary's,  Cray,  in  Kent,  gentleman,  son  of  Henry  Walton,  citizen  and  cloth-w<»-ker, 
of  London,  dated  on  the  ad,  and  prov^  on  the  9th  of  April  1631 ;  and  his  connection 
with  the  county  of  Sufford  is  shown  by  the  testator's  mentioning  his  uncU  \o\ia.  Walton, 
of  Mathfield,  in  that  county,  who  may  have  been  the  father  of  the  said  Henry  Walton, 
of  Wbitechapel.  An  abstract  of  Henry  Walton's  will  is  inserted  in  Note  L  in  tho 
Appendix,  where  other  reasons  are  stated  for  thinking  the  hypothesis  correct  The 
records  of  the  Haberdashers'  Company  do  not  contain  the  names  of  Henry  or  Izaak 
Walton  between  x6oo  and  1630.  Sir  John  Hawkins  supposes  that  Walton  first  settled 
in  London  as  a  shopkeeper  in  the  Royal  Exchange,  under  the  patronage  of  Sir  Thomas 
Gresham.  but  his  opinion  has  been  shown  to  be  erroneous.  See  Anthony  Wood,  Athen. 
Oxon.  ed.  Bliss.  I.  698. 

ft  It  is  necessary  to  advert  to  an  article  which  appeared  in  a  weekly  publication  called 
The  Freebooter,  on  the  x8th  of  October  1833,  where  it  is  stated  that  "there  is  a 
manuscript  in  the  Lansdowne  Collection  of  the  British  Museum,  which  throws  some 
light  upon  the  early  life  of  Izaak  Walton.  By  whom  it  was  written,  and  at  what  precise 
date,  does  not  appear ;  but  the  handwriting  is  evidently  of  about  the  lime  of  the  Kevolu- 
tk>n,  and  in  it  the  author  speaks  of  Walton  as  '  uot  long  since  deceased,  to  the  great  grief 
of  all  his  loving  friends.'  *^ 

The  MS.,  it  is  said,  refers  very  much  to  the  interval  between  his  birth  in  1593  and 
x6s4 :  *'  it  fixes  the  place  of  his  education  at  Stafford,  where  he  was  bom,  and  from 
whence  he  removed  to  London,  where  he  was  regularly  apprenticed  to  one  Holmes.  « 
sempster,  with  whom  he  lived  until  he  was  twentytwo  or  twentyHhree  years  old.  Sir 
J.  Hawkins  conjectures  that  he  married  about  1633,  but  on  what  ground  it  is  difficult  to 
discover :  now  the  author  of  this  MS.  asserts  that  Walton  '  took  a  wife '  before  he  was 
twenty-four  years  old,  and  while  he  held  a  shop  near  the  Exchange.  The  date  of  his 
remoiniU  into  Fleet  Street  is  not  supplied  with  pi\Kision,  but  it  is  clear  that  it  was  at  lease 
as  early  as  1618,  and  after  his  marriage ;  but  the  document  is  written  in  a  rough,  sketchy 
style,  and  consists  generally  rather  of  biographical  hints  and  anecdotes  than  of  regular 
details  of  events  relating  to  any  of  the  persons  mentioned  in  the  volume,  of  which  the 
notice  of  Waltcm  forms  a  very  small  part."  **  The  author  of  the  MS.  speaks  of  Walton 
as  a  very  sweet  poet  in  his  youth,  and  more  than  all  in  matters  of  love.^ 

In  consequence  of  this  statement  considerable  trouble  has  been  taken  to  discover  the 
MS  alluded  to  ;  but  no  trace  of  it  can  be  found  in  the  British  Museum ;  and  it  is  nnre- 
sumed  that  the  article  is  a  mere  fiction.  No  reference  is  given  to  the  volume  in  which 
h  is  said  to  occur ;  and  if  such  an  interesting  account  ot  Walton  really  existed  in  a 
collection  so  well  known  and  so  fully  catalogued  as  the  Lansdowne  MSS.,  it  is  impos- 
^le  to  suppose  that  it  would  not  kmg  nnce  have  been  brought  to  light :  or  that  it  would 
have  escaped  .the  particular  search  which  has  been  recently  made  for  it  Be  this 
however  as  it  may,  little  reliance  could  be  pUced  on  the  article,  even  if  it  were  genuine, 
because  one  of  the  few  facu  suted  in  it  can  be  disproved,  as  it  is  said  that  Walton 
married  before  he  was  twentyfour  ^rears  of  age,  whereas  his  marriage  took  place  in 
December  1696,  when  he  was  about  thirty-three  ;  and  there  is^not  the  slightest  cause  to 
suppose  that  he  had  a  former  wife.  But  the  article  in  question  is  not  the  only  doubtful 
statement  which  has  been  published  respecting  Walton :  his  residence  in  the  Royal 
Sxchange ;  his  retirement  in  1643  to  a  cottage  in  Staffordshire,  where  Dr  Moriey  is  said 
to  have  found  an  asylum ;  and  his  having  written  the  eiMtaph  of  an  old  servant  called 
"David  Hookhamt"  (jl  name  very  appropriately  chosen  for  the  purpose),  who  died  in 
t6^%  aetat.  63  (vide  Gentleman's  Magazine,  VoL  C  part  II.  p.  ag^  are  equally 
<^PocryphaL 
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esting  nature,  as  it  is  intimately  connected  with  those  literary 
pursuits,  to  which  he  is  indebted  for  the  regard  of  posterity.  In 
1 619  a  small  poem  was  published,  entitled  "The  Love  of  Amos 
and  Laura,  written  by  S.  P."  which  was  dedicated  to  Walton  in 
the  following  verses : 

"to  MY  APTROVRU  AND  MUCH-RBSPBCTBO  FKIVNOy  12.  WA. 

To  thee,  thou  more  than  thrice  beloved  friend, 

I  too  unworthy  of  so  great  a  bliss ; 
These  harsh-tuned  lines  I  here  to  thee  commend. 

Thou  being  cause  it  is  now  as  it  is  : 
For  hadst  thou  held  thv  tongue,  by  silence  might 
These  have  been  buried  in  obliWous  night. 

If  thcv  were  pleasing,  I  would  call  them  thine. 

And  disavow  my  title  to  the  verse  : 
But  being  bad, '.I  needs  must  call  them  mine. 

No  ill  thing  can  be  clothed  in  thy  verse. 
Accept  them  then,  and  where  I  have  oflfended, 
Rase  thou  it  out,  and  let  it  be  amended.  S.  P.*  * 

It  is  evident  that  Walton  either  suggested  various  improvements 
in,  or  bad  written  part  of  the  poem,  whilst  two  of  the  lines  prove 
that  it  was  printed  at  his  reconmfiendation.  The  poem  was  first 
published  in  1613,  six  years  before,  together  with  three  others; 
but  in  the  only  known  copy  of  that  edition,^  which  is  unfortunately 
imperfect,  the  verses  to  Walton  do  not  occur ;  and,  it  is  doubtful 
whether  they  were  omitted,  or  have  been  abstracted  from  that 
particular  copy.  As  there  is  no  variation  (excepting  of  a  single 
word)  between  the  two  editions,  the  alterations,  which  the  author 
so  gratefully  acknowledges,  must  have  been  made  in  the  original 
manuscript ;  and  as  Walton  was  only  twenty  years  of  age  in 
16 1 3,  the  love  of  literature,  which  never  deserted  him,  must  have 
commenced  at  a  very  early  period  of  his  life.  Much  light  would 
perhaps  be  thrown  upon  this  part  of  Walton's  career,  if  "his 
more  than  thrice  beloved  friend,"  S.  P.,  could  be  identified  ;  but 
the  attempt  to  discover  him  has  not  been  successful,  though  some 
circumstances  render  it  likely  that  the  initials  were  those  of  Samuel 
Purchas,  the  author  of  "  The  Pilgrimage,"  who  is  known  to  have 

*  Attention  wa«  first  drawn  to  this  poem  by  J.  Payne  Collier,  Esq.,  in  the  Poetical 
Decameron,  voL  ii.  p^  izx.  A  copy  of  "The  Love  of  Amo«  and  Laura."  i8mo  ed  1619, 
will  be  found  in  the  British  Museum.    It  wa«  again  printed  in  4to  in  1628.    See  Note  7. 

7  In  the  libra^  of  Benjamin  Heywood  Bright,  Esq.  The  title  w  "Alcilia.  Pltilo- 
parthens  louing  iolly.  whereunto  js  added  Pignialions  Image :  with  the  Loue  of  Amos 
and  Lavra  and  also  Epigrammes  by  Sir  T.  H.  and  others,  never  before  imprinted. 
Loodon  for  Richard  Hawkins  dwelling  in  Chancery  Lane  near  Sarjeante  Inn,  1613."  4to. 
At  the  end  of  Alcilia  [edit  1619]  are  the  initials,  J.  C.  [John  Chalkhill  7]  Pigmalion's 
Image  is  by  John  Marston,  and  the  Epigrams  b^r  Sir  John  Harington.  Amos  and 
Laura  in  this  copy  k  without  the  dedicauon,  and  is  imperfect  at  the  end. 
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written  various  miscellaneous  pieces,  besides  the  works  which  bear 
his  name. 

Sir  John  Hawkins  states,  on  the  authority  of  a  deed  in  his 
possession,  that  in  1624  *'  Walton  dwelt  on  the  north  side  of 
Fleet  Street,  in  a  house  two  doors  west  of  the  end  of  Chancery 
Lane,  and  abutting  on  a  messuage  known  by  the  sign  of  the 
Harrow,  and  that  his  house  was  then  in  the  joint  occupation  of 
himself  and  a  hosier  called  John  Mason."  ^  Before  that  time  the 
celebrated  Dr  Donne  became  vicar  of  St  Dunstan  in  the  West ; 
and  an  intimacy  arose  between  Walton,  who  was  then  one  of  his 
parishioners,  and  himself,  which  ended  only  with  Donne's  life. 
The  veneration  which  Walton  entertained  for  his  learned  friend 
is  exhibited  in  the  memoir  which  he  prefixed  to  the  publication  of 
his  sermons,  as  well  as  in  the  elegy  which  he  wrote  upon  his 
decease. 

It  was  probably  through  Dr  Donne  that  Walton  became 
acquainted  with  Sir  Henry  Wotton,  Dr  Henry  King,  son  of  the 
Bishop  of  London,  John  Hales  of  Eton,  and  some  other  eminent 
persons,  particularly  divines.  He  was  also  slightly  known  to  Ben 
Jonson ;  *  he  speaks  of  Drayton,  on  one  occasion,  as  his  "  honest 
old  friend,"  and  on  another  as  his  "  old  deceased  friend  ;  **  ^  and 
he  appears  to  have  lived  on  terms  of  intimacy  with  many  of  the 
most  distinguished  literary  men  of  his  age. 

Such  part  of  his  time  as  was  not  occupied  by  his  business, 
seems,  therefore,  to  have  been  passed  in  the  society  of  men  whose 
acquaintance  is  sufficient  proof  of  the  esteem  in  which  his  talents 
were  held ;  whilst  the  friendship  of  Donne,  King,  and  Wotton,  is 
ample  evidence  of  his  moral  worth.  As  some  of  the  individuals 
alluded  to  were  fond  of  the  amusement  of  angling,  it  is  probable 
that  many  of  his  leisure  hours  were  passed  with  them  in  piscatory 
excursions  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Lea ;  and  his  amiable  and 
placid  temper,  his  agreeable  conversation,  and  unaffected  bene- 
volence, inspired  them  with  esteem  and  regard. 

After  having  been  more  than  ten  years  in  business,  Walton  thought 
himself  justified  in  incurring  the  expense  and  cares  of  married 
life.  His  biographers  have  fallen  into  great  mistakes  respecting 
his  wives ;  for,  according  to  Sir  John  Hawkins  and  Dr  Zouch,  he 
was  only  once  married  ;  and  the  latter  describes  him  to  have  de» 
rived  an  hereditary  attachment  to  the  Protestant  religion,  from  his 

>  Sir  Joha  Hawkins's  Life  of  Walton,  edited  by  Sir  Henry  Ellis,  K.H.,  and  prefixed 
to  the  edition  of  the  Complete  Angler  published  by  Bagster  in  28x5. 
»  Vide  postea.  1  Vide  pp.  124,  197,  postea. 
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mother  having  been  the  daughter  of  Edmund  Cranmer,  Archdeacon 
of  Canterbury,  and  niece  of  Archbishop  Cranmer.  Subsequent 
writers  have  doubted  the  acciuracy  of  these  statements  ;  and  whilst 
they  have  indulged  in  various  conjectures  on  the  subject,  without 
arriving  at  the  fact,  every  edition  of  "The  Complete  Angler," 
except  the  first,  has  contained  proof  of  the  name  of  his  wife.^ 

It  is  not  unlikely  that  Walton's  acquaintance  with  Dr  King 
was  the  cause  of  his  being  introduced  to  the  family  of  Floud  of 
Canterbury,  which  was  closely  connected  with  that  of  Cranmer, 
whom  King,  many  years  afterwards,  called  his  "  old  friends."  * 
Susannah,  daughter  of  Thomas  Cranmer  of  Canterbury  (son  of 
Edmund  Cranmer,  Archdeacon  of  Canterbury,  and  grand-nephew 
of  Archbishop  Cranmer),  was  bom  in  August  1579,  and  married  a 
gentleman  of  the  name  of  Floud,*^who  is  presimied  to  have  been 
Robert,  the  son  of  John  Floud,  fifth  son  of  Sir  Thomas  Floud,  of 
Milgate,  in  the  parish  of  Bradsted,  in  Kent,  and  the  descendant 
of  a  family  of  considerable  antiquity  in  Shropshire.^  He  died 
before  his  wife,  leaving  two  sons,  Jolm  and  Robert  Floud,  and  a 
daughter  of  the  name  of  Rachel. 

Of  the  sons  very  little  is  known.  Robert,  the  eldest,  was  of 
John's  College,  Cambridge,  where  he  proceeded  B.Ain  i627:« 
he  was  executor  to  his  mother  in  1635  ;  and  wrote  the  com- 
mendatory verses  to  his  "dear  brother-in-law,  Mr  Is.  Walton, 
on  his  Complete  Angler,"  ^  which  were  prefixed  to  the  second 
edition  of  that  work,  in  1655.  John  Floud,  the  second  son,  was 
under  twenty-eight  years  of  age  at  the  death  of  his  mother  in 
1635  ;  and  in  1655,  at  which  time  he  was  Master  of  Arts,  he 
also  addressed  verses  to  his  "  dear  brother-in-law,  Mr  Iz.  Walton, 
upon  his  Complete  Angler." 

Their  sister,  Rachel  Floud,  who  was  probably  bom  about  the 
year  1605,  was  married  to  Izaak  Walton,  in  the  Church  of  St 
Mildred,  at  Canterbury,  on  the  27th  of  December  1626.®  Soon 
after  Walton's  marriage,  Mrs  Floud,  his  wife's  mother,  appears  to 

*  This  fact  was  first  pointed  out  in  the  New  Series  of  the  Retrospective  Review,  ▼ol. 
E  p.  341,  by  the  Author  of  this  Memoir. 

*  Vide  postea. 

4  Vide  the  accompanying  pedigree  of  Cranmer,  for  which  the  Editor  is  indebted  to 
George  Frederic  Bcltz,  Esq..  Lancaster  Herald. 

*  Harlcian  MS.  154S,  f.  690,  and  Additional  MS.  5507,  in  the  British  Museum. 

*  Additional  MS.  5885,  fo.  93. 

7  To  his  »gnature  to  these  verses  the  letter  *'  C  "  is  added*  the  meaning  of  which  has 
not  been  discovered. 

*  Extract  from  the  Register  of  "  Maryagyes  "  in  the  parish  of  St  Mildred,  Canterbury, 
ibr  the  year  i6a6.  "Isaack  Walton  and  Rachel  Floudd  weare  marycd  the  a7th 
day  of  December.** 
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have  removed  to  London  ;  and  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  she 
resided  with  them  until  her  decease.  In  the  following  passage  in 
the  Life  of  Hooker,  Walton  thus  speaks  of  his  connection  with  the 
Cranmer  family  ;  ^  and  the  two  sisters  of  William  Cranmer,  with 
whom  he  says  he  had  a  **  happy  cohabitation/*  were  probably  his 
mother-in-law,  Mrs  Floud,  and  the  widow  of  Dr  Spencer  ; 

"  About  forty  years  past  (for  I  am  now  in  the  seventieth  of  my  age)  I 
began  a  happy  affinity  with  William  Cranmer  (now  with  God),  grand- 
nephew  unto  the  great  archbishop  of  that  name,  a  family  of  noted  prudence 
and  resolution.  With  him  and  two  of  his  sisters  I  had  an  entire  and  free 
friendship :  one  of  them  was  the  wife  of  Dr  Spencer,  a  bosom  friend,  and 
some  time  corn-pupil  with  Mr  Hooker  in  Corpus  Christi  College  in  Oxford, 
and  after  president  of  the  same.  I  name  them  here,  for  that  I  shall  have . 
occasion  to  mention  them  in  this  following  discourse ;  as  also  their  brother, 
of  whose  useful  abilities  my  reader  may  have  a  more  authentic  testimony 
than  my  pen  can  purchase  for  him,  by  that  of  our  learned  Camden  and 
others.  This  Wilham  Cranmer  and  his  two  forenamed  sisters  had  some 
affinity  and  a  most  familiar  fnendship  with  Mr  Hooker,  and  had  had  some 
part  of  their  education  with  him  in  his  house  when  he  was  parson  of 

*  The  connections  of  the  Cranmer  family  afford  information  about  some  of  the  persons 
to  whom  Walton  became  known,  and  elucidate  many  points  in  his  history.  Georsct  the 
eldest  son  of  Thomas  Cranmer,  and  uncle  of  Mrs  Walton,  was  bom  in  1578 ;  he  was 
educated  by  Richard  Hooker,  the  author  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Polity ;  became  a  scholar 
of  Christ  Church,  Oxford ;  ftnd  afterwards  entered  the  service  of  his  relation,  William 
Davison,  secreury  of  state  to  Queen  Elizabeth.  Upon  the  fall  of  that  sutesman,  Cnm* 
mcr  became  secretary  to  Sir  Henry  KiUigrew  in  nis  embassy  to  France ;  and,  after 
KilliKrew's  death,  he  accompanied  Sir  Edwyn  Sandys  in  his  travels  into  Germany  and 
Italy,  and  was  at  Florence  and  Vienna  about  November  1596.  [Sec  a  letter  from 
Francis  Davison,  the  eldest  son  of  the  secretary,  to  his  father,  printed  in  the  memoir 
prefixed  to  Davison's  Poetical  Rhapsody,  ed.  i8a6,  p.  xxxii.J  Soon  after  his  return  h« 
accepted  the  appointment  of  secretary  to  Lord  Mountjoy  in  Ireland,  but  was  slain  in  an 
action  with  the  Irish  at  Cariingford  on  the  13th  of  November  1600,  and  died  unmarried 
[A then.  Oxon.  ed.  Bliss,  I.  ^00].  Camden  and  Llovd  speak  in  strong  terms  of  his 
abilities  and  learning,  and  he  is  often  mentioned  by  Walton.  The  second  son,  Thomas 
Cranmer,  was  living  in  1617.  William  Cranmer,  the  third  son,  who  was  a  particular 
friend  of  Walton's,  was  a  merchant  in  London,  and  left  a  son,  Sir  William  Cranmer, 
who  was  governor  of  the  Merchants  Adventurers  of  England,  and  died  unmarried  in 
his  sixty-seventh  year,  on  the  azst  of  September  1607.  fVide  the  inscription  on  the 
monument  erected  to  his  memory  in  the  Church  of  St  Mildred,  Canterbury,  by  his 
nephew  and  executor,  Mr  John  K.enrick.1  The  daughters  of  Thomas  Cranmer  were 
Dorothy,  bom  in  1575,  married  to  an  individual  of  the  name  of  Field  (possibly  Dr 
Richard  Field,  Dean  of  Gloucester,  the  friend  of  Hooker,  who  is  mentioned  as  **  that 
great  schoolman  "  in  Walton's  introductien  to  the  collected  edition  of  the  Lives  of  Donne, 
Wotton,  Hooker,  and  Herbert),  she  was  living  in  1635.  Rachel,  the  second  daughter, 
was  bom  in  1577,  married  in  1507  John  Blowheld,  gentleman,  and  died  in  August  1600, 
leaving  one  son  of  the  name  of  George  [M.  I.  in  Margate  Church,  printed  in  Cozens* 
Tour  through  the  Isle  of  Thanet,  p.  452].  Elizabeth,  the  third  daughter,  was  bom  in 
1574,  married  in  159a  Alexander  Norwood,  gentleman,  and  was  living  in  1617  :  Susan- 
nah, the  fourth  daughtet,  married  Mr  Floud :  Jane,  the  fifth  daughter,  was  born  in 
1580;  the  sixth  daughter,  Anne,  married  in  1581  John  Sellar,  had  issue,  and  was  living 
in  z6x7 ;  and  Margaret,  the  youngest  daughter,  who  was  born  in  1585,  was  living  in  1604. 
It  is  supposed  that  two  of  the  daughters  married  persons  of  the  names  of  Boote  and 
Parry ;  out  it  is  certain  that  one  of  them  was  the  wife  of  Dr  John  Spencer,  president  of 
Corpus  Christi  College,  Oxford,  the  bosom  friend  and  fellow-pupil  of  Hooker,  and  the 
editor  of  his  works.  Dr  Spencer  died  in  1614  [Athen.  Oxon.  ed.  Bliss,  II.  145],  and 
was  probably  the  father  of  the  Dr  John  Spencer  who  is  described  in  the  will  of  Mrs 
Floud  in  1635  as  **  her  cousin." 
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Bishopsbouroe,  near  Canterbury,  in  which  city  their  good  father  then 
lived.  They  had,  I  say,  a  great  part  of  their  education  with  him,  as  mysdf, 
since  that  time,  a  happy  cohabitation  with  them. "  ^ 

The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  Mrs  Walton  has  not  been 
positively  ascertained  ;  but  it  is  nearly  certain  that  she  was  Anne, 
the  sister  of  John  Carpenter,  second  son  of  John  Carpenter,  of 
Rye,  in  Sussex,  who  married  Anne,  the  sister  of  Secretary  Davison, 
which  alliance  would  explain  the  connection  that  is  known  to  have 
existed  between  the  families  of  Davison  and  Cranmer,'  and  may 
have  induced  Walton  to  insert  "  The  Beggars'  Song,"  which,  he 
says,  in  the  *'  Complete  Angler,"  was  written  by  Francis  Davison, 
the  secretary's  eldest  son. 

On  the  31st  of  March  1631,  Walton  lost  his  revered  friend, 
Dr  Donne.  About  three  weeks  before  his  death,  Donne,  to  use 
Walton's  words,  **  sent  for  many  of  his  most  considerable  friends, 
with  whom  he  took  a  solemn  and  deliberate  farewell,  commending 
to  their  considerations  some  sentences  useful  for  the  regulation  of 
their  lives,  and  then  dismissed  them,  as  good  Jacob  did  his  sons, 
with  a  spiritual  benediction."  '  It  would  seem  that  Walton  was 
not  one  of  the  friends  there  alluded  to  ;  but  with  Dr  King,  Dr 
WinnifT  (afterwards  Bishop  of  Lmcoln),  and  Dr  Montfort,  then  a 
residentiary  of  St  Paul's,  he  attended  Donne  in  ahnost  his  last 
hours,  and  received  his  dying  wishes.  This  fact  may  be  inferred 
from  King's  letter  to  Walton  upon  his  Lives  of  Donne,  Wotton, 
Hooker,  and  Herbert,  which  will  be  again  noticed,  wherein  he 
said,  ''  I  shall  begin  with  my  most  dear  and  incomparable  friend, 
Dr  Donne,  late  Dean  of  St  Paul's  Church,  who  not  only  trusted 
me  as  his  executor,  but  three  days  before  his  death  delivered  into 
my  hands  those  excellent  sermons  of  his,  now  made  public; 
professing  before  Dr  Winniff,  Dr  Montfort,  and,  I  think,  yourself, 
then  present  at  his  bedside,  that  it  was  by  my  restless  importunity 
that  he  had  prepared  them  for  the  press ;  together  with  which  (as 
his  best  legacy)  he  gave  me  all  his  sermon-notes,  and  his  other 
papers,  containing  an  extract  of  near  fifteen  hundred  authors. 
How  these  were  got  out  of  my  hands,  you,  who  were  the  messenger 
for  them,  and  how  lost  both  to  me  and  yourself,  is  not  now  season- 

1  Walton's  Lives,  ed.  Zouch«  1817,  vol  i.  pp.  VMt  305.  In  another  place  ^  446) 
Walton  says,  *'  Dr  Spencer's  wife  was  my  aunt,  and  sister  to  George  Cranmer,  of  whom 
1  have  spoken." 

*  A  letter  is  preserved  in  the  Sute  Paper  Office  from  John  Carpenter  to  his  brother- 
in-law.  Secretary  Davison,  dated  7th  October  1586,  in  which  he  speaks  of  his  **  brother 
CroMmer^  to  whom  he  had  written  respecting  his  son  Gtorge^  who  was  the  George 
Cranmer  mentioned  in  the  preceding  page. 

S  Life  of  Donne,  ed.  Zouch,  I.  155. 
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able  to  complain."*  As  the  younger  Donne  bequeathed  his  father's 
collection  of  extracts  to  Bishc^  King  to  be  given  to  the  son  of  Izaak 
Walton,*  it  may  be  inferred  that  Dr  Donne's  eldest  son  was  the 
person  who  desired  Walton  to  claim  his  father's  MSS.  from  King. 

Some  time  before  his  death,  Dr  Donne  caused  several  seals 
to  be  made  of  helitropium,  or  blood-stone,  and  engraved  with  a 
representation  of  the  Saviour  extended  on  an  anchor,  instead  of 
the  cross — a  beautiful  emblem  of  the  Christian  feith — ^which  he 
presented  to  his  most  intimate  friends,  among  whom  were  Sir 
Henry  Wotton,  Dr  Hall,  then  Bishop  of  Exeter,  Dr  Duppa, 
afterwards  Bishop  of  Sahsbury,  Dr  King,  afterwards  Bishop  of 
Chichester,  George  Herbert,  the  author  of  "The  Temple,"*  and 
Walton.  Donne  adopted  this  device  instead  of  the  crest  of  his 
family,  a  sheaf  of  snakes  ;  and  the  seal  sent  by  him  to  Herbert 
was  accompanied  by  some  verses  on  the  subject,  which,  with 
Herbert's  reply,  were  printed  by  Walton  in  his  Life  of  Donne. 
They  are  full  of  the  quaint  conceits  with  which  the  poetry  of  the 
time  abounded,  and  however  agreeable  to  the  taste  of  that  age, 
they  have  few  charms  for  the  present  Walton  always  used  the 
seal  7  that  was  given  to  him  by  Donne,  of  which  an  accurate 
engraving  will  be  found  in  a  subsequent  page. 

Walton  wrote  the  following  Elegy  upon  Donne,  and,  with 
similar  tributes  to  his  worth  by  Dr  King,  Sir  Lucius  Carey, 
Endymion  Porter,  and  several  other  persons,  it  was  printed  at 
the  end  of  an  edition  of  Donne's  Poems,  in  1633,  of  which  work 
it  is  not  improbable  that  Walton  was  the  editor.*  The  Elegy  is 
more  remarkable  for  fervour  than  elegance  ;  but  it  contains  a  few 
passages  illustrative  of  the  writer's  own  ifeelings  and  situation, 
which  render  it  of  interest : 

"  Is  DoNNB,  great  Donnk,  deceased?  then,  Englandt  say 
Thou  hast  lost  a  man  where  language  chose  to  stay,^ 

*  Life  of  Donne,  ed.  Zouch,  I.  pp.  33-94.  ^  Vido  postea,  p.  Ux. 

*  Ibid.  pp.  134-196. 

7  It  is  impressed  on  his  will,  and  also  on  that  of  his  son. 

8  The  work  was  printed  for  John  Marriott*  and  contained  an  address  "from  the  Printer 
to  the  Undentanders,"  which  does  not  bear  sufficient  resemblance  to  Walton's  style  to 
Justify  its  being  positively  attributed  to  his  pen  ;  but  it  is  not  unlikely  that  the  following 

"  •         "         *■        •        •  ,  of 


"Hexastichon  Bibliopolae"  was  written  by  Walton,  notwithstanding  that  the  namo  4 

the  publisher  is  affixed  to  it : 

"  I  see  in  his  last  pretidi'd  and  printed  book. 
His  picture  in  a  sheet ;  In  'Paul's  I  look. 
And  see  his  statue  in  a  sheet  of  stone  s 
And  sure  his  body  in  the  grave  hath  one: 
Those  sheets  present  him  dead— these,  if  you  buy. 
You  have  him  living;  to  eternity.  JO.  MAR. 

9  The  following  variations  occur  in  the  next  edition  of  Donne's  Poems,  which  was 
printed  in  1635 : 

"  Our  Donne  is  dead ;  England  should  mourn,  may  say 
We  had  a  man  whose  language  chose  to  stay." 
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And  show  ttsl  graceful  power.    I  would  not  praise 
That,  and  his  vast  wit  (which  in  these  vain  days 
Make  many  proud),  but  as  they  served  to  unlock 
That  cabinet,  his  mind  :  where  s\ich  a  stock 
Of  knowledge  was  reposed,  as  all  lament 
(Or  should^  this  general  cause  of  discontent 

And  I  rejoice  1  am  not  so  severe, 
But  (as  I  write  a  line)  to  weep  a  tear 
For  his  decease :  such  sad  extremitie:* 
May  make  such  men  as  I  write  Elegiei. 

And  wonder  not ;  for  when  a  general  loss 
Falls  on  a  nadon,  and  they  slight  the  Cross, 
God  hath  rais'd  prophets  to  awaken  them 
From  stupefaction  :  witness  my  mild  pen. 
Mot  us'd  to  upbraid  the  world,  though  now  it  must 
Freelv  and  boldly,  for  the  cause  is  just. 

Dull  age  I    Oh  I  would  spare  thee ;  but  th'art  worse  ; 
Thou  art  not  only  dull,  but  hast  a  curse 
Of  black  ingratitude ;  if  not,  couldst  thou 
Part  with  miraculous  Donnk,  and  make  no  vow 
For  thee  and  thine,  successively  to  pay 
A  sad  remembrance  to  his  dying  day? 
Did  his  youth  scatter  Poetry,  wherein 
•  Was  all  philosophy?    Was  every  sin 

Character'd  in  nis  Satires?  made  so  foul 

That  some  have  fear'd  their  shades,  and  kept  their  total 

Freer'  bv  reading  verse?    Did  he  give  days 

Past  marble  monuments  to  those  whose  praise 

He  would  perpetuate?    Did  he  (I  fear 

The  dull  will  doubt)  these  at  his  twentieth  year? 

But,  more  matur'd.  did  his  full  soul  conceive. 
And  in  harmonious,  holy  numbers  weave 
A  Crown  of  sacred  sonnets,'  fit  to  adorn 
A  dying  martyr's  brow  :  or  to  be  worn 
On  that  blest  head  of  Mary  Magdalen. 
After  she  wip'd  Christ's  feet,  but  not  till  then? 
Did  he  (fit  for  such  penitents  as  she 
And  he  to  use)  leave  us  a  Litany, 
Which  all  devout  men  love,  and  sure  it  shall. 
As  tiroes  fi[row  better,  grow  more  classical  ? 
Did  he  wnte  Hymns,  for  piety  and  wit* 
£qual  to  those  great  grave  Prudentius  writ? 
Spoke  he  all  languages?  knew  he  all  laws? 
The  grounds  and  use  of  physic*  but,  because 
1'was  mercenary,  waiv'd  it?    Went  to  see 
That  blessed  place  of  CHirist's  nativity  ? 
Did  he  return  and  preach  him  ?  preach  him  so 
As  none  but  he  did,  or  could  do?    They  know* 

iSuch  as  were  blest  to  hear  him  know)  tis  tntth. 
>id  he  confirm  thy  aged  ?  convert  thy  youth  ? 
Did  he  these  wonders?  and  b  this  dear  loss 
Moum'd  by  so  few  T  (few  for  so  great  a  cross.) 

But  sure  the  silent  are  ambitious  all 
To  be  close  mourners  at  his  funeral ; 
If  not,  in  common  pity  they  forbear 
By  repetitions  to  renew  our  care  ; 
Ot,  knowing,  grief  conceived,  conceal'd,  consumes 
Man  irreparably  (as  poisou'd  fumes 

1  Her.  «  Safer. 

>  "  La  Corona,"  a  Holy  Sonnet  on  the  Crown  of  Thorns,  printed  in  Donne's  Poera% 
ed.  1633,  p.  a8,  and  commencing  thus  : 

"DelgB  at  my  hands  this  Cmtm  ot^njet  and  praise." 
«  For  piety,  for  wit, 

^  As  since  St  Paul  none  did,  none  could  I  those  know 
(Such  as  were  blest  to  hear  him)  this  is  truth. 
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Do  waste  the  brain),  make  silence  a  safe  way 

T*  inlarge  the  soul  from  these  wallsy  mud  and  clay 

(Materials  of  this  bodyX  to  remain 

With  DoNNR  in  heaven,  where  no  promiscuous  pain 

Lessens  the  jo^  we  have ;  for,  with  him,  all 

Are  satisfied  with  joys  essential 

My  thoughts,  dwell  on  this  ioy,  and  do  not  call* 
Grief  back  by  uiinking  of  his  funeral ; 
Forget  he  loved  me ;  waste  not  my  sad  years 
(Which  haste-to  David's  seventy),  fill'd  with  feart 
And  sorrow  for  his  death  ;  forget  his  parts 
Which  find  a  living  grave  in  good  men's  hearts ; 
And  (for  my  first  is  daily  paid  for  sin) 
Forget  to  pay  my  second  sigh  for  him ; 
Forget  his  powerfulpvaching ;  and  forget 
I  am  hit  convert.    (5h,  my  frailty  I  let 
Mjr  flesh  be  no  more  heard ;  it  will  obtrude 
This  lethal^ ;  so  should  my  gratitude. 
My  vows  7  of  gratitude  shouldso  be  broke  ; 
Which  can  no  more  be  than  Doune's  virtues  spoke 
Bv  any  but  himself;  for  which  cause,  I 
Write  no  Encomium,  but  an  *  EUgy; 
Which,  as  a  free-will  offering,  I  here  give  • 
Fame,  and  the  world,  and  parting  with  it  grieve, 
I  want  abilities  fit  to  set  forth 
A  monument,  great  as  Donnb's  matchless  worth.  Iz.  Wa."! 

It  has  been  remarked  that  in  these  verses  Walton  calls  himself 
Donne's  "  convert ;  "  but  he  perhaps  meant  no  more  than  that  he 
had  been  induced  by  his  sermons  and  example  to  take  a  proper 
view  of  religion,  in  which  sense  the  word  is  used  in  a  preceding 
line. 

A  second  edition  of  Dr  Donne's  Poems  was  published  in  1635, 
with  a  portrait  of  the  author,  engraved  by  Marshall,  from  a  picture 
painted  in  1591,  when  he  was  in  his  eighteenth  year;  and  the 
following  lines  by  Walton  were  placed  under  it : 

'*  This  was,  for  youth,  strength,  mirth,  and  wit,  that  time 
Most  count  their  golden  age ;  but  'twas  not  thine. 
Thine  vras  thy  later  years,  so  much  refin'd 
From  youth's  dross»  mirth  and  wit,  as  thy  pure  mind 
Thought  (like  the  Angels)  nothing  but  the  praise 
Of  thy  Creator,  in  those  last  best  days. 
Witness  this  book  (thy  emblem)  which  begins 
With  love ;  but  ends  with  sighs  and  tears  lor  sins.  Iz.  Wa." 

Sir  Henry  Wotton  having  intended  to  write  the  life  of  Donne, 
he. requested  Walton,  who  readily  undertook  the  task,  to  collect 
materials  for  the  purpose ;  but  several  years  having  elapsed  with- 
out any  progress  being  made  in  the  work,  Walton  reminded  him 
of  his  purpose  in  a  "  most  ingenuous  letter,"  the  answer  to  which 
is  printed  in  the  "  Reliquiae  Wottonianae."  The  date  of  Sir  Henry 
Wotton's  letter  to  Walton,  wherein  he  expresses  a  wish  for  his 

*  Dwell  on  this  joy,  my  thoughts  *.  oh  i  do  not  call 
f  Flows.  8  This. 

*  This  and  the  three  following  lines  are  added  from  the  edition  of  1635. 
1  Donne's  Poems,  ed.  1633,  pp.  382-384. 
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"ever-welcome  company"  in  the  approaching  fishing  season,  does 
not  occur ;  but  the  allusion  to  Dr  King's  appointment  as  Dean  of 
Rochester,  in  which  office  he  was  installed  on  the  6th  of  February 
1638-9,*  fixes  it  to  the  early  part  of  the  year  1639  : 

"  My  worthy  Friend, — I  am  not  able  to  yield  any  reason,  no,  not  so 
much  as  may  satisfy  myself,  why  a  most  ingenuous  letter  of  yours  hath  lain 
so  long  by  me  (as  it  were  in  lavender)  wiUiout  an  answer,  save  this  only, 
the  pleasure  I  have  taken  in  your  style  and  conceptions,  together  with  a 
meditation  of  the  subject  you  propound,  may  seem  to  have  cast  me  into 
a  gentle  slumber.  But  being  now  awaked,  I  do  herein  return  you  most 
hearty  thanks  for  the  kind  prosecution  of  your  first  motion,  touching  a  just 
office  due  to  the  memory  of  our  ever-memorable  friend,  to  whose  good 
£une,  though  it  be  needless  to  add  anvthing  (and  my  age  considered, 
almost  hop^ess  from  my  pen) ;  yet  I  will  endeavour  to  perform  my  pro« 
fflise,  if  it  were  but  even  for  this  cause,  that  in  saying  somewhat  of  the  life 
of  so  deserving  a  man,  I  may  perchance  over-live  mine  own.  That  which 
you  add  of  Dr  King  (now  made  Dean  of  Rochester,  and  l^  that  translated 
into  my  native  soil),  is  a  great  spur  unto  me  :  with  whom  I  hope  shortly  to 
confer  about  it  in  my  passage  towards  Boughton  Malherb,  which  was  my 
genial  air,  and  invite  him  to  a  friendship  with  that  family  where  his  prede- 
cessor was  familiarly  acquainted.  I  shall  write  to  you  at  large  by  the  next 
messenger  (being  at  present  a  little  in  business),  and  then  I  shall  set  down 
certain  general  heads,  wherein  I  desire  information  by  your  loving  dili- 
gence ;  hoping  shortly  to  enjoy  your  own  ever- welcome  company  in  this 
approaching  time  of  the  Fly  and  the  Cork,  And  so  I  rest,  your  very 
hearty  poor  friend  to  serve  you,  H.  Wotton."  • 

Sir  Henry  Wotton  died  in  the  ensuing  December;  and  on 
Walton's  hearing  that  Dr  Donne's  Sermons  were  about  to  be 
published  without  a  life  of  the  author,  he  determined  to  supply  the 
deficiency.  His  motives  for  becoming  Donne's  biographer  are 
explained  in  so  natural  and  pleasing  a  manner  in  his  *'  Introduc- 
tion," dated  on  the  15th  February  1639  (1640),  that  it  ought 
not  to  be  omitted  : 

"  If  that  great  master  of  language  and  art.  Sir  Henry  Wotton,  the  late 
provost  of  Eton  College,  had  lived  to  see  the  publication  of  these  sermons, 
he  had  presented  the  world  with  the  author's  life  exactly  written ;  and  it 
was  pity  he  did  not ;  for  it  was  a  work  worthy  his  undertaking,  and  he  fit 
to  undertake  it :  betwixt  whom,  and  the  author,  there  was  so  mutual  a 
knowledge,  and  such  a  friendship  contracted  in  their  youth,  as  nothing  but 
death  could  force  a  separation.  And  though  their  bodies  were  divided, 
their  affections  were  not :  for  that  learned  knight's  love  followed  his 
friend's  fame  beyond  death  and  the  forgetful  grave  :  which  he  testified  by 
entreating  me,  whom  he  acquainted  with  his  design,  to  inquire  of  some 
particulars  that  concerned  it,  not  doubting  but  my  knowledge  of  the  author, 
and  love  to  his  memory,  might  make  my  diligence  usefuL     I  did  most 

>  Le  Neve's  Fasti  Ecdesise  Anglicans.       *  ReliquisB  WoCtoniaiue,  ed.  168s  p.  36a 
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gladly  undertake  the  employment,  and  continued  it  with  great  content, 
till  I  had  made  my  collection  ready  to  be  augmented  and  completed  by 
his  matchless  pen  ;  but  then  death  prevented  his  intentions.  When  I 
heard  that  sad  news,  and  heard  also  that  these  sermons  were  to  be  printed 
and  want  the  author's  life,  which  I  thought  to  be  very  remarkable;  indig- 
nation or  grief  (indeed  I  know  not  which)  transported  me  so  far,  that  I 
reviewed  my  forsaken  collections,  and  resolved  the  world  should  see  the 
best  plain  picture  of  the  author's  life  that  my  artless  pencil,  guided  by  the 
hand  of  tnith,  could  present  to  it  And  if  I  shall  now  be  demanded,  as 
once  Pompey's  poor  bondman  was ; — (the  grateful  wretch  had  been  left 
alone  on  the  sea-shore,  with  the  forsaken  dead  body  of  his  once  glorious 
lord  and  master :  and  was  then  gathering  the  scattered  pieces  of  an  old 
broken  boat  to  make  a  funeral  pile  to  bum  it,  which  was  the  custom  of  the 
Romans) — *Who  art  thou  that  alone  hast  the  honour  to  bury  the  body  of 
Pompey  the  Great  ? '  so,  who  am  I  that  do  thus  officiously  set  the  author's 
memory  on  fire  ?  I  hope  the  question  will  prove  to  have  in  it  more  of 
wonder  than  disdain.  But  wonder  indeed  the  reader  may,  that  I,  who 
profess  myself  artless,  should  presume  with  my  faint  light  to  show  forth 
his  life,  whose  very  name  makes  it  illustrious  I  but  be  this  to  the  disadvan- 
tage of  the  person  represented,  certain  I  am  it  is  to  the  advantage  of  the 
beholder  ;  who  shall  here  see  the  author's  picture  in  a  natural  dress  which 
ought  to  beget  faith  in  what  is  spoken  :  for  he  that  wants  skill  to  deceive 
may  safely  be  trusted.  And  if  the  author's  glorious  spirit,  which  now  \^ 
in  heaven,  can  have  the  leisure  to  look  down  and  see  me,  the  poorest,  the 
meanest  of  all  his  friends,  in  the  midst  of  this  officious  duty,  confident  I  am, 
that  he  will  not  disdain  this  well-meant  sacrifice  to  his  memory :  for,  whilst 
his  conversation  made  me  and  many  others  happy  below,  I  know  his  humil- 
ity and  gentleness  were  then  eminent ;  and  I  have  heard  divines  say,  those 
virtues  that  were  but  sparks  upon  earth,  become  great  and  glorious  flames 
in  heaven."  * 

The  first  volume  of  Donne's  Sermons,  to  which  his  life  was 
prefixed,  was  published  in  1640  in  folio,  by  John  Marriott,  pro- 
bably the  father  of  the  Richard  Marriott  who  was  Walton's  friend 
as  well  as  publisher  for  nearly  half  a  century. 

Walton's  first  essay  as  a  biographer  was  highly  applauded  by 
his  contemporaries.  King  Charles  the  First,  whose  private  virtues 
and  literary  acquirements  gave  greater  value  to  his  opinion  than 
even  his  exalted  rank,  honoured  it  with  his  approbation ;  ^  and 
the  learned  and  "  ever-memorable "  John  Hales,  who  was  styled 
from  his  vast  erudition  "  the  walking  library,"  told  Dr  King  that 
"  he  had  not  seen  a  life  written  with  more  advantage  to  the  sub- 
ject, or  more  reputation  to  the  writer,  than  that  of  Dr  Donne." 
But  the  following  letter  to  Walton  from  Donne's  eldest  son, 
thanking  him  for  having  written  the  life  of  his  father,  and  sending 

♦  Walton's  Live*,  ed.  Zouch,  I.  pp.  37740. 

*  See  Walton's  Dedication  of  the  reprint  of  the  Life  of  Donne  in  2658,  postea. 
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him,  as  a  token  of  his  gratitude,  a  copy  of  the  volume  of  sermons  • 
in  which  it  occurred,  was  probably  more  agreeable  to  Walton's 
feelings  than  the  praises  of  the  great  and  the  learned  : 

"  Sir, — I  send  this  book  rather  to  witness  my  debt  than  to  make  any 
payment.  For  it  would  be  uncivil  in  me  to  offer  any  satisfaction  for  that 
that  all  my  father's  friends,  and  indeed  all  good  men  are  so  equally  en- 
gaged. Courtesies  tliat  are  done  to  the  dead  being  examples  of  so  much 
piety,  that  they  cannot  have  their  reward  in  this  life,  because  lasting  as 
K)ng,  and  still  (by  awaking  the  like  charity  in  others)  propagating  the  debt, 
they  must  expect  a  retribution  from  him  who  gave  the  first  inclination. 
And  by  this  circle,  sir,  I  have  set  you  in  my  place,  and  instead  of  making 
yon  a  payment,  I  have  made  you  a  debtor  ;  but  'tis  to  Almighty  God,  to 
whom  I  know  you  will  be  so  willingly  committed,  that  I  may  safely  take 
leave  to  write  myself,  your  thankful  servant,  Jo.  DoNNe.' 

**  From  my  house  in  Covent  Garden, 
24th  June  1640." 

Sir  John  Hawkins  says  that  in  1632  Walton  was  living  in 
Chancery  Lane,  in  a  house  a  few  doors  higher  up  on  the  left  hand 
than  the  one  he  had  previously  occupied,  and  that  he  was  then 
described  as  a  "sempster;"  but  his  residence  from  1628  until 
1644,*  is  stated  in  the  parish  books  of  St  Dunstan's  to  have  been 
about  the  seventh  house  on  the  left-hand  side,  though,  unlike 
most  other  houses,  that  of  Walton  is  not  called  a  shop.  From 
those  records  it  also  appears  that  he  filled  a  parish  office  in 
December  1632  ;  served  on  the  grand  jury  in  1633  ;  was  ap- 
pointed a  constable  on  the  20th  of  December  1636;  was  again  on 
the  grand  jury  in  1638;  was  one  of  the  overseers  of  the  poor, 
and  a  sidesman  on  the  1 8th  of  April  1639  ;  ^^^^i  a  vestryman  in 
February  1640. 

During  Walton's  residence  in  Chancery  Lane,  he  experienced 
severe  afflictions,  by  the  loss  of  no  less  than  seven  children,^ 

*  The  book  in  question,  together  with  the  original  letter  from  the  younger  Donne  to 
Walton,  was  in  1714  in  the  possession  of  the  Rev.  Dr  Borradale,  reaor  of  Market  Dcep- 
a|.  in  Lincolnshire. — Hawkinses  Life  of  Walton,  p.  x6,  note. 

»  Zouch's  Life  of  Walton,  IL  3*3,  323. 

*  Vide  Appendix,  Note  H.  llie  ikx>ks  of  the  parish  of  St  Dunstan's  leave  little  or  no 
doobc  that  Walton  alwa^  lived  in  Chancery  Lane  during  that  period  :  but  it  is  rem;irk- 
aHe  that  the  Parish  Register  of  that  church  should  state  that  his  son  Henry  was  baptized 
on  the  sist  March  1633-4,  *"  out  0/ FUtt  Strtft,'  though  as  early  as  December  1637.  as 
vdl  as  so  lately  as  October  1633,  his  children  are  said  to  have  been  baptized  or  buried 
"oat  of  Chancery  Lane."  Vide  Appendix,  Note  H.  The  discrepancy  would,  however, 
^appear  if  Walton  then  resided  in  the  cortur  house  of  Chancery  Lane,  which  is  partly 
m  Fleet  Street. 

>  Namely,  Izaak,  who  was  baptized  xgth  December  1627,  and  btuied  38th  March 
1631 ;  John,  who  was  baptized  33d  July  xmq,  and  is  presumed  to  have  died  soon  after- 
wvds :  Thomas,  baptized  aoth  January  1630-1,  and  was  buried  6th  March  followine ; 
HmxT,  baptised  xath  October  263*,  and  buried  on  the  17th  of  the  same  month; 
Bcnv,  bapdxed  2zst  March  1633-4,  and  buried  4th  December  1674 ;  Thomas,  buried 
vfk  Attgust  1637 :  and  Amnb,  boni  zocb  July  1640,  and  died  zxth  May  x64a. 
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besides  his  wife  and  her  mother,  Mrs  Floud,  who  appears  to  have 
formed  part  of  his  family.  By  her  will,  which  was  dated  on  the 
20th  of  April  1635,  and  proved  on  the  37th  of  November  follow, 
ing,  wherein  she  described  herself  of  the  parish  of  St  JDunstan  in 
the  West,  widow,  she  bequeathed  the  sum  of  jC'S©  to  her  son, 
John  Floud,  to  be  paid  to  him  when  he  attained  the  age  of  twenty- 
eight  ;  and  she  ordered  that  in  the  meantime  it  should  be  disposed 
of  by  her  "  loving  cousin,  Doctor  John  Spenser,"  and  her  "  loving 
son,  Izaak  Walton,"  who  were  to  pay  him  the  interest  yearly  for 
his  support ;  but  if  he  died  under  that  age,  the  money  was  to  be 
equally  divided  between  her  son,  Robert  Floud,  and  her  daughter, 
Rachel  Waltonu  If,  however,  Mrs  Walton  died  without  issue,  the 
whole  sum  was  to  go  to  her  brother  Robert ;  but  in  case  she  left 
children,  each  child  was  to  be  paid  £10,  She  directed  that  her 
linen  at  Canterbury  should  be  divided  by  her  sister  Cranmer 
between  her  two  sons  above  mentioned ;  and  her  son  John  Floud 
was  to  have,  besides,  a  silver-g^lt  salt  and  a  cup.  To  ''  my  son 
Izaak  Walton  and  my  daughter  Rachel,  his  wife,"  she  bequeathed 
;^5o,  and  the  interest  then  due  ;  for  which  money  she  held  a  bond 
from  a  Mr  John  Burgess.  To  the  poor  of  St  Mildred's,  Canter- 
bury, she  left  ;^40,  which  were  to  be  distributed  by  her  brother 
and  sister  Cranmer.  She  gave  legacies  of  ten  shillings  each  to 
her  sister  Field  ;  to  her  cousin  Dr  Spenser,  and  to  her  cousin,  his 
wife  ;  to  her  brother  and  sister  Cranmer  ;  to  her  "  son  Walton," 
and  her  "  daughter  Walton  ;  "  to  her  two  sons,  Robert  and  John 
Floud ;  to  her  cousin,  Charles  Sellar ;  ^  and  to  her  friend,  Mr 
Leonard  Browne ;  ^  which  several  sums  she  said  she  gave  them 
"to  buy  them  rings  for  remembrance  of  me,  being  small  testi- 
monies of  my  great  love."  To  her  two  cousins,  Susannah  and 
Elizabeth  Cranmer,  she  left  two  pieces  of  old  gold  which  were  in 
her  box  at  Canterbury ;  but  her  god-daughter  Elizabeth  was  to 
have  "  the  bigger  piece."  The  rest  of  her  property  was  given  to 
her  son  and  executor,  Robert  Floud. 

Between  four  and  five  years  after  the  death  of  his  mother-in-law, 
the  heaviest  calamity  to  which  domestic  life  is  exposed  befell 
Walton.  On  the  loth  of  July  1640,  his  wife  was  delivered  of  a 
daughter,  but  she  only  survived  the  birth  of  the  infant  about  six 
weeks ;  and  dying  on  the  2  2d,  was  buried  in  St  Dunstan's  on  the 

>  The  son  of  Dr  John  Sellar,  by  her  siater  Ann  Cranmer. 

S  Mr  Leonard  browne  was  an  alderman  of  Canterbury  In  x66i:  and  by  Anne» 
daughter  of  Captain  Richard  Barerave,  of  Patricksboume,  near  that  city,  had  two 
^tMw^n^  Isaac  and  Eliaabeih.— Additional  MSS.  in  the  British  Museum,  5507,  f.  396. 


Digitized 


by  Google 


JET.  47.]  LIFE  OF  IZAAK  WALTON.  xxxl 

25th  of  August  following.'  That  child  was  the  only  one  which 
surnved  its  mother  :  she  received  the  name  of  Anne,  and  died  in 
her  second  year  on  the  i  ith  of  May  1642.^ 

Walton  has  described  an  affectionate  and  dutiful  wife,  and  the 
happiness  of  the  married  state,  with  so  much  effect,  that  it  is  pro- 
bable his  own  home  presented  him  with  the  originals.  Speaking 
of  Herbert  and  his  wife,  he  observes  :  "  The  eternal  lover  of  man- 
kind made  them  happy  in  each  other's  mutual  and  equal  affections 
and  compliance;  indeed  so  happy,  that  there  never  was  any 
opposition  betwixt  them,  unless  it  were  a  contest  which  should 
most  incline  to  a  compliance  with  the  other's  desires.  And 
though  this  begot,  and  continued  in  them,  such  a  mutual  love, 
and  joy,  and  content,  as  was  no  way  defective ;  yet  this  mutual 
content,  and  love,  and  joy,  did  receive  a  daily  augmentation,  by 
such  daily  obligingness  to  each  other,  as  still  added  such  new 
affluences  to  the  former  fulness  of  these  divine  souls,  as  was  only 
improvable  in  heaven,  where  they  now  enjoy  it"  *  His  most  pleas- 
ing picture  of  wedded  happiness  is,  however,  in  the  Life  of  Bishop 
Sanderson  :  "  The  Giver  of  all  good  things  was  so  good  to  him, 
as  to  give  him  such  a  wife  as  was  suitable  to  his  own  desires  ;  a 
wife  that  made  his  life  happy,  by  being  always  content  when  he 
was  cheerful ;  that  was  always  cheerftd  when  he  was  content ; 
that  divided  her  joys  with  him,  and  abated  of  his  sorrow,  by  bear- 
ing a  part  of  that  burden  ;  a  wife  that  demonstrated  her  affection 
by  a  cheerful  obedience  to  all  his  desires,  during  the  whole  course 
of  his  life  ;  and  at  his  death  too,  for  she  outlived  him."  * 

Only  one  allusion  to  his  first  wife,  and  even  that  may  be  merely 
imaginary,  can  be  traced  in 'Walton's  works ;  and  however  sincere 
might  be  the  compliment  which  is  supposed  to  be  there  paid  to 
her,  it  unfortunately  brings  to  recollection  the  story  of  the  man 
who  had  a  picture  painted  of  his  first  wife,  and  marrying  again 
after  her  decease,  desired  the  artist  to  erase  the  face  from  the  canvas 
and  to  introduce  the  features  of  his  new  partner.  In  the  stanzas 
called  "  The  Angler's  Wish,"  which  were  first  printed  in  the  third 
edition  of  the  Complete  Angler  in  1 664,  and  which  were  undoubt- 
edly written  by  Walton,  he  speaks  oif  the  happiness  it  affords 
him  to 

"  Hear  my  Chlora  ung  a  song," 

S  Vide  Notes  B  and  H  in  the  Appendix 

*  The  following  entry  occurs,  in  Walton's  own  hand»  in  his  Prayer  Book,  which  is 
BOticed  in  the  Appendix,  Note  B :  "  Our  Doghter  Aune,  bom  the  loth  of  July  1640^  died 
the  iTth  of  May  \6^ 

»  Walton's  lires,  ed.  Zouch,  II.  67,  68.  •  Ibid.  II.  183,  184. 
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which  song,  he  adds  in  the  margm,  was  the  well-known  one  of 
"  Like  Hermit  poor  : "  but  in  the  fifth  edition  of  that  work,  which 
appeared  in  1676,  "  Kenna  "  is  substituted  for  *;  Chlora^^  though 
the  name  of  the  song  which  she  sings  is  retained.  With  the 
alteration  of  one  vowel,  "  Chlora  "  is  the  anagram  of  Rachel^  whilst 
by  Kenna  he  evidently  meant  his  second  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Ken.  It  is  however  to  be  observed,  that  as  his  first  wife  died 
long  before  the  publication  of  the  song,  it  must,  if  she  were  alluded 
to,  have  been  written  some  years  previous  to  its  being  printed ; 
that  the  death  of  his  second  wife  occurred  before  the  change  was 
made  in  the  name ;  and  that  if  the  verses  were  composed  during 
the  lifetime  of  the  former,  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  some 
other  alterations  were  made  for  the  purpose  of  adapting  them  to 
more  recent  circumstances. 

Two  more  productions  of  Walton's  pen,  about  this  period, 
remain  to  be  noticed ;  but  they  do  not  deserve  much  attention 
from  their  merits  or  importance.  In  1638  his  friend,  Lewis 
Roberts,  published  **  The  Merchants*  Map  of  Commerce,"  which 
is  considered  to  have  been  the  earliest  standard  work  on  trade 
in  our  language,  and  Walton  addressed  to  him  the  following 
verses,  which  are  prefixed  to  it : 

'  If  thou  wouldst  be  a  Statesman,  and  survey 
Kingdoms  for  information,  here's  a  way 
Made  plain  and  easy :  fitter  far  for  thee 
Tlian  great  Ortelius  his  geography* 

If  thou  wouldst  be  a  Gentleman,  in  more 
Than  title  only,  this  Map  yields  thee  store 
Of  observations,  fit  for  ornament 
Or  use,  or  to  give  curious  ears  content. 

If  thou  wouldst  be  a  Merchant,  buy  this  book. 
For  'tis  a  prize  worth  gold  ;  and  do  not  look 
Daily  for  such  disbursements ;  no,  'tis  rare, 
And  should  be  cast  up  with  thy  richest  ware. 

Reader,  if  thou  be  any  or  all  three 

(For  these  majr  meet  and  make  a  harmony), 

Then  praise  this  author  for  his  useful  pains. 

Whose  aim  is  public  good,  not  private  gains.  Iz.  Wa.  " 

In  1642,  George  Cranmer's  Letter  to  Hooker,  concerning  the 
new  Giurch  discipline,  was  printed  as  a  small  pamphlet,  with 
Camden's  eulogy  of  the  writer  as  a  preface ;  and  it  is  likely  that 
it  was  published  by  Walton,  because  in  the  copy  which  belonged 
to  him  he  has  made  sever^  corrections  ;  and  he  always  expressed 
great  respect  for  Cranmer's  learning  and  virtues.^ 

Upon  the  death  of  William   Cartwright,  the  poet,  in    1643. 

^  Vide  p.  xxii.  antea.    This  Letter  was  reprinted  by  Walton  at  the  end  of  his  Life  of 
Hooker,  in  1665. 
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Walton's  muse  was  again  employed  in  commemorating  the  worth 
of  bis  friends ;  and  the  following  verses  were  prefixed  to  a  col- 
lection of  that  writer's  poems,  which  was  published  eight  years 
after  his  decease : 

"  I  cannot  keep  my  purpose,  but  mmt  gi^e 
Sorrow  and  verse  tneir  way ;  nor  will  I  grieTO 
Longer  in  silence  ;  no,  that  poor,  poor  part 
Of  nature's  legacy,  verse  void  of  art, 
And  undissenibled  tears,  Cartwright  shall  have 
Fixt  on  his  hearse ;  and  wept  into  his  grave. 

Muses,  I  need  you  not ;  lor  grief  and  I 
Can  in  your  absence  weave  an  elegy ; 
Which  we  will  do :  and  often  interweave 
Sad  looks,  and  sighs ;  the  groundwork  must  receive 
Such  characters  or  be  adjudg'd  unfit 
For  my  friend's  shroud :  others  have  show'd  their  wit» 
Learmng,  and  language  fitl^  ;,for  these  be 
Debts  due  to  his  great  merits ;  but  for  me^ 
My  aims  are  like  mvself,  humble  and  low. 
Too  mean  to  speak  his  praise,  too  mean  to  show 
The  world  what  it  hath  lost  in  losing  thee, 
"Whose  words  and  deeds  were  perfect  harmony. 

But  now  'tis  lost ;  lost  in  the  nlent  grave^ 
lost  to  us  mortals,  lost,  till  we  shall  have 
Admission  to  that  kingdom,  where  he  sings 
Harmonious  anthems  to  the  King  of  kings. 
Sing  on,  blest  soul  I  be  as  thou  wast  below, 
A  more  than  common  instrument  to  show 
Thy  Maker's  praise :  sing  on,  whilst  I  lament 
Thy  loss,  and  court  a  holy  discontent. 
With  such  pure  thoughts  as  thine,  to  dwell  with  me^ 
Then  I  may  hope  to  five  and  die  Uke  thee, — 

To  live  belovd,  die  moiim'd  ;  thus  in  my  grave 

Blessings  that  kings  have  widied,  hot  cannot  have.         Iz.  Wa.* 

Walton  continued  to  reside  in  Chancery  Lane  until  about 
August  1644.  He  was  appointed  examiner  of  St  Dunstan's  on 
the  27th  of  August  1641  ;  and  in  February  1644  was  elected  a 
vestryman  of  that  parish ;  but  at  a  vestry  holden  on  the  20th  of 
August  in  the  same  year,  another  person  was  chosen,  "in  the 
room  of  Izaak  Walton  lately  departed  out  of  this  parish  and 
dwelling  elsewhere."  * 

There  is  some  doubt  respecting  the  place  of  Walton's  residence 
between  1644  and  1651;  nor  can  it  be  stated  with  certainty 
^rtjether,  as  has  been  supposed  by  his  former  biographers,  he 
retired  from  business  on  leaving  Chancery  Lane.  The  state  of 
the  times  was  little  favourable  to  commercial  industry ;  and  as  an 
absorbing  love  of  gain,  the  common  vice  of  mercantile  pursuits, 
was  the  subject  of  his  frequent  censure,*  it  is  most  probable  that 
he  considered  the  small  competency  realised  during  the  twenty 
years  he  had  been  in  trade  sufficient  for  his  future  wants ;  more 

;  Parish  books  of  St  Dunstan  in  the  West  __^ 

'  Vide  the  Complete  Angler,  Live»of  Wotton,  Herbert,  &&,  and  Walton's  W&U. 

e 
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especially  as  he  was  then  upwards  of  fifty  years  of  age,  a  widower, 
and  childless. 

As  might  be  expected  from  Walton's  early  habits  and  associa- 
tions, he  adhered  steadfastly  during  the  civil  wars  to  the  throne 
and  the  altar ;  and  was  in  every  sense  of  the  word  a  devoted 
Royalist.  His  political  and  religious  opinions  occur  in  almost 
every  page  of  his  writings  ;  and  in  common  with  other  Royalists 
he  suffered  for  his  fidelity  to  his  sovereign,  though  his  compara- 
tively obscure  station  and  peaceable  disposition  protected  him 
from  heavy  sacrifices.  He  was  an  intelligent,  if  not  an  impartial 
witness  of  the  great  struggle  which  agitated  the  country  for  nearly 
twenty  years ;  and  the  account  which  he  gives  of  many  events  of 
the  period,  in  his  Life  of  Hooker  and  of  Sanderson,  are  worthy  of  the 
attention  of  historians.  He  introduces  his  account  of  the  Scotch 
Covenanters,  and  the  proceedings  of  the  Long  Parliament,  in  his 
Life  of  Bishop  Sanderson,  by  stating  that,  in  the  year  1639,  when 
a  party  of  the  Scots  Church  were  desirous  of  reforming  their  kirk 
government,  "  this  nation  "  was  "  then  happy  and  in  peace,  though 
inwardly  sick  of  being  well ; "  and  thus  proceeds:  "There  were 
so  many  chosen  into  the  Long  Parliament,  that  were  of  a  conjunct 
council  with  those  very  zealous  and  as  factious  reformers,  as  begot 
such  a  confusion  by  the  sever^  desires  and  designs  in  many  of 
the  members  of  that  parliament  (all  did  never  consent),  and  at 
last  in  the  very  conmion  people  of  this  nation,  that  they  were  so 
lost  by  contrary  designs,  fears,  and  confusions,  as  to  believe  the 
Scots  and  their  Covenant  would  restore  them  to  that  former  tran- 
quillity which  they  had  lost.  And  to  that  end  the  Presbyterian 
party  of  this  nation  did  again,  in  the  year  1643,  invite  the  Scotch 
Covenanters  back  into  England  :  and  hither  they  came,  marching 
iwth  it  gloriously  upon  their  pikes  and  in  their  hats,  with  this 
motto,  *  For  the  Crown  and  Covenant  of  both  Kingdoms.'  This 
I  saw  and  suffered  by  it  But  when  I  look  back  upon  the  ruin  of 
families,  the  bloodshed,  the  decay  of  common  honesty,  and  how 
the  former  piety  and  plain-dealing  of  this  now  sinful  nation  is 
turned  into  cruelty  and'  cunning ;  when  I  consider  this,  I  praise 
God  that  He  prevented  me  from  being  of  that  party  which  helped 
to  bring  in  this  Covenant,  and  those  sad  confusions  that  have 
followed  it.  And  I  have  been  the  bolder  to  say  this  of  myself, 
because  in  a  sad  discourse  with  Dr  Sanderson,  I  heard  him  make 
the  like  grateful  acknowledgment"^ 

Walton  relates  from  his  own  knowledge  the  following  remark- 

^  1  Walton's  Lives,  ed.  Zouch,  II.  200^  901. 
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able  fact  respecting  the  execution  of  Archbishop  Laud,  which 
took  place  on  the  loth  of  January  1645  :  "About  this  time  the 
Bishop  of  Canterbury  having  been  by  an  unknown  law  condemned 
to  die,  and  the  execution  suspended  for  some  days,  many  citizens, 
fearing  time  and  cool  thoughts  might  procure  his  pardon,  became 
so  maliciously  impudent  as  to  shut  up  their  shops,  professing  not 
to  open  them  till  justice  was  executed.  This  madice  and  madness 
b  scarcely  credible,  but  I  saw  it."  ^ 

This  statement  proves  that  Walton  was  in  London  in  January 
1645  ;  and  it  is  certain,  from  the  following  circumstance,  that  he 
was  also  in  the  metropolis  in  December  1647.  The  House  of 
Commons  having  ordered  that  all  professors,  heads  of  houses,  and 
others  in  the  University  of  Oxford,  should  take  the  covenant, 
n^ative  oath,  and  the  ordinance  for  Church  discipline  and 
worship,  or  be  expelled,  the  University  requested  to  be  allowed  to 
state  its  reasons  for  non-compliance.  A  committee  was  appointed 
to  hear  the  arguments  of  the  persons  deputed  for  the  purpose ; 
and  on  the  2d  of  December  1647,  Dr  George  Morley,  a  particu- 
lar friend  of  Walton's,  who  was  then  canon  of  Christ  Church, 
pleaded  the  right  of  the  University  to  be  heard  by  counsel  with 
great  effect.^  One  of  the  members  of  the  committee,  whom 
Walton  describes  as  "  a  powerful  man  in  the  Parliament,"  wish- 
ing to  protect  Morley  from  expulsion  by  the  visitors  who  were 
soon  afterwards  despatched  to  Oxford  to  enforce  the  ordinance, 
sent  for  Walton,  and,  he  says,  "  told  me  that  he  had  such  a  love 
for  Dr  Morley,  that  knowing  he  would  not  take  the  oaths,  and 
must  therefore  be  ejected  his  college,  and  leave  Oxford ;  he 
desired  I  would  therefore  write  to  him  to  ride  out  of  Oxford  when 
the  visitors  came  into  it,  and  not  return  till  they  left  it,  and  he 
should  be  sure  then  to  return  in  safety ;  and  that  by  so  doing  he 
should,  without  taking  any  oath,  or  other  molestation,  enjoy  his 
canon's  place  in  the  college.  I  did  receive  this  intended  kindness 
with  a  sudden  gladness,  because  I  was  sure  the  party  had  a  power 
to  do  what  he  professed,  and  as  stu'e  he  meant  to  perform  it,  and 
did  therefore  write  the  doctor  word ;  to  which  his  answer  was, 
that  I  must  not  fail  to  return  my  friend  (who  still  lives)  his  humble 
and  undissembled  thanks,  though  he  could  not  accept  of  his  in- 
tended  kindness  ;  for  when  Dr  Fell  (then  the  dean),  Dr  Gardner, 
Dr  Paine,  Dr  Hammond,  Dr  Sanderson,  and  all  the  rest  of  the 
collie  were  turned  out,  except  Dr  Wall,  he  should  take  it  to  be, 

'  Walton's  laTeSy  ed  Zoach,  II.  224. 

>  Walker's  Sufferiogs  of  the  Clergy,  p.  \3fx    Commooft'  Journals,  V.  83,  284. 
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if  not  a  sin,  yet  a  shame,  to  be  left  behind  with  him  only.  Dr 
Wall  I  knew,  and  will  speak  nothing  of  him,  for  he  is  dead."  * 

Walton  does  not  mention  the  name  of  the  member  of  the  com- 
mittee to  whom  he  alludes,  but  the  conjecture  that  it  was  Mr 
Swinfen,  who  was  one  of  his  friends,  has  been  confirmed  by  a 
manuscript  note  in  the  copy  of  the  Life  of  Bishop  Sanderson 
which  he  presented  to  that  gentleman,  where  some  one,  and  pro- 
bably his  granddaughter,  has  written,  opposite  to  the  preceding 
paragraph,  "  my  grandfather  Swinfen."  * 

Two  very  interesting  anecdotes  of  Charles  the  First,  whom 
Walton  elsewhere  calls  "  the  knowing  and  conscientious  King,** 
and  "  the  martyr  for  the  Church,"  occur  in  the  Memoir  of  Sander- 
son, who  attended  his  Majesty  in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  and  had 
many  private  conferences  with  him  on  the  affairs  of  the  Church. 
"  Let  me  here,"  says  Walton,  "  take  occasion  to  tell  the  reader 
this  truth,  very  fit,  but  not  commonly  known  ;  that  in  one  of  these 
conferences  this  conscientious  King  was  told  by  a  faithful  and 
private  intelligencer,  that  *  if  he  assented  not  to  the  parliament's 
« proposals,  the  treaty  'twixt  him  and  them  would  break  imme- 
diately, and  his  life  would  then  be  in  danger;  he  was  sure  he 
knew  it'  To  which  his  answer  was,  '  I  have  done  what  I  can 
to  bring  my  conscience  to  a  compliance  with  their  proposals,  and 
cannot ;  and  I  will  not  lose  my  conscience  to  save  my  life.'  And 
within  a  very  short  time  after,  he  told  Dr  Sanderson  and  Dr 
Morley,  or  one  of  them  that  then  waited  with  him,  that  *the 
remembrance  of  two  errors  did  much  afflict  him,  which  were, 
his  assent  to  the  Earl  of  Strafford's  death,  and  the  abolishing  of 
Episcopacy  in  Scotland ;  and  that  if  God  ever  restored  him  to  be 
in  peaceable  possession  of  his  crown,  he  would  demonstrate  his 
repentance  by  a  public  confession  and  voluntary  penance  (I  think 
barefoot)  from  the  Tower  of  London  or  Whitehall  to  St  Paul's 
Church,  and  desire  the  people  to  intercede  with  God  for  his 
pardon.'  I  am  sure  one  of  them,  that  told  it  me,  lives  still,  and 
will  witness  it.  And,"  he  adds,  '*  it  ought  also  to  be  observed 
that  Dr  Sanderson's  Lectures  *  de  Juramento '  were  so  approved 
and  valued  by  the  King,  that  in  this  time  of  his  imprisonment 
and  soUtude  he  translated  them  into  exact  English,  desiring  Dr 
Juxon  (then  Bishop  of  London),  Dr  Hammond,  and  Sir  Thomas 

*  Walton's  Lives,  ed.  Zouch,  II.  mx,  aaa. 

*  This  copy  of  the  "  Life  of  Sanderson"  was  formerly  in  the  possession  of  Mr  Pickci* 
ing,  the  ^blisher  of  the  first  edition  of  this  work.  The  note  was  probably  written  by 
Mrs  Jervis,  the  only  child  of  John  Swinfen,  Esq.,  and  granddaughter  of  the  Mr  Swinfa& 
mentioned  in  the  text    Mrs  Jerris  was  the  grandmother  of  the  ute  Earl  of  St  Vincent. 
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Herbert  (who  then  attended  him  in  his  restraint),  to  compare 
them  with  the  original.  The  last  still  lives,  and  has  declared  it, 
with  some  other  of  that  King's  excellencies,  in  a  letter  under  his 
own  hand,  which  was  lately  showed  me  by  Sir  William  Dugdale, 
king-at-arms.  The  translation  was  designed  to  be  put  into  the 
King's  library  at  St  James's ;  but,  I  doubt,  not  now  to  be  found 
there."  « 

There  is  some  diflSculty  in  deciding  whether  the  King  made  this 
communication  to  Dr  Sanderson  or  to  Dr  Morley ;  but  it  is 
obvious  that  Walton  heard  of  it  from  the  latter,  because  Sander- 
son was  dead  when  Walton  wrote  his  memoir,  and  he  expressly 
says  that  his  informant  was  then  living. 

In  1646,  Francis  Quarles's  "  Shepherds'  Eclogues"  were  printed 
by  John  and  Richaiid  Marriott,  with  an  Address  to  the  Reader 
dated  on  the  25th  of  November  1645,  ^^^^  signed  "John  Marriott ; " 
but  no  one  who  is  acquainted  with  Walton's  style,  and  especially 
with  **  The  Complete  Angler,"  can  doubt  that  this  Address  pro- 
ceeded from  his  pen.  As  Quarles  had  been  secretary  to  Walton's 
friend  Archbishop  Usher,  and  as  he  was  a  zealous  Royalist,^  and 
apparently  an  angler,^  he  was  perhaps  personally  known  to 
Walton.  It  is  however  certain  that  Walton  was  then  well 
acquainted  with  the  Marriotts,  and  nothing  is  more  probable 
than  that  they  should  have  requested  him  to  write  the  prefatory 
matter  to  a  posthumous  work,^  which  was  to  appear  upon  their 
responsibility.  The  intern^  evidence  that  the  Address  was 
written  by  Walton  is  so  strong  that  it  will  be  inserted  without 
the  slightest  fear  of  its  not  being  attributed  to  the  real  author: 

"To  THB  Reader, — ^Though  the  author  had  some  years  before  his 
lamented  death,  composed,  reviewed,  and  corrected  these  Eclogues ;  yet, 
he  left  no  epistle  to  the  reader,  bat  only  a  title,  and  a  blank  lesdf  for  that 
purpose.  Whether  he  meant  some  allegorical  exposition  of  the  Shepherds* 
names^  or  their  Eclogues,  is  doubtful :  but  'tis  certain,  that  as  they  are^ 
they  appear  a  perfect  pattern  of  the  author :  whose  person,  and  mind, 
were  both  lovely,  and  his  conversation  such  as  distilled  pleasuie,  know- 
ledge, and  virtue,  into  his  friends  and  acquaintance.  'Tis  confessed  these 
Eclogues  are  not  so  wholly  divine  as  many  of  his  published  Meditations, 
which  speak  '  his  affections  to  be  set  upon  things  that  are  above,'  and  yet 
even  such  men  have  their  intermitted  hours,  and  (as  their  company  gives 

*  Walton's  Lives,  ed.  Zouch,  II.  9x4,  217. 

7  Biographia  Britannica,  edit.  1760,  art.  QwtrUs. 
>  See  several  verses  in  his  Eclo^es. 

*  It  is  said  in  the  Biographia  Bntannica  that  Quarles  died  on  the  8th  September  164^; 
Imt  according  to  the  following  statement  in  Smith's  Obituarv*  Addjtional  MS.  886,  in 
the  British  Museum,  he  died  on  the  i"»>»  nf  tha»  mAnth  ?  "** 
iaaous  poet,  died  X9th  September  X644." 
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occasion)  commixtures  of  heavenly  and  earthly  thoughts.  You  are  there- 
fore requested  to  fancy  him  cast  by  fortune  into  the  company  of  some  yet 
unknown  shepherds,  and  you  have  a  liberty  to  believe  'twas  by  this  follow- 
ing accident. 

"He  in  a  summer's  morning  (about  that  hour  when  the  great  eye  of 
heaven  first  opens  itself  to  give  light  to  us  mortals),  walking  a  gentle  pace 
towards  a  brook  (whose  spring-head  was  not  far  distant  from  his  peaceful 
habitation),  fitted  with  angle,  lines,  and  flies  ;  flies  proper  for  that  season 
(being  the  fruitful  month  of  May),  intending  all  diligence  to  beguile  the 
timorous  trout  (with  which  the  watery  element  aboimded),  observed  a  more 
than  common  concourse  of  Shepherds,  all  bending  their  unwearied  steps 
towards  a  pleasant  meadow  withm  his  present  prospect,  and  had  his  eyes 
made  more  happy  to  behold  the  two  fair  Shepherdesses,  Amaryllis  and 
Aminta,  strewing  the  footpaths  with  lilies  and  ladysmocks,  so  newly 
gathered  by  their  fair  hands,  that  they  yet  smelt  more  sweet  than  the 
morning,  and  immediately  met  (attended  with  Clora,  Clorinda,  and  many 
othcc  wood-nymphs)  the  fair  and  virtuous  Parthenia ;  who,  after  a  cour- 
teous salutation  and  inquiry  of  his  intended  journey,  told  him  the  neigh- 
bour Shepherds  of  that  part  of  Arcadia  had  dedicated  that  day  to  be  kept 
holy  to  tne  honour  of  their  god  Pan ;  and  that  they  had  designed  her 
mistress  of  a  love-feast,  which  was  to  be  kept  that  present  day,  in  an  arbour 
built  that  morning  for  that  purpose.  She  told  him  also  that  Orpheus 
would  be  there  and  bring  his  harp,  Pan  his  pipe,  and  Tityrus  his  oaten 
reed,  to  make  music  at  this  feast;  she  therefore  persuaded  him,  not  to 
lose,  but  change  that  day's  pleasure ;  before  he  coidd  return  an  answer, 
they  were  unawares  entered  into  a  living  moving  lane,  made  of  Shepherds 
and  Pilgrims,  who  had  that  morning  measured  many  miles  to  be  the  eye- 
witnesses of  that  day's  pleasure.  This  lane  led  them  into  a  large  arbour, 
whose  walls  were  made  of  the  yielding  willow  and  smooth  beech  boughs, 
and  covered  over  with  sycamore  leaves  and  honeysuckles.  I  might  now 
tell  in  what  manner  (after  her  first  entrance  into  this  arbour)  Philoclea 
(Phildclea,  the  fair  Arcadian  Shepherdess)  crowned  her  temples  with  a 
garland,  with  what  flowers,  and  by  whom  it  was  made ;  I  might  tell  what 
guests  (besides  Astrea  and  Adonis)  were  at  this  feast ;  and  who  (besides 
Mercury)  waited  at  the  table,  this  I  might  tell:  but  may  not,  cannot 
express  what  music  the  Gods  and  Wood-Njnnphs  made  within ;  and  the 
linnets,  larks,  and  nightingales  about  this  arbour  during  this  holy  day; 
which  began  in  harmless  mirth,  and  (for  Bacchus  and  his  gang  were 
absent)  ended  in  love  and  peace,  which  Pan  (for  he  only  can  do  it)  continue 
in  Arcadia,  and  restore  to  the  disturbed  island  of  Britannia,  and  grant  that 
each  honest  Shepherd  may  again  sit  under  his  own  vine  and  fig-tree,  and 
feed  his  own  flock,  and  with  love  enjoy  the  fruits  of  peace,  and  be  znore 
thankfid. 

"  Reader,  at  this  time  and  place,  the  author  contracted  a  friendship  with 
certain  single-hearted  Shepherds,  with  whom  (as  he  returned  from  his  river 
recreations)  he  often  rested  himself;  and,  whilst  in  the  calm  evening  their 
flocks  fed  about  them,  heard  their  discourse,  which  (with  the  Shepherds' 
names)  is  presented  in  these  Eclogues. 

"  A  friend  of  the  author's  wished  me  to  tell  thee  so  j  this  23d  of  Novem- 
ber 1645.  Jo:  Marriot." 

About  the  year  1646  Walton  again  married.     His  second  wife 
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was  Anne,  the  daughter  of  Thomas  Ken,  an  attorney  in  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas,  by  (his  first  wife)  Jane,  daughter  of  Rowland 
Hughes,  of  Essenden,  in  Hertfordshire,  but  the  exact  date  of  his 
marriage  has  not  been  discovered.^  The  family  of  Ken^  is  of 
considerable  antiquity  in  Somersetshire,  and  has  attained  celebrity 
by  having  produced  Thomas  Ken,  Bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells,  a 
prelate  distinguished  for  his  learning,  piety,  and  virtues. 

Anne  Ken  could  not  have  been  less  than  five-and-thirty  when 
she  gave  her  hand  to  Izaak  Walton,  who  was  seventeen  years  her 
senior,  he  having  then  attained  the  mature  age  of  about  fifty-three. 
Of  her  personal  attractions  nothing  is  known,  but  her  talents  and 
acquirements  were  of  a  very  superior  order.  She  was  eminently 
prudent,  possessed  very  extensive  information,  and  was  of  *'the 
primitive  piety,"  merits  which,  her  husband  states,  were  **  adorned 
with  true  humility  and  much  Christian  meekness."  Walton's 
marriage  tended  materially  to  increase  his  happiness,  and  the 
fifteen  or  sixteen  years  of  their  union  seem  to  have  been  passed 
in  the  enjoyment  of  every  comfort 

According  to  Anthony  Wood,^  who  was  well  acquainted  with 

1  The  record  of  the  licence  for  their  marriage  cannot  be  found,  and  the  registers  of 
Cripplegate  and  of  St  Andrew's,  Hoi  bom,  having  been  searched  without  success,  thero 
is  no  due  to  the  place  where  it  was  celebrated. 

'  By  his  first  wife,  above  named,  Thomas  Ken  had  three  children,  viz.,  Anne,  who 
was  bom  about  1620 ;  Jane,  who  married  John  Symons ;  and  Thomasj  who  is  called 
"eldest  son  by  the  first  wife"  in  the  pedigree  which  his  father  entered  in  the  Herald's 
Visitation  of  London  in  1634,  and  who  was  buried  at  Crirolegate  in  February  1636.  Mr 
Ken  married,  secondl^t  Martha,  daughter  of  Ion  Chalkbifl,  of  Kingsbury,  in  Middlesex, 
by  whom  (who  died  in  March  1641)  he  had  John  Ken,  bom  in  June  1637,  who  died 
unmarried  m  1651 ;  Jon,  bora  in  July  1632,  became  treasurer  to  the  East  India  Company, 
married  Rose,  sister  of  Sir  Thomas  Veraon  of  Coleman  Street,  and  was  livine  in  1683 ; 
Martha,  bora  in  June  x6a8 ;  Mary,  bora  in  February  1630,  who  appears  to  have  died 
before  1638 ;  Margaret,  bora  in  March  1631 ;  Elizabeth,  bora  in  April  263^ :  another 
Mary,  bora  in  August  7638L  and  died  in  December  1639 ;  Martin,  bora  in  March  X64Z  : 
and  Thomas,  bora  at  Berkhamstead  in  Jul>r  1637,  who  became  Bishop  of  Bath.  Of 
Margaret,  Elizabeth,  and  Martin  Ken,  nothing  more  has  been  discovered.  So  parti- 
cular an  account  of  the  children  of  Thomas  Ken  is  rendered  necessary  for  the  purpose 
of  correcting  an  error  which  Mr  Bowles,  the  latest  biographer  of  Bishop  Ken,  has  com- 
mitted  by  stating  that  he  was  the  issue  of  his  father's  ^rx/  wife,  and  consequently  that 
he  was  brother  of  the  whole  blood  to  Mrs  Walton.  This  mistake  is  the  more  remarkable, 
because  Mr  Bowles  professes  to  correct  the  statement  of  Hawkins,  the  gtand-nephew 
and  executor  of  the  bishop,  who  says  in  his  memoir  of  the  prelate,  printed  only  two  years 
after  his  death,  that  he  was  **  the  ^oun^si  son  of  Thomas  Ken,  of  Furaival's  Inn,  by 
Martkot  his  wife."  A  more  experienced  genealogist  than  Mr  Bowles  might,  however, 
have  been  misled  by  finding  that  in  the  pedigree  registered  by  his  father  in  1614,  a 
Tkfimat  Ken  is  expressly  stated  to  have  been  his  "  eldest  son  by  the  first  wife,"  but  a 
comparison  of  dates  at  once  shows  that  the  bishop  was  a  different  person.  The  birth 
of  Bishop  Ken  is  proved  by  the  certificate  of  his  admission  to  Winchester  College  in 
January  1651,  when  he  was  thirteen  years  old,  to  have  taken  place  about  1637,  whereat 
if  he  had  been  the  l*homas  who  is  mentioned  in  the  Herald's  Visitation  of  1634,  he  must 
in  1651  have  been  at  least  twenty-five,  because  John  Ken,  his  half-brother,  and  the  issue 
of  his  father's  second  marriage,  was  baptized  on  the  7th  of  January  1637.  l*he  certificate 
of  the  burial  in  February  1636,  of  the  Thomas  Ken  who  was  living  in  1634  (which  has 
•oly  lately  been  obtained),  places  the  point  beyond  dispute. 

'  Athen.  Oxon.  by  Bli^  I.  698. 
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Walton,  and  might  be  supposed  to  have  been  accurately  informed 
of  the  fact,  he  continued  "in  Qiancery  Lane  till  about  1643  (^ 
which  time  he  found  it  dangerous  for  honest  men  to  be  there),  he 
left  that  city,  and  lived  sometimes  at  Stafford  and  elsewhere,  but 
mostly  in  the  families  of  the  eminent  clergymen  of  England,  of 
whom  he  was  much  beloved."  The  part  of  this  statement  which 
fixes  Walton*s  removal  from  London  to  the  year  1643  has  been 
proved  erroneous,  because  he  did  not  leave  Chancery  Lane  until 
about  August  1644 ;  and  as  he  was  certainly  in  London  in  January 
1645,  and  in  December  1647,  and,  as  will  be  afterwards  shown, 
was  living  there  in  1650,  it  is  extremely  doubtful  when,  if  ever,  he 
retired  to  Stafford.  Very  little  has  been  discovered  respecting 
him  between  1645  and  1650;  and  it  does  not  appear  that  he 
printed  anything  in  that  period ;  but  it  has  been  confidently  stated 
by  many  writers  that  Walton  sought  seclusion  and  safety  during 
the  civil  wars,  in  a  cottage  of  his  own  near  to  his  native  town  of 
Stafford,  where  he  indulged  in  his  favourite  pursuits  of  literature 
and  angling.  Disgusted  with  public  events,  and  grieved  to  the 
heart  at  the  murder  of  his  sovereign,  the  destruction  of  the  Epis- 
-cop^  Giurch,  and  the  dispersion  and  distress  of  its  conscientious 
ministers,  among  the  most  eminent  of  whom  were  many  of  his 
dearest  friends,  he  probably  refrained  from  reflecting  upon  events 
which  he  could  only  bitterly  deplore ;  but  it  is  nearly  certain  that 
he  did  not  leave  lx)ndon,  excepting  for  temporary  and  occasional 
visits  to  Stafford,  until  after  the  Restoration. 

Mr  Bowles,  in  his  Life  of  Bishop  Ken,^  has  not  only  assumed 
that  Dr  Morley  was  Walton's  guest,  at  his  cottage  in  Staifordshire, 
from  April  1648  until  the  first  week  in  May  1 649,*  but  he  exercised 
the  poetical  talents  for  which  he  is  justly  celebrated,  by  imagining 
a  dialogue  to  havp  taken  place  between  Morley  and  Walton  and 
his  wife  dtuing  Morle/s  visit.  It  is  always  painful  to  destroy  the 
fabrics  of  genius ;  but  biography  is  not  a  proper  field  for  flights  of 
poesy;  and  however  pleasing  might  be  such  an  episode  in  the  life  of 
Walton,  as  his  having  afforded  shelter  to  the  venerable  Morley  in  his 
adversity,  contrasting,  as  it  would  forcibly  have  don^,  with  Walton's 
having  passed  the  latter  years  of  his  life  in  the  episcopal  residences 
of  that  eminent  person,  it  must  nevertheless  be  said,  that  there  is 
no  evidence  that  Morley  ever  visited  Walton  in  Staffordshire,  or 
that  he  was  indebted  to  him  for  any  particular  services. 

*  Life  of  Ken,  vol.  i.  p.  139.  Mr  Bowles'  aatbority  for  sutinf  that  Morley  took 
shelter  with  Walton  in  Staffbrashiret  after  hit  ejection  from  Oxfordf  appears  to  have 
been  derived  from  traditional  information  only.    Ibid,  ppw  93-95. 

ft  VoL  L  p.  99*  et  s«4' 
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It  is  remarkable  that  no  other  allusion  should  occur  in  Walton's 
works  to  his  having  resided  at  or  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Stafford, 
than  a  line  in  the  song  called  "  The  Angler's  Wish,"  before  men- 
tioned, wherein  he  says  that  one  of  his  desires  is  to 

'*  Loiter  long  days  near  Shawford  brook/' 

the  name  of  the  part  of  the  river  Sow,  about  five  miles  from  Stafford, 
which  runs  through  the  land  bequeathed  by  Walton  to  the  cor- 
poration of  that  town  for  charitable  purposes;  but  as  this  wish> 
may  have  been  formed  at  a  distance  from  the  locality,  it  is  no 
proof  that  the  writer  was  habitually  indulging  in  the  gratification, 
at  the  time  when  the  desire  for  it  was  expressed.  That  Walton 
visited  Stafford  occasionally  is  however  indisputable. 

On  the  nth  of  March  1648,  and  probably  in  London,  Mrs 
Walton  was  delivered  of  a  daughter,  who  received  her  mother's 
name  of  Anne.  This  event  is  recorded  in  W^ton's  handwriting, 
with  many  other  entries  of  a  similar  nature,  in  a  copy  of  his 
prayer-book  •  formerly  belonging  to  Dr  Hawes ;  and  as  it  is  a 
very  interesting  relic  of  the  original  owner,  and  has  been  celebrated 
by  Mr  Bowles,''^  it  is  proper  to  state  that  the  book  in  question  is 
a  small  folio  edition  of  **The  Book  of  Conmion  Prayer  and 
Administration  of  the  Sacraments  and  other  Rites  and  Ceremonies 
of  the  Church  of  England,"  printed  by  Barker  in  1639 ;  and  that 
it  has  always  remained  in  the  possession  of  his  descendants. 

Before  the  year  1650  Walton  took  a  house  in  the  parish  of 
Qcrkenwcll,  where  Mrs  Walton  gave  birth  to  a  son,  who  was 
baptized  in  St  James's  Church  by  the  name  of  Isaak,  on  the  loth 
of  February  1650 ;  but  this  child  lived  only  a  few  months,  and 
was  buried  at  Qerkenwell  on  the  10th  of  June  following.  ^  The 
disappointment  which  Walton  had  frequently  experienced  in  not 
having  a  son  to  inherit  his  good  name,  was  however  happily  com- 
pensated in  the  ensuing  year,  when  his  wife  was  again  delivered 
of  a  boy,  of  whose  birth  the  annexed  account  was  written  by  his 
father  in  the  family  prayer-book,  which  agrees  with  the  parish 
register  of  Qerkenwell :  •  "  My  last  son  Isaac,  bom  the  7th  of 
September  165 1,  at  half  an  hour  after  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 
being  Sunday,  and  so  was  baptized  in  the  evening  by  Mr  Thrus- 

•  "  My  doffhter  Anne  borne  the  eleventh  of  March  1647."    [1647-8.] 
J  life  of  Ken,  vol.  i.  passim. 

_"  "Isaaicke  sonne  to  Isaack  Walton  and  .  .  .  uz.  x'pened  20th  February  X640.''— 
Rcf  Uter  of  St  James's,  Clerkenwell. 
'Muacke  sonn  to  Isaack  Walton,  [buried]  10th  Tune  1650."— Ibid. 

*  "Isaacksontolnaack  Waltonand  .  .  .  x^pened  7th  September  1651."— Register 
cf  the  parish  of  Clerkenwell,  which  also  contains  the  following  entrv  of  a  son  dLGtorn 
Walton :  "  Abraham  son  to  Gca  Walton,  [buried]  x8ih  March  1653." 
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tros,^  in  my  house  in  Clerkenwell,  Mr  Henry  Davison  and  brother 
Beauchamp  were  his  god-fathers,  and  Mrs  Row  his  god-mother." 

Of  the  parties  here  mentioned  all  which  can  be  said  is  that 
Mr  Thrustros  was  apparently  the  rector  or  curate  of  ClerkenwelL 
Mr  Henry  Davison  was  a  member  of  Gray's  Inn,  and  was  pro- 
bably descended  from  Secretary  Davison,  the  connection  between 
whose  family  and  that  of  Cranmer  has  been  pointed  out.* 
Walton's  "brother  Beauchamp*'  was  James  Beacham,  a  gold- 
smith of  London,  and  the  husband  of  Martha  Ken,  Mrs  Walton's 
half-sister.  Mrs  Row  was  probably  the  wife  either  of  the  "Nat 
or  R.  Roe "  who  accompanied  Walton  in  his  fishing  excursions^ 
and  who  were  distantly  related  to  him. 

In  165 1  Walton  published  a  collection  of  the  writings  of  Sir 
Henry  Wotton  under  the  title  of  "  Reliquiae  Wottonianae,"  with 
a  memoir  of  the  author.'  He  was  induced  to  become  Wotton's 
biographer  at  the  solicitation  of  Sir  Edward  Bysshe,  Clarencieux 
King-of-Arms,  Charles  Cotton,  whose  name  is  identified  with  **The 
Complete  Angler,"  and  Nicholas  Oudert,  the  confidential  servant 
of  Wotton ;  and  the  manner  in  which  he  executed  the  task  they 
imposed  upon  him,  fully  justified  their  request  With  his  wonted 
modesty,  he  thus  speaks  of  the  motives  by  which  he  was 
influenced  : — 

"Sir  Henry  Wotton  was  a  branch  of  such  a  kindred  as  left  a  stock  of 
reputation  to  their  posterity ;  such  reputation  as  might  kindle  a  generous 
emulation  in  strangers,  and  preserve  a  noble  ambition  in  those  of  his  name 
and  family  to  perform  actions  worthy  of  their  ancestors.  And  that  Sir 
Henry  Wotton  did  so,  might  appear  more  perfectly  than  my  pen  can 
express  it,  if,  of  his  many  surviving  friends,  some  one  of  higher  parts  and 
employment  had  been  pleased  to  have  commended  his  to  posterity  ;  but 
since  some  years  are  now  past,  and  they  have  all  (I  know  not  why)  forborne 
to  do  it,  my  gratitude  to  the  memory  of  my  dead  friend,  and  the  renewed 
request  of  one  *  that  still  lives  (Mr  Nicholas  Oudert)  solicitous  to  see  this 

1  Sec  Note  B. 

*  The  will  of  "  Henry  Davison,  of  Gray's  Inn,  gentleman,"  was  dated  on  the  3d  of 
April,  and  proved  on  the  30th  of  May  165a.  He  does  not  appear  to  haVe  been  married, 
but  had  two  sisters,  Jane,  then  the  wife  of  Richard  Clcare,  and  Mary,  who  was  ua* 
married.     A  Mr  Henry  Neville  was  his  executor. 

8  Sir  John  Hawkins  (p.  17)  conjectures  that  the  Life  of  Wotton  was  finished  in  1644, 
because  in  the  preface  to  the  collected  edition  of  Walton's  Lives,  he  says,  **  having 
written  these  two  Lives"  [of  Donne  and  Wotton],  he  "lay  quiet  twenty  years **  be/bte 
he  commenced  the  Life  of  Hooker,  uhich  appeared  in  1664.  Walton  is  not  always 
exact  in  his  dates  ;  but  Hawkins's  suggestion  seems  to  be  erroneous  from  Walton's  stat- 
ing that  it  was  printed  as  fa^t  as  it  was  written,  the  MS.  being  supplied  to  the  printer  in 
detached  pieces.    Vide  p.  xliii.  postea. 

*  In  the  first  two  editions  of  tne  "  Reliquise  Wottonianae,"  this  passage  is  so  written  : 
and  "Mr  Nic  Oudert"  only  is  referred  to ;  but  in  the  third  edition,  printed  in  1679,  it 
is  altered  to  "  of  some  that  still  live,**  and  the  marginal  note  is  as  follows :  **  Sir  Kdward 
Bish,  Clarentieux  King-of*Arms,  Mr  Charles  Cotton,  and  Mr  Nic  Oudert,  sometime  Sir 
Henry  Wotton's  servant" 
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duty  performed  ;  these  have  had  a  power  to  persuade  me  to  undertake  it ; 
which  truly  I  have  not  done  but  with  some  distrust  of  mine  own  abilities, 
and  yet  so  far  from  despair,  that  I  am  modestly  confident  my  bumble 
language  shall  be  accepted,  because  I  present  all  readers  with  a  commixture 
of  truth,  and  Sir  Henry  Wotton's  merits." 

The  first  edition  of  the  "  Reliquiae  Wottonianae  **  was  dedicated 
to  Mary  Baroness  Wotton,  daughter  of  Sir  Arthur  Throckmorton, 
and  widow  of  Thomas,  second  Lord  Wotton,  of  Marley,  the 
nephew  of  Sir  Henry  Wotton,  and  to  her  three  daughters, 
Katherine,  wife  of  Henry  Lord  Stanhope  (eldest  son  of  Philip, 
first  Earl  of  Chesterfield),  who  was  afterwards  created  Countess 
of  Giesterfield  for  life ;  Margaret,  wife  of  Sir  John  Tufton ;  and 
Ann,  the  wife  of  Sir  Edward  Hales.  Walton's  dedication  has 
the  singular  merit  of  being  free  from  the  serviUty  and  nauseous 
flattery  by  which  similar  productions  were  then,  and  have  since 
been,  too  often  defaced  :  he  says, 

*'  Since  books  seem  by  custom  to  challenge  a  dedication,  justice  would 
not  allow,  that  what  either  was,  or  concerned  Sir  Henry  Wotton,  should 
be  appropriated  to  any  other  persons  ;  not  only  foe  that  nearness  of  alliance 
and  blood  (by  which  you  may  challenge  a  civil  right  to  what  was  his) ; 
but,  by  a  title  of  that  entireness  of  affection,  which  was  in  you  to  each 
other,  when  Sir  Henry  Wotton  had  a  being  upon  earth.  And  since  yours 
was  a  friendship  made  up  of  generous  principles,  as  I  cannot  doubt  but 
these  endeavours  to  preserve  his  memory  will  be  acceptable  to  all  that 
loved  him  ;  so  especially  to  you,  from  whom  I  have  had  such  encourage- 
ments as  hath  emboldened  me  to  this  dedication.  Which  you  are  most 
humbly  entreated  may  be  accepted  from  your  very  real  servant,     I.  W." 

The  Life  of  Wotton  was  very  hastily  printed,  the  cause  of  which 
b  not  mentioned;  and  the  author  deprecates  censure  for  any 
incongruities  by  saying  that  "  the  printer  fetched  it  so  fast  by 
pieces  from  the  relator,  that  he  never  saw  what  he  had  writ 
altogether  till  it  was  past  the  press."  In  the  memoir  he  apolo- 
gises for  some  deficiencies  in  consequence  of  the  State  Paper  Office 
'*  having  now  suffered  a  strange  alienation  ;  "  ^  and  he  adds, 
"  indeed  I  want  time  too,  for  the  printer's  press  stays  for  what  is 
written ; "  but  as  the  work  ran  through  several  editions,  he  was 
enabled  to  correct  the  memoir  ;  and  in  no  department  of  literature 
b  the  opportunity  of  improving  a  first  edition  so  necessary  as  in 
Hbtory  or  Biography.  Nearly  every  line  of  works  of  that  nature 
contains  either  a  date  or  a  fact,  accuracy  in  which  must  be 
attained  by  repeated  revision ;  and  they  can  only  be  rendered 
complete,  by  the  introduction,  from  time  to  time,  of  such  informal 
tioQ  as  subsequent  discoveries  may  bring  to  light.  ' 
*  Walton's  Lives,  ed.  Zouch,  I.  239. 
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A  congeniality  of  disposition  and  pursuits,  particularly  in  that 
of  Angling,*  .produced  a  great  intimacy  between  Walton  and 
Wotton  ;  and  he  was  probably  the  "  friend  "  who  is  alluded  to  in 
the  following  lines  in  Wotton's  "  Description  of  the  Spring,  on  a 
Bank,  as  I  sat  a-fishing:  *' 

"The  jealous  Trout,  that  low  did  lie, 
Rose  at  a  well-dissembled  fly : 
There  stood  myjriend.  with  patient  skill 
Attending  of  ms  trembling  quilL" 

Two  letters  from  Sir  Henry  Wotton  to  Walton  are  inserted  in 
the  "  Reliquiae  Wottonianae,"  the  dates  of  which  are  not  preserved. 
The  first,  in  answer  to  Walton's  request  that  he  would  write  the 
Life  of  their  common  friend  Dr  Donne,  has  been  noticed ;  but  the 
second  letter,  in  which  he  sent  Walton  the  following  beautiful 
hymn  written  at  night  during  a  severe  illness,  exhibits  the  estima- 
tion in  which  his  society  and  virtues  were  held  by  that  eminent 
person,  in  vivid  colours: 

"  My  worthy  Friend,— Since  I  last  saw  you,  I  have  been  confined  to 
my  chamber  by  a  quotidian  fever,  I  thank  God,  of  more  contumacy  than 
malignity.  It  had  once  left  me,  as  I  thought,  but  it  was  only  to  fetch 
more  company,  returning  with  a  surcrew  of  those  splenetic  vapours,  that 
are  called  hypochondria^ ;  of  which  most  say  the  cure  is  good  company ; 
and  I  desire  no  better  physician  than  yourself.  I  have  in  one  of  those  fits 
endeavoured  to  make  it  more  easy  by  composing  a  short  Hymn  ;  and  sinoe 
I  have  apparelled  my  best  thoughts  so  lightly  as  in  verse,  I  hope  I  shall  be 
pardoned  a  second  vanity,  if  I  communicate  it  with  such  a  friend  as  your- 
self ;  to  whom  I  wish  a  cheerful  spirit,  and  a  thankful  heart  to  value  it,  as 
one  of  the  greatest  blessings  of  our  good  God,  in  whose  dear  love  I  leave 
you,  remaining,  your  poor  friend  to  serve  you,  H.  Wotton/ 

"  Oh  thou  great  Power  1  in  whom  I  more. 
For  whom  I  live,  to  whom  I  die. 
Behold  me  through  thy  beams  of  love, 
Whilst  on  this  couch  of  tears  I  lie  ;^ 

And  cleanse  my  sordid  soul  within, 

By  thy  Christ's  blood,  the  bath  of  sin. 

No  hallowed  oils,  no  grains  I  need, 
No  rags  of  saints,  no  purging  fire. 
One  rosy  drop  from  David's  seed. 
Was  worlds  of  seas  to  quench  thine  ire.  ^ 

Oh  precious  Ransom  1  which  once  paid 

That  Consummatum  est  was  said. 

And  said  by  him,  that  said  no  more. 
But  seal'd  it  with  his  sacred  breath  ; 
Thou  then  that  hast  despung'd  my  score, 
And  dying  wast  the  death  of  death. 

Be  to  me  now,  on  thee  I  call, 

My  life,  my  strength,  my  joy,  my  alL  H.  Wottow.* 

Soon  afler  the  fatal  battle  of  Worcester,  which  was  fought  on 
the  3d  of  September  165 1,  Walton's  loyalty  caused  him  to  be 

*  See  the  Complete  Angler,  p.  77.  7  £d.  2685,  pp.  361,  36*. 
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intnisted  with  a  commission  of  some  delicacy  if  not  danger.  In 
consequence  of  the  sudden  flight  of  the  King,  the  baggage  in  his 
quarters  at  Worcester  fell  into  Cromweirs  hands.  A  Collar  of 
SS,  and  a  Garter  which  belonged  to  His  Majesty,  formed  part  of 
the  spoil,  and  were  brought  to  the  Parliament  a  few  days  after- 
wards by  Major  Corbet,*  who  was  despatched  by  Cromwell  with 
an  account  of  his  victory.  The  Sovereign's  lesser  George  was, 
however,  preserved  by  Colonel  Blague  ;  who  having  taken  shelter 
at  Blore  Pipe  House,  two  miles  from  Eccleshall,  in  Staffordshire, 
then  the  residence  of  Mr  George  Barlow,  delivered  the  jewel  into 
that  gentleman's  custody.  In  the  ensuing  week,  Mr  Barlow 
carried  it  to  Robert  Milward,  Esquire,  who  was  at  that  time  a 
prisoner  in  the  garrison  of  Stafford,  and  Milward  shortly  after- 
wards g^ve  it  into  "  the  trusty  hands  "  of  Mr  Izaak  Walton,  to 
convey  to  Colonel  Blague,  who  was  confined  by  the  Parliament 
in  the  Tower  of  London.  It  is  said  that  Blague,  "  considering 
it  had  already  past  so  many  dangers,  was  persuaded  it  could  yet 
secure  one  hazardous  attempt  of  his  own  ;  "  and  having  made  his 
escape  from  the  Tower,  he  had  the  gratification  of  restoring  the 
George  to  its  royal  owner.  This  anecdote  is  related  by  Ashmole 
in  his  "  History  of  the  Order  of  the  Garter,"  •  from  the  statement 
of  Blague,  Milward,  and  Walton  themselves ;  and  he  takes  that 
opportimity  of  speaking  of  the  latter  as  "  a  man  well  known, 
and  as  well  beloved  of  all  good  men,  and  will  be  better  known 
to  posterity  by  his  ingenious  pen  in  the  Lives  of  Dr  Donne,  Sir 
Henry  Wotton,  Mr  Richard  Hooker,  and  Mr  George  Herbert." 
Milward  ^  was  an  intimate  friend,  if  not  a  distant  relation  of 
Walton's ;  and  the  circumstance  of  his  being  a  prisoner  at 
Stafford,  when  he  intrusted  the  George  to  him,  makes  it  likely 
that  Walton  was  in  that  town  towards  the  end  of  165 1.  He, 
however,  appears  to  have  been  in  London  on  the  9th  of  September 
in  that  year,  when  his  son  was  bom  ;  and  if  he  went  to  Stafford 
soon  afterwards,  he  must  have  returned  to  the  metropolis  before 
Blague  made  his  escape  from  the  Tower.  Walton  seems  to  have 
resided  at  Gerkenwell  from  1650  uritil  after  the  return  of  Charles 
the  Second,  as  "  Mr  Walton  "  is  recorded  to  have  contributed  to 
the  poor's  rate  in  November  1661,  which  is  the  last  time  the 
name  occurs  in  the  books  of  that  parish.^ 

S  Commons'  Journals. 

*  P.  sa8.    See  also  Plot's  History  of  Staffordshire  and  BoscobeL 

>  This  eentleman  was  the  cousin  of  Charles  Cotton,  and  of  Sir  Aston  Cokaine.  Cokaine 
addressed  several  poems  to  him,  which  are  printed  in  a  collection  of  his  works,  entitled 
**SmaIl  Poems  of  DiTers  Sorts,  written  by  Sir  Aston  Cokaine."    London,  lamo,  1658.. 

*  See  die  Appendix. 


Digitized 


by  Google 


xlvi  LIFE  OF  IZAAK  WALTON.  [1653, 

Some  commendatory  verses  by  Walton  were  prefixed  to  his 
"  worthy  friend  "  Edward  Sparke's  "  Scintillula  Altaris,  or  a  Pious 
Reflection  on  Primitive  Devotion,  as  to  the  Feasts  and  Fasts  of 
the  Christian  Church/'  which  was  printed  in  1652  ;  but  they  are 
inferior  to  his  other  compositions  of  that  description,  and  the  only 
lines  deserving  of  being  quoted  are  : 

"  Each  Saint's  day 
Stands  as  a  land-maik  in  an  erring  age, 
To  guide  frail  mortals  in  their  pilgrimage 
To  the  Celestial  Canaan  ;  and  eacn  fast. 
Is  both  the  soul's  direction,  and  repast. 

Walton  attained  his  sixtieth  year  in  1653,  and  then  published 
the  first  edition  of  "  The  Complete  Angler,"  a  work  to  which  he  is 
more  indebted  for  the  admiration  of  posterity  than  to  his  biogra- 
phical labours.  It  cannot  be  necessary  to  enter  into  a  critical 
disquisition  on  a  work  so  universally  known  as  **  The  Complete 
Angler,"  which,  whether  considered  as  a  treatise  upon  the  art  of 
Angling,  or  as  a  beautiful  pastoral,  abounding  in  exquisite  descrip- 
tions of  rural  scenery,  in  sentiments  of  the  purest  morality,  and 
in  an  unaffected  love  of  the  Creator  and  His  works,  has  long 
ranked  amongst  the  most  popular  compositions  in  our  language  ; 
but  some  observation;;  upon  its  construction  and  merits  will  be 
submitted,  when  adverting  to  the  second  edition. 

The  first  edition  differs  materially  from  all  the  others,  as  the 
dialogue  is  between  two  persons  only,  "  Piscator  "  and  "  Viator," 
and  the  extracts  from  books  are  less  frequent.  Long  before  the 
appearance  of  "The  Complete  Angler,"  numerous  works  had 
been  published,  in  which  the  subjects  of  them  were  related  in 
dialogue ;  and  the  plan  appears  to  have  been  a  favourite  one  with 
the  writers  of  the  sixteenth  and  seventeenth  centuries.  As  might 
be  supposed,  Walton  framed  his  treatise  upon  one  of  those 
examples ;  and  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  he  adopted  as 
his  model  "  A  Treatise  on  the  Nature  of  God,"  a  small  volume 
first  printed  in  1599,  which  not  only  commences  in  nearly  the 
identical  words  of,  but  bears,  in  other  places,^  a  great  similarity 
to  "  The  Complete  Angler ;  "  and  there  is  so  much  resemblance 
between  many  passages  of  Walton's  work  and  Heresbachius' 
Husbandry  by  Googe,  which  was  first  printed  in  1577,*  as  to 
render  it  probable  that  he  was  indebted  to  that  work  for  some  of 
his  ideas.  Though  intended  to  be  a  practical  Treatise  on  Angling, 
Walton  seems  to  have  been  aware  that  the  subject  itself  was  not 

»  See  "The  Complete  Angler,"  Note,  p^  1. 

*  This  work  was  reprinted  in  1586^  and  again  in  1614. 
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sufficiently  interesting;  and  he  therefore  wisely  introduced  a 
variety  of  topics  calculated  to  attract  the  general  reader.  He 
sa}'s  he  did  not  undertake  the  task  to  please  himself;  but  in 
writing  of  it  he  "  had  made  a  recreation  of  a  recreation  ;  "  and 
that  to  prevent  its  reading  ''dull  and  tediously,  he  had  in 
several  places  mixt  some  innocent  mirth,"  which  "innocent 
mirth,"  he  adds,  "  I  am  the  willinger  to  justify,  because  the  whole 
discourse  is  a  kind  of  picture  of  my  own  disposition,  at  least  of 
my  disposition  in  such  days  and  times  as  I  allow  myself  when 
honest  Nat  and  R.  R.  [Roe]  and  I  go  a-fishing  together." 
Walton  justly  ridiculed  the  idea  of  making  an  angler  by  a  book, 
but  suggests  that  most  of  those  who  love  Angling  "may  here 
learn  something  that  may  be  worth  their  money,*  if  they  be  not 
needy:  and  if  they  be,  then  my  advice  is  that  they  forbear,  for  I 
write  not  to  get  money,  but  for  pleasure  ;  and  this  discourse  boasts 
of  no  more,  for  I  hate  to  promise  much  and  fail." 

He  dedicated  the  work  to  John  Offley,  of  Madely  Manor,  in 
Staffordshire,  Esquire,  "  his  most  honoured  friend "  who,  there  is 
some  grounds  for  supposing,  was  remotely  related  to  him.  Mr 
Offley  vras  a  very  skilful  angler,  and  Walton  speaks  of  his  "  former 
flavours  "  to  him.  Sir  Henry  Wotton  told  Walton  "  that  his  inten- 
tions were  to  write  a  discourse  of  the  art,  and  in  praise  of  Angling; " 
and  he  adds^  "  doubtless  he  had  done  so,*  if  death  had  not  pre- 
vented him ; "  thus  in  "  The  Complete  Angler,"  as  in  the  "  Life 
of  Donne,"  Walton  accomplished  an  object  which  had  been 
contemplated  by  Wotton  ;  and  it  is  extremely  likely  that  in  their 
many  conversations  whilst  fishing,  remarks  were  made  by  that 
accomplished  person,  of  which  he  availed  himself ;  a  suggestion 
which  the  frequent  allusions  to  him  in  the  work  render  the  more 
probable. 

On  the  1 8th  of  May  1653,  Walton  proved  the  will  of  his  father- 
in-law,  Mr  Thomas  Ken,  who  died  on  the  12th  of  June  165 1.^ 
That  instrument  was  dated  on  the  12th  of  April  1651,  and  it 
appears  that  Mrs  Walton  received  her  share  of  her  father's 
property  on  her  marriage,  as  Ken  bequeathed  her  only  f^y^ 
shillings,  because  he  had  "  heretofore  bestowed  a  portion  sufficient 
upon  her."  Her  sister  Jane  married  a  person  of  the  name  of  John 
Symonds,  from  whom  she  was  then  separated,  as  her  father  states 

•  Tlie  price  of  the  first  edition  of  **  The  Complete  Angler*  was  eighteenpence. 

*  See  the  Dedication  of  '*The  Complete  Ansjer." 

7  "1651,  June  12,  Mr  Thomas  Ken,  of  Fumivar$  Inne,  the  sherifTs  attorney 
accompUnt,  died."  Vide  Smith's  Catalogue  of  persons  deceased.  Additional  MS.  886^ 
in  the  British  Museum. 
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that  he  had  mamtained  her  "  with  diet  and  lodging  and  other 
necessaries  for  the  space  of  twelve  years  and  above,  to  my  great 
charges,  and  for  whose  sake  I  have  bestowed  a  place  upon  her 
husband  in  the  circuit  of  South  Wales,  to  the  value  of  forty  marks 
per  annum  or  thereabouts,  which  I  conceive  to  have  been  a  greater 
portion  for  her  than  my  estate  could  afford."  He,  however,  left 
her  forty  shillings,  which  were  to  be  paid  "  whensoever  her  said 
husband  shall  take  her  away  with  him  from  London  to  live  with 
him  as  it  is  fit."  The  rest  of  his  property  he  ordered  to  be  equally 
divided  among  his  four  other  children,  Martha,  the  wife  of  James 
Beacham,  Jon  Ken,  Jane  Ken,  and  Thomas  Ken,  all  of  whom 
were  the  issue  of  his  second  marriage  with  Martha  Chalkhill ;  and 
he  appointed  his  sons-in-law,  Izaak  Walton  and  James  Beacham, 
his  executors. 

In  the  ensuing  year,  1654,  the  second  edition  of  the  "  Reliquiae 
Wottonianae  "  was  published,  in  which  Walton  made  large  addi- 
tions: the  apology  (br  inaccuracies  is  omitted,  and  he  had 
evidently  reviewed  the  first  impression  with  great  care.  His  next 
publication  was  in  1655,  when  he  printed  the  second  edition  of 
"  The  Complete  Angler,"  in  which  he  made  so  many  important 
alterations,  that  much  of  his  time  in  the  two  preceding  years  must 
have  been  employed  in  revising  that  work. 

In  the  title,  the  "  Discourse  "  was  stated  to  include  "  Rivers 
and  Fish-ponds,"  as  well  as  Fish  and  Fishing.  Very  slight  varia- 
tions occur  in  the  Dedication  ;  but  several  passages  were  added 
to  the  Address  to  the  Reader,  wherein  he  says  "  that  in  this 
second  impression  there  are  many  enlargements,  gathered  both 
by  my  own  observation  and  the  communication  of  my  friends." 
The  contributions  of  his  friends  were  not,  however,  confined  to 
the  body  of  the  work,  for  seven  of  them  addressed  complimentary 
verses  to  the  author,  which  were  prefixed  to  this  edition.  These 
verses  were  written  by  his  two  brothers-in-law,  John  and  Robert 
Floud;  the  Rev.  Christopher  Harvie,  author  of  "  The  Synagogue;" 
the  Rev.  Thomas  Weaver,  author  of  "Songs  and  Sonnets;" 
Edmund  Powel,  apparently  a  clergyman  of  Stafford;  Henry 
Bagley  or  Bailey,  a  clergyman  ;  and  Alexander  Brome,  who  was 
a  poet,  and,  like  Walton's  friend,  Dr  Morley,  one  of  Ben  Jonson's 
twelve  adopted  sons.  No  date  occurs  to  any  of  the  verses  ;  but 
it  is  remarkable  that  in  the  third  and  subsequent  impressions  of 
**  The  Complete  Angler,"  Powel's  lines  "  To  the  readers  of  my 
most  ingenious  friend's  book,  the  Complete  Angler,"  arc  dated  on 
the  "  3d  of  April  1650,"  whence  it  may  be  faiferred  that  the  work 
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was  written  and  prepared  for  the  press  nearly  three  years  before 
it  was  published.  This  circumstance  may  perhaps  be  attributed 
to  the  imsettled  state  of  the  times,  the  public  mind  being  then  too 
violently  agitated  by  political  affairs  to  feel  interested  in  works 
unconnected  with  passing  events,  and  least  of  all  in  a  treatise  on 
the  tranquil  amusement  of  Angling.  In  the  fifth  edition,  the  date 
of  1649  is  appended  to  Weaver's  verses ;  but  as  they  were  ad- 
dressed not  to  the  readers  of  the  book,  but  "  to  my  dear  friend 
Mr  Iz.  Walton,  in  praise  of  Angling,  which  we  both  love,"  it 
admits  of  no  inference  as  to  the  time  when  the  treatise  was 
written. 

Some  of  the  lines  in  the  verses  of  the  two  Flouds  are  deserving 
of  notice.  The  elder,  John  Floud,  has  well  described  "  The  Com- 
plete Angler  "  by  saying  that 

"There**  none  90  low 
Or  highly  learn'd,  to  whom  hence  may  not  flow. 
Pleasure  and  information  :  both  which  are 
Tauffht  us  with  so  much  art,  that  I  might  swear 
Safely>  the  choicest  critic  cannot  tell, 
Whether  your  matchless  judgment  most  excel 
In  Angling  or  its  praise ;  where  commendation 
First  ouurms,  then  makes  an  art  a  recreation." 

Robert  Floud's  remarks  on  the  resemblance  between  Walton  and 
bis  work,  is  the  testimony  of  an  intimate  acquaintance  to  a  fact, 
of  which  every  reader  of  the  book  must  be  conscious ;  and  which 
b  corroborated  by  Walton's  saying,  that  the  "  whole  discourse  is 
a  kind  of  picture  of  my  own  disposition : " 

"  This  book  is  10  like  you,  and  you  like  it. 
For  harmless  mirth,  expression,  art,  and  wit, 
That  I  protest  ingenuously,  'tis  true, 
I  love  this  mirth,  art,  wit,  the  book,  and  you.*' 

The  Dialogue,  which  is  extended  by  one  hundred  pages  of  new 
matter,  is  sustained  by  three,  instead  of  two  persons  ;  namely,  an 
angler,  a  hunter,  and  a  falconer,  under  the  names  of  Piscator, 
Venator,  and  Auceps.  "  Viator,"  who  was  the  second  individual 
of  the  dramatis  personae  of  the  first  edition,  disappears  ;  and  the 
conversadon  commences  with  remarks  from  each  of  the  inter- 
locutors  in  praise  of  his  own  pursuit  Tottenham  Hill  is  stiU  the 
place,  and  the  morning  of  May-day  the  time  of  their  meeting ; 
and  the  following  account  of  the  plan  of  the  work  may  be  con- 
sidered interesting,  because  the  directions  respecting  Angling,  and 
the  numerous  quotations  and  songs  which  are  introduced,  divert 
the  reader's  attention  from  the  regular  order  of  events. 

Piscator,  in  ascending  Tottenham  Hill  on  a  fishing  excursion, 
overtakes  Venator  a  huntsman,  and  Auceps  a  falconer,  and  after 
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the  usual  compliments  he  expresses  a  hope  that  they  were  going 
towards  Ware.  Venator  replies  that  he  is  going  to  the  Thatched 
House  in  Hoddesden,  where  he  has  appointed  some  friends  to 
meet  him ;  and  Auceps  says  he  will  accompany  them  as  far  as 
Theobalds,  and  there  leave  them,  as  he  must  then  turn  off  to  a 
friend's  house,  who  mews  a  hawk  for  him,  which  he  wishes  to  see. 
They  agree  to  proceed  together,  and  Venator  observes,  in  answer 
to  Piscator,  that  a  little  business  and  more  pleasure  was  the  occa- 
sion of  his  journey,  for  after  dfevoting  that  day  to  the  former,  he 
intended  to  bestow  another  day  or.  two  in  hunting  an  otter ;  on 
which  Piscator  remarks  that  "his  fortune  has  answered  his 
desires,"  as  he  wished  also  to  employ  a  day  or  two  in  destroying 
"  those  villanous  vermin  "  the  otters,  which  he  "  hated  perfectly, 
because  they  loved  Hsh  so  well ; "  and  a^ds,  that  in  his  opinion 
all  men  who  "  keep  otter-dogs  ought  to  have  pensions  from  the 
Commonwealth,"  which  expression  is  changed  in  the  third  edition, 
printed  after  the  Restoration,  to  "pensions  from  the  King." 
Venator  slily  replies,  "But  what  say  you  to  the  foxes  of  the 
Nation,  would  not  you  as  willingly  have  them  destroyed,  for 
doubtless  they  do  as  much  mischief  as  otters  do  ?  " — a  political 
allusion,  of  which  the  whole  point  cannot  now  be  understood; 
but  Piscator  waives  the  subject  by  rejoining,  "  Oh,  Sir,  if  they  do, 
it  is  not  so  much  to  me  and  my  fraternity  as  those  vile  vermin  the 
otters  do."  On  the  hunter's  and  falconer's  speaking  slightingly 
of  Angling,  Piscator  observes  with  much  justice,  "You  know, 
Gentlemen,  'tis  an  easy  thing  to  scoff  at  any  art  or  recreation ;  a 
little  wit  mixed  with  ill-nature,  confidence,  and  malice,  will  do  it, 
but  though  they  often  venture  boldly,  yet  they  are  often  caught 
even  in  their  own  trap."  This  produces  a  challenge  that  each 
shall  say  what  he  can  in  favour  of  his  own  pursuit ;  and  a  disser- 
tation accordingly  follows  upon  Hunting,  Hawking,  and  Angling. 
Piscator's  observations  are,  as  might  be  expected,  the  longest; 
and  his  discoiu^e  is  illustrated  by  passages  from  numerous  authors 
ancient  and  modem,  which,  if  not  always  entertaining,  show  a 
considerable  extent  of  reading.  He  also  introduced  a  poem 
written  by  Sir  Henry  Wotton  when  above  seventy  years  of  age, 
"  as  he  sat  quietly  in  a  summer's  evening  on  a  bank  a-fishing  ;  " 
and  Walton  poetically  observes,  that  it  "glides  as  soft  and 
sweetly  from  his  pen,  as  that  river  does  now  by  which  it  was  then 
made." 

Auceps  leaves  them  at  the  park  wall  of  Theobalds ;  and  when 
Piscator  and  Venator  arrive  at  the  Thatched  House,  they  refresh 
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themselves  with  a  "civil  cup  to  all  the  otter-hunters**  whom 
Venator  was  to  meet  on  the  next  day,  and  "to  all  lovers  of 
Angling."  Venator  then  proposes  that  Piscator  should  meet  him 
on  the  morrow^  and  spend  that  day  in  otter-himting ;  upon  which 
condition  he  would  pass  the  two  ensuing  days  with  Piscator,  and 
*'  do  nothing  but  angle  and  talk  of  fish  and  fishing.''  Piscator 
readily  agrees,  and  his  promise  to  be  at  Amwell  Hill  before  sun- 
rise the  next  morning  terminates  the  proceedings  of  the  First 
day. 

Piscator  and  Venator  meet  at  the  appointed  hour,  on  the  2d  of 
May,  on  Amwell  HilL  They  join  the  other  himtsmen  :  the  otter 
is  caught ;  and  a  conversation  ensues  respecting  those  animals. 
Piscator  begs  for  ^  young  otter  for  the  purpose  of  taming  it ;  and 
one  of  the  huntsmen  suggests  that  they  shall  "  go  to  an  honest 
alehouse,  where  they  may  have  a  cup  of  good  barley  wine,  sing  ^ 
a  well-known  song  called  " '  Old  Rose,'  and  all  of  them  rejoice 
together."  Venator  invites  Piscator  to  accompany  them ;  and 
proposes  that  he  shall  pay  his  expenses  for  that  night,  and  that 
Piscator  shall  pay  his  to-morrow,  to  which  he  consents ;  and  the 
Second  day  closes. 

On  the  next  morning,  the  3d  of  May,  the  dialogue  commences 
abruptly  by  Venator  saying,  "  Well  now,  let's  go  to  your  sport  of 
Angling  : "  Piscator  conducts  him  to  a  proper  place ;  and  in  reply 
to  Venator^s  questions  of  "  How  he  liked  their  host  and  the  com- 
pany ?  Was  not  their  host  a  witty  man  ? "  says,  "  And  now  to 
your  question  concerning  your  host,  to  speak  truly  he  is  not  to  me 
a  good  companion  :  for  most  of  his  conceits  were  either  Scripture 
jests,  or  lascivious  jests,  for  which  I  count  no  man  witty ;  for  the 
Devil  will  help  a  man  that  way  inclined  to  the  first,  and  his  own 
corrupt  nature  (which  he  always  carries  with  him)  to  the  latter. 
But  a  companion  that  feasts  the  company  with  wit  and  mirth  and 
leaves  out  the  sin  (which  is  usually  mixt  with  them)  he  is  the 
man;  and  indeed  such  a  companion  should  have  his  charges 
borne,  and  to  such  a  company  I  hope  to  bring  you  this  night ; 
for  at  Trout  Hall^  not  far  from  this  place,  where  I  purpose  to 
lodge  to-night,  there  is  usually  an  angler  that  proves  good  com- 
pany. But  for  such  discourse  as  we  heard  last  night,  it  infects 
others,  the  very  boys  will  learn  to  talk  and  swear  as  Aey  heard 
mine  host,  and  another  of  the  company  that  shall  be  nameless ; 
well,  you  know  what  example  is  able  to  do,  and  I  know  what  the 
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poet  •  says  in  the  like  case,  which  is  worthy  to  be  noted  by  all 
parents  and  people  of  civility  : — 

'  Man}r  a  one 
Owes  to  his  conntry  his  religion  : 
And  in  another  would  as  strongly  grow, 
Had  but  his  nurse  or  mother  taught  him  so.' 

"  This  is  reason  put  into  verse,  and  worthy  the  consideration  of 
a  wise  man.  But  of  this  no  more,  for  though  I  love  civility,  yet 
I  hate  severe  censures.  Til  to  my  own  art,  and  I  doubt  not  but 
at  yonder  tree  I  shall  catch  a  chub,  and  then  well  turn  to  an 
honest  cleanly  hostess  that  I  know  right  well,  rest  ourselves  there, 
and  dress  it  for  our  dinner." 

Piscator  catches  a  chub,  and  conducts  Venator  "  to  an  honest 
alehouse,  where  they  would  find  a  cleanly  room,  lavender  in  the 
windows,  and  twenty  ballads  stuck  about  the  wall,"  the  hostess 
of  which,  who  was  "  cleanly,  and  handsome,  and  civil,"  altered 
from  the  first  edition,  where  she  is  called  "both  cleanly  and 
conveniently  handsome,"  had  dressed  many  for  him  "after  bis 
fashion,"  and  he  would  "warrant  it  good  meat"  They  dine, 
and  inspired  by  their  good  cheer,  Venator  solicits  permission, 
henceforth,  to  call  Piscator  "  Master,"  and  "  that  really  he  may 
be  his  Scholar ; "  for  he  adds,  "  you  are  such  a  companion,  and 
have  so  quickly  caught,  and  so  excellently  cooked  this  fish,  as 
makes  me  ambitious  to  be  your  scholar."  Piscator  replies, 
"Give  me  your  hand,  from  this  time  forwartl  I  will  be  your 
Master,  and  teach  you  as  much  of  this  art  as  I  am  able ;  and 
will,  as  you  desire  me,  tell  you  somewhat  of  the  nature  of  most 
of  the  fish  that  we  are  to  angle  for,  and  I  am  sure  I  both  can  and 
will  tell  you  more  than  any  common  Angler  yet  knows." 

They  return  to  their  amusement,  when  Piscator  describes  the 
manner  of  fishing  for  and  dressing  chubs ;  and  desires  Venator 
to  take  his  rod  whilst  he  sits  down  to  mend  his  tackling.  Venator 
succeeds  in  catching  a  chub,  and  is  rewarded  by  his  master's 
praises.  The  discourse  then  turns  upon  trout;  and  one  being 
caught,  they  set  out  on  their  return  to  the  house  where  they  had 
dined,  where  they  intend  to  sup  and  meet  Piscator's  "brother 
Peter,  a  good  angler  and  a  cheerful  companion,"  as  well  as  a 
friend  whom  he  brought  with  him.     It  is  evident  that  the  word 

^  The  Doet  alluded  to,  from  whom  these  lines  are  quoted,  ha«5  not  been  discovered, 
but  the  following  imitation  of  them  by  Dryden  has  been  pointed  out  by  an  intdligenc 
correspondent  to  the  Gentleman's  Magazine,  vol.  xdx.  part  II.  p.  iia : 

"  By  education  most  have  been  tnitled. 
So  they  beliere,  because  they  were  «o  bred  \ 
The  priest  continues  what  the  nurse  began. 
And  thus  the  child  imposes  oo  the  man.^ 
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"  brother  "  was  merely  used  to  denote  a  member  of  the  fraternity 
of  Anglers,  as  Piscator  speaks  of  his  friend's  wishing  to  be  "  a 
brother  of  the  angle ;  '*  and  Peter  shortly  afterwards  drinks  to  his 
"  young  brother's  good  fortune  "  on  the  morrow.  A  conversation 
ensues,  in  which  the  house  and  the  manner  they  intend  to  spend 
the  evening  are  described  in  very  natural  and  pleasing  language : 

•*  Venator,  On  my  word.  Master,  this  is  a  gallant  trout,  what  shall  we 
do  with  him  ? 

"  Piscator.  Marry,  e'en  cat  him  to  supper :  well  go  to  my  hostess, 
from  whence  we  came ;  she  told  me  as  I  was  going  out  of  door,  that  my 
brother  Peter,  a  good  angler,  and  a  cheerful  companion,  had  sent  word  he 
would  lodge  there  to-night,  and  bring  a  friend  with  him.  My  hostess  has 
two  beds,  and  I  know  you  and  I  may  have  the  best ;  we'll  rejoice  with  my 
brother  Peter  and  his  friend,  tell  tales,  or  sing  ballads,  or  make  a  catch,  or 
find  some  harmless  sport  to  content  us,  and  pass  away  a  little  time  without 
offence  to  God  or  man. 

"  Venator.  A  match,  good  Master,  let's  go  to  that  house,  for  the  linen 
looks  white,  and  smells  of  lavender,  and  I  long  to  lie  in  a  pair  of  sheets  that 
smell  so  :  let's  be  going,  good  Master,  for  I  am  hungry  again  with  fishing." 

Before  they  return,  Piscator  catches  another  logger-headed 
chub,  which  he  hangs  on  a  willow  twig,  and  then  indulges  in  the 
following  observations,  which  are  remarkable  for  their  charming 
simphcity,  and,  to  use  Sir  Walter  Scott's  expression,  for  their 
"  Arcadian  language  : "  "  Let's  be  going.  But  turn  out  of  the 
way  a  little,  good  Scholar,  towards  yonder  high  hedge.  We'll 
sit  whilst  this  shower  falls  so  gently  upon  the  teeming  earth,  and 
gives  a  sweeter  smell  to  the  lovely  flowers  that  adorn  the  verdant 
meadows.  Look  under  that  broad  beech-tree,  I  sat  down  when 
I  was  last  this  way  a-fishing,  and  the  birds  in  the  adjoining  grove 
seemed  to  have  a  friendly  contention  with  an  echo,  whose  dead 
voice  seemed  to  live  in  a  hollow  cave,  near  to  the  brow  of  that 
primrose-hill  :  there  I  sat  viewing  the  silver  streams  glide  silently 
towards  their  centre,  the  tempestuous  sea  ;  yet  sometimes  opposed 
by  rugged  roots,  and  pebble  stones,  which  broke  their  waves,  and 
turned  them  into  foam ;  and  sometimes  viewing  the  harmless 
lambs,*  some  leaping  securely  in  the  cool  shade,  whilst  others 
sported  themselves  in  the  cheerful  sun  ;  and  others  were  craving 
comfort  from  the  swollen  udders  of  their  bleating  dams.  As  I 
thus  sat,  these  and  other  sights  had  so  fully  possessed  my  soul, 
that  I  thought,  as  the  poet  has  happily  expressed  it : 

'  I  was  for  that  time  lifted  ahove  earth ; 
And  possest  joys  not  proous'd  in  my  birth.' 

"  As  I  left  this  place,  and  entered  into  the  next  field,  a  second 
pleasure  entertained  me,  'twas  a  handsome  milkmaid,  that  had 
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cast  away  all  care,  and  sung  like  a  nightingale ;  her  voice  was 
good,  and  the  ditty  fitted  for  it ;  'twas  that  smooth  song  which 
was  made  by  Kit  Marlowe,  now  at  least  fifty  years  ago,  and  the 
milkmaid's  mother  sung  an  answer  to  it,  which  was  nfade  by  Sir 
Walter  Raleigh  in  his  yoimger  days.  They  were  old-fashioned 
poetry ;  but  choicely  good :  I  think  much  better  than  that  now 
in  fashion  in  this  critical  age.  Look  yonder,  on  my  word,  yonder 
they  be  both  a-milking  again ;  I  will  give  her  the  chub,  and  per- 
suade them  to  sing  those  two  songs  for  us.** 

A  dialogue  then  takes  place  between  Piscator  and  the  n:iilk- 
women : 

"Piscator.  God  speed,  good  woman,  I  have  been  a-fishing,  and  am 
going  to  Bleak  Hall  to  my  bed,  and  having  caught  more  fish  than  will  sup 
myself  and  friend,  will  bestow  this  upon  you  and  your  daughter,  for  I  use 
to  sell  none. 

"MiLK-woMAN.  Marry,  God  reouite  you,  Sir,  and  we*ll  eat  it  cheer- 
fully ;  and  if  you  come  this  way  a-nsliing  two  months  hence,  a  grace  of 
God  I'll  give  you  a  sillabub  of  new  verjuice,  in  a  new  made  hay-cock,  and 
my  Maudlin  shall  sing  you  one  of  her  best  ballads,  for  she  and  I  both  love 
all  anglers,  they  be  such  honest,  civil,  quiet  men ;  in  the  meantime  will 
you  drink  a  draught  of  red  cow's  milk,  you  shall  have  it  freely  ? 

**  Piscator.  No,  I  thank  you,  but  I  pray  do  us  a  courtesy  that  shall 
stand  you  and  your  daughter  in  nothing,  and  we  will  think  ourselves  still 
something  in  your  debt ;  it  is  but  to  sing  us  a  song,  that  was  sung  by  you 
and  your  daughter  when  I  last  passed  over  this  meadow,  about  eight  or 
nine  days  since. 

•*  Milk -WOMAN.  What  song  was  it,  I  pray?  was  it  'Come,  shepherds, 
deck  your  heads,'  or  *  As  at  noon  Lmlcina  rested,*  or  *  Philida  flouts  me '  ? 

"  Piscator.  No,  it  is  none  of  these  :  it  is  a  song  that  your  daughter 
sung  the  first  part,  and  you  sung  the  answer  to  it 

"MiLK-woMAN.  Oh,  I  know  it  now:  I  "teamed  the  first  part  in  my 
golden  age,  when  I  was  about  the  age  of  my  daughter;  and  the  latter  part, 
which  indeed  fits  me  best,  but  two  or  three  years  ago,  when  the  cares  of 
the  world  began  to  take  hold  of  me ;  but  you  shall,  God  willing,  hear  them 
both.  Come,  Maudlin,  sing  the  first  part  to  the  gentlemen  with  a  merry 
heart,  and  I'll  sing  the  second  when  you  have  done."* 

The  milkmaid  accordingly  sings,  and  is  answered  by  a  song  from 
her  mother:  Piscator  thanks  them,  and  Venator  appears  to  have  ex- 
pressed his  gratitude  in  a  more  affectionate  manner  than  his  sedate 
companion  approved, for  his  Master  observes,  "Scholar,  let  Maudlin 
alone,  do  not  you  offer  to  spoil  her  voice.  Look,  yonder  comes  my 
Hostess  to  call  us  to  supper.    How  now  ?  is  my  brother  Peter  come  ?** 

**  Hostess.  Yes,  and  a  friend  with  him,  they  are  both  glad  to  hear  you 
are  in  these  parts,  and  long  to  see  you,  and  are  hung^,  and  long  to  be  at 
supper." 

Piscator  and  Venator  then  meet  "  brother  Peter,"  who  intro- 
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duces  them  to  Coridon,  ''an  honest  countryman,  a  most  down- 
right, witty,  merry  companion,  that  met  me  here  purposely  to  eat 
a  trout,  and  to  be  pleasant." 

They  sup  off  the  trout  which  Piscator  had  caught,  with  such 
other  meat  as  the  house  afforded,  moistening  their  cheer  with 
''some  of  the  best  barley  wine,  the  good  liquor  that  our  good 
honest  forefathers  did  use  to  drink  of,  which  preserved  their  health 
and  made  them  live  so  long,  and  to  do  so  many  good  deeds." 

During  their  conversation  Peter  thite  eulogised  Piscator,  "  On 
my  word  this  trout  is  in  perfect  season.  Come,  I  tHank  you,  and 
here  is  a  hearty  draught  to  you,  and  to  all  the  brothers  of  the 
Angle  wheresoever  they  be,  and  to  my  young  brother's  good 
fortune  to-morrow ;  I  will  furnish  him  with  a  rod,  if  you  will 
furnish  him  with  the  rest  of  the  tackling,  we  will  set  him  up  and 
make  him  a  fisher ;  and  I  will  tell  him  one  thing  for  his  encourage- 
ment, that  his  fortune  hath  mado  him  happy  to  be  a  Scholar  to 
such  a  Master;  a  Master  that  knoi^  as  much  both  of  the  nature 
and  breeding  of  fish  as  any  man  ;  ^d  can  also  tell  him  as  well 
how  to  catch  and  cook  them,  from  the  minnow  to  the  salmon,  as 
any  that  I  ever  met  withal."  To  which  Piscator  replied,  "  Trust 
me,  brother  Peter,  I  find  my  Scholar  to  be  so  suitable  to  my  own 
humour,  which  is  to  be  free  and  pleasant,  and  civilly  merry,  that 
my  resolution  is  to  hide  nothing  that  I  know  from  him." 

They  then  agree  to  sing  several  songs  and  catches,  which 
Venator  says,  "  shall  give  some  addition  of  mirth  to  the  company, 
for  we  will  be  merry,"  upon  which  Piscator  observes,  "'Tis  a 
match,  my  masters;  let's  even  say  grace,  and  turn  to  the  fire, 
drink  the  other  cup  to  wet  our"  whistles,  and  so  sing  away  all 
sad  thoughts.  Come  on,  my  masters,  who  begins  ?  I  think  it 
is  best  to  draw  cuts,  and  avoid  contention."  The  lot  falls  to 
Condon,  who  begins,  for  "he  hates  contention."  The  song  is 
much  admired  by  Piscator,  who  says,  "  Well  sung,  Condon,  this 
song  was  sung  with  mettle  and  was  choicely  fitted  to  the  occasion ; 
I  shall  love  you  for  it  as  long  as  I  know  you  :  I  would  you  were 
a  brother  of  the  angle,  for  a  companion  that  is  cheerful,  and  free 
from  swearing  and  scurrilous  discourse,  is  worth  gold.  I  love 
such  mirth  as  does  not  make  friends  ashamed  to  look  upon  one 
another  next  morning;  nor  men  (that  cannot  well  bear  it)  to 
repent  the  money  they  spend  when  they  be  warmed  with  drink  : 
and  take  this  for  a  rule,  you  may  pick  out  such  times  and  such 
companies,  that  you  may  make  yourselves  merrier  for  a  little, 
than  a  great  deal  of  money ;  for  'tis  the  company  and  not  the 
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charge  makes  the  feast :  and  such  a  companion  you  prove,  I 
thank  you  for  it  But  I  will  not  compliment  you  out  of  the  debt 
that  I  owe  you,  and  therefore  I  will  begin  my  song,  and  wish  it 
may  be  as  well  liked." 

Piscator  is  also  rewarded  by  the  applause  of  his  companions  for 
his  song,  and  after  the  following  dialogue  they  separate  for  the 
night : 

**  CoRiDON.  Well  sung,  brother,  you  have  paid  your  debt  in  good  coin, 
we  Anglers  ore  all  beholding  to  the  good  man  that  made  this  song.  Come, 
hostess,  cive  us  more  ale,  and  let's  drink  to  him  :  and  now  let's  every  one 
go  to  bed,  that  we  may  rise  early ;  but  first  let's  pay  our  reckoning,  for  I 
will  have  nothing  to  hmder  me  in  the  morning,  for  my  purpose  is  to  prevent 
the  sun-rising. 

«*  Peter.  A  match:  Come,  Coridon,  you  are  to  be  my  bedfellow:  I 
know,  brother,  you  and  your  scholar  will  ue  together ;  but  where  shall  we 
meet  to-morrow  night  ?  for  my  friend  Coridon  and  I  will  go  up  the  water 
towards  Ware. 

"  PISCATOIL     And  my  scholar  and  I  will  go  down  towards  Waltham. 

^'  Coridon.  Then  let's  meet  here,  for  here  are  fresh  sheets  that  smell 
of  lavender ;  and  I  am  sure  we  cannot  Expect  better  meat,  or  better  usage 
in  any  place. 

*•  FETER.     'Tis  a  match.    Good-night  to  everybody." 

The  Fourth  day  is  thus  introduced  : 

"Piscator.  Good-morrow,  good  hostess,  I  see  my  brother  Peter  la 
still  in  bed.  Come,  give  my  scholar  and  me  a  morning-drink,  and  a  bit  of 
meat  to  breakfast,  and  be  sure  to  get  a  dish  of  meat  or  two  against  supper, 
for  we  shall  come  home  as  hungry  as  hawks.  Come,  scholar,  let  s  be 
going. 

**  Venator.  Well,  now,  good  master,  as  we  walk  towards  the  river, 
give  me  direction  according  to  your  promise,  how  I  shall  fish  for  a  trout. 

"Piscator.  My  honest  scholar,  I  will  take  this  very  convenient 
opportunity  to  do  it." 

Then  follow  Piscator*s  directions  on  the  subject,  which  occupy 
the  time  until  past  five  o'clock,  when  their  walk  is  stopped  by  the 
river,  on  the  bank  of  which  they  sit,  under  a  honeysuckle  hedge, 
whilst  Piscator  finds  a  line  to  fit  the  rod  which  Peter  had  lent 
Venator.     They  agree  to  fish  until  nine,  and  then  go  to  breakfast. 

After  fishing  for  some  time  they  "  say  graCe  and  fall  to  break- 
fast," and  Piscator  asks,  "  What  say  you,  scholar,  to  the  provi- 
dence of  an  old  angler  ?  Does  not  this  meat  taste  well  ?  and  was 
not  this  place  well  chosen  to  eat  it ;  for  this  sycamore-tree  will 
shade  us  from  the  sun's  heat?"  Their  meal  suggests  reflections 
on  temperance  in  eating ;  and  Piscator  proceeds  with  his  instruc- 
tions, but  as  a  heavy  shower  falls  they  again  take  shelter  under 
the  sycamore-tree.    When  it  had  done  raining,  Piscator  called  his 
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scholar's  attention  to  the  appearance  of  the  fields,  and  introduced 
Herbert's  poem,  which  is  scarcely  exceeded  in  beauty  and  pathos 
by  any  similar  composition  in  our  language,  commencing — 

**  Sweet  day,  »o  cool,  $0  calm,  so  bright. 
The  bridal  of  the  earth  and  f^kyt 
Sweet  dews  shall  weep  thy  fall  to-night. 
For  thou  must  die." 

Venator's  praise  of  these  verses  induces  him  to  repeat  others  by 
Christopher  Harvie,  on  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  which  he 
says  his  scholar  will  like  the  better  because  the  author  "  is  a  friend 
of  mine,  and  I  am  sure  no  enemy  to  Angling/'  Their  rods  during' 
this  time  are  "  left  in  the  water  to  fish  for  themselves,"  which,  he 
says,  is  "  like  putting  money  to  use,  for  they  work  for  the  owners 
when  they  do  nothing  but  sleep,  or  eat,  or  rejoice."  "  You  know," 
he  observes,  "  that  we  have  during  this  last  hour,  sat  as  quietly 
and  as  free  from  cares  under  this  sycamore,  as  Virgil's  Tityrus 
and  his  Meliboeus  did  under  their  broad  beech-tree  :  no  life,  my 
honest  scholar,  no  life  so  happy  and  so  pleasant,  as  the  life  of  a 
well-governed  angler ;  for  when  the  lawyer  is  swallowed  up  with 
business,  and  the  statesman  is  preventing  or  contriving  plots,  we 
sit  on  cowslip  banks,  hear  the  birds  sing,  and  possess  ourselves  in 
as  much  quietness  as  these  silver  streams  which  we  now  see  glide 
by  us." 

Piscator  then  enlivens  their  conversation  by  relating  an  anecdote 
of  some  gipsies,  and  recites  a  song  that  was  written  about  forty 
years  before  by  Francis  Davison,  which  he  says  he  heard  sung  by 
one  of  the  said  gipsies,  "  the  youngest  and  veriest  virgin  of  the 
company."  They  afterwards  go  to  their  rods,  and  fish  until  the 
rain  again  drives  them  to  the  sycamore-tree  ;  when  Piscator  con- 
tinues his  observations  on  his  art,  and  adverts  to  the  prevalent 
fashion  of  women  placing  patches  on  their  faces,  of  which  custom 
he  does  not  seem  to  disapprove  :  he  says  that  "  when  the  trout  or 
salmon  is  in  season,  they  have  at  their  first  taking  out  of  the  water 
(which  continues  during  life)  their  bodies  adorned,  the  one  with 
such  red  spots,  and  the  other  whh  such  black  or  blackish  spots, 
which  gives  them  such  an  addition  of  natural  beauty,  as  I  (that 
am  yet  no  enemy  to  it)  think,  was  never  given  to  any  woman  by 
the  artificial  paint  or  patches  in  which  tjiey  so  much  pride  them- 
selves in  this  age." 

After  a  protracted  dissertation  Piscator  becomes  somewhat 
exhausted,  as  "  he  had  almost  spent  his  spirits  with  talking  so 
long ; "  and  apprehending  that  his  discourse  "  grows  both  tedious 
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and  tiresome,"  asks  his  scholar  if  he  has  nothing  to  relieve  it  I 
"  Shall  I,"  he  demands,  "  have  nothing  from  you  that  seem 
have  both  a  good  memory  and  a  cheerful  spirit  ?  "  Venator  off© 
to  repeat  Dr  Donne's  verses,'  "  Come  live  with  me  and  be  mj^ 
love  : "  and  it  is  evident  that  Walton  was  aware  of  the  gener 
ruggedness  and  want  of  harmony  of  Donne's  poems,  for  he  make 
Venator  say,  "  I  will  speak  you  a  copy  of  verses  that  were  mad 
by  Dr  Donne,  and  made  to  show  the  world  that  he  could  makd 
soft  and  smooth  verses,  when  he  thought  them  fit  and  worth  hid 
labour ;  and  I  love  them  the  better  because  they  allude  to  riverS| 
and  fish,  and  fishing." 

As  it  "  rains  still,"  and  because  the  angles  were,  as  Venator  had 
remarked,  "as  money  put  to  use,  that  thrive  when  we  play," 
Piscator  says  he  will  requite  his  scholar  for  these  verses  by  some 
observations  on  the  eel,  which  are  followed  by  others  on  the 
barbel.  They  then  take  up  their  rods,  and  Piscator  proposes  that 
they  shall  proceed  "  towards  their  lodging,  drink  a  draught  of  red 
cow's  milk  as  they  go,  and  give  pretty  Maudlin  and  her  mother  a 
brace  of  trouts  for  their  supper."  After  meeting  the  milk-women, 
Piscator  describes  the  method  of  fishing  for  gudgeon ;  but  their 
conversation  is  interrupted  by  Peter  and  doridon ;  and  Piscator 
promises  that,  as  he  and  his  scholar  fish  and  walk  the  next  day 
towards  London,  he  will  tell  him  anything  which  he  might  have 
forgotten.  The  party  compare  their  success,  but  Peter  says  that 
during  the  rain  he  and  Coridon  had  taken  shelter  in  an  alehouse, 
where  they  played  at  shovel-board  half  the  day.  The  evening  was 
spent  like  the  preceding  ;  and  after  supper  they  had  what  Venator 
calls  "  a  gentle  touch  at  singing  and  drinking,  but  the  last  with 
moderation."  Piscator's  song,  beginning  **  Oh,  the  gallant  fisber*s 
life,"  was,  it  appears,  partly  composed  by  Walton ;  for  Venator 
says,  "  Gentlemen,  my  master  left  me  alone  for  an  hour  this  day, 
and  I  verily  believe  he  retired  himself  from  talking  with  me,  that 
he  might  be  so  perfect  in  this  song ;  was  it  not,  master  ? "  to 
which  Piscator  replies,  "  Yes,  indeed,  for  it  is  many  years  since  I 
learned  it,  and  having  forgotten  a*  part  of  it,  I  was  forced  to  patch, 
it  up  by  the  help  of  my  own  invention,  who  am  not  excellent  at 
poetry,  as  my  part  of  the  song  may  testify." 

Venator's  remarks  on  the  blessing  of  a  contented  mind  and  on 
the  beauties  of  nature  are  peculiarly  pleasing,  and  are  a  faithful 
reflection  of  Walton's  disposition  :  "  But,  Master,  first  let  me  tell 
you,  that  that  very  hour  which  you  were  absent  from  me,  I  sat 
down  under  a  willow*tree  by  the  water-side,  and  considered  what 
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you  had  told  me  of  the  owner  of  that  pleasant  meadow  in  which 
you  then  left  me,  that  he  had  a  plentiful  estate,  and  not  a  heart 
to  think  so,  that  he  had  at  this  time  many  lawsuits  depending,  and 
that  they  both  damped  his  mirth,  and  took  up  so  much  of  his  time 
and  thoughts,  that  he  himself  had  not  leisure  to  take  the  sweet 
content  that  I,  who  pretended  no  title,  took  in  his  fields,  for  I 
could  there  sit  quietly,  and  looking  on  the  water,  see  fishes  leaping 
at  files  of  several  shapes  and  colours  ;  looking  on  the  hills,  could 
behold  them  spotted  with  woods  and  groves  ;  looking  down  the 
meadows,  could  see  here  a  boy  gathering  lihes  and  ladysmocks, 
and  there  a  girl  cropping  culverkeys  and  cowslips,  all  to  make 
garlands  suitable  to  this  pleasant  month  of  May ;  these  and  many 
other  field-fiowers  so  perfumed  the  air,  that  I  thought  this  meadow 
like  the  field  in  Sicily  (of  which  Diodorus  speaks)  where  the  per- 
fiimes  arising  fi*om  the  place  make  all  dogs  that  hunt  in  it,  to  fall 
oflf  and  to  lose  their  hottest  scent  I  say,  as  I  thus  sat  joying  in 
mine  own  happy  condition,  and  pitying  the  rich  man's,  that  ought 
this,  and  many  other  pleasant  groves  and  meadows  about  me,  I 
did  thankfully  remember  what  my  Saviour  said,  that  the  meek 
possess  the  earth  ;  for  indeed  they  are  free  from  those  high,  those 
restless  thoughts  and  contentions  which  corrode  the  sweets  of  hfe." 
The  party  agree  to  sing  over  again  a  catch,  which  Venator  says 
he  had  converted  from  "  a  piece  of  an  old  catch,  and  added  more 
to  it  fitting  them  to  be  sung  by  us  Anglers  ;  "  and  he  then  says, 
"  Come,  Master,  you  can  sing  well ;  you  must  sing  a  part  of  it  as 
it  is  in  this  paper ;  "  whence  it  may,  perhaps,  be  concluded  that 
Walton  had  acquired  some  reputation  by  his  vocal  powers. 
Another  cup  concludes  their  festivities,  and  they  retire  to  rest. 

On  the  Fifth  and  last  day  the  four  friends  rise  early,  settle  their 
hostess's  moderate  bill,  "  drink  a  pot  for  their  morning's  draught," 
and  separate.  Peter  goes  with  Coridon ;  and  Venator  accompanies 
Piscator  on  his  return  to  London.  During  their  walk  Piscator 
continues  his  instructions ;  and  on  describing  where  the  best 
tackling  might  be  purchased,  Venator  proposes  to  meet  him  on 
the  9th  of  May  at  Charles  Brandon's,  near  the  Swan  in  Golden 
Lane,  as  it  was  nearest  to  his  residence,  for  the  purpose  of 
equipping  himself  as  an  angler.  When  they  reach  Tottenham, 
"  they  turn  into  an  arbour,"  because  it  was  a  "  clean  and  cool 
place,"  where  Venator  "  requites  a  part  of  his  master's  courtesies 
with  a  bottle  of  sack,  and  milk,  and  oranges,  and  sugar,  which  all 
put  together  make,"  he  says,  "  a  drink  like  nectar ;  indeed  too 


Digitized 


by  Google 


Ix  LIFE  OF  IZAAK  WALTON,  [1655, 

good  for  anybody  but  us  Anglers  ;  and  so,  master,  here  is  a  full 
glass  to  you  of  that  liquor,  and  when  you  have  pledged  me,  I  will 
repeat  some  verses  which  I  have  promised  you,"  and  which  were 
printed  among  Sir  Henry  Wotton's  poems.  A  doubt  seems  to  be 
expressed  as  to  the  authorship  of  these  verses,  as  Venator  observes 
that  they  were  "  doubtless  made  either  by  Wotton  or  by  a  lover  of 
Angling/'  which  remark  is  repeated  by  Piscator,  who  in  return 
repeats  a  poem  written  "  some  say  by  Dr  Donne,"  called  a  "  Fare- 
well to  the  Vanities  of  the  World"  The  Master  and  Scholar  then 
take  leave  of  each  other  with  mutual  expressions  of  esteem,  and 
promise  to  fulfil  their  engagement  of  meeting  again  four  days 
afterwards,  at  Charles  Brandon's,  in  Golden  Lane. 

There  cannot  possibly  be  a  doubt  that  Walton  meant  to 
identify  himself  with  Piscator;  for  not  only  does  that  person 
express  his  feelings  and  opinions,  but  he  adopts  his  personal 
acquaintances,  and  alludes  to  many  circumstances  in  his  own 
life.  To  some  extent,  therefore,  Piscator's  remarks,  and  the 
allusions  which  Venator  and  the  other  interlocutors  make  to 
Piscator*s  disposition  and  acquirements,  may  be  considered  as 
autobiographical  sketches,  which  are  of  great  value  as  illustrations 
of  Walton's  feelings,  disposition,  and  character.  It  is  also  pro- 
bable that  "Venator,''  "brother  Peter,"  "the  Scholar,"  and 
"  Coridon,"  had  an  actual  identity  in  the  persons  of  some  of  his 
piscatory  friends ;  but  it  is  impossible  to  state  whom  they  repre- 
sented. "  Brother  Peter  "  may  have  been  either  Nat.  or  R.  Roe, 
who,  he  says,  generally  accompanied  him  a-fishing ;  and  the 
residence  of  Venator  is  stated  to  have  been  near  Golden  Lane, 
which  is  not  far  from  GerkenwelL  The  sentiments  and  language 
attributed  to  them,  are,  however,  so  similar  to  those  of  Piscator, 
that  it  is,  in  fact,  he  alone  who  speaks  throughout  the  whole 
dialogue ;  and  it  is,  consequently,  impossible  to  trace  any  of  the 
others  by  those  allusions  to  circumstances  and  individuals  which 
so  completely  identify  Piscator  with  Wahon. 

With  one  exception,  Walton's  treatise  appears  to  have  given 
universal  satisfaction  to  his  contemporaries.  The  hostile  critic 
was  Robert  Franck,  who  wrote  a  curious  work,  entitled  "  Northern 
Memoirs  ;  calculated  for  the  meridian  of  Scotland,  wherein  most 
or  all  of  the  cities,  citadels,  sea-ports,  castles,  forts,  fortresses, 
rivers,  and  rivulets,  are  compendiously  described "  in  a  dialogue 
between  Theophilus  and  Amoldus.  Though  written  in  1658, 
the  book  was  not  published  until  1 694,  and  a  new  edition  of  it 
appeared  m  182 1,  with  a  preface  by  Sir  Walter  Scott     Franck 
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ai^)ears  to  have  been  acquainted  with  Walton ;  and  the  passages 
in  which  he  alludes  to  him  are  the  following  : — 


"AtNOLDUS.  Indeed,  the  frequent  exercise  of  fly-fishing,  though 
painful,  yet  it's  delightful,  more  especially  when  managed  bv  the  methods 
of  art,  and  the  practical  rules  and  mediums  of  artists.  But  the  ground-bait 
was  of  old  the  general  practice,  and  beyond  dispute,  brought  considerable 
profit ;  which  happened  in  those  days,  when  the  curiosity  of  fly-fishing  was 
intricate  and  unpracticable.  However,  Isaac  Walton  (late  author  of  the 
'Compleat  Angler*)  has  imposed  upon  the  world  this  monthly  novelty, 
which  he  understood  not  himself;  but  stu£&  hb  book  with  morals  from 
Dubravius  and  others,  not  giving  us  one  precedent  of  his  own  practical 
experiments,  except  otherwise  where  he  prefers  the  trencher  before  the 
troUing-rod ;  who  la]rs  the  stress  of  his  arguments  upon  other  men's 
observations,  wherewith  he  stufls  his  indigest^  octavo  ;  so  briiigs  himself 
under  the  angler's  censure,  and  the  common  calamity  of  a  plagiary,  to  be 
pitied  (poor  man)  for  his  loss  of  time,  in  scribbling  and  transcribing  other 
men's  notions.  These  are  the  drones  that  rob  the  hive,  yet  flatter  the  bees 
they  bring  thena  honey. 

*'  Theophiltjs.  I  remember  the  book,  but  you  inculcate  his  erratas ; 
however,  it  may  pass  muster  among  common  muddlers. 

"  ArnoldUS.  No,  I  think  not ;  for  I  remember  in  Stafford,  I  urged 
liis  own  argument  upon  him,  that  pickerel  weed  of  itself  breeds  pickerel . 
Which  question  was  no  sooner  stated,  but  he  transmits  himself  to  his 
authority,  viz.,  Gesner,  Dubravius,  and  Aldrovanus,  which  I  readily  opposed, 
and  offered  my  reasons  to  prove  the  contrary ;  asserting,  that  pickerels 
have  been  fished  out  of  pools  and  ponds,  where  that  weed  (for  aught  I 
knew)  never  grew  since  tne  nonage  of  time,  nor  pickerel  ever  known  to 
have  shed  their  spawn  there.  This  I  propounded  from  a  rational  conject- 
ure of  the  heronshaw,  who  to  commode  herself  with  the  fry  of  fish,  because 
in  a  great  measure  part  of  her  maintenance,  probably  might  lap  some 
spawn  about  her  legs,  in  regard  adhering  to  the  segs  and  bulrushes,  near 
the  shallows,  where  the  fish  shed  their  spawn,  as  myself  and  others 
without  curiosity  have  observed.  And  this  slimy  substance  adhering  to 
her  legs,  &c.,  and  she  moimting  the  air  for  another  station,  in  probability 
mounu  with  her.  Where  note,  the  next  pond  she  happily  arrives  at, 
possibly  she  may  leave  the  spawn  behind  her,  which  my  Compleat  Angler 
no  sooner  deliberated,  but  dropped  his  argument,  and  leaves  Gesner  to 
defend  it ;  so  huffied  away,  which  rendered  him  rather  a  formal  opinionist, 
than  a  reformed  and  practical  artist,  because  to  celebrate  such  antiquated 
records,  whereby  to  maintain  such  an  improbable  assertion. 

*'Theophilus.    This  was  to  the  point,  I  confess ;  pray  go  on. 

"Arnoldus.  In  his  book,  intituled  the  'Compleat  Angler,'  you  may 
read  there  of  various  and  diversified  colours,  as  also  th^  forms  and  propor- 
tions of  flies.  Where,  poor  man,  he  perplexes  himself  to  rally  and  scrape 
together  such  a  parcel  of  fragments,  which  he  fancies  arguments,  convincing 
enough  to  instruct  the  adult  and  minority  of  youth,  into  the  slender  margin 
of  his  uncnltivated  art,  never  made  practicable  by  hinv^elf  I'm  convinced. 
Where  note,  the  true  character  of  an  industrious  angler,  more  deservedly 
&lla  upon  Merril  and  Faulkner,  or  rather  Isaac  Owldham,  a  man  that 
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fished  salmon  but  with  three  hairs  at  hook,  whose  collections  and  experi- 
ments were  lost  with  himself. 
**  Theophilus.    That  was  pity. "  » 

From  thJs  splenetic  attack,  Walton  has  been  generously  defended 
by  the  greatest  literary  genius  of  the  present  age,  whose  remarks 
show  his  admiration  both  of  "  The  Complete  Angler  '*  and  its 
author.  "  Probably  no  readers,"  says  Sir  Walter  Scott,  "  while 
he  reads  the  disparaging  passages  in  which  the  venerable  Izaac 
Walton  is  introduced,  can  forbear  wishing  that  the  good  old  man, 
who  had  so  true  an  eye  for  Nature,  so  simple  a  taste  for  her  most 
innocent  pleasures,  and  withal,  so  sound  a  judgment,  both  con- 
cerning men  and  things,  had  made  this  northern  tour  instead  of 
Franck;  and  had  detailed  in  the  beautiful  simplicity  of  his  Arcadian 
language,  his  observations  on  the  scenery  and  manners  of  Scotland. 
Yet  we  must  do  our  author  the  justice  to  state,  that  he  is  as  much 
superior  to  the  excellent  patriarch  Izaac  Walton,  in  the  mystery  of 
fly-fishing,  as  inferior  to  him  in  taste,  feeling,  and  common  sense. 
Franck's  contests  with  salmon  are  painted  to  the  life,  and  his 
directions  to  the  angler  are  generally  given  with  great  judgment. 
Walton's  practice  was  entirely  confined  to  bait-fishing,  and  even 
Cotton,  his  disciple  and  follower,  though  accustomed  to  fish  trout 
in  the  Dove,  with  artificial  fly,  would  have  been  puzzled  by  a  Jisk 
(for  so  the  salmon  is  called  par  excellence^  in  most  parts  of  Scot- 
land) of  twenty  pounds  weight ;  both  being  alike  strangers  to  that 
noble  branch  of  the  art,  which  exceeds  all  other  uses  of  the  angling- 
rod,  as  much  as  fox-hunting  exceeds  hare-hunting."  ^ 

Walton  was  certainly  in  London,  and  was  probably  still  resident 
there,  when  the  second  edition  of  the  Angler  was  published.  In 
his  Life  of  Bishop  Sanderson  he  states,  that  about  the  time  when 
that  prelate  first  printed  the  "  large,  bold,  and  excellent "  preface 
to  his  twenty  sermons,  which,  he  says,  was  "  in  the  dangerous 
year  1655,"  he  met  Sanderson  in  the  metropolis.  His  account  of 
the  interview  is  told  in  his  own  peculiar  manner,  and  with  so  much 
effect  that  it  would  be  improper  to  relate  it  in  any  other  words  :— 

"  About  the  time  of  his  printing  this  excellent  preface,  I  met  him  acci- 
dentally in  London,  in  sad-coloured  clothes,  and,  God  knows,  far  from 
being  costly.  The  place  of  our  meeting  was  near  to  Little  Britain,  where 
he  had  been  to  buy  a  book  which  he  then  had  in  his  hand.  We  had  no 
inclination  to  part  presently,  and  therefore  turned  to  stand  in  a  comer  under 
a  penthouse  (for  it  began  to  rain),  and  immediately  the  wind  rose,  and  the 
wind  increased  so  much,  that  both  became  so  inconvenient,  as  to  force  us 

•  Ed,  xSax,  pp.  X75-177.  *  Ibid.  pp.  ▼.  tL 
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into  a  cleanly  honse,  vhere  we  had  bread,  cheese,  ale,  and  a  fire  for  our 
readjr  money.  The  rain  and  wind  were  so  obliging  to  me,  as  to  force  onr 
stay  there  for  at  least  an  hour,  to  my  great  content  and  advantage ;  for  in 
that  time  he  made  to  me  many  useful  observations  of  the  present  times 
with  modi  clearness  and  conscientious  freedom.  I  shall  relate  a  part  ot 
them,  in  hope  they  may  also  turn  to  the  advantage  of  my  reader."  ' 

The  remainder  of  the  narrative  contains  Sanderson's  remarks 
upon  various  religious  topics ;  and  Walton  observes,  "  This  was  a 
part  of  the  benefit  I  then  had  by  that  hour's  conversation  ;  and  I 
gladly  remember  and  mention  it  as  an  argument  of  my  happiness, 
and  his  great  humility  and  condescension.  I  had  also  a  like 
advantage  by  another  Jiappy  conference  with  him ; "  which  was  on 
similar  subjects,  and  which  he  also  relates.' 

Between  1655  and  1658  not  a  single  trace  of  Walton  has  been 
found ;  but  it  was  about  that  period  that  the  following  conversa- 
tion occurred  between  Dr  Fuller  and  himself.  Not  long  after  the 
publication  of  the  "  Church  History"  in  1655,  Walton  was  asked 
by  Fuller,  who  was  aware  of  his  being  intimate  with  several 
l^ops  and  other  eminent  clergymen,  what  he  thought  of  that 
work  himself,  and  what  opinions  he  had  heard  his  friends  express 
of  it  ?  Walton  replied  "  he  thought  it  should  be  acceptable  to  all 
tempers,  because  there  were  shades  in  it  for  the  warm,  and  sun- 
shine for  those  of  a  cold  constitution,  that  with  youthful  readers, 
the  fsiceUous  parts  would  be  profitable  to  make  the  serious  more 
palatable ;  while  some  revereivl  o^  readers  might  fancy  them- 
selves in  his  History  of  the  Church,  as  in  a  flower-garden  or  one 
full  of  evergreens."  "  And  why  not,"  said  Fuller,  "  the  Church 
History  so  decked,  as  well  as  the  Church  itself  at  a  most  Holy 
season,  or  the  Tabernacle  of  old  at  the  feast  of  boughs  ?  "  "  That 
was  but  for  a  season,"  said  Walton  ;  "  in  your  feast  of  boughs, 
they  may  conceive  we  are  so  overshadowed  throughout,  that  the 
parson  is  more  seen  than  his  congregation,  and  this,  sometimes 
invisible  to  its  own  acquaintance,  who  may  wander  in  the  search, 
till  they  are  lost  in  the  labyrinth."  **  Oh,"  said  Fuller,  "  the  very 
children  of  our  Israel  may  find  their  way  out  of  this  wilderness." 
"True,"  replied  Walton,  "as,  indeed,  they  have  here  such  a  Moses 
to  conduct  them."  * 

The  next  circumstance  which  is  known  of  Walton  is  that,  in 
1658,  he  published  a  second  and  improved  edition  of  his  Life  of 
Dr  Donne,  which  was  the  first  time  the  memoir  was  printed  as  a 

»  W-Otoo's  Live«»  eA  Zouch,  it  251,  25a.  •  Ibid.  p.  258. 

*  Biognphia  Briunnica,  edit.  1750^  art.  Fuller, 
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distinct  work.  It  was  dedicated  to  Sir  Robert  Holt,  of  Aston,  in 
Warwickshire,  Baronet,  whose  mother  was  the  daughter  of  John 
King,  Bishop  of  London,  and  sister  of  Henry  King,  afterwards 
Bishop  of  Chichester,  thq  intimate  friend  of  Donne  and  Walton. 
There  are  such  characteristic  and  pleasing  passages  in  this  dedica- 
tion ;  it  affords  so  many  illustrations  of  the  mind  and  life  of  the 
writer,  and  contains  statements  of  so  much  interest,  among  which 
is  the  fact  that  the  memoir  of  Donne  had  been  honoured  with  the 
approbation  of  King  Charles  the  First,  that  it  is  proper  to  insert 
it  :— 

"To  MY  NOBLE  AND  HONOURED  FrIEND,  SU  ROBERT  HOLT,  OF 
ASTON,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  WARWICK,  BaRT. 

•*SiR, — When  this  relation  of  the  life  of  Dr  Donne  was  first  made 
public,  it  had,  besides  the  approbation  of  our  late  learned  and  eloquent 
King,  a  conjunction  with  the  author's  most  excellent  sermons  to  support  it ; 
and  thus  it  lay  some  time  fortified  against  prejudice,  and  those  passions 
that  are,  by  busy  and  malicious  men,  too  freely  vented  against  the  dead. 
And  yet,  now,  after  almost  twenty  years,  when  though  the  memory  of  Dr 
Donne  himself,  must  not,  cannot  die,  so  long  as  men  speak  EngUsh ;  yet 
when  I  thought  time  had  made  this  relation  of  him  so  like  myself,  as  to 
become  useless  to  the  world,  and  content  to  be  forgotten,  I  find  that  a 
retreat  into  a  desired  privacy  will  not  be  afforded ;  for  the  printers  will 
again  expose  it  and  me  to  public  exceptions,  and  without  those  supports, 
which  we  first  had  and  needed,  and  in  an  age  too  in  which  truth  and 
innocence  have  not  been  able  to  defend  themselves  from  worse  than  severe 
censures.  This  I  foresaw,  and  nature  teaching  me  self-preservation*  and 
my  long  experience  of  your  abiUties  assuring  me  that  in  you  it  may  be 
found,  to  vou,  Sir,  do  I  make  mine  addresses  for  an  umbrage  and  protec- 
tion ;  ana  I  make  it  with  so  much  humble  boldness,  as  to  say  'twere 
degenerous  in  you  not  to  afford  it.  For,  Sir,  Dr  Donne  was  so  much  a 
part  of  yourself,  as  to  be  incorporated  into  your  family,  by  so  noble  a 
friendship,  that  I  may  say  there  was  a  marriage  of  souls  betwixt  him  and 
your  reverend  grandfather,  (John  King,  Bishop  of  London,]  who  in  his  Hfe 
was  an  angel  of  our  once  glorious  Church,  and  now  no  common  slar  in 
heaven.  And  Dr  Donne's  love  died  not  with  him,  but  was  doubled  upon 
his  heir,  your  beloved  uncle,  [Henry  King,]  the  Bishop  of  Chichester,  that 
lives  in  this  froward  generation,  to  be  an  ornament  to  his  calling.  And 
this  affection  to  him  was  by  Dr  Donne  so  testified  in  his  life,  that  be  then 
trusted  him  with  the  very  secrets  of  his  soul ;  and  at  hb  death,  with  what 
was  dearest  to  him,  even  his  fame,  estate,  and  children.  And  you  have  yet 
a  further  title  to  what  was  Dr  Donne's,  by  that  dear  affection  and  friend- 
ship that  was  betwixt  him  and  your  parents,  by  which  he  entailed  a  love 
upon  yourself,  even  in  your  infancy,  which  was  increased  by  the  early 
testimonies  of  your  growing  merits,  and  by  them  continued  till  Dr  Donne 
put  on  immortality ;  and  so  this  mortal  was  turned  into  a  love  that  cannot 
die.  And,  Sir,  'twas  pity  he  was  lost  to  you  in  your  minority,  before  you 
had  attained  a  judgment  to  put  a  true  value  upon  the  living  beauties  and 
elegancies  of  his  conversation ;  and  pity,  too,  that  so  much  of  them  as  were 
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capable  of  such  an  expression,  were  not  drawn  by  the  pencil  of  a  Titian  or 
a  Tintoiet,  by  a  pen  equal  and  more  lasting  than  their  art ;  for  his  life 
ought  to  be  the  example  of  more  than  that  age  in  which  he  died.  And  yet 
thb  copy,  though  very  much,  indeed  too  much,  short  of  the  original,  will 
present  you  with  some  features  not  unlike  your  dead  friend,  and  with  fewer 
blemishes  and  more  ornaments  than  when  'twas  first  made  public  j  which 
creates  a  contentment  to  myself,  because  it  is  the  more  worthy  of  him,  and 
because  I  may  with  more  civility  entitle  you  to  it  And  in  this  design  of 
doing  so  I  have  not  a  thought  of  what  b  pretended  in  most  dedications,  a 
commutation  for  courtesies :  no  indeed,  Sir,  I  put  no  such  value  upon  this 
trifle;  for  your  owning  it  will  rather  increase  mv  obligations.  But  my 
desire  is,  that  into  whose  hands  soever  this  shall  fall,  it  may  to  them  be  a 
testimony  of  mv  gratitude  to  yourself  and  family,  who  descended  to  such  a 
degree  of  humility  as  to  admit  me  into  their  firiendship  in  the  days  of  my' 
youth ;  and  notwithstanding  my  many  infirmities,  have  continued  me  in  it 
till  I  am  become  grey-headed  ;  and  as  time  has  added  to  my  years,  have 
still  increased  and  multiplied  their  favours.  This,  Sir,  is  the  intent  of 
this  Dedication ;  and  having  made  the  declaration  of  it  thus  public,  I  shall 
conclude  it  with  commendi^  them  and  you  to  God's  dear  love. 

"  I  remain.  Sir,  what  your  many  merits  have  made  me  to  be,  the  humblest 
of  your  servants,  Isaac  Walton.  " 

From  this  time  the  memorials  of  Walton  are  again  imperfect 
until  after  the  Restoration,  an  event  which  afforded  the  highest 
gratification  to  his  political  and  religious  feelings,  and  tended 
materially  to  his  personal  happiness.  Charles  the  Second's  return 
was  attended  by  the  promotion  of  many  of  the  eminent  divines 
who  had  suffered  in  the  royal  cause,  among  whom  were  some  of 
Walton's  oldest  and  most  intimate  friends.  Dr  Morley  was  made 
Dean  of  Christ  Church,  and  soon  afterwards  Bishop  of  Worcester, 
Dr  Henchman  was  elected  Bishop  of  Salisbury,  Dr  Sanderson 
Bishop  of  Lincoln,  and  Dr  King  was  restored  to  his  see  of 
Chichester.  In  their  episcopal  palaces,  as  in  distress  and  persecu- 
tion, the  friendship  of  these  eminent  men  for  Walton  was  steady 
and  sincere ;  and  much  of  the  remainder  of  his  life  was  passed  in 
their  society.  Long  years  of  intimacy,  congeniality  of  sentiments 
on  secular  and  ecclesiastical  matters,  a  similarity  of  taste  in 
literature,  and,  more  than  all,,  a  spirit  of  devout  but  rational  piety, 
united  them  in  the  strongest  bonds  of  attachment.  The  esteem 
of  such  men  is  conclusive  evidence  of  Walton's  virtues ;  and  he 
ofbn  alluded  to  their  kindness  and  good  opinion  in  the  warmest 
terms  of  gratitude. 

Walton's  joyful  feelings  at  the  Restoration  are  not  merely  pre- 
sumed from  his  known  devotion  to  the  cause  of  monarchy  and 
religion.  They  were  expressed  in  the  following  "  humble  Eclogue  " 
written  on  the  29th  of  May  1660,  addressed  to  his  *4ngenious 
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friend,  Mr  Brome,*^  on  his  various  and  excellent  poems,"  which  is 
prefixed  to  the  first  edition  of  Alexander  Brome's  Songs  and  other 
Poems,  printed  in  the  following  year : — 

*<  To  UY  INCBNIOUS  FrIBND,  Mr  BroMB,  on  his  various  and  BXCBLUUrr  POBMlb 

An  humble  Eclogv 
Written  on  the  agth  of  May  x66a 

DAMON  AND  DORUS. 

DAMON. 

Hail,  happy  day  I    Dorust  sit  down : 
Now  let  no  sigh,  nor  let  a  frown 
Lodge  near  thy  neartf  or  on  thy  brow. 
The  l(ing[  \  the  King's  retum'd  !  and  now 
Let's  banish  all  sad  thoughts,  and  sing 
We  have  our  Lawst  and  have  our  King. 

DORU& 

'Tis  true,  and  I  would  sing,  but  oh ! 
These  wars  have  shrunk  my  heart  so  lowf 
Twill  not  be  rais'd. 

DAMON. 

What,  not  this  day  t 

Why,  'lis  the  twentjr-ninth  of  May : 

Let  Rebels'  spirits  sink :  let  those 

That,  like  the  Goths  and  Vandals,  rose 

To  ruin  families,  and  bring 

Contempt  upon  our  Church,  our  King* 

And  all  thars  dear  to  us.  be  sad  ; 

But  be  not  thou  :  let  us  be  glad. 

And,  Dorus,  to  invite  thee.  Took, 

Here's  a  collection  in  this  book 

Of  all  those  cheerful  soogs,  that  we 

Have  sung  with  mirth  and  merry  glee :  * 

As  we  have  marchM  to  fight  the  cause 

Of  God's  anointed,  and  our  laws : 

Such  songs  as  make  not  the  least  odds 

Betwixt  us  mortals  and  the  Gods  : 

Such  songs  as  Virgins  need  not  fear 

To  sing,  or  a  grave  matron  hear. 

Here's  love  drest  neat,  and  chaste,  and  gayi 

As  gardens  in  the  month  of  May  : 

Here's  harmony,  and  wit,  and  art. 

To  raise  thy  thoughts,  and  cheer  thy  heart. 

DORUS. 

Written  by  whom  f 

damok; 
A  Friend  of  mine, 
And  one  that's  worthy  to  be  thine : 
A  civil  swain,  that  knows  his  times 
For  businesses,  and  that  done,  makes  rhymes, 
But  not  till  then  :  my  Friend's  a  man 
Lov'd  by  the  Muses ;  dear  to  Pan  ; 

*  *'  Alexander  Brome,  an  attorney  of  the  King's  Bench,  an  ingenious  poet,  died  29th 
June  (666."    Smith's  Obituary,  Additional  MS.  886,  in  the  British  Museum. 

s  The  following  vari;Uion  occurs  in  the  next  edition  of  Brome's  Poems,  printed  in 
1668;— 

**  Ilaive  sung  so  oft  and  merrily.'' 
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He  blest  him  with  a  cheerful  heart. 
And  they  with  this  sharp  wit  and  art. 
Which  he  so  tempers,  as  no  swain 
lliat's  loyal,  does  or  should  complain. 

DORUS. 

I  would  fain  see  him: 

DAUON. 

Go  with  me, 

Dorus,  to  yonder  broad  beech-tree. 
There  we  shall  meet  him  and  PhilliSf 
Perigot,  and  Amaryllis, 
Tityrus,  and  his  dear  Chlora, 
Tom  and  Will,  and  their  Pastora : 
There  we'll  dance,  shake  hands,  and  sing 
We  have  our  Laws, 

God  bless  the  King. 

Iz.  Walton." 

The  third  edition  of  the  "  Complete  Angler"  appeared  in  i66i; 
but  the  variations  between  it  and  the  impression  of  1655  are  not 
numerous  or  material  Although  Mr  Offley,  to  whom  it  was 
dedicated,  died  in  1658,  no  notice  is  taken  of  the  circumstance, 
which  is  rather  extraordinary,  because  Walton  pathetically  alludes 
to  the  loss  of  his  fishing  companions,  the  two  Roes.  In  the 
former  editior&s  he  spoke  of  "  the  days  and  times  when  honest  Nat 
and  R.  R.  and  I  go  a-fishing  together;"  and  in  1661  he  thus 
noticed  their  deaths,  *'  In  such  days  and  times  as  I  have  laid  aside 
business,  and.  gone  a-fishing  with  honest  Nat  and  R.  Roe ;  but 
they  are  gone,  and  with  them  most  of  my  pleasant  hours,  even 
as  a  shadow  that  passeth  away,  and  returns  not"  Considerable 
trouble  has  been  taken  to  discover  some  particulars  of  those 
persons,  who,  as  Walton's  intimate  friends,  and  his  companions 
in  the  sport  for  which  he  is  celebrated,  have  strong  claims  upon 
the  regard  of  his  disciples.  Unfortunately,  however,  nothing  has 
been  found  respecting  them,  except  that  they  appear  to  have 
been  distantly  related  to  Walton,  as  he  presented  one  of  his  books 
to  his  "  cozen  Roe ; "  but  it  may  be  conjectured  that  they  were 
brothers,  and  shopkeepers  in  London,  and  it  was  probably  the 
wife  of  one  of  them  who  was  godmother  to  his  son  in  September 
1651. 

In  the  same  year,  1661,  Walton  also  wrote  some  verses  on  the 
pubUcation  of  the  fourth  edition  of  a  popular  religious  poem,  called 
"  The  Synagogue,"  by  the  Rev.  Christopher  Harvie,  who  had  paid 
a  similar  compliment  to  Walton  in  the  second  edition  of  the 
"  Complete  Angler,"  and  whose  poem  on  the  Book  of  Common 
Prayer  b  introduced  into  that  work,  as  having  been  written  by  "  a 
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reverend  and  learned  divine,  who  professed  to  imitate  George 
Herbert."  "The  Synagogue"  was  first  printed  in  1640;  and 
Walton  says,  in  the  following  lines,  that  he  admired  that  poem 
before  he  knew  its  author  personally,  with  whom  he  must,  there- 
fore, have  become  acquainted  between  the  years  1640  and  1655 : 

"To  UY  SBVBRBND  FrIBND  THB  AuTHOR  OP  THB  SyNAGOGUB. 

Sir, 
I  Lov*D  you  for  your  Synag^ogue  before 
I  knew  yoiu*  person  ;  but  now  love  you  inore» 

Because  I  And 
It  is  so  true  a  picture  of  your  mind : 

Which  tunes  your  sacred  lyre 

To  that  eternal  auire 

Where  holy  Herbert  sits 

(O  shame  to  profane  wits  I) 
And  sinzs  his  and  your  anthems,  to  the  praise 
Of  him  that  is  the  first  and  last  ^days. 

These  holy  hymns  had  an  ethereal  birth, 
For  they  can  raise  sad  souls  above  the  earth. 

And  fix  them  there, 
Free  firom  the  world's  anxieties  and  fear : 

Herbert  and  you  have  jMw'r 

To  do  this :  every  hour 

I  read  you^  kills  a  sin, 

Or  lets  a  virtue  in 
To  fight  against  it ;  and  the  Holy  Ghost 
Supports  my  frailties,  lest  the  day  be  lost. 

This  holy  war,  taught  by  your  happy  pen. 

The  Prince  of  Peace  approves.    When  we  poor  men 

Neglect  our  arms. 
W*are  circumYested  with  a  world  of  harms. 

But  I  will  watch  and  ward, 

And  stand  upon  my  guard, 

And  still  consult  witn  you 

And  Herbert,  and  renew 
My  vows,  and  say.  Well  fare  his  and  your  heart, 
The  fountains  of  such  sacred  wit  and  art.  Iz.  Wa." 

On  the  17th  of  April  1662,  Walton  again  became  a  widower, 
by  the  death  of  his  second  wife,  Anne  Ken.  The  event  took  place 
in  her  fifty-second  year  at  Worcester,  and  is  thus  recorded  by  her 
husband  in  his  family  Prayer-Book  :  "  Anne  Walton  dyed  the 
1 7th  of  April,  about  one  o'clock  in  that  night,  and  was  buried  in 
the  Vhrgin  Mary's  Chapel,  in  the  cathedral  in  Worcester,  the  20th 
,day."  As  no  particulars  respecting  her  decease  are  known,  it  is 
doubtful  how  far  Walton  was  prepared  for  his  misfortune  by  her 
previous  illness.  He  was  warmly  attached  to  her,  and  in 
the  following  pathetic  epitaph,  which  he  placed  near  her  remains, 
he  bears  the  strongest  testimony  to  her  talents  and  virtues  : — 
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EX  TERRIS 

M.    S. 

HERE  LYETH  BURIED  SO  MUCH  AS 

COULD  DYE  OP  ANNE,  THE  WIFE  OF 

ISAAK  WALTON ; 

WHO  WAS 

A  WOMAN  OF  REMARKABLE  PRUDENCE, 

AND  OF  THE  PRIMITIVE  PIETY  ;    HER  GREAT 

AND  GENERAL  KNOWLEDGE  BEING  ADORNED 

WITH  SUCH  TRUE  HUMILITY,   AND  BLEST 

WITH  SO  MUCH  Christian  meekness;  as 

MADE  HER  WORTHY  OF  A  MORE  MEMORABLE 

MONUMENT. 

SHE  DYED  !  (Alas,  that  she  is  DEAD  !) 

THE  17TH  OF  April  1662,  aged  52. 
Study  to  be  like  her. 

A  draught  of  this  epitaph  in  Walton's  own  hand  is  written  in 
his  Prayer-Book  before  mentioned,  which  tends  to  prove  that  it 
was  composed  by  himself,  but  the  alterations  in  the  manuscript 
are  rather  curious.  The  words  "  Ex  terris  M.  S."  do  not  occur ; 
the  article  "the"  between  "of"  and  "primitive  piety"  is  an 
interlineation,  upon  which  Mr  Bowles  has  remarked  that  the 
alteration  seemed  "  designedly  to  imply  that  her  piety  was  that 
primitive  piety  which  the  reformed  Church  of  England  professed  ; 
therefore  the  correction  was  important."  "Alas,  that  she  is 
dead  ! "  was  originally  "  Alas  !  alas  !  that  she  dyed;  "  and  though 
Walton  substituted  "is  dead"  for  "died,"  he  did  not  omit  the 
second  interjection. 

It  must  not  escape  observation  that  Dr  Morley  was  Bishop 
of  Worcester  at  the  time  when  Mrs  Walton  died  in  that  city ;  and 
as  neither  Walton  nor  herself  appear  to  have  had  any  relations 
there,  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  they  went  to  Worcester  on  a 
visit  to  him.  If  this  conjecture  be  correct,  it  is  easy  to  imagine 
the  happiness  which  the  meeting  afforded  to  all  the  parties. 
Every  wish  of  Morley*s  heart  must  at  that  moment  have  been 
realised.  The  cause  in  which  he  had  suffered  was  triumphant ; 
the  monarch  for  whose  sake  he  had  undergone  poverty  and 
privation  filled  the  throne  of  his  ancestors  ;  the  Church  of  England, 
tdiich  had  been  threatened  with  destruction,  was  again  re-estab- 
lished ;  and  he  himself  had  reaped  the  reward  of  his  virtues  and 
consistency,  by  being  raised  to  a  situation  of  the  highest  dignity 
in  her  service.  Dr  Morley  was,  however,  regularly,  and  almost 
daily  in  the  House  of  Lords  from  December  1661  to  the  middle 
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of  May  1 662  ;  '  but  the  Waltons  probably  continued  at  the  palace 
whilst  the  bishop  attended  his  parliamentary  duties. 

Dr  Morley  was  translated  to  the  see  of  Winchester  ii>  April 
1662,  and  removed  soon  afterwards  to  his  new  diocese.  Up  to 
that  period  Walton  seems  to  have  lived  at  Clerkenwell ;  but  not 
long  after  Morley*s  translation,  he  found  a  permanent  asylum  for 
his  old  age  in  the  episcopal  residence.  The  occupation  attendant 
upon  his  removal,  the  change  of  scene,  and  his  ovm  practical 
piety,  combined  to  alleviate  his  grief  for  the  loss  of  his  wife ;  and 
the  evening  of  his  days  was  happily  passed  in  literary  pursuits, 
in  the  society  of  his  family  and  friends,  and  in  the  performance 
of  his  religious  duties.  He  was  in  his  sixty-ninth, year  when  he 
became  the  guest  of  Dr  Morley,  at  which  time  his  only  surviving 
son,  Isaak,  was  eleven,  and  his  daughter,  Anne,  about  fourteen 
years  of  age. 

Dr  John  Donne,  the  eldest  son  of  the  learned  divine  of  that 
name,  died  in  the  winter  of  i662.'  Though  not  destitute  of 
talents,  he  appears  to  have  been  a  very  eccentric  character ;  and 
Anthony  Wood  speaks  of  him  as  an  "atheistical  buffoon,  a  banterer, 
and  a  person  of  over-free  thoughts ; '  adding,  however,  that  he 
was  valued  by  Charles  the  Second.  The  qualities  which  called 
forth  the  censure  of  the  great  biographer  of  the  University  of  Oxford, 
probably  attracted  the  favour  of  that  prince ;  and  he  scenes  to  have 
lived  on  very  cordial  terms  with  many  noblemen  of  the  time.  Dr 
Donne  made  his  will  on  the  21st  of  July  1657,  and  as  it  is  a  very 
curious  document,  it  was  printed  in  February  1662.  A  copy  of 
it  will  be  found  in  the  notes  to  this  memoir ;  and  it  is  here  noticed 
on  account  of  the  following  bequests  to  Walton  :  "  To  Mr  Isaac 

^  Lords'  Toumftlst  vol.  xiv.  passim. 

8  The  following  account  of  Dr  Donne's  children  is  given  in  the  Gentleman's  Magaxino 
for  June  1835  :— 

*'  John,  eldest  son  of  the  Dean,  is  not  so  well  known  but  that  some  account  may  be 
here  given  of  him.  He  was  bom  about  the  year  2604,  and  is  mentioned  in  his  father^s 
will  (dated  Z3th  of  December  z6^  and  is  proved  in  the  P.  C.  C.  on  the  sth  of  April  in 
the  following  year)*  together  with  his  brother  and  four  sisters.  He  was  educated  at 
Westminster  and  Christ  Church,  Oxford,  and  afterwards  being  LL.D.  of  Padua,  was 
incorporated  in  the  same  degree  at  the  former  university,  June  30,  x63|8. 

*'  He  wrote  several  poetical  trifles,  some  of  which  are  enumerated  in  the  Fasti  (edit. 
Bliss),  L  503.  He  died  in  the  winter  of  i66a,  and  was  buried  near  the  standing  dial  in 
the  yard  at  the  west  end  of  St  Paul's,  Covent  Garden.  Whether  he  was  married  is  not 
stated  by  any  biographer ;  but  it  is  not  improbable  he  was  the  same  John  Donne  who 
was  married  to  Mary  Staples  at  Camberwell  Church,  a^h  March  x6a7. 

*'  George  Donne,  second  son  of  the  Dean,  was  baptized  May  9,  xoos*  at  Camberwell. 
and  is  described  in  his  father's  funeral  certificate  (Coll.  Arm.  I.  a^,  p.  39)  as  captain  aixi 
serjeant-major  of  all  the  forces  in  the  Isle  of  St  Christopher.  He  married  and  had  a 
daughter,  Margaret,  baptized  at  Camberwell,  March  aa,  1637-^*'  See  also  Gentleman's 
Magazine,  Aug.  1835 ;  Dr  Southey's  Life  of  0>wper,  voL  L  p.  4 :  and  Letters  respectiajc 
Dr  Donne's  marriage,  in  the  Loseley  Papers,  p.  3*1. 
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Walton,  I  give  all  my  writings  under  my  father's  hand,  which 
may  be  of  some  use  to  his  son  if  he  makes  him  a  scholar.  To 
the  Reverend  [Henry  King,]  Bishop  of  Chichester,  I  return  that 
cabinet  that  was  my  father's,  now  in  my  dining-room,  and  all 
those  papers  which  are  of  authors  analysed  by  my  father  ;  many 
of  which  he  hath  already  received  with  his  Conmion  Place-Book, 
which  I  desire  may  pass  to  Mr  Walton's  son  as  being  more 
likely  to  have  use  for  such  a  help,  when  his  age  shall  require 
it." 

In  December  1662,  Walton  obtained  from  his  friend  Gilbert 
Sheldon,  Bishop  of  London,  a  lease  of  a  newly-erected  building, 
adjoining  a  house  called  the  Cross  Keys,  in  Paternoster  Row,  for 
forty  years,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  forty  shillings,  which  premises 
were  burnt  in  the  fire  of  London.* 

The  first  two  years  of  Walton's  residence  with  Bishop  Morley 
were  employed  in  writing  the  Life  of  Richard  Hooker,  the  learned 
author  of  the  Laws  of  Ecclesiastical  Polity.  The  memoir  ap- 
peared in  January  1665,  and  in  the  dedication  to  the  Bishop  of 
Winchester,  dated  on  the  28th  of  November  1664,  Walton  says, 
**  It  was  written  by  me  under  your  roof,  for  which  and  more 
weighty  reasons,  you  might  (if  it  were  worthy)  justly  claim  a  tide 
to  it ;  but  indeed,  my  Lord,  though  this  be  a  well-meant  sacrifice 
to  the  memory  of  that  venerable  man,  yet  I  have  so  litde  confi- 
dence in  my  performance,  that  I  beg  your  pardon  for  subscribing 
your  name  to  it ;  and  desire  all  that  know  your  Lordship  to 
receive  it,  not  as  a  dedication  by  which  you  receive  any  access 
of  honour,  but  rather  as  a  more  humble  and  more  public  acknow- 
ledgment of  your  long-continued,  and  your  now  daily  favours  to 
your  most  affectionate  and  most  humble  servant, 

"  IZAAK  Walton.** 

A  very  interesting  letter  from  Dr  King,  Bishop  of  Chichester, 
to  Walton,  commencing  with  the  homely  but  emphatic  address 
of  "  Honest  Isaak,"  ^  was  prefixed  to  the  memoir  ;  and  as  that 
letter  contains  many  illustrations  of  Walton's  life,  such  parts  of  it 
as  have  not  been  already  introduced  will  be  inserted.  Bishop 
King  conmaences  with  this  flattering  testimony  to  Walton's  worth : 
"  Though  a  familiarity  of  more  than  forty  years'  continuance,  and 
the  constant  experience  of  your  love,  even  in  the  worst  of  the 

*  Vide  postea. 

^  This  address  is  omitted  in  the  first  edition  of  the  Life  of  Hooker,  but  occurs  in  the 
•ecood,  and  all  subsequent  editions. 
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late  sad  times,  be  sufficient  to  endear  our  friendship,  yet,  I  must 
confess  my  affection  much  improved,  not  only  by  evidences  of 
private  respect  to  many  that  know  and  love  you,  but  by  your  new 
demonstration  of  a  public  spirit,  testified  in  a  diligent,  true,  and 
useful  collection  of  so  many  material  passages  as  you  have  now 
afforded  me  in  the  life  of  venerable  Mr  Hooker;  of  which,  since 
desired  by  such  a  friend  as  yourself,  I  shall  not  deny  to  give  the 
testimony  of  what  I  know  concerning  him  and  his  learned  books  ; 
but  shall  first  here  take  a  fair  occasion  to  tell  you,  that  you  have 
been  happy  in  choosing  to  write  the  lives  of  three  such  persons  as 
posterity  hath  just  cause  to  honour  ;  which  they  will  do  the  more 
for  the  true  relation  of  them  by  your  happy  pen  :  of  all  which  I 
shall  give  you  my  imfeigned  censure."  * 

Bishop  King  then  notices  the  Lives  of  Donne  and  Wotton,  the 
want  of  which  would,  he  says,  ''  have  been  a  prejudice  to  all 
lovers  of  honour  and  ingenious  learning/'  and  proceeds  to  relate 
what  he  had  heard  respecting  Hooker  and  his  works.  He  con- 
gratulated Walton  on  this  undertaking,  as  being  "  more  proper  to 
you  than  any  other  person,  by  reason  of  your  long  knowledge  and 
alliance  to  the  worthy  family  of  the  Cranmers  (my  old  friends  also), 
who  have  been  men  of  noted  wisdom,  especially  Mr  George 
Cranmer,  whose  prudence  added  to  that  of  Sir  Edwin  Sandys, 
proved  very  usefUl  in  the  completing  of  Mr  Hooker's  matchless 
books  :  one  of  their  letters  I  herewith  send  you,  to  make  use  of, 
if  you  think  fit.  And  let  me  say  further ;  you  merit  much  firom 
many  of  Mr  Hooker's  best  friends  then  living ;  namely,  from  the 
ever-renovmed  Archbishop  Whitgift,  of  whose  incomparable  worth, 
with  the  character  of  the  times,  you  have  given  us  a  more  short 
and  significant  account  than  I  have  received  from  any  other  pen. 
You  have  done  much  for  the  learned  Sir  Henry  Savile,  his  con- 
temporary and  familiar  friend."'  But  he  reminded  Walton  of 
two  omissions  in  his  account  of  Savile's  works ;  and  thus  con- 
cludes, "  Not  to  trouble  you  further ;  your  reader  (if  according  to 
your  desire,  my  approbation  of  your  work  carries  any  weight)  will 
here  find  many  just  reasons  to  thank  you  for  it ;  and  possibly  for 
tills  circumstance  here  mentioned  (not  knovm  to  many),  may 
happily  apprehend  one  to  thank  him,  who  heartily  wishes  your 
happiness,  and  is  unfeignedly.  Sir,  your  ever-faithful,  and  affec- 
tionate old  friend,  Henry  Chichester." 
Chichester,  November  17,  1664. 

>  Walton's  Livesi  ed.  Zoucb,  L  az,  sa.  9  Ibid.  p.  31. 
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It  has  been  inferred  ^  from  Bishop  King's  allusion  to  Sir  Henry 
Savile,  that  Walton  intended  to  write  the  life  of  that  learned  per- 
son; but  King  evidently  alluded  only  to  what  Walton  says  of 
SavUe  in  the  Life  of  Hooker ;  and  as  there  is  nothing  else  to 
justify  the  opinion  that  he  ever  intended  to  be  the  biographer  of 
Savile,  it  is  most  probably  without  foundation.^ 

Several  passages  in  the  introduction  to  the  Memoir  of  Hooker, 
present  information  respecting  many  of  Walton's  early  friends,  and 
explain  his  motives  for  writing  it :  "I  have,"  he  says,  " been 
persuaded  by  a  friend,  that  I  ought  to  obey,  to  write  the  Life  of 
Richard  Hooker,  the  happy  author  of  five  (if  not  more)  of  the 
eight  learned  Books  of '  The  Laws  of  Ecclesiastical  Polity.'  And 
though  I  have  undertaken  it,  yet  it  hath  been  with  some  unwilling- 
ness ;  foreseeing  that  it  must  prove  to  me,  and  especially  at  this 
time  of  my  age,  a  work  of  much  labour  to  inquire,  consider, 
research,  and  determine  what  is  needful  to  be  known  concerning 
him.  For  I  knew  him  not  in  his  life,  and  must  therefore  not  only 
look  back  to  bis  death  (now  sixty-four  years  past),  but  almost  fifty 
years  beyond  that,  even  to  his  childhood  and  youth,  and  gather 
thence  such  observations  and  prognostics,  as  may  at  least  adorn, 
if  not  prove  necessary  for  the  completing  of  what  I  have  under- 
taken." • 

The  fiiend  there  mentioned  was,  it  is  most  likely,  Bishop 
Moriey.  Walton  then  alludes  to  his  coimection  with  the  Craimiers, 
which  has  been  before  noticed,  and  proceeds  to  say  .  *'  I  had  also 
a  friendship  with  the  Reverend  Dr  Usher,  the  late  learned  Arch- 
bishop of  Armagh ;  and  with  Dr  Morton,  the  late  learned  and 
charitable  Bishop  of  Durham ;  as  also  with  the  learned  John 
Hales  of  Eton  CoU^e  :  and  with  them  also  (who  loved  the  very 
name  of  Mr  Hooker)  I  have  had  many  discourses  concerning 
him ;  and  from  them  and  many  others  that  have  now  put  o^ 
mortality,  I  might  have  had  more  informations,  if  I  could  then 
have  admitted  a  thought  of  any  fitness  for  what  by  persuasion  1 
have  now  imdertaken.  But  though  that  full  harvest  be  irrecover- 
ably lost,  yet  my  memory  hath  preserved  some  gleanings,  and  my 

*  Athen.  Oxon.  by  Bltss. 
^^  Hawkins  savs  that  the  supposition  that  Walton  intended  to  write  the  Life  of  Savile. 

does  very  well  connect  with  what  the  late  Mr  Des  Maixeaux  some  years  since  relatea 
toagentkman  now  deceased  (William  Oldys,  Norroy  King  of  Arms)t  from  whom  myself 
«<i  it ;  Yii.,  that  there  were  then  several  Letters  of  Walton  extant,  in  the  Ashmolean 
Moieiini,  relating  to  a  Life  of  Sir  Henry  Savile.  which  Walton  had  entertained  thoughts 
orating.*  Upon  inquiry  it  has,  however,  been  found  that  there  are  no  Letters  of  the 
kad  in  tbe  Ashmolean  Museum. 

'lifeofHooker,  ed.  Z665. 
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diligence  made  such  additions  to  them,  as  I  hope  will  prove  useful 
to  the  completing  of  what  I  intend."  *^ 

In  a  candid  address  to  his  readers,  Walton  deprecated  censure, 
and  solicited  the  correction  of  any  errors  in  his  work.  He  in- 
vestigated at  some  length  the  authenticity  of  the  last  three  Books 
of  the  "  Ecclesiastical  PoUty;"  and  though  the  garrulity  of  age  may 
be  detected  in  the  digressions  into  which  he  has  fallen,  as  Mrell  as 
in  other  parts  of  his  work,  it  is  nevertheless  a  very  interesting 
piece  of  biography ;  and  no  one  can  read  the  concluding  para- 
graph without  being  forcibly  impressed  with  the  religious  spirit  of 
the  writer  :  "More  he  would  have  spoken,  but  his  spirits  failed 
him,  and  after  a  short  conflict  betwixt  nature  and  death,  a  quiet 
sigh  put  a  period  to  his  last  breath,  and  so  he  fell  asleep.  And 
here,  I  draw  his  curtain,  till  with  the  most  blessed  Martyrs  and  Con- 
fessors, this  most  learned,  most  humble,  holy  man,  shall  also  awake 
to  receive  an  eternal  tranquillity,  and  with  it  a  greater  degree  of 
glory  than  conmion  Christians  shall  be  made  partakers  of ;  till 
which  blessed  time,  let  glory  be  to  God  on  high,  let  peace  be 
upon  earth,  and  good- will  to  mankind.     Amen,  Amen."  * 

This  passage  was  however  altered  when  the  Memoir  was  re- 
printed in  1670;  and  in  the  edition  of  1675  it  stands  thus  : 
"  More  he  would  have  spoken,  but  his  spirits  failed  him,  and  after 
a  short  conflict  betwixt  nature  and  death,  a  quiet  sigh  put  a  period 
to  his  last  breath,  and  so  he  fell  asleep.  And  here  I  draw  his 
curtain,  till  with  the  most  glorious  company  of  the  Patriarchs  and 
Apostles,  the  most  noble  army  of  Martyrs  and  Confessors,  this 
most  learned,  most  humble,  holy  man  shall  also  awake  to  receive 
ap  eternal  tranquillity,  and  with  it  a  greater  degree  of  glory  than 
conmion  Christians  shall  be  made  partakers  of.  In  the  mean- 
time, bless,  O  Lord  !  Lord,  bless  his  brethren,  the  clergy  of  this 
nation,  with  ardent  desires,  and  effectual  endeavours  to  attain,  if 
not  to  his  great  learning,  yet  to  his  remarkable  meekness,  his  godly 
simplicity,  and  his  Christian  moderation,  for  these  are  praiseworthy; 
these  bring  peace  at  the  last !  and  let  the  labours  of  his  life,  his 
most  excellent  writings,  be  blessed  with  what  he  designed  when  he 
undertook  them,  which  was,  glory  to  thee,  O  God  on  high,  peace 
in  thy  church,  and  goodwill  to  mankind.     Amen,  Amen." 

The  Life  of  Hooker  was  reprinted  and  attached  to  the  "Ecclesias- 
tical Polity  "  in  1 666  ;  and  material  alterations  have  been  made  in 
the  different  editions  of  the  Memoir.  In  1668  Walton  is  said  to 
have  written  a  letter  to  a  kinsman  at  Coventry  on  the  rejection 

7  Lire  of  Hookeri  ed.  1665.  p.  5.  ^  Ibid.  pp.  151,  15a. 
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of  the  Bill  of  Comprehension,  which,  with  another  letter  on  the 
same  subject,  was  printed  in  1680  ;  but  the  authenticity  of  these 
letters  is  by  no  means  established,  and  some  remarks  on  the 
point  will  be  found  in  a  subsequent  page.  The  fourth  edition  of 
"The  Complete  Angler"  appeared  in  1668,  and  is  stated  in  the 
title-page  to  have  been  "  much  corrected  and  enlarged."  It  was, 
however,  merely  a  reprint  of  the  preceding  edition,  except  that  the 
errata  are  corrected ;  but  in  the  address  to  the  reader,  even  the 
statement  that  "  many  enlargements  had  been  made  in  this  third 
impression  "  is  retained. 

Izaak  Walton  was  at  that  time  still  the  guest  of  Bishop  Morley ; 
and  he  appears  to  have  been  engaged  upon  the  Life  of  George 
Herbert,  and  in  revising  the  Memoirs  of  Donne,  Wotton,  and 
Hooker,  for  publication  in  one  volume.  The  Life  of  Herbert  was 
published  about  May  1670,  the  imprimatur  being  dated  on  the 
2 1st  of  April  in  that  year;  and  in  the  introduction  Walton  says 
that,  "  in  a  late  retreat  from  the  business  of  this  world,  and  those 
many  little  cares  with  which  I  have  too  often  cumbered  myself,  I 
fell  into  a  contemplation  of  some  of  those  historical  passages  that 
are  recorded  in  sacred  story,"  more  particularly  respecting  Mary 
Magdalen  :  **  upon  occasion  of  which  fair  example,  I  did  lately 
look  back,  and  not  without  some  content  (at  least  to  myself)  that  I 
have  endeavoured  to  deserve  the  love,  and  preserve  the  memory  of 
my  two  deceased  friends,  Dr  Donne  and  Sir  Henry  Wotton,  by  de- 
claring the  several  employments  and  various  accidents  of  their  lives : 
and  though  Mr  George  Herbert  (whose  life  I  now  intend  to  write) 
were  to  me  a  stranger  as  to  his  person,  for  I  have  only  seen  him ; 
yet  since  he  was,  and  was  worthy  to  be,  their  friend,  and  very 
many  of  his  have  been  mine,  I  judge  it  may  not  be  unacceptable 
to  those  that  knew  any  of  them  in  their  lives,  or  do  now  know 
them  by  mine  or  their  own  writings,  to  see  this  conjunction  of 
them  after  their  deaths;  without  which  many  things  that  con- 
cerned them,  and  some  things  that  concerned  the  age  in  which 
they  lived,  would  be  less  perfect  and  lost  to  posterity.  For  these 
reasons  I  have  undertaken  it ;  and  if  I  have  prevented  any  abler 
person,  I  beg  pardon  of  him  and  my  reader."  * 

He  says,  in  the  Memoir  of  Herbert,  that  if  his  life  had  been 
related  by  a  pen  like  St  Chrysostom's,  there  would  then  "  be  no 
need  for  this  age  to  look  back  into  times  past  for  the  examples 
of  primitive  piety  ;  for  they  might  be  all  found  in  the  life  of  George 
Herbert.     But  now,  alas !  who  is  fit  to  undertake  it  ?  I  confess  I 

•  Life  of  Herbert^  cd.  1670,  pp.  xo-xa. 
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am  not;  and  am  not  pleased  with  myself  that  I  must;  and  profess 
myself  amazed  when  I  consider  how  few  of  the  clergy  lived  Uke 
hi6i  then,  and  how  many  live  so  unlike  him  now  :  but  it  becomes 
not  me  to  censure  :  my  design  is  rather  to  assure  the  reader, 
that  I  have  used  very  great  diligence  to  inform  myself,  that  I 
might  inform  him  of  the  truth  of  what  follows  ;  and  though  I  can- 
not adorn  it  with  eloquence,  yet  I  will  do  it  with  sincerity."  ^ 

For  some  of  the  facts  respecting  Herbert,  Walton  says  he  was 
indebted  to  Dr  Henchman,  then  Bishop  of  London,  and  to  Mr 
Ole/s  preface  to  Herbert's  "  Country  Parson,"  which  is  "  a  book 
so  full  of  plain,  prudent,  and  useful  rules,  that  that  country  parson 
that  can  spare  I2d,  and  yet  wants  it,  is  scarce  excusable  :  because 
it  will  both  direct  him  what  he  ought  to  do,  and  convince  him  for 
not  having  done  it/'  ^  The  concluding  lines  of  the  Memoir  of 
Herbert  show  Walton's  admiration  of  his  piety  in  a  more  forcible 
manner  than  pages  of  laboured  panegyric  could  have  done,  for 
he  observes,  *<  I  wish  (if  God  shall  be  so  pleased)  that  I  may  be 
so  happy  as  to  die  like  him."  *  Some  complimentary  verses, 
dated  at  Bensted  in  Hampshire,  on  the  3rd  of  April  1 670,  were 
prefixed  to  it  by  Samuel  Woodford,  who  had  been  ordained  in  the 
preceding  year  by  Bishop  Morley,  and  afterwards  became  a 
doctor  of  divinity  and  a  prebendary  of  Winchester.  They  were 
addressed  "  To  his  very  worthy  and  much  honoured  friend  Mr 
Izaak  Walton,  upon  his  excellent  Life  of  Mr  George  Herbert,"  but 
they  merit  little  praise ;  the  only  point  in  them  being  that  the  lives 
of  Donne  and  Herbert  occur  in  the  same  volume  : — 

"  Herbert  and  Donne  again  are  joined, 
Now  here  below  as  they're  above  : 
These  friends  are  in  their  old  embraces  twinedi 
And  since  by  you  the  interview's  designed, 
Too  weak  to  part  them  Death  does  prove ; 
For  in  this  book  they  meet  again,  as  in  one  heaven  they  love." 

About  the  time  when  the  Life  of  Herbert  was  published,  that 
Memoir,  together  with  the  Lives  of  Dr  Donne,  Sir  Henry  Wotton, 
and  Richard  Hooker,  were  collected  and  printed  in  one  volume. 
The  work  was  dedicated  to  the  Bishop  of  Winchester  in  very 
nearly  the  same  words,  mutatis  mutandis^  as  occur  in  the  dedica- 
tion.of  the  Life  of  Hooker  in  1 664.  The  only  material  variation  is, 
that  Walton  states  that  the  Life  of  Herbert,  as  well  as  that  of 
Hooker,  was  written  under  the  bishop's  roof ;  and  as  the  words 
"  your  now  daily  favours  "  are  retained,  it  seems  that  he  was  then 

1  Wahon's  Lives,  ed.  Zouch,  it.  73.  *  Ibid.  p.  8a. 

3  Ibid.  p.  196. 
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still  living  with  Morley.    In  the  address  to  the  reader  Walton  gives 
the  following  modest  account  of  his  biographical  labours  : — 

"Though  the  several  introductions  to  these  several  Lives,  have  partly 
declared  the  reasons  how  and  why  I  undertook  them ;  yet,  since  they  are 
come  to  be  reviewed,  and  augmented,  and  reprinted,  and  the  four  are  be- 
come one  book,  I  desire  leave  to  inform  you  that  shall  become  my  reader, 
that  when  I  look  back  upon  my  mean  abilities,  it  is  not  without  some  little 
wonder  at  myself,  that  I  am  come  to  be  publicly  in  print  And  though  I 
have  in  those  introductions  declared  some  of  the  accidental  reasons  :  vet, 
let  me  add  this  to  what  is  there  said :  that,  by  my  undertaking  to  collect 
some  notes  for  Sir  Henry  Wotton's  writing  the  Life  of  Dr  Donne,  and  Sir 
Henry's  dying  before  he  performed  it,  I  became  like  those  that  enter  easily 
into  a  law-suit,  or  a  quarrel,  and  having  begun,  cannot  make  a  fair  retreat 
and  be  quiet  when  they  desire  it.  And  really  after  such  a  manner  I  became 
engaged  into  a  necessity  of  writing  the  Life  of  Dr  Donne,  contrary  to  my 
first  intentions.  And  that  b^t  a  like  necessity  of  writing  the  Life  of  his 
and  my  honoured  friend.  Sir  Hennr  Wotton.  And  having  writ  these  two 
lives,  I  lay  quiet  twenty  years,  without  a  thought  of  either  troubling  mysehf 
or  oUien,  by  any  new  engagement  in  this  kind.  But  about  that  time,  Doct. 
Ga.  [uden]  (then  Lord  Bishop  of  Exeter)  published  the  Life  of  Mr  Richard 
Hooker  (so  he  called  it),  with  so  many  dangerous  mistakes,  both  of  him 
and  his  books,  that  discoursing  of  them  with  his  grace,  Gilbert,  that  now  is 
Lord  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  he  enjoined  me  to  examine  some  circum- 
stances, and  then  rectify  the  bishop's  mistakes,  by  giving  the  world  a  truer 
account  of  Mr  Hooker  and  his  books ;  and  I  know  I  have  done  so.  And, 
indeed,  till  his  grace  hath  laid  this  injunction  upon  me,  I  could  not  admit  a 
thought  of  any  fitness  in  me  to  undertake  it ;  but  when  he  twice  enjoined 
me  to  it,  I  then  trusted  his  judgment,  and  submitted  to  his  commands ; 
considering  that  if  I  did  not,  I  could  not  forbear  accusing  myself  of  dis- 
obedience, and  indeed  of  ingratitude  for  his  many  favours.  Thus  I  became 
ei^aged  into  the  third  life. 

"  For  the  Life  of  Mr  George  Herbert,  I  profess  it  to  be  a  free-will  offering, 
and  writ  chiefly  to  please  myself ;  but  not  without  some  respect  to  posterity, 
for  though  he  was  not  a  man  that  the  next  age  can  forget,  yet  many  of  his 
particnlar  acts  and  virtues  might  have  been  neglected,  or  lost,  if  I  had  not 
collected  and  presented  them  to  the  imitation  of  those  that  shall  succeed 
«s :  for  I  conceive  writing  to  be  both  a  safer  and  truer  preserver  of  men's 
various  actions  than  tradition.  I  am  to  tell  the  reader  that  though  this  Life 
of  Mr  Herbert  was  not  by  me  writ  in  haste,  yet  1  intended  it  a  review  before 
It  diould  be  made  public  :  but  that  was  not  allowed  me,  by  reason  of  my 
absence  from  London  when  it  was  printing ;  so  that  the  reader  may  find  in 
it  some  double  expressions,  and  some  not  very  proper,  and  some  that  might 
have  been  contracted,  and  some  faults  that  are  not  justly  chargeable  upon 
me  but  the  printer :  and  yet  I  hope  none  so  great,  as  may  not,  by  this 
coofesnon,  purchase  pardon  from  a  good-natured  reader.  And  now  I 
vidi,  that  as  that  learned  Jew,  Josepkus,  and  others,  so  these  men  had  also 
writ  their  own  Uves  :  but  since  it  is  not  the  fashion  of  these  times,  I  wish 
thdr  rdations  or  friends  would  do  it  for  them,  before  delays  make  it  too 
difficult.  And  I  desire  this  the  more  because  it  is  an  honour  due  to  the 
dead,  and  a  generous  debt  due  to  those  that  shall  live  and  succeed  us,  and 
voold  to  thGDU  prove  both  a  content  and  satisfaction.    For  when  the  next 
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age  shall  (as  this  does)  admire  the  learning  and  dear  reason  which  that 
excellent  casuist  Dr  Sanderson  (the  late  Bishop  of  Lincoln)  hath  demonstrated 
in  his  sermons  and  other  writings ;  who,  if  they  love  virtue,  would  not 
rejoice  to  know  that  this  good  man  was  as  remarkable  for  the  meekness 
and  innocence  of  his  life,  as  for  his  great  and  useful  learning  ;  and  indeed 
as  remarkable  for  his  fortitude,  in  his  long  and  patient  suffering  (under 
them  that  then  called  themselves  the  godly  party)  for  that  doctrine,  whidi 
he  had  preached  and  printed,  in  the  happy  days  of  the  nation's  and  the 
Church's  peace  ?  And  who  would  not  be  content  to  have  the  like  account 
of  Dr  Field,  that  great  schoolman,  and  others  of  noted  learning  ?  And 
though  I  cannot  hope,  that  my  example  or  reason  can  persuade  to  this 
undertaking,  yet  I  please  myself,  that  I  shall  conclude  my  preface,  with 
wishing  that  it  were  so." 

Dr  Woodford  also  wrote  complimentary  verses  to  Walton  upon 
his  Life  of  Hooker,  which  are  dated  on  the  loth  of  March  1670, 
and  were  intended  for  the  collected  edition  of  the  "  Lives," 
published  in  that  year.  A  line  in  those  verses,  renders  it  likely 
that  Walton  wrote  the  Life  of  Hooker,  and  possibly  also  that  of 
Herbert,  in  Bishop  Morley's  house  at  Chelsea.  After  four  verses 
in  praise  of  Hooker,  the  following  "Ritornata,"  in  allusion  to  Wal- 
ton, occurs : 

**  To  Chelsea^  soni;  there,  tell  thy  patron's^  friend 
The  Church  is  Hooker's  debtor :  Hooker  his  : 
And  strange  'twould  be,  if  he  should  glory  miss, 
For  whom  two  such  most  powerfully  contend. 

Bid  him  cheer  up,  the  day^s  ms  own ; 

And  he  shall  never  die. 

Who,  after  seventy's  past  and  gone. 

Can  all  th'  assaults  of  age  defy  ; 
Is  master  still  of  so  much  youthful  heat, 
A  child  so  perfect  and  so  sprightly  to  beget." 

Soon  after  the  publication  of  that  volume,  Walton  presented  a 
copy  of  it  to  Walter  Lord  Aston,  which  is  preserved  in  the  library 
at  Tixall ;  and  the  following  inscriptions  prove  that  he  was  highly 
esteemed  by  that  nobleman.     Walton  wrote  on  the  first  lea^ 

"  For  my  Lord  Aston, 

« Iz.  Wa." 
Beneath  which  his  lordship  added, 

"  Izake  Walton  gift  to  me,  June  y*  14,  1670,  w**  I  most  thankfully  for 
his  menunory  off  mee  acknowledge  a  greate  kmdnesse. 

**  Walter  Aston."  • 

On  the  1st  of  July  1670,  Walton  presented  a  petition,  in 
which  he  is  described  as  "  Isaac  Walton,  gentleman,"  to  the 

♦  [Variation.]    Master's,  ed.  1675. 

&  Tixall  Letters,  or  the  Correspondence  of  the  Aston  Family,    xamo.  London,  xSxs, 

vol.  ii.  p.  X23. 
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"Court  of  Judicature  for  determination  of  differences  touching 
houses  burnt  in  London,"  stating  that  the  premises  in  Paternoster 
Row  •  which  he  held  by  lease  from  Gilbert,  late  Bishop  of  London, 
were  burnt  in  the  late  fire ;  and  that  he  was  willing  to  rebuild 
them,  "  so  as  he  may  be  encouraged  thereto  by  an  increase  of 
yeais  to  his  term  in  being,  and  abatement  of  rent,  as  to  the  court 
shall  seem  meet ; "  and  he  prayed  that  the  then  Bishop  of  London 
or  his  deputy  should  be  summoned  to  attend  the  court,  to  the  end 
that  such  order  and  decree  might  be  made  concerning  the  premises, 
as  to  the  court  should  seem  meet  The  bishop  referred  the 
matter  wholly  to  the  court;  who  decreed  that  the  petitioner  should 
rebuild  the  premises,  having  his  lease  extended  to  sixty  years  at 
the  old  rent,  and  paying  the  arrears  then  due.  ^ 

For  nearly  three  years  from  this  time  nothing  is  known  of 
Walton ;  and  the  next  notice  of  him  is  in  February  1673,  when 
he  dedicated  the  third  edition  of  the  "  Reliquiae  Wottonianae  "  to 
Philip,  Earl  of  Chesterfield,  son  of  Henry  Lord  Stanhope,  by 
Katherine,  daughter  of  Lady  Wotton.  The  letter  to  that  noble- 
man, like  everything  he  wrote,  is  very  characteristic  of  his  mind 
and  feelings  ;  and  is  of  additional  interest  from  the  allusion  which 
it  contains  to  his  friend,  Charles  Cotton. 

"My  Lo&d, — I  have  conceived  many  reasons  why  I  ought,  in  justice,  to 
dedicate  these  Reliques  of  your  great  uncle,  Sir  Henry  Wotton,  to  your 
lordship ;  some  of  which  are,  that  both  your  grandmother  and  mother  had 
a  doable  right  to  them  by  a  dedication  when  first  made  public ;  as  also  for 
tl^  assisting  me  then,  and  since,  with  many  material  informations  for  the 
writing  his  Ufe ;  and  for  giving  me  many  of  the  letters  that  have  fallen 
^m  his  curious  pen  ;  so  that  they  being  now  dead,  these  reliques  descend 
to  you,  as  heir  to  them,  and  the  inheritor  of  the  memorable  Bocton  Palace, 
the  place  of  his  birth,  where  so  many  of  the  ancient,  and  prudent,  and 
valiant  family  of  the  Wottons  lie  now  buried  ;  whose  remarkable  monu- 
ments you  have  lately  beautified,  and  to  them  added  so  man^  of  so  great 
worth,  as  hath  made  it  appear  that  at  the  erecting  and  adommg  them  you 
were  above  the  thought  of  charge,  that  they  might,  if  possible  (for  'twas 
no  easy  undertaking),  hold  some  proportion  with  the  merits  of  yoiu: 
ancestors. 

"  My  Lord,  these  are  a  part  of  many  more  reasons  that  have  inclined 
me  to  this  dedication ;  and  these,  with  the  example  of  a  liberty  that  is  not 
given,  but  now  too  usually  taken  by  many  scribblers,  to  make  trifling 
dedications,  might  have  begot  a  boldness  in  some  men  of  as  mean  as  my 
abilities  to  have  undertaken  this.  But  indeed,  my  lord,  though  I  was 
ambitious  enough  of  undertaking  it ;  yet  as  Sir  Henry  Wotton  hath  said  in 
a  piece  of  his  own  character,  that  he  was  condemned  by  nature  to  a  bash- 

*  Vide  aatea.  '  Additional  MS.  in  the  British  Museum,  No.  5088,  t  Z4S. 
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fulness  in  making  requests,  so  I  find  myself  (pardon  the  parallel)  so  like 
him  in  this,  that  if  I  had  not  more  reasons  than  I  have  yet  exprest,  these 
alone  had  not  been  powerful  enough  to  have  created  a  confidence  in  roe  to 
have  attempted  it.  Two  of  my  unexprest  reasons  are  (give  me  leave  to  tell 
them  to  your  lordship  and  the  world)  that  Sir  Henry  Wotton,  whose 
many  merits  made  him  an  ornament  to  your  family,  was  yet  so  humble,  as 
to  acknowledge  me  to  be  his  friend ;  and  died  in  a  belief  that  I  was  so : 
since  which  time,  I  have  made  him  the  best  return  of  my  gratitude  for  his 
condescension,  that  I  have  been  able  to  express,  or'he  capable  of  receiving : 
and  am  pleased  with  myself  for  so  doing. 

**  My  other  reason  of  this  boldness,  is  an  encouragement  (very  like  a 
command)  from  your  worthy  cousin,  and  my  friend,  Mr  Charles  Cotton, 
who  hath  assured  me,  that  you  are  such  a  lover  of  the  memory  of  your 
generous  uncle.  Sir  Henry  Wotton,  that  if  there  were  no  other  reason  than 
my  endeavours  to  preserve  it,  yet,  that  that  alone  would  secure  this  dedica- 
tion from  being  unacceptable. 

"  I  wish  that  not  he  nor  I  be  mistaken ;  and  that  I  were  able  to  make 
you  a  more  worthy  present — My  Lord,  I  am  and  will  be  your  humble 
and  most  affectionate  servant,  Izaak  Walton. 

"Feb.  27,  1672." 

Walton  says,  in  the  advertisement  to  the  reader  of  that  edition, 
''  You  may  be  pleased  to  take  notice  that  in  this  last  relation  of 
Sir  Henry  Wotton's  Life,  'tis  both  enlarged,  and  some  small  errors 
rectified,  so  that  I  may  now  be  confident,  there  is  no  material 
mistakes  in  it ;  and  adds  that  '<  there  is  in  this  impression  an 
addition  of  many  letters ;  in  which  the  spirit  with  which  they 
were  writ  will  assure  them  to  be  Sir  Henry  Wotton's." 

A  very  interesting  letter  from  Walton  to  his  publisher,  Marriott, 
dated  at  Winchester  on  the  24th  August  1673,  which  is  now  for 
the  first  time  printed,  proves  that  the  weight  of  eighty  years  had 
had  slight  effect  upon  his  mental  or  bodily  powers.  He  was  then, 
it  appears,  employed  in  collecting  particulars  of  the  Life  of  the 
celebrated  John  Hales  of  Eton ;  and  purposed  visiting  London 
in  the  ensuing  October.  The  information  about  Hales  was  inten- 
ded for  William  Fulman,  the  author  of  the  "  Notitia  Oxoniensis 
Academiae,"  who  was  one  of  Gale's  assistants  in  the  "  Rerum 
Anglicarum  Scriptores." 

"  Mr  Marriott, — I  have  received  Bentevolio,  and  in  it  Mr  Hct«  life ; 
I  thank  you  for  both.  I  have  since  I  saw  you  received  from  Mr  Milington 
so  much  of  Mr  Hales  his  life  as  Mr  Faringdon  had  writ ;  and  have  made 
many  inquiries  concerning  him  of  many  that  knew  him,  namely  of  Mrs 
Powny,  of  Windsor  (at  whose  house  he  died),  and  as  I  have  heard,  so 
have  set  them  down,  that  my  memory  might  not  lose  them.  Mr  Montague 
did  at  my  being  in  Windsor  promise  me  to  summon  his  memory,  and  set 
down  what  he  knew  of  him.  This  I  desired  him  to  do  at  his  b^t  leisure, 
and  >vrite  it  down,  and  he  that  knew  him  and  all  his  affairs  best  of  any 
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man  is  like  to  do  it  very  weU,  because  I  think  he  will  do  it  affectionatelj, 
so  that  if  Mr  Fahoan  makes  his  queries  concerning  that  part  of  hb  life 
spent  in  Oxford,  he  will  have  many,  and  good,  I  mean  true  informations 
from  Mr  Faringdon,  till  he  came  thither,  and  by  me  and  my  means  since 
ke  came  to  Eton. 

"This  I  write  that  you  may  inform  Mr  Fulman  of  it,  and  I  pray  let  him 
know  I  will  not  yet  give  over  my  queries ;  and  let  him  know  that  I  hope 
to  meet  him  and  the  Parliament  in  health  and  in  London  in  October,  and 
then  and  there  deliver  up  my  collections  to  him.  In  the  meantime  I  wish 
bim  and  you  health  ;  and  pray  let  him  know  it  either  by  your  writing  to 
him,  or  sending  him  this  of  mine. — God  keep  us  all  in  His  favour,  hb  and 
your  friend  to  serve  you,  IzAAK  Walton.* 

*  Winchester,  24th  August  1673.*' 

Walton's  memoranda  respecting  Hales,  which  will  be  found  in 
the  notes,  are  dated  on  the  28th  of  October  following,  when,  it 
may  be  inferred  from  his  letter,  he  was  in  London.  Some  of  the 
facts  there  stated  are  new  and  curious,  especially  the  account  of 
the  portrait  of  Hales,  painted  after  his  death  by  Anne  Lady  Howe, 
who  was  the  sister  of  Henry  King,  Bishop  of  Chichester,  and 
married,  first,  John  Dutton,  of  Sherborne,  Esq.,  and  secondly.  Sir 
Richard  Howe,  Bart.  Walton  describes  her  as  '^  a  most  generous 
and  ingenious  lady ; "  he  mentions  her  in  his  will ;  and  she  was 
probably  one  of  his  oldest  friends. 

The  tenth  edition  of  Herbert's  poem  entitled  "  The  Temple,** 
of  which  Walton  stated  in  1670  that  more  than  twenty  thousand 
copies  had  been  sold,  ®  was  published  in  1 674 ;  and  his  "  Life  of 
Herbert"  was  then,  for  the  first  time,  prefixed  to  it.  In  the 
following  year,  the  Lives  of  Donne,  Wotton,  Hooker,  and  Herbert, 
were  reprinted,  ^  upon  which  occasion  Charles  Cotton  wrote  a 
poem  dated  on  the  17th  of  January  1672-3,  addressed  "To  my 
old  and  most  worthy  friend,  Mr  Izaak  Walton,  on  his  Life  of  Dr 
Donne,  &&,"  which  contains  so  many  allusions  to  Walton,  and  is 
so  pleasing  a  composition,  that  it  could  not,  with  propriety,  be 
cither  omitted  or  abridged. 

**  To  MY  OLD  AHD  MOST  WORTHV  FrIBKO  Mr  IzAAK  WaLTON,  ON  HIS  LlFK  OF 

Dr  Donnb,  &c 

When,  to  a  nadon's  loss,  the  Tirtnoos  die. 
There  s  justly  due,  from  every  hand  and  eye. 
That  can  or  write,  or  weep,  an  elegy. 

'  Ftthnan's  HSS.  vol  xii.  in  Corpus  Chrisd  Collie.  Oxford. 

•  Wakon's  lives,  ed.  Zouch  il  119. 

^  Tlie  edition  of  2675  is  called,  in  the  title-page.  '*  the  Fourth  ;**  hut  it  was  only  the 
titomd  coUeci^d  ediuon  of  the  Lives ;  the  intermediate  editions  being  respectively  pre- 
lucd  to  Donne's  Sermons,  Reliquiae  Wottonians,  Hooker's  Ecclesiastical  Polity,  and 
Herbert's  Temple. 
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Which  tlioug:h  it  be  the  poorest,  cheapMt  waf. 
The  debt  we  owe,  great  merits  to  deiray. 
Yet  it  is  almost  all  that  aiost  mea  pay. 

And  these  are  monuments  of  so  short  date, 
That,  with  their  birth,  they  oft  receive  their  fate ; 
Dying  with  those  whom  they  would  celebrate. 

And  though  to  verse  great  reverence  is  due. 
Yet  what  most  poets  write,  proves  so  untrue. 
It  renders  truth  in  verse  suspected  too. 

Something  more  ^cred  then,  or  more  entire. 

The  memories  of  virtuous  men  require, 

Than  what  may  with  their  funeral  torch  expire : 

This  History  can  give  ;'to  which  alone 

l*he  privilege  to  mate  oblivion 

Is  granted,  when  denied  to  brass  and  stone. 

Wherein,  my  friend,  vou  have  a  hand  so  sure* 
Your  truths  so  candid  are,  your  style  so  pure. 
That  what  you  write  may  envy's  search  endure. 

Your  pen,  disduning  to  be  brib'd  or  prest. 

Flows  without  vanity  or  interest ; 

A  virtue  with  which  few  good  pens  are  blest. 

How  happy  was  mv  father,  then,  to  see 
Those  men  he  lov'd,  by  him  he  lov'd,  to  be 
Rescued  from  frailties  and  mortality. 

Wotton  and  D<Mine,  to  whom  his  soul  was  knit ; 
Those  t%rin8  of  virtue,  eloquence,  and  wit. 
He  saw  in  fame's  eternal  annals  writ ; 

Where  one  has  forttmately  found  a  place. 
More  (aithfnl  to  him  than  his  marble  was :  * 
Which  eating  age,  nor  fire,  shall  e'er  deface. 

A  monument,  that,  as  it  has.  shall  last. 
And  prove  a  monument  to  that  defac'd  : 
Itself,  but  with  the  world  not  to  be  raz'd. 

And  even,  in  thmr  floweiy  characters. 

My  father's  grave  part  of  your  friendship  shares ; 

For  you  have  honour'd  his  in  strewbg  theirs. 

ThuSi  by  an  office,  though  particular. 
Virtue's  whole  common  weal  obliged  are ; 
For  in  a  virtuous  act  all  good  men  share. 

And  bv  this  act  the  world  is  Uught  to  know. 
That  the  true  friendship  we  to  merit  owe 
Is  not  discharged  by  compliment  and  show. 

But  youths  is  friendship^  of  so  pure  a  kind. 
For  all  mean  ends  and  interest  so  refined, 
It  ought  to  be  a  pattern  to  mankind : 

For  whereas  most  men's  friendships  here  beneath. 
Do  perish  with  their  friend's  expiring  breath,. 
Yours  proves  a  friendship  living  after  death ; 

By  which  the  generous  Wotton,  reverend  Donne, 
Soft  Herbert,  and  the  Church's  champion, 
Hooker,  are  rescued  from  oblirion. 

"  His  monument  in  St  Paul's  Church,  before  the  late  dreadful  fire,  7665. 
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For  though  thejr  each  of  them  his  time  10  spent* 

As  raisM  unto  himself  a  monument. 

With  which  ambition  might  rest  well  content ; 

Yet  their  great  works,  though  they  can  never  die» 
And  are  in  truth  superiatively  high, 
Are  no  just  scale  to  take  their  virtues  by; 

Because  they  show  not  how  the  Almighty's  grace» 
By  various  and  more  admirable  ways. 
Brought  them  to  be  the  organs  of  his  praise. 

But  what  their  humble  modestr  would  hide. 
And  was  by  any  other  means  cienied, 
Is  by  your  love  and  diligence  supplied. 

Wotton — a  noUer  soul  was  never  bred  I— 
You,  by  your  narrative's  most  even  thread, 
Through  all  his  labyrinths  of  life  have  led ; 

Through  his  degrees  of  honour,  and  of  arts, 
Brouefat  him  secure  from  envy's  venom'd  darts, 
Whi<^  are  still  levell'd  at  the  greatest  parts ; 

Through  all  the  employments  of  his  wit  and  spirit. 
Whose  neat  effects  these  kingdoms  still  inherit ; 
The  triads  then,  now  trophies  of  his  merit. 

Nay,  through  disgrace,  which  oft  the  worthiest  have ; 
Through  allsUte  tempests,  through  each  wind  and  wave. 
And  laid  him  in  an  h<mourable  grave. 

And  yours,  and  the  whole  world's  beloved  Donne, 
When  he  a  long  ^nd  wild  career  had  run 
To  the  meridian  of  his  glorious  sun ; 

And  bemg  then  an  object  of  much  ruth, 
Led  on  by  vanities,  error  and  youth. 
Was  long  ere  he  did  find  the  way  of  truth ; 

By  the  same  clue,  after  his  vouthful  swing. 
To  serve  at  his  God's  altar  here  you  bring, 
Where  once  a  wanton  muse  doth  anthems  sing. 

And  though  by  God's  most  powerful  grace  alona 

His  heart  was  settled  in  religion  : 

Yet  'tis  by  you  we  know  how  it  was  done  ; 

And  know,  that  having  crucified  vanities, 
And  fix'd  his  hope,  he  dos'd  up  his  own  eye«, 
And  then  your  friend  a  saint  and  preacher  dies. 

The  meek  and  learned  Hooker  too.  almost 
In  the  Church's  ruins  overwhelmed  and  lost. 
Is,  by  your  pen,  recover'd  from  the  dust. 

And  Herbert ; — he  whose  education. 
Manners,  and  parts  by  high  appUuses  blown. 
Was  deeply  tamted  with  ambition ; 

And  fitted  for  a  court,  made  that  his  aim  ; 
At  last,  without  regard  to  birth  or  name. 
For  a  poor  country  cure  does  all  disclaim  ; 

Where,  with  a  soul,  composed  of  harmonies 
like  a  sweet  swan,  he  warbles  as  he  dies, 
His  Maker's  praise,  and  his  own  obsequies. 
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All  this  you  tell  \x%,  with  so  good  success, 

That  our  obUg'd  posterity  shall  profess 

To  have  been  your  friend,  was  a  great  hapinness. 

And  now,  when  many  worthier  would  be  proud 
To  appear  before  you,  if  they  were  allowed, 
I  take  up  room  enough  to  serve  a  crowd : 

Where,  to  commend  what  you  have  choicely  writ. 
Both  my  poor  testimony  and  my  wit 
Are  equally  invalid  and  unfit : 

Yet  this,  and  much  more,  is  most  justly  due : 
Where  what  I  write  as  elegant  as  true. 
To  the  best  friend  I  now  or  ever  knew. 

But,  my  dear  friend,  'tis  so,  that  you  and  I, 

Bv  a  condition  of  mortality, 

With  all  this  great  and  more  proud  world,  must  die  : 

In  which  estate,  I  ask  no  more  of  fame. 

Nor  other  monument  of  honour  claim, 

Thau  that  of  your  true  friend  to  advance  my  name. 

And  if  your  many  merits  shall  have  bred 
An  abler  pen,  to  write  your  life  when  dead ; 
I  think  an  bonester  can  not  be  read.  Charles  Cottox. 

Jan.  X7,  167a. 

One  of  these  verses  show  that  Cotton's  father  was  also  a  friend 
of  Walton's  ;  and  the  feeling  manner  in  which  the  author  men- 
tions his  own  friendship  for  him,  by  calling  him  "  the  best  friend 
I  now  or  ever  knew,"  is  the  more  striking,  from  his  having 
afterwards  used  nearly  the  same  words  in  the  second  part  of 
**  The  Complete  Anglerj"  where  he  says,  "  I  have  the  happiness 
to  know  his  person,  and  to  be  intimately  acquainted  with  him ; 
and  in  him  to  know  the  worthiest  man,  and  to  enjoy  the  best  and 
the  truest  friend  any  man  ever  had." 

It  is  rather  singular  that  Walton  should  nowhere  allude  to  his 
only  surviving  son  and  daughter,  during  their  childhood,  for  it 
might  have  been  expected  that  he  would  have  firequently  spoken 
of  their  being  with  him^  and  of  their  education.  His  attachment 
to  the  Church  of  England,  and  the  prospect  of  preferment  which 
his  intimacy  with  the  Bishop  of  Winchester  and  other  prelates 
afforded,  naturally  induced  him  to  destine  his  son  for  holy  orders  ; 
and  his  veneration  for  the  sacred  profession,  added  to  the  per- 
sonaj  esteem  which  he  felt  for  Dr  William  Hawkins,  one  of  the 
prebends  of  Winchester,  made  him  yield  a  ready  assent  to  the 
marriage  of  his  daughter  Anne  to  that  gentleman,  which  took 
place  some  time  before  the  year  1678.  Young  Izaak  Walton  is 
supposed  to  have  been  educated  by  his  maternal  uncle,  Thomas 
Ken,  8  who  obtained  a  stall  in  Winchester  Cathedral,  probably 

*  Bowles's  Life  of  Ken,  i.  23. 
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through  the  interest  of  his  brother-in-law  with  Bishop  Morley,  in 
April  1 669.  At  a  proper  age  the  young  Izaak  was  removed  to  Christ 
Church,  of  which  his  father's  friend,  Dr  Fell,  was  master ;  *  and 
in  1675,  the  year  of  the  great  Papal  jubilee,  Ken  and  his  nephew 
visited  Rome,  Venice,  and  other  parts  of  Italy ;  but  the  following 
passage  in  Cotton's  treatise  on  fly-fishing  shows  that  he  returned 
early  in  the  ensuing  year.  When  asked  by  Venator,  "  if  young 
Master  Izaac  Walton "  had  been  at  Beresford,  Piscator  repUed, 
"  Aye,  marry  has  he,  Sir  !  and  that  again  and  again  too,  and  in 
France  since,  and  at  Rome,  and  at  Venice,  and  I  can't  tell  where; 
but  I  intend  to  ask  him  a  great  many  hard  questions  so  soon  as  I 
can  see  him,  which  will  be,  God  willing,  next  month.*'  In  March 
1 67  5-6,  young  Walton  proceeded  M.A.  at  Christ  Church ;  and 
though  the  date  of  his  ordination  is  not  stated,  it  probably  took 
place  about  that  time;  and  the  pleasure  with  which  his  aged 
father  saw  him  enter  upon  his  holy  office  may  readily  be  con- 
ceived. 

Some  account  of  Walton's  plans  in  the  year  1676  occur  in  the 
fifth  edition  of  "  The  Complete  Angler,"  which  appeared  in  that 
year.  Eight  years  had  elapsed  since  the  former  impression  ;  and 
during  that  time  he  had  ample  leisure  to  give  to  his  work  the 
improvements  of  which  he  considered  it  susceptible.  It  is,  how- 
ever, questionable  whether  the  additions  which  he  then  made  to 
it  have  increased  its  interest.  The  garrulity  and  sentiments  of  an 
octogenarian  are  very  apparent  in  some  of  the  alterations ;  and 
the  subdued  colouring  of  religious  feeling  which  prevails  through- 
out the  former  editions,  and  forms  one  of  the  charms  of  the  piece, 
is,  in  this  impression,  so  much  heightened,  as  to  become  almost 
obtrusive.  For  example,  the  interpolation  in  the  last  chapter, 
immediately  after  Venator's  recipe  for  colouring  rods  *  is,  in  fact, 
a  religious  essay,  filled  with  trite  reflections  and  scriptural  quota- 
tions ;  whilst  the  digression  on  monsters,®  and  the  introduction  of 
the  milkmaids'  second  song,"^  which  contains  the  only  objectionable 
allusion  in  the  book,  are  not  in  Walton's  usual  good  taste. 

Thinking  that  the  work  was  defective  in  one  branch  of  the  art, 
Walton  applied  to  his  frjend  Charles  Cotton,  whom  he  had  known 
for  a  great  many  years,  to  furnish  a  treatise  on  fly-fishing.  Cotton 
promised  to  comply  with  his  wishes  ;  but  he  omitted  to  fulfil  his 
engagement,  until  he  was  reminded,  towards  the  end  of  February 
1676,  that  the  treatise  was  wanted  for  the  new  edition  of  "The 

*  Bowles's  Life  of  Ken,  L  23.  "  Ibid.  pp.  303-308. 

*  Ibid.  p.  6z.  7  Ibid.  p.  xax. 
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Complete  Angler,"  which  was  then  in  the  press.  Little  more 
than  ten  days  were  allowed  him  for  the  purpose,  at  the  end  of 
which  he  had  completed  the  task.  His  letter  to  Walton,  which 
accompanied  the  manuscript,  was  written  at  Beresford,  on  the  loth 
of  March  1676  ;  and  a  printed  copy  of  his  treatise  was  returned 
to  him,  with  an  answer,  dated  at  London  on  the  29th  of  the 
following  month.  Cotton,  who  is  the  Piscator  of  his  own  dia- 
logue, observes,  that  Walton  had  lately  written  to  say  that  he 
doubted  whether  he  could  visit  him  in  the  ensuing  sunmier ;  but 
he  informed  Cotton  in  the  letter  just  mentioned,  which  was 
written  some  weeks  afterwards,  that  although  he  was  then  more 
than  one  hundred  miles  from  him,  and  in  the  eighty-third  year  of 
his  age,  yet  he  would  forget  both,  and  in  the  next  month,  May, 
begin  a  pilgrimage  to  see  him.  It  is  therefore  likely  that  Walton 
spent  some  weeks  at  Beresford,  in  May  and  June  1676  ;  and  he 
was  possibly  induced  to  change  his  mind  by  going  there,  in  con- 
sequence of  business  having  brought  him  to  London,  by  which 
journey  he  was  drawn  much  nearer  to  Derbyshire.  The  intimacy 
which  existed  between  Walton  and  Cotton  is  well  known  to  every 
reader  of"  The  Complete  Angler."  Their  literary,  no  less  than  their 
piscatory  pursuits,  were  alike ;  and  it  is  easy  to  believe  that  the 
author  of  the  beautiful  "  Stanzas  Irregulier "  must  have  possessed 
a  disposition  with  which  Walton's  perfectly  harmonised.  At  an 
early  period  of  their  intimacy.  Cotton  designated  him  his  "  father," 
and  styled  himself  his  "  son,"  a  practice  which  was  then  very 
conmion  between  parties  whose  pursuits  were  congenial,  when  the 
younger  received  instructions  in  them  from  the  elder,  and  when  it 
was  desired  to  give  the  most  affectionate  character  to  their  associa- 
tion. 

Walton  frequently  visited  Cotton  at  Beresford  during  the  spring 
and  summer  months,  sometimes  alone,  and  at  others  accompanied 
by  his  son  or  by  a  friend.  Not  long  before  the  year  1676  Cotton 
built  a  little  fishing-house  on  the  Staffordshire  side  of  the  banks  of 
the  Dove,  where  the  windings  of  the  river  form  a  small  peninsula.^ 

B  The  state  of  the  fishing^house  was  thus  described  by  a  visitor  in  1824 : — "Just  abore 
the  Pike,  a  small  wooden  foot-bridge  leads  over  the  stream  towards  Hartshorn,  in 
Derbyshire  :  it  bears  the  date  of  18x8,  but  is  merely  the  successor  of  one  more  andent« 
as  is  evident  from  Piscator's  saying,  'Cross  the  bridge,  and  go  down  the  other  side.' 
Somewhat  higher  up  on  the  Staffordshire' bank,  the  windings  of  the  river  form  a  small 
peninsula,  on  which  sunds  the  far-famed  fishing-house ;  but  alas  I  how  changed  since 
the  time  when,  in  the  words  of  Venator,  *it  was  finely  wabscoted,  with  a  nuui>le  table 
in  the  middle,  and  all  exceeding  neat/  The  stone  slabs  which  compose  the  floor  are 
partly  broken  up,  the  windows  are  entirely  destroyed,  the  doors  decaying,  and  without 
fastenings,  the  roof  is  dilapidated,  and  the  vane  which  surmounts  it  is  rusty,  and  nodding 
to  its  falL  The  fireplace  alone  remains  in  good  preservation.  Hawkins  tdls  us  that 
the  exterior  was  formerly  adorned  with  paintings,  in  fresco,  of  Cotton,  Walton,  and  the 
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In  commemoration  of  their  friendship  Cotton  caused  a  stone  to  be 
placed  in  the  centre  of  the  buildings,  with  the  initials  of  his  own 
aod  Walton's  name  conjoined  in  a  cypher,  a  representation  of 
which  was  introduced,  agreeably  to  Cotton's  request,  in  the  title- 
page  of  his  part  of  ^  The  Complete  Angler.'^  This  stone,  which 
no  true  disciple  of  the  venerable  Piscator  can  contemplate  with 
mdifierence,  was  erected  between  Walton's  last  visit  to  Beresford, 
and  that  which  he  is  supposed  to  have  paid  Cotton  in  May  1676 ; 
but  he  had  seen  and  approved  of  it  before  it  was  deposited  in  its 
place.  The  fishing-house  and  stone  are  thus  described  by  Cotton : 
**  My  house  stands  upon  the  margin  of  one  of  the  finest  rivers  for 
trouts  and  grayling  in  England ;  I  have  lately  built  a  little  fishing- 
house  upon  it,  dedicated  to  anglers,  over  the  door  of  which  you 
will  see  the  two  first  letters  of  my  father  Walton's  name  and  mine 
twisted  in  cypher."  ^  In  one  of  Cotton's  poems  the  fishing-house 
is  also  mentioned  : — 

'*  My  rirer  still  thnmgh  the  same  channel  glides, 
Clear  from  the  tumult,  salt,  and  dirt  <^  tides. 
And  my  poor  Fishing-housb,  mv  seat's  best  graces 
Stands  firm  and  faithful  in  the  self-same  place. 

Walton  says  of  the  beautiful  scenery  near  the  fishing-house, 
that  ''  the  pleasantness  of  the  river,  mountains,  and  meadows 
about  it  cannot  be  described,  tmless  Sir  Philip  Sydney  or  Mr 
Cotton's  father  were  again  alive  to  do  it."  ^ 

The  Viator  of  Cotton's  dialogue  is  the  Venator  of  "  The  Complete 
Angler,"  and  opportunities  are  thereby  afforded  for  introducing 
eulogiums  on  Walton's  character.  For  instance,  when  Viator 
asks  Piscator  his  opinion  of  "  The  Complete  Angler,"  he  says, 
"  My  opinion  of  Mr  Walton's  book  is  the  same  with  every  man's 
that  understands  anything  of  the  art  of  angling,  that  it  is  an 
excellent  good  one;  and  that  the  fore-mentioned  gentleman 
understands  as  much  of  fish  and  fishing  as  any  man  living.  But 
I  must  tell  you,  further,  that  I  have  the  happiness  to  know  his 
person,  and  to  be  intimately  acquainted  with  him ;  and  in  him  to 
know  the  worthiest  man,  and  to  enjoy  the  best  and  truest  fiiend 
any  man  ever  had :  nay,  I  shall  yet  acquaint  you  further  that  he 
gives  me  leave  to  call  him  father,  and  I  hope  is  not  yet  ashamed 

koy ;  bat  these  are  entirely  i^ne,  and  nonght  now  decorates  the  walls,  sare  the  names 
of  various  obscure  individuals  who  have  thought  fit  thus  to  record  their  having  visited 
the  spot.  The  steps  at  the  entrance  are  covered  with  weeds,  and  the  well-known  key- 
sifltte  (which,  however,  appears  to  be  in  a  sound  state),  is  so  overspread  with  moss, 
that  the  first  word  of  the  inscription  is  quite  defaced. **(7c»/i(rmai»  *  Magtutime,  vol. 
ads.  nait  ii  pi  31. 
>  vide  p.  »6,  postea.  >  Vide  postea. 
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to  own  me  for  his  adopted  son."  Venator  replies,  **  In  earnest, 
Sir,  I  am  ravished  to  meet  with  a  friend  of  Mr  Izaac  Walton's, 
and  one  that  does  him  so  much  right  in  so  good  and  true  a  char- 
acter :  for  I  must  boast  to  you,  that  I  have  the  good  fortune  to 
know  him  too,  and  came  acquainted  with  him  much  after  the 
same  manner  I  do  with  you ;  that  he  was  my  master,  who  first 
taught  me  to  love  angling,  and  then  to  become  an  angler ;  and  to 
be  plain  with  you,  I  am  the  very  man  deciphered  in  his  book  under 
the  name  of  Venator ;  for  he  was  wholly  addicted  to  the  chase, 
till  he  taught  me  as  good,  a  more  quiet,  innocent,  and  less 
dangerous  diversion."  Piscator  then  observes,  "  Sir,  I  think 
myself  happy  in  your  acquaintance ;  and  before  we  part  shall 
entreat  leave  to  embrace  you.  You  have  said  enough  to 
recommend  you  to  my  best  opinion ;  for  my  father  Walton 
will  be  seen  twice  in  no  man's  company  he  does  not  like,  and  likes 
none  but  such  as  he  believes  to  be  very  honest  men,  which  is  one 
of  the  best  arguments,  or  at  least  of  the  best  testimonies  I  have, 
that  I  either  am,  or  that  he  thinks  me  one  of  those,  seeing  I  have 
not  yet  found  him  weary  of  me."  Viator  rejoins,  "  You  speak 
like  a  true  friend,  and  in  doing  so  render  yourself  worthy  of  his 
friendship." 

To  these  flattering  expressions  Walton  thus  alluded  in  his  letter 
to  Cotton  :  * — "  You  now  see,  I  have  returned  you  your  very 
pleasant  and  useful  discourse  of  the  Art  of  Fly-fishing,  printed 
just  as  it  was  sent  me  :  for  I  have  been  so  obedient  to  your 
desires,  as  to  endure  all  the  praises  you  have  ventured  to  fix 
upon  me  in  it.  And  when  I  have  thanked  you  for  them,  as  the 
effects  of  an  undissembled  love,  then  let  mc  tell  you.  Sir,  that  I 
will  really  endeavour  to  live  up  to  the  character  you  have  given  of 
me,  if  there  were  no  other  reason,  yet  for  this  alone,  that  you  that 
love  me  so  well,  and  always  think  what  you  speak,  may  not,  for  my 
sake,  suffer  by  a  mistake  in  your  judgment." 

The  complimentary  verses  prefixed  to  the  former  editions  of  "The 
Complete  Angler"  were  augmented  in  the  fifth,  by  a  Latin  Iambic 
ode  fi-om  the  pen  of  Dr  James  Duport,  the  Greek  professor  at 
Cambridge,  who  had  contributed  a  similar  testimony  of  his  esteem 
on  the  publication  of  the  Life  of  Herbert.  Dr  Zouch  has  inserted 
a  very  elegant  translation  of  these  verses,  in  his  Life  of  Walton, 
from  the  pen  of  the  Rev.  James  Tate,  one  of  the  canon  residen- 
tiaries  of  St  Paul's;  and  it  is  impossible  to  refrain  from  following  his 
example : — 

*  Vide  p.  2x8f  postea. 
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"Hail,    Walton  !     honoured     friend    of 

mine. 
Hail !  mighty  Master  of  the  Line  I 
Whtiher  down  some  valley's  side 
You  walk  to  watch  the  smooth  stream 

Hiide, 
Or  oa  the  flowery  margin  stand 
To  cheat  the  fish  with  cunning  hand. 
Or  on  the  green  bank*  seated  stilJ, 
With  quick  eye  guard  the  danani;:  qnill. 
llirice  happy  sage  !  who,  distant  far 
From  the  wrangUng  forum's  war, 
From  the  city's  bulling  train. 
From  the  busy  hum  of  men. 
Haunt  some  gentle  stream,  and  pTy 
Your  honest  crafts,  to  lure  the  fry  : 
And  while  the  world  around  you  set 
The  base  decoy  and  treacherous  net, 
Man  against  man,  th'  insidious  wile, 
Or,  the  rich  dotard  to  beguile. 
Bait  high  with  gifts  the  smiling  hook 
K\\  gilt  with  Flattery's  sweetest  look ; 
Arm'd  for  the  innocent  deceit. 
You  love  the  scaly  brood  to  cheat. 
And  tempt  that  water-wolf,  the  pike. 
With  rav  ning  tooth  his  prey  to  strike. 
Or  in  the  minnow's  living  head 
Or  in  the  writhed  brandling  red 
Fix  your  well-charged  hook,  to  gull 
The  ^eedy  perch,  oold  biting  fool. 
Or  with  tiM  tender  moss-worm  tried 
Win  the  nice  trout's  speckled  pride. 
Or  on  the  carp,  whose  wary  eye 
Admiu  no  vulgar  tackle  nigh, 
Essav  your  arr  s  supreme  address. 
And  beat  the  fox  in  sheer  finesse  : 
The  tench,  physician  of  the  brook. 
Owns  the  magic  of  your  hook, 
The  little  gudgeon's  thoughtless  haste 
Yields  a  bnef  yet  sweet  repast. 
And  the  whisker'd  barbel  pays 
His  coarser  bulk  to  swell  your  praise. 
Soch  the  amusement  of  your  hours. 
While  the  season  aids  your  powers ; 
Nor  shall  my  friend  a  single  day 
E'er  pass  without  a  line  away. 


Nor  these  alone  yotnr  honours  bound 
The  tricks  experience  has  found ; 
Sublimer  theory  lifts  your  name 
Above  the  fisher's  simple  fame. 
And  in  the  practice  you  excel 
Of  what  none  else  c»n  teach  as  well. 
Wielding  at  once  with  equal  skill 
The  useful  powers  of  either  quill. 
With  all  that  winning  grace  of  style, 
What  else  were  tediou^  to  beguile, 
A  second  Oppian,  you  impart 
The  secrets  of  the  Angling  art. 
Each  fish's  nature,  and  how  beU 
To  fit  the  bait  to  every  taste, 
Till  in  the  scholar,  that  you  train. 
The  accomplish'd  master  lives  again. 
And  yet  your  pen  aspires  above 
The  maxims  of  the  art  you  love  ; 
ITio'  virtues,  faintly  taught  by  rule. 
Are  better  learnt  in  Angling's  school, 
Where  Temperance,  that  drinks  the  rill. 
And  Patience,  sovereign  over  ill. 
By  many  an  active  lesson  bought. 
Refine  the  soul,  and  steel  the  thought 
Far  higher  truths  you  love  to  start. 
To  tram  us  to  a  nobler  art. 
And  in  the  lives  of  good  men  give 
That  chiefest  lesson,  how  to  live  ; 
While  Hooker,  philosophic  sage. 
Becomes  the  wonder  of  your  page. 
Or  while  we  see  coinbinVi  in  one 
The  wit  and  the  divine  in  Donne, 
Or  while  the  poet  and  the  priest. 
In  Herbert's  sainted  form  confest. 
Unfold  the  temple's  holy  mace 
That  awes  and  yet  invites  our  gaze : 
Worthies  these  of  pious  name 
From  your  portraying  pencil  claim 
A  second  life,  and  strike  anew 
With  fond  delight  the  admiring  view. 
And  thus  at  once  the  peopled  brook 
Submits  its  captives  to  your  hook, 
And  we,  the  wiser  sons  of  men. 
Yield  to  the  magic  of  your  pen. 
While  angling  on  some  streamlet's  brink 
The  muse  and  you  combine  to  think." 


Besides  the  "  Contentation  *'  •  and  the  "  Retirement,"  *  which  in 
natural  pathos  and  moral  feeling  have  perhaps  never  been  excelled, 
Cotton  addressed  the  following  invitation  to  Walton  to  renew  their 
piscatory  sports  in  the  ensuing  May ;  but  the  year  in  which  these 
verses  were  written  is  not  mentioned : — 

**  Whilst  in  this  cold  and  blust'ring  clime, 
Where  bleak  winds  howl  and^  tempesu  roar. 
We  pass  away  the  roughest  time 
Has  been  of  many  years  before  ; 

Whilst  from  the  most  tempestuous  nooks 
The  chillest  blasts  our  peace  invade, 
And  by  great  rains  our  smallest  brooks 
Are  almost  navigable  made  ; 


*  Vide  antea. 


*  Vide  p.  ax9,  pottea. 
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Whilst  all  the  ills  are  so  improv'd 
Of  this  dead  quarter  of  the  year, 
That  even  you,  so  much  belov'd» 
We  would  not  now  wish  with  us  here ; 

In  this  estate,  I  say,  it  is 

Some  comfort  to  us  to  suppose, 

That  in  a  better  clime  than  this 

You,  our  dear  friend,  have  more  repose ; 

And  some  delight  to  me  the  while. 
Though  nature  does  now  weep  in  rain. 
To  think  that  I  have  seen  her  smile. 
And  haply  may  I  do  again. 

If  the  all-ruUng  Power  please 
We  live  to  see  another  May, 
We'll  recompense  an  age  of  these 
Foul  days  in  one  fine  fishing-day ; 

We  then  shall  have  a  day  or  two. 
Perhaps  a  week,  wherein  to  try. 
What  the  best  Master's  hand  can  do 
With  the  most  deadly  killing  fly. 

A  day  without  too  bright  a  beam, 
A  warm  but  not  a  scorching  sun, 
A  southern  gale  to  curl  the  stream, 
Andt  Master,  half  otu-  work  is  done. 

There  whilst  behind  some  bush  we  wait. 
The  scaly  people  to  betray, 
We'll  prove  it  just,  with  treach'rous  bait* 
To  make  the  preying  trout  our  prey ; 

And  think  ourselves  in  such  an  hour 
Happier  than  those,  though  not  so  high. 
Who,  like  leviathans,  devour 
Of  meaner  men,  the  smaller  fry. 

This,  my  best  friend,  at  my  poor  home 
Shall  be  our  pastime  and  our  theme  ; 
But  then  should  you  not  deign  to  come. 
You  make  all  this  a  flatt'ring  dream."  & 

Notwithstanding  Walton's  very  advanced  age  might,  as  he  him- 
self says,  have  procured  him  "  a  writ  of  ease,"  he  continued  to 
employ  himself  in  literary  pursuits ;  and  at  a  period  of  life  to 
which  few  men  attain,  and  at  which  still  fewer  are  capable  of 
intellectual  exertion,  he  commenced  the  Life  of  Robert  Sanderson, 
Bishop  of  Lincoln,  a  work  requiring  as  much  vigour  of  mind  as 
any  he  had  written,  and  which  he  completed  with  equal  success. 
The  volume  was  published  about  May  1678,*  and  like  the  Memoir 
of  Hooker,  and  the  collected  edition  of  the  Lives  of  Donne,  Wotton, 
Hooker,  and  Herbert,  was  inscribed  to  Dr  Morley,  whose  continued 
favours  demanded  a  new  testimony  of  his  gratitude.  As  this  was 
Walton's  last  work,  and  as  whatever  relates  to  him  at  so  advanced 

ft  Cotton's  Poems,  ed.  x68q,  p.  1x4. 

*  llie  imprimatur  is  dated  on  the  7th  of  May  1678. 
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a  stage  of  his  existence  is  of  peculiar  interest,  everything  which 
occurs  in  it  illustrative  of  his  own  feelings  or  situation  will  be  here 
introduced. 

The  dedication  commences  with  an  acknowledgment  of  Bishop 
Morley's  kindness ;  and  shows  that  through  Morley  he  had  become 
acquainted  with  Sanderson,  Chillingworth,  and  Dr  Hammond  : — 

"My  Lord, — If  I  should  undertake  to  enumerate  the  many  favours  and 
advantages  I  have  had  by  my  very  long  acquaintance  with  your  lordship,  I 
shoald  enter  upon  an  employment  that  might  prove  as  tedious  as  the  col- 
lecting of  the  materials  for  this  poor  monument,  which  I  have  erected,  and 
do  dedicate  to  the  memory  of  your  beloved  friend  Dr  Sanderson.  But 
though  I  will  not  venture  to  do  that ;  yet  I  do  remember  with  pleasure, 
and  remonstrate  with  gratitude,  that  your  lordship  made  me  known  to  him, 
Mr  Chilliogwortb,  and  Dr  Hammond,  men  whose  merits  ought  never  to 
be  forgotten.  My  friendship  with  the  first  was  begun  almost  forty  years 
past,  when  I  was  as  far  from  a  thought,  as  a  desire  to  outlive  him ;  and 
farther  from  an  intention  to  write  his  life  :  but  the  wise  Disposer  of  all  men's 
lives  and  actions  hath  prolonged  the  first,  and  now  permitted  the  last ; 
which  is  here  dedicated  to  your  lordship  (and  as  it  ought  to  be)  with  all 
humility,  and  a  desire  that  it  may  remain  as  a  public  testimony  of  my 
gratitude. — My  Lord,  your  most  afiectionate  old  Friend,  and  most 
humble  Servant,  Izaak  Walton." 

In  the  preface  Walton  says  :  "  I  confess  "  the  Life  of  Dr  Sander- 
son "  was  worthy  the  employment  of  some  person  of  more  learning 
and  greater  abilities  than  I  can  pretend  to ;  and  I  have  not  a  little 
wondered  that  none  have  yet  been  so  grateful  to  him  and  posterity 
as  to  undertake  it :  for  as  it  may  be  noted,  that  our  Saviour  had  a 
care,  that  for  Mary  Magdalen's  kindness  to  him,  her  name  should 
never  be  forgotten  :  so  I  conceive  the  great  satisfaction  many 
scholars  have  already  had,  and  the  unborn  world  is  like  to  have 
by  his  exact,  clear,  and  useful  learning ;  and  might  have  by  a  true 
narrative  of  his  matchless  meekness,  his  calm  fortitude,  and  the 
innocence  of  his  whole  life  :  doth  justly  challenge  the  like  from  this 
present  age ;  that  posterity  may  not  be  ignorant  of  them  :  and  it 
is  to  me  a  wonder,  that  it  has  been  already  fifteen  years  neglected. 
But,  in  saying  this,  my  meaning  is  not  to  upbraid  others  (I  am  far 
from  that)  but  excuse  myself,  or  beg  pardon  for  daring  to  attempt 
it  This  being  premised,  I  desire  to  tell  the  reader  that  in  this 
relation  I  have  been  so  bold,  as  to  paraphrase  and  say  what  I 
think  he  (whom  I  had  the  happiness  to  know  well)  would  have 
said  upon  the  same  occasions  ;  and  if  I  have  been  too  bold  in  doing 
so,  and  cannot  now  beg  pardon  of  him  that  loved  me,  yet  I  do  of 
my  reader,  from  whom  I  desire  the  same  favour.  And  though  my 
age  might  have  procured  me  a  writ  of  ease,  and  that  secured  me 
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from  all  further  trouble  in  this  kind ;  yet  I  met  with  such  per- 
suasions to  undertake  it,  and  so  many  willing  informers  since,  and 
from  them  and  others,  such  helps  and  encouragements  to  proceed, 
that  when  I  found  myself  faint,  and  weary  of  the  burthen  vath 
which  I  had  loaden  myself,  and  sometime  ready  to  lay  it  down  ; 
yet  time  and  new  strength  hath  at  last  brought  it  to  be  what  it 
now  is,  and  here  presented  to  the  reader. 

"  And  lastly,  the  trouble  being  now  past,  I  look  back  and  am 
glad  that  I  have  collected  these  memoirs  of  this  humble  man, 
which  lay  scattered,  and  contracted  them  into  a  narrower  compass ; 
and,  if  I  have,  by  the  pleasant  toil  of  doing  so,  either  pleased  or 
profited  any  man,  I  have  attained  what  I  designed  when  I  first 
undertook  it :  but  I  seriously  wish,  both  for  the  reader's,  and  Dr 
Sanderson's  sake,  that  posterity  had  known  his  great  learning 
and  virtue  by  a  better  pen  ;  by  such  a  pen,  as  could  have  made 
his  hfe  as  immortal  as  his  learning  and  merits  ought  to  be." 

Having  stated  that  Sanderson  had,  during  a  period  of  distress, 
received  a  sum  of  money  from  the  learned  Boyle  through  the 
hands  of  Dr  Barlow,  then  Bishop  of  Lincoln,  Walton  solicited 
that  prelate  to  relate  the  circumstance,  and  to  give  him  any  other 
information  in  his  power  respecting  Sanderson,  with  which  request 
he  complied,  in  a  letter  to  Walton,  dated  on  the  loth  of  May 
1678,  which  is  annexed  to  the  memoir.  Bishop  Barlow,  who 
addressed  him  as  "  My  worthy  friend  Mr  Walton/'  expressed  his 
satisfaction  that  he  had  undertaken  to  write  Sanderson's  life, 
«  because,"  he  said,  "  I  know  your  ability  to  know,  and  integrity 
to  write  truth,"  and  he  subscribed  himself,  "your  affectionate 
friend." 

When  writing  the  account  of  Bishop  Sanderson's  death,  Walton 
seems  to  have  been  very  deeply  impressed  with  the  close  approach 
of  his  own ;  and  he  concluded  the  memoir  with  this  allusion  to 
that  event :  "  Thus  this  pattern  of  meekness  and  primitive  inno- 
cence changed  this  for  a  better  life.  'Tis  now  too  late  to  wish 
that  my  life  may  be  like  his  ;  for  I  am  in  the  eighty-fifth  year  of 
my  age ;  but  I  humbly  beseech  Almighty  God  that  my  death 
may ;  and  do  as  earnestly  beg  of  every  reader  to  say  Amen, 
*  Blessed  is. the  man  in  whose  spirit  there  is  no  guile.'  Ps.  xxxil 
2." 

When  the  Life  of  Sanderson  was  reprinted  and  prefixed  to  the 
Bishop's  Sermons, '^  Walton  made  those  corrections  which  in  the 

7  On  that  occasion  the  above  passage  was  slightly  altered,  as  it  there  stands . — 
"Thtu  this  pattern  of  meekness  and  primitive  innocence  changed  this  for  %  better 
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postscript  to  the  first  edition  he  says  he  then  wished  to  have  done, 
but  was  prevented  by  the  manuscript  being  hastened  from  him. 
To  the  edition  of  Sanderson's  Life  which  was  printed  in  1678; 
Walton  added  a  letter  which  he  had  received  from  Dr  Pierce, 
dated  at  North  Tidworth,  5th  March  1678,  in  which  he  addressed 
him  as  "  Good  Mr  Walton,"  on  the  subject  of  Sanderson's  corre- 
spondence, and  referred  him  to  some  materials  for  his  life  of  that 
prelate. 

A  copy  of  Bishop  Sanderson's  Sermons  which  belonged  to 
Walton  is  preserved,  and  was  probably  the  one  which  is  mentioned 
in  his  will  In  the  title-page  its  original  owner  has  written 
"Izaak  Walton,  June  25°,  1658,  price  15*."  Numerous  passages 
of  the  celebrated  preface  to  the  "  Fourteen  Sermons  "  are  marked 
by  him,  because  they  expressed  opinions  similar  to  his  own. 
Several  marginal  notes  occur,  containing  the  names  of  the  persons 
to  whom  Sanderson  alluded,  and  he  has  copied  at  length  all  the 
texts  which  are  referred  to.  At  the  end  of  the  preface  to  the 
"  Twenty  Sermons,"  Walton  has  written,  "  This  Preface  is  an 
humble  and  bold  challenge  to  the  dissenting  brethren  of  the  Clergy 
of  England  :  And  was  writ  by  that  humble  and  good  man  the 
author,  in  the  times  of  persecution  and  danger ;  "  and  in  his  Life 
of  Sanderson  he  alludes  to  it  in  very  similar  terms.  ^ 

About  the  year  1678,  Walton  determined  on  publishing  a  poem 
entitled  "  Thealma  and  Qearchus,"  a  pastoral  history  "  in  smooth 
and  easy  verse,"  which  had  been  written  many  years  before  by 
John  Chalkhill,  Esq.,  '*an  acquaintant  and  friend  of  Edmund 
Spencer."  Walton's  preface  is  dated  on  the  7th  of  May  1678, 
though  the  first  edition  of  the  poem  which  has  been  discovered, 
was  not  printed  until  1 683.  The  reprint  of  Thealma  and  Qearchus 
in  1 820  exhibits  an  amusing  specimen  of  critical  sagacity,  as  it  is 
therein  gravely  asserted  that  "  Chalkhill  is  but  a  name  unappro- 
priated— a  verbal  phantom — a  shadow  of  a  shade,"  and  the  author- 
ship  of  the  poem  is  attributed  to  Walton  himself;*  whereas  an 

life  ^— 'tis  now  too  late  to  wish  that  mine  may  be  like  his :  for  I  am  in  the  eighty-fifth 
year  of  my  age ;  and  God  knows  it  bath  not :  but  I  most  humblv  beseech  Almighty 
God  that  my  death  may :  and  I  do  as  earnestly  be^,  that  if  any  reader  shall  receive  any 
■adsfaction  from  this  very  plain,  and  as  true  relation,  he  will  be  so  charitable  as  to  say 
Amem.  I.  W. 

"  Blessed  is  that  man  in  whose  spirit  there  is  no  guile.    Ps.  xxxiL  a.** 

^  Ed.  Zooch,  vol  ii.  p.  350. 

•  This  hyiMtheMs  has  been  adopted  in  the  Retrospective  Review  (vol.  iv.  p.  831),  iii 
Major's  edition  of  the  *'  Complete  Angler,"  and  was  even  exaggerated  in  a  long  note  to 
an  edition  of  Zouch's  Life  of  Walton,  published  by  Prowett  in  1823.  Its  fallacy  was 
&st  exposed  by  the  late  Archdeacon  Nares,  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine,  upon  the 
grcmndf  of  its  extreme  improbability,  and  that  such  a  deception  was  utterlsr  inconsistent 
with  Walton's  character.    Mr  Nares   noticed  the   monumental  inscription  to   John 
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elaborate  pedigree,  which  has  been  recently  compiled,  proves  not 
only  the  existence  of  numerous  persons  of  that  name,  but  shows 
that  Thomas  Ken,  the  father  of  Mrs  Walton,  chose  his  second 
wife  from  the  Chalkhill  family.  This  connection  may  have  been 
the  cause  of  the  manuscript  of  the  poem  having  fallen  into  Walton's 
hands,  and  it  is  very  probable  that  he  knew  the  author,  as  he  has 
described  him  with  some  care,  and  introduced  two  of  his  songs  into 
the  "Complete  Angler.*'  There  is,  however,  much  difficulty  in 
deciding  which  of  the  John  or  Jon  Chalkhills  mentioned  in  the 
pedigree  was  the  poet  He  may  have  been  the  father  of  Mrs  Ken, 
or  more  probably  was  the  John  Chalkhill,  a  M.A.,  whose  filiation 
has  not  been  ascertained,  but  who  was  for  forty-six  years  fellow  of 
Winchester  College,  and  died  on  the  20th  of  May  1679,  at  ^^^  ^^ 
of  eighty.  1  The  following  is  Walton's  preface  to  Thealma  and 
Qearchus  : — 

"The  reader  will  find  in  this  book  what  the  title  declares,  a  Pastoral 
History  in  smooth  and  easy  verse ;  and  will  in  it  find  many  hopes  and 
fears  6nely  painted  and  feelingly  expressed.  And  he  will  find  the  first  so 
often  disappointed,  when  fullest  of  desire  and  expectation  ;  and  the  latter 
so  often,  so  strangely,  and  so  unexpectedly  relieved  by  an  unforeseen  Provi- 
dence, as  may  beget  in  him  wonder  and  amazement.  And  the  reader  will 
here  also  meet  with  passions  heightened  by  easy  and  fit  descriptions  of  joy 
and  sorrow ;  and  find  also  such  various  events  and  rewards  of  innocent 
truth  and  undissembled  honesty,  as  is  like  to  leave  in  him  (if  he  be  a  good- 
natured  reader)  more  sjrmpathising  and  virtuous  impressions,  than  ten 
times  so  much  time  spent  in  impertinent,  critical,  and  needless  disputes 
about  religion  :  and  I  heartily  wish  it  may  do  so. 

*•  And  I  have  also  this  truth  to  say  of  the  author,  that  he  was  in  his 

Chalkhill,  the  fellow  of  Winchester  College,  mentioned  above,  bat  he  was  not  aware  of 
the  connection  between  the  fsunilies  of  Chalkhill  and  Ken.  Of  that  peraon  Mr  Nares 
observed : — 

"  In  the  south  cloister  of  Winchester  Cathedral  is,  or  was  very  lately,  a  monnment  to 
a  John  Chalkhill  of  that  very  period,  a  fellow  of  Winchester  College,  whose  character, 
as  given  in  the  inscription,  singulariy  accords  with  part  of  that  given  by  Walton. 

H.  S.  E. 

Joan.  Chalkhill,  A.M.  huius  CoUli  Annos  ^6  Sodas,  Vir,  quoad  vixit,  SoHtudine  et 
Silentio,  Temperantia  et  Castitate,  Orationibus  et  Eleeraosynis,  Contemplatione  et 
Sanctimonia,  Ascetis  vel  primitivis  i^ur :  qui  cum  a  Parvulo  in  Regnum  Coelorum  Viam 
fecit,  Octogenarius  rapuit,  ao  die  Maij,  1679. 

*'  Now  as  Walton  died  at  Winchester  in  the  prebendal  house  of  his  son^-law  Dr 
Hawkins  which  probably  he  had  always  been  accustomed  to  visit,  so  attached  was  he 
to  his  daughter  and  her  husband,  he  doubtless  personally  knew  auid  much  esteemed  this 
Mr  Chalkhill ;  and  knew  of  him  all  that  he  expressed  in  his  eulogy. 

*'  The  only  objection  that  I  perceive,  arises  from  the  date  (1678)  subjoined  to  Walt(m*s 
preface :  that  being^  the  year  previous  to  the  death  of  Chalkhill,  according  to  the  monu- 
ment. The  probability  is  that  this  date  has  no  reference  to  the  preface,  iiTiich  was  most 
likely  to  be  written  near  the  time  of  the  publication  in  1683.  It  might,  therefore,  only 
mark  the  time  when  the  poem  was  i)ut  into  Walton's  hands  oy  its  author,  beins  exactly 
a  year  before  his  death.  Be  this  as  it  may,  I  think  we  have  here  a  memorial  of  the  real 
John  Chalkhill."    Vide  Gentleman's  Magazine,  vol.  xdii.  Part  II.  p.  4x9. 

>Ibid. 
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time  a  man  generally  known«  and  as  well  beloved ;  for  he  was  humble  and 
obliging  in  his  behaviour,  a  gentleman,  a  scholar,  very  innocent,  and 
prudent :  and  indeed  his  whole  life  was  useful,  quiet,  and  virtuous.  God 
send  the  story  may  meet  with,  or  make,  all  readers  like  him. 

May^ieya" 

But  the  most  interesting  part  of  the  volume  are  the  verses  which 
the  poet  Flatman  addressed  "to  his  worthy  friend,  Mr  Isaac 
Walton,  on  the  publication  of  this  poem,"  because  they  describe 
the  venerable  Walton  in  the  happiest  manner,  and  are  beyond 
comparison  the  most  elegant  compliment  ever  paid  to  his 
virtues: — 

"  Long  had  the  bright  Thealma  lain  obscure : 
Her  beauteous  charms,  that  might  the  world  allure. 
Lay,  like  rough  diamonds  in  the  mine,  unknown. 
By  all  the  sons  of  folly  trampled  on, 
Till  your  kind  hand  unvcil'd  her  lovely  face. 
And  gave  her  vigour  to  tttxX  her  rays. 
Happy  old  man  1  whose  worth  all  mankind  knows, 
Except  himself;  *  who  charitably  shows 
The  ready  road  to  virtue  and  to  praise. 
The  road^  to  many  long  and  happy  dajrs. 
The  noble  art  of  generous  piety. 
And  how  to  compass  true  ieliaty ;  * 
Hence  did  he  learn  the  art  ^  of  living  well ; 
The  bright  Thealma  was  his  oracle  : 
Inspired  by  her,  he  knows  no  anxious  carex 
Through  *  near  a  century  of  pleasant ^  years ; 
Easy  he  lives,  and  cheerful  ^  shall  he  die. 
Well  spoken  of  by  late  posterity.* 
As  long  as  Spenser's  noble  flames  shall  burn. 
And  deep  devotions  throng  about  ^  his  urn ; 
A^  long  as  Chalkhill's  venerable  name 
With  humble  emulation  shall  inflame 
Ages  to  come,  and  swell*  the  rolls  of  fame : 
Your  memory  shall  ever  be  secure, 
And  lon^  beyond  our  short-liv'd  praise  endure ; 
As  Phidias  in  Minerva's  shield  did  live, 
And  shar'd  that  immortality  he  alone  could  give. 

TMa  Flatman. 
Jvoe  s.  1683.* 

It  is  not  certain  whether  Walton  resided  entirely  with  Bishop 
Morley  after  1670,  or  divided  his  time  between  his  son  Izaak,  his 
daughter  Mrs  Hawkins,  and  the  Bishop  of  Winchester ;  but  he 
appears  to  have  spent  the  Christmas  of  1678  at  Famham  Castle, 
in  Surrey,  one  of  the  Bishop's  seats,  as  the  following  inscription  in 
a  copy  of  the  fifth  edition  of  the  "Complete  Angler,"  which  he  gave 
to  Mrs  Wallop,  was  dated  there  on  the  19th  of  December  in 
that  year : — 

'The  following  variations  occur  in  the  edition  of  Flatman's  Poems  and  Songs,  printed 
in  i^Mi    ThyielL  '  Way.  *  An  euthanasie. 

»SkiIL  sin.  7  Happy.  8 Easy. 

*  On  the  soft  botoa  of  eternity.  '  Shall  attend.         "  Posterity,  and  fill  the. 
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**  For  Mrs  Wallop, — I  think  I  did  some  years  past,  send  you  a  booke 
of  Angling:  This  is  printed  since,  and  I  think  better;  and,  because 
nothing  that  I  can  pretend  a  tytell  too,  can  b€  too  good  for  you :  pray 
accept  of  this  also,  from  me  that  am  really,  Madam,  yo'  most  affectionate 
friend ;  and  most  humble  servant,  IzAAK  Walton. 

Farnham  Castell,  Decern'-  190- 1678." 

The  lady  for  whom  Walton  thus  expressed  so  much  esteem, 
and  to  whom  he  bequeathed  a  ring,  was  Dorothy,  the  youngest 
daughter  and  one  of  the  co-heirs  of  John  £luet,  of  Holcomb  Regis, 
in  Devonshire,  Esq.,  and  widow  of  Henry  Wallop,  of  Farley,  in 
Hampshire,  Esq.,  whose  grandson,  John  Wallop,  was  created  Vis- 
count Lymington  and  Earl  of  Portsmouth.  She  died  on  the  ist 
of  December  1702,  aged  seventy- two ;  and  in  the  monumental 
inscription  to  her  memory  it  is  said  that,  "  To  both  which  ancient 
families,  by  her  extraordinary  prudence,  moderation,  piety,  and 
other  eminent  graces,  she  added  great  lustre,"  and  "  having  had  a 
considerable  share  in  those  troubles  and  difficulties  which  attend 
humanity,  after  a  life  of  the  wisest  conduct  with  relation  both  to 
temporal  and  spiritual  matters,  died  as  much  like  a  Christian  as 
she  lived  ;  and  into  the  hands  of  her  God,  to  whom  she  had  long 
paid  a  constant  devotion,  she  meekly  resigned  her  pious  humble 
soul."  » 

It  has  been  already  observed  that  two  letters  on  political  affairs, 
the  one  written  in  1678,  and  the  other  in  1^79,  have  been 
attributed  to  Walton.  But  as  the  fact  of  their  having  been  written 
by  him  is  not  fully  established,  it  is  desirable  to  examine  the  ques- 
tion with  some  attention. 

In  January  1668  a  plan  was  proposed  by  Sir  Orlando 
Bridgeman,  then  Lord  Keeper,  for  the  compression  of  the  more 
moderate  of  the  Dissenters  from  the  Church,  and  allowing  certain 
indulgences  to  such  as  could  not  be  brought  within  the  compre- 
hension. A  bill  for  that  purpose  was  prepared  by  Sir  Matthew 
Hale,  but  on  being  brought  into  the  House  of  Conmions,  it 
resolved  not  to  adopt  any  measure  of  that  description.  The 
rejection  of  the  bill  gave  great  offence  to  the  Nonconformists; 
and  Walton  is  said  to  have  been  the  author  of  a  letter  dated  on 
the  1 8th  of  February  in  that  year,  which,  with  another  on  the  same 
subject  written  in  September  1679,  were  printed  in  1680  under 
the  title  of  "  Love  and  Truth,  in  two  modest  and  peaceable  letters 
concerning  the  distempers  of  the  present  times,  written  from  a 
quiet  and  comfortable  citizen  of  London  to  two  busy  and  factious 

*  Collins's  Peerage,  ed.  1779,  voL  ▼.  p.  194. 
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shopkeepers  in  Coventry."  These  letters  are  assigned  to  Walton 
upon  the  authority  of  the  following  memorandum  in  Archbishop 
Sancroft's  handwriting,  which  occurs  in  a  copy  of  the  tract  in  the 
library  of  Emanuel  College,  Cambridge.  "  Is.  Walton's  2  letters 
cone,  y*  Distemp's  ofy*  Times  1680;"  and  as  the  Archbishop 
was  living  and  filled  the  see  of  Canterbury  when  they  were  published, 
he  is  likely  to  have  known  who  was  the  author.  Dr  Zouch,  who 
reprinted  the  tract,  considers  that  the  internal  proofs  bring 
conviction  with  them,  and  that  "  the  work  is  so  like  his  temper  of 
mind,  and  his  other  vrritings,  that  all  readers  may  readily  conclude 
it  could  flow  only  from  his  pen." 

That  there  is  a  great  resemblance  to  the  style  of  Walton  in 
these  letters,  especially  in  the  conclusion  of  the  first,  and  in  the 
commencement  as  well  as  in  great  part  of  the  second  letter, 
and  that  they  express  the  opinions  which  he  entertained,  is  not 
denied ;  but  there  are  some  circumstances  which  render  it 
very  unlikely  that  they  were  written  by  him.  There  is  a  fictitious 
plan  in  the  publication  which  is  inconsistent  with  Walton*s 
scrupulous  regard  for  veracity,  and  straightforward  adherence  to 
fact  The  editor  of  the  tract,  or,  as  he  calls  himself,  "  the  pub- 
lisher," appears  to  have  been  a  distinct  person  from  the  author  of 
the  letters  ;  but  if  any  part  of  the  work  was  written  by  Walton, 
the  address  from  the  publisher  to  the  stationer  may  be  attributed 
to  him,  because  it  bears  as  strong  a  resemblance  to  his  style  as 
the  letters  themselves.  In  that  address,  which  is  dated  on  the 
29th  of  May  1680,  the  writer  says : — 

"TO  MR  HENRY  BROME  IN  ST  PAUL'S  CHURCHYARD,  LONDON. 

"Sir, — I  here  send  you  two  letters  (the  first  writ  in  the  year  1667), 
both  writ  by  a  prudent  and  conformable  quiet  citizen  of  London,  to  two 
brothers,  that  now  are,  or  were  zealous,  and  busy  shopkeepers  in  Coventry ; 
to  which  place  I  came  ktely,  and  by  accident  met  with  a  grave  divine,  who 
commended  them  to  my  reading :  and  having  done  what  he  desired,  I 
thought  them  to  speak  so  much  real  truth,  and  clear  reason,  and  both  so 
lovingly  and  so  plainly,  that  I  thought  them  worth  my  transcribing ;  and 
now,  upon  second  thoughts,  think  tiiem  worth  printing,  in  order  to  the 
nnbeguiling  many  men  that  mean  well,  and  yet  have  been  too  busy  in 
meddSing,  and  decrying  things  they  understand  not.  Pray,  get  them  to  be 
read  by  some  person  of  honesty  and  judgment :  and  if  he  slSiU  think  as  I 
do,  then  let  them  be  printed  ;  for  I  hope  they  may  turn  somewhat  to  your 
own  profit,  but  much  more  to  the  benefit  of  any  reader  that  has  been  mis- 
taken, and  is  willing  to  be  unbeguiled. — God  keep  you.  Sir,  your  Friend, 

N.N.* 

May  29,  1680." 


*  T^jis  signature  has  been  attributed  to  johN  seldbN. 
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If  this  address  was  written  by  Walton,  it  would  seem  that  he 
was  only  the  edUar^  and  not  the  author  of  the  letters  ;  and   there 
is  no  other  difficulty  in  considering  this  to  be  the  case  than  the 
circumstance  of  the  tract  not  being  printed  by  his  friend  Marriott, 
who  was  then  living,  and  who  printed  all  his  other  works.      'With 
respect  to  the  authorship  of  the  letters,  it  is  to  be  observed  that 
they  are  both  signed  "  R.  W.,"  instead  of"  J.  W.,"  or  with  Walton's 
more  usual  abbreviation  of  his  names,  "  Ir.  Wa. ;  "  that  no  other 
instance  is  known  of  his  having  used  an  imaginary  signature  ;  and 
that   as  the  writer  was   personally   acquainted  with   the  parties 
addressed,  and  even  alludes  to  a  conversation  which  he  had  with 
one  of  them  the  evening  before  the  date  of  his  first  letter,  it  would 
be  absurd  to  suppose  that  he  would  affix  to  them  any  other  initials 
than  his  own.     On  the  other  hand,  it  may  be  contended  that  the 
two  shopkeepers  were  supposititious  persons  ;  or  that  before  the 
letters  were  sent  to  press,  the  incongruities  above  mentioned  were 
purposely  made  to    conceal  the  author.     These  hypotheses  are, 
however,  opposed  by  the  internal  evidence  which  the  letters  bear 
of  having  been  really  written  under  the  circumstances  described  ; 
by  the  fact  that  even   the  most  trifling   artifice  ^  or  simulation 
was  repugnant  to  Walton's  disposition ;  and  that  no  reasonable 
cause  can  be  assigned  for  his  wishing  to  conceal  that  these  letters 
proceeded  from  his  pen,  if  he  was  the  author  of  them.     He  was 
then  nearly  eighty-seven  years  of  age,  and  must  have  been  too 
indifferent  to  the  world's  praise  or  censure  to  have  had  recourse, 
for  the  first  time  in  his  life,  to  anything  which  bore  the  appearance 
of  deception.     Against  these  reasons  for  disbelieving  that  Walton 
wrote  the  letters,  there  is  nothing  except  a  similarity  of  style,  and 
the   memorandum  of  Archbishop  Bancroft ;    but   the   former  is 
always  uncertain  evidence ;  and  the  latter  may  be  explained  by 
Walton's  having   merely  caused   them  to  be  printed,  or  by  a 
rumour  respecting  the  authorship  which  might  be  unfounded. 

The  question  has,  however,  been  sufficiently  discussed ;  and  it 
is  only  necessary  to  add,  that  if  Walton  was  the  author  of  these 
letters,  and  they  were  actually  written  under  the  circumstances 
mentioned  in  them,  it  would  appear  that  he  was  at  Coventry  in 
February  1668  ;  that  the  two  factious  shopkeepers  were  brothers, 
and  his  cousins;  that  the  one  to  whom  the  first  letter  was 
addressed  died  before  the  second  was  written  ;  and  that  they  and 

*  Archdeacon  Nares  well  observed,  in  reference  to  the  authorshii>  of  "Thealm*  and 
Clearchus,"  ^  *'  Let  him  not  be  made  answerable  for  what  he  did  not  write,  and  for  artifices 
of  fiction  which  he  would  surely  have  considered  as  nothing  less  than  dishonest.** — Gentle- 
man's Magazine,  vol.  xdii.  part  ii.  p.  4x9. 


Digitized 


by  Google 


jfT.  86.]  LIFE  OF  IZAAK  WALTON.  xcix 

he  were  related  to  a  ''  Mrs  B."  whose  uncle  and  father  were  active 
Presbyterians. 

In  1 68 1  Walton  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  his  son,  who 
was  then  chaplain  to  Dr  Seth  Ward,  Bishop  of  Salisbury,  provided 
for  by  presentation  to  the  living  of  Polshot  in  Wiltshire  ;  and  as 
his  only  daughter  had  long  been  happily  married,  the  evening  of 
his  days  was  undisturbed  by  painful  cares  for  his  family. 

Though  extreme  old  age  and  the  solemn  reflections  which 
ought  to  attend  it,  may  have  alienated  Walton  from  his  literary 
pursuits,  he  had  not,  even  when  verging  on  his  ninetieth  year, 
altogether  abandoned  them.  Nor  had  bodily  infirmities  prevented 
him  from  travelling;  for  it  appears  that  he  was  at  Famham 
Castie  on  the  26th  of  May  1683,  from  which  place  he  wrote  to 
Anthony  Wood  in  reply  to  an  inquiry  respecting  the  death  of 
Doctor  Aylmer.*  He  soon  afterwards  returned  to  Winchester; 
and  it  seems  that  he  never  again  left  that  city. 

On  the  9th  of  August  following  Walton  completed  his  nine- 
tieth year,  on  which  day  he  commenced  his  will ;  and  as  it  is  a 
record  of  his  religious  sentiments,  and  contains  the  last  testimony 
of  his  affection  for  his  family,  and  esteem  for  his  ntmierous  friends, 
that  document  is  far  from  being  the  least  interesting  production  of 
hb  pen.  He  appears  to  have  been  seven  days  engaged  on  the 
subject ;  for  though  his  will  was  commenced  on  the  9th,  it  was 
not  finished  until  the  i6th  of  August ;  and  was  not  executed  until 
the  24th  of  October  following.  It  is  written  throughout  in  his 
own  hand,  with  several  erasures  ;  and  the  following  is,  as  nearly 
as  possible,  a  literal  copy  of  the  original  The  seal  attached  to  it 
is  the  one  which  was  given  to  him  by  Dr  Donne,  containing  the 
Sariour  extended  on  an  anchor  : — 

"August  the  90,  1683. 

"In  the  name  of  God  Amen.  I  Izaak  Walton  the  elder  of  Winchester, 
being  this  present  day  in  the  neintyeth  yeare  of  my  age  and  in  perfect 
memory  for  wich  praysed  be  God  :  but  Considering  how  sodainly  I  may 
he  deprived  of  boeth  doe  therfore  make  this  my  last  will  and  testament  as 
followcth.  And  first  I  doe  [declare]  my  beleife  to  be  that  their  is  onlv  one 
God  who  hath  made  the  whole  world  and  me  and  all  mankinde  to  whome 
I  shall  give  an  account  of  all  my  actions  which  are  not  to  be  justified,  but 
I  hope  pardoned  for  the  merits  of  my  saviour  Jesus. — And  because  [the 
profession  of]^  Cristianity  does  at  this  time,  seime  to  be  subdevided  into 
papist  and  protestant,  I  take  it  to  be  at  least  convenient  to  declare  my 
heleife  to  be  in  all  poynts  of  faith,  as  the  Church  of  England  now  pro- 

•  Athen.  Oxon.  by  Bliss,  iii.  957. 

7  The  words  withia  brackets  are  interlineations. 
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fesseth.     And  this  I  doe  the  rather,  because  of  a  very  long  and  Terj  trew 
friendship  with  some  of  the  Roman  Church. 

"  And  for  my  worldly  estate,  (which  I  have  nether  got  by  falshood  or 
flattery  or  the  extreme  crewclty  of  the  kw  of  this  nation,)  I  doe  hereby 

E've  and  bequeth  it  as  foUoweth. — First  I  give  my  son-in-law  Doc*  Haw- 
ns  and  to  his  Wife,  to  them  I  give  all  my  tytcU  and  right  of  or  in  a  part  of 
a  howse  and^hop  in  Pater-noster-rowe  in  London  :  which  I  hold  by  lease 
from  the  Lord  Bishop  of  London  for  about  6fty  years  to  come,  and  I  doe 
also  give  to  them  all  my  right  and  tytcU  of  or  to  a  howse  in  Chansery-lane, 
London  ;  where  in  Mrs  Greinwood  now  dwelleth,  in  which  is  now  about 
1 6  years  to  come.  I  give  these  two  leases  to  them,  they  saving  my  executor 
from  all  damage  concerning  the  same.  [pAnd  I  doe  also  give  to  my  saide 
dafter  all  my  books  this  day  at  Winchester  and  Droxford  :  and  what  ever 
ells  I  can  call  mine  their,  except  a  trunk  of  linen  w<=*»  I  give  my  son  Izaak 
Walton,  but  if  he  doe  not  marry,  or  use  the  saide  linen  himselfe,  then  I 
give  the  same  to  my  grand-doughter  Anne  Hawkins."]] 

*' And  I  give  to  my  son  Izaak,  all  my  right  and  t3rtell  to  a  lease  of 
Norington  farme,  which  I  hold  from  the  lord  Bp  of  Winton.  And  I  doe 
also  give  him  all  my  right  and  tytell  to  a  farme  or  land  nere  to  Staflbrd : 
which  I  bought  of  Mr  Walter  Noell  :  I  say,  I  give  it  to  him  and  [his] 
heares  for  ever,  but  upon  the  condition  following.  Namely — If  my  sone 
shall  not  marry  before  he  shall  be  of  the  age  of  forty  and  one  yeare  ;  or 
being  marryed  shall  dye  before  the  saide  age  and  leve  noe  son  to  inherit 
the  saide  farme  or  land :  or  if  his  son  [or  sonns]  shall  not  live  to  ataine  the 
age  of  twentie  and  one  yeare,  to  dispose  otherwayes  of  it,  then  I  give  the 
saide  farme  or  land  to  the  towne  or  corperation  of  Stafford  (in  which  I  was 
borne,)  for  the  good  and  benifit  of  some  of  the  saide  towne,  as  I  shall 
direct  and  as  foUoweth.  but  first  note,  that  it  is  at  this  present  time  rented 
for  21**  10*  a  yeare  (and  is  like  to  hold  the  said  rent,  if  care  be  taken  to 
keipe  the  barne  and  bowsing  in  rcpaire)  and  I  wood  have  and  doe  give  ten 
pownd  of  the  saide  rent,  to  binde  out  yedrely  two  boyes,  the  sons  of  honest 
and  pore  parents  to  be  apprentises  to  som  tradesmen  or  handy-craft-men, 
to  the  intent  the  saide  boyes  [may]  the  better  afterward  get  their  owne 
living. — And  I  doe  also  give  five  pownd  yearly,  out  of  the  said  rent'to  be 
given  to  some  meade-servant,  that  hath  attain'd  the  age  of  twenty  and 
[one]  yeare  (not  les),  and  dwelt  long  in  one  servis,  or  to  som  honest  pore 
man  s  daughter,  that  hath  attain'd  to  that  age,  to  [be]  paide  her,  at  or  on 
the  day  of  her  marriage— And  this  being  dohe,  my  will  is,  that  what  rent 
shall  remaine  of  the  saide  farme  or  land,  shall  be  disposed  of  as  folio weth. 

"  First  I  doe  give  twenty  shillings  yearely,  to  be  spent  by  the  maior  of 
Stafford  and  those  that  shall  colect  the  said  fent ;  and  dispose  of  it  as  I 
have  and  shall  hereafter  direct  And  ttiat  what  mony  or  rent  shall  remaine 
undisposed  offe  shall  be  imployed  to  buie  coles  for  some  pore  people,  that 
shall  most  neide  them  in  the  said  towne  ;  the  saide  coles  to  be  delivered 
the  last  weike  in  Janewary,  or  in  every  first  weike  in  Febrewary :  I  say 
then,  because  I  take  that  time  to  be  the  hardest  and  most  pinching  times 
with  pore  people.  And  God  reward  those  that  shall  doe  this  with  out  par- 
tialitie  and  with  honestie  and  a  good  contietice. 

"  And  if  the  saide  maior  and  others  of  the  saide  towne  of  Stafford,  shall 


B  This  passage  is  erased  in  the  original 
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prove  so  necligent  or  dishonest  as  not  to  imploy  the  rent  by  me  given  as 
iotended  and  exprest  in  this  my  will,  (which  God  forbid,)  then  I  give  the 
saide  rents  and  profits,  of  the  saide  farme  or  land,  to  the  towne  and  chiefe 
magestrats  or  govemers  of  Ecles-hall,  to  be  disposed  by  them  in  such 
maner  as  I  have  ordered  the  disposall  of  it,  by  the  towne  of  Stafford,  the 
said  Farme  or  land  being  nere  tne  towne  of  Ecles-halL 

**  And  I  give  to  my  son-in-law  Doctor  Hawkins  (whome  I  love  as  my  owne 
son)  and  to  my  dafter  his  wife,  and  my  son  Izaak  to  each  of  them  a  ring 
with  these  words  or  motto  ; — love  my  memory,  I.  W.  obiet  =  to  the  Lord 
Bp  of  Winton  a  ring  with  this  motto — a  mite  for  a  million  :  I.  \V.  obiet ='* 
And  to  the  freinds  hearafter  named  I  give  to  each  of  them  a  ring  with  this 
motto  A  friends  farewell.  I.  W.  obiet  "  =  And  my  will  is,  the  said  rings  be 
deliverd  within  fortie  dayes  after  my  deth.  and  that  the  price  or  valew  of 
all  the  saide  rings  shall  be  - 13*  4**  a  peice. 

"  I  give  to  Doctor  Hawkins  Docto'  Donns  Sermons ;  which  I  have  hear'd 
preach t,  and  read  with  much  content,  to  my  son  Izaak  I  give  Doc'  Sibbs 
his  Soules  Conflict^  and  to  my  doughter  his  Brewsed  Reide ;  desiring  them 
to  reade  them  so,  as  to  be  well  acquanted  with  them,  and  I  also  give  to 
her  all  mybookes  at  Winchester  and  Droxford,  and  what  ever  in  those  two 
places  are  or  I  can  call  mine  :  except  a  trunk  of  linen,  which  I  give  to  my 
son  Izaak,  but  if  he  doe  not  live  to  [marry,  or]  make  use  of  it,  then  I  give 
the  same  to  my  grand-dafter,  Anne  Hawkins:  And  I  give  my  dafter 
Ikx*  Halls  Works  which  be  now  at  Famham. 

"To  my  son  Izaak  I  give  all  my  books,  (not  yet  given)  at  Famham 
Castcll  and  a  deske  of  prints  and  pickters  ;  also  a  cabinet  nere  my  beds 
b«id,  in  w*^^  are  som  littell  things  that  he  will  valew,  tho  of  noe  greate 
worth. 

*•  And  my  will  and  d««yre  is,  that  he  will  be  kinde  to  his  Ante  Beacham 
and  his  ant  Rose  Ken  :  by  alovinng  the  first  about  fiftie  shilling  a  yeare  in 
or  for  bacon  and  cheise  (not  more),  and  paying  4"-  a  yeare  toward  the 
bordin  of  her  son's  dyut  to  Mr  John  Whitehead,  for  his  Ante  Ken,  I 
desyre  him  to  be  kinde  to  her  acording  to  her  necessitie  and  his  owne 
abilHtie.  and  I  comend  one  of  her  children  to  breide  up  (as  I  have  saide  I 
intend  to  doe)  if  he  shall  be  able  to  doe  it.  as  I  know  he  will ;  for,  they  be 
good  Iblke. 

"I  give  to  Mr  John  Darbishire  the  Sermons  of  Mr  Antony  Faringdon,  or 
of  do'  Sanderson,  which  my  executor  thinks  fit.  to  my  servant,  Thomas 
Edghill  I  give  five  pownd  in  mony,  and  all  my  clothes  linen  and  wollen 
(except  one  sute  of  clothes,  which  I  give  to  Mr  Holinshed,  and  forty 
shiling)  if  the  saide  Thomas  be  my  servant  at  my  deth,  if  not  my  cloths 
only. 

"And  I  give  my  old  friend  Mr  Richard  Mairiot  ten  pownd  in  mony,  to 
be  paid  him  within  .3.  months  after  my  deth.  and  I  desyre  my  son  to  shew 
kindenes  to  him  if  he  shall  neide,  and  my  son  can  spare  it 

**  And  I  doe  hereby  will  and  declare  my  son  Izaak  to  be  my  sole  executo'  of 
this  my  last  will  and  testament ;  and  Do'  Hawkins,  to  see  that  he  performs 
it,  which  I  doubt  not  but  he  will. 

"I  desyre  my  buriall  may  be  nere  the  place  of  my  deth  ;  and  free  from 
any  ostentation  or  charg,  but  privately  :  this  I  make  to  be  my  last  will,  (to 
which  I  shall  only  add  the  codicell  for  rings,)  this  16.  day  of  August 
1683. 

"  Witnes  to  this  will.  Izaak  Walton. 
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"  The  rings  I  give  are  as  on 
To  my  brother  Jon  Ken. 
to  my  sister  his  wife, 
to  my  brother  Doc'  Ken. 
to  my  sister  Pye. 
to  Mr  Francis  Morley. 
to  S'  George  Vernon, 
to  his  wife, 
to  his  3  dafters. 
to  M"  Nelson, 
to  Mr  Rich.  Walton, 
to  Mr  Pahner. 
to  Mr  Taylor, 
to  Mr  Tho.  Garrard, 
to  the  Lord  Bp  of  Sarum. 
to  Mr  Rede  his  servant 
to  my  Coz.  Dorothy  Kenrick. 
to  my  Coz.  Lewin. 
to  Mr  Walter  Higgs, 
to  Mr  Cha.  Cotton, 
to  Mr  Rich.  Marryot 


the  other  side. 

to  my  brother  Beacham. 

to  my  sister  his  wife. 

to  the  lady  Anne  How. 

to  Mrs  King  Do'  Philips  wife. 

to  Mr  Valantine  Harecourt. 

to  Mrs  Elyza  Johnson. 

to  Mrs  Mary  Rogers. 

to  Mrs  Elyza  Mil  ward. 

to  Mrs  Doro.  Wallop. 

to  Mr  Will.  Milward,  of  Christ- 

church,  Oxford, 
to  Mr  John  Darbeshire. 
to  Mrs  Vuedvill. 
to  Mrs  Rock, 
to  Mr  Peter  White, 
to  Mr  John  Lloyde. 
to  my  cozen  Greinsells  widow. 

16  Mrs  Dalbin  most  not  be  for- 
gotten. 


"  Note  that  severall  lines  are  blotted  out  of  this" 
will  for  they  were  twice  repeted  :  And,  that  this 
will  is  now  signed  and  sealed,  this  twenty  and 
fourth  day  of  October  16S3  in  the  presence  of 


IZAAK  Walton. 
Witnes,  Abra:  Markland. 
Jos:  Taylor, 
Thomas  Crawley. 

**  Probatum  apud  London  &c.  Coram  veSli  et  egrcgio  viro  d*no  Thoroa 
Exton  Milite  Legum  D'core  surro  &c  quarto  die  mensis  Februarii  Anno 
D*ni  (stylo  Angliae)  1683  juramento  Isaaci  Walton  jun'^  filii  d'd  defti  et 
Extons  &C  cui  &c  de  bene  &c.    Juraf," 

His  will  was  thus  endorsed  by  himself : — 
"  Izaak  Walton's  last  will  octo'  1683." — 

Walton's  will  was  proved  by  his  son  on  the  4th  of  February 
1683-4;  and  it  contains  so  many  statements  illustrative  of  his 
character  and  situation,  that  some  remarks  upon  it  will  not  be 
considered  misplaced.  His  profession  of  faith  was  strictly  in 
accordance  with  the  principles  which  he  expressed  in  his  writings; 
but  the  motive  which  made  him  give  so  particular  an  account  of 
his  belief,  justifies  the  idea  that  the  tolerant  spirit  which  he  mani- 
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fested  towards  all  who  differed  from  him  in  religion,  and  the 
amicable  terms  on  which  he  lived  with  some  Roman  CathoUcs, 
had  exposed  him  to  the  suspicion  that  he  was  himself  a  member 
of  the  Church  of  Rome.  His  property  was  not,  he  observes,  got 
by  •*  falsehood  or  flattery,  or  the  extreme  cruelty  of  the  law  of  this 
nation,"  an  allusion  which  is  not  easily  explained ;  for  the 
suggestion  that  it  referred  to  the  maxim  of  law,  '^Summum  jus  est, 
samma  injuria,"  does  not  appear  to  be  correct ;  and  it  is  more 
probable  that  he  referred  to  the  manner  in  which  estates  were 
acquired  during  the  Conunonwealth,  and  to  the  legal  obstacles 
which  prevented  the  original  owners  from  recovering  them.  The 
shop  in  Paternoster  Row  has  been  before  noticed ;  and  the  house 
in  Chancery  Lane  was  doubtless  that  in  which  he  had  himself 
lived.  He  held  a  lease  under  his  friend  Bishop  Morley ;  and  as 
his  £arm  near  Eccleshall,  not  far  from  Stafford,  was  not  inherited 
from  his  ancestors,  but  was  purchased  by  himself  of  a  Mr  Walter 
Noell,  it  seems  that  he  had  little  or  no  patrimony.  The  chari- 
table  purpose  for  which  he  destined  that  property,  in  the  event 
of  his  son  not  leaving  male  issue  who  survived  their  minority, 
shows  his  regard  for  the  place  of  his  nativity,  to  which  he  had 
already  been  a  benefactor  by  a  gift  of  a  small  garden  (the  rent  of 
which  was  expended  in  coals  for  the  poor  about  Christmas),  by 
contributing  a  sum  towards  the  erection  of  the  wall  of  the  church- 
yard of  St  Chads,  in  that  town,  and  by  apprenticing  nine  poor 
boys,  and  presenting  each  of  them  with  five  pounds.*  The  selec- 
tion of  objects  for  his  bounty  was  extremely  judicious.  It  may 
be  that  he  had  himself  experienced  in  childhood  the  benefit  of  a 
fostering  hand  to  enable  a  boy  to  provide  for  his  future  subsistence, 
whilst  his  knowledge  of  the  condition  of  the  lower  orders  taught 
him  the  advantages  of  encouraging  the  long  residence  of  female 
servants  with  the  same  mistress.  Such  have  been  the  abuses  ot 
charitable  bequests  that  the  striking  admonition  in  Walton's  will 
might,  with  advantage,  be  added  to  all  local  records  of  similar 
foundadons,  and  be  read  aloud  previous  to  the  annual  distribu- 
tion :  ^'  God  reward  those  that  shall  do  this  without  partiality, 
and  with  honesty,  and  a  good  conscience."  That  Walton  did 
not  consider  such  an  admonition  unnecessary  is  evident  from  his 
ordering,  that  in  case  the  Mayor  of  Stafford  proved  so  negligent 
or  dishonest  as  not  to  fulfil  his  intentions,  the  charity  should  be 
intrusted  to  the  Magistrates  of  Eccleshall  He  paid  a  gratifying 
tribate  to  the  worth  of  his  son-in-law,  Dr  Hawkins,  the  husband 

•  Vide  postosL 
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of  his  only  surviving  daughter  Anne,  by  saying  that  he  "  loved 
him  as  his  own  son."  The  rings  which  he  ordered  to  be  given  to 
his  friends  bore  an  appropriate  motto.  Through  these  silent  but 
eloquent  relics  he  bid  his  family,  as  it  were  ^om  the  tomb,  to 
"  love  his  memory,"  whilst  his  gratitude  to  Bishop  Morley  was 
quaintly  but  feelingly  expressed  by  the  legend,  "a  mite  for  a 
miUion."  The  rings  of  his  other  ^ends  who  were  thus  remem- 
bered, bore  no  other  motto  than  the  simple  one,  that  they  were 
"  a  Friend's  farewell"  His  regard  for  the  spiritual  welfare  of  his 
children  was  evinced  by  his  selecting  for  them  the  books  from 
which  he  had  himself  derived  the  most  religious  knowledge  and 
consolation.  It  appears  that  he  had  a  house  or  rooms  at  Droxford 
in  Hampshire,  as  well  as  apartments  in  the  episcopal  residences 
at  Winchester  and  Famham  Castle ;  that  his  books  and  other 
property  were  divided  among  those  places  ;  and  that  he  was  a 
collector  of  prints  and  pictures.  His  affection  for  his  second 
wife's  family  is  shown  by  the  request  that  his  son  would  be  kind 
to  his  aunts  £eacham  and  Rose  Ken,  that  he  would  contribute  to 
the  support  of  a  son  of  the  former,  and  that  he  would  bring  up  a 
son  of  the  latter,  as  he  himself  intended  to  have  done,  adding  his 
conviction  that  he  would  do  so  if  he  were  able,  because  "  they  be 
good  folk."  The  bequest  to  his  old  friend  and  publisher,  Richard 
Marriott,  of  ten  pounds  and  a  ring,  and  his  injunction  to  his  son 
to  "show  kindness"  to  him,  if  he  happened  to  require  it,  is  a 
pleasing  proof  of  the  good  understanding  which  existed  between 
them  for  nearly  half  a  century.  His  desire  to  be  buried  **  near 
the  place  of  his  death,  free  from  any  ostentation  or  charge,  but 
privately,"  was  consistent  with  the  simplicity  of  his  character. 
Among  the  three  witnesses  to  his  will  was  the  Reverend  Doctor 
Abraham  Markland,  a  prebend  of  Winchester,^  who  was  probably 
one  of  his  friends  ;  but  nothing  more  is  known  of  the  other  wit- 
nesses  than  their  names.  Some  of  the  parties  mentioned  in  Wal- 
ton's will  have  been  already  described ;  and  his  descendants  and 
immediate  relatives,  the  Kens  and  Beachams,  will  be  particularly 
alluded  to ;  but  it  is  desirable  to  state,  as  far  as  has  been 
ascertained,  who  were  the  other  persons  to  whom  he  bequeathed 
tokens  of  his  regard. 

Mr  Francis  Morley  was  a  nephew  of  Bishop  Morley.     Sir 
George  Vernon  was  a  younger  branch  of  the  ancient  and  dis- 

1  Dr  Abraham  Markland,  fellow  of  St  John's  CoIIpge,  Oxford :  he  was  also  a  pre- 
b-ndnry  of  Winchester  and  master  of  the  Hospital  of  St  Cross.— Trollope's  History  of 
Christ's  Hospital,  p.  a4a« 
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tinguished  family  of  that  name.  He  lived  at  Famliam,  in  Surrey ; 
was  knighted  on  the  6th  of  November  1681  ;'  and  died  in 
November  1692.  Of  his  three  daughters  mentioned  by  Walton, 
Elizabeth  died  in  August  1699,  aged  thirty-three;  and  Katherine 
in  December  1725,  both  unmarried.^ 

Lady  Anne  Howe  was  the  sister  of  Henry  King,  late  Bishop  of 
Chichester.  Mrs  King  is  presumed  to  have  been  the  daughter  of 
Sir  Richard  Hobart,  and  widow  of  Dr  Philip  King,  the  brother 
of  the  Bishop  of  Chichester.*  Mr  William  Milward,  of  Christ 
Church,  Oxford,  and  Mrs  Eliza  Milward,  were  most  likely  distantly 
related  to  Walton,*  in  the  way  before  alluded  to.  His  cousin 
Dorothy  Kenrick  was  the  daughter  of  Edward  Kenrick,  by  Susan, 
sister  and  co-heiress  of  Sir  William  Cranmer.*  Mr  Garrard 
seems  to  have  been  allied  to  the  family  of  Walton's  son-in-law,  Dr 
Hawkins.^  Mrs  Nelson  is  supposed  to  have  been  of  the  family 
of  the  Reverend  Henry  Nelson,  rector  of  Haugham,  in  Lincoln- 
shire, "a  man  of  noted  worth  and  learning,"  whose  daughter 
Anne  married  Bishop  Sanderson.^  The  Lord  Bishop  of  Sarum 
was  Doctor  Seth  Ward,  who  was  one  of  Walton's  particular 
friends,  and  to  whom  his  son  was  then  chaplain ;  and  they  had 

'  Harfeian  MS-  sSoi,  f.  153. 

*  Manning  and  Bray's  History  of  Surrey,  vol.  iii.  p.  159.  Walton  was  connected  with 
other  branches  of  the  house  of  Vernoo,  through  his  wife  Anne  Ken,  in  the  manner 
pointed  out  in  the  annexed  table  : — 

ssiThonias  Ken.s      ,     ,     .-   » 

(istwife.)  I      ob.  1651.      I       (2nd  wife.)  . 


Anne  KenalsAAK  Walton.    Jon  KenaRose  Vernon,        Sir  Thomas  Vemon,a 
oh  i66x  I  living  J707.  of  Culeman  Street,  " 

London. 


Dorothy,  daughterBGeorge  Vernon,  ofsKatharine  Vernon,  oh.  1710. 


of  Earl  Ferrers, 
(aud  wife.) 


Stulbury,  E^.      |  (3rd  wife.) 

ob.  170a. 


(?eoTge  VcmonssDoroihy  Vernon    Anna.     Katherine.      Maud.    Henry  Vernon,  a  quo 
ob.  s.  p.  the    pre!>ent    Lord 

Vernon. 

*  Fasti  Oxoniensis,  vol.  ii.  p.  £9.  Vide  also  vol.  i.  pp.  361,  380 ;  and  Athenae,  vol.  i. 
p-  761 ;  iL  294,  ^35 ;  iii.  841 ;  iv.  105. 

^  The  connection  between  the  families  of  Walton  and  Milward  is  stated  in  note  K. 
See  also  the  pedigree  of  Walton. 

*  Harleian  MS.  5801,  and  MS.  in  the  College  of  Arms,  K.  9,  f.  335. 

'^An  Edward  Garrard  was  buried  in  Salisbury  Cathedral,  in  March  x7t»-j3.  His 
daughter  Elizabeth,  who  was  the  wife  of  George  Hawkins  died  in  1703.  Vide  Prxe's 
BeKription  of  Salisbury  Othedral,  4to,  1774.  A  Thomas  Garrard,  who  died  on  the 
U^  December  1697,  was  buried  near  his  father,  the  Reverend  C^rge  Garrard,  in 
Winchester  (Cathedral  See  Gale's  History  and  Antiquities  of  the  Cathedral  CHiurch  of 
Winchester,  8vo,  17x5,  p.  70. 

^  Walton's  Lives,  ed.  Zouch,  ii.  183. 
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perhaps  received  civilities  from  Mr  Rede,  "  the  bishop's  servant," 
or  probably  agent  or  land  steward.  Mrs  Eliza  Johnson  is  men- 
tioned in  the  will  of  Walton's  son,  in  17 14,  as  "formerly  of 
Worcester,"  where  she  may  have  resided  in  1662,  when  Mrs 
Walton  died  in  that  city ;  and  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  conjec- 
ture that  her  kindness  to  the  Waltons  on  that  occasion  caused 
her  to  be  thus  remembered.  Mr  Valentine  Harcourt  was  doubt- 
less a  younger  son  of  Humphrey  Harcourt,  who  in  the  year  161 4 
was  the  son  and  heir-apparent  of  John  Harcourt,  of  Ranton  Hall, 
in  Staflfordshire.®  Mr  Richard  Walton,  Mr  Palmer,  Mr  Taylor, 
who  was  perhaps  one  of  the  witnesses  to  his  will,  "  his  cousin 
Lewin,"  ^  Mr  Walter  Higgs,^  Mr  John  Darbyshire,  Mr  Holing^hed, 
Mrs  Mary  Rogers,  Mrs  Vuedvill,  Mrs  Rock,  Mr  Peter  White, 
Mr  John  Lloyde,  his  cousin  Greinsell's  widow,  and  Mrs  Dalbin, 
have  not  been  identified. 

The  execution  of  Walton's  will  on  the  24th  of  October  1683, 
was  one  of  the  latest  acts  of  his  life  respecting  his  temporal 
affairs ;  and  the  completion  of  that  instrument  may  have  been 
hastened  by  symptoms  of  decay,  warning  him  that  the  unusual 
period  to  which  his  existence  had  been  prolonged,  was  not 
likely  to  be  extended.  Of  his  last  hours  nothing  is  known. 
Few  men  were  so  well  prepared  for  the  awful  change,  and  had  so 
little  cause  to  view  it  with  apprehension.  His  death  took  place 
in  the  house  of  his  son-in-law,  Dr  Hawkins,  at  Winchester,  on 
the  15th  of  December  1683,  during  a  severe  frost,  which  may 
have  hastened  the  event,  for  the  serious  eflfect  of  extreme  cold 
upon  aged  persons  is  well  known.  His  dying  hours  were 
probably  cheered  by  the  tender  regard  of  his  family ;  *  and  it 
is  not  unlikely  that  he  received  the  consolations  of  religion  from 
his  constant  and  venerable  friend  Bishop  Morley,  who  died  in 
the  following  year,  aged  eighty-seven,  and  being  also  buried  in 
Winchester  Cathedral, 

"  In  one  hallowed  pile  at  last  their  bones  repose.** « 

Walton  was  buried  in  Winchester  Cathedral,  in  a  chapel  in  the 

•  Harleian  MS-  i439«  f-57- 

1  A  Dr  Lewin  Floud  was  first  cousin  of  Robert  Floud,  who  is  supposed  to  have  been 
the  father  of  Walton's  first  wife.  A  family  of  Lewin  were  seated  at  Oldingdeni  in  Keut, 
n  1619. 

<  The  ancestor  (it  is  presumed)  of  William  Simond  Higgs,  Esq.  of  the  Regent's  Park, 
London,  whose  younzest  son,  John  Higgs,  Esq.  of  Magdalen  Hall,  Oxford,  died  at 
Hastings  on  the  4th  Afay  1833.  His  library  contained  copies  of  the  original  editions, 
and  numerous  illustrations,  of  the  "  Complete  Angler."  Gentleman's  Magazine,  ciiL 
pi.  i.  477,  &  civ. 

s  His  brother-in-law,  Dr  Ken,  was  then  abroad,  having  accepted  the  situation  of 
Chaplain  to  Lord  Dartmouth,  who  commanded  the  expedition  to  Tanciers,  in  that  year. 
Bowles's  Life  of  Ken,  ii.  62.  ^  Bowles,  ibid.  i.  p.  1x3. 
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south  aisle,  called  Prior  Silkstead's  Chapel.  A  large  black 
marble  slab  is  placed  over  his  remains,  with  the  following  inscrip- 
tion ;  and  to  use  the  poetical  language  of  Mr  Bowles,  "  the 
morning  sunshine  falls  directly  oh  it,  reminding  the  contemplative 
man  of  the  mornings  when  he  was  for  so  many  years  up 
and  abroad  with  his  angle  on  the  banks  of  the  neighbouring 
stream  : "  * — 

"  HERE  RBSTBTH  THE  BODY  OF 

Mr  IZAAC  WALTON, 

WHO  DIED  THE  15TH  OF  DECBUDES 
X683. 
Alas !  he*t  gone  before, 
Gone  to  return  no  more  ! 
Our  panting  breasts  aspiro 
After  their  aged  sire  ; 
Whose  well-spent  life  did  last. 
Full  ninety  years  and  pa^t. 
But  now  he  hath  begun 
1'hat  which  will  ne'er  be  done. 
Crown'd  with  eternal  blisse, 
We  winh  our  souls  with  his. 

^rons  M0DESTI8  SIC  flbrunt  liberi.* 

The  character  of  Izaak  Walton  has  been  described  by  so  many 
able  writers,  that  the  hope  of  exhibiting  him  in  a  new  light,  or  of 
increasing  the  number  of  his  admirers,  would  be  presumptuous. 
In  the  preceding  pages  all  the  incidents  of  his  life  have  been 
stated  ;  and  by  introducing  his  own  words  whenever  he  has 
alluded  to  himself,  he  has  been  made,  in  a  great  degree,  his  own 
biographer.  Those  statements  present,  however,  little  but  a 
general  outline  of  his  career;  and  the  idiosyncrasies  of  mind 
which  distinguish  one  individual  from  another  must  be  sought  for 
in  the  passages  of  his  works,  where  he  has  expressed  his  opinions 
and  feelings. 

The  obscurity  in  which  the  early  part  of  Walton's  life  is  in- 
volved, has  given  rise  to  considerable  doubts  as  to  the  nature  and 
extent  of  his  acquirements.  It  is  not  probable  that  he  received 
a  regular  classical  education ;  but  although  translations  existed 
of  nearly  all  the  Latin  works  which  he  quotes,  it  is  nevertheless 
certain  that  he  had  some  knowledge  of  that  language.  His 
reading  in  English  literature  was  various  and  extensive,  particu- 
larly in  divinity.  On  many  occasions  he  alludes  to  his  imperfect 
education  and  mean  abilities ;  and  though  the  latter  may  be 
attributed  to  modesty,  the  former  was,  doubtless,  grounded  upon 

*  Life  of  Ken,  ii  871.     Mr  Bowles  conjectures  that  *'  the  retired  spot  which  contains 
Wahon'ft  remains  was  probably  fixed  on  by  himself,  as  suiting  his  humbler  station  of 
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fact.  Thus,  in  his  preface  to  the  collected  edition  of  the  lives  of 
Donne,  Wotton,  Herbert,  and  Hooker,  he  says,  "When  I  look 
back  upon  my  education  and  mean  abilities,  it  is  not  without 
some  little  wonder  at  myself  that  I  am  come  to  be  publicly  in 
print; "  and  in  his  dedication  of  that  work  he  resigns  all  claim 
"  to  acquired  learning  or  study." 

Walton's  opinion  of  ancestry  and  honours,  like  his  sentiments 
on  most  other  subjects,  was  hberal  and  just  When  alluding  to 
the  antiquity  of  Angling,  he  says,  *'  As  I  would  rather  prove  my- 
self a  gentleman,  by  being  learned  and  humble,  valiant  and 
inoffensive,  virtuous  and  communicable,  than  by  any  fond  ostenta- 
tion of  riches,  or  wanting  those  virtues  myself  boast  that  these 
were  in  my  ancestors  (and  yet  I  grant,  that  where  a  noble  and 
ancient  descent  and  such  merit  meet  in  any  man,  it  is  a  double 
dignification  of  that  person) ;  so  if  this  antiquity  of  angling,  which 
for  my  part  I  have  not  forced,  shall,  like  an  ancient  family,  be 
either  an  honour  or  an  ornament  to  this  virtuous  art  which  I 
profess  to  love  and  practise,  I  shall  be  the  gladder  that  I  made  an 
accidental  mention  of  the  antiquity  of  it."  Nor  is  there  less  truth 
in  the  following  reflection  upon  hereditary  titles  :  "  Bare  titles 
are  noted  to  have  in  them  nothing  of  reality ;  for  titles  not 
acquired,  but  derived  only,  do  but  show  us  who  of  our  ancestors 
have,  and  how  they  have  achieved  that  honour  which  their  de- 
scendants claim,  and  may  not  be  worthy  to  enjoy.  For  if  those 
titles  descend  to  persons  that  degenerate  into  vice,  and  break  off 
the  continued  line  of  learning,  or  valour,  or  that  virtue  that 
acquired  them,  they  destroy  the  very  foundation  upon  which  that 
honour  was  built ;  and  all  the  rubbish  of  their  degenerousness 
ought  to  fall  heavy  on  such  dishonourable  heads  ;  ought  to  fall  so 
heavy,  as  to  degrade  them  of  their  titles,  and  blast  their  memories 
with  reproach  and  shame."  ^ 

It  was  impossible  for  a  man  of  Walton's  talents  and  sensibility 
to  live  through  the  events,  which  distracted  this  country  for  nearly 
twenty  years,  without  adopting  very  decided  political  opinions.  It 
has  been  already  observed,  that  he  adhered  with  unshaken 
fidelity  to  the  cause  of  royalty,  which  he  considered  was  identified 
with  that  of  religion.  This  has  been  partly  attributed  to  his 
constant  association  with  the  most  eminent  divines  of  the  Church 
of  England  ;  but  it  is  probable  that  he  would,  under  any  circum- 
stances, have  followed  that  course,  because  the  most  striking 
characteristic  of  his  mind  was  veneration,  from  which  feeling 

A  life  of  Sanderson,  ed.  Zouch,  ii.  157. 
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loyalty,  and  religion,  a  reverence  for  constituted  authorities,  as  well 
as  for  all  other  institutions,  springs  and  is  inseparable.  Walton 
could  no  more  have  been  a  republican  than  an  atheist ;  but 
whilst  his  tolerant  spirit  and  sound  common  sense  preserved  him 
from  bigotry,  his  good  taste  made  him  abhor  the  cant  and 
fanaticism  which  usurped  the  name  of  religion,  and  became  the 
cloak  for  the  most  reckless  ambition,  and  the  basest  hypocrisy. 
A  close  observer  of  the  history  of  the  reign  of  Charles  the  First 
will  find  that  the  outrages  which  were  committed  by  the  republi- 
cans upon  the  habits,  tastes,  and  prejudices  of  the  cavaliers,  had 
as  much  influence  in  attaching  them  to  the  monarchy,  as  abstract 
sentiments  of  duty  and  loyalty. 

Some  extracts  from  Walton's  remarks  upon  public  affairs  will 
best  show  his  political  opinions,  and  they  merit  particular  attention 
as  specimens  of  his  style,  which  is  clear  and  nervous,  and  will 
bear  a  favourable  comparison  with  that  of  the  best  writers  of  his 
time.  Speaking  of  the  religious  dissensions  which  preceded  the 
death  of  Charles  the  First,  Walton  says,  "  To  heighten  all  these 
discontents  and  dangers,  there  was  also  sprung  up  a  generation  of 
godless  men ;  men  that  had  so  long  given  way  to  their  own  lusts 
and  delusions;  and  had  so  often  and  so  highly  opposed  the 
blessed  motions  of  the  blessed  Spirit,  and  the  inward  light  of  their 
own  consciences,  that  they  had  thereby  sinned  themselves  to  a  belief 
of  what  they  would,  but  were  not  able  to  believe  :  into  a  belief 
which  is  repugnant  even  to  human  nature  (for  the  heathens 
believe  there  are  many  Gods),  but  these  have  sinned  themselves 
into  a  belief  that  there  is  no  God  :  and  so  finding  nothing  in 
themselves,  but  what  is  worse  than  nothing,  began  to  wish  what 
they  were  not  able  to  hope  for,  *that  they  should  be  like  the  beasts 
that  perish ; '  and  in  wicked  company  (which  is  the  atheist's 
sanctuary)  were  so  bold  as  to  say  so  :  though  the  worst  of  man- 
kind, when  he  is  left  alone  at  midnight,  may  wish,  but  cannot 
then  think  it.  Into  this  wretched,  this  reprobate  condition,  many 
had  then  sinned  themselves.  And  now  when  the  Church  was  pes- 
tered with  them,  and  with  all  these  other  irregularities  ;  when  her 
lands  were  in  danger  of  alienation,  her  power  at  least  neglected, 
and  her  peace  torn  in  pieces  by  several  schisms,  and  such  heresies 
as  do  usually  attend  that  sin ;  when  the  common  people  seemed 
ambitious  of  doing  those  very  things  which  were  attended  with 
most  dangers,  that  thereby  they  might  be  punished,  and  then 
applauded  and  pitied ;  when  they  called  the  spirit  of  opposition 
a  tender  conscience,  and  complained  of  persecution,  because  they 
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wanted  power  to  persecute  others ;  when  the  giddy  multitude 
raged,  and  became  restless  to  find  out  misery  for  themselves  and 
others ;  and  the  rabble  would  herd  themselves  together,  and 
endeavour  to  govern  and  act  in  spite  of  authority.  In  this  ex- 
tremity, fear,  and  danger  of  the  Church  and  State,  when  to  sup- 
press the  growing  evils  of  both,  they  needed  a  man  of  prudence 
and  piety,  and  of  a  high  and  fearless  fortitude,  they  were  blessed 
in  all  by  John  Whitgift's  being  made  Archbishop  of  Canterbury ; 
of  whom  ingenious  Sir  Henry  Wotton  (that  knew  him  well)  hath 
left  this  true  character ;  *  that  he  was  a  man  of  a  reverend  and 
sacred  memory,  and  of  the  primitive  temper ;  a  man  of  such  a 
temper,  as  when  the  Church  by  lowliness  of  spirit  did  flourish  in 
highest  examples  of  virtue.* "  ^ 

Of  the  Restoration  he  says,  "  Towards  the  beginning  of  the 
year  1660,  when  the  many  mixed  sects,  and  their  creators,  and 
merciless  protectors,  had  led,  or  driven  each  other  into  a  whirl- 
pool of  confusion  both  in  Church  and  State ;  when  amazement 
and  fear  had  seized  most  of  them  by  foreseeing  they  must  now 
not  only  vomit  up  the  Church's  and  the  King's  land,  but  their 
accusing  consciences  did  also  give  fihem  an  inward  and  fearful 
intelligence,  that  the  God  of  opposition,  disobedience,  and  con- 
fusion, which  they  had  so  long  and  so  diligently  feared,  was  now 
ready  to  reward  them  with  such  wages  as  he  always  pays  to 
witches  for  their  obeying  him ;  when  these  wretches  (that  had 
said  to  themselves  *  we  shall  see  no  sorrow')  were  come  to  foresee 
an  end  of  their  cruel  reign,  by  our  King's  return,  and  ^  such 
sufferers  as  Dr  Sanderson  (and  with  him  many  of  the  oppressed 
clergy  and  others)  could  foresee  the  cloud  of  their  aifiictions 
would  be  dispersed  by  it ;  then  the  29th  of  May  following,  the 
King  was  by  our  good  God  restored  to  us,  and  we  to  our  known 
laws  and  liberties,  and  then  a  general  joy  and  peace  seemed  to 
breathe  through  the  three  nations ;  the  suffering  and  sequestered 
clergy  (who  had,  like  the  children  of  Israel,  sat  long  lamenting 
their  sad  condition,  and  hanged  their  neglected  harps  on  the 
willows  that  grow  by  the  rivers  of  Babylon)  were,  after  many 
thoughtful  days  and  restless  nights,  now  freed  from  their  sequestra- 
tion, restored  to  their  revenues,  and  to  a  liberty  to  adore,  praise, 
and  pray  to  Almighty  God  publicly,  in  such  order  as  their 
consciences  and  oaths  had  formerly  obliged  them."' 

Speaking  of  the  Nonconformists,  after  admitting  that  *'  some 

y  Life  of  Hooker,  ed.  Zouch,  i.  ^69-364. 
8  life  of  Sanderson,  ed.  Zouch,  li.  267--a69^ 
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might  be  sincere,  well-meaning  men,  whose  indiscreet  zeal  might 
be  so  like  charity,  as  thereby  to  cover  a  multitude  of  errors," 
Walton  observes,  "Of  this  party  there  were  many  that  were 
possessed  of  an  high  degree  of  spiritual  wickedness ;  I  mean  vrith 
an  innate,  restless,  radical  pride  and  malice ;  I  mean  not  those 
lesser  sins  which  are  more  visible  and  more  properly  carnal,  and 
sins  against  a  man's  self,  as  gluttony,  drunkenness,  and  the  like 
(from  which  good  Lord  deliver  us),  but  sins  of  a  higher  nature, 
because  more  unlike  to  the  nature  of  God,  which  is  love,  and 
mercy,  and  peace,  and  more  like  the  devil  (who  is  no  glutton,  nor 
can  be  drunk,  and  yet  is  a  devil)  ;  those  wickednesses  of  malice 
and  revenge,  and  opposition,  and  a  complacence  in  working  and 
beholding  confusion  (which  are  more  properly  his  work,  who  is  the 
enemy  and  disturber  of  mankind) ;  and  greater  sins,  though  many 
win  not  believe  it ;  men  whom  a  furious  zeal  and  prejudice  hath 
blinded,  and  made  incapable  of  hearing  reason,  or  adhering  to  the 
ways  of  peace ;  men  whom  pride  and  self-conceit  had  made  to 
over- value  their  own  wisdom  and  become  pertinacious,  and  to  hold 
foolish  and  unmannerly  disputes  against  those  men  which  they 
ought  to  reverence,  and  those  laws  which  they  ought  to  obey ;  men 
that  laboured  and  joyed  to  speak  evil  of  government,  and  then  to 
be  the  authors  of  confusion  (of  confusion  as  it  is  confusion) ;  whom 
company  and  conversation,  and  custom  had  blinded,  and  made 
insensible  that  these  were  errors ;  and  at  last  became  so  restless 
and  so  hardened  in  their  opinions,  that  like  those  who  perished  in 
the  gainsaying  of  Korah,  so  these  died  without  repenting  these 
spiritual  wickednesses,  of  which  Coppinger  and  Hacket,  and  their 
adherents,  are  too  sad  testimonies."  * 

Perhaps  one  of  the  soundest  criticisms  ever  pronounced  upon 
the  merits  of  sermons,  is  contained  in  his  description  of  those  of 
Hooker  :  "  The  design  of  his  sermons  (as  indeed  of  all  his  dis- 
courses) was  to  show  reasons  for  what  he  spake  j  and  with  these 
reasons  such  a  kind  of  rhetoric,  as  did  rather  convince  and 
persuade,  than  frighten  men  into  piety ;  studying  not  so  much  for 
matter  (which  he  never  wanted),  as  for  apt  illustrations  to  inform 
and  teach  his  imleamed  hearers  by  familiar  examples,  and  then 
make  them  better  by  convincing  applications  ;  never  labouring  by 
hard  words,  and  then  by  needless  distinctions  and  sub-distinctions 
to  amuse  his  hearers  and  get  glory  to  himself,  but  glory  only  to 
God,  *  which  intention,'  he  would  often  say,  *  was  as  discernible  in 
a  preacher,  as  an  artificial  from  a  natural  beauty/  "  ^ 

*  Life  of  Hooker,  ed.  Zouch*  i.  355,  356.  1  Ibid.  I.  494. 
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Walton's  belief  in  the  tenets  of  the  Giurch  of  England  is  indis- 
putable ;  and  his  writings  overflow  with  allusions  to  a  future  state, 
in  which  friends  will  meet  again,  purified  from  the  drossness  of 
mortality.*  He  firmly  believed  that  they  were  cognisant  of  what 
was  passing  here,  and  often  represents  them  as  singing  hynms  and 
anthems  in  conjunction  with  the  angels  in  heaven.*  To  works  of 
benevolence  he  attributed  much  effect  in  propitiating  the  Almighty, 
and  all  must  admire  the  spirit  of  Christian  charity  which  dictated 
the  following  sentence  : — 

*'  How  acceptable  it  is  to  Almighty  God,  when  we  do  as  we  are  advised 
by  St  Paul,  *  Help  to  bear  one  another's  burden,'  either  of  sorrow  or  want ; 
and  what  a  comfort  it  will  be  when  the  Searcher  of  all  hearts  shall  call  us 
to  a  strict  account  as  well  for  that  evil  we  have  done,  as  the  good  we  have 
omitted,  to  remember  we  have  comforted  and  been  helpful  to  a  dejected  01 
distressed  family."* 

Great  as  was  his  esteem  for  the  clergy  of  the  Established  Church, 
he  was  not  blind  to  their  faults  ;  for  when  contrasting  the  conduct 
of  those  of  his  time  with  that  of  George  Herbert,  he  says,  "  I 
profess  myself  amazed  when  I  consider  how  few  of  the  clergy  lived 
like  him  then,  and  how  many  live  so  unlike  him  now  :  but  it 
becomes  not  me  to  censure.*'*  The  following  passage  in  his 
Life  of  Hooker  shows  that  he  did  not  altogether  approve  of  clergy- 
men marrying  :  "The  good  man  (Hooker)  was  drawn  from  the 
tranquillity  of  his  college,  from  that  garden  of  piety,  of  pleasure,  of 
peace,  and  a  sweet  conversation,  into  the  thorny  wilderness  of  a 
busy  world  ;  into  those  corroding  cares  that  attend  a  married  priest, 
and  a  country  parsonage."  ®  His  perfect  idea  of  a  priest  may  be 
found  in  his  description  of  Bishop  Sanderson ;  and  he  was  doubtless 
fully  impressed  with  the  justice  of  Herbert's  remark,  that  "  the 
virtuous  life  of  a  clergyman  is  the  most  powerful  eloquence  to 
persuade  all  that  see  it  to  reverence  and  love,  and  at  least  to 
desire  to  live  like  him."'  He  says  of  Sanderson,  that  "his  looks 
and  motion  manifested  an  endearing  affability  and  mildness,  and 
yet  he  had  with  these  a  calm  and  so  matchless  a  fortitude,  as 
secured  him  from  complying  with  any  of  those  many  Parliamentary 
.  injunctions  that  interfered  with  a  doubtful  conscience.  His 
learning  was  methodical  and  exact,  his  wisdom  useful,  his  integrity 
visible,  and  his  whole  life  so  unspotted,  so  like  tfie  primitive 
Christians,  that  all  ought  to  be  preserved  as  copies  for  posterity  to 

*  Walton's  Lives  ed.  Zottch.  ii.  178.  *  Ibid.  ii.  31,  \9%. 

4  Life  of  Sanderson,  ed.  Zouch,  ii.  185.  ^  Life  of  Herbert,  ed.  Zonch,  ii.  73. 

>  £d.  Zouch,  L  348.  7  Life  of  Herbert,  ed.  Zouch,  il  74. 
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write  after,  the  clergy  especially,  who  with  impure  hands  ought  not 
to  offer  sacrifice  to  that  God  whose  pure  eyes  abhor  iniquity,  and 
especially  in  them."  * 

No  feeUng  is  more  manifested  in  Walton's  works  than  that  of 
discontent  with  the  age  in  which  he  lived  ;^  and  he  seems  to 
have  fallen  into  the  common  error  of  supposing  that  the  standard 
of  morality  and  virtue  was  lower  in  his  own  time  than  in  earlier 
ages,  a  complaint  which  is  almost  as  old  as  the  world  itself! 
This  is  the  more  remarkable  with  respect  to  Walton,  because  it  is 
almost  the  only  instance  of  querulousness  which  can  be  found  in 
his  writings.  There  can  be  little  doubt  that  he  believed  in  super- 
natural agency,  and  Dr  Zouch  not  only  state?  that  he  had  been 
subjected  to  severe  animadversions  for  the  n?irrative  which  occurs 
in  the  later  impressions  of  his  Life  of  Dr  I)oime,  respecting  the 
vision  of  Donne's  wife,  who  is  said  to  have  appeared  to  her 
husband  on  the  day  on  which  she  was  delivered  of  a  dead  child.^ 
\i  is  equally  likely,  from  a  passage  in  his  Life  of  Wotton,  that  he 
placed  faith  in  the  revelations  of  dreams,  as  well  as  in  the  pre- 
dictions of  judicial  astrology ;  but  these  facts  prove  no  more  than 
that  Walton's  mind  was  imbued  with  the  prejudices  and  super- 
stition of  his  age,  to  which  f^w,  if  any,  of  his  contemporaries  were 
superior.  Dr  Zouch  defend^  his  credulity  by  citing  Plutarch  and 
Doddridge ;  but  since  W^ton  lived,  and  indeed  since  Zouch 
wrote,  science  has  advanced  with  gigantic  strides ;  and,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  present  extent  of  knowledge,  is  the  spirit  of 
indulgence  for  the  weaknesses  and  errors  of  our  ancestors. 

He  appears  to  have  been  fond  of  poetry  and  music,  and  there 
is  evidence  that  he  cultivated  both  with  some  success.  Several 
^^  verses  have  been  introduced  into  this  Memoir ;  and  though 
they  do  not  evince  much  imagination  or  skill,  they  are  at  least 
equal  to  the  productions  of  many  writers  who  have  attained 
reputation  as  poets.  As,  however,  he  admits  in  the  "  Complete 
Angler''  that  he  was  "not  excellent  at  poetry,"  it  would  be 
uncandid  to  criticise  his  productions  with  rigour.  He  describes 
music  as  a  heavenly  art ;  ^  and  in  his  contemplations  of  celestial 
happiness,  he  always  represents  the  saints  and  angels  as  being 
employed  in  singing  hymns  to  the  praise  of  the  Almighty.  He 
comd  himself  sing  well;'    he  speaks  of  the  delight  which  it 

*  life  of  Sanderson,  cd.  Zouch,  u.  250. 

•In  the  inuxxluction  to  his  ^.ife  of  Hooker,  ed.  Zouch,  i.  304 :  Life  of  Hooker,  ibid. 
^^  3>3.  4^8  :  Lif*  of  Sanderson,  ibid.  ii.  185,  204  ;  Dedication  of  the  Life  of  Dnnne,  cd. 
i63;  see  p,  antea.     Complete  Angler,  p.  163.  1  Ed.  Zouch,  i.  74,  75;  IL  326. 

'  Ii(«  o€  Herbert,  ed.  Zouch,  ii.  96.  '  Vide  p.  lix.  an  tea. 
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afforded  him  to  hear  his  wife  sing  his  favourite  songs  ;  *  and  he 
was  intimate  with  Basse,  an  eminent  composer,  in  whose  science 
he  took  great  interest,  and  says  that  Basse  had  made  a  song  at 
his  request  in  praise  of  angling.*  In  no  part  of  Walton's  writings, 
however,  are  the  charms  of  music  so  beautifully  described  as  in. 
the  following  exquisite  passages  on  the  singing  of  birds  :  "  I  will 
not  pass  by  those  little  nimble  musicians  of  the  air,  that  warble 
forth  their  curious  ditties,  with  which  nature  hath  furnished  them 
to  the  shame  of  art.  As  first  the  Lark,  when  she  means  to  re- 
joice, to  cheer  herself  and  those  that  hear  her;  she  then  quits  the 
earth,  and  sings  as  she  ascends  higher  into  the  air,  and  having 
ended  her  heavenly  employment,  grows  then  mute  and  sad, 
to  think  she  must  descend  to  the  dull  earth,  which  she  would  not 
touch,  but  for  necessity.  How  do  the  Blackbird  and  Thrassel  with 
their  melodious  voices  bid  welcome  to  the  cheerful  spring,  and  in 
their  fixed  months  warble  forth  such  ditties  as  no  art  or  instrument 
can  reach  to !  Nay,  the  smaller  birds  also  do  the  like  in  their 
particular  seasons,  as  namely,  the  Laverock,  the  Tit-lark,  the  little 
Linnet,  and  the  honest  Robin  that  loves  mankind  both  alive  and 
dead.  But  the  Nightingale,*  another  of  my  airy  creatures, 
breathes  such  sweet  loud  music  out  of  her  little  instrumental 
throat,  that  it  might  make  mankind  to  think  miracles  are  not 
ceased.  He  that  at  midnight,  when  the  very  labourer  sleeps 
securely,  should  hear,  as  I  have  very  often,  the  clear  airs,  the 
sweet  descants,  the  natural  rising  and  falling,  the  doubling  and 
redoubling  of  her  voice,  might  well  be  lifted  above  earth,  and  say. 
Lord,  what  music  hast  thou  provided  for  the  saints  in  Heaven, 
when  thou  affordest  bad  men  such  music  on  earth  ! " '' 

Of  the  sister  art,  Design,  Walton  seems  to  have  had  some 
knowledge,  as  he  often  alludes  to  painters  ;  and  one  of  his  best 
metaphors  is  founded  upon  the  particular  style  of  ancient  masters. 
He  formed  a  small  collection  of  prints  and  pictures,  which  he 
bequeathed  to  his  son,  who  excelled  in  the  use  of  the  pencil ;  and 


*  Complete  Angler,  p.  159.  *  Ibid.  p.  194. 

*  Upon  this  passage  Dr  Drake  has  remarked,  "  It  is  somewhat  singular,  however, 
that  the  noblest  and  sweetest  description  of  the  song  of  this  plaintive  warbler  should  be 
the  production  of  a  prose  writer.  Who  can  adduce  on  the  subject  a  morsel  of  such 
impressive  beauty  as  the  following?  '  But  the  nightingale,'  &c.— Z-tV/nt ry  Hdurs^  it 
318.  Bishop  Hornc  has  quoted  it  in  his  Commentary  on  the  104th  Psalm,  v.  xa,  vol.  iL 
p.  333 ;  and  Headley,  in  the  Notes  to  his  Select  Beauties  of  the  Ancient  English  Poetry, 
says :  "  But  above  all  the  panegyrics  that  have  been  deservedly  x>assed  upon  this  uni- 
versal favourite,  I  have  seen  nothing  yet,  that  in  any  degree  approaches  the  notice  of 
one  who  was  certainly  no  poet:  my  reader  will  be  surprised  perhaps  when  I  namo 
Honest  Isaak  Walton,  but  let  him  read  this  and  judge.**— VoL  it  p.  167. 

7  Complete  Angler,  p.  36. 
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it  b  not  improbable  that  he  derived  his  taste  for  drawing  from  his 
father. 

Superior  as  Walton's  intellectual  powers  undoubtedly  were,  they 
smk  into  nothing  when  compared  with  the  qualities  of  his  heart ; 
and  it  is  the  man,  rather  than  the  author,  whom  his  admirers 
most  love  to  contemplate.  No  one  can  read  his  writings  without 
being  impressed  with  the  fervent  and  unaffected  piety,  the 
simplicity  of  taste,  the  benevolence  of  mind,  and  contentedness 
of  spirit,  which  are  apparent  in  every  thought  and  expression.  In 
the  works  of  the  creation  he  finds  a  boundless  theme  for  praise 
and  admiration.  Though  his  wit  is  rarely  brilliant,  it  never  springs 
from  envy  or  ill-nature ;  and  when  truth  prevented  him  from 
praising  the  persons  of  whom  he  speaks,  he  is  silent,  mildly 
observing  that  "it  becomes  not  him  to  censure."  Walton 
repeatedly  speaks  of  his  love  of  "  harmless  innocent  mirth  un- 
mixed with  scurrility ; "  and  his  scrupulous  veracity,  and  the  care 
with  which  he  selected  his  society,  are  noticed  by  Cotton,  who 
says,  "He  never  retracted  any  promise  when  made  in  favour  even 
of  his  meanest  friends ; "  and  that  his  "  father  Walton  will  be 
seen  twice  in  no  man's  company  he  does  not  like,  and  likes  none 
but  such  as  he  believes  to  be  very  honest  men." 

Though  brought  up  to  trade  he  everywhere  expresses  his  con- 
tempt for  riches  ;  and  one  of  his  highest  eulogiums  on  Sir  Henry 
Wotton  was,  that  he  was  an  "  undervaluer  of  money."  His  views 
on  the  subject,  as  expressed  in  the  concluding  passage  of  the 
"  Complete  Angler,"  were  extremely  rational :  "  In  my  discourse 
my  meaning  is  to  plant  that  in  your  mind  with  which  I  labour  to 
possess  my  own  soul ;  that  is,  a  meek  and  thankful  heart  And 
to  that  end  I  have  showed  you,  that  riches  without  them  (meekness 
and  thankfulness)  do  not  make  any  man  happy.  But  let  me  tell 
you,  that  riches  with  them  remove  many  fears  and  cares ;  and 
therefore  my  advice  is,  that  you  endeavour  to  be  honestly  rich,  or 
contentedly  poor ;  but  be  sure  that  your  riches  be  justly  got,  or 
you  spoil  all.  For  it  is  well  said  by  Caussin,  *  He  that  loses  his 
conscience  has  nothing  left  that  is  worth  keeping.'  Therefore  be 
sure  you  look  to  that.  And  in  the  next  place  look  to  your 
bealth :  and  if  you  have  it,  praise  God,  and  value  it  next  to  a 
good  conscience ;  for  health  is  the  second  blessing  that  we  mortals 
are  capable  of;  a  blessing  that  money  cannot  buy  (which  may  be 
said  to  be  the  third  blessing),  neglect  it  not :  but  note,  that  there 
IS  no  necessity  of  being  rich;  for  I  told  you,  there  be  as  many 
miseries  beyond  riches  as  on  this  side  :  and  if  you  have  a  com* 
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petence,  enjoy  it  with  a  meek,  cheerful,  thankful  heart.  I  will 
tell  you,  Scholar,  I  have  heard  a  grave  divine  say,  that  God  has 
two  dwellings  ;  one  in  heaven,  the  other  in  a  medc  and  thankful 
heart,  which  Almighty  God  grant  to  me  and  to  my  honest 
Scholar." 

Izaak  Walton  left  only  two  children,  Izaak  and  Anne.  Of  the 
former  the  greater  part  of  what  is  known  has  been  already  stated. 
He  was  thirty-two  years  of  age,  and  rector  of  Polshot  near  Devizes, 
when  his  father  died  \  and  was  afterwards  elected  a  canon  of 
Salisbury  Cathedral.  In  this  station  he  passed  the  remainder  of 
his  days ;  and  unless  the  inscription  on  his  tomb  be  more  than 
usually  mendacious,  he  performed  the  duties  of  a  parish  priest 
with  great  zeal  and  propriety^  and  was  distinguished  for  his 
genuine  piety,  sound  doctrines,  benevolence,  and  charity.  His  skill 
as  an  artist  has  been  alluded  to ;  and  an  interesting  specimen 
is  still  preserved  by  his  relation,  Dr  Hawes,  who  possesses  a 
portrait  of  the  venerable  Piscator  by  his  son,®  in  crayons  ;  and 
Cotton  states  that  he  had  made  drawings  of  Beresford  Hall  and 
the  adjacent  scenery.  He  is  said  to  have  contributed  largely  to 
Dr  Walker's  "  History  of  the  Sufferings  of  the  Qei^,"  •  for 
which  work  the  conversation  of  his  father  was  likely  to  have  fur- 
nished him  with  abundance  of  materials.  The  most  pleasing  fact 
in  the  life  of  Canon  Walton  is,  however,  his  having  repaid  the 
kindness  of  his  uncle,  Dr  Ken,  by  unremitting  attention  to  him 
after  he  was  deprived  of  the  bishopric  of  Bath  and  Wells.  Bishop 
Ken  passed  much  of  his  time  at  the  rectory  of  Polshot,  and  at 
the  canonry  house,  in  the  Close  at  Salisbury ;  and  his  corre- 
spondence shows  that  he  considered  the  residence  of  his  nephew  as 
his  home,^  imtil  he  found  a  permanent  asylum  at  Longleat.  His 
father  having  ordered  by  his  will  that  certain  lands  should  beoome 
the  property  of  the  corporation  of  Stafford,  in  case  his  son  did  not 
marry  before  he  was  forty-one  years  old,  C^on  Walton  wrote  to 
the  Mayor  of  Stafford  as  soon  as  he  attained  that  agp,  to  acquaint 
him  that  the  estate  was  improved  to  almost  double  its  former  value, 
and  that  on  his  decease  the  corporation  would  be  entitled  to  it.' 
Canon  Walton  is  said  to  have  obtained  the  qonfidence  and  friend- 
ship of  Dr  Burnet,  who  succeeded  Bishop  Ward  in  the  see  of 
Salisbury  in  1689,  and  ''from  being  a  man  of  great  temper  and 
discretion,  and  from  his  candour  and  sincerity  much  respected  by 
all  the  clergy  of  the  diocese,  he  became  very  useful  to  him  in  con- 

8  Bowles's  Life  of  Ken,  i.  7.  *  ZoucVs  Life  of  Walton,  iL  368. 

\  Bowles's  life  of  Ken,  ii.  xqti  931.  '  Uawkin's  X^%  of  Walton,  p,  55. 
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ducting  the  affairs  of  the  chapter."*  In  171 1  Bishop  Ken 
bequeathed  part  of  his  books  to  him,  together  with  the  sum  of 
fifty  pounds.  Towards  the  end  of  1719^  when  in  his  sixty-ninth 
year,  Canon  Walton  went  to  London  as  proctor  in  convocation  for 
the  chapter  of  Salisbury,  and  having  caught  the  smallpox,*  died 
on  the  29th  of  December  following,  and  was  buried  in  Salisbury 
Cathedral,  at  the  foot  of  his  friend  and  patron.  Bishop  Ward.  A 
plain  stone  of  black  marble  with  the  following  inscription  covers 
his  remains : — 

"H.  s.  E. 

ISAACUS  WALTON,   HUJUS  ECCLESIiS 

CA^JONICUS  RESIDENTIARIUS, 

PIKTATIS  NON  JUCATiE, 

DOCTRlNiB  SANiC, 

MUNIPICENTIiE,  BENEVOLENTIiB, 

EXEMPLAR  DESIDERANDUM. 

PASTORIS  BONI  ET  FIDELIS  FUNCTUS  OFFICIO 

PER  ANNOS 

XXXVIII  IN  PAROCHIA  DE  POLSHOT  WILTS 

OBIIT  VICESIMO  NONO  DECEMBRIS, 

ANNO  DOMINI   1719, 

iETATIS  69." 

It  appears  from  Canon  Walton's  will,  that  he  was  a  liberal 
benefactor  to  the  library  of  Salisbury  Cathedral,  which  may 
account  for  its  containing  several  books  with  the  autograph  of  his 
father.*  He  died  unmarried.  His  will,  which  is  now  for  the 
first  time  printed,  is  not  dated,  but  appears  from  an  indorsement  in 
\as  own  hand  to  have  been  made  on  the  14th  of  July  1714 ;  and 
was  proved  by  his  nephew,  William  Hawkins,  on  the  i8th  of 
November  1720. 

"  In  the  name  of  God.  Amen.  I  Isaac  Walton,  Rector  of  Polsbot, 
k  Canon  Residentiary  of  the  Church  of  Sarum,  being  at  this  Time,  thanks 
to  God,  as  sound  &  perfect  in  understanding  &  memory,  as  at  any  other  time 
1  ever  used  to  be,  do  hereby  make  This  my  Last  WiU  and  Testament 

*'  First,  I  bequeath  &  Resign  my  soul  into  the  hands  of  Almighty  God,  its 
Fftithfal  Creator  :  with  the  utmost  thanks  y'  it  can  render  for  the  Comfort' 
able  Hope  w*=^  I  have,  that  my  many  &  greivous  sins  will  be  graciously 
pardond  me,  through  hb  great  &  free  mercys  in  Christ  Jesus  my  Dear 
Lord  &  only  Saviour. 

*•  I  live  at  present,  &  intend,  thro*  God's  Grace,  to  dye  in  the  communion 
of  the  Church  of  England  as  it  is  at  present  by  Law  Establishd.  Being, 
according  to  the  best  measure  of  my  understanding,  fully  satisfyd,  y'  she  has 
reformed  herself  with  That  souncl  judgement  &  Godly  sincerity,  as  to  be 

'  Hawkin**  Life  of  Walton,  p.  56.  *  Bowles's  Life  of  Ken,  iL  967. 

*  Vide  postea. 
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the  soundest  &  Purest  part  of  the  Church  Catholic  at  this  time  Existent 
Most  humbly  asking  Forgivenesse  of  Her  &  of  all  Christian  People  for  the 
manifold  scandals  w«^  a  very  irregular,  negligent,  &  most  unprofitable 
course  of  life  has,  too  surely,  administred.  And  most  heartily  praying 
unto  God  to  preserve  her  against  all  attempts,  w^  are,  at  this  Time 
Especially,  made  against  her  True  Interest  &  wellfare. 

**  My  Body  I  bequeath  to  the  Earth,  to  be  buried  at  the  Discretion  of  my 
Executrix,  hereafter  named.  But,  with  as  Little  Pomp,  charge,  or 
Ceremony,  as  well  may  be. 

"  And,  as  for  the  worldly  Estate,  of  w«^,  bv  God's  bounty,  I  stand  possessd 
at  present,  I  dispose  &  bequeath  of  it  as  followeth. 

•*  First,  I  desire  &  order  all  my  lust  Debts  to  be  satisfyd. — &  that  being 
don, — I  do  give  and  bequeath — Imprimis, — To  my  Dear  &  Loving  only 
Sister  Anne  Hawkins  the  Elder,  all  the  Gold,  whether  Rings  or  broad 
Peices  w<*  I  have.  Item,  to  my  Dear  &  Good  Niece  Anne  Hawkins  the 
Younger  one  Hundred  pounds.  Item,  to  my  Dear  &  Good  Nephew 
William  Hawkins  one  hundred  pounds,  &  to  my  Good  Neicc  his  wife  fifty 

Bounds. — Item,  to  my  Three  cousins,  Elizabeth,  William,  and  Susan 
[oskins,  children  of  Matthew  Hoskins,  I  do  give  &  beaueath  thirty 
poimds  to  each  of  Them.  &,  in  case  any  one  or  two  of  the  said  three 
cousins  should  dye  before  me,  His  or  her  part  or  parts  here  bequeathed  I 
do  will  &  order  to  remain  to  the  surviver,  or  survivers  of  Them. — Item,  to 
my  Aunt  Mrs  Rose  Kenne  I  give  Ten  pounds.  To  my  Cousin  her  Daughter 
Mrs  Martha  Krienberg  Ten  pounds,  to  her  Husband  Mr  Frederic  Krien- 
berg  Ten  pounds.  To  my  Cousin  Mr  Jon  Beacham  Twenty  Guinneys. 
To  my  Cousin  Mrs  Elizabeth  Farwell  Ten  pounds.  To  my  Cousin  Mrs 
Mary  Ireland  Five  pounds.  To  my  Cousin,  Mrs  Anne  Farwell,  Five 
pounds.  To  Mrs  Bridget  Lowe,  Five  pounds.  To  Mrs  Elizabeth  John- 
son, formerly  of  Worcester,  Five  pounos.  To  all  These  last  mentioned 
Persons,  I  say,  I  do  give  &  bequeath  the  Legacys  of — Twenty  GuiSeys,  of 
Ten,  &  of  Five  pounds  respectively,  if  they  shall  be  alive  at  the  Time  of  my 
Death,  &  not  other\vise.  &  I  do  also  remitt,  &  forgive  to  all  &  Each  of  the 
forementioned  Persons,  all  or  any  Sufiis  of  money  w^  they  or  any  of  them 
shall  appear  to  be  indebted  unto  me.  Item, — I  give  &  bequeath  unto  my 
Godson  Isaac  Walton  Twenty  pounds  to  be  paid  to  his  Father  or  Mother 
if  alive  at  my  Death,  otherwise  to  himself,  when  he  shall  attain  the  age  of 
one  &  twenty  years.  Item, — I  give  &  bequeath  to  the  Fabric  for  the  use 
of  the  Libra^  of  the  Church  of  Sarum  the  sume  of  one  Hundred  pounds 
to  be  layd  out  in  an  Annuity,  or  rent  Chame,  in  com  if  it  may  be,  for  some 
Person,  to  be  named  yearly  by  the  Dean  &  Chapter,  to  give  such  attendance 
there,  as  they  shall  appoint,  or  can  agree  upon.  Item, — I  give  &  bequeath 
to  the  said  Dean  &  Chapter  of  Sarum  the  suffie  of  Fifty  &  Five  pounds  to 
augment  that  suffie  >i'<^  is,  in  our  accounts,  called  The  Sors  Comunaris. 
Item, — I  do  give  &  bequeath  to  the  Poor  of  the  Parish  of  Polshot  Five 
Pounds.  &  to  the  Poor  of  the  Close  of  Sarum  the  like  suffie  of  Five 
pounds. 

••  All  w«^  Legacys  I  will  &  order  to  be  paid  in  good  &  lawfull  money  of 
This  Realm  within  a  year  &  half  after  my  Decease. 

"  And,  of  This  my  last  Will  &  Testament,  written  all  with  my  own  hand, 
I  do  make  my  Dear  &  only  Sister  Mrs  Anne  Hawkins  sole  Executrix, 
giving  &  bequeathing  also  imto  Her  whatsoever  of  mine  remains  unbe- 
queathed  herein.    And,  in  case  it  should  so  happen  that  this  my  Executrix 
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should  dye  before  me — I  do  then  appoint  my  forementiond  nephew  & 
niece  (William  Hawkins  &  Anne  Hawkins)  jointly  my  executors,  giving  & 
bequeathing  unto  them  the  Remainder  of  my  Estate  unbequeathed,  to  be 
divided  between  them  into  Three  parts,  whereof  my  nephew  is  to  have  two 
Thirds,  &  my  neice  one  Third  part. 


Isaac  Walton, 


Sij^ed«  sealed,  published  &  declared  as  the  last  Will  &  Testament  of  the 
within  namea  Isaac  Walton,  in  the  presence  of  us  who  have  subscribed 
our  names  as  witnesses  to  the  same  on  the  request  of  the  said  Isaac 
Walton  &  in  his  presence  and  in  presence  of  each  other 

Edward  Seale. 
Stephen  Gaisford. 
Geo:  Frome." 

In  the  handwriting  of  the  testator, 

"Last  WUl  &  Testam»  of  J:  W: 
July  14.  1 714." 

"Probat  Londini  &c  decimo  quarto  die  mensis  Nov'**  Anno  D'ni  1720 
coram  Venli  viro  Humphredo  Henchman  Legum  D'core  Surro  &c  Jurto 
Gnluni  Hawkins  a?i  uS  ExtoP  substitul  &c  cui  &c.  De  bene  &S  jural 
Reservati.  potestate  sllem  comnem  faciendi  Anns  Hawkins  juS  alte? 
ExecuE  substitu!  &c.  cum  venerit  eandem  petitura  Ann&  Hawkins  seS 
Exthce  in  d6o  Testo  nominal  in  vit&  Testatoris  mortem  obeunte. 
140  Nov**»  1720. 
"Guilielinns  Hawkins  Ar£l  unus  Executor  substitu!  jurat  reserv:4r,  potes- 
tate Anne  Hawkins  juii  alteri  Execuf  Anna  Hawkins  sen.  Executrix  in  Vita 
Testatoris  mortem  obiunte. 

Coram  me 

Hum.  Henchman, 
Surr. 

"Testator  luit  unus  Canontcorum  Residentiarium  Ecclesiae  Cathedralis 
S^  Beatae  Marise  Viiginis  Sarum  et  obijt  mense  Decembris  ulL" 

The  strong  allusion  wjiich  Canon  Walton  makes  to  his  "  many 
and  grievous  sins,*'  and  to  the  "  manifold  scandals  which  his  very 
irregular,  negligent,  and  most  unprofitable  course  of  life  had  too 
surely  administered,"  probably  originated  in  extreme  humility,  and 
ought  not  to  be  construed  literally.  Like  bis  father,  he  professed 
his  ardent  attachment  to  the  Church  of  England,  as  she  had  then 
reformed  herself ;  and  he  also  imitated  his  example,  by  desiring 
to  be  interred  in  the  most  unostentatious  manner. 

Anne  Walton,  the  only  daughter  of  Izaak  Walton  who  attained 


Digitized 


by  Google 


cxx  LIFE  OF  IZAAK  W ALTO  IT, 

womanhood,  married  about  the  year  1 676  Dr  William  Hawldns,  a 
prebendary  of  Winchester,  and  rector  of  Droxford  in  Hampshire, 
who  died  on  the  17th  of  July  1691.  She  died  on  the  1 8th  of 
August  1715,  aged  sixty-seven,  and  was  buried,  with  her  husband, 
in  Winchester  Cathedral.  The  following  inscriptions,  with  the 
crest  and  arms  of  Hawkins,  without  an  impalement,  are  placed  00 
their  tomb  : — 

"h.  s.  e. 
gulielmus  hawkins 

S.  T.  P. 

HUJUS  ECCLESIiC  PRiCBENDARIUS 

QUI  OBIIT  JUL.    17° 

ANNO  DOMINI    169I 

iETATIS  SU^  $8. 

H.  S.  E. 

ANNA  ETIAM  ISAACI  WALTON  FILIA 

QUiC  OBIIT  SUPER  MEMORATI  GUUELMI  VIDUA 

AUG.    180  A.    D.    1 715 

iETATIS  SUiE  67." 

They  left  only  two  surviving  children  ;  viz.,  William  and  Anne 
Hawkins.  The  latter  lived  for  many  years  with  her  uncle,  Canon 
Walton,  and  superintended  his  domestic  affairs ;  and  after  his 
decease  she  continued  to  reside  at  Salisbury.*  Her  uncle,  Bishop 
Ken,  left  her  £10  in  17 11  ;  and  dying  unmarried  on  the  27th  of 
November  1728,  was  buried  in  Salisbury  Cathedral,  where  the 
following  inscription  is  placed  to  her  memory  :-^ 

"HERE  LIETH  THE  BODY 

OF 

ANN  HAWKINS 

ONLY  DAUGHTER  OF  WILLIAM   HAWKINS  D.D. 

SOMETIME  PREBENDARY  OF  WINTON 

AND  OF  ANNE  HIS  WIFE  SISTER  OF 

ISAAC  WALTON  LATE  CANON   RESIDENTIARY 

OF  THIS  CHURCH. 

MORE  I  AM   FORBID. 

SHE   DYED   NOV.   27, 

1728." 

William  Hawkins  was  bom  about  1678,  entered  of  the  Middle 
Temple,  and  was  called  to  the  bar.  He  was  the  executor  of 
Bishop  Ken,  whose  will  he  proved  on  the  nth  of  April  171 1 ; 
and  in  1 7 1 3  he  published  a  short  account  of  that  prelate.  Some 
time  before  his  death  he  unfortunately  became  blind,'  and  died  on 

«  Hawkin's  Life  of  Waltoivp.  56.  7  ibid.  p.  56, 
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the  29th  of  November  1748,  aged  seventy.  He  married  Jane,  the 
beautiful*  daughter  of  John  Merewether,  M.D.,  who  survived  him 
until  the  nth  of  June  1761.  She  was  buried  with  her  husband 
in  Salisbury  Cathedral,  beneath  a  stone  which  is  thus  inscribed  : — 

••here  lies  buried  WILLIAM   HAWKINS,   ESQ. 

BARRISTER  AT  LAW 

WHO  DIED  NOV.   29,   1 748 

AGED  70. 

ALSO  LIETH  JANE  THE  RELICT  OF 

WILLIAM  HAWKINS 

AND  DAUGHTER  OF  JOHN  MEREWETHER,  M.D. 

DIED  JUNE  II,   I761." 

Their  issue  were  one  son,  William  Hawkins ;  and  four 
daughters,  Jane,  Anne,  Henrietta-Rebecca,  and  Mary.  Jane,  the 
eldest  daughter,  died  on  the  nth  of  April  1728,  to  whose 
memory  her  parents  caused  the  following  inscription  to  be  placed 
over  her  grave  : —  , 

"HERE  LYE  THE  DEAR  REMAINS  OF 

JANE 

ELDEST  DAUGHTER  OF 

WILLIAM  AND  JANE  HAWKINS 

WHOSE  CAPACITY  AND  DISPOSITION 

EXCEEDING  EVEN   PARENTS*   HOPES 

SHE  BECAME  AN   UNCOMMON  LOSS 

ON  THE   IITH  DAY  OF  APRIL   1 728 

IN  THE   I2TH  YEAR  OF  HER  INNOCENCE. 

GOD*S  WILL  BE  DONE! 

Why  should  we  gricre  for  what  we  must  approve 
The  joys  of  Heaven  surpass  our  fondest  love." 

Her  sisters,  Henrietta-Rebecca  and  Mary  Hawkins,  also  died 
unmarried.  Arine  married  the  Reverend  John  Hawes,  rector  of 
Wilton  and  Fugglestone  St  Peter's  in  Wiltshire. 

William  Hawkins,  the  only  son  of  William  Hawkins  by  Jane 
Merewether,  left  an  only  child,  Frances,  who  married  in  1790 
the  late  Mr  Thomas  Knapp  Blagden,  a  bookseller  at  Winchester, 
to  whom  she  was  the  second  \rife.     She  had  no  issue. 

The  Reverend  John  Hawes  died  in  December  1787,  having  had 
issue  by  his  wife,  Anne  Hawkins,  who  died  in  June  1797,  ^^^'^ 
children,  viz.,  Margaret-Jane,  and  Anne,  who  both  died  unmarried; 
the  Reverend  Henry  Hawes,  minister  of  Qifton,  who  married  Miss 
Bmwn,  and  died  without  issue  in  March  1 809  ;  and  the  Reverend 
Doctor  Herbert  Hawes,  prebendary  of  Salisbury. 

8  See  Bowle;i's  Life  of  Ken,  ii.  967. 
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Of  some  of  the  relations  mentioned  in  the  wills  of  the  Waltons 
it  is  difficult  to  speak  with  certainty.  It  is  most  probable  that 
their  affinity  was  produced  by  Izaak  Walton's  marriage  with  Anne 
Ken  ;  and  as  nothing  is  known  of  his  wife's  half-sisters,  Margaret 
and  Elizabeth  Ken,  it  may  be  conjectured,  from  the  position  of 
the  name  of  his  "  sister  Pye,"  in  Izaak  Walton's  wiU,  where  it 
occurs  immediately  after  the  Kens,  that  she  was  one  of  the 
bishop's  sbters.  His  "brother  Beacham"  was  James  Beacham, 
the  husband  of  Martha  Ken  :  he  was  living  in  July  17 14,  and 
had  two  sons  Jon  and  William  Beacham,  the  latter  of  whom  was 
a  fellow  of  New  College,  but  appears  to  have  died  before  1 7 1 3,  as 
his  cousin  Mr  Hawkins  does  not  mention  him  among  Bishop  Ken's 
relatioits,  in  his  account  of  that  prelate,*  though  he  particularly 
notices  his  brother  Jon  Ken,  who  proceeded  M.A.  in  November 
1683,  and  B.D.  on  the  23rd  of  March  1693.  The  said  Jon 
Beacham  obtained  the  vicarage  of  East  Brent  in  March  1688, 
and  the  prebendary  of  Wanstrow  in  October  1 689,  from  his  uncle, 
Bishop  Ken,  who  bequeathed  part  of  his  books,  and  £^0  to  him 
by  his  will.  He  was  a  fellow  of  Trinity  College  in  1 7 1 3,  after  which 
year  nothing  has  been  found  respecting  him. 

Jon  Ken,  the  elder  brother  of  Bishop  Ken,  who  married  Rose, 
the  sister  of  Sir  Thomas  Vernon,  was  sometime  treasurer  of  the 
East  India  Company.  He  was  living  in  1683,  and  had  issue  by 
his  wife,  who  is  mentioned  in  Canon  Walton's  will  in  17 14,  a  son, 
who  was  at  Cyprus  about  the  year  1707,^  and  two  daughters, 
Rose,^  who  died  in  1 700,  unmarried,  when  administration  of  her 
effects  was  granted  to  her  mother ;  and  Martha,  who  married 
Christopher  Frederic  Kreinberg,  resident  for  the  Elector  of  Hanover 
in  London.  She  was  bequeathed  a  legacy  of  £,^0  by  Bishop  Ken; 
and  Canon  Walton  left  her,  and  her  husband,  ;£io  each,  in  17 14, 
after  which  time  they  have  not  been  traced. 

*  Mr  Hawkins  says  that  Bishop  Ken  '*  left  behind  him  but  few  relations :  Martha,  tho 
daughter  of  hl5  brother,  Mr  Jon  Ken,  by  Rosei  his  wife,  which  Martha  married  to  the 
Honourable  Christopher  Frederic  Kreinberg,  resident  of  his  Electoral  HiKhness  of 
Hanover  in  London.  Jon  Beacham,  at  this  time  fellow  of  Trinity  College,  and  William 
Beacham,  sometime  fellow  of  New  College,  Oxon,  and  since  deceased,  who  were  the 
.  sons  of  his  sister  Martha,  by  her  husband,  Mr  James  Beacham.  Ixaac  Walton,  residen- 
tiarv  of  the  cathedral  church  of  Sarum,  and  Anne,  son  and  daughter  of  his  sister  Anne, 
by  her  husband,  Mr  Izaac  Walton,  of  London,  which  Anne  having  married  to  William 
Hawkins,  D.D.,  sometime  prebendary  of  the  cathedral  church  of  Winton,  had  issue  by 
him,  William  and  Anne,  both  living ;  which  William  being,  by  will  proved  in  the  Pre- 
rogative Court  of  Canterbury,  April  94,  Z71X,  appointed  executor,  and  having  had 
opportunities  of  knowledge  and  inquiry  of  him,  submits  this  impartial,  and  he  hopes  not 
unacceptable  account  to  the  public." — Short  Account  of  the  Life  of  Bishop  Ken,  by 
William  Hawkins,  of  the  Middle  Temple,  E<q.    8vo,  17x1,  p.  ^6. 

1  Pedigree  compiled  bv  Mr  Dale,  one  of  the  Heralds  about  the  year  1707,  and 
obligingly  communicated  by  Charles  George  Young,  Esq.,  York  Herald. 
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Canon  Walton  also  bequeathed  legacies  to  his  three  cousins, 
Elizabeth,  WilHam,  and  Susan  Hoskins,  children  of  Matthew 
Hosldns ;  but  it  has  not  been  discovered  in  what  way  they  were 
related  to  him.  It  is,  however,  most  likely  that  they  were  the 
children  of  one  of  Bishop  Ken  s  sisters,  as  the  bishop  bequeathed 
;t2o  to  his  niece,  Mrs  Elizabeth  Hoskins,^  to  be  paid  her  on  the 
day  of  her  marris^e.  Matthew  Hoskins  was  perhaps  the  father 
of  the  "  little  Matthew,"  whom  Bishop  Ken  thus  mentions  in  one 
of  his  letters  from  Winchester  :  "  Little  Matthew  is  very  well,  and 
the  schoolmaster,  at  whose  house  I  lodge,  tells  me  he  is  very 
regular  and  minds  his  book."^  Mrs  Mary  Ireland,  and  Mrs  Anne 
Farwell,  the  two  other  cousins  mentioned  by  Canon  Walton,  have 
not  been  identified  ;  nor  does  any  clue  exist  by  which  to  ascertain 
the  parentage  of  his  "godson  Isaac  Walton."  A  Mr  Richard 
Walton  is  mentioned  in  Izaac  Walton's  will  in  1683  ;  but  neither 
he  nor  the  godson  are  called  relations.  As  there  is  cause  to 
believe  that  branches  of  the  Walton  family  continued  for  several 
generations  in  Staffordshire,  it  is  extraordinary  that  none  of  them 
should  be  mentioned  in  the  will  of  Izaak  Walton,  or  of  his  son. 

It  is  not  by  his  literary  reputation  alone  that  the  memory  of 
Izaak  Walton  is  preserved  from  oblivion.  His  benefactions  to  his 
native  town  still  exist,  and  are  recorded  on  a  tablet  in  St  Mary's 
Church  at  Stafford.* 

This  Memoir  must  not  be  concluded  without  alluding  to  the 
tributes  which  some  of  the  most  distinguished  writers  of  the  present 
age  have  paid  to  Izaak  Walton's  memory ;  and  it  is  gratifying  to 
perceive  that  time  has  had  no  injurious  effect  upon  his  fame,  that 
men  of  the  highest  attainments,  with  minds  of  kindred  goodness 
to  his  own,  have  generously  paid  homage  to  his  worth,  and  that, 
in  his  case  at  least,  it  may  be  truly  said,  that  virtue  can  never  die. 
In  the  wide  range  of  British  literature,  from  the  sage  to  the  poet, 
from  the  profound  philosopher  to  the  frivolous  antiquary,  and 
imaginative  novelist,  writers  of  every  class,  and  of  every  degree  of 
fame,  have  expressed  their  admiration  of  "  honest  Izaak  Walton." 

The  giant  of  English  literature,  Dr  Johnson,  ranks  foremost 
among  the  modem  admirers  of  Wsdton.  It  is  said  that  he,  at  one 
time,  intended  to  write  his  life ;  and  it  is  a  subject  of  regret 
that  his  virtues  and  talents  were  not  immortalised  by  his  pen. 
It  was  at   Johnson's   suggestion   that   the  "  Complete  Angler " 

*Ernmeously  printed  Hawkins  in  the  copy  of  Bishop  Ken's  will,  In  Mr  Bowles's  life 
of  tb;it  prelate.  '  Bowles's  Life  of  Ken,  iu  229. 

*  For  a  copy  of  that  inscription,  and  an  account  of  Walton's  charities,  see  the 

Appendix 


Digitized 


by  Google 


cxxiv  LIFE  OF  IZAAK  WALTON, 

was  reprinted  by  the  Rev.  Moses  Browne  in  1772,*  the  last  pre- 
ceding edition  being  that  of  1676.  Dr  Johnson,  moreover,  once 
thought  of  editing  Walton's  Lives  of  Donne,  Wotton,  Hooker, 
Herbert,  and  Sanderson,  which  was  one  of  his  favourite  books.* 
The  work  was  originally  contemplated  by  Dr  Home,  President 
of  Magdalene  College,  and  afterwards  Bishop  of  Norwich,  who 
requested  Johnson  to  contribute  to  it ;  but  he  declined,  under  the 
idea  that  Lord  Hailes  intended  to  reprint  it.'  In  April  1777, 
however,  he  desired  Boswell  to  get  him  all  the  editions  of  Walton's 
lives,  as  he  says,  "  I  have  a  notion  that  the  republication  of  them 
with  notes  will  fall  upon  me,  between  Dr  Home  and  Lord 
Hailes."  *  He  preferred  the  Memoir  of  Donne  to  any  of  the 
others ; '  and  it  is  characteristic  of  him,  that  he  complained  of 
the  omission  of  Donne's  vision  in  a  recent  edition,  which  he  said 
should  be  restored ;  adding  that  ''  there  ought  to  be  a  critical 
catalogue  given  of  the  works  of  the  different  persons  whose  lives 
were  written  by  Walton,  and  therefore  their  works  must  be  care- 
fully read  by  the  editor."  ^ 

Sir  Walter  Scott's  admiration  of  Walton  is  known  to  all  the 
world,  because  his  works  contain  several  allusions  to  him,  and 
always  in  terms  of  praise. 

Wordsworth's  exquisite  sonnet  on  Walton's  biographical  labours 
cannot  be  too  often  reprinted  ; — 

"  There  are  no  colours  in  the  fairest  slcy 
So  fair  as  these ;  the  feather  whence  the  pen 
Was  shaped  that  traced  the  lives  of  these  (^ood  Men, 
Dropped  from  an  Angel's  wine.    With  moistened  eye. 
We  read  of  faith  and  purest  charity, 
In  Statesman,  Priesr,  and  humble  Citizen. 
Oh  could  wc  copy  their  mild  virtues,  then 
What  joy  to  live,'  what  blessedness  to  die  I 
Methinks  their  very  Names  shine  still  and  bright. 
Apart — like  glow-worms  in  the  woods  of  spring. 
Or  lonely  tapers  shooting  far  a  light 
That  guides  and  cheers — or  seen  like  stars  on  high. 
Satellites  burning  in  a  lucid  ring, 
Around  meek  Walton's  heavenly  memory."  * 

A  critic  in  the  Quarterly  Review  ^  has  thus  spoken  of  the  same 
work  : — 

"  Izaak  Walton,  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  green  and  cheerful  old 
age,  the  reward  of  a  tranquil  life,  produced  without  art  or  study, 
his  inimitable  pieces  of  biography,  not  unconscious  how  rich  a 

^  Preface  to  Moses  Browne's  edition  of  the  Complete  Angler,  pp.  14-16. 

6  Boswell's  Life  of  Johnson,  ed.  181 1,  voL  iiL  74. 

7  Ibid.  ii.  401,  405  :  iii.  162,  163.  8  Ibid.  iiL  .103. 
»  Ibid.  iii.  ^i^.                                                                         *  Ibid.  iii.  163. 

S  Ecclesiasucal  Sketches,  London,  iSaa.  >  VoL  xxix.  p.  axa. 
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treasure  he  was  preserving  for  posterity,  but  not  dreaming  of  the 
honour  in  which  his  own  name  would  lastingly  be  held  for  those 
labours  of  love." 

Nor  have  the  fair  sex  withheld  their  admiration  from  Walton  ; 
and  the  following  graceful  verses  were  written  in  a  copy  of  the 
"  Complete  Angler  "  which  belonged  to  Sir  Humphrey  Davy,  "  by  a 
noble  lady,  long  distinguished  at  court  for  {)re-eminent  beauty  and 
grace,  and  whose  mind  possesses  undying  charms,"  who  is  sup- 
posed to  be  the  present  Lady  Charlotte  Bury,  then  Lady  Charlotte 
Campbell : — 

*•  Albeit,  gentle  angler,  I 
Delight  not  in  thy  trade ; 
Yet  in  thy  pages  there  doth  lie 
So  much  ot  quaint  simplicity. 

So  much  of  mind 

Of  such  good  kind. 
That  none  need  be  afraid,  ^ 
Caaght  by  thy  cunning  bait,  this  book. 
To  be  ensnared  on  thy  hook. 

Gladly  from  thee,  I'm  lured  to  bear 
With  things  that  seem'd  most  vile  beforq  ; 
For  thou  didst  on  poor  subjects  rear 
Matter  the  wisest  sage  might  hear ; 

Andt  with  a  grace. 

That  doth  efface 
More  labour'd  works,  thy  simple  lore 
Can  teach  us  that  thy  skilful  lines 
More  than  the  scaly  orood  con/tnts. 

Our  hearts  smd  senses  too,  we  see 
Rise  quickly  at  thy  master  hand. 
And,  ready  to  be  caught  by  thee^ 
Are  lured  to  virtue  willingly ; 

Content  and  peacct 

With  health  and  ease, 
Walk  by  thy  side  ;  at  thy  command 
We  bid  adieu  to  worldly  care, 
And  joy  in  gifts  that  all  inay  share, 

Gladly  with  thee  I  pace  along, 
And  of  sweet  fancies  dream  ; 
Waiting  still  some  in<ipired  song. 
Within  my  memory  cherish'd  long, 
.   Comes  fairer  forth. 
With  more  of  worth,  ^ 
Because  that  time,  upon  its  stream. 
Feathers  and  chaff  will  bear  away, 
But  give  to  gems  a  brighter  ray. 

C.  C  iSfa.** 

There  is  much  that  the  admirers  of  Walton  will  read  with 
pleasure  in  a  criticism  which  appeared  in  another  quarter  of  the 
globe  in  "  The  American  Review "  of  the  Diary  of  Wilson,  the 
ornithologist.     Wilson  says  : — 

•*i8io.  April  25.  Breakfasted  at  Walton's,  thirteen  miles  from 
Nashville.     The  hospitable  landlord,   Isaac  Walton,  npon   setting  out 
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early  the  next  morning,  refused  to  take  anything  for  ray  fare;  saying, 
*  Vou  seem  to  be  travelling  for  the  good  of  the  world,  and  I  cannot,  I  will 
not  charge  you  anything ;  whenever  you  come  this  way,  call  and  stay  with 
me,  you  shall  be  welcome.'  This  is  the  first  instance  of  such  hospitality 
which  I  have  met  with  in  the  United  States." 

On  this  passage  the  American  Reviewer  observes  : — 

**  Upon  reading  this  note,  our  faith  in  the  doctrine  of  Pythagoras  grew 
strong.  Can  it  be  that  the  soul  of  that  gentle  parent  of  the  angle,  old  Izaac 
Walton,  in  winging  its  terrestrial  flight  fcom  the  mai^n  of  the  sea,  found  a 
kindred  tenement  in  mine  excellent  host  of  Tennessee  ?  We  fear  poor 
Wilson  never  luxuriated  over  the  verdant  pages  of  that  golden  book,  *  The 
Complete  Angler,'  or  he  would  have  anticipated  our  passing  tribute  to  its 
author.  We  too  had,  peradventure,  died  in  ignorance,  had  it  not  been 
pointed  out  to  us  by  the  venerable  author  of  the  Man  of  Feeling,  himself  a 
orother  of  the  gentle  craft.  We  recall  the  era  of  the  event  as  one  of  the 
greenest  spots  both  in  our  literary  and  piscatory  existence,  and  have  ever 
since  held  it  a  settled  maxim  of  our  belief,  in  defiance  of  which  we  are 
ready  to  do  battle,  that  no  brother  of  the  angle  can  by  any  possibility  prove 
a  recreant."* 

The  following  beautiful  sonnet  on  Walton,  by  Mr  Moxon,  would 
do  credit  to  a  veteran  poet  : — 

**  Walton  I  when  weary  of  th^  world,  I  turn 
My  pensive  soul  to  thee,  and  soothing  find 
The  meekness  of  thy  plain  contented  mind 
Act  like  some  healine  charm.    From  thee  I  learn 
To  sympathise  with  Nature,  nor  repine 
At  Fortune,  who,  though  lavish  of  her  store. 
Too  often  leaves  her  favourites  richly  popr  ; 
Wanting  both  health  and  ener^  divine. 
Life's  blessings  to  enjoy.     Methioks,  e'en  now 
I  hear  thee  'neath  the  milk-white  scented  thorn 
Communing  with  thy  pupil,  as  the  mom 
Her  rosy  cheek  displays  ;  while  streams  that  flow. 
And  all  that  gambol  near  their  rippling  source. 
Enchanted  listen  to  thy  sweet  discoturse." 

Two  scholars,  of  soip^  celebrity  for  their  accomplishments  and 
taste,  have  combined  to  do  honour  to  Walton  in  the  annexed 
verses.  The  original  was  written  by  James  Park,  Esq.,  late 
Professor  of  Law,  of  King's  College,  London ;  ^  and  the  transla- 
tion is  by  Archdeacon  Wrangham : — 

"At  nobis  rigui  fontes  et  flumina  cordt ; 
Nos  potius  tua,  Sancta  Senex,  veneranda  per  zvum 
Auguria,  et  grato  exequimur  praecepta  labore  ; 
Omnia  (juae  quondam  Leae  labentis  ad  undam 
Cantasti :  neque  enim  mihi  fas,  Waltonb,  tacere 
Mentem  in  te  facilem,  et  nulhs  pallentia  culpis 
Pectora,  et  antiqud  sanctam  pietate  senectam. 

*  American  Review,  No.  xvi.  December  1830,  p.  376. 
A  Printed  in  the  Cambridge  Tnposcs  of  180a. 
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Felix,  cut  i)Iacidae  fraudes  atque  otia  curae* 
Piscator  I  tibt  enim  tran^uillo  in  corde  severum 
Subsidet  desiderium,  tibi  sedulus  ancor : 
Dum  tremula  undarum  fades,  et  roobiliii  umbra, 
X>uin  purse  grave  murmur  aquae,  virtute  quietfi 
Composu&e  aniqium,  et  blandis  afiectibus  implent." 

**  Mine  be  the  brook's  green  side,  the  river  stream. 
Whilst  still,  obedient  to  the  instructive  theme. 
Sport  of  thy  simple  mus«;  by  eliding  Lea, 
I  strive  with  grateful  toil,  to  follow  thee. 
For,  Walton,  crime  it  were  to  leave  unxung 
Xhy  gentle  mind,  thy  breast  uiibUnch'd  by  wrong ; 
And,  vivid  glowing  on  the  graphic  page. 
Thy  guileless  manners,  and  th^  hallowed  age. 

Happy  Pbcator  I  with  the  viewless  line 
Tranquil  to  dupe  the  finny  tribe  was  thine. 
Fled  from  thy  tranquil  booom  gnawing  care. 
No  tumult  throbb'd,  no  malice  darken  d  there  ; 
The  stream  light  quivering  to  the  summer  breezci 
The  quickly-snifting  shade  of  clouds  or  trees, 
The  ripple's  murmur  breathed  a  holy  re«t. 
And  to  complacent  calmness  lull'd  thy  breast" 

There  is  truth  in  the  remark  of  the  first  of  the  modem  editors  of 
the  "  Complete  Angler,"  the  Reverend  Moses  Browne,  that  "  it  was 
chiefly  by  Walton's  pleasing  sweetness  of  nature  and  conversation, 
innate  simplicity  of  manners,  and,  above  all,  his  religious  integrity 
and  imdissembled  honesty  of  heart,  for  which  he  was  so  remarked 
and  endeared  to  the  affections  of  all  that  ever  knew  him.  They 
sat  so  naturally  on  him,  you  may  trace  them  in  everything  he  writ ; 
he  drew  his  own  picture  in  almost  every  line ;  I  think  there  are 
hardly  any  writings  ever  showed  more  th©  features  and  limbs,  the 
very  spirit  and  heart,  of  an  author." 

Dr  Zouch  has  almost  exhausted  panegyric  in  his  praises  of 
Walton  ;  and  has  thus  commented  upon  his  personal  appearance 
in  the  conclusion  of  his  memoir.  The  engraving  to  which  he 
alludes  gives  a  very  imperfect  idea  of  the  original ;  but  his  de- 
scription is  still  more  applicable  to  the  perfect  copy  of  Walton's 
portrait,  which  is  prefixed  to  this  volume,  "  The  features  of  the 
countenance,"  he  says,  "  often  enable  us  to  form  a  judgment,  not 
very  fallible,  of  the  disposition  of  the  mind.  In  few  portraits  can 
this  dbcovery  be  more  successfully  pursued  than  in  that  of  Izaak 
Walton.  Lavater,  the  acute  master  of  physiognomy,  would,  I  think, 
instantly  acknowledge  in  it  the  decisive  traits  of  the  original, — 
niild  complacency,  forbearance,  mature  consideration,  calm  activity, 
I>eace,  sound  understanding,  power  of  thought,  discerning  attention, 
and  secretly  active  friendship.  Happy  in  his  unblemished  in- 
tegrity, happy  in  the  approbation  and  esteem  of  others,  he  inwraps 
himself  in  his  own  virtue.  The  exultation  of  a  good  conscience 
eminently  shines  forth  in  this  venerable  person — 
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*  Candida  semper 
Gaudia,  et  in  vuitu  curanim  igoAra  Toluptas.*" 

The  cento  of  Walton's  praises  would  not  be  complete  without 
an  allusion  to  the  glowing  descriptions  of  his  merits,  which  occur 
in  the  edition  of  Pope^s  Works,  as  well  as  in  the  Life  of  Bishop 
Ken,  by  the  Rev.  William  Lisle  Bowles,  whose  genius  and 
goodness  alike  give  value  to  his  eulogy.  If  the  gentle  spirit  of 
"honest  Izaak"  is  permitted  to  know  by  whom  his  memory  is 
cherished,  it  has  derived  the  highest  gratification  from  the  tributes 
paid  to  his  virtues  by  the  Rector  of  Bremhill,  the  friend  of  his 
descendant,  and  from  congenial  feelings,  the  warm  admirer  of  the 
talents,  piety,  and  moral  excellence,  for  whiqb  I%aak  Walton 
was  distinguished. 
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THE   FISHING-HOUSE    OF   SIR    HENRY 
WOTTON. 


The  following  description  of  the  spot  where  Sir  Henry  Wotton  and  Izaak 
Walton  used  to  angle,  by  that  excellent  troller  and  amiable  disciple  of 
Walton,  Edward  Jesse,  of  Hampton  Court,  Esq.,  author  of  "Gleanings 
in  Natural  HUtory  **  and  **  An  Angler's  Rambles/'  forms  an  appropriate 
illustration  in  the  preceding  Memoir. 


The  life,  conversation,  and  pursuits  of  the  revered  Izaak  Walton, 
the  purity  of  his  moral  character,  and  his  tender  sentiments  of 
benevolence,  peculiarly  fitted  him  to  be  the  friend  and  companion 
of  the  learned,  witty,  and  cheerful  Sir  Henry  Wotton,  "  one  of  the 
delights  of  mankind."  We  accordingly  find  that  they  "often 
fished  and  conversed  "  together,  both  of  them  being  "  most  dear 
k)vers  and  frequent  practisers  of  the  art  of  angling." 

It  is  well  known  that  when  Sir  Henry  became  Provost  of 
Eton  College,  Master  Izaak  Walton  frequently  went  to  see  him, 
giving  him  "  his  own  ever-welcome  company  at  the  time  of  the 
Fly  and  the  Cork^  A  spot  is  still  pointed  out,  about  half  a  mile 
from  the  venerable  college  of  Eton,  where  these  loving  friends 
and  companions  pursued  their  innocent  pleasures  of  the  angle. 
Here  we  can  fancy  them  seated  quietly  in  a  summer's  even- 
ing "on  a  bank  a-fishing,"  while  the  beauteous  Thames  glided 
cabnly,  and  softly,  and  sweetly  by  them.  Here  also  Sir  Henry 
might  have  composed  his  pretty  description  of  the  spring,  begin- 
ning 

"This  day  Dame  Nature  seem'd  ia  love"— 

and  in  which  he  apostrophised  his  companion  "our  honest 
father :  "— 

"There  stood  m^  friend  with  patient  skill. 
Attending  to  his  trembling  quill." 

The  whole  scenery  of  the  spot  in  question  appears  suited  to  a 
lover  of  angling.     A  little  green  lawn  slopes  gently  down  to  the 
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river,  and  on  the  top  of  it  a  modest  fishing-house  is  seen,  just  such 
a  one  as  we  may  suppose  the  provost  and  his  friend  would  retire 
to,  either  for  shelter  or  to  partake  of  a  fisherman's  fare.  It  might 
have  had  Piscatoribus  Sacrum  inscribed  over  its  door.  It  stands 
on  an  ayte,  round  which  the  *'  delicate  clear  river  ^  finds  its  way. 
To  the  left,  the  turrets  of  Windsor  Castle  are  seen  through  a  vista 
of  magnificent  elms ;  and  to  the  right,  the  chapel  and  college  of 
Eton,  with  their  venerable  and  beautiful  architecture,  add  to  the 
charm  of  the  scenery.  A  stand  of  eel-krails,  which  is  let  down  to 
catch  these  wandering  fish  when  the  river  is  swollen  by  rains,  is 
not  without  its  interest,  placed  as  it  is  between  two  clusters  of 
gracefid  willows,  amongst  which  the  sedge-bird  and  the  willow- 
wren  sing  in  concert  day  and  night. 

Such  b  the  spot  which  we  have  endeavoured  to  delineate  in  the 
accompanying  engravings,  and  which  will  always  be  viewed  with 
interest  by  every  admirer  of  Izaak  Walton.  The  ayte  is  still  the 
property  of  the  Provost  and  Fellows  of  Eton  College,  and  is  rented 
of  them  by  Mr  Bacheldor  of  Windsor,  a  worthy  and  expert  brother 
of  the  angle,  who  has  done  much  to  improve  the  spot,  and  to  keep 
up  the  interest  which  is  attached  to  it 

It  is,  indeed,  almost  impossible  for  an  honest  disciple  of  Izaak 
Walton  to  visit  it  without  his  imagination  wandering  to  the  times 
when  the  excellent  Provost  of  Eton  and  his  friend  were  seated  to- 
gether on  that  identical  bank,  holding  sweet  discourse,  and  thank- 
ing God  for  the  very  many  blessings  He  had  bestowed  on  them, 
and  for  the  quiet  and  peaceable  amusement  they  were  enjoy- 
ing. He  will  fancy  that  he  sees  them  sometimes  walking  on 
the  banks  of  their  favourite  river ;  and  at  others  seated  quietly 
on  its  side  "trying  to  catch  the  other  brace  of  trout"  He 
may  also  picture  to  himself  the  "  ever-memorable "  Sir  Henry 
Wotton,  reclining  with  his  head  resting  on  his  hand,  and  with 
his  "  curious  pencil  '*  addressing  some  such  lines  as  the  following 
to  his  companion  : — 

Good  Ixaak,  let  us  stay,  and  rest  us  here : 

Old  friends  when  near 
Should  talk  together  oft,  and  not  lose  time 

In  silly  rhyme* 
That  only  addles  men's  good  brains  to  write. 
While  those  who  read,  bless  God  they  don't  inditew 

There  is  a  tree  close  by  the  river's  side : 

There  let's  abide, 
And  only  hear  iar  off  the  worid's  loud  din, 

Where  aU  is  sin  ; 
While  we  our  peaceful  rods  shall  busjr  ply 
When  fish  spnng  upward  to  the  dancing  fly. 
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SIR  HENRY  WOTTON. 

Our  sports  and  life  oft  contemned  are 
Bv  men  that  spare 

No  cost  of  time,  wealth,  life,  to  gain  their  end. 
And  often  spend 

Them  all  in  hopes  some  happiness  to  see 

In  what  they  are  not,  but  they  mean  to  be. 

We  will  not  search  for  that  we  mav  not  find. 

But  dearly  bind 
Otur  hearts,  friend  Izaak,  in  a  tixhter  knot. 

And  this  our  lot 
Here  long  to  live  together  in  repose. 
Till  death  for  tu  the  peaceful  scene  shall  clo^e. 
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I.  PEDIGREES  OF  WALTON, 

[CompiUdfrom  Vincent  ^s  Stafford,  No,  iiy,intki 
RICHARD  WALTON,  of  Marchington,  Woodland^  in  the  parish  of  Hanbury,.ca  Stafford.    Will 


Henry   Walton,   of    Dovcbridge,    co.    Derby.  ==  Margaret,  daughter  of  Henry  Milward, 


Query,  if  the  Henry  Walton,  son  of  Richard 
Walton,  who  is  mentioned  in  his  Will,  dated 
31st  October  1557? 


of  Dovebridge,  co.    Stafford,    third  son  of 
Robert  Milward,  of  Canon,  ca  Derby. 


Jambs  Walton,  of  Dovebridge.    Presumed  — 
to  have  been  the  James  Walton  men- 
tioned in  the  Will  of  George  Walton,  of 
Yoxhall,  as  his  brother,  in  Feb.  1570-71. 


\ 


Henry  Walton.        Willlam  Walton. 


Jambs  Walton,  of  Dove- 
bridge. Query,  if  the  JAMES 
Walton,  alias  Harrison, 
of  Dovebridge,  whose  Will 
was  proved  by  Constance, 
his  widow,  April  ao,  1615. 


William 
Walton, 
of  Dove- 
bridge. 


T 


William  Walton,  living  Feb. 
1570-1.  Query,  if  the  William 
Walton,  of  St  Mary's,  Stafford, 
who  was  buried  there  April  28. 
1604,  and  whose  Will  was  proved 
November  9,  1604. 

T 


Jer*"***  Walton,  living  Feb. 
1570-X.  Presumed  to  have 
been  the  Jervis  Waltos, 
of  Staffon^  who  was  kmried 
at  St  Mary's,  Stafford,  xiih 
Ffebniary  1506^ 

r  - 


Isabel, 
daughter  of 
Lawrence 
Shrigley, 
of  Sinfin,  co. 
Derby,  widow 
of — Crispes. 


Kathbrinb, 

m.  Francis 

Burton,  Esq., 

May  5,  i6aa. 


Anna. 
Richard. 
George. 


William 
Walton, 
a  minor  9th 
Nov.  1604. 


All  minors  April  16x5. 


John 
Walton. 

Living 

February 

1570-1. 


:  Elizabeth. 


William 
Walton. 
Living  1619. 


Richard 
Walton. 
Baptized  at 
St  Mary's, 
Stafford, 
asd  Decem- 
ber 1603. 


Elizabeth. 
Baptized  at 
St  Mary's, 
Stafford,  4th 
June  x6o6. 


Eleanor. 
Baptized  at 
St  Mary's, 
Stafford, 
xoih  Febru- 
ary X6X3-X4. 


Henry 

Walton. 

Baptized  at 

St  Dunstan's, 

London, 

xath,  and 

buried  there 

17th  October 

X632. 


Henry 

Walton. 
Baptized  at 
St  Dunstan's, 
2TSt  March 

Buried  there 
4th  Decem- 
ber 1634. 


Anne 
Waxtok. 
Bom  loth 
July  j64a 
Di^  I  ith 
May  164a. 


William  Hawkins,  only  son.  bom  about  1678.  Called  - 
to  the  Bar  by  the  Honourable  Society  of  the  Middle 
Temple.  Died  29th  November  X748,  aet.  70.  Buried 
in  Salisbury  Cathedral,  M.  I. 


^Jane,  daughter  of  John  Merbwethe*.  <rf 
Devizes,  M.D.  Married  before  Jay 
1714.  Died  xxth  June  176X.  Buried  ia 
Salisbury  Cathedral,  M.  I. 


.  Rev.    William   Hawkins,  only  ==   Widow  of 

son,  Vicar  of  Boldre,  co.  Hants.         — —  Treherne. 
Died  about  X776  or  1777. 


Frances  Hawkins,  only     =       Mr  Thomas 

child    Married  at  St  Thomas',         Knapp  Blagden, 

Winchester,  Qth  May  1790.  of  Winchester, 

Living  at  M  Maloes,  in  deceased. 

France,  without  issue,  April  -sr 

x836.~Second  wife.  o 


Jane  Hawkins,  eldest  daughter.  Bc^ 
17x6.  Died  xath  April  1728,  act.  12. 
Buried  in  Salisbury  Cathedral,  M.  L 


Rev.  Henry  Hawes,  =  ELiZABBTH,daughter 
of  Clifton.    Bom  of  William  Broww, 

ayth  October  X756W  Esq.     Married 

Died  17th  March  Jantiary  1786.  Liviog 

1809,  without  issue.  June  X83& 
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HAWKINS,  AND  HAWES. 

CdU^  of  Arms  J  Wills ^  and  other  Aui/ufrilUs.'] 

dited  31st  October  1557.     Proved  by  Robbrt  Milwaro  and  Thomas  Boobyb  in  1566. 


UAJtUtKY. 


James. 


William. 


Mary. 


Elizabbth. 


Ellen. 


All  living  October  1557. 


CtDJtcB  Walton,  bailiff  of  Yoxall.  co.   Stofford.     Will  =  Isabel.    Proved  her 
d^ied  10th  February  1570-1.      Proved    7th  April  fol-  husbands  Will  7rh 

lowing.  April  1571. 


Denstell 
Waltom. 


Anne 

Walton. 


Alice,  m. 

Haslam. 


All  living  February  1570-1. 


George  Walton,  =      Elizabeth. 

of  St  Mary's,  Ad  ministered  io 

Stafford.     Buried  her  husband's 

there  March  24,  effects  Sepc  35, 

X597-8.  1598. 


Ambrose  Rachel,  daughter  of—  = 

Walton.  Floud.   Bom  about  1605. 

Buried  at  Married  at  St  Mildred's, 
St  Mary's,  Canterbury,  Dec.  37, 

Stafford,  162&    Died  33d,  and 

jd  March  buried  at  St  Dunstan's  in 

>59S~^  ^c  West,  London,  2^h 
Aug.  x64a — First  wife. 


IZAAK  WALTON.  Bom: 
at  Stafford,  9th  August,  and 
baptized  at  St  Mary's,  in 
that  town,  3jst  September 
'593*  Will  dated  August 
9b  1683.  Proved  February 
4,  1683-^  pied  December 
15,  and  Duried  at  Winches- 
ter December  1683. 


I2AAK 
Waltom. 
Baptized  at 
OtrkenweU 
lodi  Febru- 
ary 1649-50. 
Boned  there 
lothjune 
(bltowiag. 


:  WA 


IzAAK  Walton.  Baptized  at  Clerkenwell 
7th  September  2651.  Proceeded  M.A. 
xjth  March  1675.  Obtained  the  rectory 
of  Polshot,  ca  Wilts,  about  x68i,  and 
afterwards  wax  a  Canon  of  Salisbury 
Cathedral.  Will  dated  14th  July  1714. 
Proved  i8th  November  1730.  Died  in 
London,  unmarried,^  39th  December 
17x0.    Buried  in  Salisbury  Cathedral, 


Anne  Walton.  : 

Bora  nth  March 

1647-8.    Married 

about  1676.  Died 

z8th  August 

1715,  act.  67. 

Buried  in 

Winchester 

Cathedral,  M.  I, 


'  Anne,  daughter  of 
Thomas  Ken,  Attor- 
ney of  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas.  Bom 
1610.  Married  about 
1646.  Died  Z7th  April 
1663,  jet.  53.  Buried  in 
Worcester  Cathedral 
30thAprilz663,  M.L 


Dr  William 
Hawkins,  Preben- 
dary of  Winchester 
Cathedral,  Rector  of 
Droxford,  co.  Hants. 

Bora  1633.     Died 

Z7th  July  z6oi,  aet  58. 

Buried  in  Winchester 

Cathedra),  M.  I. 


AxBx  Hawkins,  only  daughter.     Died  unmarried  a7th  November  1738. 
in  Salisbury  Cathedral,  M.  L 


Buried 


HEKHnTA- 
^  S^ECCA. 


Mary.         Anne  Hawkins.    Bora  1719.=  Rev.  John  Hawes,  M.A.,  Rector  of 


Died  immarried. 


Died  2d  June  1797,  act.  78. 
Buried  at  Bemerton,  co. 
Wilu,  M.  I. 


^.  H  ERBKRT  Hawes,  D.  D.  , 

I^ebendary  of  Salisbury. 

Ltriigumarried  at  Salisbury 

June  2836. 


Margarbt-Jane.    Bora 

i4ih  May  1755.     Died 
unmarried^i!»t  July  iSsa 
Buried  at  Bemerton,  M.I. 


[133] 


Wilton  and  Fugglestone  St  Peter, 
CO.  Wilt^.  Died  16th  Dec  1787, 
act.  68.  Buried  at  Bemerton,  M.  I. 


Anne.     Bora  7th  May 

1761.     Died  7th  June 

following. 
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11.  PEDIGREE 

[Compiled from  fferald's  Visitations,  Le  Nak's  Paligrets  ef 


THOMAS  CRANMER.  of  Aslacton,  co.  Notts,  Esq,  =t=  Ackxs,  daogbter 


JoHN  Cranmbr,  of  As- 
•ncton,  CO.  Notts,  Esq. 
Son  and  heir. 


1 


T 


Joan.      =Thomas    CRXifMBK,   second  :~~=  Anns,  niece  to  the 


Fust  wife.  son.      Born  1489.     Conse- 

crated Archbishop  of  Can- 
terbury 30th  March  1533. 
Martyredf  aist  March  2555. 


wife  of  OziAMDuu 
Second  wife. 


Thomas  Cranmbk, 

ofKirksull.co.York. 

Living  1589. 


Amnb. 


MAJtGAJtCT. 


GborgbCranmbr, 

son  and  heir. 
Admitted  scholar 
of  Christ  Church, 

Oxford.  1577  or 
2599,  then  act.  xi. 

Slain  in  Ireland 

i^lh  Nov.  1600. 

Died  unmarried. 


Thomas    William  Crakmbk/ 

Ckanmbr.  of  London.  Merchant. 

Living      Deputy-Governor  of 

16x7,  a      the  Hamburgh  Com- 

lunatic      P^^T  *^  Rotterdam. 

Died  X650,  at 

Rotterdaun. 


Susannah, 
daughter  of 

POWBLL  : 

sister  and  co-heir 

of  Sir  Edward 

Powell,  of 

Pensethly,  co. 
Hereford,  and  of 

Fulham,  Bart. 


Dorothy. 
Baptized 

X575.  Mar- 
ried   

FiBLD   {VUU 

Memoir  of 
Walton,  p. 

xxiL  note). 
Living  X635. 


Rachel. 

Baptized 
X577.    War- 
ned. 1597. 
John 

BLOWFIBLa 

Gent.     Died 

S4th  August 

x6oo. 


Susan,  eldest  = 
daughter.    Bom 
before  April  1635. 
MarriedEDWARo 
Kbnrick,  of 
London,  Mer- 
chant, and  third 
son  of  John 
Kbnrick,  of 
Shropshire. 
First  husband. 


T 


Gborgb 
Cranmbr, 

t65a     Died 
unmarried. 


Sir  Wiluam  Cran- 
mbr, of  London, 

knighted  X4th 

December  1689, 

Governor  of  the 

Hamburg  Company, 

and  of  the  Merchants 

Adventurers  of 

London.    Died 

unmarried  aoth  Sept 

1697,  set.  67.    Buned 

at  Bromley,  co. 

Middlesex,  M.  I.  in 

St  Mildred's, 

Canterbury. 


'    Thomas 

TOMLINS, 

of  London, 
Merchant, 

and  of 
Bromley,  co. 
Middlesex. 

Second 


John  Ken  rick, 

of  London, 

Merchant, 

executor  to  his 

uncle, 

Sir  William 

Cranmbi^ 

in  1697. 


Matthew. 

Susan. 
Dorothy. 


Mary.     = 

=    Thomas 

Married 

Janbs,  or 
Eyans,  or 

Thomas 

Hartley, 

EvAi«s,of 

of  London, 

Bow,  CD. 

Merchant 

Middlesex. 

First  hus- 

Second 

band.     Both 

husband. 

living  1650. 

Rebecca. 

Mary. 

Other 
Children. 


Thomas 

TOMLINS. 

Died  young. 


Sarah 

TOMLINS, 

daughter 

and 
eventually 
sole  heir. 


Sib  Robsrt 
Jenkikson.  of 

Oxfordshire 
Bart 


A  gwo  the  Earl  of  Liverpool 


iVMr.— One  of  the  daughters  of  Thomas  Cranmbr  and  Anne  Carpenter  married  Dr  Jnirr 

have  been  the  wives 
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DF  CRANMER. 

ri^gits  in  Barleian  MS.  5802,  and  other  AutharUies,'\ 


\  Uohmcs  Hatpibia  of  WiOoughby,  co.  Notts. 


tmoKD  Ckanmkk,  '■ 
hvd  soo.    Collated 
bcbdeacoB  of  Can- 
lirbnry  ^h  March 
Jjj.  Deprived  1554. 
Died  X57<. 


AmfB, 
daughter  of 
—  Saundb, 

of  Kent. 


Janb.  married 

John  Monincs, 

Lieutenant  of 

Dover  Castle. 


Isabel, 

Lady 

Sheppy. 


Anns,  wife  of 
Edmund 

CARTWKICHTt 

of  Ossington, 
CO.  Notts. 


DOROTHT, 

wife  of 
Harkolo 

ROSSBU- 


sCranmss,  =F 


hOMAS  Cranmss,  '• 
of  St  Mildred's, 
Cnterbory,  Gent. 
Died  Z604,  JBL  69. 
M.L 


■  Anns.    She  is  presumed  to  have  been  a  daughter  of       Alicb,  wife  of 

ioHN  Caspbntbk,  of  Rye,  co.  Sussex,  and  aster  of    Thomas  Norton, 
ohn   Carfbntbr,  who   married  Annb,  sister  of         of  Wiltshire. 
^iLUAM  Davison,  Secretary  of  State  to  Queen 
Elisabeth.    Died  16x7. 


Margarbt. 

Baptized 

X585.  Living 

1604. 


■     IZAAK 

WALTON 

See 

Pedigree 

N0.L 


EuzASBm. 

Ihpi«edi574. 
Ifarried,  ly^ 

Aldcandrr 
(otwooD.  Both 

living  1617. 


Jake. 

Baptized 

xsSow 


"I 


Susannah. 
Baptized  ad 

soth  April,  and 

proved  a7th 
November  1635. 


'    Floud, 

of  Canterbury. ' 

Livins  16x7. 

Died  before  1635 

{vUe  Memoir 

of  Walton, 

p.xxi). 


Aknb. 
Baptized 
1581.  Living 
1617,    Mar- 
ried John 
Sbllar, 
B.D. 


SuzABETR.         Anns 
Ion  before      Cranmer. 
Aorfl  1635.       ^le  married 

Mamed  first 

)o«r  Wbu    —  Slanb. 
or  of—,  and 

Viaoiiii        secondly, 

of  Nathaniel 

Sottcrdaaw         South, 

President  cS 
India. 


I 


=  Sir  John 
Clbobury, 

ofBradstone, 
CO.  Devon, 

Bart.    Third 
husband. 
Ob.  X687. 


Robert 

Floud, 

eldest  son. 

Proceeded 

B.A.  at  St 

John's 

Colle^ 

Cambridge, 

x6a7. 

Executor  to 

his  mother 

1635.  Living 

1655. 


J  71 

John  Rachel 

Floui>,     Floud.    Bom 

not  98  in       about  1605. 

1635.  Married  at 

M.A.,  and   St  Mildred's, 

living  iu      Canterbury, 

1655.        Dec  97,  x6a6. 

Buried  at  St 

Dunstan's  in 

the  East,  Aug. 

as,  X640. 

First  wife. 


ir 

See  Pedigree  No.  I. 


SrsAJi  James,  =[=  William  May- 


rETASs, 
*iHhm  and 

bcir. 
SecMdviTe. 


NARO,  second 

son  of  William 

Lord  Maynard, 

executor  to 

Sir  William 

Cranmbr  in 

X697. 


Anne. 

Married  Six 

John  Holt, 

Bart. 


^        I 

Kathbrinb. 

Married 

William 

Bromley,  son  of 

Sir  William 
Bromlby,  K.B. 


Susan. 

Married 

Sir  Thomas 

Trollope, 

Bnrt. 


Mary. 

Married  SiR 

John  Noel, 

of  Kirby,  co. 

Leicester, 

BarU 


Spisuw,  the  pupil  and  friend  of  Hooker  :  and  two  of  his  other  daughtem  are  supposed  to 
"  —  BooTE  and Parry. 
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APPENDIX    TO    THE    MEMOIR 
OF    WALTON. 


Note  A.     [Referred  to  in  p.  xvii.] 

EXTRACTS  FROM  WILLS,  Sic.  OF  PERSONS  OF  THE 
NAME  OF  WALTON, 

IN  THE  bishop's  REGISTRY  AT  LICHFIELD. 

Ralph  Walton  of  the  parish  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  in  Coventry. 
Proved  at  Lichfield  on  the  29th  July  155 1,  by  his  widow,  relict  and 
executrix. 

John  Walton  of  the  parish  of  Woriield.  Proved  at  that  place  26th 
September  1 552,  by  William  Walton,  his  son  and  executor. 

John  Walton  of  Radford.  Proved  at  Coventry  on  the  17th  April 
1553,  by  Thomas  Walton,  his  son  and  executor. 

John  Walton  of  Granborow.  Proved  at  Coventry  on  the  17th  April 
^553*  ^y  Alexander  Walton,  his  son  and  executor. 

Richard  Walton  of  Burton  upon  Trent.  Proved  by  Nicolas  Walton, 
his  son  and  executor,  at  LichBeld,  on  the  6th  September  1555. 

Letters  of  administration  of  the  goods  of  Nicolas  Walton  of  Burton 
upon  Trent,  were  granted  on  the  2 1st  of  January  1556,  at  Lichfield,  to 
Edith  Walton. 

William  Walton  of  the  parish  of  Muccleston.  Proved  at  Lichfield  on 
the  last  day  of  August  1557,  by  Thomas  Walton,  his  son  and  executor. 

Letters  of  administration  of  the  goods  of  Thomas  Walton  of  Alfreton, 
were  granted  to  Isabella,  his  widow,  on  the  i6th  of  September  1557. 

John  Walton  of  the  parish  of  Long  Frith.  Proved  at  Ashboum  17th 
September  1558,  by  Margaret  Walton,  his  relict,  and  Prudence  Walton, 
his  daughter,  the  executrixes. 

Letters  of  administration  of  the  goods  of  Roger  Walton  of  the  parish 
of  Muccleston,  were  granted  to  WUiiam  Walton,  his  son,  at  Stafford,  nth 
April  1559. 

Henry  Walton  of  Bridgenorth.  Proved  at  Lichfield  on  the  20th 
August  1559,  by  Dorothy    .  .  .  .  ,  and  Henry  .  .  .  .  ,  the  executors. 

Richard  Walton  of  the  parish  of  Muccleston.    Proved  by  ...  .  and 
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cxxxviu  APPENDIX  TO  THE 

William  Adams,  the  executors,  at  Stafford,  on  the  5th  day  of  May 
1561. 

Letters  of  administration  of  the  goods  of  William  Walton  of  the 
parish  of  Muccleston,  were  granted  to  Alice,  his  widow,  at  Stafford,  on  the 
19th  day  of  April  1564. 

Edyth  Walton  of  Barton  upon  Trent,  dated  8th  March  1557.  Prored 
at  Lichfield  17th  July  1559,  by  Joanna  and  Agnes,  her  daughters  and 
executrixes.  This  Mrill  is  very  short ;  no  person  of  the  name  of  Walton  are 
mentioned,  nor  is  any  one  designated  a  relation  in  it 

Richard  Walton  of  Marchington  Woodlands,  in  the  parish  of  Han- 
bury,  in  the  county  of  Stafford,  dated  the  last  day  of  October  1557, 
proved  by  Rol)ert  Millwood  [query  Mill  ward]  and  Thomas  Boobye  at 
Uttoxeter,  1566.  The  testator  mentions  his  having  seven  children,  viz. 
Henry,  Margery,  James,  William,  Mary,  Elizabeth,  and  Ellen,  to  each  of 
whom  he  left  a  legacy. 

Alice  Walton  of  Marchington  Woodlands,  dated  22nd  March  1561, 
proved  at  Uttoxeter,  1562,  by  Richard  Walton.  She  mentions  her 
daughters,  Margaret,  Joan,  and  Agnes,  Thomas  Boobye  her  son  in  law, 
and  Richard  Walton. 

George  Walton  of  Yoxall,  dated  loth  February  157a  Proved  by 
Isabella,  his  widow,  7th  April  1571.  He  mentions  his  children,  Denstell 
Walton,  Jervis  Walton,  Anne  Walton,  and  William  Walton.  John  Walton, 
son  of  William  Walton,  Alice  Haslam,  his  daughter,  and  James  Walton, 
his  brother.  He  b  described  in  the  signature  to  the  will,  as  ''  late  Baylie 
of  Yoxall." 

Agnes  Walton  of  the  parish  of  Madeley,  in  the  county  of  Stafford, 
dated  28th  November  1572.  Proved  22nd  April  1573,  by  John  Oflfley.  No 
l)erson  is  described  as  a  relation  in  this  will ;  but  a  John  Waiton  is 
mentioned. 

Thomas  Walton  of  Swiimerton,  dated  7th  January  IJ82.  Proved  in 
1584,  by  Margaret*  his  widowN^He  mentions  his  wife,  Niargaret,  and  his 
children,  Richard,  Thomas,  Robert,  John,  and  Margery. 

William  Walton  of  Stafford,  dated  22nd  April  1604.  Proved  by 
William  Clarke  in  November  following.  He  left  the  whole  of  his  property, 
except  a  few  trifling  legacies,  to  his  son,  William  Walton,  who  is  the  only 
person  of  the  name  of  Walton  mentioned. 

Nicolas  Walton  of  Kettleston.  Proved  at  Ashbonm  on  the  27th 
April  1574,  by  Ellen,  his  widow. 

William  Walton  of  Bowleborough,  was  proved  by  ...  .  Walton 
and  Thomas  .  .  .  .  ,  at  Chesterfield,  the  12th  April  1575. 

Lawrence  Walton  of  the  parish  of  Beighton.  Proved  at  Lichfield 
the  r3th  of  October  1585,  by  Isabella,  his  widow. 

John  Walton  of  the  parish  of  Radford,  proved  at  Coventry,  20th  June 
1597,  by  Francis  Walton,  his  executor. 

Alexander  Walton  of  the  parish  of  Granborowe,  proved  at  Coventry 
20th  June  1597,  by  John  Walton,  his  son  and  executor. 

Letters  of  administration  of  the  goods  of  Robert  Walton,  alias 
Callowe,  of  Birmingham,  were  granted  to  Johanna,  his  widow,  at 
Lichfield,  the  9th  February  1597. 

Letters  of  administration  of  the  goods  of  Nicolas  Walton  of  the 
parish  of  Granborowe,  were  granted  to  Elizabeth,  his  widow,  at  Coventry, 
27th  April  1598. 
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Letters  of  administration  of  the  goods  of  Thomas  Walton  of  the 
parish  of  Swinnerton,  were  granted  to  Richard  Walton  the  elder,  his 
brother,  at  Lichfield,  the  25th  of  August  1598. 

Letters  of  administration  of  the  goods  of  George  Walton  of  the 
parish  of  St  Mary,  Stafford,  were  granted  to  Elizabeth  Walton,  his  widow, 
at  Lichfield,  the  25th  day  of  September  1598. 

Letters  of  administration  of  the  goods  of  Richard  Walton  of  the 
parish  of  Fellongley  were  granted  to  Johanna  Walton,  his  widow,  at 
Lichfield,  26th  May  1599. 

William  Walton  of  the  parish  of  St  Mary,  Stafford.  Proved  at 
Lichfield,  the  9th  day  of  November  1604,  by  William  Starkie,  his  executor. 

On  the  same  day,  the  guardianship  of  William  Walton,  the  son  of , 
the  said  William  Walton  deceased,  was  assigned  to  the  said  William  ' 
Starkie  daring  his  minority,  &c 

Jane  Walton  of  the  town  of  Derby.  Proved  at  Lichfield  29th  January 
1605,  by  Raymond  Firman,  one  of  the  executors. 

John  Walton  of  the  parish  of  Willington.  Proved  by  Richard  his  son 
and  executor,  at  Salop,  12th  May  1605. 

Letters  of  administration  of  the  goods  of  Elizabeth  Walton  of  the 
perish  of  Willington,  were  granted  to  Richsurd  Walton  her  son,  at  Lichfield 
3rd  of  June  1607. 

Letters  of  administration  of  the  goods  of  John  Walton  of  the  parish  of 
Drayton  Bassett,  were  granted  to  Richard  Walton  and  Margery  Wilcox, 
his  brother  and  sister,  the  9th  of  September  1607. 

letters  of  administration  of  the  goods  of  Robert  Walton  of  Seighford, 
were  granted  to  Elizabeth  Walton,  his  widow,  at  Lichfield,  the  15th  of 
December  1607. 

At  the  same  time  letters  of  administration  of  the  coods  of  the  said  de- 
ceased, bequeathed  by  his  will  to  his  son,  John  Walton,  a  minor,  were 
granted  to  the  said  Elizabeth  Walton,  his  mother,  during  his  minority. 

John  Walton  of  Grindon.  Proved  at  Lichfield  31st  May  1609,  by 
Alice,  his  widow,  and  William,  his  son,  the  executors. 

James  Harrison,  alias  Walton,  of  Doveridge.  Proved  at  Lichfield, 
the  20th  April  1 615,  by  Constance,  his  widow  and  executrix. 

At  the  same  time  letters  of  administration  of  the  goods  of  the  said  James 
Harrison,  alias  Walton,  deceased,  given  by  his  will  to  his  children, 
Kathoine,  Anna,  Richard,  and  George  (minors),  were  granted  to  their 
mother,  the  said  Constance  Harrison,  alias  Walton,  during  their 
minority. 

Humfrey  Walton  of  Aston  juxta  Birmingham.  Proved  at  Lichfield 
l6th  day  of  June  16 15,  by  Margerv,  his  widow. 

Letters  of  administration  of  the  goods  of  Thomas  Walton,  alias 
Calix)WE,  of  the  parish  of  Aston  juxta  Birmingham,  were  granted  to 
Maria,  his  relict,  at  Lichfield,  October  25th,  161 5.  Also  the  guardianship, 
&c  oi  his  children,  Maria,  John,  Dorothy,  Margaret,  Margery,  and 
Elizabeth  Walton,  alias  Callowe,  during  their  minority. 

Robert  Walton  of  Sandon.  Dat^  22nd  December  1616,  and  proved 
m  1617,  by  William  Poker,  George  Pulston,  and  Francis  Smith,  the 
executors.  At  the  same  time  the  guardianship  and  letters  of  administration 
of  the  goods  given  by  the  said  deceased  to  his  children,  George,  Elizabeth, 
and  John  Walton,  minors,  were  granted  to  the  said  executors  during  the 
mioority  of  the  said  children. 
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Agnes  Walton  of  the  parish  of  Pinckeston.  Proved  by  William  her 
son  and  executor,  at  Lichfield,  the  20th  February  16 16. 

John  Walton  of  the  parish  of  Pinckeston.  Proved  14th  February 
1616,  by  Agnes  Walton,  his  mother  and  executor. 

James  Walton  of  the  parish  of  Leighe,  proved  at  Lichfield,  12th 
November  1616,  by  Katharine  Walton  his  relict,  one  of  the  executors, 
power  being  reserved  for  William  Walton,  another  executor.  Also  the 
guardianship  of  the  deceased's  children,  Katherine  Walton,  and  James 
Walton,  minors,  being  granted  to  the  said  widow  during  their  minority. 

Isabella  Walton  exhibited  an  inventory  of  the  go^  of  her  deceased 
husband,  William  Walton,  of  Bentley,  on  the  ist  July  161 7. 

John  Walton  of  Leamington  Hastings.  Proved  on  the  30th  July 
16 18,  by  Henry  Walton,  his  son  and  executor. 


Note  B.     [Referred  to  in  pp.  xli.  and  Ixix.] 

The  following  entries  occur  in  Izaak  Walton's  copy  of  the  Book  of 
Common  Prayer,  printed  by  Barker,  London,  1639,  small  folio^  in  the 
possession  of  the  Rev.  Dr  Hawes. 

In  the  handwriting  of  Isaak  Walton  the  elder  : — 

My  dafter  Ann  borne  the  eleventh  of  March,  1647. 
My  last  son  Izaak  borne  the  ^^  of  Sept.  165 1,  at  halfe  an  houre  after 
2  a  Clock  in  the  aftemoone,  being  Sunday,  and  he  was  baptized  in  the 
evening  by  Mr  Thrustros,  in  my  howse  in  darken  well.  Mr  Henry 
Davison,  and  brother  Beacham  were  his  god  fathers,  and  Mrs  Roe  his 
godmother. 

Rachell  Walton  dyed  the  22®  of  August,  about  12  on  that  day,  1640, 
buried  the  25°  day. 

Her  dafter  Ann  borne  the  lo®  of  July,  1640,  dyed  the  ii*>  of  May, 
1642. 

Ann  Walton  senyer  dyed  the  17®  of  Aprill  about  one  a  Clock  in  that 
night,  and  was  buried  in  the  Virgin  Mary  Chappell  in  the  Cathedrall  in 
Worcester,  the  20th  day. 
A  grave  stone  their  laid  over  her,  in  which  this  written  : 
Here  lyeth  buried  so  much  as  could  dye  of  Ann,  the  wife  of  Ixaak 
Walton. 

A  woman  who  was  of  remarkable  prudence 

And 

of  the  primitive  pietie 

Her  greate  and  general  1  knowledg 

Being  adorned  with  such  trew  humiliitie 

And  blest  with  soe  much  Christian 

Meeknes  as  made  her  worthy 

Of  a  more  memorable  monument.     She  dyed 

Alas  !  Alas  !  that  she  is  ded. 

Aprill.  17.  1662. 
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Th  the  handwriting  of  Izaak  Walton  the  younger  : — 

My  father,  Izaak  Walton,  dyed  Dec.  15,  1683. 

Thomas  Ken,  Bp.   of  Bath  and   Wells,   deprived,   dyed    March   19, 
1710-1. 

In  the  handwriting  of  William  Hawkins^  the  biographer  of  Ken  : — 

Dr  William  Hawkins  my  Father  dyed  July  17,  169 1.     W.  H. 
My  sister  Anne  Hawkins  dyed  Aug.  18,  17 15.     I.  W. 
My  uncle,  Mr  Isaac  Walton  Jun.  dyed  December  29,  1719.     W.  H. 
My  sister,  Anne  Hawkins,  died  Nov.  1728.     W.  H. 


Note  C.     [Referred  to  in  p.  Ixx.] 

DR  DONNE'S  (THE  YOUNGER'S)  LAST  WILL  AND 
TESTAMENT.    JULY  21,  1657. 

YKleo»eIiorapn>bo<,u.  ^iSI'cTm^'rt. 

9n  tbe  name  of  ^o5, 9Cmen.  I,  John  Donne,  by  the  mercy  of  Christ  Jesus, 
being  at  this  time  in  good  and  perfect  understanding,  do  hereby  make  my 
last  Will  and  Testament,  in  manner  and  form  following  ;  First,  I  give  my 
good  and  gracious  God  an  intire  sacrifice  of  body  and  soul  with  my  most 
bumble  thanks,  for  that  his  blessed  spirit  imprints  in  me  now  an  assuredness 
of  salvation  of  one,  and  the  resurrection  of  the  other ;  and  for  that  con- 
stant and  cheerful  resolution  which  the  same  spirit  established  in  me,  to 
live  and  dye  in  the  same  religion  established  in  England  by  the  known  law. 
In  expectation  of  the  resurrection,  I  desire  that  my  body  may  be  buried  in 
the  most  private  manner  that  may  be,  in  the  churchyard  of  the  parish- 
where  I  now  live,  without  the  ceremony  of  calling  any  officers.  And  I 
desire  to  be  carried  to  my  grave  by  the  ordinary  bearers  of  the  dead,  with- 
out troubling  any  of  my  friends,  or  letting  them  know  of  my  death  by  any 
means  but  by  being  put  into  the  earth.  And  I  desire  my  executor  to 
interpret  my  meaning  in  this  request  by  my  word,  and  not  by  his  own 
discretion  ;  who,  peradventure,  for  fashion  sake,  and  apprehending  we 
shall  never  meet,  may  think  to  order  things  better  for  my  credit ;  (Gwi  be 
thanked,)  I  have  not  lived  by  juggling,  therefore  I  desire  to  dye  and  be 
buried  without  any  :  and  not  having  (as  I  hope,)  been  burdensome  to  my 
friends  in  my  life,  I  would  not  load  their  shoulders  being  dead.  I  desire 
and  appoint  the  Right  Honourable  Jerome,  Earl  of  Portland,  to  be  my 
executor,  hoping  that  for  all  his  cares  of  me,  and  kindnesses  to  me,  he  will 
undertake  to  see  this  my  Will  punctually  performed,  especially  concerning 
my  burial.  To  the  most  excellent,  good,  kind,  virtuous,  honourable  Lady 
Portland,  I  give  all  the  rest  that  I  have  in  this  Will  unbequeathed :  and  I 
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do  not  this  foolishly  (as  may  at  the  first  sight  appear,)  because  my  lord  is 
my  executor,  but  because  I  know  it  will  please  the  gaiety  of  her  humour, 
which  ought  to  be  preserved  for  all  their  sakes  that  have  the  honour  and 
happiness  to  be  known  unto  her.  To  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lord 
Newport,  I  bequeath  the  picture  of  St  Anthony,  in  a  round  frame.  To 
my  very  good  friend,  Mr  John  Harvy,  the  picture  of  the  Samaritan,  by 
whose  kindness  I  have  been  often  refreshed.  To  my  good  friend,  Mr  Chr. 
Gise,  Sir  Thomas  Moor's  head,  which  upon  my  conscience  I  think  was  not 
more  ingenious  than  his  own.  And  I  write  this  rather  as  a  commemoration 
than  a  legacy,  for  I  have  always  made  a  difference  between  kindnesses  and 
courtesies.  To  Mr  George  Pitt,  I  give  the  picture  of  my  Dutch  Fair,  which 
is  full  of  business,  but  where  there  is  always  room  for  a  kindness.  And  I 
brag  of  the  favours  I  received  from  him,  because  they  came  not  by  chance. 
To  my  cousin,  Henry  Stafford,  son  to  my  kind  friend,  Mr  William  Stafford, 
I  give  all  my  printed  books,  which  although  they  arc  of  no  great  value, 
yet  they  may  seem  proportionable  to  his  youth,  and  may  serve  as  a 
memorial  to  incline  him  to  be  as  indulgent  to  poor  scholars  as  his  £ither 
and  grandfather  have  been  before  him.  And  by  this  means  I  give  not 
only  a  legacy,  but  entail  it  upon  other  men  that  deserve  their  kindness. 
To  my  honourable  friend.  Sir  Allen  Broderick,  I  give  my  cedar  table,  to 
add  a  fragour  to  his  excellent  writing.  To  my  kind  friend,  Mr  Tho. 
Killi^w,  I  give  all  my  doves,  that  something  may  descend  upon  a  courtier 
that  IS  an  emblem  of  kindness  and  truth.  To  my  servant,  Mary  Web,  if 
she  be  with  me  at  the  time  of  my  death,  I  give  all  my  linen  that  belongs  to 
my  personal  use,  and  forty  shillings  above  her  wages,  if  it  does  not  appear 
that  she  hath  occasioned  my  death  ;  which  I  have  often  lived  in  fear  of, 
but  being  alone  could  never  help,  although  I  have  often  complained  of  ray 
sad  condition  to  my  nearest  relations,  'twas  not  fit  to  trouble  others.  To 
Mr  Isaac  Walton,  I  give  all  my  writings  under  my  father's  hand,  which 
may  be  of  some  use  to  his  son,  if  he  makes  him  a  scholar.  To  the 
Reverend  Bishop  of  Chichester,  I  return  that  cabinet  that  was  my  father's, 
now  in  my  dining-room,  and  all  those  papers  which  are  of  authors 
analysed  by  my  father ;  many  of  which  he  hath  already  received  with  his 
Common  Place  Book,  which  I  desire  may  pass  to  Mr  Walton's  son,  as 
being  more  likely  to  have  use  for  such  a  help,  when  his  age  shall  require  it 
These  four  sides  of  this  small  paper  being  written  by  my  own  hand,  I  hope 
will  be  a  sufficient  testimony  that  this  is  my  last  Will  And  such  trivial 
things  were  not  fit  for  a  greater  ceremony  than  my  own  hand  and  seal,  for 
I  have  lived  alwaies  without  all  other  witnesses  but  my  own  conscience, 
and  I  hope  I  have  honestly  discharged  that  I  have  in  a  paper  annexed 
something  at  this  present ;  and  may  do  some  things  hereafter,  which  I 
presume  my  most  honourable  good  Lord  of  Portland  will  see  performed. 

JOHN  DONNE. 

Witnesses :  When  I  made  this  Will  I  was  alone ;  aftcr- 

Marleburgh.  wards  I  desired  my  good  friends,  the  Earl  of 

WilL  Glascocke.  Marleburgh,  and  Mr  Glascocke  to  witness  it 

Which  was  in  Novemb.  the  2*,  1661. 

JOHN  DONNE. 

Non  euro  quid  de  me  Judicet  hrcre.s.     HoR. 
Printed  February  23,  1662 
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Note  D,     [Referred  to  in  p.  Ixxxl] 

(From  Fulman's  MSS.  C,C,C,  Oxon,  vol.  xij.) 

WALTON'S  MEMORANDA  RESPECTING  JOHN  HALES. 

•John  Hales,  the  fourth  sonnc  of  John  Hales  of  High  Church,  neer 
Bath,  in  Somersetshire,  by  Brigide  his  wife,  one  of  the  Goldsbuighs  of 
Knahilly  in  Wiltshire,  was  bom  in  the  City  of  Bath,  where  his  Father 
then  dwelt,  (his  Grandfather  yet  living  at  Highchurch.)  His  parents 
being  of  Gentile  quality,  kept  him  to  school  at  Wells  and  Killmaston  in 
that  countrey,  till  he  was  fit  for  the  universitie  which  was  about  the  thir- 
teenth yeare  of  his  age. 

He  was  admitted  Scholar  of  Corpus  Christi  in  Oxford,  1597,  Ap.  16. 

Bat  being  under  age,  not  then  sworn,  till  Aug.  17,  1599. 

There  he  continued  till  he  was  Bachelor  of  Arts.  Admitt.  Jul.  9,  1603. 
Dcterm.  Lent  following. 

1605.  But  then  by  the  perswasion  of  Sir  Henry  Saville  much  taken  with 
his  excellent  parts,  he  removed  to  Merton  College,  where  he  was  chosen 
Probt  Sept  2.     Admitted  Oct.  9.     Admitted  Fellow,  Oct.  13,  1606. 

He  proceeded  to  his  Master's  Degree.  Admitted  Jun.  20,  1609.  At 
the  Act  1609,  July  10. 

Regius  Professor  of  Greek,  1612,  (potius  1613  or  15.)    Left  it  1619. 

He  left  his  Fellowship  at  Merton  College.  Admitted  Fellow  of  Eton 
College,  May  24,  16 13.      4? 

Chaplain  to  Sir  Dudley  Carleton,  Ambassador  to  the  States ;  and  by 
that  meanes  present  at  the  Synod  of  Dort.     Perhaps  for  that  end. 

Came  to  Dort,  Nov.  13,  1618.  Went  away  about  Feb.  8.  V.  Lett.  pp. 
91*  100,  97. 

In  his  being  there  appeares  no  ground  for  the  story  of  Episcopius  urging 
Job.  3,  16. 

Qu.  Whether  it  were  not  rather  Martinius.     V.  Lett.  pp.  87,  92. 

Insignia.  Johannes  Halesius  Hujus  Coll.  Socius  et  Canonicus  de 
Windsor. 

Vide  HeyL  Life  of  A.  B.  Laud,  p.  362,  and  Parker's  Reproof,  p.  135,  etc. 

Prob.  of  Windsor,  May  (end)  1039. 

Tamed  out  of  his  Fellowship  upon  the  engagement,  1649. 

Musamm  et  Charitum  Amor 

Johaimes  Halesius 

(Nomen  non  tam  Hominis  quam  Scientise^ 

Hie  non  jacet 

At  Lutnm  quod  assumsit  optimum 

Infra  ponitur 


*  TUs  iotelHgence  I  had  from  a  sister  of  his,  bebg  a  widow,  antient,  and  in  want, 
named  Brinde  GulUibrd,  who  came  to  Oxford  to  desire  reliefe,  Jan.  30^  2663.  But  the 
RcgUttr  m  CCC  Old.  diff.  1597,  Ap.  16 :  Johannem  Hales  natum  in  villa  vocat. 
Hichchardi  in  com.  Somer«et.  Badion  et  Wellens.  Dioccs.  aetatis  suae  annum  agentem 
dedaum  tertium  circiter  festum  siTe*  diem  Paschalis  ult.  preterit,  (uti  asseruit)  in 
Piicip.dict.  CoU.  admis. 

*  Easter  Day,  April  19. 1584. 
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Nam  certe  supra  roortales  emicuit 

Monbus  Suavissimis 

Ingenio  subtilissimo  pectore  pleno  sapuit 

Mundo  sublimior 

Adeoque  aptior  Angelorum  cboro 

^tatis  suae  72. 

Impensis  Pet.  Curweni  olim  hujus  Coll 

Alumni  72. 

Hales  was  born,  1584.  Bapt.  in  St  James*  Church,  Bath,  5  May. 
King's  Professor  of  Greek,  by  grant  dated  15  Sept.  161 2,  which  took 
effect  shortly  after  Doctor  Perin  dying  May  3,  161 5. 

The  following  is  an  original  Letter  of  Walton* s^  inserted  in  the  Collections 
about  John  Hales : — 

**  I  have  told  you  that  he  satisfied  many  scruples,  and  in  order  to  what 
followes,  I  must  tell  you  that  a  yeare  or  two  after  the  begimiing  of  the 
long  parliament,  the  citisens  and  many  yong  lecturers  (scollers  of  their 
zeale  and  pich  for  Learning,  and  precedence)  had  got  Mr  Brightman's 
booke  or  Coment  on  the  Revelations  to  be  reprinted  and  greatly  magnified : 
in  which  was  so  many  gros  Errors  and  absurd  conclusions  about  govern- 
ment by  Bishops,  and  other  explications  to  the  humors  and  the  present 
ringleaders  of  the  then  Parliament  (all  whereof  Bri^htman  is  now  proved 
false,  and  that  party  not  yet  ashamed)  with  which  the  lecturers  and  their 
followers  were  so  transported  with  Brightman's  opinion^  that  they 
swallowed  them  without  chawing,  and  all  thought  simple  that  approved 
him  not. 

"About  this  time  comes  a  friend  to  Mr  Hales  (being  a  neighbour 
gentleman,)  and  requests  that  a  kinsman  of  his  that  was  trobled  with  some 
sad  thoughts  and  scruples  might  obtain  a  conference  with  him,  in  order 
to  the  ouieting  of  his  minde :  which  was  redyly  granted  by  Mr  Hales. 
When  tne  perplext  partie  came  to  him  at  the  howre  apo3mted,  Mr  Ha. 
having  taken  him  into  his  study,  and  shut  the  dore  in  order  to  a  private  and 
larg  discourse  with  him,  the  perplext  partie  being  set  down  takes  out  of  his 
pocket  a  bible,  tumes  to  the  profit  Daniell,  reades  a  part  of  one  of  the 
chapters,  askes  the  meaning  of  that,  and  how  it  was  to  be  reconciled  with  t 
part  of  the  revelation  of  St  John.  When  Mr  Ha,  had  heard  him  reade, 
and  heard  him  make  his  queries  or  scruples,  he  told  him,  he  was  mistaken 
in  taking  him  for  a  fit  man  to  satisfie  his  conscience,  and  that  if  he  wood 
be  satisfied  he  must  goe  to  some  of  the  young  devines  now  about  London, 
and  not  come  to  so  old  a  devine  as  he  was,  but  they  wood  doe  it 
readily. 

"About  the  time  he  was  forest  from  the  Lady  Saltrs,  that  family  or 
collage  broke  up,  or  desolv'd,  a  little  before  which  time,  they  were  rcsolv'd 
to  have  Mr  Ha.  picture  taken,  and  to  that  end,  a  picture  maker  had 
promised  to  atend  at  Ricking  to  take  it,  but  fail'd  of  his  time,  and  Mr  Ha. 
being  gone  thence,  dyed  not  long  after.  The  not  having  his  picture  was 
lamented  very  much  by  the  societie  in  w«*  number  the  Bish*  sister  (once 
Mf**  Anne  King,  now  the  Lady  How)  undertooke  boelh  for  theirs  and  her 
owne  satisfaction  to  draw  it,  and  did  so,  in  black  and  white,  boeth 
excellently  well  as  to  the  curiousness  and  as  well  as  to  the  likenes.     Bat 
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before  she  wood  shew  it  to  any  that  knew  either  him  or  herselfe,  she  writ 
nndemeth  it,  this  which  she  ment  to  be  an  Apologie  for  her  under- 
taking it* 

Tnough  by  a  sudden  and  unfeard  surprize, 

I'hou  lately  taken  waxt  from  thy  friends'  eies: 

Even  in  that  instant,  when  they  had  desisn'd 

To  keipe  thee  by  thy  picture  still  in  minde : 

Least  toou  like  others  lose  in  deth's  dark  night 

Shouldst  stealing  hence  vanish  quite  out  of  sight ; 

I  did  contend  with  greater  zeale  then  art^ 

This  shadow  of  my  phansie  to  impart : 

Which  aU  shood  pardon,  when  they  understand 

The  lines  were  figur'd  by  a  woman's  hand, 

Who  had  noe  copy  to  be  guided  by 

But  Hales  imprinted  in  her  memory. 
Thus  ill  cut  Brasses  serve  uppon  a  grave, 
Which  less  resemblance  of  tne  persons  have. 

You  may  take  notice  that  she  is  a  roost  generous  and  ingenious  Lady. 
Greater  frieodship  'twtxt  her  and  Mr  Ha.  she  has  told  me  he  told  her  he 
had  Uv'd  14  da]^  with  bere  and  bred  and  tosts,  in  order  to  try  how  litell 
would  keepe  him  if  he  were  sequestered.  She  told  me  he  would  eate  very 
fully  at  a  diner,  and  of  the  strongest  or  coarsest  of  the  mete  rather  than 
the  finest. 

She  told  me  he  was  never  out  of  Humour  b\it  always  even,  and  humble, 
and  quiet,  never  disturbed  by  any  news,  or  any  losse  or  any  thing  that 
concerned  the  world,  but  much  affected  if  his  friends  were  in  want  or  sick. 
At  his  being  at  Rickkin^  towards  his  later  end  when  he  was  alone  he 
was  usually  reauling  Tho.  i  Xempis,  which  of  a  small  print  he  read  without 
specktacels. 

He  kept  his  opinions  to  himself  especially  towards  his  later  part  of  his 
life :  and  would  often  say  there  was  plainness  in  all  necessary  trewths. 

He  was  Bowser  about  that  time  when  in  the  contest  began  betwixt  the 
King  and  Parliament  (and)  boeth  armies  had  sequestered  the  College  rents : 
so  that  be  could  not  get  money  to  pay  wages  to  the  servants,  or  for  victuals 
for  the  scbollers.  But  after  9  weekes  hiding  himsclfe  to  preserve  the 
college  writings  and  keyes,  he  was  forced  to  appere,  at  the  end  of  whidi 
time,  the  old  woman  that  concealed  him  demanded  but  (>d,  a  weeke  for  his 
browne  bread  and  bere,  which  was  all  his  meate,  and  he  wood  give  her 
12^.  His  concealment  was  so  nere  the  Cottage  or  Highway,  that  he  said 
after,  pleasantly,  those  that  searched  for  him  might  have  smelt  him,  if  he 
had  ^tcn  garlick. 

This  was  told  me  by  Mrs  Powney,  from  whome  Mr  Montague  it  may  be, 
had  (it?)  more  perfectly. 

He  lived  5  yeares  after  he  was  sequestered.  He  dyed  the  19th  of  May, 
Anno  — q — ^  Mrs  Powny,  and  was  by  nis  owne  comand  buried  next  day  in  the 
Church  yeard.  He  had  a  monument  made  for  him  (by  some  friend)  w^  is 
now  in  Eaton  church  yard. 

He  was  not  good  at  any  continuance  to  get  or  save  money  for  himselfe  ; 
yet  he  undertook  to  do  it  for  Sir  H.  Wotton,  who  was  a  neglector  of 
"»ony,  and  Mr  Ha.  told  me  he  had  got  £7/00  together  at  the  time  of  his 
dcth,  a  some  to  which  Sir  H.  had  long  been  a  stranger,  and  would  ever  have 
been  if  he  had  managed  his  owne  money-business.  It  was  happily  got 
Jogethcr  to  bury  him,  and  inable  him  to  doc  some  offices  of  honor,  and 
JQsUce,  and  gratitude,  and  charitie. 
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Mrs  Powny  told  me  Sir  Fra.  Bacon  and  the  Lord  Falkland  came  one 
day  purposely  from  London  to  sup  and  discourse  with  him,  and  retum'd 
early  next  morning. 

Mr  Ha.  like  Paule  at  Damascus,  eate  not  in  3  dayes. 

I  thinke  he  bought  and  gave  the  howse  in  which  he  dyed  to  Mrs 
Pownye's  husband,  who  had  been  his  honest  servant  of  which  — o — 

I  have  heard  that  Mr  Ha.  being  supposed  to  hold  some  neterodox 
opinions,  he,  to  testifie  the  contrary,  did  in  his  sickness  (which  was  not 
long,)  declare  his  beleife  to  his  pupell,  the  Lady  Salter's  son,  whfch  he 
tooke  in  his  writing  from  his  owne  mouth.  This,  Mr  Salter  (who  is  now 
dead,)  told  me  long  since,  and  promised  me  a  Copie  of  it. 

Mr  Montague,  formerly  the  scolem'  of  that  college  and  now  fellow  'ti« 
like  has  it,  and  he  hath  promis'd  me  to  write  and  give  me  what  mater iall 
passages  he  can  rem'  concerning  him,  and  he  will  give  them  to  Mr  Marryot 
if  the  be  cal'd  for. 

He  or  Mrs  Powny  will  answere  all  the  q  as  to  the  yeare  of  his  deth» 
and  who  was  at  the  charge  of  his  monument,  how  long  he  lay  sick,  his 
behaviour  then,  and  what  ells  is  defective  in  theise  collections  gathered  by 
me.  Mrs  Powny  dwells  nere  the  college,  and  Mr  Montague  is  constantly 
in  it  being  now  sickly. 

As  you  reade  this  make  y'  que.  and  let  them  be  gtven  to  me  or  Mr 
Marryot  who  may  get  a  resolution  for  you.    J.  W.  Octo.  20,  73. 

I  diink  the  Lady  Salter  did  many  yeares  since  tell  me  she  had  the  pro- 
fession of  the  beliefe  taken  by  her  son,  Salter,  from  Mr  Hales'  mouth. 
If  she  have  it,  I  will  endeavour  to  get  it  of  her.  Her  Husband's  name  was 
Sir  William,  her  son's  name,  Emund.    (?  William,  see  Will.) 

Then  was  told  this  by  Mr  Anthony  Faringdon,  and  have  heard  it 
discourst  by  others,  that  Mr  Thomas  Cary,  a  poet  of  note,  and  a  great 
libertine  in  his  life  and  talke,  and  one  that  had  in  his  youth  bein  ac- 
quainted with  Mr  Ha.  sent  for  Mr  Hales  to  come  to  him  in  a  dangerous 
fit  of  sickness,  and  desired  his  advice  and  absolution,  which  Mr  Hales, 
uppon  a  promise  of  amendment,  gave  him,  (this  was  I  think  in  the 
country.)  But  Mr  Cary  came  to  London,  fell  to  his  old  company,  and 
into  a  more  visable  scandalous  life,  and  especially  in  his  Discourse,  and  be 
(being?)  taken  very  sick,  that  which  proved  his  last,  and  being  much 
trowbled  in  mind  procured  Mr  Ha.  to  come  to  him  in  this  his  sickness 
and  agony  of  minde,  desyring  earnestly,  after  a  confession  of  many  of 
his  sins  to  have  his  Prayers  and  his  absolution.  Mr  Ha.  told  him  he 
shood  have  his  Prayers,  but  wood  by  noe  meanes  give  him  then  either  the 
sacrament  or  absolution. 


The  folloi^nng  was  communicated  by  N.  Ingelo,  dated,  Eton  Coll.  Oct. 
29,  (1675  ?)  to  Mr  Marriot  The  writer  begs  his  hearty  respects  to  Mr 
Isaac  Walton. 

**Mr  Montague  says,  that  he  (Hales)  gave  an  Explication  of  his  belief 
concerning  the  Trinity  to  Mr  Salter,  according  to  the  Doctrine  of  the 
Church  of  England. 

"  Abp.  Laud  gave  him  the  Preb.  of  Windsor  at  a  publike  Dinner. 

•*Abp.   Laud  also  sent  for  him,   and  told  him  he  might  have  what 
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preferment  he  would ;  and  he  answered,  if  it  please  your  grace  I  have  all 
I  desire. 

"  He  was  made  prebendary  of  Windsor  about  two  years  before  the  Wars, 
and  enjoyed  it  but  two  years. 

**  He  was  not  long  sick  ;  about  a  fortnight,  and  then  not  very  ill,  but 
discoursed  with  all  his  friends  as  freely  as  in  his  Health,  till  within  half 
an  hour  before  his  death,  for  Mr  Montague  was  then  talking  with  him, 
and  left  him  for  half  an  Hour,  and  before  he  returned  he  was  dead,  and 
had  his  perfect  senses  to  the  last  minute. 

"After  he  came  to  Eton,  for  thirty  years  together  he  was  never  hindered 
by  any  sickness  from  studying  constantly  from  5  o'clock  in  the  morning 
till  nighty  seldom  eating  any  Dinner. 

"About  the  time  of  Archb.  Laud's  Death,  he  retired  from  his  Lodgings 
in  the  College  into  a  private  chamber  in  Eton,  where  he  remained  for  a 
quarter  of  a  yeare  unknown  to  any  body,  and  spent  in  that  time  only  6</. 
p  week,  living  only  upon  Bread  &  Beere,  and  as  he  had  formerly  fasted 
nt}m  Tuesday  night  to  Thursday  night,  so  in  that  time  of  his  retirement  he 
absteined  from  his  Bread  &  Beer,  and  when  he  heard  that  Abp.  Laud  was 
murdered,  he  wished  his  head  had  been  cut  off  for  him." 

Then  follows  the  Will ;  with  two  letters  of  Hales  on  Cases  of  Con- 
sdence ;  and  one  or  two  tracts. 


Note  E.     [Referred  to  in  p.  cxvii.] 

BOOKS  IN  THE  CATHEDRAL  LIBRARY,  SALISBURY, 
FORMERLY  BELONGING  TO  IZAAK  WALTON. 

1.  King  James*  Works,  fol.  Lond.  1616.     *  Iz.  Walton^ 

2.  Charon  of  Wisdom,  4to.  Lond.  n.  d.     *  Iznak  IVallon,  price  4f.  6</. 

Nov,  17,  1652.* 

3.  Heylin's  Microcosmus,  4to.  1621.     * Izaak  Walton* 

4.  Heylin*s  Parable  of  the  Tares,  4to.  1659.     *  Izaak  Walton  riven  me 

May  28,  1659,  by  Mr  Richard  Marryot.'* 

5.  Shute*s  Divine  Cordials  in  X  Sermons,  4to.  1644.     *  Izaak  Walton* 

6.  Bishop  Reynolds*  Treatise  of  the  Passions,  ^to.  1640.     *  Itaak  Walton,* 

7.  Dr  Thomas  Fuller,  Abel  Redivivus,  4to.  1 651.     *  Izaak  Walton,* 

8.  Hammond's,  The  Christians  Obligations  to  Peace  and  Charity,  X 

Sermons,  4to.  1649.     *  Izaak  Walton,* 
9-  Camerarius',  Living  Library,  fol.  Lond.  1 62 1.     *  Izaak  Walton,  given 

mee  by  my  very  good  friend 
Ma''  henry ffield,  July  29, 1634.* 
la  R.  Sibb's,  Tlie  Saint*s  Cordiall,  fol.  1658.     'Izaak  Walton,  1682.' 
n.  Pat  Synison*s  Historic  of  the  Church,  4to.  Lond.  1624. 

'Izaak  Walton: 
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12.  Dr  Donne's  Letteni,  4to.  Lond.  165 1.    *  Izaak  Walton? 

13.  Momay,   of   the  Christian    Religion,    4to.    161 7.      *  Izaak    IValUm^ 

Julv  5.  1621/ 

14.  Cowper*s  Heaven  opened,  4to.  1613.    ^  Liber  Izak  Walton, 

15.  Cowley's  Works,  fol.  1674.     *  Isaak  Walton,  1682.* 

16.  Donne's  80  Sermons,  fol.  1640.     '  Izaak  Walton.^ 

17.  Hooker's  Ecdes.  Polirie,  fol.  1666.     *  Izaak  Walton.' 

18.  Ovid's  Metamorphoses,  by  G.  S[andys],  foL  1626. 

*  Izaak  Walton,  pr,  5j.' 

19.  Sibb's  Returning  Backslider,  4to.  Lond.  1650.    On  the  title — 

'  Of  this  blest  man  let  this  just  praise  be  given, 
*  heaven  was  in  hisn^  before  he  Tvas  in  heaven. 

'Izaak  Walton.' 

20.  Eusebius,  Socrates,  and  Evagrios,  Ecclesiastical  Histories,  fol.  Lond. 
1636. 

On  the  flyleaf,  erased,  *  Franeis  Garrard  his  booked 

On  the  title-page,  *  Izaak  Walton.* 

On  the  inside  of  the  cover,  in  Walton's  writing — 

'A*  his  conversion  take  out  of  Jeremy  the  ways  of  man  are  not  in  his  ovnc 
power.' 

Loke  doc'  dones  letter  to  Tilman  * 

And  on  S*  Philip  Sidne>rs  Salms.* 

On  this  booke  foljro  a8  himns  and  psalms  w«k  was  his  holy  recreation  the  latter  part  of 
his  life  and  is  now  ms  imployment  in  heven  where  he  makes  new  diities  in  the  praise  of 
that  god  in  3  persons,  to  whome  be  glorie.  And  his  better  part  is  now  doing  that  in 
heaven  which  was  most  of  his  imployment  on  earth  magnyfving  the  mercies  and  makiug 
himns  and  singing  them,  to  that  god  to  whome  be  glory  and  honor. 

Vew  Hookers  preface ;  and  hooker  236  &  aa^ 

Vew  the  verses  before  Sands  psalms  and  Sir  Tho.  Haukins  his  Horrace  doc  doi» 
letters  and  the  elegies  on  him 

In  heaven  wher  his  imployment  is  to  sing  such  himns  as  he  made  on  erth  in  prase  of 
that  god  to  whome  be  ^ory  and  honor 

His  deth  was  the  prolog  to  joye  and  the  end  of  treble 

Vew  Cbudleys  elegies  and  godolphins  on  doc'  done  where  they  are  scratcht  and  vew 
the  elegies  on  Cartwrite.  * 

Vew  Doc   Cozens  devotions 

Vew  the  complete  woman  of  a  good  grace.    Vew  the  penygerick  on  M**  Harvie 

Make  his  description  that  be  was  i«  for  his  complexion,  then  his  behaviour,  then  his 
stature,  then  his  discourse  in  my  lord  grace  to  the  honor  that  he  was  like  the  dove  with- 
out galL 

doc'  ta^rlor,  living  and  dying 

doc  Pridiex 

M'  Gouldsmithes  poem.    Vossius  then.' 

7  See  Donne's  Poems,  p.  37a,  ed.  Z635.  *  See  p.  369,  iU 

•  See  p.  366.  1  See  ib.  p. 
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Note  F.    [Referred  to  in  p.  cxxiil] 
ACCOUNT  OF  WALTON'S  CHARITIES. 

The  following  statement  occtirs  in  the  parish  charch  of  St  Mary,  at 
Stafford  : — 

"The  Gift  of  M'  Isaac  Walton,  borne  in  y*  Burrough  of  Stafford,  A 
worthy  &  generous  benefactor  to  this  Burrough  as  foUoweth. 

First  y*  said  M'  Walton  in  his  life  tyme  ga^e  a  garden  of  eight  shillings 
a  yearc  in  y«  possession  of  widdow  Tild^ey  to  buy  coales  for  y«  poore 
yearely  about  Christmas. 

Alsoe  3f*  said  M'  Walton  in  his  life  tyme  gave  22  pounds  to  build  a 
stone  wall  about  St  Chad's  church  yard  in  this  Burrough,  and  alsoe  set 
forth  9  boys  apprentices,  and  ga^e  to  each  5  pounds,  viz. 

Samuel  Henshaw  Francis  Battey  Richard  Lees 

Richard  Hanson  John  Boulton  George  Sutton 

Da^el  Bullock  James  Eaton  Adam  Hubt>all 

The  said  M*  Walton  at  his  death  gave  by  his  Will  to  this  Burrough  one 
Messuage  or  Tenement  in  Shalford  in  this  county  w**  all  the  lands 
thereto  belonging  of  the  yearly  value  of  ;f20.  10.  6.  besides  Taxes  and 
Repairs  to  the  use  hereafter  as  in  &  by  his  Will  is  mentioned,  viz.  '*  I 
would  have  &  doe  give  10  pounds  of  the  said  rent  to  bind  out  yearley  2 
boys  y*  sonns  of  honest  &  poore  parents  to  be  apprentices  to  some  trades- 
men or  handicraft  men  to  jr*  intent  jr*  said  boys  may  jr*  better  afterwards 
gett  their  owne  living.  And  I  doe  also  give  5  pounds  yearley  out  of  y* 
said  rent  to  be  given  to  some  maid  servant  y«  hath  attained  y*  age  of  21 
yeares  not  less  &  dwelt  long  in  one  service  or  to  some  honest  poore  Man's 
daughter  y*  bath  attained  to  y'  age  to  bee  paid  her  at  or  on  y«  day  of  her 
marriage.  And  this  being  done  my  will  is,  that  what  rent  shidl  remaine  of 
y*  said  farme  or  land  shall  be  disposed  of  as  foUoweth.  First  I  doe  give 
yearley  20  shillings  to  bee  by  the  Major  of  Stafford  and  those  that  shall 
collect  the  said  rent  and  dispose  of  it  as  I  have  or  shall  hereafter  direct 
And  that  what  money  or  rent  shall  remain  undisposed  of  shall  bee  em- 
ployed to  bny  coles  for  some  poore  people  that  shall  most  need  them  in 
the  said  town  :  the  said  coales  to  bee  delivered  in  the  last  weeke  in  January 
or  every  first  weeke  in  February  I  say  then  because  I  take  that  tyme  to 
bee  the  hardest  and  most  pincheinge  tyme  with  poore  people." 

Before  inserting  the  following  account  of  the  present  state  of  those 
Charities,  from  a  pamphlet  which  was  published  about  twenty-seven  years 
ago,  *  it  must  be  observed,  that  the  farm  there  mentioned  did  not  become 
the  property  of  the  Corporation  of  Stafford  until  the  death  of  Canon 
Walton  in  1719. 

"This  farm  is  now  [1808]  let  at  the  yearly  rent  of  ;£'8o,  and,  excepting 
the  application  of  the  money  directed  to  be  given  to  some  maid  servant  or 
poor  man's  daughter,  I  believe  that  the  trusts  of  the  will  have  for  some 
years  past  been  complied  with.  With  respect  to  that  sum,  it  has  been  the 
practice  almost  invariably  for  the  mayor  to  give  it  to  his  own  servant, 
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without  even  considering,  in  some  instances  the  time  she  may  have 
continued  in  her  service. 

"Upon  St  Thomas's  day  last,  the  only  application  made  was  by  the 
mayor  s  servant,  so  useless  is  it  supposed  to  be  to  oppose  the  pretensions 
of  a  person  ckiming  the  money  under  such  authority. 

**lt  seems  to  have  been  the  intention  of  Mr  Walton,  that  whether  the 
money  be  given  to  a  servant  or  poor  man's  daughter,  it  should  be  paid  on 
the  day  of  her  marriage ;  but  admitting  that  construction  of  his  words  to 
be  vrrong,  to  bestow  it  upon  a  servant  who  has  not  *  dwell  long  in  one 
service'  is  certainly  incorrect  That  the  mayor's  servant  may  sometimes 
be  as  weU  entitled  to  it  as  any  other  person  is  not  to  be  disputed,  but  that 
it  should  so  happen  nine  years  out  of  ten,  is  somewhat  too  improbable  to 
obtain  belief ;  and  such  a  disposition  of  this  charity  must  unquestionably 
create  a  suspicion  as  to  the  motives  of  the  gift  which,  it  is  to  be  presumed, 
the  chief  magistrate  of  a  town  would  be  desirous  of  avoiding." — P.  41,  42. 

The  author  of  the  pamphlet  next  proceeds  to  describe  Startin's  charity, 
and  Mr  Walton's  gift  m  his  lifetime. 

**  Richard  Startin,  who  was  a  baker  in  Stafford,  gave  jf  60  to  the  corpo- 
ration to  be  put  out  at  interest,  and  to  be  applied  and  given  weekly  in  bread 
for  ever,  in  the  parish  church  of  St  Mary.  By  the  advice,  and  with  the 
assistance  of  Mr  Isaac  Walton,  the  money  was  laid  out  in  the  year  1672 
in  the  purchase  of  a  fee-farm  rent  of  ;^3,  dr.  &/.  payable  to  the  crown  firom 
the  borough.  In  a  deed  made  in  the  following  year,  to  which  Mr  Walton 
and  the  corporation  were  parties,  it  is  stated  that  by  the  will  of  Mr  Startin 
£2^  I2r.  only  were  to  be  paid  to  Uie  poor,  and  that  the  corporation  had,  at 
Mr  Walton's  request,  agreed  to  apply  the  surplus  of  the  fee-farm  rent 
(being  14J.)  in  the  purchase  of  coals  for  the  poor.  By  that  deed,  and,  it 
should  seem,  in  order  to  induce  the  corporation  to  accede  to  his  wishes, 
Mr  Walton  granted  to  them  a  garden  near  the  gaol  (as  it  then  stood),  in 
trust  that  the  rent  should  be  disposed  of  by  the  mayor  with  the  alderman 
and  church- wardens  of  the  parish  of  St  Mary's,  *  towards  the  buying  of 
coals  for  the  poor  of  the  borough  of  Stafford,  according  to  the  discretion  of 
the  mayor,  &c.  at  two  days  in  the  year ;  viz.  one  half  of  the  coals  to  be 
given  at  or  before  St  Thomas's  day,  and  the  other  half  at  the  Purification 
of  the  Blessed  Virgin  Mary.'  It  was  also  provided,  that  in  case  the  coals 
were  not  disposed  of  as  directed,  the  rent  of  the  garden  should  be  paid  to 
the  church-wardens  of  the  parish  of  St  Chad,  either  to  keep  in  repair  the 
wall  of  St  Chad's  church,  or  to  buy  coals  for  the  poor  of  the  parish,  at 
their  discretion.  Mr  Walton's  suspicions  that  the  trusts,  which  he  had 
reposed  in  the  corporation,  might  in  after-times  be  disregarded,  app>ear  as 
well  by  this  deed  as  by  his  will,  and  even  the  members  of  that  body  must 
admit  that  they  were  but  too  well  founded.  In  the  gift  of  both  charities  he 
prudently  endeavoured  to  guard  against  their  abuse;  but  neither  his 
exhortations  to  his  trustees  to  a  faithful  discharge  of  their  duty,  nor  the 
condition  which  he  annexed  to  the  non-conformance  of  it,  seem  to  have 
had  any  effect.  Of  part  of  the  garden,  upon  which  four  cottages  have  been 
erected,  two  leases,  each  for  ninety-nine  years,  have  been  made,  and  none 
of  the  rent  has  been  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  coals ;  neither  has  the 
surplus  of  the  fee-farm  rent  been  applied  for  that  purp>ose.  For  the  amount 
of  those  sums,  the  corporation  will  therefore  have  to  account ;  of  the 
money  appropriated  to  the  purchase  of  bread,  I/,  is  laid  out  weeldy  ;  and 
the  bread  is  given  away  in  St  Mary's  church  on  a  Sunday." 
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Since  that  statement  was  written,  the  following  remarks  on  the  subject 
bave  been  communicated  to  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  by  an  intelligent 
correspondent : — 

"  The  estate  has  not  hitherto  been  forfeited,  although  as  appears  from 
the  Report  of  the  Commissioners  appointed  to  inquire  into  Public  Charities 
(wherein  it  is  particularly  described,)  complaints  have  occasionally  been 
nuule  that  the  money  was  not  distributed  with  perfect  impartiality.  The 
subjoined  accounts  of  the  manner  in  which  the  receipts  have  been  ex- 
pended in  one  or  two  recent  instances  are  from  the  Stafford  Newspaper. 
*  This  week  has  been  dispensed  to  the  poor  of  the  Borough  of  Stafford  the 
bounty  of  the  celebrated  and  ingenious  Izaak  Walton,  a  native  of  the 
place,  who  bequeathed  a  portion  of  the  "rents  and  profits  of  a  farme"  for 
the  purchase  of  coals  **for  some  poor  people,'*  to  be  delivered  in  January 
or  February.  "I  say  tfun,**  run  the  words  of  the  humane  testator, 
**  because  I  take  that  time  to  be  the  hardest  and  most  pinching  time  with 
poor  people."  The  farm  in  question  is  now  of  considerable  value,  bringing 
in,  we  believe,  about  8a/.  a  year,  and  after  deducting  a  moiety  of  the 
profits  directed  to  be  applied  to  the  apprenticing  of  two  boys,  and  in  a 
gift  to  a  maid  servant,  or  some  honest  poor  man's  daughter,  a  sufficient 
sum  has  this  year  remained  for  the  purchase  of  a  small  allowance  of  coal 
to  almost  every  poor  family,  which  has  this  week  been  distributed.' — 
Staffordshire  Advertiser,  27th  January  1827. 

*On  Monday  last  (Sunday  being  St  Thomas's  Day)  the  Corporation 
of  this  borough,  in  pursuance  of  the  will  of  "  good  old  Izaak  Walton,"  gave 
5/.  each  with  the  son  of  Charles  Smith's  widow,  and  the  son  of  William 
Pilsbury,  on  their  being  bound  apprentices  ;  also  5/.  to  Martha  Smith,  for 
long  servitude  in  one  place  and  general  good  conduct,  and  40;.  each  to  ten 
burgesses  of  this  borough.* — Ibid,  27  Dec.  1828." — Gentleman's  Magazine, 
vol  xdx.  pt  ii.  p.  III. 


Note  G. 

LIST  OF  PORTRAITS  OF  WALTON'S  FAMILY, 

IN  THE  POSSESSION  OF  HIS  DESCENDANT,   THE   REV.   DR  HAWES, 
AT  SAUSBURY,   JUNE   1836. 

Izaak  Walton,  by  Housman,  aet.  79. 

a  crayon  drawing,  set.  82, 

Izaak  Walton,  Jun.  by  A.  Bega. 

Dr  Hawkins,  by 

Mrs  Hawkins,  Daughter  of  Izaak  Walton,  by  Horn  man. 

Anne  Hawkins,  Daughter  of  the  above. 

William  Hawkins,  Esq. 

His  Wife. 

Bbhop  Ken,  by  F.  Skiffer. 
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Note  H. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  PARISH  BOOKS  OF  ST  DUNSTAN'S 
IN  THE  WEST,  AND  FROM  THE  REGISTERS  OF  THAT 
PARISH. 

In  1627,  1628,  1629,  1630,  1631,  1632,  and  1640,  Izaak  Walton  resided 
in  Chancery  Lane  about  the  seventh  or  eighth  house  from  Fleet  Street,  and 
paid  2s.  %d,  to  the  scavenger's  rate.  His  house  was  never  described  as  a 
shop. 

He  was  nominated  on  the  petty  jury  on  St  Thomas's  Day,  1628. 

He  was  presented  for  the  office  of  scavenger  for  the  parish  of  St 
Dunstan's,  21st  December,  1632. 

He  was  on  the  grand  jury  in  1633,  and  2 1st  December,  1638. 

He  was  on  the  wardmote  inquest  of  the  parish  of  St  Dunstan*s  on  the 
20th  December,  1636,  and  was  then  appointed  a  constable. 

On  the  1 8th  April,  1639,  Isaak  Walton  and  Daniel  Holtenby  were 
elected  overseers  of  the  poor  and  sidemen  to  serve  for  the  year  ensuing. 

He  and  others  were  elected  vestrymen  in  February  1639-40,  and  he  was 
appointed  examiner  of  St  Dunstan's  on  the  27tli  August,  1641. 

He  was  also  on  the  vestrv  in  February  1643-4. 

At  a  vestry  holden  20th  August,  1644,  divers  persons  were  chosen 
vestrymen  in  the  room  of  Thomas  Taglis,  &c.  and  **  Isaak  Walton,  lately 
departed  out  of  this  parish,  and  dwelling  elsewhere.'' 


EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  REGISTERS  OF  ST  DUNSTAN'S 
IN  THE  WEST. 


1627.  Dec.  19.  Izacke,  the  sonne  of  Isack  Walton,  was  baptized  out 
of  Chancery  Lane. 

1629.  July  23.    John,  the  sonn  of  Isaack  Walton,  was  baptized. 

i63o[i  j.  Jan.  20.    Thomas,  sonne  of  Isaack  Walton,  baptized. 

i63o[iJ.  Mar.  6.  Thomas,  sonne  of  Isaack  Walton,  was  buried  out  of 
Chancery  Lane. 

1 63 1.  Mar.  28.  Isaac  Walton,  sonne  of  Isaac  Walton,  was  buried  out 
of  Chancery  Lane. 

1632.  Oct  12.    Henry,  sonne  of  Isaac  Walton,  was  baptized. 

1632.  Oct.  17.  Henry,  sonne  of  Mr  Isacke  Walton,  was  buried  out 
of  Chancery  Lane. 

i633[4].  Mar.  21.  Henry,  sonne  of  Isaac  Walton,  was  baptized  out  of 
Fleet  Street. 

1634.  Dec  4.     Henry,  sonne  of  Isacke  Walton,  buried. 

1637.  Aug.  19,     William,  sonn  of  Izack  Walton,  was  burie<l. 

1640.  Aug.  25.     Rachell,  wife  of  Isaack  Walton,  was  buried. 

1642.  May  13.     Anne,  daughter  of  Isaac  Walton,  was  buried. 
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OTHER  ENTRIES  OF  THE  NAME  OF  WALTON. 

1607.  June  3.    Ellin  Walton,  from  Fewter  Lane  buried. 
1620.  June  27.    Jeffrey  Walton,  Gent,  was  buried. 

1622.  Nov.  19.  Mary,  dau^rhter  of  Thomas  Walton  and  Mary  his  wife, 
baptized. 

1623.  ^^^  14-  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Thomas  Walton  and  Mary  his 
wife,  baptized. 

1625.  Sept.  4.  Alice,  daughter  of  Thomas  Walton,  was  buried  out  of 
Fetter  Lane. 

1625.  Sept  28.    Thomas  Walton  buried  out  of  Fetter  Lane, 
1630.  Nov.  C8.     Sara,  the  daughter  of  John  Walton,  was  baptized. 
163a    Dec   II.     Sara,  daughter  of  John  Walton,  was  buried  out  of 

Fleet  Street. 

163a  Feb.  2Q.  William  Walton  and  Alice  Chapman  married  by  banns. 

1632.  Aug.  8.  Margaret,  daughter  of  John  Walton,  baptized. 

1632.  Oct.  2.  Margaret  daughter  of  John  Walton,  buried  out  of 
Fleet  Street. 

1641.  Sept.  14.  William  Walton  was  buried. 

It  appears  from  these  extracts,  which  were  not  discovered  until  very 
recently,  that  Izaak  Walton  had  four  children  besides  those  mentioned  in 
the  pedigree  in  the  Appendix,  No.  I.  ;  namely,  Izaak,  bom  in  December 
1627,  who  died  in  March  163 1 ;  John,  bom  in  July  1629,  of  whom  nothing 
more  is  known,  and  who  {frolxibly  died  very  young ;  Thomas,  who  was 
bora  in  January,  and  died  in  March  1 630-1 ;  and  William,  who  died  in 
August  1637. 

The  regisiter  of  St  Dunstan's  contains  also  notices  of  the  following 
persons,  who  were  probably  related  to  those  of  the  same  names  mentioned 
byWalton, 

16 ic^  April  22.    Jane  Marriott,  widow,  Fewter  Lane,  buried. 

1622.  April  9.    ^hn,  the  sonne  of  John  Marriott,  stationer,  buried. 

1628.  March  25.  John,  son  of  John  Marriott,  was  buried  out  of  the 
Gardens  in  Fetter  Lane. 

1628.  August  29.  Edward,  son  of  John  Marriott,  (buried)  out  of  the 
Gardens. 

1626.  May  15.     Mary,  the  daughter  of  John  Marriott,  baptized. 
1629(30].     March    2.      Elizabeth,   daughter    of  John    Marriott,   was 

baptized. 

1634.  April  17.  Valentine  and  Sarah,  sonne  and  daughter  of  John 
Marriott,  baptized. 

1635.  Apnl  17.     Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John  Marriott,  buried. 
1638.  September  7.    Ann,  daughter  of  Richard  Marriott^  was  buried. 
1649.  January  23.     Elizabeth,  wife  of  John  Marriott,  bookseller. 

1656.  July  12.     Richard  Marriott,  infant,  buried  out  of  Crane  Court  in 
the  churchyard. 
1613.  April  17.    John  Grinsells,  son  of  Thomas  Grinsells,  buried. 
160^.  July  8.     Thomas,  a  chrizom  child  of  Thomas  Grinsells,  buried. 
1609.  October  24.    Walter,  sonne  of  Thomas  Grinsell,  buried. 
1644.  March  5.    Mr  Thomas  Grensells  was  buried. 
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1647.  October  2.  Mrs  Ann  Griosell,  widow,  buried  in  the  body  of  the 
church. 

1621.  July  15.     Francis,  son  of  John  Cranmer,  buried. 

162 1.  December  8.     Humphry  Cranmer  buried. 

1 63 1.  November  8.  Samuel,  son  of  Mr  Francis  Underbill,  buried  out 
of  White's  Alley. 

1635.  January  23.     Francis  Underbill  buried. 


Note  I, 

Extracts  from  the  Registers  of  St  Mary^  Stafford, 

Jun.  1564.  Baptizatus  fuit  Edwardus  Walton  filius  Willielmi  Walton, 
et  Agnetis  uxoris  ejus  prime  die  mensis  et  anni  praedictorum. 

Jan.  1579.  Baptizata  fuit  Elizabetha  filia  illegitima  Margarets  Phil- 
llppes  ex  fomicano  concubitu  cum  quodam  Francisco  Waltune  ut  dicit, 
sexto  die  mensis  Januarii. 

Sept.  1593.  Baptizatus  fuit  Isack  filius  Jervis  Walton  xxj  die  mensis 
et  anni  praedictorum. 

Oct.  1593.  Sepultus  fuit  Ricardus  Walton  lethaliter  vulneratus  decimo 
quarto  die  Octobris. 

Mar.  1595.  Sepultus  fuit  Ambrosius  filius  Jervis  Walton  tertio  die 
mensis  et  anni  prsedictorum. 

Feb.  1596.    Sepultus  fuit  Jarvicius  W^alton  xj*  die  mensis  praedictL 

Mar.  1597.  Sepultus  fuit  Geoigius  Walton  xxiiij^  die  mensis  et  anni 
praedictorum. 

Sept.  1605.  Matrimonium  solemnizatum  fuit  ii"  ..  Johannem  Forde  et 
Elizabetham  Walton  quarto  die  Septembris  anno  1 605. 

Jun.  1606.  Baptizata  fuit  Elizabetha  filia  Johannis  Walton  et  Eliza- 
bethae  uxoris  ejus  quarto  die  Junii  an.  1606. 

Feb.  161 3.  Baptizata  fuit  Helena  filia  Johannis  Walton  et  Elizabeths 
uxoris  ejus  decimo  die  Februarii,  161 3. 


Note  K. 


With  reference  to  the  early  part  of  the  Walton  pedigree,  it  may  be 
observed  tliat  it  is  extremely  probable  that  George  Walton  was  a  younger 
son  of  Henry  Walton  of  Dovebridge,  by  Margaret,  daughter  of  Henry. 
and  sister  of  John  Milward  of  that  place,  whose  descendants  are  mentioned 
in  Izaak  Walton's  will.  George  Walton,  of  Yoxhall  above  mentioned, 
died  in  1571  ;  and  it  appears  from  his  will,  which  was  dated  on  the  loih  of 
February,  and  proved  by  Isabella  his  widow  on  the  7th  of  April  in  the 
same  year,  that  he  had  three  sons,  Denstell,  Jervis,  and  William  ;  and  two 
daughters,  Anne  and  Alice,  the  latter  of  whom  was  then  the  wife  of  a  person 
of  the  name  of  Haslam.  Extracts  from  the  wills  of  several  persons  of  the 
name  of  Walton  will  be  found  in  Note  A. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


MEMOIR  OF  WALTOJ^.  dv 

Note  L. 

The  following  is  a  full  abstract  of  the  will  of  "Samuel  Walton,  of  St 
Mary's  Cray,  in  Kent,  gentleman,"  dated  on  the  2nd  of  April  1 63 1,  and 
proved  at  Doctors'  Commons  on  the  9th  of  the  same  month.  He  be- 
queathed to  his  uncle  John  Walton,  of  Mathfield,  in  the  county  of  Stafford, 
yeoman,  an  annuity  of  five  pounds ;  to  his  brother-in-law,  Henry  King,  of 
Foster  Lane,  London,  gentleman,  and  John  King,  of  Fleet  Street,  London, 
gentleman ;  to  his  sister-in-law,  Elizabeth  Long,  of  Bury  St  Edmunds ;  to 
his ''kinsman,**  George  Rowell,  citizen  and  upholder  of  London;  to  his 
cousin,  Anne  Brookhouse,  of  Bubton  in  the  county  of  Derby,  sister  of  the 
said  Cieorge  Rowell,  and  wife  of  Robert  Brookhouse,  husbsmdman ;  to  his 
cousin,  Thomas  Kerobyn,  of  Burton,  in  the  county  of  Stafford,  chirurgeon ; 
to  his  cousin  Anne  Aldridge,  sister  of  the  said  Thomas  Kerob3m,  and 
wife  of  Robert  Aldridge,  gentleman,  of  Burton,  a  gift  of  thirty  shillings 
each :  to  his  cousin  and  late  servant,  William  Walton,  of  Bromley,  in 
Kent,  yeoman,  a  house  and  garden  in  Bromley,  which  was  purchased  by 
the  testator's  late  father,  Henry  Walton,  citizen  and  clothworker,  of 
London :  to  his  cousin,  Margaret  Burrows,  of  Ashboum,  in  the  county  of 
Derby,  widow,  and  to  his  cousin,  Matthew  Andrews,  of  Mathfield,  a  gift 
of  thirty  shillings  each  ;  to  Elizabeth  Chatfield,  of  Bermondsey  Street,  in 
SoQthwark,  wife  of  William  Chatfield,  twenty  shillings;  to  his  tenant, 
Ellen  Hobson,  of  Bromley,  widow,  thirty  shillings ;  and  he  appointed  his 
cousin,  Henry  Walton,  of  Whitechapel,  citizen  and  haberdasher,  his 
residuary  legatee  and  sole  executor. 

The  other  reasons  for  supposing  that  Izaak  Walton  was  apprenticed  to 
Henry  Walton  of  Whitechapel,  besides  those  already  mentioned,  are  his 
fiiendship  with  the  family  of  King ;  his  having  become  connected  with 
the  county  of  Kent,  in  which  Samuel  Walton  resided  and  had  property ; 
and  his  having  called  two  of  his  children  by  the  baptismal  name  of  Henry y 
a  mark  of  respect  which  he  is  very  likely  to  have  shown  to  his  master  and 
kinsman. 

NOTE   M. 

Since  the  Memoir  of  Walton  was  printed,  the  following  Deed,  to  which 
he  was  a  party,  has  been  obligingly  communicated  by  lliomas  B.  Chinn, 
of  Dchfietd,  Esq.  It  appears  from  it^  that  in  December  1658,  Walton 
was  at  Worson  Farm,  in  the  parish  of  St  Mary's,  in  Stafford. 

This  Indenture  Tripertite  made  the  second  day  of  December  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  God  accordinge  to  the  Englbhe  accompt  one  thousand 
sii  hundred  and  fifty  eight  between  Mary  Fitzwilliams  of  Malpas  in  the 
County  of  Chester  Widdowe  Walter  Heveningham  of  Aston  neare  Stone 
m  the  county  of  Stafford  Esc^uire  and  Isaacke  Walton  of  Worson  Farme 
in  the  parish  of  St  Marye's  m  Staffbrde  in  the  county  of  Stafforde  Gent, 
and  Raphe  Smith  of  Stone  aforesaid  Gent,  of  the  first  part.  Francis 
Bagshawe  of  the  Middle  Temple  London  Esq.  and  Richard  Bold  servant 
to  the  said  Francis  Bagshawe  of  the  second  part  and  William  Chetwinde 
of  Rugelcy  in  the  said  county  of  Stafford  Esouire  and  Edward  Arblaster 
of  Longston  in  the  said  county  of  Stafford  Esquire  of  the  third  part 
Witnesskth  that  for  and  in  consideracion  of  the  summe  of  tenne  pounds 
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of  lawfuU  English  money  by  the  said  Francis  Bagshawe  and  Richard  Bold 
to  the  said  Mary  FitzwUliams  Walter  Heveningnam  Isaacke  Walton  and 
Raphe  Smith  in  hand  paid  whereof  they  and  every  of  them  doe  hereby 
confesse  the  Receipt  and  thereof  acquitt  the  said  Francis  Bawshawe  and 
Richard  Bold  their  heires  executors  and  administrators  for  ever  by  theise 
presents.  They  the  said  Mary  Fitzwilliams  Walter  Heveningham  Isaacke 
Walton  and  Raphe  Smith  have  granted  bargained  and  sold  and  by  theise 
presents  doe  grant  bargain  and  sell  to  the  said  Francis  Bagshawe  and 
Richard  Bold  and  theire  Heires  all  and  every  the  Messuages  Cottages 
Lands  Tenements  Meadowes  Leasowe»  Pastures  Rents  Reversions  Re- 
mainders Services  and  Hereditaments  whatsoever  with  theire  and  every 
of  theire  Appurtenants  of  them  the  said  Mary  Fitzwilliams  Walter 
Heveningham  Isaacke  Walton  and  Raphe  Smithe  and  every  of  them 
situate  l3nnge  and  beinge  at  Bljrminhall  otherwise  Blimhill  and  Brynton 
in  the  said  County  of  Staiforde  or  either  of  them  And  also  all  that  the 
moity  of  the  Mannor  Lordship  or  Farme  of  Creswell  situate  lyinge  and 
beinge  or  reputed  to  be  situate  lyinge  and  beinge  in  the  parish  of  St 
Marye's  in  Stafforde  aforesaid  and  the  moity  of  all  and  every  the  Messuages 
Houses  Buildings  Lands  Tenements  Meadowes  Leasowes  Pastures  Rents 
Revertions  Remainders  Fishinges  Services  and  Hereditaments  whatsoever 
with  theire  and  every  of  theire  Appurtenants  to  the  said  Mannor  Lordship 
or  Farme  of  Creswell  aforesaid  belonginge  or  in  an3rwise  appertejminge  or 
to  or  with  the  same  usually  used  demised  occupied  or  enjoyed  or  reputed 
taken  or  knowne  as  part  parcell  or  member  thereof  To  have  and  to 
HOLDS  the  said  Messuages  Lands  Meadowes  Pastures  Moity  of  the  said 
Mannor  Lordship|>e  or  Farme  and  all  and  singular  the  premises  with 
theire  and  every  of  theire  Appurtenants  to  the  said  Francis  Bagshawe  and 
Richard  Bold  and  theire  Heires  to  the  use  of  the  said  Francis  Bagshawe 
and  Richard  Bold  and  theire  Heires.  Nevertheless  upon  this  speciall 
trust  and  confidence  and  to  the  intent  and  purpose  that  they  the  said 
Francis  Bagshawe  and  Richard  Bold  may  become  perfect  Tenants  of  the 
Freehold  to  the  intent  a  good  and  perfect  common  Recovery  may  be  had 
and  suffered  of  all  and  singular  the  said  Messuages  Lands  and  premises  in 
which  said  Recovery  the  said  William  Chetwinde  and  Edward  Arblaster 
shall  be  demandants  the  said  Francis  Bagshawe  and  Richard  Bold  shall  be 
the  Tenants  who  shall  appeare  and  enter  into  warrantie  and  vouch  over 
the  said  Mary  Fitzwilliams  who  shall  also  appeare  and  enter  into  warrantie 
and  vouch  over  the  common  vouchee  who  shall  also  appeare  enter  into 
warrantie  imparte  and  make  default  and  thereuppon  a  good  and  perfect 
common  Recovery  may  be  had  and  suffered  of  the  same  manor  and 
premises  accordinge  to  the  usuall  course  of  sufferinge  of  common  Recoveryes 
in  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  at  Westminster.  And  it  is  declared  by 
theise  presents  and  all  the  parties  to  the  same  and  the  said  Mary  Fitzwilliams 
for  her  and  her  heires  doth  declare  that  the  said  Recovery  shall  be  and 
inure  and  the  said  William  Chetwinde  and  Edward  Arblaster  and  theire 
heires  shall  stand  and  be  seized  of  the  said  messuages  lands  and  premises 
to  the  use  of  them  the  said  William  Chetwind  and  Edward  Arblaster  their 
heires  and  assignes  for  ever.  In  witness  whereof  the  said  parties  to 
theise  presents  have  interchangeably  putt  to  theire  hands  and  seals  1658. 

Mary  Ffitzwilliam.  Wa.  Heveningham. 

IzAAK  Walton.  Ralph  Smythe. 
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Sealed  and  delivered  by  the  within-named  Mary  Fitzwilliams  and 
Walter  Hcveningham  in  the  presence  of  Mary  Flunkett,  Oswald 
EyKks,  The  X  mark  of  John  Curtis.  Sealed  and  delivered  by  the 
within-named  Isaacke  Walton  in  the  presence  of  Rt.  Milward,  Wa. 
HiGGES.  Sealed  and  delivered  by  the  within-named  Raphe  Smith  in 
the  presence  of  Cr.  Heveningham,  William  Cartwright. 

Indorsed. — A  Deed  inrolled  between  Mary  Fitzwilliam  Walter  Heven- 
ingham Isaac  Walton  and  Ralph  Smith  of  the  1st  part  Francis  Bagshawe 
ai^  Richard  Bold  of  the  2nd  part  and  William  Chetwynde  and  Edward 
Arblaster  of  the  3rd  part  in  oraer  to  suffer  a  Common  Recovery  2nd  Dec. 
1658.  Inrolled  in  the  Close  Rolls  in  Chancery  the'six-and-twentieth  day 
of  January  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1658  by  Humfrey  Jaggard. 

There  was  no  impression  on  the  wax  of  Walton's  seal,  and  judging  from 
its  perfect  state,  none  could  ever  have  been  made  on  it. 
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To  the  Right  ffenouraiU 

GEORGE  JOHN  LORD  VERNON 

Baron  of  KincUrton  in  the  County  of  Chester 

the  following  Memoir  is  respectfully  inscribed 

by  his  obliged  and  faithful  servant 

N.  HARRIS  NICOLAS. 


August  1836. 
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"  All  he  desires,  all  Uuit  he  would  demand, 
Is  only  that  some  amicable  hand 
Would  but  irriguate  his  fading  bays 
With  due,  and  only  with  dcsenred  praise." 

The  £unily  of  Cotton,  of  which  the  subject  of  this  memoir  was  a 
younger  branch,  is  both  ancient  and  honourable ;  and  his  immediate 
ancestor,  Sir  Richard  Cotton,  Comptroller  of  the  Household  and 
Privy  Councillor  to  Edward  the  Sixth,  was  settled  at  Warblenton, 
in  the  county  of  Sussex,  and  at  Bedhampton,  in  Hampshire.*  His 
grandfather,  Sir  George  Cotton,  who  <Ued  in  1613,  left  issue  by 
Cassandra  ,  Mac  William,*  his  wife,  two  children,  Charles  and 
Cassandra.  The  latter  died  unmarried  before  the  year  1649,  ^"^ 
an  elegy  was  written  on  her  decease  by  the  friend  of  her  fkther 
and  brother.  Colonel  Richard  Lovelace.^ 

Charles  Cotton,  the  father  of  the  poet,  and  the  only  son  of  Sir 
George  Cotton,  is  said  to  have  lived  at  Ovingdean  in  Sussex ;  but 
living  married  Olive,  the  daughter  of  Sir  John   Stanhope,  of 


Sir  Geo^  Cotton  (the  iKtet's  grandfather)  who  died  in  i6t%,  is  described  in  the 
Hcraldif  Visitation  of  Staffordshire  in  1664,  as  "  a  younger  son  of  Cotton,  of  WarUenton, 
■a  (be  county  of  Sussex,  and  of  Bedhampton,  in  the  county  of  Hants ;"  but  though  con- 
wermble  trouble  has  been  taken  to  ascertain  the  connection,  it  has  not  been  successful. 
w^Geotge  Cotton  of  Warblenton  was  living  in  1505,  and  by  Manr,  daughter  of  John 
SneUey,  of  Michelgrove,  in  Sussex,  had  several  children,  but  none  of  the  name  of  Charles 
or  George  are  mentioned  in  the  pedigrees  of  the  family ;  and  it  is  doubtful  whether  Sir 
^«orge  Cotton  (the  grandfather  of  the  poet)  was  a  yeuMgtr  ten  of  Sir  George  Cotton  by 
'■vy  Shdlej,  or  whether  he  was  tnat  idtniical  person^  who  may  have  nuurried 
^^■**»dra  Mac  William  to  his  second  wife,  and  by  her  have  been  the  father  of  a  son 


p— i  Charles,  who  was  possibly  so  called  after  Charles  Earl  of  Kent,  the  husband  of 
SuMi  Cotton,  sister  of  the  said  Sir  George  Cotton  of  Warblenton. 

It  is  most  probable  that  Cassandra  Mac  William  was  the  daughter  of  Henry  Mac 
William,  by  Mai^aret  or  Maria,  daughter  and  coheir  of  Richard  Hill,  Sergeant -of  the 
J^;n*;«Uar  to  Henry  Vlll.,  and  widow  of  Sir  John  Cbeeke,  Secretary  of  State  and 
f'cceptor  to  Edward  VI.  The  said  Maria  Hillwas  one  of  the  maids-of-honour  to  Queen 
£l>abeth.  Vide  Harleian  MS.  8oz,  f  49,  and  Anthony  Wood's  MSS.  %a/^  f.  loa^ 
<l^^>sandra  Mac  William  is  said,  in  the  Visiution  of  Staffordshire  in  1664,  to  have  been 
we  daughter  and  heiress  of  Mac  William,'*  but  the  pedigree  in  the  Harleian  MS.  891, 
*^  that  Henrv  Mac  William  had  by  Margaret  (or  Maria)  Hill  two  sons,  Henry 
*iid  Ambrose,  and  three  daughters,  Susan,  the  wife  of  Edward  Saunders,  Cicely,  and 
Cassandra. 

*  Lucasta,  8vo,  Z649.  p.  zia     *'An  Elegie  on  the  death  of  Mrs  CassanJra  Cotton, 
<w»»y  sisier  to  Mr  C.  Cotton." 
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Elvaston  in  Derbyshire,  by  his  first  wife  Olive,  daughter  and 
heiress  of  Edward  Beresford,  of  Beresford  in  Staffordshire,  and  of 
Bentley  in  the  county  of  Derby,  he  succeeded  to  those  estates  in 
her  right,  and  settled  at  Beresford.  Mr  Cotton  was  distinguished 
for  his  talents  and  accomplishments,  and  was  the  friend  and 
companion  of  many  of  the  most  eminent  of  his  contemporaries, 
including  Ben  Jonson,  Sir  Henry  Wotton,  Dr  Donne,  Selden, 
Fletcher,*  Herrick,'  Carew,  Lovelace,  Davenant,  and  May,  the 
Lord  Chief  Justice  Vaughan,  and  the  great  Lord  Clarendon.  Some 
of  those  writers  celebrated  his  merits  in  their  verses ;  and  Lord 
Clarendon  has  particularly  mentioned  him  in  his  well-known 
autobiography.^ 

Mr  Cotton's  marriage  connected  him  with  the  families  of  Stan- 
hope, Cokayne,  Aston,  Port,  and  others  of  the  highest  rank  in  the 
counties  of  Derby  and  Stafford.  Mrs  Cotton  died  at  Beresford 
between  1650  and  1658,  in  the  thirty-eighth  year  of  her  age; 
and  her  cousin,  Sir  Aston  Cokayne,  wrote  some  verses  to  her 
memory.* 

•  Vide  Cokayne's  Poems,  p.  91,  and  the  Apology  to  the  Reader. 

7  Herrick  inscribed  one  ofbis  poems  to  the  elder  Cotton,  8vo,  1648,  p.  35a. 

•  *•  Charles  Cotton  was  a  gentleman  bom  to  a  competent  forttme  ;  and  so  qtxalified 
in  his  person  and  education,  that  for  many  years  he  continued  the  greatest  ornament  of 
the  town,  in  the  esteem  of  those  who  had  been  best  bred.  His  natural  parts  were  very 
great,  his  wit  flowing  in  all  the  parts  of  Conversation ;  the  superstructure  of  learning  not 
raised  to  a  considerable  height :  but  having  passed  some  years  in  Cambridge,  and  then 
in  France,  and  conversing  always  with  learned  men,  his  expressions  were  ever  proper 
and  significant,  and  gave  great  lu>tre  to  his  discourse  upon  any  argument ;  so  that  ne  was 
thought  by  those  who  were  not  intimate  with  him,  to  have  been  much  better  acquainted 
with  books  than  he  was.  He  had  all  those  qualities  which  in  youth  raise  men  to  the 
reputation  of  being  fine  gentlemen ;  such  a  pleasantness  and  gatetv  of  humotxr,  such  a 
sweetness  and  gentleness  of  nature,  and  such  a  civility  and  delightfulness  in  conversati<Mi, 
that  no  man,  in  the  court  or  out  of  it,  appeared  a  more  accompUshed  person  :  all  tb^e 
extraordinary  qualifications  being  supported  by  as  extraordinary  a  clearness  of  courage 
and  fearlessness  of  spirit,  of  which  he  gave  too  often  manifestation.  Some  unhappy  suits 
in  law,  and  waste  of  his  fortune  in  those  suits,  made  some  impression  on  his  mind : 
which,  being  improved  by  domestic  afflictions,  and  those  indulgences  to  himself  which 
naturally  attend  those  afflictions,  rendered  his  age  less  reverenced  than  his  youth  had 
been,  and  gave  his  best  friends  cause  to  have  wished  that  he  had  not  lived  so  iong." — 

Clarendon* s  Life,  vol.  i.  p.  36,  ed.  Oxford,  iSar. 

•  Cokayne's  Poems,  8vo,  1658.  "On  the  death  of  my  dear  cousin  germane  Mrs 
Olive  Cotton,  who  deceased  at  Beresford  the  38th  year  of  her  age,  «md  lyes  buried  at 
Bently  by  Ashbounie.*' — He  also  wrote  verses  "To  my  cousin  ^erman  Mrs  Olive 
Cotton,"  p.  138 ;  and  "  Of  my  suying  supper  with  my  cousin  Mrs  Ohve  Cotton,"  p.  139; 
and  the  following 

EriTATH  ON   MY  DEAR  COUSIN  GERMAN  MRS  OLIVE  COTTON. 

Passenger,  stay,  and  notice  take  of  ber 
Whom  this  sepulchral  marble  doth  inter: 
For  Sir  Tohn  Stanhope's  daughter  and  his  hdr. 
By  his  first  wife,  a  Beresford,  Hen  here. 
Iter  husband  of  a  noble  house  was,  one 
Every  where  for  his  worths  bclov'd  and  known. 
One  only  son  she  left,  whom  we  presage 
A  grace  t'  his  family,  and  to  our  age. 
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Charles  Cotton,  the  only  child  ^  of  Mr  Cotton  by  Olive  Stan- 
hope, was  bom  at  Beresford  on  the  28th  of  April  1630.  No 
particulars  are  preserved  respecting  the  place  of  his  education  ; 
but  he  is  supposed  to  have  become  a  member  of  the  University  of 
Cambridge  sometime  about  the  year  1649,  though  that  fact  can 
only  be  reconciled  with  his  having  been  a  pupil  of  Mr  Ralph 
Rawson,  Fellow  of  Brazen  Nose  College,  Oxford,  by  supposing  that 
Rawson  removed  to  Cambridge  on  being  ejected  from  his  fellow- 
ship by  the  Parliamentary  visitors  in  1648.2  His  affection  for  his 
tutor  is  strongly  expressed  in  the  translation  of  an  ode  of  Johannes 
Secundus  -?  and  his  cousin  Sir  Aston  Cokayne  likewise  showed  his 
esteem  for  him  in  a  similar  manner ;  but  some  verses  by  Cokayne 
render  it  doubtful  whether  Rawson  ever  removed  from  Oxford  to 
Cambridge.*  If,  however.  Cotton  was  educated  at  either  of  the 
Universities,  he  did  not  take  his  degree,  as  his  name  is  not 
mentioned  by  Anthony  Wood  among  the  writers  of  Oxford ;  nor 
does  it  occur  in  the  manuscript  list  of  graduates  of  Cambridge  in 
the  British  Museum.*     That  he  possessed  considerable  classical 

She  was  too  good  to  lire,  and  young  to  die. 
Yet  sUy'd  not  to  dispute  with  destiny. 
But  (soon  as  she  receiv'd  the  summons  i^ren)' 
Sent  her  fair  soul  to  wait  on  God  in  hearen. 
Here,  what  was  mutal  of  her  turns  to  dust. 
To  rise  a  glorious  body  with  the  Just. 
Now  thou  majrst  go ;  but  take  along  with  thee 
(To  fi^ide  thy  life  and  death)  her  memory. 

*  In  the  parish  register  of  St  Dunstan's  in  the  West  the  following  entry  occurs: 
"  1653,  Sept  6,  Persis,  daughter  of  Charles  Cotton,  was  baptized ; "  but  as  the  younzer 
Cotton  was  then  unmarried,  and  his  father  aged  and  a  widower,  it  is  not  likely  that 
cither  of  them  was  the  person  alluded  to. 

*  AiheiL  Oxon.  cd.  Bliss,  vol.  iv.  p.  635. 

'  Poems  on  Several  Occasions  written  by  Charles  Cotton,  Esq.,  8vo,  1669.  "An 
Ode  of  Johannes  Secundus  translated.  To  my  dear  Tutor,  Mr  Ralph  Rawson,"  p.  547. 
Rawson  acknowledged  his  kindness  in  some  verses  addressed  '*To  my  dear  and  honoured 
patron,  Mr  Charles  Cotton,  Ode,  occasioned  by  his  translation  of  an  ode  of  Johannes 
Secnndus  directed  to  me,  and  inserted  amongst  his  other  Poems,"  a  copy  of  which  occurs 
io  a  manuscript  containiog  the  greater  part  of  Cotton's  Poems,  some,  it  not  all,  of  which 
ve  apparently  in  his  own  iiandwriting. 

*  Cokayne  s  Poems,  p.  aoy.  "To  Mr  Ralph  Rawson.  lately  Fellow  of  Biaxen  Nose 
Cdlege."    It  commences : — 

•'  Though  I  of  Cambridge  was,  and  far  above 
Your  mother  Oxford  did  my  Cambridge  love ; 
I  those  affections  (for  your  sake)  remove, 
And  (above  Cambridge)  now  do  Oxford  love." 

aid  tbns  conctwles  :^ 

•'  I  far  above 
My  Cambridge,  and  your  Oxford  shall  it  love." 

Had  Rawson  removed  to  (^mbridge,  .^ome  allusion  would  probably  have  been  made 
to  the  circumstance  in  these  verses,  which  were  evidently  written  after  he  was  ejected 
from  his  fellowship  at  Oxford. 

*  Additional  MSS.  in  the  British  Museum,  No.  5885.^  Cole,  however,  mentions 
(^tton  among  the  writers  who  belonged  to  that  University,  in  his  manuscript  collections 
^  an  AtheniB  Cantabrigieusis  in  the  Additional  MS.  5865,  f.  47,  in  the  British 
Uuaetun. 
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attainments,  and  united  with  them  an  extensive  knowledge  of 
modem  languages,  particularly  of  French  and  Italian,^  together 
with  the  usual  accomplishments  of  the  age,  is  however  unquestion- 
able. It  does  not  appear  that  he  was  intended  for  any  profession,^ 
and  the  early  part  of  his  life  seems  to  have  been  passed  in  the 
society  of  the  wits  and  other  literary  men  of  his  time.  He  was 
himself  ardently  attached  to  literature ;  but  except  a  few  poems,  he 
wrote  nothing  which  was  published  until  after  the  Restoration. 
Before  that  period  the  little  which  is  known  of  his  pursuits  has 
been  gleaned  from  the  works  of  one  or  two  of  his  friends,  and 
from  his  own  verses ;  but  he  probably  went  abroad  before  he 
attained  his  twenty-foiuth  year,  as  he  certainly  had  travelled  in 
France  and  Italy. 

That  Cotton  wrote  many  of  the  poems  which  were  for  the  first 
time  collected  and  published  after  his  decease,  at  an  early  period 
of  his  life,®  is  not  only  proved  by  internal  evidence,  but  it  is  placed 
beyond  dispute,  by  the  subjoined  verses  addressed  to  him  by  Sir 
Aston  Cokayne : — 

"to  my  most  HONOURBD  cousin  MX  CHARLBS  COTTON  TUX 
YOUNCBK,   UPON  HIS  BXCBLLBNT  POBMS. 

Bear  back,  ^rou  crowd  of  wits,  that  have  so  long 
Been  the  prime  glory  of  the  English  tongue* 
And  room  for  our  arch-poet  make,  and  followr 
His  steps,  as  you  would  do  your  great  ApoUo. 
Nor  is  he  his  inferior,  for  see  « 

His  picture,  and  you  11  say  that  this  is  he ; 
So  youn^[  and  handsome  both,  so  tress'd  aJike, 
That  curious  Lilly,  or  most  skiU'd  Vandyke, 
Would  prefer  neither.    Only  here's  the  odds 
This  gives  us  better  verse  tnan  that  the  Gods. 

<  It  appears  that  Cotton's  library  contained  some  of  the  best  Italian  authors,  as 
Cukayne  says  in  one  of  his  effusions,  p.  931, 

"  D'AvtU,  Bentivoglio,  Guicdardine, 
And  Machiavil  the  subtile  Florentine, 
In  their  originals,  I  have  read  through, 
Thanks  to  vour  library,  and  unto  you ; 
The  prime  historians  of  late  times ;  at  least. 
In  the  Italian  tongue  allow'd  the  best." 

1  Cotton  says  in  his  **  Voyage  to  Ireland :  •*  **  Indeed  I  had  a  small  smattering  of  Law,* 
but  his  legal  knowledge  appears  to  have  been  gained  from  the  performance  of  the  duues 
of  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  as  he  adds : — 

•*  Which  I  lately  had  got  mart  by  practicg  than  reaJingt 
In  sittinji  d  tk'  Bench,  whilst  others  were  pleading." 
«  Among  the  poems  attributed  to  the  younger  Cotton  are  an  Elegy  upon  Henry  Lo^ 
Hastings,  only  son  of  Ferdinand  Earl  of  Huntingdon,  who  died  in  June  1649,  which 
wa«  pnnted  in  Brome's  *•  Lachrymae  Musanim,  the  Tears  of  the  Mu^ies  expressed  in 
elegies  written  by  divers  nersons  of  nobility  and  worth  "  upon  that  young  noblcnun's 
death,  8vo,  1650,  when  Cotton  was  only  twenty  years  of  age :  and  a  copv  of  veises 
preaxed  to  Edmund  Prestwich's  Translation  of  the  Hippolitus  of  Seneca  in  X65X. 
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Beware,  you  poets,  that  (at  distance)  you 

The  reverence  afford  him  that  is  due 

Unto  his  mighty  merit,  and  net  dare 

Your  puny  threads  with  his  lines  to  compare ; 

Lest  (for  so  impious  a  pri^p)  a  worse 

Than  was  Arachne's  fate  or  Midas'  curse, 

Posterity  inflicts  upon  your  fames. 

For  venrring  to  approach  too  near  his  flames, 

Whose  aU-commanding  muse  disdains  to  be 

Equall'd  by  any,  in  all  poesy. 

As  the  presumptuous  son  of  Qymene, 

The  sun's  command  importun'd  for  a  day 
I  Of  his  unwilling  father,  and  for  so 

Rash  an  attempt,  fell  headlong  into  Pa 

So  you  shall  fail  or  worse ;  not  leave  so  much 

As  empty  names  to  show  there  once  were  such. 

The  Greek  and  Latin  language  he  commands. 

So  all  that  then  was  writ  m  both  these  landa  ; 

The  French  and  the  Italian  he  hath  gain'd, 

And  all  the  wit  that  in  them  is  contain'd. 

So,  if  he  pleases  to  translate  a  piece 

Fr<nn  Fiance  or  Italy,  old  Rome  or  Greece^ 

The  understanding  reader  soon  will  find. 

It  u  the  best  of  9Xiy  of  that  kind ; 

But  when  he  lets  lus  own  rare  fancy  loose, 

There  is  no  flight  so  noble  as  his  muse. 

Treats  he  of  war?    Bellona  doth  advance, 

And  leads  his  march  with  her  refulgent  lance. 

Sings  he  of  love  ?    Cupid  about  him  lurks,  ' 

And  Venus  in  her  chariot  draws  his  works. 

Whatever  his  subject  be,  he'll  make  it  fit 

To  live  hereafter  emperor  of  wit 

He  is  the  Muses'  darling,  all  the  nine 

Phcebus  disclaim,  and  term  him  more  divine. 

The  wondrous  Tasso,  that  s^  long  hath  borne 

Hie  sacred  laurel,  shall  remain  forlorn. 
.  Alonso  de  Erdlla,  that  in  strong 

And  miehty  lines  hath  Araucana  sung, 

And  Saflust.  that  the  ancient  Hebrew  story 

Hath  poetird,  submit  unto  your  glory. 

So  the  chief  swans  of  Tagus,  Ame,  and  Seine, 

Must  yield  to  Thames^  and  veil  unto  vour  strain. 

Hail,  generous  magazine  of  wit,  you  bright 

Planet  of  learning,  dissipate  the  night 

Of  dulness,  wherein  us  tnis  age  involves. 

And  (from  our  ignorance)  redeem  our  souls. 

A  word  at  parting,  Sir,  I  could  not  choose 

Thus  to  congratulate  your  happy  muse  ; 

And  (though  I  vilify  your  worth)  my  zeal 

(And  so  in  mercy  think)  intended  well 

The  world  will  mid  votur  lines  are  great  and  strongi 

The  nikU  ultra  of  the  English  tongue. " 

Cokayne  also  celebrated  Cotton's  merits  on  several  other 
occasions,*  but  only  two  of  those  effusions  are  deserving  of  notice, 
the  one  lor  the  pithiness  of  the  compliment  paid  to  him,  and  the 
other  because  his  father  is  mentioned  : — 

"  TO  MY  HONOUKBD  COUSIN  MR  CHARLES  COTTON,  JUNIOR. 

Donne,  Suckling,  Randolph,  Drayton,  Massinger, 
Habingtoui  Sandys,  May,  my  acquaintance  were ; 


*  Poems,  pp.  Z47,  154. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


clxviii  LIFE  OF 

Jonson,  Chapman,  and  Holland  I  have  seen, 
And  with  them  too  should  have  acquainted  been. 
What  needs  this  catalogue?    Th'  are  dead  and  gone> 
And  to  me  you  are  all  of  them  in  one." 

"to  my  cousin  MR  CHAKLBS  COTTON  THE  YOUNGER. 

In  how  few  years  have  you  rais'd  up  an  high 
Column  of  learning  by  your  industry, 
More  glorious  than  those  pyramids  that  old 
Canopus  view'd,  or  Cair  doth  yet  behold ! 
Your  noble  father  (that  for  able  parts 
Hath  won  an  high  opinion  in  all  hearts) 
May  like  the  elder  Scaliger  look  down 
With  admiration  on  his  worthy  son. 
Proceed,  fair  plant  of  ex'ellendes,  and  grow 
So  high  to  shadow  all  that  are  below." 

Colonel  Lovelace,  who  addressed  an  ode^  to  Cotton's  father, 
and  wrote  an  elegy  on  his  aunt,  Cassandra,  inscribed  "The 
Triumphs  of  Philamore  and  Amoret,  to  the  noblest  of  our  youth 
and  best  of  friends,  Charles  Cotton,  Esquire,  being  at  Bcresford, 
at  his  house  in  Staffordshire,  from  London."*  In  these  verses  be 
laments  Cotton's  absence,  and  thus  affectionately  anticipates  his 
return : — 

*'  But  all  our  clouds  shall  be  o*erblown  when  thee 
In  our  horizon,  bright,  once  more  we  see; 
When  thy  dear  presence  shall  our  souls  new  dre?« ; 
And  spring  an  universal  cheerfulness. 
When  we  shall  be  o'erwhelm'd  in  joy,  like  they 
That  change  their  night  for  a  vast  half-year's  day. 
Then  shall  the  wretched  few  that  do  repine 
See  and  recant  their  blasphemies  in  wine  ; 
Then  shall  they  grieve  that  thought  I've  sung  too  freo         ^ 
High  and  aloud  of  thy  true  worth  and  Thee : 
And  their  foul  heresies  and  lipys  submit 
To  th*  all-forgiving  breath  of  Amoret ; 
And  me  alone  their  anger's  object  call. 
That  from  my  height  so  miserably  did  fall ; 
And  cry  out  my  invention  thin  and  poor. 
Who  have  said  nought,  since  I  could  say  no  more." 

The  most  remarkable  lines  are,  however,  the  following,  because 
they  seem  to  corroborate  Aubrey's  statement  that  Cotton  had 
relieved  Lovelace  in  his  distress  :  ^ — 

*'  What  fate  was  mine  when  in  my  obscure  cave 
.Shut  up  almost  close  prisoner  in  a  grave 
Your  beams  could  reach  me  through  this  vault  of  night. 
And  canton  the  dark  dungeon  with  light  I 
Whence  me,  as  gen'rous  Spahy^s,  you  unbound. 
Whilst  I  know  myself  both  firee  and  crown'd." 

*  Lucasta.  edit.  1649.     "  The  Grasshopper,  To  my  noble  friend,  Mr  Charles  Cotton.*" 

P.  34- 

*  Lucasta.    Posthume  Poems  of  Richard  Lovelace,  Esq.,  8vo,  1659. 

'  *'  Lovelace  died  in  1658,  in  a  mean  lodging  in  Gunpowder  Alley,  near  Shoe  Lane. 
Aubrey's  sUtement  is,  that  *  George  Petty,  haberdasher  in  Fleet  Street,  carried  tircnty 

shillings  to  him  every  Monday  morning  from  Sir  Many,  and  Charies  Cotton,  &q., 

for  months,  and  was  never  repaid.' "    Athen.  Oxon.  ed.  Bliss,  vol.  iii.  pp.  462,  463. 
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Cotton*  and  several  other  persons  wrote  Elegies,  to  I-ovelace's 
memory,  which  were  printed  at  the  end  of  his  "  Lucasta  and 
Posthume  Poems  "  in  1659. 

The  most  material  facts  which  Cotton's  own  poems  establish 
are,  that  he  was  a  zealous  Royalist,  and  an  uncompromising  enemy 
of  Cromwell.  He  omitted  no  opportunity  of  expressing  his 
sentiments;^  and  a  decisive  proof  of  his  political  opinions  is 
exhibited  in  his  verses  on  the  execution  of  James  Earl  of  Derby, 
in  165 1,*  and  in  his  severe  castigation  of  Waller  for  writing  a 
panegyric  on  the  Protector  about  the  year  1654 : — 

•*  TO  FOBT  B.   W.  OCCASIONED  FOR  HIS  WRITING  A  PANBCYXIC 
ON  OLIVER  CROMWELL. 

From  whence,  vile  Poet,  didst  thou  glean  the  wit. 

And  words  for  such  a  vitious  poem  fit? 

Where  couldst  thou  paper  find  was  not  too  white* 

Or  ink  that  could  be  black  enough  to  write  ? 

What  servile  devil  tempted  thee  to  be 

A  flatterer  of  thine  own  slavery  ? 

To  kiss  thy  bondage  and  extol  the  deed. 

At  once  that  made  thy  prince,  and  country  bleed  T 

I  wonder  much  thy  false  heart  did  not  dread, 

And  shame  to  write  what  all  men  blush  to  read  ; 

Thus  with  a  base  ingratitude  to  rear 

Tiophies  unto  thy  master's  murtherer? 

Who  call'd  the  coward  ( — )  much  mistook 
The  characters  of  thy  pedantic  look  ; 


♦  See  Cotton's  Poems,  p.  481. 
ft  For  example,  in  his  Voyage 


oyage  to  Ireland  ;— 

"  We  enter'd  the  port. 
Where  another  King's  head  invited  me  down. 
For  indeed  I  have  ever  been  true  to  the  Crown." — P.  198. 

lo  bis  Cootentation,  he  says :  "  The  man  is  happy 

Who  free  from  debt,  and  clear  from  crimes, 

Honours  those  laws  that  others  fear, 
Who  ill  of  princes  in  worst  times. 
Will  neitoer  speak  himself,  nor  hear." — P.  258. 

Id  his  Ode  to  Melancholy  :— 

"  An  infamous  Usurper's  comei 
Whose  name  is  sounding  in  mine  ear 
like  that,  methinks,  of  Oliver.'^ 

**  And  yet,  methinks,  it  cannot  be 
That  he 
Should  be  crept  into  me. 
My  skin  could  ne'er  contain  sure  so  much  evil, 
Nor  any  place  but  hell  can  hold  so  great  a  Devil." — Pp.  264,  965* 

The  Chorus  to  one  of  his  Bacchanalian  songs  is : — 

'*  Then  let  us  revel,  quaff,  and  sing, 
Health  and  his  sceptre  to  the  King."— P.  448. 

See  also  his  Epode  to  Alexander  Brome  on  the  King's  return,  p.  six,  and  several  other 
m»tances  throughout  his  Poems. 
•  Coiion's  Poems,  p 


,  p.  411. 
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Thoc  bast  at  once  abused  thyself  and  us ; 
He's  stout  that  dares  flatter  a  tyranne  duis. 

Put  up  thv  pen  and  ink,  muzzle  thy  muse^ 
Adulterate  hag  fit  for  a  common  stews, 
No  good  man's  library  ;  writ  thou  hast 
Treason  in  rhyme  has  all  thy  works  defaced : 
Such  is  thy  fault,  that  when  I  think  to  find 
A  punishment  of  the  severest  kind. 
For  thy  offence,  my  -malice  cannot  name 
A  greater ;  than,  once  to  commit  the  same. 

where  was  thy  reason  then,  when  thou  began 
To  write  against  the  sense  of  God  and  man  ? 
Within  thy  guilty  breast  desfiair  took  place. 
Thou  wouldst  despairing  die  in  spite  of  grace. 
At  once  thou  art  judge,  and  malefactor  shown, 
Each  sentence  in  thy  poem  is  thine  own. 

Then,  what  thou  hast  pronounced  go  execute, 
Hang  up  thyself,  and  sav,  I  bid  thee  do  it ; 
Fear  not  thy  memory,  that  cannot  die. 
This  panegyric  is  thy  elegv. 
Which  shair  be  when,  or  wheresoever  read, 
A  living  poem  to  upbraid  thee  dead." 

Though  ardent  Royalists,  both  Cotton  and  his  father  seem  to 
have  escaped  the  persecutions  to  which  the  CavaUers  were  exposed, 
as  their  names  have  not  been  found  in  connection  with  any  public 
event  during  the  Commonwealth ;  nor  do  they  appear  to  have 
been  obliged  to  purchase  safety  by  compounding  for  their  estates. 
Of  Cotton's  acquaintances  at  this  period,  the  most  remarkable, 
with  reference  to  this  work,  was  Isaak  Walton,  his  adopted  father 
in  the  art  of  Angling,  who  became  one  of  his  intimate  friends,  and 
whose  esteem  is  strong  evidence  of  Cotton's  moral  worth.  Walton 
was  also  known  to  his  father,  for  in  speaking  of  the  Lives  of  Donne 
and  Wotton,  Cotton  observes, 

"  How  happy  was  my  father ^  then,  to  see 
Those  men  he  lov*d,  by  him  k*  lox^d  to  be 
Rescued  from  frailties  and  mortality." 

Literature  and  the  pleasures  of  society  did  not,  however,  entirely 
engross  his  time ;  for  besides  his  favourite  pursuit  of  Angling, 
which  he  followed  before  he  was  seventeen,^  he  amused  himself  in 
gardening  and  planting.  Upon  the  latter  subject,  he  not  only 
afterwards  wrote  a  treatise,®  but  proved  that  his  knowledge  was 
practical,  by  planting  his  own  grounds  near  Beresford  Hall ;  *  and 


'  Cotton  says  in  his  part  of  "  The  Complete  Angler,"  in  1676 :  *•  I  will  tell  you 
nothing,  I  have  not  made  myself  as  certain  of  as  any  man  can  be  in  thirty  yt^ri 
ex^rienctt  iat  so  long  I  have  been  a  dabbUr  in  that  art.  —P.  406. 

°  Vide  postea. 

'  '*  Viator.  It  [Beresford  Hall]  appears  on  a  sudden,  but  not  before  'twas  looked  for. 
It  stands  prettily,  and  hert't  wood  about  it  too,  but  so  young  as  appears  to  be  of  your 
owfijtiaMting. 

**  Piscator.    //  it  to.** — Cotton's  part  cf  "  The  Complete  Angler,"  p.  49a 
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the  taste  with  which  he  improved  that  place,  caused  him  to  be 
complimented  by  his  constant  eulogist.  Sir  Aston  Cokayne.^ 

Towards  the  end  of  July  or  early  in  August  1656,  when  Cotton 
•was  in  his  twenty-seventh  year,  he  married  his  cousin  Isabella, 
(laughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Hutchinson,  of  Owthorpe,  in  Nottingham- 
shire.' In  contemplation  of  that  alliance,  his  father  and  himself 
vested  the  manors  of  Bentley,  Borrowashe,  and  Beresford,  together 
with  the  rectory  of  Spoondon,  and  other  lands,  in  trustees,  to  sell 
so  much  of  the  same  as  would  pay  off  a  mortgage  of  ;£i7oo, 
granted  in  July  1655,  by  the  younger  Cotton ;  and  to  hold  the 
surplus  in  trust  for  him  and  his  heirs.  The  manor  of  Beresford 
was  then  settled  upon  his  father  for  life,  with  remainder  to  his 
children  ;  and  a  life  interest  in  his  other  property  was  secured  to 
his  intended  wife,  Isabella  Hutchinson,  in  case  she  survived  him.* 

In  December  1658,  Cotton  lost  his  father,  who  appears  from 
Lord  Clarendon's  account  of  him,  to  have  lived  to  an  advanced  age, 
and  to  have  injured  his  property  by  lawsuits.  This  circumstance 
ought  not  to  be  forgotten  in  forming  a  judgment  of  his  son's  char- 
acter :  nor  is  it  less  material  to  remember,  that  though  he  may 
have  inherited  his  father's  talents,  and  been  much  indebted  to  his 
assistance  during  his  education,  yet  his  parent's  conduct,  par- 
ticularly in  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  afforded  him  an  example  of 
imprudence  and  irregularity,  which  he  too  closely  followed. 

Upon  the  restoration  of  Charles  the  Second,  Cotton  first  appeared 
before  the  public  as  an  author.  He  addressed  a  panegyric  to  the 
King,  consisting  of  fourteen  pages  in  prose,  but  it  contains  nothing 
which  distinguishes  it  from  the  numerous  other  productions  with 
which  Charles's  return  was  greeted.*  In  the  same  year  he  became 
(probably  for  the  first  time)  a  father,  by  the  birth  of  his  eldest  son, 
to  whom  he  gave  the  name  of  Beresford.  All  which  is  known  of 
Cotton  during  the  ensuing  four  years  is,  that  in  1664  he  published 
a  buriesque  poem  entitled  "  Scarronides,  or  the  First  Book  of 
Virgil  Travestie,"  which  will  be  again  alluded  to ;  and  that  he 
prepared  for  the  press  a  translation  of  **  The  Moral  Philosophy  of 


1  ''Tour  Basford  houM  you  have  adorned  much. 
And  Bently  hopes  it  shortly  shall  be  such ; 
Think  on't ;  and  set  but  Bentlv  in  repair. 
To  both  those  Basfords  you  will  show  /  are  heir." 
Dipanying 
5  Stat.  27  Car  II.  1675- 
•  Several  of  these  addresses  are  collected  in  one  volume  in  the  British  Musrum  ;  ami 
the  exact  date  of  their  respwctive  appearance,  with  some  corrections  of  the  names  of  their 
anthivs,  bare  beea  added  in  a  contemporary  baud.    Cotion'H  Pauegyrick  it  dated  ayih 
August  x66a 
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the  Stoics,"  from  the  French  of  Du  Vaix,  but  which  was  not 
published  until  1667.^  In  the  dedication  of  that  volume  to  his 
friend  and  kinsman  John  Ferrers,  Esq.,  dated  on  the  27th  of  Feb- 
ruary 1663-4,  he  says  he  had  translated  it  some  years  before  by 
his  father's  command,  who  was  a  great  admirer  of  the  author, 
**so,"  he  tells  Ferrers,  "that  which  you  see  was  an  effect  of  my 
obedience,  and  no  part  of  my  choice,  my  little  studies,  especially 
at  that  time,  lying  another  way,  neither  had  I  now  published  it, 
but  that  I  was  unwilling  to  have  a  thing,'  how  mean  soever,  turned 
to  waste  paper  that  cost  me  some  hours'  pains,  and  which,  how- 
ever I  may  have  disguised  it,  is  no  ill  thing  in  itself." 

Cotton  having  found  his  income  inadequate  to  his  expenses,  he 
was  obliged  to  apply  to  Parliament  for  power  to  sell  part  of  his 
estates  for  the  payment  of  his  debts  ;  and  an  Act  was  accordingly 
passed  in  the  i6th  Charles  II.,  1665,  for  that  purpose.*  He  was 
at  that  time  employed  in  translating  Comeille's  Tragedy  of  Horace, 
for  the  amusement  of  his  wife's  sister,  Miss  Stanhope  Hutchinson. 
It  was  published  in  1 67 1 ,  with  a  dedication  to  that  lady,  dated  at 
Beresford,  7th  November  1665,  in  which  he  says  it  was  never  to 
be  made  public  ;  and  in  the  printed  address  to  the  reader,  written 
at  the  same  place  in  October  1 670,  he  refers  to  the  dedication  as 
proof  that  it  was  not  intended  for  publication,  but  had  been  written 
for  the  "  private  amusement  of  a  fair  young  lady."  He  adverted 
to  Mrs  Katherine  Philips*  translation  of  the  same  play  in  very 
respectful  terms ;  and  says  that  the  songs  and  choruses  to  the  Acts 
were  "  all  wholly  his  own." 

Between  the  years  1665  and  1670,  the  only  thing  which  is 
positively  known  of  Cotton  is,  that  about  1667  he  wrote  some 
verses  on  the  Poems  of  his  friend  Alexander  Brome,  who  died  in 
June  1666,  which  were  prefixed  to  a  collection  of  his  works  pub- 
lished in  1668.  In  those  verses  he  thus  justly  noticed  the  neglect 
which  attends  a  Poet,  in  comparison  with  the  fame  that  awaits  a 
Hero  and  a  Statesman  :^- 

"  To  advance  their  names  no  cost  is  spar'd  ; 
Medals  are  cast,  and  obelisks  are  rear'd  ; 
The  marble  quarry  is  torn  up,  the  mine 
Is  search'd,  and  robb'd  to  make  their  triumphs  shine; 
But  the  neglected  Poet  when  he  dies. 
Or  with  obscure,  or  with  no  obsequies 


*  The  Imprimatur  is  dated  ijth  April  1664. 

•  In  consequence  of  the  fire  in  the  House  o^  Lords,  which  has  cau<^  ffi'cat  confusioa 
among  the  Parliamentary  Records,  the  Act  cannot  at  this  moment  be  found. 
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Is  by'd  aside ;  and  thouf^h  by  living  vene, 
Strew'd  on  this  Hero's  and  that  Statesman's  hearse. 
His  pen  graves  characters  by  which  they  live 
A  longer  life,  than  brass  or  marble  give : 
Yet  has  this  generous  Poet  no  return. 
None  to  weep  o'er  his  urn,  nay,  scarce  an  urn. 
O  undisceming  world  I    llie  Soldier's  brave 
Either  for  what  he  wants,  or  thirsts  to  have  : 
His  breast  opposing  against  fire  and  flanie» 
Either  for  riches  or  a  glorious  name. 
Reward  and  honour  make  the  Soldier's  trade, 
And  if  he  either  win,  the  man's  well  paid, 
llie  Statesman,  on  the  other  side,  takes  pains 
To  smooth  that  war  to  peace,  and  works  nis  brain% 
Or  to  appease  an  enemy,  or  make 
Such  friends,  as  may  at  need  make  good  the  stake. 
Nor  is  his  reverend  care,  when  all  is  done. 
More  for  his  country's  safety,  than  his  own  ; 
And  that  which  makes  his  city's  freedom  dear. 
Is  that  himself  and  his  inhabit  there. 
Whereas  the  Poet,  by  more  generous  ways 
Distributes  boughs  of  oak,  and  shoots  of  bays 
According  to  due  merit,  nor  does  take 
Thought  of  reward,  but  all  for  virtue's  sake. 
It  were  in  vain  to  write  on  other  score, 
The  Poet  knows  his  lot  is  to  be  poor : 
For  whatsoe'er's  well  done,  well  writ,  well  said. 
The  Bard  b  ever  the  last  man  that's  paid  ; 
The  ^ii^auy  world  has  wisely  taken  time. 
Till  the  Greek  Calends  to  account  for  rhyme. 
Nor  do  I  here  intend  the  gold  that's  hurl'd 
Like  flaming  brands  thorough  the  peaceful  worldf 
To  make  whole  kingdoms  into  faction  split, 
Should  be  supposed  the  recompense  of  wit : 
The  Poet  scorns  that  sordid  seed  of  earth. 
The  world's  alluring,  but  unhappy  birth. 
All  he  dejiires,  all  that  he  would  demand, 
Is  only  that  some  amicable  hand 
Would  but  irriguate  his  fading  bays 
With  due,  and  only  with  deserved  praise ; 
Yet  even  this,  so  modest  a  request. 
The  age  denies." 

That  edition  of  Brome's  Poems  contains  an  epislle  to  Cotton 
with  his  answer  ;  but  the  latter  is  only  remarkable  for  the  abhor- 
rence which  he  expressed  at  being  obliged  to  live  in  the  country 
with  no  other  friends,  visitors,  or  company, 

"  But  such,  as  I  still  pray,  I  may  not  see. 
Such  craggy,  roueh-hewn  rogues,  as  do  not  fit. 
Sharpen  and  set,  but  blunt  the  edge  of  wit ; 
Any  of  which  (and  fear  has  a  quick  eye) 
If  through  a  perspective  I  chance  to  spy. 
Though  a  mile  off,  I  take  the  alarm  and  run 
As  if  I  saw  the  Devil  or  a  dun  ; 
And  in  the  neighbouring  rocks  take  sanctuary, 
Praying  the  hiUs  to  fall  and  cover  me  ; 
So  that  my  solace  lies  amongst  my  grounds, 
And  my  best  company's  my  horse  and  hounds.'* 

The  same  feeling  of  dislike  at  being  separated  from  his  literary 
companions,  and  from  those  intellectual  enjoyments  which  a 
capital,  and  a  capital  only,  affords,  may  be  frequently  traced  in  his 
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other  pieces.'  It  is  most  likely  that  many  of  his  poems  were 
written  about  this  period  ;  and  it  is  nearly  certain  that  the  one  in 
which  he  gives  the  fullest  and  most  interesting  account  of  himself, 
namely,  "  A  Voyage  to  Ireland  in  Burlesque,"  was  compq^  about 
the  year  1670  or  1671,  because  he  says  he  was  then  forty  years 
old.  For  this  reason  it  is  desirable  to  insert  several  extracts 
from  it,  the  length  of  which  is  justified  by  the  humorous  descrip- 
tions which  they  contain  of  his  history,  situation,  and  feelings. 
Cotton  had,  it  appears,  before  that  time  entered  the  army,  in  which 
he  then  held  a  captain's  commission ;  and  being  sent  to  Ireland, 
he  describes  his  journey  from  Beresford  to  the  place  of  embarka- 
tion in  Wales. 

His  narrative  thus  conmiences  : — 

**  The  lives  of  frail  men  are  corapai'd  by  the  sages. 
Or  unto  short  Journeys,  or  pilgrimages, 
As  men  to  their  inns  do  come  sooner  or  later. 
That  is,  to  their  ends,  to  be  plain  in  my  matter ; 
From  whence,  when  one  dead  is,  it  currently  follows. 
He  has  run  his  race,  though  his  goal  be  the  gallows ; 
And  this  'tis,  I  fancy,  sets  folks  so  a-madding, 
And  makes  men  and  women  so  eager  of  gadding ; 
Truth  is,  in  my  youth  I  was  one  otthose  people 
Would  have  gone  a  great  way  to  have  seen  a  high  steeple^ 
And  though  I  was  bred  'mong  the  wonder  o'  th'  Peak, 
Would  have  thrown  away  money,  and  ventur'd  my  neck 
To  have  seen  a  great  hill,  a  rock,  or  a  cave, 
And  thought  there  was  nothing  so  pleasant  and  brave ; 
But  at  forty  years  old  you  may,  if  you  please. 
Think  me  wiser  than  run  such  errands  as  these ; 
Or,  had  the  same  humour  fttill  ran  .in  my  toes, 
A  voyage  to  Ireland,  I  ne'er  should  have  chose: 
But  to  tell  you  the  truth  on't,  indeed  it  was  neither 
Improvement  nor  pleasure  for  which  I  went  thither: 
I  know  then  you'll  presently  ask  me,  for  what  f 
Why,  faith,  it  was  that  makes  the  old  woman  trot ; 
And  therefore  I  think  I'm  not  much  to  be  bbm'd 
If  I  went  to  the  place  whereof  Nick  was  asham'd." 

Among  his  regrets  at  taking  leave  of  his  home,  his  favourite 
pursuit  of  Angling  is  not  forgotten  : — 

**  And  now  farewell.  Dove,  where  I've  caught  such  brave  dishes 
Of  over-grown,  golden,  and  silver-scal'd  fishes : 
Thy  trout  and  thy  grayling  may  now  feed  securely, 
I've  left  none  behind  me  can  take  'em  so  surely ; 
Feed  on,  then,  and  breed  on,  until  the  next  year, 
But  if  I  return  I  expect  my  arrear.** 

Of  the  ale  which  he  drank  at  Holmes-Chapel,  he  observes, 

"  I  speak  it  with  tears 
Though  I  have  been  a  toss-pot  these  twenty  good  years» 
And  have  drank  so  much  liquor  has  made  me  a  debtor. 
In  my  days,  that  I  know  of,  I  never  drank  better." 

7  Vide  Cotton's  Poems,  ed.  1689,  pp.  86,  taS,  129. 
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At  Chester  he  was  taken  ill,  but  he  speedfly  recovered;  and 
after  he  had 

**  Comb'd  otxt  and  powder'd  my  locks  that  were  gnzde,** 

he  went  to  the  Cathedral,  and  when  the  service  was  ended,  he  fell 
into  the  rear  of  the  procession  of  the  mayor  and  aldermen  ; 

"  For  why,  'tts  much  safer  appearing,  no  doubc* 
In  authority's  tail,  than  the  head  of  a  rout. 
In  this  reVrend  order  we  marched  from  prarer. 
The  mace  bdbre  me  borne  as  well  as  the  Btayor, 
Who  looking  behind  him,  and  seeing  roost  plain 
A  glorious  gold  belt  in  the  rear  of  hts  train, 
Made  such  a  low  cong€,  forgetting  his  pla^ 
I  was  never  so  honoured  before  in  my  oays ; 
But  then  off  went  my  scalp<ase,  and  down  went  mj  fist. 
Till  the  pavement,  too  hard,  bv  my  knuckles  was  kiss'd, 
Bv  which,  though  thick-skull'd,  he  must  understanfl  this, 
That  I  was  a  most  humble  servant  of  his ; 
Which  also  so  wonderful  kindly  he  took 
(As  I  well  perceiv'd  both  b'  his  gesture  and  lookX 
That  to  have  roe  dogg'd  home,  he  straightway  appointed. 
Resolving,  it  seems,  to  be  better  acquainted  ; 
I  was  scarce  in  my  quarters,  and  set  down  on  crupper. 
But  this  man  was  there  too,  to  invite  me  to  supper ; 
I  start  up,  and  after  most  respective  fashion 
Gave  his  worship  rouch  thanks  for  his  kind  invitation. 
But  bqsg'd  his  excuse,  feu*  my  stomach  was  small. 
And  I  never  did  eat  any  supper  at  all ; 
But  that  after  supper  I  would  kifts  his  hands. 
And  would  come  to  receive  his  worship's  commands.  * 

The  mayor  however  insisted  upon  having  his  company  at  supper : 
he  obeyed,  and 

"  Supper  being  ended}  and  things  away  taken. 
Master  Mayor's  cunosity  'gan  to  awaken ; 
Wl^orefore  making  me  <&aw  something  nearer  his  diair. 
He  will'd  and  reauir'd  me  there  to  declare 
My  country,  my  birth,  my  estate,  and  my  partSi 
And  whether  I  was  not  a  master  of  arts ; 
And  eke  what  the  bus'ness  was  had  1m>ught  me  thither. 
With  what  I  was  going  about  now,  and  whither? 
Giving  me  caution,  no  lie  should  escape  ine, 
For  it  I  should  trip,  he  should  certainly  trap  me." 

His  answer  to  these  inquiries  contains  an  amusing  account  of 
himself; — 

"  I  answer'd,  my  country  was  fam'd  Staffordshire ; 
That  in  deeds,  bills,  and  bonds,  1  was  ever  writ  Squire ; 
That  of  land  I  had  both  sorts,  some  good  and  some  evil. 
But  that  a  great  part  on't  was  pawn'd  to  the  devil ; 
That  as  for  my  parts,  they  were  such  as  he  saw ; 
That  indeed  I  had  a  small  smatt'ring  of  law. 
Which  I  lately  had  got  more  by  practice  than  reading 
By  sitting  o'  th'  bench,  whilst  otner!*  were  pleadmg ; 
But  that  arms  I  had  ever  more  studied  than  arts. 
And  was  now  to  a  Captain  rai^'d  by  my  deserts ; 
lliat  the  business  which  led  me  through  Palatine  ground 
Into  Ireland  was,  whither  now  I  was  bound." 
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It  may  be  inferred  from  Cotton's  description  of  a  storm  which 
he  inscribed  to  a  nobleman  whose  name  is  not  mentioned,*  that 
he  was  nearly  shipwrecked  in  his  passage  to  Ireland. 

Allusions  to  himself  also  occur  in  his  *'  Epistle  to  Sir  OifTord 
Clifton,  then  sitting  in  Parliament,"  and  in  several  other  of  his 
pieces.     He  tells  Clifton 

**  That  you  may  gue<s  at  the  party  that  writes  t'ee^ 
And  not  grope  in  the  dark,  I'll  hold  up  these  lights  t'ee. 

For  his  stature,  he's  but  a  contemptible  male, 
And  grown  something  swab  with  drinking  good  ale  : 
His  locks,  than  your  brown,  a  little  thought  brighter. 
Which  grey  hairs  make  every  year  whiter  and  whiter : 
His  visage,  which  all  the  rest  mainly  disgraces, 
Is  warp't,  or  by  age,  or  cutting  of  faces. 
So  that.  Whether  'twere  made  so.  or  whether  'twere  man'd. 
In  good  sooth,  he*s  a  very  unpromising  bard : 


His  le|[s.  which  creep  out  of  two  old-fashion'd  kna(>sackS| 
Are  neither  two  mill-posts,  nor  yet  are  thev  trap-sticks  : 
They  bear  him,  when  sober,  bestir  'em  and  spare  not. 


And  who  the  devil  can  sund  when  ihev  are  not  T 

Thus  much  for  his  person,  now  for  his  condition. 
That's  sick  enough  full  to  re<)uire  a  physician : 
He  always  wanu  monev,  which  makes  him  want  ease. 
And  he's  always  besieg  d,  tho'  himself  of  the  peace. 
By  an  army  of  duns,  who  batter  with  scandals. 
And  are  foemen  mure  fierce  than  the  Goths  or  the  Vandals. 
But  when  he  does  sally,  as  sometimes  he  does. 
Then  hey  for  Bess  Jifckson,  and  a  fig  for  his  foes : 
He's  good  fellow  enotigh  to  do  every  one  ri^ht. 
And  never  was  first  that  ask'd,  what  time  o(  night  f 
His  delight  is  to  toss  the  cann  merrily  round. 
And  loves  to  be  wet,  but  hates  to  be  drown'd  : 
He  fain  would  be  itist,  but  sometimes  he  cannot. 
Which  gives  him  the  trouble  that  other  men  have  not. 
He  honotu^  his  friend,  but  he  wants  means  to  show  it, 
And  loves  to  be  rhyming,  but  is  the  worst  poet 
Yet  among  all  these  vices,  to  give  him  his  doe. 
He  has  the  virtue  to  be  a  true  lover  of  you. 
But  how  much  he  loves  you,  he  says  you  may  gue^s  it. 
Since  nor  prose,  nor  yet  metre,  he  swean  can  exprtss  iL** 

In  1670  he  published  a  new  edition  of  his  "Virgil  Travcsjie," 
which  contained  the  first  and  fourth  books. •  To  this  work  he  is 
principally  indebted  for  his  literary  fame  ;  for  such  is  the  caprice 
of  the  public,  that  whilst  his  other,  and  far  more  important  writings 
have  been  comparatively  neglected,  this  absurd  burlesque  has  gone 
through  no  less  than  fifteen  editions.  Upon  a  work  which  is  so 
well  known  it  is  unnecessary  to  make  any  critical  remarks  ;  and 
though  no  person  would  wish  the  example  of  one  of  Cotton's 
biographers*  to  be  followed,  by  introducing  a  long  dissertation  on 

«»  Poems,  p.  199. 

>  Cotton  did  not  affix  \C\%  name  to  thi«  work,  which  was  thus  adverti^  by  Henry 
Brome  in  1668,  **  Scarronides,  or  Virgil  Travestie,  both  parts  by  a  person  of  honor,  in 
8vo." 

»  Oldys. 
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that  kind  of  composition,  there  are  some  facts  connected  with  that 
poem  which  must  be  stated.  The  chief  objection  which  has  been 
Bxged  against  it  is  that  it  is  disfigured  by  indecent  and  vulgar 
expressions;  and  though  it  is  by  no  means  intended  to  defend 
them,  still  much  allowance  ought  to  be  made  for  the  taste  of  the 
age  in  which  Cotton  lived,  which  produced  Hudibras,  and  several 
other  works  c^  a  similar  nature.  But  it  is  remarkable  that  the 
early  editions  of  "  Virgil  Travestie "  are  free  from  many  of  the 
grosser  allusions  that  occur  in  the  later  impressions ;  and  as 
Cotton's  motive  fpr  introducing  them  into  the  subsequent  editions 
is  not  known,  it  is  doubtful  whether  the  appetite  of  the  public  or 
bb  own  feelings  had  become  more  depraved,  or  whether  they 
were  the  suggestions  of  some  of  his  companions.  The  deterior- 
ation may  however  have  arisen  from  the  desire  of  his  bookseller  to 
give  greater  piquancy  to  the  later  editions,  for  the  sake  of  the  sale  ; 
but  as  they  were  made  in  the  author's  lifetime,  that  circumstance 
would  not  excuse  him. 

It  has  been  said  that  some  lines  in  "  Virgil  Travestie"  gave  so 
nmch  offence  to  a  female  relation,  whose  name  he  had  used  in 
allusion  to  her  ruff,  that  she  changed  her  intention  of  leaving  him 
her  fortiine,  amounting  to  between  four  or  five  hundred  pounds  per 
annum.  This  anecdote  has  however  been  doubted,  because  he 
had  neither  an  aunt  nor  grandmother  whose  name  was  Cokayne  ;  ^ 
and  another  ^  of  his  biographers  even  denies  that  such  an  offensive 
passage  can  be  found  in  any  of  his  writings.  The  lines  in  question 
are  thus  printed  in  all  the  early  editions  : — 

*'  And  then  there  is  a  fair  great  rufl^ 
Made  of  a  pure  and  costly  stuff. 
To  wear  about  her  Highness  neck. 
Like  Mrs  Cockaynes  in  the  Peak.^  « 

The  tradition  on  the  subject  is,  that  the  lady  alluded  to  was 
Cotton's  cousin,  Miss  Lucy  Cokayne,  youngest  daughter  of  Thomas 
Cokayne,  of  Ashbourn  Hall,  in  Derbyshire,  and  sister  of  Sir  Aston 
Cokayne  ;  that  she  was  deformed,  and  to  conceal  the  defect  wore  a 
remarkably  lai^e  ruff ;  and  that  when  Cotton  was  remonstrated 
with,  and  requested  to  substitute  some  other  lines,  he  replied,  "  I 
^  not  spoil  my  joke  for  any  humpbacked  b  in  Christendom."* 


*  Btograpiiia  Britannica.  '  Sir  John  Hawkins. 

*  Altned  in  the  coUecied  edition  of  Cotton's  works  in  171^,  to  '*  Like  Miss  Cockayne's 
iJte  Peak,"  probably  for  the  uke  of  the  metre,  which  is,  however,  perfectly  correct  as 

*  Kne  was  orieinally  written,  if  "  Mrs,"  when  printed  at  length,  stood  as  it  oucrht  to  do. 
Ubtress,'*  which  was  then  the  usual  appellation  of  unmai  ricd  women. 
^  From  the  information  of  the  laic  William  Batcman,  Esq.  of  Middleton, 
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Part  of  this  story  is,  however,  rendered  extremely  doubtful  by  the 
following  facts.  The  lady  •  was  a  younger  child  of  a  large  family, 
and  therefore  was  not  likely  to  have  had  much  fortune  at  her  own 
disposal :  moreover,  she  appears  to  have  died  before  Cotton  was 
twenty  years  of  age,  and  long  before  **  Virgil  Travestie "  was 
published ;  and  whilst  he  was  only  distantly  related  to  her, 
she  had  a  brother,  several  sisters,  and  many  nephews  and 
nieces. 

In  the  same  year,  1670,  Cotton  published  a  translation  of  Ger- 
ard's History  of  the  Life  of  the  Duke  of  Espemon,  in  a  folio 
volume,  which  he  dedicated  to  Dr  Gilbert  Sheldon,  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury.  His  motive  for  inscribing  it  to  that  prelate  he  thus 
explained  in  his  letter  to  the  Archbishop,  dated  at  Beresford  on  the 
30th  of  October  1669  : — 

"  I  have  been  prompted  thereunto  by  an  honest  vanity  I  have,  the  world 
should  take  notice,  that  how  private  soever  my  life  has  been,  I  have  not 
altogether  conversed  with  obscurity  ;  but  that  I  have  had  the  honour  to  be 
sometime  known  unto,  and  to  have  been  favoured  by  one  of  the  greatest 
Prelates,  and  the  best  men  upon  earth." 

He  also  said  that  the  work  "  has  so  the  much  better  title  to  your 
acceptance,  as  it  is  the  fruit  of  the  most  innocent  part  of  my  time ; 
and  offered  with  a  heart  as  grateful  for  the  many  favours  I  have 
received  from  your  Grace's  bounty,  and  as  full  of  honour  and 
reverence  for  your  person  and  dignity,  as  any  man  who  in  a  better 
and  more  studied  stile,  may  take  the  boldness  to  subscribe  himself," 
&c. 

Some  extracts  from  the  preface  will  be  read  with  interest 
because  they  afford  information  about  Cotton  himself ; — 

"  Having  about  three  years  since,  and  in  the  vacancy  of  a  country  life, 
taken  this  volume  in  hand,  before  I  had  gone  through  the  first  three 
books,  I  was  called  away  first  by  empIo3nnent,  and  after  dismissed  from 
that,  taken  off  by  so  long  and  so  uncomfortable  a  sickness,  that  I  found 
myself  utterly  unfit  for  any  undertaking  of  this,  or  any  other  kind ;  and 
consequently,  had  almost  given  over  all  thoughts  of  proceeding  in  a  work. 


well.  That  |^ntleman  added,  "  Thin  tradition  has  been  handed  down  in  a  family  for 
four  generations  from  the  great-grandfather,  John  Marsh,  who  was  a  servant  in  the 
Cotton  family,  and  a  great  favourite  of  the  poet's,  to  John  Marsh,  his  great-grandsoo, 
who  has  often  related  ic  to  me  as  beinjr  certainly  what  happened." 

•  Lucy  Cokayne  was  the  fifth  daughter  of  Thomas  Cokayne.  She  was  bora  shortly 
after  1612.  and  died  unmarried  at  the  a^e  of  thirty-four,  probably  about  1647,  and  cer' 
tainly  before  1658.  See  an  epitaph  by  Sir  Aston  Cokayne  on  his  dear  sister  Mrs  Lettice 
Armstrong,  "  who  deceased  about  the  43d  of  her  age,  and  of  Mrs  Lucy  Colomic,  who 
died  about  the  34th  of  hers,  and  lye  both  buried  at  Ashbom."    Cokayne's  Poems,  jt 
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which  at  some  melancholy  times,  I  believed  I  might  not  live  to  finish. 
Being  since  restored  to  a  better  state  of  health,  and  coming  to  review  my 
papers,  either  the  dislike  of  what  I  had  already  done,  the  shame  of  having 
been  so  long  in  doing  it,  the  indisposition  of  my  disease  left  still  hanging 
upon  me,  the  bulk  of  what  I  had  undertaken,  the  little  leisure  I  conceived 
I  might  have  wherewith  to  perform  it,  or  all  together,  had  almost  per- 
suaded me  to  hold  on  the  same  resolution,  and  for  ever  to  let  it  alone  ;  till 
recoUectiiig  myself,  I  remembered  I  had  a  greater  obligation  upon  me 
(which  nevertheless  I  do  not  think  fit  to  publish  in  this  place)  to  go  through 
with  what  I  had  already  begun,  than  was  to  be  dissolved  by  any  truant 
hamour,  or  private  aversion  of  my  own.  I,  therefore,  reassumed  my 
fonner  purpose,  and  some  months  since  took  the  book  again  in  good 
earnest  in  hand,  which  when  I  have  said,  any  ingenious  person  may 
reasonably  wonder,  how  a  man  in  good  earnest,  and  that  has  so  little  to  do 
in  the  world  as  I  have,  could  be  all  this  tedious  time  about  such  a  piece  of 
work  as  this  :  to  which,  if  what  I  have  already  said  will  not  serve  for  an 
excQse,  I  shall  answer,  that  although  by  my  incapacity,  my  ill  fortune,  or 
both,  I  stand  excused  from  public  employment,  I  nave  notwithstanding  so 
much  private  concern  of  my  own  to  divert  me,  and  so  few  moments  to 
bestow  upon  myself^  that  I  wonder  it  is  done  so  soon ;  an  apology  I  might 
however  have  spared,  since  my  haste  will  I  fear  be  too  legible  in  every 
line." 

It  would  seem  that  Cotton  had  met  with  some  pecuniary  losses 
from  his  previous  pubUcations,  and  that  he  was  not  induced  to 
translate  the  work  from  any  expectation  of  profit,  as  he  says  ; — 

"It  was  not,  therefore,  out  of  any  ambition  X  had  to  be  again  in  print, 
I  having  suffered  too  much  that  way  already ;  nor  to  be  reputed  a  good 
translator,  the  best  whereof  sit  in  the  lowest  form  of  writers," — **  neither 
was  I  prompted  to  it  by  any  design  of  advantage,  that  consideration  being 
ever  very  much  below  my  thoughts ;  nor  to  oblige  the  world,  that  being  as 
much  above  my  expectation  :  but  having  an  incurable  humour  of  scribbling 
upon  me,  I  believed  I  could  not  choose  a  braver  subject  for  my  friends^ 
di?ersion,  and  my  own  entertainment  than  this." 

He  often  adverts  to  the  Duke  of  Espemon's  loyalty  in  terms 
of  admiration,  and  states  that  it  was  his  greatest  inducement  to 
undertake  the  work,  "  especially,"  he  adds,  "  when  I  reflected  up- 
on the  times  we  ourselves  have  too  lately  seen,  when  loyalty  was. 
not  very  much  in  fashion,  or  not  to  be  owned  without  manifest 
ruin."  He  then  makes  a  pleasing  acknowledgment  to  his 
publisher,  Henry  Brome,  who  was,  it  is  presumed,  the  brother  of 
the  poet  of  that  name,  with  whom,  as  has  been  already  observed, 
both  Walton  and  Cotton  were  intimate  : — 

"Lastly,  in  the  behlalf  of  my  bookseller  Mr  Brome  (to  whose  kindness 
I  owe  more  than  I  can  pay  him  by  this  impression)  1  am  to  say,  that 
alth<Kigh  1  dare  not  answer  how  far  this  history  may  suffer  by  my  over- 
iishts  or  mistakes,  or  by  the  faults  escaped  the  press,  which  (I  know  not 
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by  what  accident)  are  very  many,  and  some  of  them  very  considerable ; 
et  I  dare  pronounce  it  one  of  the  best  things  I  have  seen  in  that  language, 
\  do  not  mean  for  the  excellency,  or  harmony  of  the  style  which  in  the 
original  itself,  though  the  words  there  be  very  significant,  elegant,  and 
admirably  well  chosen,  is  notwithstanding  none  of  the  smoothest  I  have 
read  :  but  for  the  importsmce  of  the  subject,  wherein  yon  will  find  much 
of  the  policy  of  that  time,  not  only  of  France  itself,  but  moreover  of  the 
courts  of  England.  Rome,  Spain,  Savoy,  Germany,  Sweden,  and  the  States 
of  the  Unit^  Provinces,  together  with  a  narrative  of  all  the  most  cele- 
brated   battles,    skirmishes,   rencounters,   combats,  sieges,  assaults  and 
stratagems,  for  above  threescore  years,  together  with  the  descriptions  of 
the  strengths,  situations,  and  distances  of  cities,  towns,  castles,  citadels, 
forts,  rivers,  countries,  seignories,  jurisdictions  and  provinces,  and  all  this 
collected  and  delivered  by  a  judicious  and  impartial  hand,  an  extraordinary 
effect  of  a  French  pen,  that  nation  (especially  in  records  that  immediately 
concern  their  own  honor)  having  been  commonly  observed  to  be  very 
civil  to  themselves ;  so  that  methinks  the  dignity  of  the  subject,  and  the 
ingenuity  of  the  author  considered,  a  work  how  unhappily  soever  performed 
by  me,  undertaken  nevertlieless  merely  for  the  common  benefit  and  delight, 
ought  not  to  be  discountenanced,  nor  very  ill  received.     Yet  do  I  not 
(though  in  the  foregoing  paragraph  I  have  discovered  something  of  the 
charlatan  in  the  behalf  of  my  bookseller)  herebv  intend  to  beg  any  favour 
for  myself,  or  by  these  large  promises  to  bribe  my  reader  into  milder 
censures,  neither  do  I  think  it  fit  to  provoke  him  by  a  defiance  ;  for  that 
were  to  be  an  ill  man  as  well  as  an  ill  writer.     I  therefore  frankly,  and 
without  condition  expose  myself  to  every  man's  judgment,  of  which  such 
as  appeur  civil  to  me  are  my  friends,  and  I  shall  owe  them  the  same 
respect  when  it  shall  be  my  turn  to  judge,  as  it  is  now  to  be  censured. 
Those  who  will  not  be  so,  I  shall  threaten  no  further,  than  to  put  them  in 
mind,  that  if  ever  they  attempt  anything  of  the  same  nature,  they  will  then 
lie  under  the  same  disadvantage  I  now  do,  and  consequently  may  meet 
^  with  the  same  injustice." 

Between  1670  and  1674,  Cotton  translated  "The  Commentaries 
of  De  Montluc,  Marshal  of  France ;  *'  which  was  published  in 
1674.  He  dedicated  that  volume  to  his  distant  relation^  the  Eari 
of  Chesterfield,  to  whom  he  expressed  much  gratitude  for  **  many 
and  great  obligations  ;  "  and  he  said,  "  I  confess  I  have  a  desire 
both  to  be  more  universally  known  your  servant,  and  that  the 
world  at  the  same  time  should  take  notice,  that  though  you  may 
in  my  person  have  placed  your  favours  upon  an  imworthy,  yet 
they  have  nevertheless  been  conferred  upon  a  grateful  man." 

In  his  preface  he  again  mentions  the  little  success  which  had 
attended  his  literary  efforts,  and  explains  the  reason  of  his  con- 
tinuing nevertheless  to  write  : — 

"  A  man  that  has  had  no  better  luck  in  printing  books  than  I,  and  received 
7  See  the  accompanying  pedigree' 
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from  the  worid  so  little  thanks  for  his  labour,  should,  one  would  have  thooght, 
have  taken  some  reasonable  warning,  and  in  some  moderate  time  have  given 
over  scribbling;  but  notwithstanding  these  discouragements,  I  have 
hitherto,  and  do  yet  continue  incorrigible,  as  whoever  will  take  the  pains 
to  read  them,  will  see  by  the  following  Commentaries ;  and  seeing  I 
acknowledge  this  to  be  a  fault,  and  that  every  fault  recjnires  some  excuse, 
I  think  fit  to  give  the  reader  some  account  why  I  still  persist  so  obsti- 
nately to  pester  the  world  vrith  my  writings.  It  is  not  then  out  of  any  ill- 
natured  desire  I  have  to  be  troublesome,  or  any  great  ambition  I  have  to 
be  laughed  at ;  but  being  by  a  perpetual  confinement  to  the  solitude  of  my 
own  house,  put  eternally  upon  reading,  that  reading,  when  I  meet  veith 
anything  that  pleases  my  own  fancy,  inspires  me  with  a  desire  to  com- 
monicate  such  things  as  I  conceive  are  worth  knowing,  and  are  out  of  the 
common  road  of  ordinary  readers,  to  their  observation,  and  to  dedicate 
those  hours  which  I  myself  have  spent  with  some  delight  in  such  translations, 
to  their  vacancy  and  diversion.'* 

Cotton  prefixed  some  verses  to  the  volume  "On  the  brave 
Marshal  de  Montluc,  and  his  Commentaries  writ  by  his  own 
hand ; "  and  Flatman  and  Newcourt  wrote  several  lines  "  On  the 
worthy  Translator,"  but  none  of  these  pieces  merit  further  notice. 
A  work  was  published  in  the  same  year,  called  **  The  Complete 
Gamester,"*  which  has  been  confidently  attributed  to  Cotton  ;•  but 
there  is  nothing  to  prove  that  it  was  written  by  him.  He  likewise 
published  a  small  volume  in  1674,  entitled  "The  Fair  One  of 
Tunis ;  or,  The  Generous  Mistress  :  a  new  piece  of  gallantry  out  of 
French,"  1  which  has  been  considered  a  mere  translation  ;  but  it 
would  appear  from  the  curious  "  Advertisement  to  the  Reader," 
that  it  was  almost,  if  not  entirely,  an  original  work : — 


*  Or  "  Instructions  how  to  play  at  BUliardt,  Tracks.  Bowls,  and  Chess ;  together  with 
an  maimer  of  usual  and  most  firentele  Games,  either  on  Cards  or  Dice,  to  which  is 
added,  the  Art  and  Mysteries  of  Riding,  Racing,  Archery  and  Cock-fighting."  London, 
printed  by  A.  M.  for  R.  Cullen,  and  to  be  sokl  by  Henry  Brome,  at  the  Gun,  at  the 
vest  end  of  St  Pauls,  8vo,  1674. 

»  In  the  preface  to  "The  Compleat  Gamester,  written  for  the  use  of  the  young 
friocesses,  by  Richard  Seymour,  Esq.,"  the  fifth  edition  of  which  was  printed  in  17:^4, 
it  it  said  that  **the  second  and  third  paru  of  this  treatise  were  originally  wriuen  by 
Charles  Cotton,  Esq.,  some  years  since.*' 

'  ''The  Fair  One  of  Tunis ;  or,  The  Generous  Mistres :  a  new  piece  of  gallantry. 
0«  of  French. 

TibuL  Eleg.  a,  L  x. 

'  Fortes  adjuvat  ipsa  Venuti, 
Quixquis  amore  tenetur,  eat  tutusq :  sacerq : 
Qualibet,  insidias  non  timuisse  decet.' 

London :  Printed  for  Henry  Brome,  at  the  Gun  in  St  Paul's  Churchyard,  1674."    8vo, 

It  has  a  frontis{Mece,  representing  a  knight  in  armour  on  horseback  receiving  a  spear 
•IjToed  with  laurel  from  Mars,  and  a  chapTet  from  Venus.    Above,  on  a  scroll,  is  wniten 

The  Fayre  One  of  Tvnis;  or  the  Generovs  Mistriss."  In  the  catalogue  of  Brome's 
pblHMtioos,  at  the  end  of  "  The  Planter's  Manual,"  in  1675.  it  is  thus  advertised  :  **  The 
Fair  One  of  Tunis,  a  new  piece  of  gallantry,  by  C  Cot.  Esq.  in  oct.    %s.  Cd." 
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"  Courteous  Reader,— Without  regarding  after  what  manner  the  world 
shall  please  to  receive  it,  and  at  the  hazard  of  increasing  the  number  of  ill 
authors,  I  have  undertaken  to  write  a  book ;  which  I  have  been  the  rather 
encouraged  to  do,  by  reason  that  so  many  nowadays  take  upon  them 
that  employment  The  booksellers  pay  no  excise  that  I  know  of  :  our 
masters  (blest  be  God)  have  not  yet  unbethought  them  of  imposing  a  ^able 
upon  that  sort  of  commodity.  X  cannot,  however,  but  confess  it  would 
bring  in  a  great  revenue  ;  and  *tis  pity  the  officers  of  excise  should  lose  so 
fair  an  opportunity  of  filling  his  majesty's  coffers  (or  rather  their  own). 
For  the  number  of  ill  writers  is  much  greater  than  any  man  would 
imagine,  and  certainly  a  penny  a  quire  for  all  the  trumpery  the  press  sends 
out  in  a  year,  would  amount  to  a  pretty  matter.  But  possibly  they  are 
afraid  these  pretenders  to  wit  should  rise  in  rebellion,  and  nobody  is  willing 
to  draw  upon  himself  a  whole  library  of  invectives.  But  be  it  how  it  will, 
I  found  myself  in  the  humour,  and  at  leisure  to  play  the  fool  a  little  as 
well  as  others ;  I  had  nothing  else  to  do,  and  thought  it  was  better  to  spoil 
a  little  paper  at  home  in  my  chamber,  than  to  wear  out  my  shoes  in 
walking  the  streets  to  no  purpose. 

**  In  this,  my  first  and  principal  design  was  to  divert  myself;  my  next 
(dear  Reader)  to  please  thee,  in  saying  here  and  there  some  things,  that  I 
thought  were  pleasant  and  rational  enough.  If  thou  likest  it,  I  have  my 
end,  and  demand  nothing  of  thee  in  return,  but  that  thou  wilt  confess  it  ; 
which  I  shall  hear  of  by  somebody  or  another :  only  I  think  fit  to  i^ve 
thee  this  Advertisement,  that  it  is  really  a  true  history,  excepting  that 
part  of  the  Sultaness  her  escape,  with  that  of  Don  Pedro  and  Isabella 
Albirond  only  getting  off  clear  in  the  truth  of  the  story  ;  and  therefore  do 
not  look  upon  it  as  a  mere  piece  of  invention,  for  it  is  no  such  thing. 

'  Fu  quel  ch*  io  dico,  e  non  v'aggiungo  un  pelo ; 
lo  '1  vidi,  lo  '1  so.' 

"  It  is  not  so  long  since  this  happened  neither,  that  we  can  reckon  by 
anything  but  the  months  ;  and  therefore  has  at  least  the  grace  of  novelty, 
which  no  one  can  deny  it.  If  I  would  have  taken  the  liberty  of  the 
romance  writers,  who  make  what  adventures  they  please,  and  carry  them 
on  at  the  extravagant  rate  of  their  own  fancy,  I  could  peradventure  have 
made  this  more  modish,  and  much  fuller  of  affairs  and  intrigues.  A  few 
hours'  meditation  would  have  done  that,  but  for  once  I  paint  by  the  life, 
and  not  by  invention.  The  aforesaid  gentlemen  raise  their  fabulous  stories 
to  such  a  d^ree  of  surprise,  or  impossibility  indeed,  that  they  seem  some- 
times to  drop  out  of  the  clouds :  but  in  the  meantime,  truth  is  doubtless 
that  which  best  pleases  in  a  narrative.  If  thou  art  of  this  opinion,  thou 
wilt  take  more  pleasure  in  reading  such  a  piece  of  gallantry  as  this,  which 
has  really  come  to  pass,  than  one  of  those  celebrated  fables,  that  has  hardly 
ever  entered  into  more  than  one  man's  imagination. 

**  What  there  is  more  of  rare  in  this  is,  that  never  any  bagatelle  of  love 
came  out  of  Barbary  till  now.  The  pirates  of  Tunis  and  Algier  do  not 
much  intrigue  themselves  in  gallantry ;  but  another  sort  of  pirate  is  here 
come  under  the  standard  of  love,  to  carry  away  from  these  barbarians  the 
greatest  beauty  their  nation  ever  had  :  whether  or  no  it  be  lawful  prize,  do 
thou  (friendly  Reader)  judge  ;  and  if  it  prove  otherwise,  arraign  him  rather 
than  me.     I  have  followed  the  Mesmoires  that  were  delivered  to  me,  to 
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which  I  haye  only  given  words,  and  wherein  the  workmanship  hat  nothing 
defaced  the  natond  truth  of  the  story.     Farewell." 

In  1675  Cotton  printed  another  work  in  the  style  of  **  Virgil 
Travestie,"  entitled  **  Burlesque  upon  Burlesque,  or  the  Scoffer 
Scoft,  being  some  of  Lucian's  Dialogues,  newly  put  into  English 
Fustian."'  His  name  is  not  placed  in  the  title-page,  and  the 
same  objections  apply  to  this  production  as  to  his  "Virgil 
Travestie."  In  a  prologue  he  alludes  to  the  Duchess  of  New- 
castle's plays,  and  says  of  his  Burlesque,  that 

"  For  a  fine  piece  'twas  not  intended. 
Since  in  a  month  'twas  both  begun  and  ended." 

There  was  perhaps  much  truth  in  the  reason  which  he  assigns 
m  the  Epilogue  for  writing  **  such  trumpery  a  dog  would  tire," 
namely,  that 

"■  In  the  precious  age  we  lire  in. 
Most  people  are  so  lewdly  given, 
Coarse  hempen  trash  is  sooner  read, 
Than  poems  of  a  finer  thread." 

This,  he  says,  made  him 

*•  Wisely  choose 
To  dizen  up  his  dirty  muse. 
In  such  an  odd  fantastic  weed. 
As  every  one  he  knew  would  read.** 

He  adds, 

"  Yet  is  he  wise  enou^  to  know. 
His  muse  however  sings  too  low 
(Tliough  warbling  in  the  newest  fashion), 
To  work  a  woric  of  reformation  : 
And  so  writ  this  (to  tell  you  true). 
To  please  himself  as  well  as  you." 

If  the  public  gave  the  work  as  favourable  a  reception  as  **  others 
much  of  the  same  fashion,"  he  promised  to  travesty  Lucian's 
Dialogues  of  the  dead  in  a  similar  manner,*  but  which  he  never 
performed. 

Another  of  Cotton's  works,  "The  Planter's  Manual,"*  also 
a{>peared  in  1675,  wherein  he  displayed  considerable  knowledge 

'  "For  the  consideration  of  those  who  had  rather  laugh  and  be  merry,  than  be  merry 
ud  wise."    I^ted  by  Henry  Brome,  8vo,  1675. 

>  "  He'll  do  what  ne'er  wrfl  done  by  any, 
And  raise  the  dead*  to  enterutn  ye." 

*  "The  punter's  Manual,  being  instructions  for  the  raising,  planting,  and  cultivaUng 
aH  sorts  of  Fruit-Trees,  whether  stone-fruits  or  pcpin-fruits,  with  their  natures  and  sca- 
«)Mb  Very  useful  for  such  as  are  curious  in  planting  and  grafting.  By  Charles  Cotton, 
E»q.    London,  printed  for  Henry  Brome,  in  St  PauPs  Church- Yard,  1675,  8vo. 

*  "  Lndan's  Dialogues  of  the  Dead." 
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of  the  subject  of  which  he  treats.  In  the  Address  to  the  Reader 
he  says  it  "  was  only  written  for  the  private  satisfaction  of  a  very 
worthy  gentleman,  who  is  exceedingly  curious  in  the  choice  of  his 
fruits,  and  has  great  judgment  in  planting ; "  but  as  that  person 
had  expressed  a  strong  opinion  of  its  utility,  Cotton  thought 
proper  to  publish  it  The  following  passage,  in  which  he  recom- 
mends that  fi-uit-trees  should  be  imported  from  France,  is  remark- 
able :  "  Seeing  that  (for  aught  I  ever  heard)  fruit-trees  are  no 
contraband  commodity  betwixt  the  nations,  I  cannot  conceive  bet 
that  it  is  worth  the  airiosity,  pains,  and  cost,  to  furnish  ourselves 
from  thence  with  those  of  the  greatest  excellency,  both  for  beauty 
and  flavour ;  nor  why  we  should  not  as  well  better  ourselves  by 
them  this  way,  as  altogether  be  debauched  by  their  effeminate 
manners,  luxurious  kickshaws,  and  fantastic  fashions,  by  which  we 
are  already  sufficiently  Frenchified,  and  more  than  in  the  opinion 
of  the  wiser  sort  of  men,  is  consistent  either  with  the  constitution, 
or  indeed  the  honour  of  the  English  nation." 

Cotton  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  his  wife  about  the  year  1 670. 
He  had  by  her  three  sons,  Beresford,  Wingfield,*  and  Charles 
Cotton,  and  five  daughters,  Olive,  Katherine,  Isabella,  Jane,  and 
Mary.  Of  these  children,  Charles,  WingfieJd,  Isabella,  Jane,  and 
Mary  were  bom  after  1664  ;  but  only  five  of  them  were  living  in 
1675.  It  is  uncertain  how  long  he  continued  a  widower;  but 
probably  only  a  short  time,  as  before  1675  he  had  married  Mary, 
the  eldest  daughter  of  Sir  William  Russell,  of  Strensham,  in  Wor- 
cestershire, Bart.;  and  widow  of  Wingfield,  fifth  Baron  Cromwell, 
and  second  Earl  of  Ardglass,  who  died  in  1668.  That  lady  is 
said  to  have  had  a  jointure  of  ;^i  500  per  annum ;  but  this  increase 
to  his  income  did  not  prevent  the  necessity  of  his  again  applying 
to  Parliament  in  the  27th  Car.  II.  1675,  for  authority  to  sell  part 
of  his  estates,  for  the  payment  of  his  debts ;  and  an  Act  was  passed 
in  that  year  which  affords  much  information  about  his  affairs. 
After  reciting  the  settlement  of  his  estates  in  July  1656,  which  has 
been  already  mentioned,*  the  Act  states  that  his  wife  Isabella  was 
then  dead  ;  that  she  had  left  one  son  and  four  daughters,  who  were 
prevented  by  their  father's  mortgages,  and  other  incumbrances, 
from  enjoying  the  advantages  to  which  they  were  entitled  under 
that  settlement ;  and  that  he  therefore  was  willing  to  divest  him- 


*  Tliis  son  was  probably  so  called  after  Wingfield  Cromwellt  Ear)  of  Ardglass,  whose 
widow  Cotton  married.  As  Sir  Aston  Cokayne  calls  the  Earl  of  Ardglass  **  his  nobie 
kinsman,"  that  nobleman  must  have  been  aluo  disUntly  related  to  Cotton. 

*  Vide  page  dxxi.  antea. 
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self  of  his  title  to  hfe  property  for  the  payment  of  his  debts,  which 
together  with  ^£2000  to  be  raised  for  his  daughters'  portions, 
amounted  to  about  j^Sooo.  It  was  therefore  enacted  that  all  his 
lands  should  be  vested  in  trustees,  who  should  allow  hin:i  to  retain 
Beresford  Hall,  and  to  receive  the  sum  of  £,\o  per  annum,  during 
his  own  life  and  the  life  of  the  Right  Honourable  Dame  Mary 
Countess- Dowager  of  Ardglass,  and  after  her  decease  the  sum  of 
{fio  yearly,  above  the  said  annuity  of  ^£40,  so  long  as  he  might 
live ;  that  as  much  land  should  be  sold  as  would  pay  his  debts, 
and  raise  ^£2000  for  his  daughters'  portions  ;  and  that  the  rest  of 
his  estates  should  be  conveyed  to  his  only  son,  Beresford  Cotton, 
and  the  heirs  of  his  body,  with  remainder  to  the  heirs  of  his 
father/ 

The  next  occasion  on  which  a  notice  of  Cotton  has  been  found 
was  in  February  1676,  when  Walton  requested  him  to  fulfil  his 
promise  of  writing  a  Treatise  on  Fly-Fishing  for  a  second  part  of 
the  "  Complete  Angler."     As  some  remarks  on  that  production  will 
be  found  in  the  Memoir  of  Walton,  it  is  not  necessary  to  make 
many  observations  upon  it  here.     It  was  written  in  ten  days  ;  and 
in  imitation  of  the  plan  of  the  "  Complete  Angler,"  the  instructions 
are  conveyed  in  a  dialogue  between  Cotton,  who  is  the  Piscator 
of  the  piece,  and  a  Traveller.     The  latter  individual  is  supposed 
to  be  overtaken  by  Cotton  near  Brailsford,  a  small  village  about 
five  miles  from  Ashboum,  on  the  road  from  Derby.     He  informs 
Cotton  that  he  came  from  Essex,  and  was  going  into  Lancashire 
00  some  business  for  a  near  relation  ;  and  the  conversation  hap- 
pening to  turn  on  fish  and  fishing,  they  discover  that  they  were 
both  friends  of  Izaak  Walton,  and  that  the  traveller  is  the  person 
who  is  described  in  the  "  Complete  Angler  "  under  the  name  of 
Venator.     This  leads  to  an  immediate  intimacy  between  them, 
and  Cotton  insists  upon  his  accompanying  him  to  Beresford,  where 
he  promises  to  give  him  practical  lessons  in  catching  trout.     On 
arriving  at  his  house  he  heartily  welcomes  him  ;  and  after  supper 
some  ale  and  pipes  are  ordered  by  the  host,  who  assures  his  guest 
that  his  tobacco  is  the  best  he  could  procure  in  London,  which  is 
deserving  of  notice,  as  proof  that  Cotton's  denouncement  of  that 
"pernicious  and   stinking  weed,"   in    one  of  his  poems,®  could 
scarcely  have  been  sincere,  unless  his  taste  had  changed  after  it 
was  written.     They  proceeded  next  morning  to  their  sport,  which 
is  continued  for  two  days,  during  which  time  Cotton  instructs  him 

'  Private  Act,  27  Car  II.  No.  4.  •  Coiton's  Poenw,  p.  5'4. 
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in  fly-fishing,  making  flies,  and  other  arcana  of  the  art ;  and  they 
separate,  Viator  having  first  assured  him,  that  if  he  lives  until  the 
following  May  twelvemonth,  he  will  pay  him  another  visit,  "either 
with  my  master  Walton  or  without  him ;  and  in  the  meantime 
shall  acquaint  him  how  much  you  have  made  of  me  for  his  sake; 
and  I  hope  he  loves  me  well  enough  to  thank  you  for  it" 

This  allusion  to  fly-fishing  affords  an  opportunity  of  printing, 
for  the  first  time,  a  very  interesting  letter,®  from  Henry  Vernon, 
Esq.,  of  Congerton,  in  Cheshire,  dated  in  June  1637,  apparently 
to  Sir  Edward  Vernon,  of  Sudbury,  the  immediate  ancestor  of  the 
present  Lord  Vernon,  which  cannot  fail  to  please  all  true  brothers 
of  the  Angle,  as  it  is  written  in  the  spirit  which  animated  the  great 
patriarch  of  their  art,  with  whom  it  is  probable  that  the  writer  was 
acquainted. 

"  Good  Uncle  and  Fellow-Fisher,— My  kind  and  true  respects  re- 
membred  unto  you,  &c.  I  have  gott  see  many  sonnes  that  I  have  troubled 
most  of  my  old  friends  in  Com  :  Cest :  to  bee  godfathers,  whereby  I  am 
enforced  to  file  to  that  port  where  I  first  arrived.  Your  readinesse  in 
doeing  mee  the  favour  to  bee  a  godfather  to  my  child  I  doubt  not  of,  yett 
I  earnestly  desier  it ;  and  I  entreate  you  to  remember  to  bnnge  your  tack- 
ling for  two  penie  trouts  (for  better  wee  have  none)  and  your  furniture  for 
fishing,  to  bee  joviall  with  mee  a  weeke  at  the  least  who  soever  comes 
and  goes.  For  your  entertainement  you  shall  have  what  you  can  catch, 
and  if  you  will  stay  I  will  goe  with  you  to  Sudburie,  then  I  will  tire 
Dove  bridge  and  devoure  all  the  fish  in  Eaton  foards,  in  which  having 
cooled  our  selves,  the  houndes  will  call  us  to  the  hills  where  wee  will  use 
a  contrarie  violence,  and  moderate  our  courses  in  mingling  extremities. 
Thus  having  passed  the  day  the  time  growes  short,  yett  when  you  come 
to  Congerton  which  must  bee  before  Tlmrsday,  you  may  there  find  readie 
at  commaund  your  loving  kinsman  and  true  Graylinge  hunter, 

**  Hen.  Vernon. 

**  My  wife  remembers  her  kind  respects  unto  you. 

•*  Congerton,  June  25,  1637." 

In  1 68 1  Cotton  published  "  The  Wonders  of  the  Peak,"  a  poem 
descriptive  of  Chatsworth,  and  of  the  wild  and  dreary  scenery 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  Peak,  in  Derbyshire.  He  is  said  to  have 
written  this  piece,  which  in  his  dedication  of  it  to  the  Countess 
of  Devonshire  he  calls  an  "  Essay,"  in  imitation  of  Hobbes'  "  Dc 
Mirabilibus  Pecci."  Though  the  merits  of  the  poem  are  not  strik- 
ing, it  was  reprinted  in  1683  ;  a  fourth  edition  appeared  in  1699; 
and  it  was  included  in  the  collection  of  his  works  in  17 15.     The 

'  l*he  original  is  preserved  among  the  valuable  family  papers  of  Lord  Vernon,  who  has 
obligingly  contributed  it  to  this  work. 
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kst  work  which  was  published  in  his  lifetime  was  a  translation  of 
Montaigne's  Essays,  which  was  printed  in  three  volumes  in  1685, 
and  which  is  considered  to  be  his  most  important  contribution  to 
English  literature ;  for,  unlike  translations  in  general,  it  is  said 
rather  to  excel  than  be  inferior  to  the  original  He  dedicated 
his  labours  to  George  Savile,  Marquess  of  Halifax,  then  Lord 
Privy  Seal,  to  whom  he  says  he  had  become  slightly  known  some 
years  before.  The  Marquess  acknowledged  the  compliment  in 
the  following  letter  to  Cotton,  which  from  so  excellent  a  judge  of 
literature,  must  have  been  highly  gratifying  to  him : — 

**This  for  Charles  Cotton,  Esq.,  at  his  house  at  Beresford,-  to  be  left 
at  Ashbnrne,  in  Derbyshire. 

"  Sir, —I  have  too  long  delayed  my  thanks  to  you  for  giving  me  such  an 
obliging  evidence  of  your  remembrance.  That  alone  would  nave  been  a 
welcome  present,  but  when  joined  with  the  book  in  the  world  I  am  the 
best  entertained  with,  it  raiseth  a  strong  desire  in  me  to  be  better  known, 
where  I  am  sure  to  be  so  much  pleased.  I  have  'till  now  thought  wit  could 
not  be  translated,  and  do  still  retain  so  much  of  that  opinion,  that  I  believe 
it  impossible,  except  by  one  whose  genius  cometh  up  to  that  of  the  author. 
You  nave  the  original  strength  of  his  thought,  that  it  almost  tempts  a  man 
to  believe  the  transmigration  of  souls,  and  that  his  being  used  to  hills,  is 
come  into  the  moorlands,  to  reward  us  here  in  England,  for  doing  him 
more  right  than  his  country  will  afford  him.  He  hath  by  your  means 
mended  his  first  edition. 

"  To  transplant  and  make  him  ours,  is  not  only  a  valuable  acquisition 
to  us,  but  a  just  censure  of  the  critical  impertinence  of  those  Frencn  scrib« 
biers,  who  have  taken  pains  to  make  Uttle  cavils  and  exceptions  to  lessen 
the  reputation  of  this  great  man,  whom  nature  hath  made  too  big  to  con- 
fine  him  to  the  exactness  of  a  studied  stile.  He  let  his  mind  have  its  full 
flight  and  sheweth,  by  a  generous  kind  of  negligence,  that  he  did  not  write 
for  praise,  but  to  give  the  world  a  true  picture  of  himself  and  of  mankind. 
He  scorned  affected  periods,  or  to  please  the  mistaken  reader  with  an 
empty  chime  of  words.  He  hath  no  affection  to  set  himself  out,  and  de- 
pendeth  wholly  upon  the  natural  force  of  what  is  his  own,  and  the  excellent 
application  of  what  he  borroweth. 

**  You  see.  Sir,  I  have  kindness  enough  for  Monsieur  de  Montaigne  to 
be  vour  rival ;  but  nobody  can  now  pretend  to  be  in  equal  competition 
with  you.  I  do  willingly  3rield  it  is  no  small  matter  for  a  man  to  do  to  a 
more  prosperous  lover ;  and  if  you  will  repay  this  piece  of  justice  with 
another,  pray  believe,  that  he  who  can  translate  such  an  author  without 
doing  him  wrong,  must  not  only  make  me  glad,  but  proud  of  being  his 
very  humble  servant,  Halifax." 

It  appears  from  the  preface,^  as  well  as  from  the  address  of 

*  He  lays,  "  The  errors  of  the  press,  I  must  in  part  take  upon  myself,  livine  at  i 
re-note  a  distance  from  it,  and  supplying  ii  with  a  slubbered  copy  from  an  ilutera 
•unanuensis." 
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Lord  Halifax's  letter,  that  Cotton  was  living  at  Beresford  so  latdy 
as  1684  or  1685,  though  it  is  said  that  he  surrendered  that  estate 
to  Joseph  Woodhouse,  of  Wollescote,  in  Derbyshire,  gentleman, 
on  the  26th  March  1681,  who  sold  it  in  the  same  year  to  John 
Beresford,  Esq.,  of  Newton  Grange,  in  that  county.*  It  is  also  to 
be  observed  that  Dr  Plot,  in  his  Natural  History  of  Staffordshire, 
which  was  licensed  to  be  printed  in  April  1686,  repeatedly  men- 
tions his  **  worthy,  learned,  and  most  worthy  friend,  the  worship- 
ftil  Charles  Cotton,  of  Beresford,  Esquire  ;"*  to  whom  he  inscribed 
one  of  the  plates  in  that  woric  "  in  memory  of  his  favours, "  and 
he  speaks  of  **  his  pleasant  mansion  at  Beresford."  * 

After  the  publication  of  the  translation  of  Montaigne's  Essays, 
Cotton  employed  himself  in  translating  the  Memoirs  of  the  Sieur 
de  Pontis,  and  he  was  engaged  on  that  work  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  which  event  is  said  to  have  occurred  on  the  1 3th  of  Feb- 
ruary 1687.  It  is  also  stated  that  he  was  buried  at  St  Martins 
Church,^  but  no  entry  of  the  fact  occurs  in  the  Register  of  St 
Martin's-in-the- Fields,  or  of  St  Martin's,  Ludgate.  That  he  died 
in  or  before  that  year  is  however  certain,  as  on  the  12th  of  Sep- 
tember 1687  letters  of  administration  of  the  effects  of  Charles 
Cotton,  late  of  Beresford,  in  the  county  of  Stafford,  deceased,  with- 
in the  parish  of  St  James,  Westminster,  were  granted  to  "  Eliza- 
beth Blud worth,  widow,  his  principal  creditrix,  the  Honorable 
Mary  Countess-Dowager  of  Ardglass,  his  widow,  Beresford  Cotton, 
Esq.,  Olive  Cotton,  Katherine  Cotton,  Jane  Cotton,  and  Mary 
Cotton,  his  natural  and  lawful  children,  first  renouncing." 

As  he  died  of  a  fever,  his  death  was  probably  sudden ;  and  it 
is  not  known  whether  his  last  hours  were  cheered  by  the  preser\ce 
of  his  family,  or  in  what  condition  as  to  personal  comforts  he 
expired.  Soon  after  his  decease,  a  hasty  and  imperfect  edition  of 
his  poems  was  published,  without  a  preface,  or  a  single  word 
respecting  the  author.  Of  that  volume  the  following  information 
occurs  in  the  publisher's  preface  to  Cotton's  translation  of  the 
Memoirs  of  the  Sieur  de  Pontis  ;  whence  it  seems  that  he  had 
prepared  an  edition  of  his  poems*  for  the  press,  and  that  the 

*  '*  Blore's  MS.  ColIectioiM  for  a  History  of  Staffordshirei  late  in  the  possession  of 
William  Hamper,  Esq."  ■  Pp.  48,  8^  115.  *  Pp.  X65,  »76,  396. 

^  "18  February  1687,  Charles  Cotton,  died  in  London  on  Sunday  last*  of  a  feaver, 
and  buried  at  St  Martin's  Church." — MS*  Diary. 

*  llie  MS.  copy  of  some  of  Cotton's  poenu  which  has  been  before  mentioned  (p. 
cbcv.;  contains  the  following  title : — 

'EPPA'APrA 

Oiiantis  Opera. 


Under  which  is  written  :— 
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publication   of   it  was   prevented    by  the   appearance   of    the 
surreptitious  collection,  which  occasioned  much  annoyance  to  his 


*'Mr  Cotton  b^an  it"  [the  translation  of  the  Memoirs  of  Pontis] 
"some  six  months  before  his  death,  and  at  his  lebure  hours  had  made 
so  considerable  aprogress,  that  some  of  the  first  part  was  transcribed  fair 
for  the  press.  The  papers  left  in  the  hands  of  one  of  his  children,  lay 
neglected  for  some  years,  till  at  last,  a  relation  happening  to  read  some 
of  them,  undertook  to  see  them  corrected,  and  perfected  for  the  world, 
as  you  now  have  them.  Had  the  author  himself  been  living,  they  had 
appeared  long  ago  ;  or  had  good  fortune  directed  to  the  perusing  them 
sooner,  there  had  been  no  place  for  an  objection,  of  coming  out  five  years 
after  the  author's  decease.  I  know  what  injuries  men  receive  sometimes 
from  posthumous  pieces,  and  were  not  this  genuine,  the  most  part  now  by 
me,  under  his  own  hand,  and  such  as  I  know  to  have  been  certainly 
intended  for  the  public,  I  durst  not  have  made  bold  with  his  memory  and 
his  name.  I  would  not  have  done  it  with  any  man's,  but  especially  not 
vrith  his,  which  has  suffered  too  much  already,  by  the  indirect  pubUcation 
of  another  piece. 

**  The  only  thing  I  shall  say  (though  not  the  only  one  that  deserves  to  be 
said)  on  this  occasion  is,  that  if  the  person  who  disposed  of  those  Poems 
to  the  booksellers,  had  consulted  Mr  Cotton's  relations,  as  he  ought  to  have 
done,  both  his  memory  and  the  world  had  been  much  more  obliged  to  him. 
For  by  these  ungenerous  proceedings  he  hath  obstructed  the  publishing  of 
a  collection  very  different  from  that ;  and  well  chosen  by  the  author,  with 
a  preface  prepared  by  himself,  and  all  copied  out  for  the  press.  This 
digression  I  thought  due  to  the  character  of  a  person,  whose  other 
performances  have  been  so  well  received,  who  knew  how  to  distinguish 
between  writing  for  his  own  diversion,  and  the  entertainment  of  others ; 
and  had  a  better  judgment  than  to  thrust  anything  abroad  unworthy  himself 
or  his  readers.  I  only  beg  pardon  for  being  in  one  sense  very  unreason- 
able ;  for,  in  truth,  the  world  ought  to  have  been  undeceived  in  this  point 
a  great  deal  sooner,  and  by  an  advertisement  very  different  from  thb. ' 

It  is  nevertheless  from  this  volume  that  the  most  valuable  and 
interesting  facts  illustrative  of  Cotton's  feelings  and  character 
have  been  obtained ;  and  his  graver  poems  must  excite  no  less 
respect  for  the  elevated  tone  of  morality  and  religion  which 
pervades  them,  than  commiseration  for  his  misfortunes.  To  his 
pecuniary  difHculties  the  allusions  are  frequent,  sometimes  in  a 
jocular  strain,  but  much  oftener  in  one  of  deep  melancholy.     Thus 

"  Scribcre  jussit  amor. 

Ad  amicum  scriptorem 

Ut  tibi  versiculos  recito,  tu  Posthume,  scribis ; 
Carolina  si  mea  sunt,  sunt  tua  scripta  tamen." 

Those  lines  are  printed  in  the  collection  of  Colion's  Pocnr*  in  1689,  p.  338,  tnit  wiih  tho 
tariatiou  of  **Candidum"  for  "Amicum,"  and  of  **Candide"  for  *' Posthume." 
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in  his  **  Voyage  to  Ireland"  he  says  that  great  part  of  his  land 
was  **  pawned  to  the  devil, "  and  in  his  Burlesque  on  the  Great 
Frost,  that  he 

"  Was  numb'd  in  that  strange  fashion, 
I  would  not  sign  an  obligation 
(Though  heaven  such  a  mend  ne'er  sent  me). 
Would  one  a  thousand  pounds  have  lent  me 
On  my  own  bond." 

In  his  epistle  to  the  Earl  of ,  after  complaining  that  he 

had  heard  nothing  of  his  lordship  for  a  long  time,  he  proceeds  :— 

*'  But  let  that  pas«,  you  now  must  know 
We  do  on  our  last  quarter  go  ; 
And  that  I  may  go  bravely  out, 
Am  trowling  merry  bowl  about, 
'1  o  lord,  and  lady,  that  and  this. 
As  nothing  were  at  all  amiss. 
When  after  twenty  days  are  past. 
Poor  Charles  has  eat  and  drunk  his  last. 
No  more  plum-porridge  then,  or  pie, 
No  brawn  with  branch  of  rosemary. 
No  chine  of  beef,  enough  to  make 
The  tallest  yoeman's  chme  to  crack ; 
No  bagpipe  humming  in  the  hall. 
Nor  noise  of  housekeeping  at  all. 
Nor  sign,  by  which  it  may  be  said. 
This  house  was  once  inhabited. 
I  may  perhaps,  wiih  much  ado, 
Rub  out  a  Christmas  more  or  two  ; 
Or,  if  the  fates  be  pleas'd,  a  score. 
But  never  look  to  keep  one  more." 

It  would  seem  from  what  follows  that  he  once  contemplated 
flying  to  France  or  Flanders  for  refuge,  and  that  the  nobleman  to 
whom  the  epistle  is  addressed  commanded  the  regiment  in  which 
he  had  served  as  a  Captain  : — 

**  But  that's  too  serious.    Then  suppose^ 
Like  travelling  Tom,  with  dint  of  toes, 
I'm  got  unto  extremes!  shore, 
S'ck,  and  impatient  to  be  o'er 
That  channel  which  secur'd  my  state 
Of  peace,  whilst  I  was  fortunate, 
But  in  this  moment  of  distress, 
Confines  me  to  unhappiness : 
But  Where's  the  money  to  be  had 
This  surly  Neptune  to  perswade  ? 
It  is  no  less  then  shillings  ten, 
Gods  will  be  brib'd  as  well  as  men. 
Imagine  then  your  Highlander 
<  )vcr  a  cann  of  muddy  beer. 
Playing  nt  passage  with  a  pair 
Of  drunken  fumblers  for  his  fare  % 
And  see  I've  won,  oh,  lucky  chance, 
Hoist  sail  amain,  my  mates,  for  France ; 
Fortune  was  civil  in  this  throw, 
And,  having  robb'd  me,  lets  me  go. 
I've  won,  and  yet  how  could  I  choose, 
He  needs  must  win,  that  cannot  lose  ; 
Fate,  send  me  then  a  happy  wind, 
And  better  luck  to  those  behind. 
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But  what  advantage  will  it  be 
That  winds  and  tides  are  kind  to  me. 
When  still  the  wretched  have  their  woes» 
Wherever  they  their  feet  dispose? 
What  satisfaction,  or  delight 
Are  ragouts  to  an  appetite  ? 
What  ease  can  France  or  Flanders  give 
To  him  that  is  a  fugitive?  : 
Some  two  years  hence,  when  you  come  o'er. 
In  all  your  state,  ambassador, 
If  my  ill  nature  be  so  strong 
T*  outlive  my  infamy  so  long, 
y^ou'll  find  your  little  officer 
Ragged  as  his  old  colours  are  ; 
Andnaked,  as  he's  discontent. 
Standing  at  some  poor  sutler's  tent. 
With  his  pike  cheeVt,  to  guard  the  tun 
He  must  not  taste  when  he  has  done. 
Hump,  says  my  Lord,  I'm  half  afraid. 
My  captain's  tum'd  a  reformade, 
That  scurvy  face  I  sure  should  know : 
Yes  faith,  my  Lord,  'tis  even  so, 
I  am  that  individual  he : 
I  told  your  Lordship  how  'twould  be. 
Thou  didst  so,  Charles,  it  is  confest. 
Yet  still  I  thought  thou  wert  in  jest ; 
But  comfort  I  poverty's  no  crimet 
111  take  thy  word  auiother  time. 

This  matters  now  are  coming  tov 
And  I'm  resolv'd  upon't ;  whilst  you. 
Sleeping  in  fortune  s  arms,  ne'er  dream 
Who  feels  the  contrary  extreme  ; 
Faith,  write  to  me,  that  I  may  know 
Whether  you  love  me  still,  or  no ; 
Or  if  you  do  not,  by  what  ways 
I've  puU'd  upon  me  my  disgrace  : 
For  whilst  I  still  sund  fair  with  you, 
I  dare  the  worst  my  fate  can  do  ; 
But  your  opinion  long7  I  find, 
I'm  sunk  for  ever  to  mankind." 

His  real  feelings,    and    perhaps  his    situation,    are  however 
most  strongly  described  in  his  Ode  to  Poverty: — 

••  Yet  Poverty,  as  I  do  take  it. 

Is  not  so  epidemical 
As  many  in  the  world  would  make  it, 
Who  all  that  want  their  wishes  poor  do  call ; 
For  if  who  is  not  with  his  divident 
Amply  content. 
Within  that  acceptation  fall. 
Most  would  be  poor,  and  perad venture  alL 
This  would  the  wretched  with  the  rich  confound ; 
But  I  not  call  him  poor  does  not  abound. 
But  him,  who  snar'd  in  bonds,  and  endless  strife, 
The  comforts  wants  more  than  supports  of  life : 
Him  whose  whole  age  is  measur'd  out  by  fears. 
And  though  he  has  wherewith  to  eat. 

His  bread  does  yet 
Taste  of  affliction,  and  his  cares 
His  purest  wine  mix  and  aliay  with  tears. 


'  Sic,  but  query  if  not  a  misprint  for  "gone." 
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Tis  in  this  senae  that  I  am  poor. 

And  I'm  afraid  shall  be  so  stilU 
Obstrep'roos  creditors  besiege  my  door. 

And  mv  whole  house  clamorous  echoes  fill : 
From  these  there  can  be  no  retirement  freei 
From  room  to  room,  they  hunt,  aod  follow  me  ; 
They  will  not  let  me  eat,  nor  deep,  nor  pray. 
But  persecute  me  night  and  day  ; 
Torment  my  body,  and  my  mind. 
Nay  if  I  uke  my  heels  and  fly, 
l*hey  follow  me  with  open  cry. 
At  home  no  rest,  ilbroad  no  refuge  can  I  find. 

Thou  worst  of  ills  1  what  have  I  done 
llut  heaven  should  punish  me  with  thee  1 
From  insolence,  fraud,  and  oppression, 
I  ever  have  been  innocent  and  free. 

Thou  weri  intended  (Poverty) 
A  scourge  for  pride  and  avarice, 
1  ne'er  was  tainted  yet  with  either  vice ; 

I  never  in  prosperity, 
Nor  iu  the  height  of  all  mjr  happiness 
Scorn'd,  or  neglected  any  in  distress* 
My  hand,  my  heart,  my  door 
Were  ever  open  to  the  poor ; 
And  I  to  others  in  their  need  have  granted. 
Ere  they  could  ask«  the  thing  they  wanted. 
Whereas  I  now,  although  I  humbly  crave  it. 
Do  ouly  beg  for  peace,  and  cannot  have  it. 

Give  me  but  that*  ye  bloody  persecutors 
(Who  formerly  have  been  my  suitors), 
And  I'll  surrender  all  the  rest 
Fur  which  you  so  contest. 
For  heaven's  sake,  let  me  but  he  quiet, 
m  not  repine  at  clothes,  nor  diet. 
Any  habit  ne'er  so  mean 
I^t  it  be  but  whole  and  clean. 
Such  as  nakedne^  will  bide, 
Will  amply  satisfy  my  pride  ; 

And  for  meat 
Hudcs  and  aconu  will  I  eat. 
And  for  better  never  wish  ; 
But  when  you  will  me  better  treat, 

A  turnip  is  a  princely  dish  : 
Since  then  I  thus  far  am  subdu'd. 

And  so  humbly  do  submit. 
Faith,  be  no  more  so  monstrous  rude. 

But  some  repose  at  least  permit ; 
Sleep  is  to  life  and  human 'nature  due. 
And  that,  alas,  is  all  for  which  I  humbly  sue." 

The  complaint  of  having  been  deserted  by  his  friends  as  wcU 
as  by  those  whom  he  had  served,  also  occurs  in  other  places ; 
and  in  one  of  his  Eclogues  he  says, 

"Clotten. — The  want  of  wealth  I  reckon  not  distress, 
But  of  enough  to  do  good  offices  ; 
Which  growing  less,  those  friends  wilt  fall  away  ; 
Poverty  is  the  ground  of  all  decay ; 
With  our  prosperities  our  friendships  end. 
And  to  mtnfortune  no  one  is  a  fiicnd, 
Which  I  already  find  to  that  degree, 
'i'hat  my  old  friends  are  now  afraid  of  me, 
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And  an  avoid  me,  as  good  men  would  fly 

The  common  hangman's  sham^ul  comnuiy. 

'Jliose  wlio  by  fortune  were  advanced  au>ove^ 

Being  oblised  by  my  most  ready  love. 

Shun  me,  for  fear  lest  my  necesaty 

Should  urge  what  they're  imwiUing  to  deny. 

And  are  resolved  they  will  not  grant ;  and  those 

Have  shared  my  meat,  my  money,  and  my  dotheib 

Grown  rich  with  others'  spoils  as  well  as  mine, 

l*he  coming  near  me  now  do  all  decline. 

Lest  shame  and  gratitude  should  draw  them  in. 

To  be  to  me  what  I  to  them  have  been ; 

By  which  means  I  am  stripi>'d  of  all  suites. 

And  left  alone  to  my  own  miseries. 

CoitYDON.— In  the  relation  that  thy  grief  has  made, 
The  world's  fislse  friendships  are  too  true  display'd ; 
But.  courage,  man,  thou  hast  one  friend  in  store 
Will  ne'er  forsake  thee  for  thy  being  poor ; 
I  will  be  true  to  thee  in  worst  estate. 
And  love  thee  more  now  thau  when  fortunate. 

Clottkn.~AU  goodness  then  on  earth  I  see's  not  los^ 
I  of  one  friend  in  misery  can  boast. 
Which  is  enough*  and  peiadventure  more 
Than  any  one  could  ever  do  before ; 
And  I  to  thee  as  true  a  friend  will  prove 
Not  to  abuse  but  to  deserve  thy  love." 

His  Ode  to  Hope  merits  insertion,  not  only  from  its  being  a 
piltuie  of  bis  own  mind,  but  as  a  fair  specimen  of  his  poetical 

powers: — 

"HOPE. 

riHDARlClC  ODB. 


Hops,  thou  darling,  and  delight 
Of  unforeseeiug  reckless  minds, 
Thou  deceiving  parrisite. 
Which  no  where  entertainment  finds 
But  with  the  wretched  or  the  vain  ; 
*Tis  they  alone  fond  hope  maintain. 
Thou  easy  fool's  chief  uivorite ; 
Thou  fawning  sUve  to  slaves,  that  still  remains 

In  galleys,  dungeons,  and  in  chains ; 
Or  with  a  whining  lover  lov'st  to  |rfay, 
With  treach'rous  art 
Fanning  his  heart, 
A  greater  sbve  by  far,  than  they 
Who  in  worst  durance  wear  their  age  away. 
Thovu  whose  ambition  mounts  no  higherf 
Nor  does  to  greater  fame  aspiret 
Than  to  be  ever  found  a  liar : 
Thou  treach'rous  fiend,  deluding  shade. 
Who  would  with  such  a  phantom  be  oetray'd. 
By  whom  the  wretched  are  at  last  more  wretched 


Yet  once,  I  must  confess,  I  was 
Such  an  overweening  ass, 
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As  in  fortune'^  worst  distress 
To  believe  thy  promises  ; 
Which  so  brave  a  cnange  foretold. 
Such  a  stream  of  haroiness, 
Such  mountain  hopes  of  gUtl  ring  golo. 
Such  honours,  friendships,  oflice*;. 
In  love  and  arms  so  great  success  : 
That  I  e'en  hugg'd  myself  with  the  concept. 
Was  myself  party  in  the  cheat. 
And  in  my  very  bo<iom  laid 
That  faul  Hope  by  which  I  was  betra/d. 
Thinking  myself  already  rich  and  great : 
And  in  that  foolish  thought  despis'd 
Th'  advice  of  those  who  out  of  love  advis'd ; 
As  I'd  foreseen  what  they  did  not  foresee, 

A  torrent  of  felicity, 
And  rudely  laugh'd  at  those,  who  pitying  wept  for  me 


But  of  this  expectation,  when't  came  to't. 

What  was  the  fruit  ? 
In  sordid  robes  poor  disappointment  came. 
Attended  by  her  handmaias,  grief  and  shame ; 
No  wealth,  no  titles,  no  friend  could  I  sec, 

For  they  still  court  prosperity, 
Nay,  what  was  worst  of  what  miscliance  could  do. 

My  dearest  love  forsook  me  too : 
My  pretty  love,  with  whom,  had  she  been  true, 

Even  in  banishment, 
I  could  have  liv'd  most  happy  and  content. 
Her  si;iht  which  nourish't  me  witlxirow. 
I  then,  although  too  late,  pcrceivVl 
1  was  by  flattering  Hope  oecciv'd, 
And  call'd  for  it  t^expostulate 
The  treachery  and  foul  deceit : 
But  it  was  then  qinte  fled  away, 
And  gone  some  other  to  betray. 
Leaving  me  in  a  state 
B]^  mticn  more  desolate, 
Than  if  when  first  attack't  by  fate^ 
I  had  submitted  there 
And  made  my  courage  yield  unto  despair. 
For  Hope,  like  cordials,  to  our  wrong 
Does  but  our  miseries  prolong. 

Whilst  yet  our  vitals  daily  waste. 
And  not  supporting  life,  but  pain, 
Call  their  false  friendships  back  again, 
And  unto  death,  grim  death,  abandon  us  at  last 


In  me,  false  Hope,  in  me  alone. 

Thou  thine  own  treach'ry  hast  outdone  : 

For  chance,  perhaps,  may  have  befriended 

Some  one  th'  hast  laboured  to  deceive 
With  what  by  thee  was  ne'er  intended. 

Nor  in  thy  pow'r  to  give  : 
But  me  thou  hast  deceived  in  all,  as  well 
Possible,  as  impossible, 
And  the  most  sad  example  made 
Of  all  that  ever  were  betray'd. 
But  thou  hast  taught  me  wisdom  yet, 

Henceforth  to  hope  no  more 

Than  I  see  reason  for, 
A  precept  1  shall  ne'er  forget : 
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Nor  is  there  any  thing  below 

Worth  a  man's  wishing,  or  hi«  care. 
When  what  we  wish  begets  our  wo, 

And  Hoi>e  deceived  becomes  despair. 
Then,  thou  seducing  Hope,  farewell. 
No  more  thou  shalt  of  sense  bereave  mci 

No  more  deceive  me, 
I  now  can  countercharm  thy  spell. 

And  for  what's  past,  so  (ar  I  will  br  even. 
Never  again  to  hope  for  any  thing  but  Heaven." 

For  the  same  reason  the  conclusion  of  his  Ode  to  Melancholy 
ought  not  to  be  omitted  : — 

"Go,  foolish  soul,  and  wash  thee  white. 

Be  troubled  for  thine  own  misdeeds 

That  heav'nly  sorrow  comfort  breeds. 
And  true  contrition  turns  delight. 
Let  princes  thy  past  services  forget, 

Let  dear-bought  friends  thy  foes  become, 
Though  round  with  misery  thou  art  bneset. 

With  scorn  abroad  and  poverty  at  home, 
Keep  yet  thy  hands  but  clear,  and  consaence  pure, 

And  all  the  ills  thou  shalt  endure 

Will  on  thy  worth  such  lustre  sec 
As  shall  outshine  the  brightest  coronet. 
And  men  at  last  vdll  be  asham'd  to  see, 
That  still, 

For  all  their  malice,  and  malicious  skill. 
Thy  mind  revive  as  it  was  us'd  to  be, 
And  that  they  have  disgrac't  themselves  to  honor  thee." 

Similar  pathos  and  sensibility  are  apparent  in  many  other  of 
Cotton's  pieces,  partioilarly  in  his  Quatrains  on  Morning,  Noon, 
and  Evening ;  his  Hymn  on  Christmas  Day ;  his  verses  on  The 
World,  on  Death,  and  on  Contentment ;  and  more  particularly  in 
his  stanzas  on  Retirement,  addressed  to  Izaak  Walton.  The 
extracts  from  Cotton's  poems  will  be  concluded  with  his  "  Con- 
tentation,*'  which  he  also  addressed  to  Walton ;  but  it  must  first 
be  observed  that  justice  to  his  fame  as  a  poet,  as  well  as  to  his 
personal  character,  renders  it  very  desirable  that  the  more 
valuable  of  his  productions  should  be  reprinted.  That  the  public 
would  appreciate  the  collection  is  almost  certain  ;  for  the  late 
Mr  Coleridge,  when  speaking  of  Waller's  song,  "  Go,  lovely  Rose, 
&c.,"  has  truly  observed,  "  If  I  had  happened  to  have  had  by  me 
the  Poems  of  Cotton,  more  but  far  less  deservedly  celebrated  as 
the  author  of  Virgil  Travestied,  I  should  have  indulged  myself, 
and  I  think  have  gratified  many  who  are  not  acquainted  with  his 
serious  works,  by  selecting  some  admirable  specimens  of  this  style* 
There  are  not  a  few  of  his  poems  replete  with  every  excellence 
of  thought,  images  and  passions  which  we  expect  or  desire  in  the 
poetry  of  the  milder  muse ;  and  yet  so  worded,  that  the  reader 
5e«  no  one  reason  cither  in  the  selection  or  the  order  of  the 
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words,  why  he  might  not  have  said  the  very  same  in  an  appropri^ 
ate  conversation,  and  cannot  conceive  how  indeed  he  could  Ii3.ve 
expressed  such  thoughts  otherwise,  without  loss  or  injury  to  his 


meanmg. 
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"CONTENTATION. 


DIRCCTBO  TO  MY  DSAK  PATHKJl,   AND  MOST  WORTHY  PRIRND^ 
MR  IZAAC  WALTON. 


Heav'n,  what  an  age  is  this  I  what  race 
Of  giants  are  sprune  up,  that  dare 

Thus  fly  in  the  Almightjrs  face, 
And  with  his  providence  make  war  I 

I  can  go  no  where  but  I  meet 
With  malcontents,  and  mutineers^ 

As  if  in  life  was  nothing  sweet 
And  we  must  blessings  reap  in  tears. 

O  senseless  man,  that  murmurs  still 
For  happiness,  and  does  not  know, 

Eren  though  he  might  enjoy  his  will. 
What  he  would  have  to  nuJce  him  so. 

Is  it  true  happiness  to  be 
6v  undisceming  fortune  plac't, 

In  the  most  eminent  degree, 
Where  few  arrive,  and  none  stand  fiut? 

.Titles  and  wealth  are  fortune's  toils 
Wherewith  the  vain  themselves  ensnare  I 

The  great  are  proud  of  borrow'd  spoils. 
The  miser's  plenty  breeds  his  care. 

The  one  supinely  yawns  at  rest* 

Th'  other  eternally  doth  toil. 
Each  of  them  equally  a  beast, 

A  pamper'd  horse,  or  lab'ring  moiL 

The  Titulado*8  oft  disgrac*d, 

By  public  hate,  or  private  frown. 
Ana  he  whose  hand  the  creature  rals'd. 
Has  yet  a  foot  to  kick  him  down. 

The  drudge  who  would  all  get,  all  save. 
Like  a  bnite  beast  both  feeds,  and  lies. 

Prone  to  the  earth,  he  digs  his  grave. 
And  in  the  very  labour  dies. 

Excess  of  ill-got,  ill-kept  pelf, 
Does  only  death,  and  danger  breed, 

Whilst  one  rich  worldling  starves  himself 
With  what  would  thousand  others  feed. 

By  which  we  see  what  wealth  and  powV 
Although  they  make  men  rich  and  great. 

The  sweets  of  life  do  often  sour. 
And  gull  ambition  with  a  cheat 


Nur  is  he  happier  than  thes^ 

Who  in  a  moderate  estate, 
Where  he  misht  safely  live  at 

Has  lusts  that  are  immodtfate. 

For  he,  by  those  desires  misled, 
Quits  his  own  vine's  securing  shade, 

T*  expose  his  naked,  empty  haul 
To  all  the  stoms  man  s  peace  inTsule 

Nor  is  he  happy  who  is  trim, 
Trick't  up  in  favours  of  the  fiur* 

Mirrors,  with  every  breath  made  dim. 
Birds  caught  in  every  wanton  t 


Woman,  man's  greatest  woe,  or  blisv 
Does  ofter  far,  than  serve,  enslave. 

And  yrith  the  magic  of  a  kiss 
Destroys  whom  she  was  made  to  save. 


Oh  fruitful  grief,  the  world's  disease  I 
And  vainer  man  to  make  it  so^ 

Who  gives  his  miseries  increase 
By  cultivating  his  own  woe. 

Thete  are  no  ills  but  what  we  make^ 
By  giving  shapes  and  names  to  things; 

Which  is  the  dangerous  mbtake 
That  causes  all  our  sufferings. 

We  call  that  sickness,  which  is  health. 
That  persecution,  which  b  grace  ; 

That  poverty,  which  is  true  wealth. 
And  that  dishonour,  which  is  { 


Providence  watches  over  all* 
And  that  with  an  impartial  eycv 

And  if  to  misery  we  fall, 
'Tis  through  our  own  infirmity. 

lis  want  of  foresight  makes  the  bold 
Ambitious  youth  to  danger  climb) 

And  want  of  virtue,  when  the  old 
At  persecution  do  repine. 

Alas,  our  time  is  here  so  short. 
That  in  what  state  soe'er  'tis  qwnt. 

Of  joy  or  woe  does  not  import* 
Provided  it  be  innocent 


*  Biogr^hia  Literaria,  vol.  U.  p.  96. 
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Bat  we  may  make  It  pleaiant  too,  Who»  with  his  ang1e»  and  hb  books. 
If  we  will  take  our  meamres  nght.  Can  think  the  longest  dav  well  spent. 

And  not  what  Heaven  has  done,  undo  And  praises  God  when  back  he  looks» 
By  an  unruly  appetite.  And  finds  that  all  was  innocent 

Tk  Cootentation  that  alone  Thb  man  b  happier  far  than  he 
Can  make  us  happy  here  below,  Whom  public  business  oft  betray^ 

And  when  this  little  life  is  gone.  Through  labyrinths  of  policy, 
^^  lift  us  up  to  Heav'n  too.  To  crooked  and  forbidden  ways. 

A  verr  little  satbfies  The  world  b  full  of  beaten  roads. 

An  honest,  and  a  grateful  heart.  But  yet  so  slipperv  withall, 

Aad  who  would  more  than  will  suffice.  That  where  one  walks  secure,  'tb  odds 

Does  covet  more  than  b  hb  part.  A  hundred  and  a  hundred  UlL 

That  man  it  happy  in  hb  share.  Untrodden  paths  are  then  the  best, 

Who  is  warm  clad,  and  cleanly  fed.  Where  the  frequented  are  unsure, 

Whose  necessaries  bound  hb  care.  And  he  comes  soonest  to  hb  rest. 

And  honest  labomr  inakes  hb  \xA.  Whose  journey  has  been  most  secure. 

Who  (iree  from  debt,  and  clear  from  crimes.  It  is  Content  alone  that  makes 

Hononrs  those  laws  that  others  fear.  Our  pilgrimage  a  pleasure  here. 

Who  ill  of  princes  in  wont  times  And  who  buys  sorrow  cheapest,  takes 

Will  neither  speak  himself,  nor  hear.  An  ill  commodity  too  dear. 

Who  from  the  busv  worid  retires,  But  he  has  fortunes  worst  withstood, 
To  be  more  useful  to  it  still.  And  happiness  can  never  miss. 

And  to  no  greater  good  aspires.  Can  covet  nought,  but  where  he  stood. 
But  only  the  eschewing  lU.  And  thinks  him  happy  where  he  is." 

Several  stories  are  related  of  Cotton's  pecuniary  distress,  but 
though  it  b  unquestionable  that  he  generally  laboured  under 
embarrassments,  and  that  he  hints  that  he  had  occasionally 
concealed  himself  from  his  creditors,  yet  there  is  no  better 
anthority  for  the  following  anecdotes  than  tradition.  Sir  John 
Hawkins  states  that  ''  a  natural  excavation  in  the  rocky  hill  on 
which  Beresford  Hall  stands,  is  shown  as  Mr  Cotton's  occasional 
refuge  from  the  pursuit  of  his  creditors  ;  and  but  a  few  years  since 
the  granddaughter  of  the  faithful  woman  who  carried  him  food  while 
in  that  humiliating  retreat,  was  living  ; "  *  and  he  adds,  that  during 
Cotton's  confinement  on  one  occasion  in  a  prison  in  the  city,  he 
inscribed  these  lines  on  the  walls  of  his  apartment  :— 

"A  prison  is  a  phice  of  cure 
wherein  no  one  can  thrive ; 
A  touchstone  sure  to  try  a  friend, 
A  grave  for  men  alive." ' 

Cotton's  literary  merits  do  not  appear  to  be  sufficiently  appreci- 
ated at  the  present  day,  probably  because  the  works  by  which  he 
is  best  known  are  not  calculated  to  create  respect  for  his  abilities, 
and  because  there  is  no  popular  or  selected  edition  of  his  poems. 
As  his  prose  writings   consist  almost  entirely   of  translations 

•  life  of  CoUon,  382-3.  ^  Ibid. 
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(and  with  the  exception  of  Montaigne's  Essays)  of  Memoirs  of 
Warriors,  whose  deeds  have  been  eclipsed  by  modem  prowess, 
it  is  not  surprising  that  his  labours  should  be  forgotten  ;  but  his 
biographer  may  refer  to  them  as  proofs  that  indolence  at  least 
was  not  among  his  faults. 

It  has  been  taken  for  granted  that  Cotton  was  at  one  period  of 
his  life  an  author  by  profession,  and  that  he  lived  by  his  pen;* 
but  those  who  have  made  this  statement,  could  scarcely  have 
read  the  prefaces  to  his  publications,  wherein  he  expressly  says 
that  he  had  lost  much  money  by  his  writings,  and  that  the  escpec- 
tation  of  gaining  anything  by  them  was  always  very  much  beneath 
his  thoughts.  The  fact  appears  to  be  that  he  usually  gave  his 
manuscripts  to  his  friend  Henry  Brome,  who  incurred  the  expense 
of  their  publication.  This  arrangement  seems  to  have  been 
sometimes  attended  with  loss  to  his  publisher,  and  to  have 
produced  disputes  between  them ;  for  in  his  epistle  to  John 
Bradshaw,  Esq.,  describing  his  journey  from  London  to  Beresford, 
he  says — 

"  And  now  I'm  here  set  down  again  in  peace 
After  my  troubles,  business,  voyages^ 
The  same  dull  northern  clod  I  was  before. 
Gravely  inquiring  how  ewes  are  a  score, 
How  the  hay-harvest,  and  the  com  was  got, 
And  if  or  no  there's  like  to  be  a  rot ; 
Tun  the  same  sot  I  was  ere  I  remov'd, 
14 or  by  my  travel,  nor  the  court  improv'd  : 
The  same  old-fAshion'd  squire,  no  w  hit  refin'd. 
And  shall  be  wiser  when  the  devil's  blind: 
But  find  all  here  too  in  the  self-same  sute, 
And  now  begin  to  live  at  the  old  rate, 
To  bub  old  ale,  which  nonsense  does  create, 
Write  lewd  epistles,  and  sometimes  translate 
Old  tales  of  tubs,  of  Goyenne,  and  Provence, 
And  keep  a  clutter  with  ih'  old  blades  of  France 
As  p'Avenant  did  with  those  of  Lombardy, 
Which  any  will  receive,  but  none  will  buy, 
And  that  has  set  H.  B.  and  me  awry." 

Cotton's  conduct  and  character  were  naturally  much  influenced 
by  the  manners  of  his  times,  and  by  the  political  feelings  of  his 
party.  He  was  generous,  frank,  and,  in  pecuniary  matters, 
thoughtless,  if  not  extravagant.  A  boon  companion,  and,  like  all 
the  Cavaliers,  a  hater  of  those  qualities,  as  well  good  as  evil, 
which  distinguished  the  Roundheads.  As  a  son,  a  husband,  a 
father,  and  a  friend,  he  appears  in  an  amiable  light ;  and  many 
of  his  contemporaries  bear  testimony  to  his  social  worth  no  less 
strongly  than  to  his  talents.  His  religious  impressions  appear 
from  his  serious  writings  to  have  been  fervent  and  sincere ;  and 

*  Vide  his  Life  by  Hawkins  and  others. 
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those  lighter  and  objectionable  effusions  by  which  he  is  principally 
known  to  posterity,  ought  not  to  be  considered  as  indications  of 
his  true  character  or  sentiments.  Genius,  as  if  td  show  its  versa- 
tility, has  often  delighted  in  fantastic  exhibitions  ;  and  when  Cotton 
lived,  a  fashion  for  burlesque  humour  and  obscenity  prevailed, 
which  he  is  censurable  for  having  followed ;  but  the  fault 
belonged  as  much  to  the  age  as  to  the  individual. 

His  first  marriage  may  be  supposed,  from  the  following  lines 
in  his  satirical  poem,  called  **  The  Joys  of  Marriage,"  to  have 
increased  his  happiness : — 

"Yet  with  me  'tis  out  of  seA^n 
To  complain  thus  without  reason. 
Since  the  best  and  sweetest  fair 
Is  allotted  to  my  share : 
But  alas !  I  love  her  so 
That  my  love  creates  my  woe ; 
For  if  she  be  out  of  humour, 
Straight  displeas'd  I  do  presume  her, 
And  would  give  the  world  to  know 
What  it  is  onends  her  so ; 
Or  if  she  be  discontented. 
Lord,  how  am  1  then  tormented  I 
And  am  ready  to  persuade  her 
That  I  have  unhappy  made  her : 
But  if  sick  I  then  am  d  ving, 
Meat  and  med'cine  both  defying.** 

'  Nor  is  there  any  reason  to  doubt  that  his  second  alliance  with  the 
Countess  of  Ardglass  was  equally  fortunate.  He  addressed  one 
of  his  poems,  in  very  affectionate  terms,  to  his  sister  Anne,'  who 
married  John  King,  the  son  of  Walton's  friend,  Henry,  Bishop  of 
Qiichester  ;  and  secondly.  Sir  Thomas  Millington,  M.D. 

Cotton's  person  seems,  from  one  of  Sir  Aston  Cokayne's  verses, 
to  have  been  graceful  and  handsome.*  His  portrait,  painted  by 
his  fnend  Sir  Peter  Lely,  is  now  in  the  possession  of  John 
Beresford,  Esq.,  of  Ashboum,  and  the  engraving  in  this  work 
is  taken  firom  a  copy  of  the  original  recently  painted  by  Mr 
Inskipp. 

Of  his  children  little  •  is  known.  Beresford  Cotton,  the  only 
son  who  survived  him,  entered  the  army,  and  served  in  Ireland. 
He  was  a  captain  in  Colonel  George  Villier's  Regiment  of  Foot, 
and  his  name  occurs  among  the  other  officers  of  the  ten  regiments 
which  were  disbanded  in  Ireland  in  1698,  and  to  whom  a  reduced 
allowance,  or,  as  it  was  termed,  "  subsistence,"  of  three  shillings  a 
day  was  granted.*     The  date  of  his  death  has  not  been  discovered ; 

'  "  La  lUustrissima.    On  my  fair  and  dear  sister  Mrs  Anne  King)"  p.  6i. 
*  Vide  page  dxvi.  antea. 

^  Vide  Sir  Robert  Southwell's  papers  in  the  Additional  MS.  No.  976a,  in  the  Britbh 
MoKum. 
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but  it  is  said  that  he  was  never  married,  and  that  he  died  at 
Nottingham.  In  1694  Beresford  Cotton  published  his  father's 
translation  of  the  Memoirs  of  the  Sieur  de  Pontis,  which  has  been 
already  noticed,  and  which  he  dedicated  to  the  Duke  of  Ormond. 
He  states  that  the  work  was  translated  by  the  particular  choice 
and  recommendation  of  his  Gr&ce's  illustrious  grandfather,  and 
says  **The  Sieur  de  Pontis  therefore  for  himself^  and  I  for  the 
translator,  my  deceased  father,  beg  leave  to  plead  succession  and 
descent."  • 

Olive  Cotton,  the  eldest  daughter  of  Charles  Cotton,  married  early 
in  1690,  Dr  George  Stanhope,  Dean  of  Canterbury,  and  died   in 
June   1707,  having  had   a  son,  George  Stanhope,  who  was  a 
captain  in  the  army,  and   died  unmarried  in   1725  ;    and    five 
daughters,    Katherine,    Mary,    Jane,   Charlotte,   and    Elizabeth. 
Mary,  the  eldest  daughter  of  Dr  Stanhope  by  Olive  Cotton, 
married  William  Burnet,  Governor  of  New  York,  eldest  son  of 
the  celebrated  Dr  Burnet,  Bishop  of  Salisbury,  by  whom  she  had 
a  son,  Gilbert  Burnet,  who  was  a  nfiinor  in  May  1727,  and  died 
about  the  year  1770,  leaving  Thomas  Burnet  his  only  child,  who 
was   then     an   apothecary   in    John   Street,   Clerkenwell.     Mrs 
Burnet,  who  died  in  17 14,  is  said  to  have  been  distinguished  for 
her  beauty,  wit,   good -humour,  and  various  accomplishments.  • 
The  ** ruling  passion''  was  as  strongly  exhibited  by  her  as  by 
Pope's  Narcissa ;  for  on  her  attendants  rubbing  her  temples  with 
Hungary  water,  in  her  dying  moments,  she  desired  them  to  desist, 
lest  it  <'  should  make  her  hair  grey "  !     Charlotte,  the  fourth 
daughter  of  Dr  Stanhope,  married  the  Rev.  Dr  Henry  Archer, 
Rector  of  Feversham,  in  Kent,  and  died  in  1 744.     She  left  issue, 
and  her  present  representative  is  Robert  Selby,  Esq.,  of  Kings- 
bury, in  Middlesex.     Katherine,  Jane,  and  Elizabeth,  the  other 
daughters  of  Dr  Stanhope,  appear  to  have  died  immarried  before 
May  1727. 

Dr  Stanhope  married  a  second  time,  and  died  in  March 
1728.  His  will,  which  is  dated  on  the  2d  of  May  1727,  and 
was  proved  at  Doctors'  Conmions  on  the  4th  of  May  1728,  • 
contains  some  notices  of  his  first  wife  and  of  her  famUy.  He 
desired  that  his  body  should  be  buried  at  Lewisham,  near  his  late 
dear  wife  Olivia  :  he  confirmed  the  articles  made  on  the  30th  of 
November  1709,  on  his  marriage  with  his  then  wife  Anne  :  he 
stated  that  one-fourth  part  of  the  Rectory  of  Spoondon,  in  the 
county  of  Derby,  was  vested  in  him  on  his  marriage  with  his 

>  KippU'  Biographia  Britannicat  vol.  iii  p.  39. 
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fonner  wife,  Olivia,  daughter  of  Charles  Cotton,  Esq. ;  and  that 
one  other  fourth  part  had  been  purchased  by  him  of  Katherine, 
ber  sbter,  now  Lady  Lucy.  He  bequeathed  to  his  daughter, 
Charlotte  Archer,  '*  the  mourning  gold  ring  with  which  her  dear 
mother  was  married,  and  the  cornelian  ring  which  she,  in  her  life- 
time, and  I,  since  her  death,  did  constantly  wear,  and  with  it  also 
the  pictures  of  her  mother,  and  of  her  aunt,  the  Lady  Lucy,  in 
crayons;  the  pictures  of  her  brother  George,  and  her  sbter 
Elizabeth,  in  oil  colours." 

Katherine,  the  second  daughter  of  Charles  Cotton,  married 
Sir  Berkeley  Lucy,  Bart.,  and  died  in  Jime  1 740,  leaving  an  only 
child  Mary,  who  married  the  Honorable  Charles  Compton,  a 
younger  son  of  George,  fourth  Earl  of  Northampton,  from  whom 
the  present  Marquess  of  Northampton  is  descended. 

Jane  Cotton,  the  third  daughter,  became  the  wife  of  Beaumont 
Paricyns,  of  Sutton  Bonington,  in  Nottinghamshire,  Esq.,  by  whom 
she  had  eight  children.  They  all  died  young,  and  apparently 
before  their  mother,  who  died  in  January  1738,  aged  seventy-twa 

Of  Mary  Cotton,  the  poet's  youngest  daughter,  all  which  can 
be  said  is,  that  she  married  Augustine  Armstrong,  of  the  parish  of 
St  Geoige  the  Martyr,  Bloomsbury,  and  had  by  him  two  children, 
Charles  and  Katherine,  to  whom  Dr  Stanhope^  in  his  will,  left 
l^ades  of  J^zo  each.  In  a  codicil  to  his  wiU,  dated  8th  January 
1727-8,  Dr  Stanhope  bequeathed  £200  to  "my  poor  niece 
Catherine,  daughter  of  Augustine  Armstrong,  of  the  parish  of  St 
George  the  Martyr,  near  Ormond  Street,  which  was  bom  to  him 
by  my  sister-in-law,  formerly  Mrs  Mary  Cotton  ;  and  I  do  also 
order  that  the  l^acy  already  left  her  in  the  said  will,  be  added  to 
that  which  I  have  Idt  to  her  brother  Charles/'  The  descendants 
of  Mary  Cotton  have  not  been  traced. 
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[  Compiled  from'  the  Heralds*  Visilaiion^ 

CORDELL,  daughter  and  co-heir  of  Richard  =  Sir  John  Stakhope,  of  Shelton,   co.  N^otts, 
AU.1NCTUN,  Elsq.— First  wife.  I  and  of  Elvaston,  co.  Derby.    Ob.  x6zo. 


Sir   Philip   Stanhope,    Anne  =  Thomas    Cokavne,    of 


created  Baron  Stanhope   Stan- 
of  Shelford  in  1616,  and    hope. 
Earl  of  Chesterfield  in 
Z638.    Died  io  1656. 


Ashbourne,  co.  Derbv. 
Ob.  aylb  January  1638. 
Buried  in  St  Giles'  in 
the  Fields,  JUondpn. 


Katherins.  ==  Sijt  Thomj 


Second  wife. 


HUTCHINS< 

of  Owuiorp 

CO.  Nuiu. 


Sir    =       Katherink, 


Wenrv 
Stan- 
hope, 
K.B. 
Ob. 
vita 
^atriSt 
1634. 


daughter  and  co-heir 
of  Thohas  Lord 
Wotton.    Created 
Countess  of  Chester- 
field for  life  in  x66o. 
To  this  lady  and  to 
her  mother  and  sis- 
ters, Walton  dedicated 
the  zst  and  2d  editions 

of  the  '  Reliquiae 
Wottonianae'  in  1651 
and  1654.    Ob.  1677. 


Sir  AsTOK 
Cokavne. 
Born  Dec  28, 
1608.    Married 
Mary,  daugh- 
ter of  Sir 
Gilbert 
Kniveton,  of 

Marcaston, 

CO.  Derby,  and 

died  leaving 

issue. 


Thomas. 

Bom  1610. 

Died  at  Bath 

5th  Sept. 

1629. 

Anns.    JE.U 

z^in  z6zz. 

Married 

Sir  Francis 

BOTELKR, 

of  Lewin, 
CO.  Herts. 


Letticb. 

Married 

Gilbert 

armstron& 

Katherine. 
Married 
Richard 
Weston,  a 
Baron  of  the 
Exchequer. 


Lucy 

Cokavne, 

supposed  to 

have  been 

the  *  Mrs 

Cokayne'  of 

*  VirRil  Tra- 

Vtttie.'  Died 

unmarried 

set.  34,  and 

buried  at 

Ashbourne 

before  z6s8. 


ISABCLL 

Died 
unmarrit 
act.  18,  ai 
buried  al 
Ashboun 
before 
1658. 


Philip  Stanhope,  second 

Earl  of  Chesterfield,  to  whom 

Walton  dedicated  the  third 

edition  of  the  '  Reliquia: 

Wottonianae  *  in  Z673  >  *"<*  ^ 

whom  Cotton  dedicated  the 

'  Commentaries  of  Montluc* 

in  Z674.    Ob.  Z7t3. 

A  quo  the  Earls  of 
Chesterfield. 


I 


Beresforo 
Cotton,  s.  and  h. 
Bom  1660,  set.  4, 
1664,  A  captain 
inthearmy /tfwf>. 

William  IIL 
Living  1698.   He 

is  said  to  have 
died  at  Notting- 
ham Uluziarried. 


Cotton. 

Born  after 
1664.  Died 
before  1677. 

WiNGFIELD 

Cotton. 
Died  before 

X677. 
Isabella. 
Died  before 

X677. 


(5lIVB  : 

Cotton.  Born 

about  Z664. 

Marriage 

licence  dated 

zst  January 

z 689-90,  then 

act.  26.     Died 

zst  June  1707. 

Buried  at 

Lewisham, 

CO.  KenL 


Dr  Geokgb 

Stanhopb.  Dean 

of  Canterbury. 

Died  March  z8. 

z7st7-8,  aet.  68. 

Win  dated  May 

2,  1737.     Codicil 

dated  8th  Jan. 

z  727-8.   Proved 

4th  May  X728. 

Buried  at 

Lewisham. 


George  Stan- 
hope, s.  and  h., 
a  captain  in  the 
army.  Died 
without  issue, 
1725. 


Mary,  ad  : 
daughter 
and  co-heir. 
Died  17Z4. 
First  wife. 


:  William  Burnet, 

Governor  of  New 

York,  eldest  son  of 

Gilbert,  Bishop  of 

Salisbury.     Died  7th 

Sept.  X729.  Will  dated 

6th  Dec.  X727.  Proved 

9th  July  Z730. 


Charlotte,  fourth  =  Rev.  Dr  Hekrt 


daughter  and  co-heir. 

Born  Jan.  27,  1695. 

Married  before  May 
Z727.  Died  between 
Aug.  Z9and  Dec.  17. 

X744,  at  Canterbury. 


Archer,  Rector 

of  Feventharo, 

CO.  KenL    Died 

x6th  Feb.  X744. 


Gilbert  Burnet, 

a  minor  in  May  Z7a7. 

Living  X758.    Died 

Circa  Z770. 


Henry  Archer,  =  Elizabeth 


ofThaxted. 

Buried  there 

92d  December 

1758. 


Deb  at. 
Ob.  zSoo. 


Stanhope 

Archer. 

Died  unmarried 

in  175a. 


Charlotte. 

Married  KoDSST 

Turner. 


Thomas  Burnkt, 

onlv  issue.     An 

Apothecary,  living 

in  John  St.,  Clerk- 

-II,  in  1770. 


Henry 
Archer. 
Died  an 

infant. 


Elizabeth. 

Died 
unmarried 
in  z8o8. 


John. 
Bom  and 
died  Z754. 


William. 
Bora  X755. 
Died  Z765. 


John.    Bora 

Z765.    Died 

unmarried 

z8za. 


Four 
daughters. 
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PLiTUEiufs,  daughter  of  Thouas  T&bxtram,  of  Rowcester,  ca  Stafford.— Second  wl/b. 


Mait,     =      Sir  Johw 


S«  John 

ifOniaU^co. 
LancaCTer. 
Btccadwife. 


Stanhopb, 
of  Elvaston, 
CO.  Derby. 
Knighted  1607. 


Kjugl 
Died 


soch  May 
1638 


638. 


J 


:  Olivia,  daughter  and 
heirof  £dwaro  Besbs- 

roRD,  of  Beresfordf 

CO.  Stafford,  xL  20  in 

161 1,  and  then  married. 

Died  before  1638. 

First  wife. 


COTTON. 
Sir  Gkorcb  Cotton,  =  Cassandra, 


a  younger  son  of 

Cotton  of  Warbtenton, 

CO.  Sussex,  and  of 

Bedhampton,  co. 

Southampton,  ob.  16x3 

{vidt  p.  clxiiL  note). 


daughter 
and  heir  of 

Mac 

William 

(vide  p. 
dxtiL  noteX 


fciw  Stahhope,  son 
•Bdhdr.xt.  9  in  Oct. 
At-  Ancestor  of  the 
uils  of  Uarrxngtoo. 


Olive,  daughter  of  Sir  John  ==  Charles  Cotton, 
Stanhope,  of  Elvaston,  co.  of  Ovingdean,  ca 

Derby  ;  heir  to  her  mother.    {        Sussex.     Ob.  8th 


Died  before  1658,  ast.  38. 


December  1658. 


Cassandra. 

Died 

unmarried 

before  x649b 


Mk  Stahhopx 
hctchiksom, 
tevbom  Cottoo 
dedicated  his 
translation  of 

Cocneille's 

Horace  in  Nov. 

J665.  then 

itaaanied. 


Charlss 

Hutchinson, 
ofWilloughby 
on  the  Wolds, 
CO.  Derby,  aet. 
26,_f663. 


Isabella, 

daughter  of 

Sir  Thomas 

Hutchinson, 

of  Owthoipe,  CO. 

Notts.     Married 

about  July  1656. 

Died  before  1677. 


k 


=     CHARLES     = 

conoN, 

of  Bcresford, 

CO.  Stafford,  and 

of  Bentley,  co. 

Derby.     Bom 

aSth  April  1630; 

set  34,  1664. 

Died  1 2th 

February  1687. 

Buried  at  St 

Martin's. 


Mary,  eldest 

daughter  of  Sir 

William  Russell, 

of  Strensham,  co. 

Worcester,  Bart.,  and 

widow  of  Wingfield, 

Baron  Cromwell  in 

England,  and  Earl 

op  Ardglass  in 

Ireland.    Married 

before  1677. 

Second  wife. 


J^THERIHE: 

!  XJnaarried 
^ept  1687. 
DKdJtnK 
'740. 


Sir 
Bbrkblby 

Lucy,  of 
Broxboume, 

ca  Herts, 
Bart.    Died 

Nov.  19, 

»759»  't-  87» 
S.P.  M. 


Jane  Cotton.  = 
Bom  after  i6'^4, 
and  before  1677. 

Unmarried 

September  1687. 

Died  Jan.  29, 

X738,  ait  72. 

Buried  at  Bunny, 

CO.  Notts. 


^THKRiKB.      Elizabeth, 

eldest  5th 

<bttghter.  daughter. 

Jake,  3d 
daagbter. 


Ail  died  unmarried  befor« 
1727. 


Beaumont 

Parkvns,  of 

Sutton  Bonning- 

ton,  CO.  Notts, 
younger  brother 
of  Sir  Thomas 
Parkyns,  Bart. 

Died  Dec.  23, 
X714,     Buried  at 
Bunny,  CO.  Notts. 


Mary 

Cotton. 
Bora  after 

X664,  and 
before  1677. 
Unmarried 
Sept  X687. 


=^  augustinb 
Armstrong, 
of  the  parish 
of  St  George 
the  Martyr, 
Bloomsbiuy. 


Mary  Lucy,  ==  Hon.  Charles 


daughter 
and  sole  heir. 
Married  Z4th 
Aug.  1727. 


Compton,  4th 
sou  of  Gborgb, 

4th  Earl  of 
■  Northampton. 
Died  aoth  Nov. 

I75^ 


Eight      Charles  Kathbrinb. 
Childreu,       Arm- 

all  of       strong. 
whom  died'         '  -  — ' 

s.  p.        "BolCti  living  Jan.  x727-&^ 


OnviA  Alcionb.    =  John  Selby,  of  Godmanches- 
Bom  X 726.     Died  -»     -      .."»>       •--  — 

Dec  94, 1770. 

Emily.   Living  1744. 


I 


ter,  CO.  Hunts,  of  Downham, 

CO.  Cambridge,  and  lastly, 

of  Kingsbury,  co.  Middlesex. 

Died  March  14,  X784. 


Charles  Compton,  Spencer,  8th  Earl 

Succeeded,  in  1758,  as  of  Northampton. 

7th  Earl  of  Northarap-  Died  April  7, 1796. 
ton.    Died  i8ih  Oct.  — 

1763,  s.  p.  M. 


T 


Robert  Selby.  Bora  26th  Jan.  =  ELizABBTH.daughter 
X758.  Living  July  X836.  One  I  of  William  Moore. 
or  TKE  PRESENT  RBPRESENTA-  Married  1783.  Died 
Tivts  OF  Charlbs  Cotton.      «*»    ad  November  X835. 


Charles.  9th  Earl  of  Northampton. 

Created  Eari  Compton  and  Marquess 

of  Northampton,  7th  September  x8xa. 

Died  24th  May  1828.  = 
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Spbncer  Joshua  Alwyne,  2d  Marquess  and  loth  Earl  of  Northampton. 
Onb  of  the  present  representatives  of  Charles  Cotton. 


III.  PEDIGREE  OF  KEN. 

[CompUedfrom  the  Herald's  Visitation  of  London  in  1634,  marked  Co^intk 
College  of  Arms;  Parish  Registers,  fVills,  and  other  Authorities.l 


WILLIAM  KEN^of  Somersetshire. 

T 


Matthew  Kbn,  of  London  ==  EuzabbtHi  daughter  of  Richard  Baxxet«  of  Loodos. 


Tank,  daughter  of  ==  Thomas  Ken»  of  London,  attor^=MAKTHA,  daughter  of  Jok  ChaixH 

Rowland  Hughrs,  ncy  in  the  Court  of  Common  -'  ^' — *- —  "   *«.jji is» 

of  Essenden,  co.  Pleas,  Gentleman,  citizen  and 

Herts.*    She  died  harber  -  surgeon.      Died  xaih 

before  1626.  June  1651.     Will  dated  12th 

First  wife.  April  1651.   Proved  18th  May 

1653. 


of  Kingiibury,  co.  Middlesex.  Ba 
at  St  Giles',  Cripplegate,  XQth  U\ 
1640-1.  Administration  of  her  c& 
granted  to  her  husbaad  zath  July  i* 
Second  wife. 


Thomas 
Ken,  son  and 
heir  in  1634. 

Buried  at 

St  Giles'. 
Cripplegate, 

Feb.  1636. 

Jane  Ken, 
married 
John 
Symonds, 
Both  living 
April  1651. 

Anns. 

Bom  x6io. 

Married, 

about  164& 

IZAAK 
WALTON, 
and  died  17th 
April  '6aa. 

w 


John  Ken, 

second  son 
and  eldest 
son  bv  the 

second  wife. 

Baptized  at 
St  Giles', 

Cripplegate, 
I  St  January 

X626-7.  Will 

dated  a6th 

April,  and 

proved  by 

his  brother 

and  sole 

executor, 

Jon  Ken, 

31st  May 

X651.    Died 

unmarried. 


Tom    s 
Kbn, 
third 
son, 
baptized 
at  St 
Giles', 
Cripple- 
gate, 
July  10, 
1633. 
Some- 
time 
Trea- 
surer of 
the  East 
India 
Com- 
pany. 
Living 
August 
Z683. 


:  Rose, 

Mar- 

sister of 

tha 

Sir 

Ken, 

Thomas 

baptized 

Vbknon, 

at  St 

of  Cole- 

Giles', 

Cripple- 

Street, 

gate, 

London. 

June  38, 

Living 

1628. 

July 

Living 

X7i^ 

August 

1683. 

Tames 
Beach- 
am,  of 
London, 
gold- 
smith. 
Living 
July 
X714. 


—  Ken, 

a  son.    At 

Cyprus 

about 

1707. 


Martha  =:  Christopher 
Ken.  Frederick 

Living  Kreinberg. 

Z714.  Resident  for  the 

Elector  of 
Hanover  in 
London.     Living 
X714. 


Rose  Ken,  of 
Maiylebone, 
CO.  Middlesex. 
Died  unmarried, 
and  Administra- 
tion of  her  effects 

granted  to  her 

muther  in  March 

X700-X. 


Mary  ken.     Bap- 
tized at  St  Giles^ 
aforesaid  33d  Feb. 
,  x629-3a  Presumed 
to  have  died  before 

"634 . 
Margaret  Kxn. 
Baptized  at  StGiles* 
aforesaid  March  26, 
1631.   Presumed  to 
have  died  befoi% 
X634. 

Elizabeth  Ken. 

Baptized  at  StGilesT 

aforesaid  Z4th 

April  X635. 

Mary  Kbn.    Bap- 
tized at  St  Giles^ 
aforesaid  z^th  Aug. 
X638.    Kuned  thm 
7th  Dec.  1639. 

Martin  Ken. 

Baptized  at  St 

Gilc^  aforesaid 

March  x6|  1640-z. 


Thomas 

youogH 

Bom  at] 

Berkhami 

co.Hcr< 

^^ 

New  Co] 
Oxon.  I 
3151  Jan. 
B.  0.1678- 
June  30, 1 

Insta* 
Prebesda 

Wmcba 

Apil  1% 

Consecn 

Bishop  of 

and  We 

Dcprii«3l 

x6gD-i.    J 

March  1 

X  7x0-1 1,* 


JONBBACHAM,of 

Trinity  College, 
Oxford.     Pro- 
ceeded M.A.  6th 
Nov.  X683.  and 
B.D.  33d  March 
1693.    Fellow  of 
the  said  College 
in  X7X3. 


Bbaou 

FeDo* 

New  Coll 

Oxford.   I 

before  I] 


•  He  was  probably  the  person  who  is  thus  mentioned  in  Smith's  Catalogue  of  Persons  decew 
(Addit.  MS.  886»  in  BriL  Mus.) :  *'  April  30,  X643,  the  wife  of  Rowland  Hughbs,  Attoney,  died 
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IV.  PEDIGREE  OF  CHALKHILL. 

\CotnpiUd  from  Wills  and  other  Authorides\ 


•  CHALKHILL  == 


—  CaxUCHILL 


.^—  CHALKHILL  r= — *    Livinf  161J. 


1 

kAio 

John 
Chalk- 

WiLLLMI     r= 

BWILL. 

CHALKHILL, 

ibdore 

HILU 

of  FuIIuuDf 

irtoi 

Uving 

CO.  Middle- 

^ 

Dec 

sex,  yeoman. 
Wifl  duted 

2606. 

14th  Dec 

x6oid.  Proved 

.o.h^u«. 

■==   Cecily, 
daughter 

of , 

widow  of 
Dixon. 


Jon  Chalkhill,  = 

of  Kingsbury,  co. 

Middlesex,  1606. 
and  of  Northall,  in 
that  county,  Gent, 
in  161 5.  Will  dated 

xTth  August  1615, 
and  proved  28th  of 

the  same  month.* 


:Maktha,  daugh- 
ter of— Brown  B» 
and  sister  of  John 

and  Thomas 

Browne.    Will 

dated  13th  July 

and  provedSth 

Dec.  i6ao. 


Susannah, 

wife  of  — 

Martyn, 

x6a6w 


^lU, 


P««, 


proved 

^Kov. 


■  Judith, 
daughter 

of 

Tannkk, 
and  sister 
of  John 

and 
Joseph 
Tanner. 


Eliza- 
beth, 
widow 
of 

Barker. 
Living 

Nov.  165X, 

Anne, 

wife 

of 

Nichols. 


'J 

inCh 


John  Chalk- 
hill,  not  25  in 
16x5.  Executor 
to  his  mother  in 
1620. 

JoK  Chalkhill, 

under  25  in  16x5, 

and  was  then 

abroad. 

Mary  ChaLk- 

hill.     Living 

x62o»  m.  Edward 

WAKSriELD,  of 

London.  Ob.  8.  P. 


Margaret  : 

Chalkhill, 

under  21  in 

16x5. 


:  Martin 
Browne,       tha 
surgeon.     Chalk- 
Alderman      hill, 
of  London,  under  ar 
in  16x5. 


Mar-  =THOMAa 
Ken. 


Rebecca,  = 
daughter 
and  heiress. 


Sir  Hum- 
phrey 
Winch,  of 
Hannes, 
CO.  Bed- 
ford, Bart. 
Ob.  circa 

Z703,S.P.M. 


'8' 

See  Pedigreo 

No.  111. 


Um  Cealkhill,  of  =  Mary,  executrix  of  her 


PCreea,  in  Fulhamf 
bu.   Wai  dated 
«c.  1672.   Proved 
nkOctoberz67d 


husband's  will  in  October 

1676.     (Query,  if  she 

was  not  a  daughter 

of Eaursbe.) 


n 

John 

Chalkhill, 

under  age  in 

Nov.  Z65Z. 


Judith. 
Kethia. 


Mary. 
Rose. 


All  living  in  1651 
and  i6ja. 


Mary,  wife  of 
Joseph  Rollinson, 
of  London,  druggist. 


Judith  Chalkhill.        Hannah.         Rebecca. 

< ^ 

All  under  ao  in  December  1673. 


*  He  oteained  a  grant  of  tiie  following  Anns  from  Cooke,  Clarenceux  King-of-Arms,  Tiz., 
^n^mf  of  iiz,  gulci  and  argent    Crest,  out  of  a  ducal  coronet  ory  a  horse's  head  erminesi 
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THE    COMPLETE    ANGLER; 


OR, 


I     Contemplative  Man's  Recreation. 
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PORTRAIT     OF     IZAAK    WALTON 
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THE   EPISTLE  DEDICATORY. 


TO  THE  RIGHT  WORSHIPFUL  JOHN  OFFLEY,  OF 
MADELEY  MANOR,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  STAF- 
FORD,  ESQUIRE*  MY  MOST  HONOURED 
FRIEND. 

Sir, — I  have  made  so  ill  use  of  your  former  favours,  as  by  them 
to  be  encouraged  to  entreat,  that  they  may  be  enlarged  to  the 
patronage  and  protection  of  this  Book  :  and  I  have  put  on  a 
modest  confidence,  that  I  shall  not  be  denied,  because  it  is  a 
discourse  of  Fish  and  Fishing,  which  you  know  so  well,  and  both 
love  and  practise  so  much. 

You  are  assured,  though  there  be  ignorant  men  of  another 
belief,  that  Angling  is  an  Art :  and  you  know  that  Art  better  than 
others ;  ^  and  that  this  is  truth  is  demonstrated  by  the  fruits  of 

Vaszation.  J    1  than  any  that  I  know. — j*t  and  ^d  edit- 

*  Scm  and  bcJr  <A  Sir  Jobn  Offley,  of  Madelev,  in  the  county  of  Stafibrdf  Knight, 
and  great-grandison  oif  Sir  Thomas  OfHey,  who  was  Lord  Mayor  of  London  in 
1557;  Mr  O^y*  to  whom  this  work  is  dedicated,  succeeded  his  father  in  1646,  and  was 
tmce  married  :  first  to  Dorothy,  daughter  of  Sir  John  Lidcott,  of  Mouslev  in  Surrey; 
and  secondly,  to  Mary,  daughter  of  lliomas  Broughton,  of  Broughton  in  Staffordshire. 
He  died  in  1658,  leaving,  by  his  second  wife,  John,  who  was  thirteen  years  oki  in  1663 ; 
Thomas,  then  aged  twelve  ;  and  Mary,  who  became  the  %rife  of  Sir  Wiiloughby  Aston, 
of  Aston,  in  the  county  of  Chester,  Bart  John  Offley,  the  eldest  son,  acquired  Crew, 
in  Cheshire,  in  rig^t  of  his  wife,  Ann,  daughter  and  co-heiress  of  John  Crew,  of  that 
place,  Esq.,  by  whom  he  had,  first,  John ;  second,  Crew  ;  third,  Mary,  who  married 
I^bcTt,  Viscount  Kiimorrey.  John  Ofilev,  his  son  and  heir,  assumed  the  name  of  Crew, 
and  died  in  1749,  leaving  John  Crew,  of  Crew,  Esq.,  his  son  and  heir,  who  was  living  in 
3751,  three  other  sons,  and  three  daughters.  Crew  Offley,  of  Wichner,  in  the  county  of 
Safford,  the  second  son,  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Lawrence,  of  Chelsea : 
and  dying  in  1739,  left,  by  her,  two  sons,  John  Offley,  of  Wichner,  in  the  county  of 
Stafford,  living  unmarried,  and  aged  thirty-four,  in  1751,  and  Lawrence  Offley,  who  died 
in  1^49,  unnuuried. — Records  of  the  College  of  Arms  ^  marked  C  36  and  3D  14.^  This 
Dedicadon  is  not  the  onlv  evidence  of  a  personal  acquaintance  between  the  families  of 
Wahon  and  Offley :  a  John  Offley  proved  the  will  of  Agnes  WaltoU)  of  the  parish  of 
Madetry,  oa  the  aad  of  April  1573. 
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2  THE  EPISTLE  DEDICATORY. 

that  pleasant  labour  which  you  enjoy,  when  you  purpose  to  give 
rest  to  your  mind,  and  divest  yourself  of  your  more  serious 
business,  and,  which  is  often,  dedicate  a  day  or  two  to  this  recrea- 
tion. At  which  time,  if  conunon  Anglers  should  attend  you,  and 
be  eyewitnesses  of  the  success,  not  of  your  fortune,  but  your  skill, 
it  would  doubtless  beget  in  them  an  emulation  to  be  like  you,  and 
that  emulation  might  beget  an  industrious  diligence  to  be  so  ;  but 
I  know  it  is  not  attainable  by  common  capacities  :  and  there  be 
now  many  men  of  great  wisdom,  learning,  and  experience,  which 
love  and  practise  this  Art,  that  know  I  speak  the  truth.' 

Sir,  this  pleasant  ciuiosity  of  Fish  and  Fishing,  of  which  you 
are  so  great  a  master,  has  been  thought  worthy  the  pens  and 
practices  of  divers  in  other  nations,  that  have  been  reputed  men 
of  great  learning  and  wisdom.  And  amongst  those  of  this  nation, 
I  remember  Sir  Henry  Wotton,  a  dear  lover  of  this  Art,  has  told 
me,  that  his  intentions  were  to  write  a  Discourse  of  the  Art,  and 
in  praise  of  Angling  ;  and  doubtless  he  had  done  so,  if  death  had 
not  prevented  him ;  the  remembrance  of  which  had  often  made 
me  sorry,  for  if  he  had  lived  to  do  it,  then  the  unlearned  Angler' 
had  seen  some  better  treatise  of  this  Art,  a  treatise  that  might 
have  proved  worthy^  his  perusal,  which,  though  some  have  under- 
taken, I  could  never  yet  see  in  English. 

But  mine  may  be  thought  as  weak,  and  as  imworthy  of 
conunon  view ;  and  I  do  here  freely  confess,  that  I  should  rather 
excuse  myself  than  censure  others,  my  own  discourse  being  liable 
to  so  many  exceptions  ;  against  which  you,  Sir,  might  make  this 
one,  that  it  can  contribute  nothing  to  YOUR  knowledge.  And 
lest  a  longer  epistle  may  diminish  your  pleasiure,  I  shall  make  this 
•  no  *  longer  than  to  add  this  following  truth,  that  I  am  really.  Sir, 
your  most  affectionate  Friend,  and  most  humble  Servant, 

Iz.  Wa. 

VAKIATIONS. 

*  "and  there  be,"  &c.,  to  "the  truth/'  added  in  the  od edit 

*  of  which  I  am  one. — xst  edit. 

*  tome  treatise  of  this  art  worthy. — Ihid. 

*  abali  not  adyenture  to  make  thu  epistle  any  XonfBtc,— First /ntriditi0iu. 
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TO  THE  READER.  ^ 

THE  EPISTLE  TO  THE  READER  IN 
THE  FIRST  EDITION. 


TO  THE  READER  OF  THIS  DISCOURSE,  BUT  ESPECIALLY 
TO  THE  HONEST  ANGLER. 

I  THINK  fit  to  tell  thee  these  following  truths  ;  that  I  did  not  undertake 
to  write,  or  to  publish  this  Discourse  of  Fish  and  Fishing,  to  please 
myself,  and  that  I  wish  it  may  not  displease  others ;  for  I  have  confessed, 
there  are  many  defects  in  it.  And  yet,  1  cannot  doubt,  but  that  by  it, 
some  Readers  may  receive  so  much  profit  or  pleasure,  as  if  they  be  not 
very  busy  men,  may  make  it  not  unworthy  the  time  of  their  perusal ;  and 
this  is  all  the  confidence  that  I  can  put  on  concerning  the  merit  of  this 
book. 

And  I  wish  the  Reader  also  to  take  notice,  that  in  writing  of  it,  I  have 
made  a  recreation  of  a  recreation  ;  and  that  it  might  prove  so  to  thee  in 
the  reading,  and  not  to  read  dull  and  tediously,  1  have  in  several  places 
mixed  some  innocent  mirth;  of  which,  if  thou  be  a  severe  sour-corn- 
plexioned  man,  then  I  here  disallow  thee  to  be  a  competent  judge.  For 
divines  say,  there  are  offences  given  ;  and  offences  taken,  but  not  given. 
And  I  am  the  willinger  to  justi^  this  innocent  mirth,  because  the  whole 
Discourse  is  a  kind  of  picture  of  my  own  disposition,  at  least  of  my  dis- 

rition  in  such  days  and  times  as  I  allow  myself,  when  honest  Nat  and 
R.  and  I  go  a-£ishinfi^  together  ;  and  let  me  add  this,  that  he  that  likes 
not  the  Discourse,  shomd  like  the  pictures  of  the  Trout  and  other  fish, 
which  I  may  commend,  because  they  concern  not  myself.* 

And  I  am  also  to  tell  the  Reader,  that  in  that  which  is  the  more  useful 
part  of  this  Discourse  ;  that  b  to  say,  the  observations  of  the  nature  and 
breeding,  and  seasons,  and  catching  of  fish,  I  am  not  so  simple  as  not  to 
think  but  that  he  may  find  exceptions  in  some  of  these ;  and  therefore  I 
most  entreat  him  to  know,  or  rather  note,  that  several  countries,  and 
sereral  rivers  alter  the  time  and  manner  of  fiishes'  breeding  ;  and  therefore 
if  he  bring  not  candour  to  the  reading  of  this  Discourse,  he  shall  both 
injure  me,  and  possibly  himself  too,  by  too  many  criticisms. 

Now  for  the  Art  of  catching  fish  ;  that  is  to  say,  how  to  make  a  man 
that  was  none,  an  Angler  bv  a  book  :  he  that  undertakes  it,  shall  under- 
take a  harder  task  than  Hales,  that  in  his  printed  book  f  undertook  bv  it 
to  teach  the  Art  of  Fencing,  and  was  laughed  at  for  his  labour.     Not  but 

*  Sir  John  Hawkins  nqyposes  the  Fish  to  have  been  engraved  upon  tflver :  that 
the  cosj^ure  is  errooeousv  is  proved  by  the  fact  that  the  same  tide-paice  and  plates  were 
•led  in  fixft  editions  of  this  workj  and  also  in  five  editions  of  Venables'  "  Experienced 
Ai}|;lcr ; "  half  the  nnmber  of  which  impressions  would  have  worn  out  a  silver  plate, 
h  u  probable  they  were  engraved  by  Lomb"^  «•-:-!- 

t  Called  the  Private  School  of  Defence. 
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4  TO  THE  READER, 

that  something  useful  might  be  observed  out  of  that  book  :  but  that  Art 
was  not  to  be  taught  by  words  ;  nor  is  the  Art  of  Angling.  And  yet,  I 
think,  that  most  that  love  that  game,  may  here  learn  something  that  may 
be  worth  their  money,  if  they  be  not  needy  :  and  if  they  be,  then  my 
advice  is,  that  they  forbear  ;  for  I  write  not  to  get  money,  but  for  pleasure  ; 
and  this  Discourse  boasts  of  no  more :  for  I  hate  to  promise  much,  and 
fail. 

But  pleasure  I  have  found  both  in  the  search  and  conference  about  what 
is  here  offered  to  thy  view  and  censure  ;  I  wish  thee  as  much  in  the  per- 
usal of  it,  and  so  might  here  take  my  leave  ;  but  I  will  stay  thee  a  little 
longer  by  telling  thee,  that  whereas  it  is  said  by  many,  that  in  fly-fishing 
for  a  Trout,  the  Angler  must  observe  his  twelve  flies  for  every  month,  I 
say,  if  he  observe  that,  he  shall  be  as  certain  to  catch  fish,  as  they  that 
make  hay  by  the  fair  days  in  Almanacs,  and  be  no  surer :  for  doubtless, 
three  or  four  flies  rightly  made,  do  serve  for  a  trout  all  summer ;  and  for 
winter-flies,  all  Anglers  know,  they  are  as  useful  as  an  Almanac  out  of 
date. 

Of  these  (because  no  man  is  bom  an  artist  nor  an  Angler)  I  thought  fit 
to  give  thee  this  notice.  I  might  say  more,  but  it  is  not  fit  for  this  place  ;  but 
if  tnis  Discourse  which  follows  shall  come  to  a  second  impression,  which 
is  possible,  for  slight  books  have  been  in  this  age  observed  to  have  that 
fortune,  I  shall  then,  for  thy  sake,  be  glad  to  correct  what  is  faulty,  or  by 
a  conference  with  any  to  explain  or  enlarge  what  is  defective  :  but  for  this 
time  I  have  neither  a  willingness  nor  leisure  to  say  more,  than  wish  thee 
a  rainy  evening  to  read  this  book  in,  and  that  the  east  wind  may  never 
blow  when  thou  goest  a-fishing.     Farewell 

Iz.  Wa- 


THE  EPISTLE  TO  THE  READER  IN 
THE  SECOND  EDITION. 


TO  THE  READER  OF  THIS  DISCOURSE,  BUT  ESPECIALLY 
TO  THE  HONEST  ANGLER. 

I  THINK  fit  to  tell  every  Reader  these  following  truths  ;  that  I  did  neither 
undertake,  nor  write,  nor  publish,  and  much  less  own  this  Discourse  to 
please  myself,  and  wish  it  may  not  displease  others  :  for  I  have  confessed 
there  are  many  defects  in  it 

And  yet  I  cannot  doubt,  but  that  by  it  some  Readers  may  receive  so 
much  pleasure  or  profit  as  may  make  it  worthy  the  time  of  their  perusal, 
if  they  be  not  very  busy  men.  And  this  is  all  the  confidence  that  I  can 
put  on  concerning  the  merit  of  what  is  here  offered  to  their  consideration 
and  censure. 
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Being  a  Difcourfe  of 

FISH  and  FISHING. 

Not  unworthy  the  pei-ufal  of  nioft  Anglers. 


Simon  Yrter /aid,  I  go  a  fifliingj :  and  they  /aid.  We 
alfo  -u'll go  ii'itb  tbee.    John  2  i.  3. 


FAC-SIMILE     OF   THE    TITLE    PAGE    OF  THE    FIRST  EDITIOK    OF 
THE    COM.PLEAT    ANGLER,    1663. 
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TO  THE  READER.  5 

And  I  wish  the  Reader  also  to  take  notice,  that  in  writing  of  it,  I  have 
made  myself  a  recreation  of  a  recreation ;  and  that  it  might  prove  so  to 
him,  and  not  read  dull  and  tediously,  I  have  in  several  places  mixed 
(not  any  scurrility,  but)  some  innocent,  harmless  mirth,  of  which,  if  thou 
be  a  severe,  sour-complexioned  man,  then  I  here  disallow  thee  to  be  a 
competent  judge ;  for  divines  say,  there  are  offences  given,  and  offences 
not  given,  but  taken. 

And  I  am  the  willinger  to  justify  the  pleasant  part  of  it,  because,  though 
it  is  known  I  can  be  serious  at  seasonable  times,  yet  the  whole  Discourse 
is  a  kind  of  picture  of  my  own  disposition  in  such  days  and  times, 
as  I  allow  to  myself,  when  honest  Nat  and  R.  R.  and  I  go  a-fishing 
together. 

And  let  me  add  this,  that  he  that  likes  not  the  book,  should  like  the 
picture  of  the  Trout,  and  the  other  fish,  which  I  dare  commend,  because 
they  concern  not  myself. 

Next,  let  me  tell  the  Reader,  that  in  that  which  is  the  more  useful  part 
of  this  Discourse;  that  is  to  say,  the  observations  of  the  nature,  and 
breeding,  and  seasons,  and  catching  of  fish,  I  am  not  so  simple  as  not  to 
know,  but  that  a  captious  reader  may  find  exceptions  against  something 
said  of  some  of  these  ;  and  therefore  I  must  entreat  him  to  consider,  that 
experience  teaches  us  to  know,  that  several  countries  alter  the  time,  and  I 
think  almost  the  manner,  of  fishes'  breeding,  but  doubtless,  of  their  being 
in  season ;  as  may  appear  by  three  rivers  in  Monmouthshire,  namely, 
Severn,  Wye,  and  Usl^  where  Camden  *  observes,  that  in  the  river  Wye, 
Salmon  are  in  season  from  September  to  April,  and  we  are  certain,  that 
in  the  other  two,  and  in  Thames  and  Trent^  and  in  most  other  rivers,  they 
be  in  season  the  six  hotter  months. 

Now  for  the  Art  of  catching  fish,  that  is  to  say,  how  to  make  a  man  that 
was  none,  to  be  an  Angler  by  a  book  ;  he  that  undertakes  it  shall  under- 
take a  harder  task  than  Mr  Hales,  that  in  a  printed  book,  called  "The 
Private  School  of  Defence,"  undertook  to  teach  the  science  or  art  of  fencing, 
and  was  laughed  at  for  his  labour.  Not  but  that  many  useful  things  might 
be  observed  out  of  that  book ;  but  that  the  art  was  not  to  be  taught  by  words : 
nor  is  the  Art  of  Angling ;  nor  have  I  undertaken  to  leave  out  nothing 
that  might  be  said  of  it,  but  to  acquaint  the  Reader  with  many  things  that 
are  not  usually  known  to  every  Angler  ;  and  I  shall  leave  gleanings  and 
observations  enough  to  be  made  out  of  the  experience  of  all  that  love  and 
practise  this  recreation,  to  which  I  shall  encourage  them.  For  Angling 
may  be  said  to  be  like  the  Mathematics,  that  can  never  be  fully  learnt ;  at 
lea^,  not  so  fully,  but  that  there  will  still  be  more  new  experiments  left 
for  the  trial  of  other  men  tliat  succeed  us. 

But  I  think  all  that  love  this  game  may  here  learn  'something  that  may 
be  worth  their  money,  if  they  be  not  poor  and  needy  men ;  and  in  case 
they  be,  I  then  wish  them  to  forbear  to  buy  it ;  for  I  write  not  to  get 
money,  but  for  pleasure,  and  this  Discourse  boasts  of  no  more ;  for  I  hate 
to  promise  much,  and  fail. 

But  pleasure  I  liave  found  both  in  the  search  and  conference  about  what 
is  here  offered  to  the  Reader's  view  and  censure  ;  I  wish  him  as  much  in 
the  perusal  of  it,  and  so  might  here  take  my  leave  :  but  must  stay  a  little 

*  Britaania,  ioL  633,  edition  X637,  which  is  the  one  quoted  by  Walton  throughout  the 
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6  TO  THE  READER. 

and  tell  lum,  that  whereas  it  is  said  by  many,  that  in  fly-fishing  for  a  Troat, 
the  Angler  must  observe  his  twelve  several  flies  for  Uie  twelve  months  of 
the  3rear ;  I  say,  he  that  follows  that  rule,  shall  be  as  sure  to  catch  fish,  as 
he  that  makes  hay  by  the  fair  days  in  an  Almanac,  and  no  surer ;  kn 
those  very  flies  that  use  to  appear  about  and  on  the  water  in  one  moodi  of 
the  year,  may  the  following  year  come  almost  a  month  sooner  or  later,  as 
the  same  year  proves  colder  or  hotter ;  and  yet  in  the  following  Discourse 
I  have  set  down  the  twelve  flies  that  are  in  reputation  with  many  Anglers, 
and  they  may  serve  to  give  him  some  light  concerning  them.  Ami  be 
may  note,  that  there  is  in  Wales,  and  other  countries,  pcoiliar  flies,  proper 
to  the  particular  place  or  country ;  and  doubtless,  unless  a  num  makes  a  flj 
to  counterfeit  that  very  fly  in  that  place,  he  is  like  to  lose  his  labour :  hot 
for  the  generality,  three  or  four  flies  neat  and  rightly  made,  and  not  too 
big,  serve  for  a  Trout  in  most  rivers  all  the  summer.  And  for  winter  fly- 
fishing it  is  as  useful  as  an  Almanac  out  of  date.  And  of  these  (because 
as  no  man  is  bom  an  artist,  so  no  man  is  bom  an  Angler)  I  thought  fit  to 
give  thee  this  notice. 

When  I  have  told  the  Reader,  that  in  this  second  impression  there  are 
many  enlargements,  gathered  both  by  my  own  observation,  and  the  com- 
munication of  friends,  I  shall  stay  him  no  longer  than  to  wish  him  a  rainy 
evening  to  read  this  following  Discourse  ;  and  that  (if  he  be  an  Augler) 
the  east  wind  may  never  blow  when  he  goes  a-fishing, 

LW. 


THE  EPISTLE  TO  THE  READER  IN 
THE  FIFTH  EDITION.* 


TO  ALL  READERS  OF  THIS  DISCOURSE,  BUT 
ESPECIALLY  TO  THE  HONEST  ANGLER. 

I  THINK  fit  to  tell  thee  these  following  troths  ;  that  I  did  neither  under- 
take, nor  write,  nor  publish,  and  much  less  own,  this  Discourse  to  please 
myself :  and,  having  been  too  easily  drawn  to  do  all '  to  please  others,  as 
I  propose  not  the  gaining  of  credit  by  this  undertaking,  so  I  would  not 
willingly  lose  any  part  of  that  to  which  I  had  a  just  title  before  I  b^an  it; 
and  do  therefore  desire  and  hope,  if  I  deserve  not  commendations,  yet  I 
may  obtain  pardon. 

Variation.]    <  to  do  ^.'-OtmtUd  in  yi edit. 

*  The  variationa  betweea  this,  aod  the  third  vcA  fourth  editions,  are  pointed  oat  in 
the  notes. 
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TO  THE  READER.  7 

And  though  this  Discourse  may  be  liable  to  some  exceptions,  yet  I  can- 
not doubt  but  that  most  Readers  may  receive  so  much  pleausre  or  profit 
by  it,  as  may  make  it  worthy  the  time  of  their  perusal,  if  they  be  not  too 
grave  or  too  busy  men.'  And  this  is  all  the  confidence  that  I  can  put  on, 
concerning  the  merit  of  what  is  here  offered  to  their  consideration  and 
censure  ;  and  if  the  last  prove  too  severe,  as  I  have  a  liberty,'  so  I  am 
resolved  to  use  it,  and  neglect  all  sour  censures. 

And  I  wish  the  Reader  also  to  take  notice,  that  in  writing  of  it  I  have 
made  myself  a  recreation  of  a  recreation ;  and  that  it  might  prove  so  to 
him,  and  not  read  dull  and  tediously,  I  have  in  several  places  mixed,  not 
any  scurrility,  but  some  innocent,  harmless  mirth,  of  which  if  thou  be  a 
severe,  sonr-complexioned  man,  then  I  here  disallow  thee  to  be  a  com- 
petent judge ;  for  divines  say,  there  are  offences  given,  and  offences  not 
given  but  taken. 

And  I  am  the  willinger  to  justify  the  pleasant  part  of  it,  because  though 
it  is  known  I  can  be  serious  at  seasonable  times,  yet  the  whole  Discourse 
is,  or  rather  ¥ras,  a  picture  of  my  own  disposition,  especially  in  sudi  da3rs 
and  times  as  I  have  laid  aside  business,  and  gone  a-fishing  with  honest 
Nat  and  R.  Roe  ;  *  but  they  are  gone,  and  with  them  most  of  my  pleasant 
hoars,  even  as  a  shadow  that  passeth  away  and  returns  not. 

And  next  let  me  add  this,  that  he  that  likes  not  the  book,  should  like 
the  excellent  picture  of  the  Trout,  and  some  of  the  other  fish,  which  I  may 
take  a  liberty  to  commend,  because  they  concern  not  myself. 

Next,  let  me  tell  the  Reader,  that  in  that  which  is  the  more  useful  part 
of  this  Discourse,  that  is  to  say,  the  observations  of  the  nature  and  breeding, 
and  seasons,  and  catching  of  nsh,  I  am  not  so  simple  as  not  to  know,  that 
a  captious  reader  may  find  exceptions  against  something  said  of  some  of 
these ;  and  therefore  I  must  entreat  him  to  consider,  that  experience 
teaches  us  to  know  that  several  countries  alter  the  time,  and  I  think, 
almost  the  manner,  of  fishes'  breeding,  but  doubtless  of  their  being  in  season; 
as  may  appear  by  three  rivers  in  Monmouthshire,  namely,  Severn,  Wye, 
and  Usk,  where  Camden  t  observes,  that  in  the  river  Wye,  Salmon  are  in 
season  from  September  to  April ;  and  we  are  certain,  that  in  Thames  and 
Trent,  and  in  most  other  rivers,  they  be  in  season  the  six  hotter 
months. 

Now  for  the  Art  of  catching  fish,  that  is  to  say,  how  to  make  a  man 
that  was  none  to  be  an  Angler  by  a  book,  he  that  undertakes  it  shall 
undertake  a  harder  task  than  Mr  Hales,  a  most  valiant  and  excellent 
.fencer,  who  in  a  printed  book,  called  "  A  Private  School  of  Defence,'*  under- 
took *  to  teach  that  art  or  science,  and  was  laughed  at  for  his  labour.     Not 

VARIATIONS. 

1  if  they  be  not  very  busy  men.— 31/  edit 

0  too  severe,  I  have  a  liberty,  and  am  resolved  to  neglect  it.— ^/Mi£ 

»  by  \x.^Ibid. 


*  It  has  not  been  ascertained  who  these  persons  were,  but  it  may  be  presumed  that 
they  were  related  to  Walton,  for,  in  a  presentation  copy  of  his  "  Lives  of  Donne,  Sir 
Henry  Wotton.  Hooker,  and  Herbert,*'  there  is  written  by  the  author  on  the  frontis- 
piece, *•  For  my  cou«in  Roe."  In  the  first  and  second  editions  of  the  Angler,  they  are 
(has  spoken  of:  "  When  honest  Nat  and  R.  R.  and  I  go  a-fiUiing  together ;  but  in  the 
third,  and  subsequent  editions,  they  are  mentioned  as  above,  so  that  it  is  evident  they 
were  living  in  X655,  and  died  before  1664. 

t  Britannia,  f.  633. 
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8  TO  THE  READER, 

but  that  many  useful  things  might  be  learned  by  that  book,  but  he  was 
laughed  at  beotuse  that  art  was  not  to  be  taught  by  words,  but  practice :  and 
so  must  Angling.  And  note  also,  that  ^  in  this  Discourse  I  do  not  undertake 
to  say  all  that  is  known,  or  may  be  said  of  it,  but  I  undertsdce  to  acquaint 
the  Reader  with  many  things  that  are  not  usually  known  to  eveiy  Airier ; 
and  I  shall  leave  gleanings  and  observations  enough  to  be  made  out  of  the 
experience  of  all  that  love  and  practise  this  recreation,  to  whidi  I  shall 
*  encourage  them.  For  Angling  may  be  said  to  be  so  like  the  Mathematics, 
that  it  can  never  be  fully  learnt ;  at  least  not  so  fully,  but  that  there  will 
still  be  more  new  experiments  left  for  the  trial  of  other  men  that  succeed 
us. 

But  I  think  all  that  love  this  game  may  here  learn  something  that  may 
be  worth  their  money,  if  they  be  not  poor  and  needy  men  :  and  in  case 
they  be,  I  then  wish  them  to  forbear  to  buy  it ;  for  I  write  not  to  get  money, 
but  for  pleasure,  and  this  Discourse  boasts  of  no  more,  for  I  hat#to  promise 
much,  and  deceive  the  Reader. 

And  however  it  proves  to  him,  3ret  I  am  sure  I  have  found  a  high  con- 
tent in  the  search  and  conference  of  what  is  here  offered  to*  the  Reader's 
view  and  censure.  I  wish  him  as  much  in  the  perusal  of  it,  and  so  I  might 
here  take  my  leave ;  but  will  stay  a  little  and  tell  him,  that  whereas  it  is 
said  by  many,  that  in  fly-fishing  for  a  Trout,  the  Angler  must  observe  his 
twelve  several  flies  for  the  twelve  months  of  the  year,  I  say,  he  that  follows 
that  rule,  shall  be  as  sure  to  catch  fish,  and  be  as  wise,  as  he  that  makes 
hay  by  the  fair  days  in  an  Almanac,  and  no  surer;  for  those  very  flies 
that  used  to  appear  about,  and  on,  the  water  in  one  month  oi  the  year, 
may  the  following  year  come  almost  a  month  sooner  or  later,  as  the  same 
year  proves  colder  or  hotter  :  and  yet,  in  the  following  Discourse,  I  have 
set  down  the  twelve  flies  that  are  in  reputation  with  many  ai^lers ;  and 
they  may  serve  to  eive  him  some  observations'  concerning  them.  And 
he  may  note,  that  there  are  in  Wales,  and  other  countries,  peculiar  flies, 
prop>er  to  the  particular  place  or  country ;  and  doubtless,  unless  a  man 
makes  a  fly  to  counterfeit  that  very  fly  in  that  place,  he  is  like  to  lose  his 
labour,  or  much  of  it ;  but  for  the  generality,  three  or  four  flies  neat  and 
rightly  made,  and  not  too  big,  serve  for  a  Trout  in  most  rivers,  all  the 
summer :  and  for  winter  fly-fishing  it  is  as  useful  as  an  Almanac  out  of 
date.  And  of  these,  because  as  no  man  is  bom  an  artist,  so  no  man  is 
bom  an  Angler,  I  thought  fit  to  give  thee  thb  notice. 

When  I  have  told  the  reader,  that  in  this  fifth*  impression  there  arc 
many  enlargements,  gathered  both  by  my  own  observation,  and  the  com- 
munication with  friends,  I  shall  stay  him  no  longer  than  to  wish  him  a 
rainy  evening  to  read  this  following  Discourse ;  and  that  if  he  be  an  honest 
Angler,  the  east  wind  may  never  blow  when  he  goes  a-fishing. 

VARIATIONS. 

1  And  in  this  Discourse  I  do  not,  &c — yi  edit,  *  to  his  view. — Ibui. 

>  light.— /*/</.  *  third— 3// and 4/A edit. 
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COMMENDATORY    VERSES/ 


TO  MY  DEAR  BROTHER-IN-LAW, f  MR  IZAAK  WALTON, 
UPON  HIS  "COMPLETE  ANGLER.** 

Erasmus  in  liis  learned  Colloquies 
Has  mixt  some  toys,*^  that  by  varieties 
He  might  entice  all  readers :  for  in  him 
Each  child  nuiy  wade,  or  tallest  dant  swim. 
And  such  is  this  discourse :  there^s  none  so  low. 
Or  highly  leam'd,  to  whom  hence  may  not  flow 
Pleasure  and  information  :  both  which  are 
Taught  us  with  so  much  art,  that  I  might  swear 
Safely,  the  choicest  critic  cannot  tell, 
Whether  your  matchless  judgment  most  excel 
In  Angling  or  its  praise :  where  commendation 
First  charms,  then  makes  an  art  a  recreation. 

*Twas  so  to  me ;  who  so  the  cheerful  spring 
Pictur'd  in  every  meadow,  heard  birds  sing 
Sonnets  in  every  grove,  saw  fishes  play 
In  the  cool  cryst^  streams,  like  lambs  in  May  : 
And  they  may  play,  till  Anglers  read  this  Book  ; 
But  after,  'tis  a  wise  fish  'scapes  a  hook. 

Jo.  Floud,  Mr,  ofArts.X 


TO  THE  READER  OF  "THE  COMPLETE  ANGLER." 

First  mark  the  Title  well :  my  Friend  that  gave  it 
Has  made  it  good ;  this  book  deserves  to  have  iL 

Vajuation.]    *  mlrth.~»/  edit,  at  in  text  in  yiedit. 

•  None  of  the  verses  occur  in  the  Jii^tt  but  they  are  all  to  be  found  In  the  second 
.L '^*  excepting  the  two  last  by  Dr  Duport,  which  wcjre  inserted  for  the  first  time  in 
"^4^'i  edition. 

^  iBthe  ftftk  edition,  the  words  "  inlaw  "  are  omitted ;  but  as  they  correctly  explain 
™J  *rit«i'»  relationships  they  are  here  adopted. 

I  ,Son)e  accotmt  of  thi-i  penon,  who  was  the  brother  of  Walton's  first  wife,  and  of  his 
^'^yi  will  be  found  in  the  Life  of  Walton,  at  the  commencement  of  the  volume. 
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For  he  that  views  it  with  judicious  looks 
Shall  find  it  full  of  art,  baits,  lines,  and  hooks. 

The  world  the  river  is ;  both  you  and  I, 
And  all  mankind,  are  either  fish  or  fiy. 
If  we  pretend  to  reason,  first  or  last. 
His  baits  will  tempt  us,  and  his  hooks  hold  fast 
Pleasure  or  profit,  either  prose  or  rhyme. 
If  not  at  first,  will  doubtless  take's  in  time. 

Here  sits,  in  secret,  blest  Theology, 
Waited  upon  by  grave  Philosophy,  • 
Both  natural  and  moral ;  History, 
Deck'd  and  adom'd  with  flowers  of  Poetry, 
The  matter  and  expression  striving  which 
Shall  most  excel  in  worth,  yet  not  seem  rich. 
There  is  no  danger  in  his  baits  ;  that  hook 
Will  prove  the  ^est,  that  b  surest  took. 

Nor  are  we  caught  alone,  but,  which  is  best. 
We  shall  be  wholesome,  and  be  toothsome  drest ; 
Drest  to  be  fed,  not  to  be  fed  upon : 
And  danger  of  a  surfeit  here  is  none. 
The  solid  food  of  serious  contemplation 
Is  sauced,  here,  with  such  harmless  recreation. 
That  an  ingenuous  and  religious  mind 
Cannot  inquire  for  more  than  it  may  find 
Ready  at  once  prepared,  either  t'  excite. 
Or  satisfy,  a  curious  appetite. 

More  praise  b  due :  tor  'tis  both  positive 
And  truth,  which  once  was  interrogative. 
And  utter*d  by  the  poet,  then,  in  jest — 
"  Et  piscatorem  piscis  amare  potest." 

Ch.  Harvie,  Mr,  0fArUy 


TO  MY  DEAR  FRIEND,  MR  IZ.  WALTON,  IN  PRAISE  OF 
ANGLING,  WHICH  WE  BOTH  LOVE. 

Down  by  this  smooth  stream's  wandering  sidc^* 
Adom'd  and  perfumed  with  the  pride 
Of  Flora's  wardrobe,  where  the  ^rill 
Aerial  choir'  express  their  skill, 
First,  in  alternate  melody,' 
And,  then,  in  chorus  all  agree. 
Whilst '  the  charm'd  fish,  as  ecstasied 
With  sounds,  to  his  own  throat  denied, 

VARIATIONS. 

<  Down  by  this  wand'ring  stream's  smooth  side. — id  edit 

7  Choir  of  the  uu.—Utd.  «  harmony.~/3i<^ >  Whtrc-IM. 

•  In  the  second  and  M/n/  editions  the  initials  C.  H.  only  occwr;  the  »w»*,,*J^ 
printed  at  length  in  the  Ji/(A  edition  for  the  first  time.  An  account  of  Uarrey  «iu  ^ 
found  in  a  subsequent  note- 
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COMMENDATORY  VERSES,  ii 

Scorns  his  dull  element,  and  springs 
r  the  air,  as  if  his  fins  were  wings. 

'Tis  here  that  pleasures  sweet  and  high 
Prostrate  to  our  embraces  lie  : 
Such  as  to  body,  soul,  or  fame,^ 
Create  no  sickness,  sin,  or  shame : 
Roses,  not  fenc'd  with  pricks,  grow  here. 
No  sting  to  the  honey-bag  is  near : 
But,  what's  perhaps  their  prejudice, 
They  difficulty  want  and  price. 

An  obvious  rod,  a  twist  of  hair. 
With  *  hook  hid  in  an  '  insect,  are 
Engines  of  sport,*  would  fit  •  the  wish 
Of  th*  Epicure,  and*  fill  his  dish. 

In  thb  clear  stream  let  fall  a  grub ; 
And,  straight,  take  up  a  Dace  or  Chub. 
I*  the  mud,  your  worm  provokes  a  snig,* 
Which  being  fast,  if  it  prove  big,t 
The  Gotham  folly  will  be  found 
Discreet,  ere  ta*en  she  '  must  be  drown'd. 
The  Tench,  physician  of  the  brook. 
In  yon  '  deaa  hole  expects  your  hook  ; 
Which  having  first  your  pastime  been. 
Serves  then*  for  meat  or  medicine.* 
Ambush'd  behind  that  root  doth  stay 
A  Pike,  to  catch,  and  be  a  prey. 
The  treacherous  quill  in  this  slow  stream  ' 
BetrajTS  the  hunger  of  a  Bream.* 
And  at'  that  nimble  ford,  no  doubt. 
Your  false  fly  cheats  a  speckled  *  Trout. 

VARIATIONS. 

»  name.— «//dSrV.  ■  AnA.— Ibid,  »  womt.^rhid. 

*  Emblems  of  skiU.—/3iV.  *  {ttd.—Ibid.  «  ot.^Ibid. 

\  VL^Jbid,  ^  ^  8  thM.—Ibu/.  »  nexL^/bid. 

*  Im  IbUowios  lines  here  occur  in  the  2d  edition,  but  are  omitted  in  all  ih« 

"  And  there  the  cunning  Carp  yon  may 
Beguile  with  pa.^te ;  if  you'll  but  stay. 
And  watch  in  time,  you'll  have  your  vrisb, 
For  paste  and  patience  catch  this  fish." 

*  These  two  lines  are  omitted  in  the  ad  edit.  *  in. — ad  edit. 

*  dappled.— /3ia: 

*  Snig,  a  term  more  generally  applied  to  the  small  nine-ejred  eel,  commonly  found 
''XNtt  the  apron  of  an  old  weir,  or  in  shallow  parts  of  the  river  Lee,  and  forms  the 
>Bnuement  of  sninling  to  youthful  Anslers. — Eu.  H. 

^["If  it  prove  big"  alludes  to  one  of  the  stories  told  of  the  Wise  Men  of  Gotham,  a 
^|cetious  penny  history  much  in  circulation  in  the  time  of  Walton.  It  is  there  related 
^  the  men  €^  Gotham,  upon  a  Good  Friday,  after  due  consultation,  collected  all  their 
^■^  herrings,  red  herrings,  sprats,  and  salt  fish,  and  cast  the  whole  into  a  pond,  in 
•Jjer  to  secure  a  sufficient  store  of  fish  for  the  next  Lent.  In  due  time  upon  dragging 
jjjpond,  there  was  found  only  a  very  large  eel,  and  ii  being  suspected  the  same  must, 
"7  the  size,  have  devoured  the  intended  stock,  it  was  concTudea  that  such  a  voracious 
jBooster  ought  to  be  destroyed,  and,  as  a  death-warrant,  it  was  determined  that  it  should 
■>c  pot  in  another  poiKl,  in  (Mrder  that  it  might  be  drowned— Eu.  H. 
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When  ^  you  these  creatures  wisely  choose 
To  practise  on,  which  to  your  use 
Owe  their  creation,  and  when 
Fish  from  your  arts  do  rescue  men,* 
To  plot,  delude,  and  circumvent, 
Ensnare,  and  spoil,  are  innocent 
Here  by  these  crystal  streams  you  may 
Preserve  a  conscience  clear  as  they  ; 
And  when  by  sullen  thoughts  you  End 
Your  harassed,  not  busied,  mind 
In  sable  melancholy  clad, 
Distempered,  serious,  turning  sad ; 
Hence  fetch  your  cure,  cast  in  your  bait, 
All  anxious  thoughts  and  cares  will  straight 
Fly  with  such  speed,  they'll '  seem  to  be 
Possest  with  the  hydrophoby. 
The  water's  calmness  *  in  your  breast. 
And  smoothness  on  your  brow,  shall  rest. 

Away  with  sports  of  charge  and  noise. 
And  give  me  cheap  and  silent  joys,' 
Such  as  Actseon's  game  pursue, 
Their  fate  oft  makes  the  tale  *  seem  true. 
The  sick  or  sullen  hawk,  to-day. 
Flies  not ;  to-morrow,  quite  away. 
Patience  and  purse  to  cards  and  dice 
Too  oft  are  made  a  sacrifice  : 
The  daughter's  dower,  th'  inheritance 
O'  th'  son,  depend  on  one  mad  chance. 
The  harms  and  mischiefs  which  th*  abuse' 
Of  wine  doth  every  day  produce. 
Make  good  the  doctrine  of  the  Turks, 
That  in  each  grape  a  devil  lurks. 
And  by  yon  *  fading  sapless  tree, 
'Bout  which  the  ivy  twm'd  you  see. 
His  fate's  foretold,  who  *  fondly  places 
His  bliss  in  woman's  soft  embraces. 
All  pleasures,  but  the  Angler's,  bring 
I*  the  tail  repentance,  like  a  sting. 

Then  on  these  banks*  let  me  sit*  down. 
Free  from  the  toilsome  sword  and  gown ; 
And  pity  those  that  do  '  affect 
To  conquer  nations  and  protect. 
My  reed  affords  such  true  *  content. 
Delights  so  sweet  and  *  innocent, 

VARIATIOKS. 

•  Whilst. — id  edit  •  You  fishes  choose  to  rescue  men. — Tbid, 
7  you'll. — I  hid,  8  Then  this  stream's  calmness. — Ibid. 

*  And  give  me  cheap  and  quiet  joys. — Ibid.    Sweeter  are  cheap  aud  silent  Joys." 
yi  edit.  ^  oft  makes  that  fable  true.— 341/  edit. 

'  This,  and  the  fotur  following  lines  first  appeared  in  the  yd  edit. 

«  that— «i/e</«/.  *  that.— /*/</.  »  this  bank,— /^lai  «  lie,— /*/W. 

-^  shalL-->/^iV/.  8  affords  me  such  content- /^/<^.  •  so.— Ibid. 
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As  seldom  fall  unto  *  the  lot 

Of  sceptres,  though  they're  justly  got. 

1649.  Tho.  Weaver,  Mr,  of  Arts ^ 


TO  THE  READERS  OF  MY  MOST  INGENIOUS  FRIEND'S 
BOOK,  "THE  COMPLETE  ANGLER." 

He  that  both  knew  and  writ  the  Lives  of  men, 
Such  as  were  once,  but  must  not  be  again  ; 
Witness  his  matchless  Donne  and  Wotton,  by 
Whose  aid  he  could  their  speculations  try  : 

He  that  conversed  with  angels,  such  as  were 
Onldsworth  f  and  Featly,t  each  a  shining  star 
Showing  the  way  to  Bethlem ;  each  a  saint, 
Compared  to  whom  our  zealots,  now,  but  paint. 

He  that  our  pious  and  leam'd  Morley  §  knew. 
And  from  him  suck'd  wit  and  devotion  too. 

He  that  from  these  such  excellencies  fetched. 
That  he  could  tell  how  high  and  far  they  reach'd ; 
What  learning  this,  what  graces  th*  other  had ; 
And  in  what  several  dress  each  soul  was  clad. 

Reader,  this  He,  this  Fisherman,  comes  forth. 

And  in  these  Fisher's  weeds  would  shroud  his  worth. 

Now  his  mute  harp  is  on  a  willow  hung, 

With  which,  when  finely  touch'd,  and  fitly  strung. 

He  could  friends'  passions  for  these  times  allay. 

Or  chain  his  fellow- Anglers  from  their  prey. 

But  now  the  music  of  his  pen  is  still. 

And  he  sits  by  a  brook,  watching  a  quill : 

Variation.]    1  As  falls  but  seldom  to  the  \ot,-~9dedU. 

*  The  son  of  Thomas  Wearer,  of  Worcester.  He  entered  of  Christ's  Church,  Oxford, 
io  1633,  hetng  then  seventeen  years  of  age,  and  took  his  Master's  decree  in  xo^ov  about 
which  time  be  was  made  one  of  the  Chaplains  or  petty  Canons  of  the  Cathedral.  Ha 
was  ejected  by  the  Parliament  in  1648,  when  "  he  shifted  from  place  to  place,  and  lived 
upon  his  wits."  After  the  Restoration,  he  was  made  an  exciseman  at  Liverpool,  and 
was  cmnmonly  called  "Captain  Weaver;**  but  " pro«iecuting  too  much  the  crimes  of 
poeti»'*  he  died  at  Liverpool  on  the  3d  of  January  1662-3.  His  works  are  SoHg$  and 
Ptems  ofLovet  1654 ;  Choice  Drollery^  with  Sonus  and  Sonntts^  1656.  Wood's  A  then, 
OxoH.f  by  Bliss,  yoI.  iii.  p.  623.  No  date  occurs  to  the  verses  in  tte  text  in  any  cariier 
edition  than  the  fifth. 

t  Dr  Richard  Holdsworth.  See  an  account  of  him  in  the  Fat/i  Oxom.f  by  Bliss,  p. 
376;  and  in  Ward's  Lives  o/the  Greskam  Professors. — H. 

.  t  Dr  Daniel  Faircloogh,  alias  Featly,  about  whom  see  A  then,  Oxoh.^  by  Bliss,  vol. 
m.  p.  156.— H. 

.  I  Said  by  Hawkins  to  have  been  Dr  George  Moriey,  who  became  Bishop  of  Worcester 
<n  1660 ;  was  translated  to  Winchester  in  1663  ;  and  died  in  1684,  to  whom  Walton  dedi- 
^ted  his  Life  of  Hooker.  A  Life  of  this  prelate  will  be  found  in  Wood's  Aiken,  Oxon., 
by  BGss,  vol  ir.  p.  149.  The  only  thing  which  renders  it  doubtful  whether  Bishop 
Morley  was  alluded  to,  is  that  it  would  seem,  from  the  manner  in  which  the  person  is 
meotiooed,  that  he  was  not  then,  i.e.,  in  2650,  living. 
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4  COMMENDATORY  VERSES. 

Where  with  a  fixt  eye,  and  a  ready  hand. 

He  studies  first  to  hook,  and  then  to  land 

Some  Trout,  or  Perch,  or  Pike  ;  and  having  done, 

Sits  on  a  bank,  and  telb  how  this  was  won. 

And  that  escaped  his  hook,  which  with  a  wile 

Did  eat  the  bait,  and  Fisherman  beguile. 

Thus,  whilst  some  vex  they  from  their  lands  are  thrown, 

He  joys  to  think  the  waters  are  his  own ; 

And  like  the  Dutch,  he  gladly  can  agree 

To  live  at  peace  now,  and  have  fishing  free. 

Aprils,  i65o*  Edw.  Powkl,  Mr,  o/Atis.i 


TO  MY  DEAR  BROTHER-IN-LAW,?  MR  IZ.  WALTON, 
ON  HIS  "COMPLETE  ANGLER." 

This  book  is  so  like  you,  and  you  like  it. 
For  harmless  mirth,  expression,  art,  and  wit, 
That  I  protest  ingenuously,  'tis  true, 
I  love  this  mirth,  art,  wit,  the  book,  and  you. 

Rob.  Floud,  C4 


TO  HIS  INGENIOUS  FRIEND,  MR  IZAAK  WALTON, 
ON  HIS  "COMPLETE  ANGLER." !• 

Since  'tis  become  a  common  fate,  that  we 
Must  in  this  world  or  Fish  or  Fishers  be ; 
And  all  neutrality  herein's  denied, 
'Tis  not  my  fault  that  I  am  not  supplied 
With  those  three  grand  essentials  of  your  Art, 
Luck,  skill,  and  patience  :  for  I  have  a  heart 
That's  as  inclinable  as  others  be, 
Whose  fortune  imps  their  ingenuity. 

*  The  date  does  not  occur  in  the  second  edition. 

t  Probably  the  Edward  Powel  "of  the  borough  of  Sufford, *Ministcr,*'  whose  son 
Charles  took  his  degree  of  B.  A.  in  x666,  became  Rector  of  Cheddington,  and  was  the 
Author  of  TktRelistotu  Rebel.  Wood's  Fasti  Oxon,,  by  Bliss,  vol.  ii.  p.  aSo.  An  "  £d. 
Powel,"  and  most  Rkely  the  same  person,  addressed  some  Complimentary  Verses  to  his 
'*  very  worthy  and  most  ingenious  friend,  Mr  James  Shirley,  which  are  prefixed  to 
Shirley t  Poems,  8vo,  1646. 

X  Thus  in  the  second^  but  the  words  '*  in-law**  are  omitted  in  the  third  and  subsequent 
editions. 

I  Elder  brother  of  John  Floud,  M.A.,  before  mentioned,  and  brother  of  Walton's  first 
wife.    %t.fi  Life  of  WtUton. 

I  These  verses  occur  in  the  second  edition  only.  For  what  reason  Walton  omitted 
them  in  the  three  subsequent  impressions,  which  were  published  in  his  lifetime,  it  is  not 
e^isy  to  guess,  unless  it  was  because  he  thought  slightingly  of  their  merits.  That  it  was 
not  from  a  quarrel  with  the  author  is  certain,  from  his  having  addressed  "An  humble 
Eclogue'*  to  him  as  late  as  May  1660^  in  which  Walton  odls  him  his  "ingenious 
friend.** 
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But  then  what  make  I  here,  to  write  of  that, 
I*in  unskillM  m,  and  talk  I  know  not  what  ? 
And  that  in  verse  too  ?    'Tis  an  itch  we've  got, 
We  must  be  scribbling  whether  leam*d  or  not. 
Nay,  here's  some  reason  for't ;  the  form  we  see 
Clabbing  with  matter,  makes  a  thing  to  be. 
And  trains  of  livery*d  servitors,  we  know, 
Makes  not  a  prince,  but  signifies  he*s  so. 
Ciphers  to  figures  ioin'd,  make  sums  ;  and  we 
Make  something.  Friend,  when  we  are  join'd  to  thee. 

Yet  I  shall  hardly  praise,  or  like  thy  skill ; 
For  we're  all  prone  enough  to  catch  and  kill ; 
Thou  need'st  not  make  an  art  on't :  they  that  are 
Once  listed  in  the  new  saint's  calendar, 
Do't  as  they  pray  and  preach  by  inspiration ; 
No  heathen  niles,  or  old  premeditation. 
Nor  antichristian  acts ;  who  reads  our  story, 
Will  find  we  do't  without  thy  directory. 

But  when  I  think  with  wliat  a  pleasing  art 
Thou  dost  thy  rules  both  practise  and  impart, 
I  am  delighted  too,  as  well  as  taught ; 
And  fishes  leap  for  yoy  when  they  are  caught : 
I  could  unman  myself,  and  wish  to  be 
A  fish,  so  that  I  might  be  took  by  thee. 
Blest  then  are  thy  companions,  who  with  thee 
Participate  of  such  felicity. 
Such  undisturb'd,  such  dangerless  deli|rht. 
That  does  at  once  both  satiate  and  invite. 
Whence  more  safe  joy,  more  true  contentment  springs 
Than  from  the  courts  of  those  ray  pageants,  kings 
Or  great  king-riders,  who  still  hurried  are 
With  those  grand  tyrants,  business  and  care  ; 
And  fiing  upon  base  acts,  and  filthy  vice, 
Spurr'd  on  oy  ambition  and  by  avarice. 

Whilst  by  some  gliding  river  thou  sit*st  down, 
Thy  mind's  thy  kingdom,  and  content's  thy  crown, 
Conversing  with  the  silent  fish,  and  when 
Thou'rt  kiUin^  them,  thou  think'st  of  once  dead  men ; 
And  from  obhvion  and  the  grave  set'st  free 
Names,  whom  thou  robest  with  immortaUty. 
For  he  that  reads  thy  Wotton  and  thy  Donne 
Can't  but  believe  a  resurrection  ; 
And  spite  of  envy,  this  encomium  give, 
By  Thee  fish  die ;  by  Thee  dead  friends  revive. 

Alex.  Brome.* 

yOy  «f  the  tweWe  adopted  tons  of  Ben  Jonson,  and  the  author  of  Th*  Ctmninf^ 
jfT^  «  Troitdyt  1654 ;  S<mgs,  and  other  Potmi,  1664 ;  and  Cotfent  GanUn  Drollery f 
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l6  LA  UDA  TO  RUM  CARMINA, 


CLARISSIMO  AMICISSIMOQUE  FRATRI,  DOMINO  ISAACO 
WALTON,  ARTIS  PISCATORIiE  PERITISSIMO. 

UNicus.est  medicus  reliquorum  piscis,  et  istis, 
Fas  quibos  est  medicum  tangere,  certa  salos. 

Hie  typus  est  Salvatoris  mirandus  Jesu, 
^  Litera  tnysterium  quselibet  hujus  habet 

Hunc  cupio,  htinc  capias  (bone  frater  arundinis),  lx^(nr : 

'  Solveret  hie  pro  me  debita,  teque  Deo. 
Piscis  is  est,  et  piscator,  mihi  credito,  qaalem 

Vel  piscatorem  piscis  amare  velit 

1  ixers,        PISCIS. 

1  'Iiyo-oOj,  Jfsus, 

X  Hpurrbi  Christus. 

G  GeoO,  Dei. 

T  Ti^f,  FUius. 

2  ZoH^p,  Saivator. 

*  Matt  xvil  27,  the  last  words  of  the  chapter. 

Henry  Bayley,  Artium  Maglsta-,^ 


AD   VIRUM  OPTIMUM,  ET  PISCATOREM  PERITISSIMUM, 
ISAACUM  WALTONUM.t 

Magistkr  artis  doctft  Piscatoriae, 
Waltone,  salve  1  magne  dux  arandinis, 
Seu  tu  reduct^  valle  solus  ambuias, 
Prseterfluentes  interim  observans  aquas, 
Seu  fort^  pun  stans  in  amnis  margine, 
Sive  in  tenaci  gramine  et  rip&  sedens, 
Fallis  perit&  squameum  pecus  manu ; 
O  te  beatum !  qui  procul  negotiia, 
Forique  et  urbis  ptdvere  et  strepitu  carens, 
Extraque  turbam,  ad  lene  manantes  aquas 
Vagos  honest^  fraude  pisces  decipis. 
Dum  caetera  ergo  pcn^  gens  mortalium 
Aut  retia  invicem  sibi  et  technas  struunt, 
Donis,  ut  hamo,  aut  divites  captant  senes ; 
Gregi  natantfim  tu  interim  nectis  dolos, 
Voracem  inescas  advenam  hamo  lucium, 

♦  Henry  Bagley  in  the  second^  thirds  and  fourth  editions.    A  Henry  Bagley  was 
minister  of  the  Savoy  from  1633  to  1625. — H. 
t  These  verses  occur  for  the  first  time  in  t\it  Ji/tk  edition. 
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ATidimYe  percam  panmlo  albnino  capis. 

Ant  Tenne  ruiTo,  musculi  aat  tnittam  leri, 

Canti&mTe  cyprinum,  et  fer^  indodlem  capi 

Calam6qiie  lm6que  (ars  at  hunc  saperat  tua) ; 

Medidmive  tmcam,  gobium  ant  esdl  tiuhis, 

Giatum  palato  gobinin,  parvum  licet ; 

Prsedimve,  non  sequ^  salubrem  barbnlum, 

£tsi  ampliorem,  et  mystace  insignem  gravi. 

Hae  sunt  tibi  artes,  dam  annus  et  tempus  sinunt, 

£t  nulla  transit  absaue  linea  dies. 

Nee  sola  praxis,  sea  theoria  et  tibi 

Nota  artis  hujus ;  unde  tu  simul  bonus 

Piscator,  idem  et  Scriptor ;  et  calami  potens 

Utriusque,  necdum  et  ictus,  et  tamen  sapis. 

Ut  hamiotam  nemi>e  tironem  instruas, 

Stylo  eleganti  scribis  en  Halieutica 

Oppianus  alter,  artis  et  methodum  tuae,  et 

Prsecepta  promts  rit^  piscatoria, 

Varias  et  escas  piscium,  indolem,  et  genus. 

Nee  tradere  artem  sat  putas  piscariam 

(Virtutis  est  hsc  et  tamen  <|usedam  schola 

Patientiimque  et  temperantiam  docet) ; 

Documenta  quin  majora  das,  et  r^;ulas 

Sublimioris  artis,  et  perennia 

Monimenta  morum,  vitae  et  exempla  optima ; 

Dum  tu  profimdum  scribis  Hookerum  et  pium 

DoNNUic  ac  disertum ;  sanctum  et  Herbertum,  sacrum 

Vatem :  hos  videmus  nam  penicillo  tuo 

Graphic^,  et  peritd,  Isace,  depictos  manu. 

Post  fata  factos  hosce  per  te  Virbios. 

O  quae  voluptas  est  legere  in  scrif^tis  tuisl 

Sic  tu  libris  nos,  lineis  pisces  capis, 

Mnsisque  litterisque  dum  incumbis,  licet 

Intentus  hamo,  interqne  piscandum  studes.* 


AD  ISAACUM  WALTONUM,  VIRUM  ET  PISCATOREM 
OPTIMUM.t 

IsACB,  macte  hac  arte  piscatorift ; 
Hac  arte  Petrus  principi  censum  dedit ; 
Hac  arte  princeps,  nee  Petro  mult6  prior, 
Tranquillus  ille,  teste  Tranquillo,:^  pater 
Patriae,  solebat  recreare  se  lubois 

*  BvDrJametDnport.    See  next  pas;e. 

t  These  vtx*t%  occur  for  the  first  time  in  Ubit  fifth  edition. 

I  Le.,  Suetonius  TcanquiUus. 
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Augustus,  hamo  instructus  ac  arundine. 
Tu  nunc,  Amice,  proximum  dari  es  decus 
Post  Csesarem  hami,  gentis  ac  Halieuticse  : 
Euge,  O  professor,  artis  baud  inglorise. 
Doctor  cathedrae,  praelegens  Piscariam ! 
Nse  tu  Magister,  et  ego  discipulus  tuus 
(Nam  candidatum  et  me  ferunt  arundinis\ 
Socium  hac  in  arte  nobilem  nacti  sumus. 
Quid  amplius,  Waltone,  nam  did  potest? 
Ipse  hamiota  Dominus  en  orbis  fuit 

Jaco.  Dup.  D.D.* 


*  James  Duport,  S.  T.  P.  Master  of  Magdalen  College,  Cambridge,  in  166S,  and 


died  about  1679.— Fuffer's.  CkurvA  History^  B.  x.  p.  46.  Walton,  in  his  Life  of  Herbert. 
says  that  Dr  Duport  had  collected  and  published  Herbert's  Poems.  In  a  coilectioo  of 
Latin  Poems,  by  Dean  Duoort,  entitled  Muta  Suhttcivay  printed  in  9ro,  1676,  tbe 
verses  in  the  tejrt,  those  in  the  preceding  page,  and  some  on  Walton's  Li/f  §fHtrhtrt, 
will  be  found,  pp.  loi,  xi8.  ^71.  A  short  account  o£  this  person  is  given  by  fitfbop 
KenneU  in  the  Lansdowne  MbS.  986  and  987. 
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A  CONFERENCE  BETWIXT  AN  ANGLER,  A  FALCONER, 

AND  A  HUNTER,  EACH  COMMENDING 

HIS  RECREATION. 


CHAPTER    I. 

PISCATOR,   VENATOR,   AUCEPS.* 

*  piSCATOIL     You  are  well  overtaken,  Gentlemen  I    A  good 
-t       morning  to  you  both !    I  have  stretched  my  legs  up  Tot- 
tenham Hill  to  overtake  you,  hoping  your  business  may  occasion 

▼ASIATION. 

[  Whtnnot  otherwise  marked  all  the  variations  are  in  the  first  edition,  1653.  in 
wkick  the  dialogue  is  between  twopersons,  namely,  Piscator  and  Viator \ 

'  Piscator.  Yoa  art  wdl  overtaken.  Sir :  a  good  morning  to  you :  I  have  stretched 
■T  legs  npToCnam  Hill  to  overtake  vocl  hoping  your  business  may  ocosion  you  towards 
Wareb  tins  fine  pleasant  fresh  Bfay<iay  in  the  morning. 

*  There  »  so  striking  a  resemblance  between  the  commencement  of  theyfrv/  edition 
of  "The  Complete  Angler,**  and  the  opening  of  **  A  Treatise  of  the  Nature  of  God," 
taoso,  1599b  that  it  is  almost  certain  it  was  the  model  of  Walton's  woric.  The  convert 
sation  in  that  Treatise  is  between  a  *' Gentleman "  and  a  "Scholar,"  and  commences 
Ikns:— 

*'  Cent,    Wen  overtaken.  Sir  I 

ScMar.    You  are  welcome,  Gentleman  I 

Csnt.  No  great  gentleman.  Sir ;  but  one  that  wisheth  well  to  all  that  mean  well.  I 
pray  you,  how  far  do  you  travel  this  way  7 

SeMMr,    AsiarasYork. 

Cm/.    I  should  be  glad,  if  I  might  have  yotir  company  thither. 

Sckslar,  And  I,  if  my  company  might  stand  vou  in  any  stead  ;  but  howsoever  it  be, 
yon  may  command  it ;  uid,  by  vouchsafing  me  tne  benefit  of  your  company,  make  me 
■och  beholden  to  yon,"  ftc. 

^Ifany  other  parts  of  the  Treatise  appear  to  have  been  imitated  both  by  Walton  and 
GoctoiL 
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you  towards  Ware,  whidier  I  am  goi^g  this  fine  fresh  May  mom- 
ing. 

'Venator.  Sir,  I,  for  mj  pait,  shall  almost  answer  yocur 
hopes ;  for  my  purpose  b  to  drink  my  morning's  draught  at  tlie 
Thatched  House  in  Hoddesden;  and  I  think  not  to  rest  till 
I  come  thither,  where  I  have  ^ipointed  a  friend  or  two  to  meet  me  : 
but  ix  this  gentleman  that  you  see  with  me,  I  know  not  how  £u- 
he  intends  his  journey ;  he  came  so  lately  into  my  company,  that 
I  have  scarce  had  time  to  ask  him  the  question. 

AUCEPS.  Sir,  I  shall  by  your  favour  bear  you  company  as  fu- 
as  Theobalds,  and  there  leave  you  ;  for  then  I  turn  up  to  a 
friend's  house,  who  mews  a  Hawk  for  me,*  which  I  now  long  to 
see. 

Venator.  Sir,  we  are  all  so  happy  as  to  have  a  fine,  fr^esh, 
cool  morning ;  and  I  hope  we  shall  each  be  the  happier  in  the 
others'  company.  And,  Gendemen,  that  I  may  not  lose  yours,  I 
shall  either  abate  or  amend  my  pace  to  enjoy  it,  knowing  that,  as 
the  Italians  say,  ''  Good  company  in  a  journey  makes  the  way  to 
seem  the  shorter."  f 

AucEPS.  It  may  do,  Sir,  with  the  help  of  good  discourse,  which, 
methinks,  we  may  promise  from  you,  that  both  look  and  speak  so 
cheerfully :  and  for  my  part,  I  promise  you,  as  an  invitation  to  it, 
that  I  will  be  as  free  and  open  hearted  as  discretion  will  allow  me 
to  be  with  strangers. 

Venator.  And,  Sir,  I  promise  the  Uke. 

PiSCATOR.  I  am  right  glad  to  hear  your  answers ;  and,  in  con* 
fidence  you  speak  the  truth,  I  shall  put  on  a  boldness  to  ask  you. 
Sir,  whether  business  or  pleasure  caused  you  to  be  so  early  up, 
and  walk  so  frist  ?  for  this  other  gentleman  hath  declared  he  is 
going  to  see  a  hawk,  that  a  friend  mews  for  him. 


■  Viaior.  Sir,  I  shall  almost  answer  your  hopes:  for  my  purpose  Is  to  be  at 
Hoddesden,  three  miles  short  of  that  town,  I  will  not  say,  before  1  drink,  but  before  I 
ureak  my  fast :  for  I  have  appointed  a  friend  or  two  to  meet  me  there  at  the  Thatched 
House,  about  nine  of  the  clock  this  morning ;  and  that  made  me  so  early  upi  and  in- 
deed,  to  walk  so  fast. 

PUcator.  Sir,  I  know  the  Thatched  House  very  well :  I  often  make  it  my  resting- 
place,  and  tatte  a  cup  of  ale  there,  for  which  liquor  that  place  is  very  remarkable :  and 
to  that  house  I  shall,  by  jrour  favour,  accompany  you.  and  either  abate  of  my  pace  or 
mend  it,  to  enjoy  such  a  companion  as  you  seem  to  bey  Knowing  that,  as  the  Italians  sayi 
Good  company  makes  the  way  seem  the  shorter. 

•  "  Mew  is  that  place,  whether  it  be  abroad  or  in  the  house,  where  you  set  down  your 
Hawk,  during  the  time  that  she  raiseth  her  feathers."— ^/Aam. 
t  Compagno  allegro  per  camino  ti  serve  per  roncino. 
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'Venator.  Sir,  mine  is  a  mixture  of  both,  a  little  business 
and  more  pleasure ;  for  I  intend  this  day  to  do  all  my  business, 
and  then  bestow  another  day  or  two  in  hunting  the  Otter,  whidi 
a  Mend,  that  I  go  to  meet,  tells  me  b  much  pleasanter  than  any 
other  chase  whatsoever :  howsoever,  I  mean  to  try  it ;  for  to-mor- 
row morning  we  shall  meet  a  pack  oi  Otter-dogs  of  noble  Mr 
Sadler's,*  upon  Amwell  Hill,  who  will  be  there  so  early,  that  they 
intend  to  prevent  the  sunrisii^. 

PiscATOR.  Sir,  my  fortune  has  answered  my  desires,  and  my 
purpose  is  to  bestow  a  day  or  two  in  helping  to  destroy  some  of 
those  villanous  vermin  :  for  I  hate  them  perfectly,  because  they 
bve  fish  so  well,  or  rather,  because  they  destroy  so  much ;  indeed 
so  much,  that,  in  my  judgment  all  men  that  keep  Otter-d(^  ought 
to  have  pensions  from  the  King,*  to  encourage  them  to  destroy 
the  very  breed  of  those  base  Otters,  they  do  so  much  mischiel 

Vekator.  But  what  say  you  to  the  Foxes  of  the  Nation, 
*ould  not  you  as  willingly  have  them  destroyed  ?  for  doubtless 
they  do  as  much  mischief  as  Otters  do. 

Piscator.  Oh,  Sir,  if  they  do,  it  is  not  so  much  to  me  and 
niy  fraternity,  as  those  base  vermin  the  Otters  do. 

AucEPS.     Why,  Sir,   I  pray,  of  what  fraternity  are  you,  that 
you  are  so  angry  with  the  poor  Otters  ? 
•Piscator.     I  am.  Sir,  a  Brother  of  the  Angle,  and  therefore 

▼AKIATIONS. 

•  ^ii/tfr.  Indeed,  Sir,  a  little  business,  and  more  pleasure :  for  my  purpose  u  to 
Pcstow  a  day  or  two  in  hundo^  the  Otter,  which  my  friend  that  I  go  to  meet  tells  me 
B  more  pleasant  than  any  huntmg  whatsoever :  and  haTing  despatched  a  little  business 

Otis  day,  my  purpose  is  to-morrow  to  follow  the  jack  of  dogs  of  honest  Mr y 

*ho  bath  appointed  me  and  my  friend  to  meet  him  upon  .^well  Hill  to-morrow 
■wraing  by  daybreak. 

;  Commonwealth. —\st  and  9d  edit, 

^  Pucator.  I  am  a  Brother  of  the  Anrie,  and  therefore  an  enemy  to  the  Otter,  he 
^oes  me  and  my  friends  so  mudi  mischia ;  for  you  are  to  know,  that  we  Anglers  all 
'^^  one  another :  and  therefore  do  I  hate  the  Otter  perfectly,  even  for  their  saket  that 
«re  of  my  brotherhood. 

yiaior.  Sir,  to  be  plain  with  you,  I  am  sorry  you  are  an  Angler :  for  I  have  heard 
^"^7  V^'^t  serious  men  pity,  and  many  pleasant  men  scoff  at  Anglers. 

Ptscmtcr.    Sir,  there  are  many  men  that  are  by  others  taken  to  be  serious,  grave  men, 

*  R^h  Sadler,  of  Standon,  in  the  county  of  Herts,  Esq.,  whose  name  is  lefk 
"Xuc  in  the  /irsi  edition^  was  the  son  and  heir  of  Sir  Thomas  Sadler,  Knight,  eldest 
Mm  of  the  celebrated  Sir  Ralph  Sadler,  Knight  Banneret  in  the  reigns  of  Henry  the 
ughth  and  Queen  Elizabeth.  He  succeeded  to  the  estate  at  Standon,  a  few  miles  from 
^weU,  in  z6o6 ;  married  Anne,  the  eklest  daughter  of  Sir  Edward  Coke,  the  Chief 
Jfiroce ;  but  died  without  issue  before  Pebmarv  x66a  Sir  Henry  Chauncy,  describing 
^  property,  says  that  *'  he  delighted  much  in  Hawking  and  Huntinib  auad  the  pleasures 
<^  country  life ;  was  famous  for  his  noble  table,  his  great  hospitality  to  his  neighbours, 
^  his  abundant  charity  to  the  poor :  and  after  he  had  lived  to  a  great  age,  died  on  the 
y^S^  ^^7  ^  February  2660,  wnthout  issue ;  whereupon  this  manor  descended  to  Walter 
^lOm  Aston,  the  son  and  heir  of  Gertrude  hli  %\sXtt.  -'Antiq.  of  Hertf.  pw  2x9  h,  Sm 
^^tVt  SadUr  Papers,  vol  iL  p.  604,  and  ClutUHmcfft  Hertt,  voL  iii.  pw  eag.— H. 
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an  enemy  to  the  Otter  :  for  you  are  to  note,  that  we  Anglers  all 
love  one  another,  and  therefore  do  I  hate  the  Otter  •  both  for  my 
own,  and  their  sakes  who  are  of  my  brotherhood. 

Venator.  And  I  am  a  lover  of  Hounds ;  I  have  followed 
many  a  pack  of  dogs  many  a  mile,  and  heard  many  merry 
Huntsmen  '  make  sport  and  scoff  at  Anglers. 

AucEPS.  And  I  profess,  myself  a  Falconer,  and  have  heard 
many  grave,  serious  men  pity  them,  it  is  such  a  heavy^  contempt- 
ible, dull  recreation. 

•  PiSCATOR.  You  know.  Gentlemen,  it  is  an  easy  thing  to  scoff 
at  any  art  or  recreation ;  a  little  wit  mixed  with  ill-nature,  confi- 
dence, and  malice,  will  do  it ;  but  though  they  often  venture  boldly, 
yet  they  are  often  caught,  even  in  their  own  trap,  according  to 
that  of  Lucian,  the  father  of  the  family  of  Scoffers  : — 

Lucian,  well  skill'd  in  scoffin^i  this  hath  wri^ 
Friend,  dia^t  your  folfy*  which  you  think  your  wit : 
This  ]rou  vent  o/t,  void  both  of  wit  and  fear. 
Meaning  another,  when  yourself  you  jeer.* 

•If  to  tills  you. add  what  Solomon t  says  of  Scoffers^  that  they 

VASIATIONS. 

which  we  contemn  and  pity ;  men  of  sour  complexions ;  money-getting  men.  that  spend 
all  their  time,  first  in  gettmg,  and  next  in  annous  care  to  keep  it :  men  that  are  con- 
demned to  be  rich,  and  alw^»  discontented,  or  busy.  For  these  poor  rich  men,  we 
Anglers  pity  them;  and  stand  in  no' need  to  borrow  their  thoughts  to  think  ourselves 
happy :  for,  trust  me,  Sir,  we  enjoy  a  contentedness  above  the  reach  of  such  di^>osi- 
lions. 

*  the  Otter  perfectly,  even  for  their  sakes.— xf/  edit,    the  Otter,  even. — 9d  edit, 
f  many  men. — adf.  ylt  and  ^th  edit. 

s  But  if  this  satisfy  not,  I  pray  bid  the  Scoffer  put  this  epigram  into  his  pocket,  and 
read  it  every  morning  for  his  breakfast,'  for  I  wish  him  no  better ;  he  shall  find  it  fixed 
before  the  Dialogues  of  Lucian,  who  mav  be  Justly  accounted  the  father  of  the  family  of 
all  Scoffers :  ana  though  I  owe  none  of  that  fraternity  so  much  as  good  will,  yet  I  have 
taken  a  little  pleasant  pains  to  make  such  a  c<Miversion  of  it  as  may  make  it  the  fitter 
for  all  of  that  fraternity. 

Ludan,  well  skilled  in  scoffing,  this  hath  writ*  etc: 

>  But  oo  more  of  the  Scoffer ;  for  since  Solomon  says,  he  b  an  abomiiuitioa  to  men, 
he  shall  be  so  to  me ;  and;  I  think,  to  all  that  love  Virtue  and  Angling. 

*  As  might  be  inferred  from  the  conclusion  of  the  paragraph  which  precedes  these 
verses  in  vct^  first  edition,  they  were  slightly  altered  by  Walton  from  the  original,  which 
occurs  in  "  Certain  Select  Dialogues  of  Lucian,  together  with  his  true  History,  trans- 
lated  from  the  Greek  into  English,  by  Mr  Francis  Hickes."  Oxford,  x6|4,  4to.  That 
work  was  published  by  the  son  of  the  author,  Thomas  Hickes,  M.A;  and  at  the  end  of 
an  address  "  to  the  honest  and  judicious  reader "  is  the  epigram  in  question,  in  Greek 
and  English,  and  signed  *'  T.  H.^ 

"  Ludan.  well  skilFd  in  old  toyes,  this  hath  writ ; 
For  all's  but  folly  that  men  thinke  is  wit ;    • 
No  settled  judgement  doth  in  men  appear ; 
But  thou  admirest  that  which  others  Jeer." 
That  Walton  has  much  improved  on  the  original  is  obvious. — ^T. 

t  Proverbs  xxiv.  9,  '*The  thought  of  foolishness  is  sin ;  and  the  scoraer  if  an  abom* 
inalion  to  men." 
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are  an  abomination  to  mankind,  let  him  that  thinks  fit  scofT  on, 
and  be  a  Scoffer  still ;  but  I  account  them  enemies  to  me  and  all 
that  love  Virtue  and  Angling. 

And  for  you  that  have  heard  many  grave,  serious  men  pity 
Anglers  ;  let  ^  me  tell  you,  Sir,  there  be  many  men  that  are  by 
others  taken  to  be  serious  and  grave  men,  whom  we  contemn  and 
pity.  Men  that  are  taken  to  be  grave,  because  nature  hath  made 
them  of  a  sour  complexion ;  money-getting  men,  men  that  spend 
al^  their  time,  first  in  getting,  and  next,  in  anxious  care  to  keep 
it ;  men  that  are  condemned  to  be  rich,  and  then  always  busy  or 
discontented  :  for  these  poor  rich  men,  we  Anglers  pity  them  per- 
fectly, and  stand  in  no  need  to  borrow  their  thoughts  to  think  our- 
selves so  happy,  No,  no,  Sir,  we  enjoy  a  contentedness  above 
the  reach  of  such  dispositions,  and  as  the  learned  and  ingenuous 
M  ontaigne*  says,  like  himself,  freely,  **  When  my  Cat  and  I 
entertain  each  other  with  mutual  apish  tricks,  as  playing  with  a'' 
garter,  who  knows  but  that  I  make  my  Cat  more  sport  than  she 
makes  me  ?  Shall  I  conclude  her  to  be  simple,  that  has  her  time 
to  begin  or  refuse,  to  play  as  freely  as  I  myself  have  ?  Nay,  wh6 
knows  but  that  it  is  a  defect  of  my  not  tmderstanding  her  language, 
for  doubtless  Cats  talk  and  reason  with  one  another,  that  we  agree 
no  better  :  and  who  knows  but  that  she  pities  me  for  being  no 
wiser  than  to  play  with  her,  and  laughs  ^  and  censures  my  folly, 
for  making  sport  for  her,  when  we  two  play  together  ?  " 

Thus  freely  speaks  Montaigne  concerning  Cats ;  and  I  hope  I 
may  take  as  great  a  liberty  to  blame  any  man,  and  laugh  at  him 
too,  let  him  be  never  so  grave,^  that  hath  not  heard  what  Anglers 
can  say  in  the  justification  of  their  Art  and  Recreation ;  which  I 
may  again  tell  you,  is  so  full  of  pleasure,  that  we  need  not  borrow 
their  thoughts,  to  think  ourselves  happy. 

VARIATIONS. 

1  And  as  for  any  scoflTer,  qui  mcckat  mockahitur.  Let  me  tell  you,  that  vou  may 
tell  him  what  the  witty  Frenchman  says  in  such  a  case :  '*  When  my  Cat  and  I  enter- 
tain each  other  with  mutual  apish  tricks,  as  playinff  with  a  garter,  who  knows  but  that 
1  make  her  more  sport  than  she  makes  me?  Shall  I  conclude  her  simple,  that  has  her 
tine  to  b«^n  or  refuse  sportiveness  as  freely  as  I  myself  have  ?  Nay,  who  knows  Uit 
^Stax.  oar  agreeing  no  better  is  the  defect  of  my  not  understanding  her  language  ?  for, 
doubtless.  Cats  talk  and  reason  with  one  another ;  and  that  she  laughs  at  and  censures 
ny  folly  for  making  her  sport,  and  pities  me  for  understanding  her  no  better  ?**  To  this 
pQipose  speaks  Montaigne  concerning  Cats ;  and  I  hope  I  may  take  as  great  a  liberty  to 
Name  any  Sooffer,  that  has  never  heard  what  an  Angler  can  say  in  juitificatioa  of  his 
Alt  and  Pleasure. 

'  than  to  play  wkh  her,  and  laughs. — OtnitUd  intkt  yi  tdition, 

*  seriotis. — UHtil  ^tk  edit. 

*  In  the  Apology  for  Raimottd*  dt  Sebcnd*. 
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Venator*  Sir,  you  have  almost  amazed  me ;  for  though  I  am 
no  ScofTer,  yet  I  have,  I  pray  let  me  speak  it  without  ofifencey 
always  looked  upon  Anglers,  as  more  patient,  and  more  simple 
men,  than  I  fear  I  shall  find  you  to  be. 

PISCATOR.  Sir,  I  hope  you  will  not  judge  my  earnestness  to 
be  impatience :  and  for  my  simplicity,  if  by  that  you  mean  & 
harmlessness,  or  that  simplicity  which  was  usually  found  in  the 
primitive  Christians,  who  were,  as  most  Anglers  are,  quiet  men, 
and  followers  of  peace ;  men  that  were  so  simply  wise,  as  not  to 
sell  their  consciences  to  buy  riches,  and  with  them  vexation  and  a 
fear  to  die ;  if  you  mean  such  simple  men  as  lived  in  those  times 
when  there  were  fewer  lawyers ;  when  men  might  have  had  a  lord- 
ship safely  conveyed  to  them  in  a  piece  of  parchment  no  bigger 
than  your  hand,  though  several  sheets  will  not  do  it  safely  in  this 
wiser  age ;  I  say,  Sir,  if  you  take  us  Anglers  to  be  such  simple 
men  as  I  have  spoke  of,  then  myself  and  those  of  my  profession 
will  be  glad  to  be  so  understood :  But  if  by  simplicity  you  meant 
to  express  a  general  defect  in  those  that  profess  and  practise  the 
excellent  Art  of  Angling,  I  hope  in  time  to  disabuse  you,  and  make 
the  contrary  appear  so  evidently,  that  if  you  will  but  have  patience 
to  hear  me,  I  shall  remove  all  the  anticipations  that  discourse/  or 
time,  or  prejudice,  have  possessed  you  with  against  that  laudable 
and  ancient  Art ;  for  I  know  it  is  worthy  the  knowledge  and 
practice  of  a  wise  man. 

But,  Gentlemen,  though  I  be  able  to  do  this,  I  am  not  so  un- 
mannerly as  to  engross  all  the  discourse  to  myself;  and  therefore^ 
you  two  having  declared  yourselves,  the  one  to  be  a  lover  of 
Hawks,  the  other  of  Hounds,  I  shall  be  most  glad  to  hear  what 
you  can  say  in  the  commendation  of  that  recreation  which  each  of 
you  love  and  practise ;  and  having  heard  what  you  can  say,  I 


^  Discotine  may  have  possessed  you  with,  i^K^nst  that  ancient  and  laudable  Art. 

Viator,  Why,  Sir»  is  Angling  of  antiquity,  and  an  Ax^  and  an  Art  not  eaail]r 
learned? 

Piscator.  Yes,  Sir ;  and  I  doubt  not  but  that  if  you  and  I  were  to  cooferae  together 
but  till  night,  I  should  leave  you  possessed  vrith  the  same  happy  thouf^ti  that  now 
possess  me ;  not  onlv  from  the  antiquity  of  it,  but  that  it  deserves  commendations ;  and 
that  it  is  an  Art,  and  worthy  the  knowledge  and  practice  of  a  wise  and  a  serious  man. 

Viator.  Sir,  I  pray  speak  of  them  what  you  shall  think  fit ;  for  we  have  yet  fiva 
miles  to  walk  before  we  shall  come  to  the  Thatched  House.  And,  Sir,  though  onr 
infirmities  are  many,  yet  I  dare  promise  yon,  that  both  my  i>atience  and  attention  wiu 
endure  to  hear  what  you  will  say  till  we  come  thither:  and  if  you  please  to  begin  in 
order  with  the  antiquity,  when  that  is  done  vou  shall  not  want  my  attention  to  the 
commendations  and  accommodations  of  it :  and  lastly,  if  you  shall  convince  me  that  it  is 
an  Art,  and  an  Art  worth  learning.  I  shall  beg  I  may  become  your  scholar,  both  to  wait 
upon  you,  and  be  instructed  in  the  Art  itself. 
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shall  be  glad  to  exercise  your  attention  with  what  I  can  say  con- 
cerning my  own  recreation  and  Art  of  Angling,  and  by  this  means 
we  shall  make  the  way  to  seem  the  shorter :  and  if  jrou  like  my 
motion,  I  would  have  Mr  Falconer  to  begin. 

AucEPS.  Your  motion  is  consented  to  with  all  my  heart ;  and 
to  testify  it,  I  will  begin  as  you  have  desired  me. 

And  first  for  the  Element  that  I  use  to  trade  in,  which  is  the 
Air,  an  element  of  more  worth  than  weight,  an  element  that  doubt- 
less exceeds  both  the  Earth  and  Water ;  for  though  I  sometimes 
deal  in  both,  yet  the  air  is  most  properly  mine,  I  and  my  Hawks  use 
that  most,  and  it  yields  us  most  recreation.  It  stops  not  the  high 
soaring  of  my  noble  generous  Falcon ;  in  it  she  ascends  to  such  a 
height,  as  the  dull  eyes  of  beasts  and  fish  are  not  able  to  reach  to ; 
their  bodies  are  too  gross  for  such  high  elevations  ;  in  the  Air  my 
troops  of  Hawks  soar  up  on  high,  and  when  they  are  lost  in  the 
sight  of  men,  then  they  attend  upon  and  converse  with  the  Gods ; 
therefore  I  think  my  Eagle  is  so  justly  styled  Jove's  servant  in  ordi- 
nary:  and  that  very  Falcon,  that  I  am  now  going  to  see,  deserves  no 
meaner  a  title,  for  she  usually  in  her  flight  endangers  herself  like 
the  son  of  Daedalus,  to  have  her  wings  scorched  by  the  sun's  heat, 
she  flies  so  near  it,  but  her  mettle  makes  her  careless  of  danger ; 
for  she  then  heeds  nothing,  but  makes  her  nimble  pinions  cut  the 
fluid  air,  and  so  makes  her  highway  over  the  steepest  mountains 
and  deepest  rivers,  and  in  her  glorious  career  looks  with  contempt 
upon  those  high  steeples  and  magnificent  palaces  which  we  ado|:e 
and  wonder  at ;  from  which  height,  I  can  make  her  to  descend 
by  a  word  firom  my  mouth,  which  she  both  knows  and  obeys,  to 
accept  of  meat  from  my  hand,  to  own  me  for  her  Master,  to  go 
home  with  me,  and  be  willing  the  next  day  to  afford  me  Uie  like 
recreation. 

And  more ;  this  element  of  mr  which  I  profess  to  trade  in,  the 
vorth  of  it  is  such,  and  it  is  of  such  necessity,  that  no  creature 
whatsoever — not  only  those  ntunerous  creatures  that  feed  on  the 
£ice  of  the  earth,  but  those  various  creatures  that  have  their  dwell- 
ii^  within  the  waters,  every  creature  that  hath  life  in  its  nostrils, 
stands  in  need  of  my  element  The  waters  cannot  preserve  the 
Fish  without  air,  witness  the  not  breaking  of  ice  in  an  extreme 
frost ;  the  reason  is,  for  that  if  the  inspiring  and  expiring  oi^gan 
of  any  animal  be  stopped,  it  suddenly  yields  to  natur^  and  dies. 
Thus  necessary  is  air,  to  the  existence  both  of  Fish  and  Beasts, 
nay,  even  to  Man  hiniself ;  that  air,  or  breath  of  life,  with  ^ich 
God  at  first  inspired  mankind,  he,  if  he  wants  it,  dies  presently, 
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becomes  a  sad  object  to  all  that  loved  and  beheld  him,  and  in  an 
instant  turns  to  putrefaction. 

Nay  more  ;  the  very  birds  of  the  air,  those  that  be  not  Hawks, 
are  both  so  many  and  so  useful  and  pleasant  to  mankind,  that  I 
must  not  let  them  pass  without  some  observations.  They  both 
feed  and  refresh  him ;  feed  him  with  their  choice  bodies,  and 
refresh  him  with  their  heavenly  voices  : — I  will  not  undertake  to 
mention  the  several  kinds  of  Fowl  by  which  this  is  done :  and  his 
curious  palate  pleased  by  day,  and  which  with  their  very  excre- 
ments afford  him  a  soft  lodging  at  night : — ^These  I  will  pass  by, 
but  not  those  little  nimble  musicians  of  the  air,  that  warble  forth 
their  curious  ditties  with  which  nature  hath  furnished  them  to  the 
shame  of  art. 

As  first  the  Lark,  when  she  means  to  rejoice,  to  cheer  herself 
and  those  that  hear  her ;  she  then  quits  the  earth,  and  sings  as 
she  ascends  higher  into  the  air,  and  having  ended  her  heavenly 
employment,  grows  then  mute,  and  sad,  to  think  she  must  descend 
to  the  dull  earth,  which  she  would  not  touch,  but  for  necessity. 

How  do  the  Blackbird  and  Thrassel  with  their  melodious  voices 
bid  welcome  to  the  cheerftil  Spring,  and  in  their  fixed  months 
warble  forth  such  ditties  as  no  art  or  instrument  can  reach  to  ! 

Nay,  the  smaller  birds  also  do  the  like  in  their  partictilar 
seasons,  as  namely  the  Laverock,  the  Tit-lark,  the  little  Linnet, 
and  the  honest  Robin  that  loves  mankind  both  alive  and  dead. 

But  the  Nightingale,  another  of  my  airy  creatures,  breathes  such 
sweet  loud  music  out  of  her  little  instrumental  throat,  that  it 
might  make  mankind  to  think  miracles  are  not  ceased.  He  that 
at  midnight,  when  the  very  labourer  sleeps  securely,  should  hear, 
as  I  have  very  often,  the  clear  airs,  the  sweet  descants,  the  natural 
rising  and  falling,  the  doubling  and  redoubling  of  her  voice,  might 
well  be  lifted  above  earth,  and  say,  "  Lord,  what  music  hast  thou 
provided  for  the  Saints  in  Heaven,  when  thou  affordest  bad  men 
such  music  on  Earth  I "  * 

And  this  makes  me  the  less  to  wonder  at  the  many  Aviaries  in 
Italy,  or  at  the  great  charge  of  Varro's  Aviary,  the  ruins  of  which 
are  yet  to  be  seen  in  Rome,  and  is  still  so  famous  there,  that  it  is 
reckoned  for  one  of  those  notables  which  men  of  foreign  nations 

*  This  passage  has  been  frequently  noticed  for  its  great  beauty.  Bishop  Home  has 
quoted  it  in  his  Commentary  on  the  Psalms,  in  consequence  of  its  natural  piety. 
Psalm  civ.  Dr  Drake  considers  that  the  description  of  the  Nightingale  surpasses  iSi 
that  the  poets  have  written  on  the  subject.  LU*ra$y  Hours,  No.  xxxiv. :  and  Headiey 
had  before  made  the  same  observation  in  his  Seltct  Beauties  qf  Ancient  English  Poetry: 
Notes,  voL  ii.  p.  167.— P. 
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either  record,  or  lay  up  in  their  memories  when  they  return  from 
trareL 

This  for  the  birds  of  pleasure,  of  which  very  much  more  might 
be  said.  My  next  shall  be  of  birds  of  political  use.  I  think  it  is 
not  to  be  doubted  that  Swallows  have  been  taught  to  carry  letters 
between  two  armies ;  but  'tis  certain  that  when  the  Turks  besieged 
Malta  or  Rhodes,  I  now  remember  not  which  it  was,  Pigeons  are 
then  related  to  carry  and  recarry  letters :  and  Mr  G.  Sandys,* 
in  his* "  Travels,**  relates  it  to  be  done  betwixt  Aleppo  and  Babylon. 
But  if  that  be  disbelieved,  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  the  Dove 
was  sent  out  of  the  ark  by  Noah,  to  give  him  notice  of  land,  when 
to  him  all  appeared  to  be  sea ;  and  the  Dove  proved  a  faithful 
and  comfortable  messenger.  And  for  the  sacrifices  of  the  law,  a 
pair  of  Turtle-doves,  or  young  Pigeons,  were  as  well  accepted  as 
costly  Bulls  and  Rams ;  and  when  God  would  feed  the  Prophet 
£lijah,f  after  a  kind  of  miraculous  manner,  he  did  it  by  Ravens, 
who  brought  him  meat  morning  and  evening.  Lastly,  the  Holy 
Ghost,  when  he  descended  visibly  upon  our  Saviour,  did  it  by 
assuming  the  shape  of  a  Dove4     ^^^>  ^^  conclude  thb  part  of 

*  Mr  George  Sandjrs,  a  very  pious,  learned*  and  accomplished  sentleman.  was  the 
youagest  son  of  Dr  Edwin  Sandys,  Archbishop  of  York.  He  published  his  Travels  to 
tktlfpfyLandt  Egy^tt  and  elsewhere,  in  folio,  16x5  ;  and  nuule  an  excellent  Paraphrase 
00  the  PuU$HSt  CoH/icUs,  and  £ccitsia*its,  in  verse;  and  also  translated  OpuC* 
MtUumr^kos**.  He  was  one  of  the  best  versifiers  of  that  age,  and  died  in  164a. — H. 
George  Sandys  was  bom  in  the  archiepiscopal  palace,  at  Bishops  l^orpe*  in  1577,  was 
entered  at  St  Mary's  Hall,  Oxford«  in  1588.  and  in  August  1610  commenced  hu  travels 
tbroogh  Europe  suid  Asia,  which  occupied  two  years.  His  Travels  have  been  often 
repratcd ;  and  besides  the  works  just  noticed,  he  was  the  author  of  Christ s  Possum^ 
a  tragedy,  translated  from  Grotius,  2610,  zamo ;  and  a  Paraphrase  oh  ths  Song  of 
SolomoH,  4to,  X64X.  He  died  in  1643 :  tne  following  passage  which  is  cited  in  the  text 
occms  in  his  "Relation  of  a  Journey,"  Z615,  fol.  p.  aog  — T. 

**  A  thing  usual  it  is  betweene  Tripoly  and  Aleppo,  as  betweene  Aleppo  and  Babylon, 
to  Bake  tame  Doves  the  speedy  transporters  of  their  Letters ;  which  they  wrap  about 
their  legs  like  jesses ;  trained  thereunto  at  such  time  as  they  have  yong  ones,  by 
bearing  them  from  them  in  open  caees.  A  fowle  of  a  notable  memory.  Nor  is  it  a 
aoodeme  invention.  ^  For  we  reade  that  Thaurosthones,  by  a  pigeon  stained  with  purple, 
nve  notice  of  his  victory  at  the  Olimpian  games  the  selfe  Mune  day  to  his  father  in 
%gina.  By  which  meanes  also  the  Consul  Hircus  held  intelligence  with  Dedmus 
firatus  besieged  in  Mutina.    The  like  perhaps  is  meant  by  the  Poet*  when  he  saith 

'  Tan(iuam  e  diversis  partibus  Orbis 
Anxia  prscipiti  venisset  Epistola  prima.'— ^wv.  Sai,  ^»c» 

As  if  from  parts  removed  farre,  from  some 
A  wofuU  Letter  swiftly  wing'd  should  come. 

Wha  the  Christiana  besieged  Acre,  Saladine  sent. out  one  of  these  winged  scouts  to 
confinne  the  courages  of  the  besieged,  with  promise  of  a  speedy  reliefe :  when  I  know 
sot  bjr  what  chance  or  policy,  intercepted,  and  fuxnishea  wiu  a  contrary  messagei 
occasioned  a  sodaine  surrender.'* — E. 

t  I  Kings  xvii.  4-61 

t  Does  not  Walton  here  mistake  the  sense  of  two  passages  in  Scripture,  viz.,  Matt.  iii. 
16.  "And  Jesus  when  be  was  baptised  went  up  straightway  out  ot  the  water :  and,  lo, 
the  Heavens  were  opened  unto  him,  and  he  saw  the  Spirit  of  God  descending  like  a 
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my  discourse,  pray  remember  these  wonders  were  done  by  Inrds 
of  the  air,  the  element  in  which  they,  and  I,  take  so  much  plea- 
sure. 

There  is  also  a  little  contemptible  winged  creature,  an  inhabitant 
of  my  aerial  element,  namely,  the  laborious  Bee,  of  whose  prudence^ 
policy,  and  regular  government  of  their  own  comnK>nwealth,  I  might 
say  much,  as  also  of  their  several  kinds,  and  how  useful  their 
honey  and  wax  are  both  for  meat  and  medicines  to  mankind  ;  but 
I  will  leave  them  to  their  sweet  labour,  without  the  least  disturb- 
ance, believing  them  to  be  all  very  busy  at  this  very  time  amongst 
the  herbs  and  flowers  that  we  see  nature  puts  forth  this  May 
morning. 

And  now  to  return  to  my  Hawks,  from  whom  I  have  made  too 
long  a  digression.  You  are  to  note,  that  they  are  usually  dis- 
tinguished into  two  kinds;  namely,  the  long-winged,  and  the 
short-winged  Hawk:  of  the  first  kind,  there  be  chiefly  ia  use 
amongst  us  in  this  nation, 

The  Gerfalcon  and  Jerkin, 

The  Falcon  and  Tassel-gentle, 

The  Laner  and  Laneret, 

The  Bockerd  and  Bockeret, 

The  Saker  and  Sacaret, 

The  Merlin  and  Jack  Merlin, 

The  Hobby  and  Jack  : 
There  is  the  Stelletto  of  Spain, 

The  Blood-red  Rook  from  Turkey, 

The  Waskite  from  Virginia  : 
And  there  is  of  short- winged  Hawks, 

The  Eagle  and  Iron, 

The  Goshawk  and  Tared, 

The  Sparhawk  and  Musket, 

The  French  Pye  of  two  sorts : 
These  are  reckoned  Hawks  of  note  and  worth  ;  but  we  have  also 
of  an  inferior  rank, 

The  Stanyel,  the  Ringtail, 

Dove  and  lighting  upon  him  ;'*  and  Luke  iiL  aa.  "And  the  Holy  Ghost  descended  in  a 
bodily  shape  like  a  Dove  upon  him,**  in  which  the  baptism  of  our  Lord  is  related  ?  The 
meaning  of  both  is,  that  the  Holy  Spirit  descended,  as  a  Dove  uses  to  descend  upon 
any  thinfi^,  hovering  and  overshadowing  it.  Vide  Whitb^on  Luke  iiL  aa.  Dr  Hammond 
on  the  passage,  and  Bishop  Taylor's  Ductor  Dubitanttumt  a54.— H.  The  Rev.  Moms 
Browne's  remark  on  this  passage  is,  '*  The  author  seems  to  Ukve  fallen  into  a  oomraoo 
nai«take  :  most  learned  men  think  the  original  passage,  Matt.  iiL  i6,  impKes  the  manmtr 
of  the  Holy  Spirit's  descending  lUu  a  Dove,  Le.»  as  a  Dove  deKends,  with  a  fluttering 
gentle  motion  ;  and  not  that  oTany  corporal  likenessi  the  visibility  being  on  an  effulgencT 
oif  visible  light  or  gloiy." 


Digitized 


by  Google 


CHAP.  L]  THE  FIRST  DA  Y.  ^ 

The  Raven,  the  Buzzard, 

The  Forked  Kite,  the  Bald  Buzzard, 

The  Hcn-drhrer,  and  others  that  I  forbear  to  name* 

Gentlemen,  if  I  should  enlarge  my  discourse  to  the  observation 
of  the  Eires,  the  Brancher,  the  Ramish  Hawk,  the  Haggard,  and 
the  two  sorts  of  Lentners,  and  then  treat  of  their  several  Ayries, 
their  Mewings,  rare  order  of  casting,  and  the  renovation  of  their 
feathers :  their  reclaiming,  dieting,  and  then  come  to  their  rare 
stories  of  practice ;  I  say,  if  I  should  enter  into  these,  and  many 
other  observations  that  I  could  make,  it  would  be  much,  very 
much  pleasure  to  me  :  but  lest  I  should  break  the  rules  of  civility 
with  you,  by  taking  up  more  than  the  proportion  of  time  allotted 
to  me,  I  will  here  break  off,  and  entreat  you,  Mr  Venator,  to  say 
what  you  are  able  in  the  commendation  of  Hunting,  to  which  you 
are  so  much  affected ;  and  if  time  will  serve,  I  will  beg  your 
£ivour  for  a  further  enlargement  of  some  of  those  several  heads  of 
which  I  have  spoken.     But  no  more  at  present 

Venator.  Well,  Sir,  and  I  will  now  take  my  turn,  and  will 
first  begin  with  a  commendation  of  the  Earth,  as  you  have  done 
most  excellently  of  the  Air ;  the  Earth  being  that  element  upon 
which  I  drive  my  pleasant,  wholesome,  himgry  trade.  The  Earth 
is  a  solid,  settled  element ;  an  element  most  universally  beneficial 
both  to  man  and  beast ;  to  men  who  have  their  several  recreations 
upon  it  as  horse-races,  hunting,  sweet  smells,  pleasant  walks  :  the 
earth  feeds  man,  and  all  those  several  beasts  that  both  feed  him, 
and  afford  him  recreation.  What  pleasure  doth  man  take  in 
luinting  tho  stately  Stag,  the  generous  Buck,  the  wild  Boar,  the 
canning  Otter,  the  crafty  Fox,  and  the  fearful  Hare  I  And  if  I 
may  descend  to  a  lower  game,  what  pleasure  is  it  sometimes  with 
gins  to  betray  the  very  vermin  of  the  earth;  as  namely,  the 
Fidiat,  the  Fulimart,t  the  Ferret,  the  Polecat,  the  Mouldwarp, 
and  the  like  creatures,  that  live  upon  the  face,  and  within  the 
Wels  of  the  Earth.  How  doth  the  Earth  bring  forth  herbs, 
flowers,  and  fruits,  botih  for  physic  and  the  pleasure  of  mankind  ! 

*  See  Turbenrflle,  Latham,  and  Marlcham,  on  Falconry. ^"^ii. 

T  Br  Skinocr,  in  hit  Etymologicon  Lingua  Anftlicana^  Lond.  fol  1671,  Toce  "  FuH« 
*vt,*  gives  us  to  understand  twU  this  word  is  Vox  <^xm  nusquamt  nisi  in  Hbro  "The 
yvipUte  Angler"  dicto»  occnrrit.  Upon  which  it  may  be  observed,  that  Dame 
^MM  Bcmersi  in  her  Book  of  Hunting,  ranks  the  Fulmarde  among  the  beaxts  of 
c^:  and  that  both  in  the  Dictionary  of  Dr  Adam  Littleton^  and  that  of  Phillips, 
glided  the  World  of  Words*  it  occurs :  the  first  renders  it  Putonus,  mus  Ponticus ;  the 
■uter  a  kind  of  Polecat  In  Junius  It  is  Fullmer,  and  said  to  be  idem  quod  Polecat ;  but 
M  dus  interpretation  they  seem  all  to  be  misuken,  for  Walton  here  mentions  the  Polecat 
*f  aaae,  as  does  aJso  Dame  JuUana  Beraers  in  her  Book.~H. 
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and  above  all,  to  me  at  least,  the  fruitful  vine,  of  which  when  I 
drink  moderately,  it  clears  my  brain,  cheers  my  heart,  and  sharpens 
my  wit     How  could  Cleopatra  have  feasted  Mark  Antony  with 
eight  wild  Boars  roasted  whole  at  one  supper,  and  other  meat  suit- 
able, if  the  earth  had  not  been  a  bountiftil  mother  ?     But  to  pass 
by  the  mighty  Elephant,  which  the  Earth  breeds  and  nourisheth, 
and  descend  to  the  least  of  creatures,  how  doth  the  earth  afibrd 
us  a  doctrinal  example  in  the  little  Pismire,*  who  in  the  summer 
provides  and  lays  up  her  winter  provision,  and  teaches  man  to  do 
the  like  I     The  earth  feeds  and  carries  those  horses  that  carry  us. 
If  I  would  be  prodigal  of  my  time  and  your  patience,  what  might 
not  I  say  in  conunendations  of  the  earth?      That  puts   limits 
to  the  proud  and  raging  sea,  and  by  that  means  preserves  both 
man  and  beast,  that  it  destroys  them  not,  as  we  see  it  daily  doth 
those  that  venture  upon   the  sea,  and  are  there  shipwrecked, 
drowned,  and  left  to  feed  Haddocks ;  when  we  that  are  so  wise  as 
to  keep  ourselves  on  earth,  walk,  and  talk,  and  live,  and  eat,  and 
drink,  and  go  a-hunting  :  of  which  recreation  I  will  say  a  little 
and  then  leave  Mr  Piscator  to  the  commendation  of  Angling. 

Hunting  is  a  game  for  princes  and  noble  persons ;  it  hath  been 
highly  prized  in  all  ages ;  it  was  one  of  the  qualifications  that 
Xenophon  bestowed  on  his  Cyrus,  that  he  was  a  hunter  of  wild 
beasts.  Hunting  trains  up  the  younger  nobility  to  the  use  of 
manly  exercises  in  their  riper  age.  What  more  manly  exercise 
than  hunting  the  Wild  Boar,  the  Stag,  the  Buck,  the  Fox,  or  the 
Hare  ?  How  doth  it  preserve  health,  and  increase  strength  and 
activity ! 

And  for  the  dogs  that  we  use,  who  can  commend  their  excellency 
to  that  height  which  they  deserve  ?  How  perfect  is  the  hound  at 
smelling,  who  never  leaves  ^  or  forsakes  his  first  scent  but  follows 
it  through  so  many  changes  and  varieties  of  other  scents,  even 
over,  and  in,  the  water,  and  into  the  earth  !  What  music  doth  a 
pack  of  dogs  then  make  to  any  man,  whose  heart  and  ears  are  so 
happy  as  to  be  set  to  the  tune  of  such  instruments  !  How  vdll  a 
right  Greyhound  fix  his  eye  on  the  best  Buck  in  a  herd,  single 
him  out,  and  follow  him,  and  him  only  through  a  whole  herd  of 
rascal  t  game,  and  still  know  and  then  kill  him !    For  my  hounds, 

Variation.]    B  who  never  loses. — isi  and  9d  edit, 

*  An  excellent  paper  on  this  subject  will  be  found  in  the  Guardian,  No.  X56.— B. 

t  **  Rascal,  Saxon,  a  lean  beast.  Continued  in  that  sense  among  hunters  for  a  deer 
not  fit  to  hunt  or  kilL  '  A  father  that  doth  let  loose  his  son  to  all  experiences  is  most 
like  a  fond  hunter,  that  letteth  slip  a  whelp  to  the  whole  herd  ;  twenty  to  one  he  shall 
fall  upon  a  nucait  and  let  go  the  fair  game.'*'— ^apAmw*/  ScMoltmasUr,  p.  6x.    Nmrt^t 
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I  know  the  language  of  them,  and  they  know  the  language  and 
meaning  of  one  another,  as  perfectly  as  we  know  the  voices  of 
those  with  whom  we  discourse  daily. 

I  might  enlarge  myself  in  the  copimendation  of  Hunting,  and 
of  the  noble  Hound  especially,  as  also  of  the  docibleness  of  dogs 
in  general;  and  I  might  make  many  observations  of  land- 
creatures,  that  for  composition,  order,  figure,  and  constitution, 
approach  nearest  to  the  completeness  and  understanding  of  man ; 
especially  of  those  creatures,  which  Moses  in  the  Law  permitted 
to  the  Jews,  which  have  cloven  hoofs,  and  chew  the  cud ;  which 
I  shall  forbear  to  name,  because  I  will  not  be  so  uncivil  to 
Mr  Piscator,  as  not  to  allow  him  a  time  for  the  commendation  of 
Angling,  which  he  calls  an  art ;  but  doubtless  it  is  an  easy  one  : 
and,  Mr  Auceps,  I  doubt  we  shall  hear  a  watery  discourse  of  it, 
but  I  hope  it  will  not  be  a  long  one. 
Auceps.  And  I  hope  so  too,  though  I  fear  it  will. 
Piscator.  Gentlemen,  let  not  prejudice  prepossess  you.  I 
confess  my  discourse  is  like  to  prove  suitable  to  my  recreation, 
calm  and  quiet ;  we  seldom*  take  the  name  of  God  into  our 
mouths,  but  it  is  either  to  praise  him,  or  pray  to  him  :  if  others 
use  it  vainly  in  the  midst  of  their  recreations,  so  vainly  as  if  they 
meant  to  conjurq,  I  must  tell  you,  it  is  neither  oiur  fault  nor  our 
custom ;  we  protest  against  it.  But,  pray  remember,  I  accuse 
nobody ;  for  as  I  would  not  make  a  ''  watery  discourse,"  so  I 
would  not  put  too  much  vinegar  into  it ;  nor  would  I  raise  the 
reputation  of  my  own  art,  by  the  diminution  or  ruin  of  another's. 
And  so  much  for  the  prologue  to  what  I  mean  to  say. 

And  now  for  the  Water,  the  element  that  I  trade  in.  The 
water  is  the  eldest  daughter  of  the  creation,  the  element  upon 
which  the  Spirit  of  God  did  first  move,  the  element  which  God 
commanded  to  bring  forth  living  creatures  abundantly;  and 
without  which,  those  that  inhabit  the  land,  even  all  creatures  that 
have  breath  in  their  nostrils,  must  suddenly  return  to  putrefaction. 
Moses,  the  great  lawgiver  and  chief  philosopher,  skilled  in  all  the 
learning  of  the  Egyptians,  who  was  called  die  friend  of  God,  and 

VASIATION. 

*  we  seldom  make  the  welkin  to  roar :  we  seldom  take  the  name,  &c.—ui  and^didiU 

Ct0umry.  Bat  qnery  if  rascal  is  not  rather  applied  to  animals  of  an  inferor  kind  to  those 
vaiully  hmited?  In  the  Bokt  of  St  Albans  the  word  u  thus  used :  "llie  manere  of 
hontynge  for  all  manere  of  bestys,  whether  they  ben  bestvs,  or  venery,  or  chace,  or 
rucaU^    idtet  mentioning  bucks,  does,  foxes,  maxterons,  and  wild  roes  ^- 

"  Other  bestys  all 
Where  so  ye  theym  fynde  nucall  ye  shall  them  calL* 
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knew  the  mind  of  the  Ahnighty,  names  ^  this  element  the  first  in 
the  creation  :  this  is  the  element  upon  which  the  Spirit  of  God 
did  first  move,  and  is  the  chief  ingredient  in  the  creation  :  many 
philosophers  have  made  it  to  comprehend  all  the  other  elements, 
and  most  allow  it  the  chiefest  in  the  mixtion  of  all  living  creatures. 

There  be  that  profess  to  believe  that  all  bodies  are  made  of 
water,  and  may  be  reduced  back  again  to  water  only  :  they 
endeavoiur  to  demonstrate  it  thus : 

Take  a  willow,  or  any  like  speedy-growing  plant,  newly  rooted 
in  a  box  or  barrel  full  of  earth,  weigh  them  all  together  exsiC^y 
when  the  tree  begins  to  grow,  and  then  weigh  all  together  after 
the  tree  is  increased  from  its  first  rooting,  to  weigh  a  hundred 
pound  weight  more  than  when  it  was  first  rooted  and  weighed ; 
and  you  shall  find  this  augment  of  the  tree  to  be  without  the 
diminution  of  one  drachm  weight  of  the  earth.  Hence  they  infer 
this  increase  of  wood  to  be  from  water  of  rain,  or  from  dew,  and 
not  to  be  from  any  other  element ;  and  they  affirm,  they  can 
reduce  this  wood  back  again  to  water ;  and  they  affirm  also,  the 
same  may  be  done  in  any  animal  or  vegetable.  And  this  I  take 
to  be  a  fiEiir  testimony  of  the  excellency  of  my  element  of  water. 

The  water  is  more  productive  than  the  earth.  Nay,  the  earth 
bath  no  fruitfulness  without  showers  or  dews ;  (or  all  the  herbs, 
and  flowers,  and  fruit,  are  produced  and  thrive  by  the  water ;  and 
the  very  minerals  are  fed  by  streams  that  run  under  ground, 
whose  natural  course  carries  them  to  the  tops  of  many  high  moun- 
tains, as  we  see  by  several  springs  breaking  forth  on  the  tops  of 
the  highest  hills ;  and  this  is  also  witnessed  by  the  daily  trial  and 
testimony  of  several  miners. 

Nay,  the  increase  of  those  creatures  that  are  bred  and  fed  in 
the  water  are  not  only  more  and  more  miraculous,  but  more 
advantageous  to  man,  not  only  for  the  lengthening  of  his  life,  but 
for  the  preventing  of  sickness;  for  it  is  observed  by  the  most 
learned  physicians,  that  the  casting  off  of  Lent,  and  other  fish 
days,  which  hath  not  only  given  the  lie  to  so  many  learned,  pious, 
wise  founders  of  colleges,  for  which  we  should  be  ashamed,  hath 
doubtless  been  the  chief  cause  of  those  many  putrid,  shaking  inter- 
mitting agues,  unto  which  this  nation  of  ours  b  now  more  subject, 
than  those  wiser  countries  that  feed  on  herbs,  salads,  and  plenty 
of  fish ;  of  which  it  is  observed  in  story,  that  the  greatest  part  of 

VASIATIOlf. 

7  names  thii  the  first  in  the  creation :  the  element  upon  which  the  Sjurit  of  God 
did  first  move,  makes  water  the  chief  ingredient  in  the  first  creation.~z«/  and  9d  edit. 
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the  world  now  do.  And  it  may  be  fit  to  remember  that  Moses  * 
appointed  fisii  to  be  the  chief  diet  for  the  best  commonwealth  that 
ever  yet  was. 

And  it  is  observable,  not  only  that  there  are  fish,  as,  namely,  the 
Whale,  three  times  as  big  as  the  mighty  Elephant,  that  is  so  fierce 
in  battle,  but  that  the?  mightiest  feasts  have  been  of  fish.  The 
Romans,  in  the  height  of  their  glory,  have  made  fish  the  mistress 
of  all  their  entertainments ;  they  have  had  music  to  usher  in 
their  Sturgeons,  Lampreys,  and  Mullets,  which  they  would  pur- 
chase at  rates  rather  to  be  wondered  at  than  believed.  He 
that  shall  view  the  writings  of  Macrobius,t  or  Varro,J  may  be 
confirmed  and  informed  of  this,  and  of  the  incredible  value  of 
their  fish  and  fish-ponds. 

Bat,  Gentlemen,  I  have  almost  lost  myself,  which  I  confess  I 
niay  easily  do  in:  this  philosophical  discourse ;  I  met  with  most  of 
it  very  lately,  and  I  hope,  happily,  in  a  conference  with  a  most 
feamed  physician,  §  Dr  Wharton,®  a  dear  friend,  that  loves  both 

VAKXATION. 

'The  name  of  "  Dr  Wharton  "  occurs  for  the  first  time  in  t\\gJS/ik  edition. 

Ler.  jp.  9 ;  Deut.  xiv.  9. 
J  Autdras  Macrobius,  a  learned  writer  of  the  fonrth  centurv ;  he  was  chamberlain  to 
ue  Emperor  Theodo^us.  Fabricios  makes  it  a  question  whether  he  was  a  Christian  or 
j'/^San.  His  works  are,  ^  Commentary  oh  tk*  SomniufH  ScipionU  of  Cicero,  in  two 
^^ :  and  Satumaiia  Couxnvia,  in  seven.  Besides  these,  he  was  the  author  of 
«a»ywhich  are  lost. —H. 

♦Marcus  Terentius  Varro,  a  most  learned  Roman*  contemporary  with  CicerOf  and, 
^^t  ^  it  is  said,  of  neariy  five  hundred  yoliunes. '  He  is  one  of  the  best  writers  on 

I  Br  Wharton,  who  is  again  noticed,  and  in  terms  pf  Rrcat  esteem,  was  one  of  the 
?*J*»ment  physicians  of  his  day.  He  was  bom  at  Yfinsion,  in  the  county  of  Durham, 
»  1614,  and  received  the  first  part  of  his  University  education  at  Pembroke  Hall,  in 


^^}era  of  Sir  Thomas  Fairfax— H. 

Mr  Oughtred,  in  bis  Key  to  the  Mathematics,  published  just  before,  says  that  if  any 
IJW  » to  be  reaped  by  his  new  edition  thereof,  the  thanks  are  due  chiefly  to  Mr  Thomas 
^^00,  who,  as  he  is  no  mean  proficient  in  those  studies,  so  he  may  with  success 
«J»e  this  age  in  the  necessary  mysteries  of  Botany,  Anatomy,  and  Hermetic  Learning; 

•o  not  only  amended  the  errors,  but  bestowed  exceediiig  great  pains  and  expense  m 
l!![?'^  the  press.  About  1649,  Dr  Wharton  appears  to  have  settled  entirely  in 
r°|^^-  In  1656  he  iniblished  Adeno^phia ;  sive  Glandularum  totius  Corporis 
T^^pdo,'*  in  a  small  octavo :  reprinted  in  duodecimo,  at  Amsterdam,  in  1659 :  and 
jp^iamo,  Vesalix,  1671 :  consisting  of  a  Course  of  Lectures  which  Dr  Prujean,  the 
^'^•nt  of  the  College  of  Physicians,  had  imposed  upon  him  as  an  exercise  in  1652. 
™ng  Ae  time  of  the  ereat  Plague,  in  1665,  Dr  Wharton  continued  in  London,  when 
"^y  other  phvfiicians  ftd  the  contagion. 

He  died  at  hb  house  in  Aldersgate  Street,  Nov.  14*  1673 :  and  was  buried  at  St 
"g«JI  Bassishaw.— E. 

,^  Wood's  AtlUtuK  OxoH.,  by  Bliss,  vol.  Hi.  p.  1000.  Dr  Wharton  is  frequently 
■fitioned  i-  '  •      •  •    -»•  ^      .        .  -,  .  -      .  ,.1 .--.-J  T^ 


{|«e  in  the  fijih  edition,  three  years  after  Dr  Wharton's  death,  so  that  he  ought  to  have 
''*»  spoken  of  in  the  past  tense. 
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me  and  my  art  of  Angling.  But,  however,  I  will  wade  no  deepei 
into  these  mysterious  argimients,  but  pass  to  such  observations  as 
I  can  manage  with  more  pleasure,  and  less  fear  of  running  into 
error.  But  I  must  not  yet  forsake  the  waters,  by  whose  help  we 
have  so  many  known  advantages. 

And  first,  to  pass  by  the  miraculous  cures  of  oiur  known  baths, 
how  advantageous  is  the  sea  for  our  daily  traffic,  without  which 
we  could  not  now  subsist.  How  does  it  not  only  fiimish  us  with 
food  and  physic  for  the  bodies,  but  with  such  observations  for  the 
mind  as  ingenious  persons  would  not  want ! 

How  ignorant  had  we  been  of  the  beauty  of  Florence,  of  the 
monuments,  urns,  and  rarities  that  yet  remain  in  and'  near  unto 
Old  and  New  Rome,  so  many  as  it  is  said  will  take  up  a  year's 
time  to  view,  and  afford  to  each  of  them  but  a  convenient  consid^- 
ation  I     And  therefore  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  so  learned 
and  devout  a  father  as  St  Jerome,  after  his  wish  to  have  seen 
Christ  in  the  flesh,  an4  to  have  heard  St  Paul  preach,  makes  his 
third  wish,  to  have  seen  Rome  in  her  glory :  and^  that  glory  is 
not  yet  all  lost,  for  what  pleasure  is  it  to  see  the  monuments  of 
Livy,  the  choicest  of  the  historians ;  of  TuUy,  the  best  of  orators ; 
and  to  see  the  bay-tr^^  tlmt  now  grow  out  of  the  very  tomb  of 
Virgil  I  *     These,  to  any  that  love  learning,  must  be  pleasing. 
But  what  pleasure  is  it  to  a  devout  Christian  to  see  there  the 
humble  house  in  which  St  P^u}  was  contend  to  dwell,^  and  to  view 
the  many  rich  statues  that  are  made  in  honour  of  his  memory ! 
Nay,  to  see  the  very  place  in  which  St  Peferf  and  he  lie  buried 

VAXIATIONS. 

9  and  yet  all  that  beauty  it  not  lost— s«/  •.nd  ad  edit.    uA.  that  beauty  is  not  yet  a/2 
loit.—%aaMd  4ik  tdit. 
1  to  liye.'-'ist  ami  ad  fdsi. 

*  Walton  has  here  made  a  mistake.  Virail's  tomb  is  at  Nafdes. 
f  The  Protestants  deny  not  only  that  St  Peter  lies  buried  in  the  Vatican,  as  the 
Romish  writers  assert,  but  that  he  ever  was  at  Rome.  See  the  HisUria  Apesiolica  of 
Lud.  Capellus.  The  sense  of  the  Protestants  on  this  point  is  expressed  in  the  fi^ving 
epigram,  alluding  to  the  praenomen  of  Peter,  '*  Simon,  "and  to  the  simony  practised  ia 
that  city  :— 

'*  An  Petrus  fuerit  Romae,  sub  judice  lis  est ; 
Simonen  Ronue  nemo  fuisse  negat.** 

Many  that  Peter  ne'er  saw  Rome  declare 
£ut  all  must  own  that  Simon  hath  been  there. 

Of  which  that  may  be  obsenred  which  I  have  heard  said  of  libels,  '*  the  more  true  the 
more  provoldnK  ;'^and  this  the  author,  John  Owen,  the  famous  epigrammatist,  found  to 
his  cost ;  for  his  uncle,  a  Paj^  was  so  stung  by  these  lines  that,  in  revenge,  he  di»* 
inherited  him,  and  doomed  him  to  extreme  poverty  the  remainder  of  his  life.  Atki»- 
Oxom,  vol.  i.  ^71.  The  Romanists  have  aUo  taken  their  revenge  on  the  book  that 
contains  them,  by  Inserting  it  in  their  Indgx  Expurgatoruu,    Ibid.— H. 
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together :  These  are  in  and  near  to  Rome.  And  how  much 
more  doth  it  please  the  pious  curiosity  of  a  Christian  to  see  that 
place  on  which  the  blessed  Saviour  of  the  world  was  pleased  to 
humble  himself^  and  to  take  our  nature  upon  him,  and  to  converse 
with  men  :  to  see  Mount  Sion,  Jerusalem,  and  the  very  sepulchre 
of  our  Lord  Jesus !  How  may  it  beget  and  heighten  the  zeal  of 
a  Quistian,  to  see  the  devotions  that  are  daily  paid  to  him  at 
that  place  !  Gentlemen,  lest  I  forget  myself,  I  will  stop  here, 
and  remember  you,  that  but  for  my  element  of  water,  the  inhabit- 
ants of  this  poor  island  must  remain  ignorant  that  such  things 
ever  were,  or  that  any  of  them  have  yet  a  being.* 

Gentlemen,  I  might  both  enlarge  and  lose  myself  in  suchlike 
arguments.  I  might  tell  you  that  Almighty  God  is  said  to  have 
spoken  to  a  fish,  but  never  to  a  beast ;  that  he  hath  made  a 
whale  a  ship,  to  carry  and  set  his  prophet,  Jonah,  safe  on  the 
appointed  ^ore.  Of  these  I  might  speak,  but  I  must  in  manners 
break  off,  for  I  see  Theobald's  House,*  I  cry  you  mercy  for 
being  so  long,  and  thank  you  for  your  patience. 

VARIATION. 

'  ignoxant  that  sach  things  yet  arc— ^  edit,  ignorant  that  such  things  have  yet  a 
Kiog.~3<^  and  4M  edit, 

*  The  site  ofTbeobald's  Palace  lies  a  little  to  the  north  of  the  road  to  Ware,  at  the 
outance  of  twelve  miles  from  London,  in  the  parish  of  Cheshunt.  It  was  built  about 
1560  by  Sir  WiUiam  Cecil*  afterwards  Lord  Burleigh,  and  is  said  to  have  been  first 
^^ed  as  a  small  mansioii  for  the  residence  of  his  younger  son.  Queen  Elizabeth 
™]^g  honoured  it  with  a  visit  in  15641  her  minister  was  induced  to  enlarge  it ;  and  he 
^(Hnineted  the  whole  t^Ppn  a  ifiore  extensive  scale  ^i  z<7X.  Her  visits  to  it,  as  appears 
ypm  Lord  Burleigh's  Diary,  were  repeated  ten  times  between  15:^3  and  1597.  In  2603, 
|<r  Robert  Ceeil>  his  son,  afterwards  Earl  of  Salisbury,  entertained  King  Jfames  the 
'int  at  it,  in  his  way  from  Scotland  to  London,  when  he  came  to  take  possession  of  the 
c<>*a :  and  io  z6o6  gave  him  a  second  entertainment :  soon  after  which  the  palace  and 
iBAoor  were  exchanged  Ua  the  ancient  royal  residence  at  Hatfield.  Theobalds  became 
s^erwards  one  of  Kmg  James'?  favourite  places  of  retirement :  and  he  died  there,  March 
37th,  1695.  It  was  also  an  occasional  place  of  residence  with  his  successor,  who  went 
^om  it  in  1642  to  put  himself  at  the  head  of  the  army.  Norden,  in  his  Description  of 
Hertfordshire,  says,  "  To  speake  of  the  state  and  beauty  thereof  at  large  as  it  deserveth, 
wr  curious  buildmges,  dehghtfuU  walkes,  and  pleasant  conceites,  within  and  without, 
sad  other  things  very  glorious  and  ellegant  to  be  seene,  would  challenge  a  great  portion 
of  this  little  treatise ;  and  therefore,  leaste  I  should  come  shorte  of  that  due  commenda- 
*ioo  that  it  deserveth,  I  leave  it,  as  indeed  it  is,  a  princely  seate.'^  After  the  Restoration 
of  King  Charles  the  Second,  the  house,  park,  and  manor  were  granted  to  the  Duke  of 
Albemarle,  on  the  death  of  whose  son  without  male  issue  they  again  reverted  to  the 
Crown :  and  w^re  granted  to  the  Duk^  of  Portland  by  King  William  the  Third  in  1689. 
Jn  1763  the  property  of  Theobalds  was  sold  by  the  late  Duke  of  Portland  to  George 
l^escott,  Esq. .  who,  three  years  after,  pulled  down  what  remained  of  the  house,  and 
boilt  another  for  himself  about  a  mile  to  the  south  of  it.  It  is  now,  18x4^  held  on  leaf^ 
*«ier  the  representatives  of  Sir  George  William  Prescott,  Bart,  by  Job  Matthew  Raikes, 
^*  An  ioea  of  the  mansion,  as  it  appeared  in  Walton's  time,  may  be  obtained  from 
Mr  LyioQs's  Description  in  the  "  Environs  of  London,"  edit.  i8xx,  vol.  i.  part^  ii.  P>^73« 
chiefly  taken  from  the  FariiamenUry  Survey  of  1650,  now  in  the  Augmentation  Office. 
ArepresenUtion  of  the  exterior  will  be  found  in  King's  Sheet  of  Views,  to  illustrate 
Camden's  BriUnnia.  One  of  the  best  views  of  the  interior  is  in  the  background  of  a 
picture  at  Earl  Ponkt's,  Hinton  St  George,  in  Somersetshire.    The  subles  of  Theobalds 
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AUCEPS.  Sir,  my  pardon  is  easily  granted  you:  I  except 
against  nothing  that  you  have  said  :  nevertheless,  I  must  part 
with  you  at  this  park  wall,  for  which  I  am  very  sorry ;  but  I 
assure  you,  Mr  Piscator,  I  now  part  with  you  full  of  good  thoughts, 
not  only  of  yourself  but  your  recreation.  And  so.  Gentlemen, 
God  keep  you  both. 

Piscator,  Well  now,  Mr  Venator,  you  shall  neither  want 
time  nor  my  attention  to  hear  you  enlarge  your  discourse  con- 
cerning hunting. 

Venator.  Not  I,  Sir :  I  remember  you  said  that  Angling 
itself  was  of  great  antiquity,  and  a  perfect  art,  and  an  art  not 
easily  attained  to  ;  and  you  have  so  won  upon  me  in  your  former 
discourse,  that  I  am  very  desirous  to  hear  what  you  can  say 
further  concerning  those  particulars. 

Piscator.  Sir,  I  did  say  so  :  and  I  doubt  not  but  if  you  and 
I  did  converse  together  but  a  few  hours,  to  leave  you  possessed 
with  the  same  high  and  happy  thoughts  that  now  possess  me  of 
it;  not  only  of  the  antiquity  of  Angling,  but  that  it  deserves 
commendations ;  and  that  it  is  an  art,  and  an  art  worthy  the 
knowledge  and  practice  of  a  wise  man. 

Venator.  Pray,  Sir,  speak  of  them  what  you  think  fit,  for  we 
have  yet  five  miles  to  the  Thatched  House ;  during  which  walk,  I 
dare  promise  you,  my  patience  and  diligent  attention  shall  not  be 
wanting.  And  if  you  shall  make  that  to  appear  which  you  have 
imdertaken,  first,  that  it  is  an  art,  and  an  art  worth  the  learning, 
I  shall  beg  that  I  may  attend  you  a  day  or  two  a-fishing,  and  that 
I  may  become  your  scholar,  and  be  instructed  in  the  art  itself 
which  you  so  much  magnify. 

*  Piscator.  O,  Sir,  doubt  not  but  that  Angling  is  an  art ; 
is  it  not  an  art  to  deceive  a  Trout  with  an  artificial  Fly  ?  a  Trout! 
that  is  more  sharp-sighted  than  any  Hawk  you*  have  named,  and 

VARIATION. 

S  Piscator,  Oh,  Sir,  it  is  not  to  be  questioned  but  that  it  is  an  art,  and  an  art  wcnth 
vour  lemming :  the  question  will  rather  be,  whether  you  be  capable  of  learning  it  ?  For 
he  that  learns  it  must  not  only  bring  an  inquiring,  searching,  and  discerning  wit ;  but 
he  must  bring  also  that  patience  you  talk  of,  and  a  love  and  propensity  to  the  art  itself; 
but,  having  once  got  and  practised  it,  then  douU  not  but  the  art  will  (both  for  the 
pleasure  and  profit  of  it)  prove  like  to  virtue,  a  reward  to  itself. 

stood  on  the  oppodte  side  (^  the  road  leading  from  Waltham-Cross  to  Cheshtmt :  and 
adjoining  was  a  large  building  called  the  Alms-house,  supposed  to  have  been  built  bjr 
Lord  Burleigh,  Aixl  appropriated  as  a  residence  for  some  of  nis  pensioners:  it  had  a  hafl 
and  chapel.  This  building,  with  the  arms  of  Cecil  in  front,  was  standing  till  within  these 
threeyears. — E. 

*  This  is  a  mistake:  it  was  Auceps^  and  not  Venator^  that  named  the  Hawks:  mud 
Auctpt  bad  before  taken  his  leave  of  these  his  companions.—H.    The  discrepancy  does 
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more  watchful  and  timorous  than  your  high-mettled  Merlin  is 
bold  ?  and  yet  I  doubt  not  to  catch  a  brace  or  two  to-morrow  for 
a  friend's  breakfast :  doubt  not,  therefore,  Sir,  but  that  Angling  is 
an  art,  and  an  art  worth  your  learning.  The  question  is  rather, 
whether  you  be  capable  of  learning  it  ?  for  angling  is  somewhat 
like  poetry,  men  are  to  be  bom  so  :  I  mean,  with  inclinations  to 
it,  though  both  may  be  heightened  by  discourse  and  practice  :  * 
but  he  that  hopes  to  be  a  good  angler,  must  not  only  bring  an 
inquiring,  searching,  observing  wit,  but  he  must  bring  a  large 
measure  of  hope  and  patience,  and  a  love  and  propensity  to  the 
art  itself;  *  but  having  once  got  and  practised  it,  then  doubt  not 
but  angling  will  prove  to  be  so  pleasant^  that  it  will  prove  to  be, 
like  virtue,  a  reward  to  itsel£ 

*  Venator.  Sir,  I  am  now  become  so  full  of  expectation, 
that  I  long  much  to  have  you  proceed,  and  in  the  order  that  you 
propose. 

PiSCATOR.  Then  first,  for  the  antiquity  of  Angling,  of  which 
I  shall  not  say  much,  but  only  this ;  some  say  it  is  as  ancient  aS 
Deucalion's  flood  :  others,  that  Belus,  who  was  the  first  inventor 
of  godly  and  virtuous  recreatio^is,  was  the  first  inventor  of 
Angling  :  t  and  some  others  say,  for  former  times  have  had  their 
disquisitions  about  the  antiquity  of  it,  that  Seth,  one  of  the  sons 

VARIATIONS. 

^  hagfateaed  by  practice  and  experience.— C^i»/*f  $ih  tdii, 

*  ViaUr.  Sir,  I  am  now  become  so  full  of  expectation,  that  I  long  orach  to  have  you 
proceed  in  your  discourse :  and  first,  I  pray,  Sir,  let  me  hear  concemiog  the  antiquity 
of  it. 

PitcmUr,  Sir,  I  will  pre&ce  no  lonffert  but  proceed  in  mtler  as  you  desire  me :  and 
first  for  the  antiquity  of  Anglmg,  I  shall  not  sajy  much ;  but  only  this ;  some  say  it  is  as 
ancient  as  DeuaUion's  flood :  and  others  (which  I  like  better)  n.y  that  Belus  (who  was 
the  inventor  of  godly  and  virtuous  recreationt)  was  the  inventor  olit. 

DOC  occur  in  anj  edition  before  ^t  fifths  because  in  all  the  others  the  passage,  "  Is  it 
not  an  art  to  deceive  a  trout  with  an  artificial  fly  ?  a  trout  that  is  more  sharp-sighted 
than  anv  hawk  you  [r  friend  has]  have  named,  and  more  watchful  and  timorous  than 
your  [hts]  high-mettled  Merlin  is  bold ;  and  yet  I  doubt  not  to  catch  a  brace  or  two 
to-morrow  for  a  friend's  breakfast.  Doubt  not,  therefore.  Sir,  that  Angling  is  an  art," 
is  omitted  ;  and  Piscator's  reply  reads  thus,  *'  O,  Sir,  doubt  not  but  that  Angling  is  an 
art,  and  an  art  worth  your  learning."  The  objection  would  be  removed  by  the  alter- 
atioDs  suggested  within  brackets. 

*  Marklutm,  in  his  Country  ConitntwuntSt  has  a  whole  chapter  on  the  subject  of  ik« 
Angitr't  AHiartlt  «md  inward  Qualities:  some  of  whkh  are,  "That  he  be  a  general 
scholar,  and  seen  in  all  the  liberal  sciences ;  as  tLgramtnariam,  to  know  how  to  write, 
or  dtaconrse,  of  his  art  in  true  and  fitting  terms.  He  should,"  savs  he,  "  have  sweetiuu 
tf  tpeech,  to  entice  others  to  delight  in  an  exercise  so  much  laudable.  He  should  havo 
ttrtngtk  0/ argument  to  defend  and  maintain  his  profession  a^nst  envy  and  slander." 
**Tb«a  must  he  be  ttrongveA  vaUaat:  neither  to  be  amaied  with  storms,  nor  affrighted 
with  thunder :  and  if  he  u  not  itm^erate,  but  has  a  gnawing  stomach  that  will  not  enduro 
nmch  Csstinfc  but  must  observe  £ours;  it  troubletb  the  nund  and  body,  and  loseth  that 
defi^t  wlu^maketh  the  pastime  only  j4sasing."— H. 

t  Opposite  to  this  passage  in  the  nr$t  edition,  "  J.  Da.  Jer.  Mar."  occur,  by  which 
was  probably  meant  John  Davors,  author  of  the  StcreU  of  Anglings  a  poeoLfrom  which 
Walun  has  given  an  extract  in  a  subsequent  page,  and  Jervase  Markham.    The  passage 
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of  Adam,  taught  it  to  his  sons,  and  that  by  them  it  was  derived 
to  posterity  ;  others  say  that  he  left  it  engraven  on  those  pillars 
which  he  erected,  and  trusted  to  preserve  the  knowledge  of  the 
mathematics,  music,  and  the  rest  of  that  precious  knowledge, 
and  those  useful  arts,  which  by  God's  appointment  or  allowance, 
and  his  noble  industry,  were  thereby  preserved  from  perishing  in 
Noah's  flood. 

These,  Sir,  have  been  the  opinions  of  several  men,  that  have 
possibly  endeavoured  to  make  angling  more  ancient  than  is  need- 
ful, or  may  well  be  warranted ;  but  for  my  part,  I  shall  content 
myself  in  telling  you  that  angling  is  much  more  ancient  than  the 
incarnation  of  our  Saviour ;  for  in  the  Prophet  Amos  *  mention 
is  made  of  fish-hooks ;  and  in  the  Book  of  Job,t  which  was  long 
before  the  days  of  Amos,  for  that  book  is  said  to  have  been 
written  by  Moses,  mention  is  made  also  of  fish-hooks,  which  must 
imply  anglers  in  those  times.  { 

But,  my  worthy  friend,  as  I  would  rather  prove  myself  a  gentle- 
man, by  being  learned  and  humble,  valiant  and  inoffensive, 
virtuous  and  communicable,  than  by  any  fond  ostentation  of 
riches,  or,  wanting  those  virtues  myself^  boait  that  these  were  in 
my  ancestors ;  and  yet  I  grant,  that  where  a  noble  and  ancient 
descent  and  such  merit  meet  in  any  man,  it  is  a  double  dignifica- 
tion  of  that  person  ;  so  if  this  antiquity  of  angling,  which  for  my 
part  I  have  not  forced,  shall,  like  an  ancient  family,  be  either  an 
honour  or  an  ornament  to  this  virtuous  art  which  I  profess  to  love 
and  practise,  I  shall  be  the  gladder  that  I  made  an  accidental 
mention  •  of  the  antiquity  of  it,  of  which  I  shall  say  no  more, 
but  proceed  to  that  just  conmiendation  which  I  think  it  deserves. 

VARIATIONS. 

>  acddenUd  mention  of  it ;  and  shall  proceed  to  the  justification,  or  rather  commen- 
dation of  it. 

Viator.  My  worthy  friend,  I  am  much  pleased  with  your  discourse,  for  that  you 
seem  to  be  so  ingenuous  and  so  modest,  as  not  to  stretch  arguments  into  hsrperbohcal 
expressions,  but  such  as  indeed  they  will  reasonably  bear ;  and.  I  pray,  proceed  to  the 
justification,  or  commendations  of  Anfi;ling,  which  I  also  long  to  hear  from  you. 

Pucator.  Sir,  I  shall  proceed  ;  aAd  my  next  discourse  shall  be  rather  a  commendatioa 
than  a  justification  of  Angling:  for,  in  my  judgment,^  if  it  deserves  to  be  commended,  it 
is  more  than  justified,  for  some  practices  that  may  be  justified,  deserve  no  commendation: 
yet  there  are  none  that  deserve  commendatiou  but  may  be  justified. 

6  accidental  mention  of  it ;  and  so  I  pass  from  the  antiquity  of  Angling  to  the  com* 
mendation  of  it. — arf  edit,  

in  the  Secrets  of  Angling  to  which  Walton  alludes  is  in  the  division  of  the  poem  entitled 
**  Hie  ^thor  of  Angling.    Poetical  Fictions." 

"Then  did  Deucalion  first  the  art  fatvent." 
The  passage  referred  to  in  Markham,  whose  opinion  Walton  i^ays.  fan  theyfrr/  ediUoiv 
he  "  likes  better,"  is  in  the  "  Pleasures  of  Princes,  or  Good  Men^s  Recreations,  con- 
taining a  Discourse  of  the  General  Art  of  Fishing  with  an  Angle  or  otherwise,"  4to,  i6x4> 
p.  3— T.  *  Chap.  iv.  a.  f  Chap.  Txi.  i,  a.  t  See  also  Isaiah  xix  & 
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*  And  for  that,  I  shall  tell  you,  that  in  ancient  times  a  debate 
hath  risen,  and  it  remains  yet  unresolved,  whether  the  happiness 
of  man  in  this  world  doth  consist  more  in  contemplation  or 
action  ?  *  Concerning  which,  some  have  endeavoured  to  maintain 
their  opinion  of  the  first ;  by  saying  that  the  nearer  we  mortals 
come  to  God  by  way  of  imitation,  the  more  happy  we  are.  And 
they  say  that  God  enjoys  himself  only  by  a  contemplation  of  his 
own  infiniteness,  eternity,  power,  and  goodness,  and  the  like. 
And  upon  this  ground,  many  cloisteral  men  of  great  learning,  and 
devotion,  prefer  contemplation  before  action.  And  many  of  the 
Fathers  seem  to  approve  this  opinion,  as  may  appear  in  their 
commentaries  upon  the  words  of  oiur  Saviour  to  Martha.t 

And  on  the  contrary,  there  want  not  men  of  equal  authority 
and  credit,  that  prefer  action  to  be  the  more  excellent ;  as,  namely, 
experiments  in  physic,  and  the  application  of  it,  both  for  the 
ease  and  prolongation  of  man's  life ;  by  which  each  man  is 
enabled  to  act  and  do  good  to  others,  either  to  serve  his  cotmtry, 
or  do  good  to  particular  persons  :  and  they  say  also,  that  action 
is  doctrinal,  and  teaches  both  art  and  virtue,  and  is  a  maintainer 
of  human  society ;  and  for  these,  and  other  like  reasons,  to  be 
preferred  befose  contemplation. 

Concerning  which  two  opinions  I  dhall  forbear  to  add  a  third, 
by  declaring  my  own ;  and  rest  myself  contented  in  telling  you, 
my  very  worthy  friend,  that  both  these  meet  together,  and  do 
most  properly  belong  to  the  most  honest,  ingenuous,  quiet,  and 
harmless  art  of  angling. 

^And  first,  I  shall  tell  you  what  some  have  observed,  and  I 
have  foimd  it  to  be  a  resil  truth,  that  the  very  sitting  by  the 
river's  side  b  not  only  the  quietest  and  fittest  place  for  contem- 
plation, but  will  invite  an  angler  to  it :  and  this  seems  to  be 
maintained  by  the  learned  Peter  du  Moulin,t  who,  in  his  discourse 

VAMATIONS. 

7  And  now  haning  said  thus  much  fay  way  of  preparation,  I  am  next  to  tell  you  that 
ia  ancient  times  a  debate  hath  ifaen  (and  it  b  not  yet  resolved)  whether  contemplation 
or  action  be  the  chiefest  thing  wherein  the  happiness  of  a  man  doth  most  consist  in  this 
woiUT    Concerning  which,  &c 

*  Add  first  I  shalTtell  jrou  what  some  have  obsenred,  and  I  have  found  in  myself,  that 
the  very  sitting  by  the  river's  side  is  net  only  the  fittest  place  for,  but  will  mvite  the 
an|El<nY  to  contemplation :  that  it  is  the  fitteu  place  seems  to  be  witbcssed  by  the  children 
uf  Inael,  who  having  hanishrd,  &c. 

*  This  is  a  question  which  manv  persons  of  wit,  especially  tunong  the  Ttalian  writers, 
have  discussed  ;  a  disquisition  in  the  judgment  of  Lord  Clarendon  about  as  profitable  as 
whedier  a  long  journey  is  best  undertaken  on  a  black  or  a  bay  horse.  See  Lord  Claren- 
don's Tracts,  p.  167.— H.  t  Luke  x.  41,  42- 

t  Dr  Peter  du  Moulin*  Prebendary  of  Canterbury,  and  author  of  several  pieces  m  the 
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of  the  ^Ifilling  of  Prophecies,  observes,  that  when  God  intended  to 
reveal  any  future  events  or  high  notions  to  his  prophets,  he  tlien 
carried  thera  either  to  the  deserts  or  the  sea-shore,  that  having  so 
separated  them  from  amidst  the  press  of  people  and  business, 
and  the  cares  of  the  world,  he  might  settle  their  mind  in  a  quiet 
repose,  and  there  make  them  fit  for  revelation. 

And  this  seems  also  to  be  intimated  by  the  children  of  Israel,* 
who  having  in  a  sad  condition  banished  all  mirth  and  music 
from  their  pensive  hearts,  and  having  hung  up  their  then  mute 
harps  upon  the  willow-trees  growing  by  the  rivers  of  Babylon,  sat 
down  upon  those  banks,  bemoaning  the  ruins  of  Sion,  and  con- 
templating their  own  sad  condition. 

And  an  ingenious  Spaniard f  says  that  "rivers  and  the 
inhabitants  of  the  watery  element  were  made  for  wise  men  to 
contemplate,  and  fools  to  pass  by  without  consideration."  And 
though  I  will  not  rank  myself  in  the  number  of  the  first,  yet  give 
me  leave  to  free  myself  from  the  last,  by  offering  to  you  a  short 
contemplation,  first  of  rivers,  and  then  of  fish  ;  concerning  which 
I  doubt  not  but  to  give  you  many  observations  that  will  appear 
very  considerable  :  I  am  sure  they  have  appeared  so  to  me,  and 
made  many  an  hour  pass  away  more  pleasantly,  as  I  have  sat 
quietly  on  a  fiowery  bank  by  a  calm  river,  and  contemplated  what 
I  shall  now  relate  to  you. 

"And   first    concerning   rivers ;    there  be   so   many  wonders 

VARIATION. 

*  Concerning  riven,  there  be  divers  wonders  reported  of  them  by  anthors  of  mch 
credit,  that  we  need  not  deny  them  im  historical  faith.  As  of  a  river  in  Epirtis, 
that  puts  out  any  hghted  torch,  and  kindles  any  torch  that  was  not  lighted.  Of  the 
liver,  Belarus,  that  in  a  few  hours  turns  a  rod  or  a  wand  into  stone,  and  our  Camden 
mentions  the  like  wonder  in  England.  That  there  is  a  river  in  Arabia,  of  which  ail  the 
sheep  that  drink  thereof  have  their  wool  turned  into  a  vermilion  colour.  And  one  of  no 
less  credit  than  Aristotle,  tells  us  of  a  merry  river,  the  river  Etusina,  that  dances  at  the 
noise  of  music,  that  with  music  it  bubbles,  dances,  and  grows  sandy,  but  returns  to  a 
wonted  calmness  and  clearness  when  the  music  ceases.  KxA  lastly,  for  I  would  not  tire 
your  patience,  losephus,  that  learned  Jew,  tells  us  of  a  river  in  Judea,  and  runs  and 
moves  swiftly  all  the  six  days  of  the  week,  and  stands  still  and  rests  upon  their  Sabbath- 
day. 

Romish  controversy. — H.  Du  Moulin's  Treatise,  entttled  "  The  AccompHshnient  of  the 
Prophecies,"  was  translated  from  the  French,  by  J.  Heath,  and  printed  in  octavo,  at 
Oxford,  in  16x3.  The  passage  which  Walton  quotes,  or  ^rather  appues  to  his  purpose,  is 
in  the  Preface  to  the  Reader.  '*  For  as  Goa  intending  to  reveale  future  events  to  his 
prophets,  withdrew  them  aside,  and  carried  them  either  to  the  desert,  or  els  to  the  sea- 
shore,  that  so  having  pluckt  them  from  amidst  the  presse,  he  might  settle  their  minds  in 
a  quiet  repose ;  so  think e  I,  that  to  dive  into  their  prophecies  a  man  need  be  free  from 
all  cares,  and  to  partake  of  their  rest,  that  he  may  partake  of  the  deemesse  of  their 
spirit."— E. 

•  Psalm  cxxxvii. 

t  It  is  said  by  Moses  firowne,  that  the  person  here  meant  was  John  Valdesso,  and  that 
the  passage  in  the  text  occurs  in  his  Considerations :  but  upon  a  careful  perusal  of  that 
book  for  the  piupose,  no  such  sentiment  has  been  found. — 11. 
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reported  and  written  of  them,  and  of  the  several  creatures  that  be 
bred  and  live  in  them,  and  those  by  authors  of  so  good  credit 
that  we  need  not  to  deny  them  an  historical  faith. 

As,  namely,  of  a  river  in  Epinis  that  puts  out  any  lighted  torch, 
and  kindles  any  torch  that  was  not  lighted.  Some  waters  being 
drunky  cause  madness,  some  drunkenness,  and  some  laughter  to 
death.  The  river  Selarus  in  a  few  hours  turns  a  rod  or  wand  to 
stone  :  and  our  Camden  mentions  the  like  in  England,  and  the 
like  in  Lochmere  in  Ireland.  There  is  also  a  river  in  Arabia,  of 
which  all  the  sheep  that  drink  thereof  have  their  wool  turned  into 
a  vermilion  colour.  And  one  of  no  less  credit  than  Aristotle  * 
tells  us  of  a  merry  river,  the  river  Elusina,  that  dances  at  the 
noise  of  music,  for  with  music  it  bubbles,  dances,  and  grows 
sandy,  and  so  continues  till  the  music  ceases,  but  then  it  pre- 
sently returns  to  its  wonted  calmness  and  clearness.  And  Cam- 
den tells  us  of  a  well  near  to  Kirby,  in  Westmoreland,  that  ebbs 
and  flows  several  times  every  day  :  and  he  tells  us  of  a  river  in 
Surrey,  it  is  called  Mole,  that  after  it  has  run  several  miles,  being 
opposed  by  hills,  finds  or  makes  itself  a  way  under  grotmd,t  and 
breaks  out  again  so  far  off  that  the  inhabitants  thereabout  boast, 
as  the  Spaniards  do  of  their  river  Anus,  that  they  feed  divers 
flocks  of  sheep  upon  a  bridge.  And  lastly,  for  I  would  not  tire 
your  patience,  one  of  no  less  authority  than  Josephus,  that  learned 

*  "  In  his  Wonders  of  Nature.  This  is  confinned  by  Ennius,  and  Solon  in  his  Holy 
History.**— Note  to  thejlrst  edition. 

t  Defoe  in  his  TVwr  through  England  satisfactorily  proires  that  this  is  a  mistake, 
and  atcempu  to  expbin  the  cause  of  the  (^unions.— B.  Drayton,  Milton,  and  Pope 
have,  however,  fallen  into  the  same  error:— 

*'  Which  like  a  nooxling  Mole 
Doth  noozle  underneath." — Polyoibion, 

"  And  underneath  the  earth,  for  three  miles  space  doth  creep. ** 

Ibid.  Song  17. 
•*0r  sullen  Mole  that  runneth  underneath.** — Milton  on  Rivtrs. 

*' And  sullen  Mole  that  hides  his  diving  flood." 

Fo^'s  Windsor  Forett,  1.  345. 

Mr  Dallaway,  in  a  privately  printed  and  beautiful  h'ttle  volume,  entitled  Leihtrmum 
aive  Horti  Lttheretaniy  containine  etchings  of  views  in  the  Vicarage  of  Letherhead, 
thus  alludes  to  the  subject :  **The  Mole  is  a  river  which  has  excited  much  curiosity  and 
discussion.  There  is  a  faotton  of  very  early  establishment  adopted  br  Camden  and  later 
topographers,  that  'it  runs  under  ground.'  But,  generally  speaking,  its  bed  is  an 
absorbent  earth,  above  the  surface  of  which  it  often  occurs,  during  dry  seasons,  that  no 
stream  appears.  Freouent  banks  or  reefs  of  chalk  intervene,  and  over  these  it  is  both 
perenniaJ  and  clear.  The  river  Mole  is  so  called  from  iu  being  supposed  to  have  a  sub< 
terraneous  current :  be  this  circumstance  as  it  may,  it  differs  from  other  rivers  in  having 
iu  bed  in  certain  places  occasionally  dr^ :  various  conjectures  have  been  formed  as  to 
this  peculiarity.  In  some  parts  of  tne  river  where  the  bed  is  a  little  elevated,  in  imall 
detached  pieces,  there  are  hc^es  which  the  country-people  call  Swallows.  These  are 
dry  apertures  during  summer,  but  in  wet  seasons  are  full  of  water,  and  at  those  t' 
the  bed  of  the  river  becomes  tne  channel  of  a  rapid  stream."— Pp.  14,  xs« 
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Jew,  tells  us  of  a  river  in  Judea  that  runs  swiftly  all  the  six  days 
of  the  week,  and  stands  still  and  rests  all  their  Sabbath.* 

But  I  will  lay  aside  my  discourse  of  rivers,  and  tell  you  some 
things  of  the  monsters,  or  fish,  call  them  what  you  will,  that  they 
breed  and  feed  in  them.  Pliny  the  philosopher  says,  in  the  third 
chapter  of  his  ninth  book,  that  in  the  Indian  Sea  the  fish  called 
Balaena  or  Whirlpool  f  is  so  long  and  broad  as  to  take  up 
more  in  length  and  breadth  than  two  acres  of  ground  ;  and  of 
other  fish  of  two  hundred  cubits  long ;  and  that  in  the  river 
Ganges  there  be  Eels  of  thirty  feet  long.  He  says  there,  that 
these  monsters  appear  in  that  sea  only  when  the  tempestuous 
winds  oppose  the  torrents  of  water  falling  firom  the  rocks  into  it, 
and  so  turning  what  lay  at  the  bottom  to  be  seen  on  the  water's 
top.  And  he  says  that  the  people  of  Cadara,  an  island  near  this 
place,  make  the  timber  for  their  houses  of  those  fish  bones.  He 
there  tells  us  that  there  are  sometimes  a  thousand  of  these  great 
Eels  found  wrapt  or  interwoven  together.  He  tells  us  there,  that 
it  appears  that  dolphins  love  music,  and  will  come  when  called 
for,  by  some  men  or  boys  that  know,  and  use  to  feed  them ;  and 
that  they  can  swim  as  swift  as  an  arrow  can  be  shot  out  of  a  bow  \ 
and  much  of  this  is  spoken  concerning  the  dolphin,  and  other  fish, 
as  may  be  foimd  also  in  the  learned  Dr  Casaubon's  %  *'  Discourse 
of  Credulity  and  Incredulity,"  printed  by  him  about  Jhe  year 
1670. 

I  know  we  Islanders  are  averse  to  the  belief  of  these  wonders ; 
but  there  be  so  many  strange  creatures  to  be  now  seen,  many 
collected  by  John  Tradescant,§  and  others  added  by  my  friend 

♦  The  tame  is  related  by  PWla— B. 

t  BaUnta  properly  means  a  wkaU. 

X  MeriCf  ton  of  ttaac  Caumbtm,  bom  at  Geneva  in  xi:99.  but  educated  at  Oxford* 
was  for  bis  great  learning  preferred  to  a  Prebend  in  the  Gtthedral  of  Canterbury,  and 
the  Rectory  of  Ickham  near  that  city.  Oliver  Cromwell  would  have  engaged  htm,  by  a 
pension  of  three  hundred  pounds  a  vear,  to  write  the  histoiy  of  his  time,  but  Casaubon 
refused  it.  Of  many  books  extant  of  his  writing,  that  mentioned  in  the  text  is  one.  He 
died  in  'S67X,  leaving  behind  him  the  character  of  a  religious  man,  loyal  to  his  imnce, 
exemplary  in  his  life  and  conversation,  and  very  charitable  to  the  poor.  Atktn,  Ox»». 
<ol.  ii.  48s,  edit  X7SZ.— H.  Casaubcm  s  work  **  Of  Credulity  and  tncreduHty  in  Things 
NaturaC  Civil,  and  Divine,"  was  first  printed  at  London,  in  Svo,  x668 ;  and  again  in  167^ 


by  Walton,  part  L  chap,  v.,  about  Menwolves,  is  mentionea  at  p.  ^53  of  the  same  worlc 
It  contains  a  great  desU  of  curious  anecdote.— £. 

I  There  were,  it  seems,  three  of  the  TnuUscantt,  grandfather,  father,  and  son :  the 
son  is  the  person  here  meant :  the  two  former  were  gardeners  to  Queen  Elisabeth,  and 
Che  latter  to  King  Charles  the  First.  They  were  aU  great  botanists,  and  collectors  of 
natiual  and  other  curiosities,  and  dwelt  at  South  Lambeth  in  Surrey ;  and,  dying  there, 
were  buried  in  Lambeth  Churchvard.  Mr  Ashmole  contracted  an  acquaintance  with  the 
last  of  them,  and,  together  with  his  wife,  boarded  at  his  house  for  a  summer,  durinf 
which  Ashmole  agreed  for  the  purchase  of  Tradescant's  collection,  and  the  same  was 
conveyed  to  him  bv  a  deed  of  gift  from  Tradescant  and  his  wife.  Tradescarit  soon  after 
died,  and  Ashmole  was  obliged  to  file  a  bill  in  Chancery  for  the  delivery  of  the 


Digitized 


by  Google 


CHAP.  I J  THE  FIRST  DA  Y.  43 

Elias  Ashmole,  Esq.,  who  now  keeps  them  carefully  and  methodi- 
cally at  his  house  near  to  Lambeth,  near  London,*  as  may  get 
some  belief  of  some  of  the  other  wonders  I  mentioned.  I  will 
tell  you  some  of  the  wonders  that  you  may  now  see,  and  not  till 
then  believe,  unless  you  think  fit. 

You  may  there  see  the  Hog-fish,  the  Dog-fish,  the  Dolphin,  the 
Cony-fish,  the  Parrot-fish,  the  Shark,  the  Poison-fish,  Sword-fish, 
and  not  only  other  incredible  fish,  but  you  may  there  sec  the 
Salamander,  several  sorts  of  Barnacles,  of  Solan  Geese,  the  Bird 
of  Paradise,  such  sorts  of  Snakes,  and  such  Birds'  nests,  and  of  so 
various  forms,  and  so  wonderfully  made,  as  may  beget  wonder  and 
amusement  in  any  beholder ;  and  so  many  hundred  of  other 
rarities  in  that  collection^  as  will  make  the  other  wonders  I  spake 

cmiosities,  and  succeeded  in  his  suit.  Mrs  Tradescant,  shortly  after  the  pronouncing 
the  decree*  was  found  drowned  in  her  pond.  This  collectioot  with  what  additions  he 
afterwards  made  to  it,  Mr  Ashmole  >^ve  to  the  University  of  Oxf^d,  and  so  became  the 
Founder  of  the  AshnutUan  Mnsenm.  A  monument  for  the  three  Tradescants,  very 
curiously  ornamented  with  sculptures,  is  to  be  seen  in  Lambeth  Churchyard ;  and  a 
representation  thereof,  in  four  plates,  and  also  some  particulars  of  the  family,  are  given 
in  the  Philosophical  Transactions^  volume  IxiiL  part  i.  p.  ^^  et  seq.  The  monument, 
by  the  contribution  of  some  friends,  to  their  memory,  was  in  the  year  1773  repaired ; 
and  the  following  lines»  formeriy  intended  for  an  epitai^  inserted  tliereon  :^ 

Know,  stranger  1  ere  thou  pass,  beneath  this  stone 
lie  John  Traobscant,  grandsire,  father,  son. 
The  last  dv'd  in  his  spring :  the  other  two 
Liv'd  till  tney  had  travell  d  art  and  nature  thro' ; 
As  by  their  choice  collections  may  appear. 
Of  what  is  rare  in  land,  in  seas,  in  air  ; 
Whilst  they  (as  Homer's  Iliad,  in  a  nut) 
A  world  of  wonders  in  one  closet  shut. 
These  famous  Antiquarians,  that  had  been 
Both  Gardeners  to  the  Rose  and  Lily  Queen, 
Transplanted  now  themselves,  sleep  here ;  and  when 
Angels  shall  with  their  trumpets  waken  men. 
And  fire  shall  purge  the  world,  these  hence  shall  rise. 
And  change  their  gardens  for  a  Paradise. 

The  Tradescants  were  the  first  collectors  of  natural  curiosities  in  this  kingdom.  The 
younger  of  them  published  in  2656)  lamo,  "Museum  Tradescantianum ;  or  a  Collection 
of  Rarities  preserved  at  South  Lambeth,  near  London,"  containing  portraits  of  his  father 
and  himsell,  engraved  by  Hollar.  Tradescant's  House  is  still  known  by  the  name  of 
Turret-Houscy  and  is  now,  or  was  in  x8o9k  in  the  occupation  of  Charles  Bedford, 
Esq.— £. 

*  Ashmole  was  at  first  a  Solicitor  in  Chancery ;  but  marrying  a  lady  with  a  large 
fortune,  and  being  well  skilled  in  history  and  antiquities,  he  was  promoted  to  the  oflke 
of  Windsor  Hendd,  and  wrote  the  "History  of  the  Order  of  the  Garten"  published  in 
267a,  in  folia  But  addicting^  himself  to  the  then  fashionable  studies  of  chemistry  and 
judicial  astrology ;  and  associating  himself  with  that  silly  crackbrained  enthusiast,  John 
Aubrey,  Esa.  of  Surreyi  and  that  egregious  impostor,  Lilly  the  Astrologer,  he  became  a 
dupe  to  the  knavery  of  the  one  and  the  follies  of  both ;  and  lost  in  a  great  measiure  the 
reputation  he  had  acouired  by  this  and  other  of  his  writings.  Of  his  weakness  and 
superstition  he  has  left  on  reond  this  memorable  instance:  "nth  April  2681,  I  took. 
early  in  the  morning,  a  good  dose  of  elixir,  and  hung  three  spiders  about  my  neck ;  and 
they  drove  my  ague  away.  Deo  gratias."  See  "  Memoirs  of  the  Life  of  that  Antiquarian, 
Elias  Ashmole,  £sq.,  drawn  up  by  himself  by  way  of  Diary,  published  by  Charles  Burman* 
Esq.,  lamo,  17x7." — H. 
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o^  the  less  incredible;  for,  you  may  note,  that  the  waters  are 
Nature's  storehouse,  in  whidi  she  locks  up  her  wonders. 

But,  Sir,  lest  this  discourse  may  seem  tedious,  I  shall  give  it  a. 
sweet  conclusion  out  of  that  holy  poet,  Mr  George  Herbert,  his 
divine  **  Contemplation  on  God's  Providence."  ^ 

Lord  I*  who  hath  praise  enoufh,  nay,  who  hath  any? 
None  can  express  thy  work-SPUt  he  that  knows  them; 
And  none  can  know  thy  works  they'  are  so  many, 
And  so  complete,  but  only  he  that  owes  them. 

We  all  acknowledge  both  diy  power  and  love 
To  be  exact,  transcendant,  aind  divine ; 
Who  dost  so  strangely^  and  so  sweetly  move. 
Whilst  4  all  things  have  their  end,^  ye  none  but  thine. 

Wherefore,  most  sacred  Spirit  I  I  here  present, 
For  me,  and  all  my  fellows,  praise  to  thee ; 
And  just  it  is,  that  I  should  pay  the  rent, 
Because  the  benefit  accrues  to  me. 

And  as  concerning  fish,  in  that  psalm,*  wherein,  for  height  of 
poetry  and  wonders,  the  prophet  David  seems  even  to  exceed 
himself,  how  doth  he  there  express  himself  in  choice  metaphors, 
even  to  the  amazement  of  a  contemplative  reader,  concerning  the 
sea,  the  rivers,  and  the  fish  therein  contained  !  And  the  great 
naturalist  Pliny  says,  "  That  nature's  great  and  wonderful  power 
is  more  demonstrated  in  the  sea  than  on  the  land."  And  this  may 
appear,  by  the  numerous  and  various  creatures  inhabiting  both  in 
and  about  that  element ;  as  to  the  readers  of  Gesner,t  Rondeletius,^ 

TASIATIONS. 

1  Walton  probably  wrote  from  memory,  as  the  stanzas  which  form  part  of  a  poena 
entitled  "  Providence  "  are  here  transposecf,  and  the  following  variations  occur  in  Herocrt's 
printed  work. 

«  But.  ■  which.  *  stronsly.  »  While. 

•  will.  Herbert's  "Temple/*  ed.  1633.  p.  X09.  Of  George  Herbert,  whose  life  was 
written  by  Walton,  some  account  will  be  found  in  the  Memoir  at  the  commencement  of 
this  volume. 

*  Psalm  civ. 

t  Conrsule  Gesner,  an  eminent  phyndan  and  naturalist,  was  bom  at  Zurich  in  15x6. 
His  skill  in  botany  and  natural  history  was  such  as  procured  him  the  appellation  of  ttw 
Plin^  of  Germany :  and  Beza,  who  knew  him,  scruples  not  to  assert  that  he  concentrated, 
in  himself  the  learning  of  Pliny  and  Varro.  Nor  was  he  more  distinguished  for  his 
learning  than  esteemed  and  beloved  for  that  probity  and  sweetness  of  manners  which 
rendered  him  conspicuous  through  the  course  of  his  life ;  notwithstanding  which,  ho 
laboured  tmder  the  pressure  of  poverty  to  a  degree  that  compelled  him  to  write  for 
sustenance,  and  that  in  such  haste  that  his  works,  which  are  very  numerous,  are  not 
exempt  from  marks  of  it.  Besides  Bibliotheca  sive  Catalogus  Soriptorum  Lat.  Gr.  & 
Hebr.  tam  extantium  quam  non  extantium,  Tiguri,  T54S-55t  he  wrote  Historia  Ani« 
malium,  and  De  Serpentum  NaturS,  Tipuri,  1551-87 :  to  both  which  works  Walton 
frequently  refers.    This  excellent  person  died  in  1565. — H. 

X  Guillaume  Rondelet,  an  eminent  physician,  bom  at  Montpelier  in  Languedoc,  twf. 
He  wrote  a  treatise  De  Piscibus  marinis,  Lugd.  Z554-5*  where  all  that  Walton  has  taken 
from  him  is  to  be  found.  He  died,  very  poor,  of  a  surfeit,  occasioned  by  eating  figs  to 
excess,  in  1566. — H. 
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Pliny,  Ausonius,*  Aristotle,  and  others,  may  be  demonstrated 
But  I  will  sweeten  this  discourse  also  out  of  a  contemplation  in 
divine  Du  Bartas,t  who  says  : — 

God  quickened  in  the  sea,  and  in  the  rivers, 

So  many  fishes  of  so  many  features 

That  in  the  waters  we  may  see  all  creatureSf 

Even  all  that  on  the  earth  are  to  be  found. 

As  if  the  world  were  in  deep  waters  drown'd. 

For  seas^as  well  as  skies — have  Sun,  Moon,  Start  1 

As  well  as  air — Swallows,  Rooks,  and  Stares  ;  \ 

As  well  as  earth— Vines,  Roses,  Nettles,  Melons, 

Mushrooms,  Pinks,  Gilliflowerst  and  many  millions 

Of  other  plants,  more  rare,  more  strange  than  these 

As  very  nshes,  living  in  the  seas ; 

As  also  Rams,  Calves,  Horses,  Hares,  and  Hogs, 

Wolves,  Urchins,  LionSf  Elephants,  and  Dogs ; 

Yea  Men  and  Maids ;  and,  which  I  most  admire, 

The  mitred  Bishop  and  the  cowled  Friar :  i 

Of  which,  examples,  but  a  few  years  since. 

Were  shown  the  Norway  and  Polonian  princo. 

These  seem  to  be  wonders ;  but  have  had  so  many  confir- 
mations from  men  of  learning  and  credit,  that  you  need  not  doubt 
them.  Nor  are  the  number,  nor  the  various  shapes,  of  fishes 
more  strange,  or  more  fit  for  contemplation,  than  their  different 
natures,  inclinations,  and  actions ;  concerning  which,  I  shall  beg 
your  patient  ear  a  little  longer. 

The  Cuttle-fish  will  cast  a  }ong  gut  out  of  her  throat,  which,  like 

^  Dedus  Ausonius,  a  native  of  Bordeaux,  was  a  Latin  poet.  Consul  of  Rome,  and 
Preceptor  to  the  Emperor  Gratian.    He  died  about  39b. — H. 

t  GniUaume  de  Saluste  Sieur  du  Bartas  was  a  pojit  of  great  reputation  in  Walton's 
time;  He  wrote,  besides  numerous  other  production^  a  poem  in  French,  called  Divine 
Weeks  and  Works;  which  was  translated  into  Engl^  by  Joshua  Sylvester.  The 
panage  in  the  text  occurs  in  the  fifth  day. — H*  To  Du  Bartas,  Milton  is  considered  to 
bave  been  much  indebted. 

The  names  quoted  above,  Gesner,  Rpndeletius,  PHny,  &c.,  are  the  writers  from  whom 
Topael,  who  wrote  the  Historv  of  Four-footed  Beasts,  Fishes,  &c.,  compiled  his  work, 
^m  which  it  is  most  probable  Walton  dprive4  his  information,  rather  than  from  the 
original  authorities. 

X  Or  Starlings.    Minsheu. — H. 

I  This  stcMy  of  the  Bishop-&h  is  told  by  Rondeletius,  and  vouched  by  Belloniui. 
Without  taking;  much  pains  in  the  translation,  it  is  as  follows:  "  In  the  year  X53t,  a 
fish  was  taken  in  Poloma,  that  represented  a  bishop.  He  was  brought  to  the  king ;  but. 
K«ming  to  desire  to  return  to  his  own  element,  the  king  commanded  him  to  be  carried 
ndc  to  the  sea,  into  which  he  immediately  threw  himself."  Rondeledus  had  before 
related  the  story  of  a  Monk-fish,  which  is  what  Du  Bartas  means  b^  the  "cowled  Friar.'* 
Hie  reader  may  see  the  portraits  of  these  wonderful  personages  m  Kondeletius :  or,  in 
the  Posthumous  Works  of  the  reverend  and  learned  Mr  John  Gregory,  in  4tO|  Lond.  1683, 
pages  I3Z,  Z9X  Stow,  in  his  AnnaU,  p.  Z57,  from  the  Chronicle  of  Radulphus  Cogges* 
nJe,  fives  the  following  relation  of  a  sea-monster,  taken  on  the  coast  of  Suflfolk,  temp. 
Hea  li :  "Neare  unto  Orford  in  Suffolk,  certaine  fishers  of  the  sea  tooke  in  their  nets  a 
Bsh,  having  the  shape  of  a  man  in  all  points :  which  fish  was  kept  by  Bartlemew  de 
GUnnidlle,  custos  of  the  castle  of  Orford,  in  the  same  castle,  by  the  space  of  .^iz  moneths 
and  more,  for  a  wonder.  He  spake  not  a  word.  All  manner  of  meates  he  did  eate,  but 
BKMt  greedily  raw  fish,  after  he  had  crushed  out  the  moisture.  Oftentimes,  he  was 
brought  to  the  church,  where  he  shewed  no  tokens  of  adoration."  **  At  length,"  says 
this  author,  *'  when  he  was  not  well  looked  to,  he  stole  away  to  the  sea,  and  never  after 
»ppearcd."-^L 
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as  an  Angler  doth  his  line,  she  sendeth  forth,  and  pulleth  in  again 
at  her  pleasure,  according  as  she  sees  some  little  fish  come  near 
to  her  ;  and  the  Cuttle-fish,*  being  then  hid  in  the  gravel,  lets  the 
smaller  fish  nibble  and  bite  the  end  of  it ;  at  which  time  she,  by 
little  and  little,  draws  the  smaller  fish  so  near  to  her,  that  she  may 
leap  upon  her,  and  then  catches  and  devours  her  :  and  for  this 
reason  some  have  called  this  fish  the  Sea-angler. 

And  there  is  a  fish  called  a  Hermit,  that  at  a  certain  age  gets 
into  a  dead  fish's  shell,  and,  like  a  hermit,  dwells  there  alone, 
studying  the  wind  and  weather ;  and  so  turns  her  sheU,  that  she 
makes  it  defend  her  from  the  injuries  that  th^y  would  bring  upon 
her. 

There  is  also  a  fish  called  by  Alianf  the  Adonis,  or  Darling  of 
the  Sea  ;  so  called,  because  it  is  a  loving  and  innocent  fish,  a  fish 
that  hurts  nothing  that  hath  life,  and  is  at  peace  with  all  the 
numerotis  inhabitants  of  that  vast  watery  element ;  and  trulyi  I 
think  most  Anglers  are  so  disposed  to  mo^t  of  mankind. 

And  there  are,  also,  Itistfiil  and  chaste  fishes  ;  of  which  I  shall 
give  you  examples. 

And  first,  what  Du  Bartas  says  of  a  fish  called  the  Sargus ; 
which,  because  none  can  express  it  better  than  he  does,  I  shall 
give  you  in  his  own  words,  supposing  it  shall  not  hjave  the  less 
credit  for  being  verse  ;  for  he  hath  gathered  this  and  other 
observations  out  of  authors  that  have  been  great  an4  industrious 
searchers  into  the  secrets  of  nature. 

The  adult'rous  Sargus  doth  not  only  change 
Wives  every  day,  in  the  deep  streamsi  but*  strange  I 
As  if  the  honey  of  sea-love  delight  ^ 
Could  not  suffice  his  ranging  appetite. 
Goes  courting  she-goats  on  the  gnusy  shore. 
Homing  their  hiubands  that  had  horns  before. 

And  the  same  author  writes  concerning  the  Cantharus,  that 
which  you  shal)  also  hear  in  his  own  words  : — 

But,  contrary,  the  constant  Cantharus 
Is  ever  constant  to  his  faithful  spouse  \  ^ 
In  nuptial  duties,  spending  his  chaste  life; 
Never  Ipves  any  but  his  own  dear  wife. 

Sir,  but  a  little  longer,  and  I  have  done. 

Venator.  Sir,  take  what  liberty  you  think  fit,  for  your  discourse 
seems  to  be  nuisic,  an4  charms  me  to  an  attention. 

PiSCATOR.  Why  then,  Sir,  I  will  take  a  little  liberty  to  tdl,  or 

*  Montaifnie,  Essays,  and  others,  affirm  this. 

t  Ninth  book  Of  Living  Creatures,  ch.  x6.  Oaudius  .^Elianus  was  bom  at  Prcnesta 
in  Italy,  in  the  reign  of  tlw  Emperor  AdriaiL  He  wrote  De  Animaliura  Natuifi,  and 
other  works — H. 
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rather  to  remember  you  what  is  said  of  Turtle-doves ;  first,  that 
they  silently  plight  their  troth,  and  marry;  and  that  then  the 
survivor  scorn,  as  the  Thracian  women  are  said  to  do,  to  outlive 
his  or  her  mate  ;  and  this  is  taken  for  a  truth  ;  and  if  the  sur- 
vivor shall  ever  couple  with  another,  then,  not  only  the  living,  but 
the  dead,  be  it  either  the  he  or  the  she,  is  denied  the  name  and 
honour  of  a  true  Turtle-dove.* 

And  to  parallel  this  land-rarity,  and  teach  mankind  moral  faith- 
fulness, and  to  condenm  those  that  talk  of  religion,  and  yet  come 
short  of  the  moral  faith  of  fish  and  fowl,  men  that  violate  the  law 
affirmed  by  St  Paul,t  to  be  writ  in  their  hearts,  and  which,  he 
says,  shall  at  the  Last  Day  condemn  and  leave  them  without 
excuse — I  pray  hearken  to  what  Du  Bartas  {  smgs,  for  the  hear- 
ing  of  such  conjugal  faithfulness  will  be  mu^ic  to  all  chaste  ears, 
and  therefore  I  pray  hearken  to  what  D^  ^2C[\»%  sings  of  the 
MuUet 

But  for  chaste  love  the  MuU«t  hath  up  peer ; 

For*  if  the  fisher  hath  surprised  her  pheer  J 

As  mad  with  wo,  to  diore  she  folloireth. 

Prestl  tocopsorthim,  bothialifeanddefth.  * 

On  the  contrary,  what  shall  I  say  of  the  House-Cock,  which 
treads  any  hen ;  and  then,  contrary  to  the  Swan,  the  Partridge, 
and  Pigeon,  takes  no  care  to  hatch,  to  feed,  or  cherish  his  own 
brood,  but  is  senseless,  though  they  perish.  And  it  is  consider- 
able, that  the  Hen,  which,  because  she  also  takes  any  Cock, 
expects  it  not,  who  is  sure  the  chickens  be  her  own,  hath  by  a 
moral  impression  her  care  and  affection  to  her  own  brood  more 
than  doubled,  even  to  such  a  height,  that  our  Saviour,  in  express- 
ing his  love  to  Jerusalem,ir  quotes  her,  for  an  example  of  tender 
affection,  as  his  father  hath  done  Job,  for  a  pattern  of  patience. 

And  to  parallel  this  Cock,  there  be  divers  fishes  that  cast  their 
spawn  on  flags  or  stones,  and  then  leave  it  uncovered,  and  exposed 

*  Of  Swans  it  is  also  said  that  !f  either  of  a  pair  die,  or  be  otherwise  separated  from 
iu  mate,  the  other  does  not  long  survive.— H. 
t  Rom.  ii.  T4,  15.  t  Du  Bartas,  fifth  day. 

I  Or  Fellow :  so  Bed-pheer,  Bedfellow.— H. 

I  Prest,  from  the  Freuch  pr^  Lat.  paralus,  ready,  prepared.     So  Psalm  dv.  old 
vttsioni— 

He  maketh  his  qurites  as  heralds  to  go, 

And  lightnings,  to  wtrt^  we  see  also  pretU^l^, 

Moses  Browne  has  substituted  a  more  elegant  version  :— 

But  in  chaste  love  the  Mullet  all  outvies ; 
For  when  her  mate  the  fisher  makes  his  prize. 
Mad  to  the  shore  she  follows  in  despair. 
In  life  and  death,  resolved  his  (ate  to  share. 


i  Matt  xxiii.  37* 
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to  become  a  prey  and  be  devoured  by  vermin  or  other  fishes. 
But  other  fishes,  as,  namely,  the  Barbel,  take  such  care  for  the 
preservation  of  their  seed,  that,  unlike  to  the  Cock,  or  the  Cuckoo, 
they  mutually  labour,  both  the  spawner  and  the  melter,  to  cover 
their  spawn  with  sand,  or  watch  it,  or  hide  it  in  some  secret  place^ 
unfrequented  by  vermin  or  by  any  fish  but  themselves. 

Sir,  these  examples  may,  to  you  and  others,  seem  strange ;  but 
they  are  testified,  some  by  Aristotle,  some  by  Pliny,  some  by 
Gesner,  and  by  many  others  of  credit;  and  are  believed  and 
known  by  divers,  both  of  wisdom  and  experience,  to  be  a  truth ; 
and  indeed  are,  as  I  said  at  the  beginning,  fit  for  the  contempla- 
tion of  a  most  serious  and  a  most  pious  man.  And  doubtless 
this  made  the  prophet  David  say,*  "  They  that  occupy  themselves 
in  deep  waters,  see  the  wonderful  works  of  God  : "  indeed  such 
wonders,  and  pleasures  too,  as  the  land  affords  not 

And  that  they  be  fit  for  the  contemplation  of  the  most  prudent, 
and  pious,  and  peaceable  men,  seems  to  be  testified  by  the  prac- 
tice of  so  many  devout  and  contemplative  men,  as  the  Patriarchs 
and  Prophets  of  old ;  and  of  the  Apostles  of  our  Saviour  in  our 
latter  times,  of  which  twelve,  we  are  sure,  he  chose  four  that  were 
simple  fishermen,  whom  he  inspired,  and  sent  to  publish  his 
blessed  will  to  the  Gentiles  ;  and  inspired  them  also  with  a  power 
to  speak  all  languages,  and  by  their  powerful  eloquence  to  beget 
faith  in  the  unb^ieving  Jews ;  and  themselves  to  suffer  for  that 
Saviour,  whom  their  forefathers  and  they  had  crucified ;  and,  in 
their  sufferings,  to  preach  freedom  from  the  incumbrances  of  the 
law,  and  a  new  way  to  everlasting  life  :  this  was  the  employment 
of  these  happy  fishermen.  Concerning  which  choice,  some  have 
made  these  observations  : — 

First,  that  he  never  reproved  these,  for  their  employment  or 
calling,  as  he  did  the  Scribes  and  the  Money-changers.  And 
secondly,  he  found  that  the  hearts  of  such  men,  by  nature,  were 
fitted  for  contemplation  and  quietness  ;  men  of  mild,  and  sweet, 
and  peaceable  spirits,  as  indeed  most  Anglers  are  :  these  men 
our  blessed  Savioiu',  who  is  observed  to  love  to  plant  grace  in 
good  natures,  though  indeed  nothing  be  too  hard  for  him,  yet 
these  men  he  chose  to  call  from  their  irreprovable  employment  of 
fishing,  and  gave  them  grace  to  be  his  disciples,  and  to  follow  him, 
and  do  wonders  ;  I  say  four  of  twelve. 

And  it  is  observable  that  it  was  our  Saviour's  will  that  these, 
our  four  fishermen,  should  have  a  priority  of  nomination  in  the 

*  Psalm  cvii.  33,  94. 
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catalogue  of  his  twelve  Apostles,*  as,  namely,' first  St  Peter,  St 
Andrew,  St  James,  and  St  John ;  and  then  the  rest  in  their 
order. 

And  it  is  yet  more  observable  that  when  our  blessed  Saviour 
went  up  into  the  mount,  when  he  left  the  rest  of  his  disciples, 
and  chose  only  three  to  bear  him  company  at  his  Transfiguration, 
that  those  three  were  all  fishermen.  And  it  i^  to  be  believed 
that  all  the  other  Apostles,  after  they  betook  themselves  to  follow 
Christ,  betook  themselves  to  be  fishermen  too  ;  for  it  is  certain 
that  the  greater  number  of  them  were  found  together,  fishing,  by 
Jesus  after  his  resurrection,  as  it  is  recorded  in  the  twenty-first 
chapter  of  St  John's  Gospel. 

And  since  I  have  your  promise  to  hear  me  with  patience,  I 
will  take  a  liberty  to  look  back  upon  an  observation  that  hath 
been  made  by  an  ingenious  and  learned  man  ;  who  observes 
that  God  hath  been  pleased  to  allow  those  whom  he  himself  hath 
appointed  to  write  his  holy  will  in  holy  writ,  yet  to  express  his 
will  in  such  metaphors  as  their  former  affections  or  practice  had 
inclined  them  to.  And  he  brings  Solomon  for  an  example,  who, 
before  his  conversion,  was  remarkably  carnally  amorous ;  and 
after,  by  God's  appointment,  wrote  that  spiritual  dialogue,  or  holy 
amorous  love-song,  the  Canticles,  betwixt  God  and  his  Church  : 
in  which  he  says,  '<  his  beloved  had  eyes  like  the  fish-pools  of 
Heshbon." 

And  if  this  hold  in  reason,  as  I  see  none  to  the  contrary,  then 
it  may  be  probably  concluded  that  Moses,  who  I  told  you  before 
writ  tlie  Book  of  Job,  and  the  prophet  Amos,  who  was  a  shepherd, 
were  both  Anglers  ;  for  you  shall,  in  all  the  Old  Testament,  find 
fish-hooks,  I  think,  but  twice  mentioned,  namely,  by  meek  Moses 
the  friend  of  God,  and  by  the  humble  prophet  Amos.t 

Concerning  which  last;  namely,  the  prophet  Amos,  I  shall  make 

•  Matt.  X.  a. 

t  Walton  was  a  good  Scripturist,  and  therefore  can  hardly  be  supposed  to  hare  been 
ignorant  of  the  passage  in  Isaiah,  chap.  xix.  8,  "  The  fishers  shall  mourn,  and  all  they 
t&at  cast  angle  u]>on  the  brooks  shall  lament,  and  they  that  spread  nets  upon  the 
vaters  shall  languish."  Which  words,  as  they  do  bnt  imply  the  use  of  fish-hooks,  he 
ndf  ht  think  not  diirectly  to  his  purpose  ;  but  in  the  translation  of  the  above  prophet  by 
the  learned  Bishop  Lowth,  who  himself  assures  me  that  the  word  hook  is  truly  rendered, 
the  passage  ttands  thus  :— 

"  And  the  fishers  shall  mourn  and  lament ; 
All  those  that  cast  the  hook  in  the  river, 
And  those  that  spread  nets  on  the  face  of  the  waters  shall  languish." 

The  following  passage  Walton  seems  likewise  to  have  forgotten  when  he  wrote  the 
above,  unleas  the  reason  before  assigned  induced  htm  to  reject  it :  "  They  take  ud  all 
ef  them  with  the  angle,  they  catch  them  in  their  net,  and  gather  them  in  their  drag^ 
therefore  they  rejoice  and  are  gl^^J'—Habakkuk  L  25.— H. 
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but  this  observation,  that  he  that  shall  read  the  humble,  lowly, 
plain  style  of  that  prophet,  and  compare  it  with  the  high,  gbrious, 
eloquent  style  of  the  prophet  Isaiah,  though  they  be  both  equally 
true,  may  easily  believe  Amos  to  be,  not  only  a  shepherd,  but  a 
good-natured  plain  fisherman.  Which  I  do  the  rather  believe, 
by  comparing  the  affectionate,  loving,  lowly,  humble  Epistles  of 
St  Peter,  St  James,  and  St  John,  whom  we  know  were  all  fishers, 
with  the  '  glorious  language  and  high  metaphors  of  St  Paul,  who 
we  may  believe  was  not. 

And  for  the  lawfulness  of  fishing  :  it  may  very  well  be  main- 
tained by  our  Saviour's  bidding  St  Peter  cast  his  hook  into  the 
water  and  catch  a  fish,  for  money  to  pay  tribute  to  Caesar.  And 
let  me  tell  you  that  Ajigling  is  of  high  esteem,  and  of  much  use 
in  other  nations.  He  that  reads  the  Voyages  of  Ferdinand  Men- 
dez  Pinto  *  shall  find  that  there  he  declares  to  have  found  a  king 
and  several  priests  a-fishing.  And  he  that  reads  Plutarch  shall 
find  that  Angling  was  not  contemptible  in  the  days  of  Mark 
Antony  and  Cleopatra,  and  that  they,  in  the  midst  of  their  won- 
derful glory,*  used  Angling  as  a  principal  recreation.^  And  let 
me  tell  you,  that  in  the  Scripture  Angling  is  always  taken  in  the 
best  sense  ;  and  that  though  hunting  may  be  sometimes  so  taken, 
yet  it  is  but  seldom  to  be  so  understood.  And  let  me  add  this 
more  :  he  that  views  the  ancient  Ecclesiastical  Canons,  shall 
find  hunting  to  be  forbidden  to  Churchmen,  as  being  a  turbulent, 
toilsome,  perplexing  recreation  ;  and  shall  find  Angling  allowed 
to  clergymen,  as  being  a  harmless  recreation,  a  recreation  that 
invites  them  to  contemplation  and  quietness. 

VARIATION. 

7  the  glorious  language  and  high  metaphors  of  St  Paul,  whom  we  know  was  not, 

•  A  traveller  whose  veracity  is  much  Questioned.— H.  He  was  bom  about  i5to» 
and  for  one-and-twenty  years  travelled  in  the  East.  During  that  time  he  was  five  times 
shipwrecked,  seventeen  times  sold,  and  thirteen  times  made  a  slave :  he  returned  to 
Lisbon  aad  September  1558.  The  passage  alluded  to  by  Walton  occurs  in  "  The 
Voyages  and  Adventures  of  Ferdinand  Mendex  Pinto,  done  into  £ngUsh  by  H[eni7j 
C[ogan],  Gent.,  London,  1633,"  fol.  chap.  Ixxix.  p.  319. — ^T. 

t  The  fact  related  by  Plutarch  is  the  following :  ^*  It  would  be  very  tedious  aad 
trifling  to  recount  all  his  follies  ;  but  his  fishing  must  not  be  forgot.  He  went  out  one 
day  to  angle  ,with  Cleopatra  ;  and  being  so  unfortunate  as  to  catch  nothing  io  the 
presence  of  his  mistress,  he  was  very  much  vexed,  and  gave  secret  orders  to  the  fisher- 
man to  dive  under  water,  and  put  fishes  that  had  been  fresh  taken  upon  his  hook.  After 
he  had  drawn  up  two  or  three,  Cleopatra  perceived  the  trick  :  she  pretended,  however, 
to  be  surprised  at  his  good  fortune  and  dexteritv  ;  told  it  to  all  her  friends,  and  inrited 
them  to  come  and  see  him  fish  the  next  day.  Accordinglv,  a  very  large  company  went 
out  in  the  fishing-vessels  ;  and  as  soon  as  Antony  had  Jet  down  his  line,  she  commanded 
one  of  her  servants  to  be  beforehand  with  Antony's,  and,  diving  into  the  water,  to  fix 
upon  his  hook  a  salted  fish,  one  of  those  which  were  brought  from  the  Euxine  Sea^ 
— H. 
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I  might  here  enlarge  myself,  by  telling  you  what  commenda- 
tions our  learned  Perkins  bestows  on  Angling  -,  and  how  dear  a 
lover,  and  great  a  practiser  of  it,  our  learned  Dr  Whitaker  *  was  ; 
as  indeed  many  others  of  great  learning  have  been.  But  I  will 
content  myself  with  two  memorable  men,  that  lived  near  to  our 
own  time,  whom  I  also  take  to  have  been  ornaments  to  the  art 
of  Angling. 

*  The  first  is  Dr  Nowel,  sometime  dean  of  the  cathedral 
church  of  St'  Paul,  in  London,  where  his  monument  stands  yet 
undefaced  ;  t  a  man  that,  in  the  reformation  of  Queen  Elizabeth, 
not  that  of  Henry  VIII.,  was  so  noted  for  his  meek  spirit,  deep 
learning,  prudence,  and  piety,  that  the  then  Parliament  and  Con- 
vocation, both  chose,  enjoined,  and  trusted  him  to  be  the  man  to 
make  a  Catechism  for  public  use,  such  a  one  as  should  stand  as 
a  rule  for  faith  and  manners  to  their  posterity.  And  the  good 
old  man,  though  he  was  very  learned,  yet  knowing  that  God  leads 

VARIATION. 

*  Let  me  eive  you  the  example  of  two  men  more,  that  have  lived  nearer  to  our  own 
times :  first  r>o€tor  Nowel,  sometimes  Dean  of  St  PauTs  (in  which  church  his  monument 
sunds  yet  undefaced),  a  man,  &c 

*  William  Perkins  was  a  learned  divine,  and  a  pious  and  painful  preacher :  Dr 
William  Whitaker  was  an  able  writer  in  the  Komtsh  controversy,  and  Regius  Professoi 
of  Divinity  in  the  University  of  Cambridge.  The]^  both  flourished  at  the  latter  end  ol 
tbeiizteenth  century.  I  remark  the  extreme  caution  of  our  author  in  this  passage  ;  for 
be  says  iiot  of  Perkms,  as  he  does  of  Whitaker,  that  he  was  a  practiser  of,  but  only  that 
he  b^ows  (in  some  of  his  writings  we  must  conclude)  great  commendations  on  anglinp;. 
Perkins  had  the  misforttine  to  want  the  use  of  his  right  hand  ;  as  we  find  intimated  m 
this  distich  on  him  : — 

Dextera  quamtumvis  fuerat  tibi  manca,  docendi 
Pollebas  mira  dexteritate  tamen. 

Though  Natttre  hath  thee  of  thy  right  hand  bercfV, 
Right  well  thou  writest  with  thy  hand  that's  left. 

And  therefore  can  hardly  be  supposed  capable  of  even  baiting  his  hook.  The  fact 
re»pecting  Whitaker  is  thus  attested  by  Dr  Fuller,  in  his  Holv  State^  book  iii,  chap.  13  : 
"  Fishing  with  an  angle  is  to  some  rather  a  torture  than  a  pleasure,  to  stand  an  hour  as 
mute  as  the  fish  they  mean  to  take ;  yet  herewithal  Dr  Whitaker  was  much  delij^hted." 
To  these  example^  of  divines  lovers  of  Angling,  I  here  add  (1784)  that  of  Dr  Leigh,  the 
present  Master  of  Baliol  College,  Oxford,  who,  though  turned  of  ninety,  makes  it  the 
recreation  of  hi«  vacant  hours. --M.    He  died  in  170a 

t  Dr  Alexander  Nowel,  a  learned  divine,  and  a  famous  preacher  in  the  reign  of  King 
Edw.  VL  ;  upon  whose  death  he,  with  many  other  Protestants,  fled  to  Germany,  where 
he  lived  many  years.  In  1561  he  was  made  Dean  of  St  Paul's ;  and  in  i6ox  died.  The 
moaumeut  mentioned  in  the  text  was  undoubtedly  consumed,  with  the  churchy  in  the 
fire  of  London  ;  but  the  inscription  thereon  is  preserved  in  Stow's  Survey ,  edit.  1633, 
page  362.  See  Aiken.  Oxon.  3x3.  •  An  engraving  of  the  monument  itself  is  in  Dugdale  s 
HUterv  0/  St  PauPs  Cathedral.— "H.  Dr  Dunham  Whitaker,  in  his  History  0/ 
Wkaltey^  says  of  Nowel.  "  He  is  recorded  by  Isaac  Walton,  a  man  of  the  same  tranqml 
<lcTotiQn,  and  who  attained  nearly  to  the  same  length  of  days  with  himself,  to  have 
spent  a  tenth  part  of  his  time  in  Angling,  an  amusement  suited  beyond  every  other  to 
calm  and  contemplative  minds,  and  sacred,  as  it  should  seem,  to  the  relaxation  of  emi- 
neat  divines.  Donne,  Herbert,  Whitaker,  and  after  them  Archbishop  Sheldon,  havmg 
been  fondly  attached  to  it.*'— P.  482. 
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us  not  to  heaven  by  many,  nor  by  hard  questions,  like  aji  honest 
Angler,  made  that  good,  plain,  unperplexed  Catechism  which  is 
printed  with  our  good  old  Service-book*  I  say,  this  good  man 
was  a  dear  lover  and  constant  practiser  of  Angling,  as  any  age 
can  produce  :  and  his  custom  was  to  spend  besides  his  fixed 
hours  of  prayer,  those  hours  which,  by  command  of  the  Church, 
were  enjoined  the  clergy,  and  voluntarily  dedicated  to  devotion 
by  many  primitive  Christians,  I  say,  besides  those  hours,  this 
good  man  was  observed  to  spend  a  tenth  part  of  his  time  in 
Angling ;  and,  also,  for  I  have  conversed  with  those  which  have 
conversed  with  him,  to  bestow  a  tenth  part  of  his  revenue,  and 
usually  all  his  fish,  amongst  the  poor  that  inhabited  near  to  those 
rivers  in  which  it  was  caught ;  saying  often,  "  that  charity  gave 
life  to  religion  : "  and,  at  his  return  to  his  house,  would  praise 
God  he  had  spent  that  day  free  from  worldly  trouble;  both 
harmlessly,  and  in  a  recreation  that  became  a  Churchman.  And 
this  good  man  was  well  content,  if  not  desirous,  that  posterity 
should  know  he  was  an  Angler ;  as  may  appear  by  his  picture, 
now  to  be  seen,  and  carefully  kept,  in  Brazen-nose  College,  to 
which  he  was  a  liberal  benefactor.  In  which  picture  he  is  drawn, 
leaning  on  a  desk,  with  his  Bible  before  him  ;  and  on  one  hand 
of  him,  his  lines,  hooks,  and  other  tackling,  lying  in  a  round ; 
and   on  his  other  hand  are  his  Angle-rods  of  several  sorts  ;   and 

*  The  question  who  was  the  compiler  of  our  Church  Catechism  must,  I  fear,  be  reck- 
oned among  the  desiderata  of  our  ecclesiastical  history.  It  is  certain  that  Now  el  drew 
up  two  catechisms,  a  greater  and  a  less ;  the  latter  in  the  Title,  as  it  stands  in  the 
English  translation,  exptressly  directed  "  to  be  learned  of  allyouth,  next  after  the  little 
Catechisme  appo)rnted  in  the  Booke  of  Common  Prayer."  But,  besides  that  both  were 
originallv  written  in  Latin,  and  translated  by  other  hands,  the  lesser,  though  declared  to 
be  an  abridgment  of  the  greater,  was  at  least  twentv  times  longer  than  that  in  the 
Common  Prayer  Book.  And  whereas,  Walton  says,  that  in  the  reformation  of  Eliza- 
beth, the  then  Parliament  enioined  Nowel  to  make  a  Catechism,  &c,  and  that  he  made 
that  which  is  printed  in  our  old  Service-book,  the  catechism  in  question  k  to  be  found  in 
both  the  Liturgies  of  Edw.  VL  (the  first  whereof  was  set  forth  in  1549),  and  also  in  his 
Primer,  printed  in  1553 ;  and  Nowel  is  not  enumerated  amonjg  the  compilers  of  the 
Service-book.  Further,  both  the  Catechisms  of  Nowel  contam  the  doctrine  of  the 
sacraments ;  but  that  in  the  old  Service-book  is  silent  on  that  head,  and  so  continued, 
till,  upon  an  objection  of  the  Puritans  in  the  conference  at  Hampton  Court,  an  expla- 
nation  of  the  sacraments  was  drawn  up  byDr  John  Overall,  and  printed  in  the  next 
impression  of  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer.  It  may  further  be  remarked  that,  in  ^e 
conference  above  mentioned,  the  two  Catechisms  are  contradistingui^ed,  in  an 
expression  of  Dr  Reynolds ;  who  objected  that  the  Catechism  in  the  Common  Prayer 
Book  was  too  brief,  and  that  by  Dean  Nowel  too  loiig  for  novices  to  learn  by  heart. 
See  Fuller's  Ck.  Hist,  book  x.  p-ige  i^.  So  much  of  Walton's  assertion  as  respects  the 
sanction  given  to  a  catechism  of  Nowel  s  is  true ;  but  it  was  the  larger  catechism,  drawn 
up  at  the  request  of  Secretary  Cecil  and  other  great  persons,  that  was  so  approved,  and 
that  not  by  Parliament,  but  by  a  convocation  held  anno  156a,  temp.  Eli*,  see  Stiype's 
Life  »/ Archbishop  Parker,  902.  From  all  which  particulars  it  must  be  inferred  that 
Walton's  assertion  with  respect  to  the  Catechism  in  the  Service-bode,  i.e.,  the  Book  of 


to  be  the  Chiirch  Catechism  joined,  ordinarily  with  our  CommoD  PraycTi  he  also 
have  misunderstood  the  fact.— H. 


Common  Prayer,  is  a  mistake  ;  and  although  Strype,  in  his  Memorials,  voL  it  page  44^ 

concludes  a  catechism  of  Nowel's  f  mentioned  in  the  said  book,  page  368,  et  tm  ioc.  eit.) 
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by  them  this  is  written,  "that  he  died  13  Feb.  1601,  being 
aged  ninety- five  years,  forty-four  of  which  he  had  been  Dean  of 
St  Paul's  Church ;  and  that  his  age  neither  impaired  his  hearing, 
nor  dimmed  his  eyes,  nor  weakened  his  memory,  nor  made  any 
of  the  facuhies  of  his  mind  weak  or  useless."  *  It  is  said  that 
Angling  and  temperance  were  great  causes  of  these  blessings ; 
and  I  wish  the  like  to  all  that  imitate  him,  and  love  the  memory 
of  so  good  a  man. 

My  next  and  last  example  shall  be  that  undervaluer  of  money, 
the  late  Provost  of  Eton  College,  Sir  Henry  Wotton,+  a  man 
with  whom  I  have  often  fished  and  conversed,  a  man  whose 
foreign  employments  in  the  service  of  this  nation,  and  whose 
experience,  learning,  wit,  and  cheerfulness,  made  his  company  to 
be  esteemed  one  of  the  delights  of  mankind.  This  man,  whose 
very  approbation  of  Angling  were  sufficient  to  convince  any 
mojiest  censurer  of  it,  this  man  was  also  a  most  dear  lover,  and 
a  frequent  practiser  of  the  art  of  Angling ;  of  which  he  would  say, 
"  it  was  an  employment  for  his  idle  time,  which  was  then  not  idly 
spent ;  "  for  Angling  was,  after  tedious  study,  "  a  rest  to  his  mind, 
a  cheerer  of  his  spirits,  a  diverter  of  sadness,  a  calmer  of  unquiet 
thoughts,  a  moderator  of  passions,  a  procurer  of  contentedness ; 
and  that  it  begat  habits  of  peace  and  patience  in  those  that  pro- 
fessed and  practised  it."  Indeed,  my  friend,  you  will  find  Ang- 
ling to  be  like  the  virtue  of  humility,  which  has  a  calmness  of 
spirit,  and  a  world  of  other  blessings  attending  upon  it. 

Sir,  this  was  the  saying  of  that  learned  man.  And  I  do  easily 
believe  that  peace,  and  patience,  and  a  calm  content  did  cohabit 
in  the  cheerful  heart  of  Sir  Henry  Wotton,  because  I  know  that 
when  he  was  beyond  seventy  years  of  age,  he  made  this  descrip- 
tion of  a  part  of  the  present  pleasure  that  possessed  him,  as  he 
sat  quietly,  in  a  summer's  evening,  on  a  bank  a-fishing.  It  is  a 
description  of  the  spring ;  which,  because  it  glided  as  soft  and 


*  The  inscription  under  Dean  Nowel's  picture  at  Brazenose  Collect,  which  Walton 
tn&slatcd,  is 

"ALEXANDER  NOWELLUS,  Sacras  Theologiae  Professor, 

S.  PauU  Decanus,  obiit  23  Fcbr.  Anno  Dom.  x6oi.  R.R.  Eliz.  44. 

An.  Decanatus  4a.    iEtatis  suae  95 ;  cum  neaue  Oculi 

caligarent,  neque  Aures  obtusiores,  ne<}ue  Memoria 

innrmior,  neque  Animi  ullae  facultates  vict«e  essent. 

Piscator  Hominum." 

Tbeportrait  has  been  lately  engraved  in  Churton's  Li/e  of  NffW*U  8vo,  Oxford,  2809, 
T  Of  whom  see  an  account  in  tho  Life  qf  Walton, 
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sweetly  from  his  pen  as  that  river  does  at  this  time,  by  which  it 
was  then  made,  I  shall  repeat  it  imto  you  :• — 

This  day  dame  Nature*  seem'd  in  love ; 
The  luxtjr  sap  began  to  move  ; 
Fresh'  juice  did  stir  th*  embracing  vines ; 
And  birds  had  drawn  their  valentines. 

The  jealoos  trout,  that  low  did  He, 
Rose  at  a  well-dissembled  flv ; 
There  stood  my  Friend,  with  patient  skillt 
Attending  of  his  tremblmg  quuL 

Already  were  the  eves  possest 
With  the  swift  pilgrim's  daubed  nest ; 
The  groves  already  did  rejoice, 
In  Pmlomel's  triumphing  voice : 

The  showers  were  short,  the  weather  mild* 
The  morning  fresh,  the  evening  smil'd. 
Joan  takes  her  neat-rubb'd  pail,  and  now. 
She  trips  to  milk  the  sand-red  cow ; 

Where,  for  some  sturdy  football  swain, 
Joan  strokes  a  syllabub  or  twain. 
The  fields  and  gardens  were  beset 
With  tulips,  crocus,  violet ; 

And  now,  thoueh  late,  the  modest  rose 
Did  more  than  half  a  blush  disclose. 
Thus  all  looks'  gay,  and  *  full  of  cheer. 
To  welcome  the  new-Uvery'd  year. 

These  were  the  thoughts  that  then  possessed  the  undisturbed 
mind  of  Sir  Henry  Wotton.  Will  you  hear  the  wish  of  another 
Angler,  and  the  commendation  of  his  happy  life,  which  he  also 
sings  in  verse  :  viz.,  Jo.  Davors,  Esq.  ?  * 

VARIATIONS. 

•  These  verses  occur  in  every  edition  of  the  Angler  exactly  as  they  are  here  printed, 
but  the  following  variations  exist  between  them  and  the  copy  printed  by  Wotton  in  his 
ReliquuB  tVottoniafut^  p.  384,  where  they  are  entitled,  "  On  a  Bank  as  I  sate  a  Fishing ; 
a  Description  of  the  Spnng." 

*  And  now  all  Nature.  ■  New.  »  look'd. 

*  all.    It  can  scarcely  be  doubted  that  the  "Friend  "  alluded  to  was  Izaak  Walton. 

•  Tohn  Davors,  Esq.,  was  the  author  of  a  poem  entitled  the  Secrets  of  AttgUn^f 
teacning  the  choicest  tools^  baitSy  and  seasons  for  the  taking  of  any  Fish  in  fond  er 
rtver^  practised  and  familiarly  opened  in  three  books,  by  y.  D.,  Esquire^  zamo,  1613, 
augmented  with  many  approved  experiments,  by  W.  Lauson,  and  reprinted  in  1653. 
Again  reprinted  from  that  edition  by  Triphook  in  181 1.  The  verses  in  the  text  have 
been  collated  with  the  reprint,  and  the  most  important  v;«riations  are  shown  in  the  notes. 
The  work  was,  however,  entered  on  the  books  of  the  Stationers'  Company  as  the  pro- 
duction of  John  Dennys,  Esq.  "1612,  ^\  Martii.  Mr  Roger  Jackson  entredforhis 
copie  under  thands  of  Mr  Mason  and  Mr  Warden  Hooper,  a  booke  called  the  Secrete  of 
Angling,  teaching  the  choycest  tooles,  bates,  and  seasons  for  the  taking  of  any  Fish  in 
any  pond  or  river,  practised  and  opened  in  three  bookes,  by  John  Dennvs,  Enquire." 
It  was  dedicated  to  John  Harboone,  of  Tackley  in  Oxfordshire,  Esq.,  by  "R.  I.,"  who 
sutes  in  the  dedication  that  the  author  was  dead.  Fourteen  lines  '*  in  due  praise 
of  his  praiseworthy  skill  and  work,"  signed  "  Jo.  Daves,"  are  prefixed. 
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Lei  me  lire  hannleasly,  and  near  the  Wnk 

Of  Trent  or  Atoo  have  a  dweUing-piace : » 
Where  I  may  see  my  quill,  or  cork,  downsink 

With  eager  bite  of  Perch,  or  Bkak,  or  Da«  ;• 
And  on  the  worid  and  my'  Creator  think: 

Whilst  some  men  strive  iU-^otten  goods  r  emorace  \^ 
And  others  spend  their  time  m  base  excess 
Of  wine,  or  worse,  in  war  and  wantonness. 
Let  them  that  lUt,  these  pastimes  stfll  •  pw^*. 

And  on  such »  pleasing  fancies  feed  their  hU ; 
So  I  the  fields  and  meadows  green  may  T»ew, 

And  daily  by  fresh  nveis  walk  at  will,* 
Among  the  daisies  and  the  violets  blue. 

Red  hyadnth,  and  yellow  dafiTodtl,  * 

Purple  Narcissus  like  the  morning  rays, 
PsUe  gander-grass,'  and  axure  culrer-key*. 
I  count  it  higher*  pleasure  to  behold 

The  stately*  compass  of  the  loft^r  »ky ; 
And  in  the  midst  thereof,  like  burning  gold. 

The  flaming  chariot  of  the  worlds  great  eye : 
The  watery  douds  that  in  the  air  up-roird 

With  sundry  kinds  of  painted  coloors  fly ; 
And  fur  Aurora,  lifting  up  her  head. 
Still  •  blushing,  rise  from  old  lithonus*  bed. 
The  hills  and  mountains  rsised  firom  the  ptams. 

The  plains  extended  level  with  the  ground. 
The  grounds  divided  into  sundry  veins. 

The  reins  indos'd  with  rivers  running' round : 
These  »  rivers  making  way  through  nature  s  chams. 

With  headlong  course,  into  the  sea  profound ; 
The  raging  •  sea,  beneath  the  vallies  low, 
Where  lakes,  and  rills,  and  rivulcU  do  flow : » 

The  lofty  woods,  the  forests  wide  and  long, 

Adorned  with  leaves  and  branches  fresh  and  green. 
In  whose  cool  bowers  the  birds  with  many  a  song,« 

Do  welcome  with  their  quire  the  summer's  Queen  ; 
The  meadows  fair,  where  Flora's  gifts,  among 

Arc  intermixt,  with*  verdant  grass  between ; 
The  silver-scaled  fish  that  softly  swim 
Within  the  sweet  brook's  crystal,  watery  stream.* 
All  these,  and  many  more  of  his  creation 

That  made  the  heavens,  the  Angler  oft  doth  see ; 
Taking*  therem  no  little  delecution. 

To  think  how  strange,  now  wonderful  they  be : 
Framing  thereof  an  inward  contemplation 

To  set  his  heart  from  «  other  fandes  free : 
And  whUst  he  looks  on  these  with  joyful  eye, 
His  mind  is  rapt  above  the  starry  sky. 


.1 


VARIATIONS. 


ft  Oh,  let  me  rather  on  the  pleasant  brink 
Of  Tyne  and  Trent  possess  some  dwelling-place. 
6  With  eager  bite  of  Barbd,  Bleak,  or  Dace. 
7  hia.  8  While  they  proud  Thais  painted  sheet  embrace. 

And  with  the  fume  of  strong  tobacco's  smoke, 
All  quaffing  round  are  ready  for  to  choke. 

•  then.  1  their.  ^     .  „  m 

«  And  by  the  nvers  fresh  may  walk  at  will, 
'ganderglaa.  *  better.  f  Jf^'y-  !      Lw 

'Smninl  rivers.  »  l-^e.         ^     ,      ,    ^  »  surging. 

»  The  vallies  sweet,  and  lakes  that  lovely  flow. 

>  In  whose  cool  brows  the  birds  with  chanting  song. 

•  the.  *  Within  the  brooks  and  crystal  wat'ry  brim. 

•  And  takes.  *  lus  ihoughu  on. 
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Sir,  I  am  glad  my  memory  has  not  lost  these  last  verses, 
because  they  are  somewhat  more  pleasant  and  more  suitable  to 
May-day  than  my  harsh  discourse.  And  I  am  glad  your  patience 
hath  held  out  so  long  as  to  hear  them  and  me,  for  both  together 
have  brought  us  within  the  sight  of  the  Thatched  House.*  And 
I  must  be  your  debtor,  if  you  think  it  worth  your  attention,  for  the 
rest  of  my  promised  discourse,  till  some  other  opportimity,  and  a 
like  time  of  leisure. 

Venator.  Sir,  you  have  angled  me  on  with  much  pleasure  to 
the  Thatched  House  ;  and  I  now  find  your  words  true,  "  that  good 
company  makes  the  way  seem  short ;  "  for  trust  me,  Sir,  I  thought 
we  had  wanted  three  miles  of  this  house,  till  you  showed  it  to  me. 
But  now  we  are  at  it,  well  turn  into  it,  and  refresh  ourselves  with 
a  cup  of  drink  and  a  little  rest 

PiSCATOR.  Most  gladly,  Sir,  and  we'll  drink  a  civil  cup  to  all 
the  Otter-hunters  t  that  are  to  meet  you  to-morrow. 

Venator.  That  we  will.  Sir,  and  to  all  the  lovers  of  Angling 
too,  of  which  number  I  am  now  willing  to  be  one  myself ;  for,  by 
the  help  of  your  good  discourse  and  company,  I  have  put  on  new 
thoughts,  both  of  the  art  of  Angling  and  of  all  that  profess  it ;  and 
if  you  will  but  meet  me  to-morrow  at  the  time  and  place  appointed, 
and  bestow  one  day  with  me  and  my  friends  in  hunting  the  Otter, 
I  will  dedicate  the  next  two  days  to  wait  upon  you  ;  and  we  too 
will,  for  that  time,  do  nothing  but  angle,  and  talk  offish  and  fishing. 

PiSCATOR.  It  is  a  match,  Sir,  I  will  not  fail  you,  God  willing, 
to  be  at  Amwell  Hill  J  to-morrow  morning  before  sunrising. 

•  In  the  first  edition  Piscator  says,  "  I  know  the  Thatched  Hou^  well,  I  oftett 
make  it  my  resting-place,  and  taste  a  cup  of  ale  there,  for  which  liquor  that  place  n  rery 
remarkable." 

t  In  the  Whitehall  Evening  Post,  in  May  1760*  appeared  the  following  advertisement: 
"  To  be  disposed  of,  at  Barton  under  Needwood,  near  Litchfield.  Staffordshire,  Otter 
Hounds,  exceeding  staunch,  and  thoroughljr  well  trained  to  the  hunting  of  this  anima'' 
The  pack  consists  of  nine  couple  and  a  terrier,  and  are  esteemed  to  be  as  good,  if  not 
the  best  hounds  in  the  kingdom.  In  the  winter  season  they  hunt  the  hare,  except  about 
two  couple  and  a  half  that  are  trained  to  the  Otter  only  ;  but  there  are  about  two  couple 
of  harriers,  that  have  never  been  entered  at  the  Otter,  which  will  go  with  the  rest ;  oc- 
sides  three  couple  of  year-old  hounds,  now  fit  to  enter  at  either  or  both  :  and  one  couple 
of  whelps,  ready  to  go  to  walks.  The  greatest  part  of  them  are  the  blood  of  as  high 
breed  a  fox  hound  as  any  in  England.  The  proprietor  disposes  of  them  for  the  two 
following  reajions  only :  first,  because  all  the  Otters,  except  about  three  or  four,  are 
killed  within  this  hunt,  which  consists  of  all  the  rivers  in  this  county  (except  the  Do'*' 
where  Otters  are  not  to  be  killed  with  hounds),  Leicestershire,  and  Warwickshire  ;  but 
more  especially  because  the  proprietor  finds  himself  too  infirm  to  follow  them.  None 
but  principals  will  be  treated  with.  Direct  to  Walter  Biddulph,  of  Barton,  aforeiajd, 
Esq.,  by  whom  all  letters  from  principals  will  be  duly  answered. 

*^N.B.  Mr  Biddulph  has  killed  within  these  last  six  year*  with  these  hounds,  above 
Burton  upon  Trent  only,  seventy-four  Otters.  There  are  six  spears  to  be  disposed  of 
with  the  hounds." 

t  Now  called  Amwellbiu^.  This  beautiful  village  is  the  subject  of  a  poem,  by  John 
Scotti  Esq.,  8vo,  178a,  in  which  Walton  is  thtis  alluded  to: — 
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*'  It  little  yields 
Of  interestiog  act,  to  swell  the  page 
Of  history  or  song  ;  yet  much  the  soul 
Its  sweet  simplicity  delights,  and  oft 
From  noise  of  busy  towns,  to  fields  and  groves. 
The  Muse's  sons  hzve  fled  to  find  repose. 
Fam'd  Walton,  erst,  the  ingenious  fisher  swain. 
Oft  our  fair  haunts  explored  ;  upon  Lea's  shore 
Beneath  some  green  tree  oft  his  an^le  JAid, 
His  sport  suspending  to  admire  their  channs."— P.  8a 
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CHAPTER    II. 

PISCATOR   AND   VENATOR, 

VENATOR.  My  friend  Piscator,  you  have  kept  time  with  my 
thoughts  ;  for  the  sun  is  just  rising,  and  I  myself  just  now 
On  the  Otter  come  to  this  place,  and  the  dogs  have  just  now 
and  the  Chub,  put  down  an  Otter.  Look !  down  at  the  bottom 
of  the  hill  there,  in  that  meadow,  chequered  with  water-lilies  and 
lady-smocks ;  there  you  may  see  what  work  they  make  ;  look !  look ! 
you  may  see  all  busy  ;  men  and  dogs  :  dogs  and  men  ;  all  busy. 

Piscator.  Sir,  1  am  right  glad  to  meet  you,  and  glad  to  have 
so  fair  an  entrance  into  this  da/s  sport,  and  glad  to  see  so  many 
dogs,  and  more  men,  all  in  pursuit  of  the  Otter.  Let  us  compli- 
ment no  longer,  but  join  unto  them.  Come,  honest  Venator,  let 
us  be  gone,  let  us  make  haste ;  I  long  to  be  doing ;  no  reasonable 
hedge  or  ditch  shall  hold  me. 

Venator.     Gentleman  Huntsman,  where  found  you  this  Otter  ? 

Huntsman.  Many,  Sir,  we  found  her  a  mile  from  this  place, 
a-fishing.  She  has  this  morning  eaten  the  greatest  part  of  this 
Trout ;  she  has  only  left  thus  much  of  it  as  you  see,  and  was 
fishing  for  more ;  when  we  came  we  found  her  just  at  it  :  but  we 
were  here  very  early,  we  were  here  an  hour  before  sunrise,  and 
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have  given  her  no  rest  since  we  came ;  sure  she  will  hardly  escape 
all  these  dogs  and  men.     I  am  to  have  the  skin  if  we  kill  her. 

Venator.     Why,  Sir,  what  is  the  skin  worth  ? 

HxmTSMAN.  It  is  worth  ten  shillings  to  make  gloves;  the 
gloves  of  an  Otter  are  the  best  fortification  for  your  hands  that 
can  be  thought  on  against  wet  weather. 

PiSCATOR.  I  pray,  honest  Huntsman,  let  me  ask  you  a  pleasant 
question  :  do  you  hunt  a  beast  or  a  fish  ? 

Huntsman.  Sir,  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  resolve  you  ;  I 
leave  it  to  be  resolved  by  the  college  of  Carthusians,  who  have 
made  vows  never  to  eat  flesh.  But,  I  have  heard,  the  question 
hath  been  debated  among  many  great  clerks,  and  they  seem  to 
differ  about  it ;  yet  most  agree  that  her  tail  is  fish  :  and  if  her 
body  be  fish  too,  then  I  may  say  that  a  fish  will  walk  upon  land  : 
for  an  Otter  does  so  sometimes,  five  or  six  or  ten  miles  in  a  night, 
to  catch  for  her  young  ones,  or  to  glut  herself  with  fish.  And  I 
can  tell  you  that  Pigeons  will  fly  forty  miles  for  a  breakfast :  but, 
Sir,  I  am  sure  the  Otter  devours  much  fish,  and  kills  and  spoils 
much  more  than  he  eats.  And  I  can  tell  you  that  this  dog-fisher, 
for  so  the  Latins  call  him,  can  smell  a  fish  in  the  water  a  hundred 
yards  from  him  :  Gesner  says  much  farther  :  and  that  his  stones 
are  good  against  the  falling  sickness  ;  and  that  there  is  an  herb, 
Benione,  which,  being  hung  in  a  linen  cloth  near  a  fish-pond,  or 
any  haunt  that  he  uses,  makes  him  to  avoid  the  place ;  which 
proves  he  smells  both  by  water  and  land.  And,  I  can  tell  you, 
there  is  brave  hunting  this  water-dog  in  Cornwall ;  *  where  there 
have  been  so  many,  that  our  learned  Camden  says  there  is  a  river 
called  Ottersey,  which  was  so  named  by  reason  of  the  abundance 
of  Otters  that  bred  and  fed  in  it. 

And  thus  much  for  my  knowledge  of  the  Otter;  which  you 
may  now  see  above  water  at  vent,  and  the  dogs  close  with  him  ; 
I  now  see  he  will  not  last  long.  Follow,  therefore,  my  masters* 
follow ;  for  Sweetlips  was  like  to  have  him  at  this  last  vent. 

Venator.  Oh  me  1  all  the  horse  are  got  over  the  river, 
what  shall  we  do  now  ?  shall  we  follow  them  over  the  water  ? 

Huntsman.  No,  Sir,  no  ;  be  not  so  eager ;  stay  a  little, 
and  follow  me  ;  for  both  they  and  the  dogs  will  be  suddenly  on 
this  side  again,  I  warrant  you,  and  the  Otter  too,  it  may  be. 
Now  have  at  him  with  Kilbuck,  for  he  vents  again. 

♦  In  Devonshire.  The  River  Ottersey  is  thus  noticed  in  Couch's  edition  of  Otmden*M 
BritoMHta:  **  More  eastward  the  Ottercy  (q.d.,  the  Otter's  nvcr)  falls  into  the  sea, 
passing  by  Honiton." — ^Vol  i.  p.  29.  Though  pointed  cut  by  Mr  Moses  Browne,  the 
error  is  not  noticed  by  subsequent  editors. 
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Venator.  Marry  !  so  he  does ;  for,  look !  he  vents  in  that 
corner.  Now,  now,  Ringwood  has  him :  now,  he  is  gone  again, 
and  has  bit  the  poor  dog.  Now  SweetUps  has  her ;  hold  her, 
Sweetlips  !  now  all  the  dogs  have  her ;  some  above  and  some 
under  water :  but,  now,  now  she  is  tired,  and  past  losing.  Come 
bring  her  to  me,  Sweetlips.  Look !  it  is  a  Bitch-otter,  and  she 
has  lately  whelp'd.  Let's  go  to  the  place  where  she  was  put 
down  ;  and  not  far  from  it,  you  will  find  all  her  young  ones,  I 
dare  warrant  you,  and  kill  them  all  too. 

Huntsman.  Come,  Gentlemen  !  come,  all !  lefs  go  to  the 
place  where  we  put  down  the  Otter.  Look  you  !  hereabout  it 
was  that  she  kenneled ;  look  you  !  here  it  was  indeed  ;  for  here's 
her  young  ones,  no  less  than  five  :  come,  let  us  kill  them  all 

PiSCATOR.  No  :  I  pray.  Sir,  save  me  one,  and  111  try  if  I 
can  make  her  tame,  as  I  know  an  ingenious  gentleman  in 
Leicestershire,  Mr  Nich.  Segrave,*  has  done ;  who  hath  not  only 
made  her  tame,  but  to  catch  fish,t  and  do  many  other  things  of 
much  pleasure. 

Huntsman.  Take  one  with  all  my  heart ;  but  let  us  kill  the 
rest.  And  now  lef s  go  to  an  honest  alehouse,  where  we  may 
have  a  cup  of  good  barley  wine,  and  sing  "  Old  Rose,"  J  and  all  of 
us  rejoice  together. 

Venator.  Come,  my  friend  Piscator,  let  me  invite  you  along 
with  us.  I'll  bear  your  charges  this  night,  and  you  shall  bear 
mine  to-morrow ;  for  my  intention  is  to  accompany  you  a  day  or 
two  in  fishing. 

Piscator.  Sir,  your  request  is  granted ;  and  I  shall  be  right  glad 
both  to  exchange  such  a  courtesy,  and  also  to  enjoy  your  company. 

*  Charles  Segrave  of  Scalford  id  Leicestershire,  Esq.,  who  was  liviDg  in  x6o6,  left  issue, 
by  Alice  his  wife,  daughter  of  John  Flower  of  Whitwell,  in  the  county  of  Rutland,  four 
sons,  the  fourth  of  which  was  named  Nicholas^  and  who  was  probably  the  person  ineo- 
tioned  in  the  text.     Nichols'  LeictiUrshire^  vol.  ii.  part  L  p.  314. 


\  Duncombe,  in  his  translation  of  Vanier,  says — 
If  you  should  find  the  yoiuif;:  01 
In  th'  absence  of  the  dam.  the  tender  prey. 


If  you  should  find  the  yoimf;:  ones,  steal  away, 
In  th'  absence  of  the  dam.  the  tender  prey. 
And  by  his  youthful  years  yet  pliant,  breed 


The  gentle  otter  to  the  fishing  trade ; 
For  when  suspended  in  the  stream  you  place 
Your  flaxen  snares,  to  catch  the  finny  race. 
He  will  explore  each  cavern  and  retreat, 
And  rouse  the  fish,  and  hunt  them  to  the  net. — Eu.  H. 
t  The  song  alluded  to  was  the  following.    It  was  inserted  in  Dr  Harington's  ColIecti<Hi 
from  a  publication  temp.  Charles  I. 
Now  we're  met  like  jovial  fellows.  When  the  jowl  with  claret  glows. 

Let  us  do  as  wise  men  tell  us,  And  wisdom  shines  upon  the  nose. 

Sing  Old  Rose  and  burn  the  bellows  ;  O  then  is  the  time  to  sing  Oid  Rose, 

Let  us  do  as  wise  men  tell  uS}  And  bum,  bum,  the  bellows, 

Sing,  &C.  The  bellows,  and  bum,  burn,  the  bellows, 

the  bellows. 
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CHAPTER  II.  TO  CHAPTER  IV. 

PISCATOR   AND   VENATOR. 

VENATOR.     Well,  now  let's  go  to  your  sport  of  Angling. 
PiscATOR.     Let's  be  going,^  with  all  my  heart.     God  keep 
you  ally  Gentlemen ;  and  send  you  meet,  this  day,  with  another 
Bitch-otter,  and  kill  her  merrily,  and  all  her  young  ones  too. 

Venator.     Now,  Piscator,  where  will  you  begin  to  fish  ? 

PiscATOR.  We  are  not  yet  come  to  a  likely  place ;  I  must 
valk  a  mile  further  yet  before  I  begin. 

Venator.  Well  then,  I  pray,  as  we  walk,  tell  me  freely,  how 
do  you  like  your  lodging,  and  mine  host  '  and  the  company  ?  Is 
not  mine  host  a  witty  man  ? 

3  Piscator.  Sir,  I  will  tell  you,  presently,  what  I  think  of 
your  host :  but,  first,  I  will  tell  you,  I  am  glad  these  Otters  were 
killed ;  *  and  I  am  sorry  there  are  no  more  Otter-killers ;   for 

VARIATIONS. 

•  Well  now  let's  be  going. — ist  and  ad  edit. 

•  Tell  me  freely  how  do  you  like  mine  host. — Till  ^th  tdit. 

•  In  theyfrr/  editloD  Piscator's  reply  commences  with  :— 

Sir,  to  speak  truly,  hr  is  not  to  me ;  for  most  of  his  conceits  were  either,  &c. 

*  Gay  has  thns  alluded  to  the  Otter  \-~ 

**  Would  you  preserve  a  mim'rous  finny  race? 
Let  your  fierce  dogs  the  raVnous  Otter  chase, 


Digitized 


by  Google 


62  THE  COMPLETE  ANGLER,  [part  l 

I  know  *  that  the  want  of  Otter-killers,  and  the  not  keeping  the 
fence-months  for  the  preservation  of  fish,  will,  in  time,  prove  the 
destruction  of  all  rivers.  And  those  very  few  that  are  left,  that 
make  conscience  of  the  laws  of  the  nation,  and  of  keeping  days 
of  abstinence,  will  be  forced  to  eat  flesh,  or  suffer  more  incon- 
veniences than  are  yet  foreseen. 

Venator.  Why,  Sir,  what  be  those  that  you  call  the  fence- 
months  ? 

PiSCATOR.  Sir,  they  be  principally  three,  namely,  March, 
April,  and  May  :  for  these  be  the  usual  months  that  Salmon  come 
out  of  the  sea  to  spawn  in  most  fresh  rivers.  And  their  fry  would, 
about  a  certain  time,  return  back  to  the  salt  water,  if  they  were 
not  hindered  by  weirs  and  unlawful  gins,  which  the  greedy  fisher- 
men set,  and  so  destroy  them  by  thousands ;  as  they  would,  being 
so  taught  by  nature,  change  the  fresh  for  salt  water.  He  that 
shall  view  the  wise  Statutes  made  in  the  13th  of  Edward  the 
First,*  and  the  like  in  Richard  the  Second,t  may  see  several 

Variation.]    *  I  may  tell  you.— 1*/  and  ^  edit, 

Th'  amphibiotis  monster  ranges  all  the  shores. 
Darts  thro'  the  waves,  and  ev'ry  haunt  explores ; 
Or  let  the  gin  his  rovinjf  steps  betray. 
And  save  from  hostile  jaws  the  scaly  prey." 

•  The  statute  of  the  13th  Edw.  I.  cap.  47,  is  as  follows:  "It  is  provided.  That  the 
waters  of  H umber,  Ouse,  Trent,  Dove,  Arrc,  Derewent,  Wherfe,  Nid,  Yare,  Swale, 
Tese.  and  all  other  waters  (wherein  salmons  be  taken  within  the  kingdom),  shall  be  in 
defence  for  taking  salmons  from  the  Nativity  of  our  Lady  unto  St  Martin's  Day  :  and 
that  likewise  young  salmon  shall  not  be  taken  nor  destroyed  by  nets,  nor  by  other 
engine,  at  millpools,  from  the  midst  of  April  unto  the  Nativity  of  St  John  the  Baptist. 
And  in  pjaces  where  such  rivers  be,  there  shall  be  assigned  overseers  of  this  statute, 
which  being  sworn,  shall  oftentimes  see  and  enquire  of  the  o/Tenders  ;  and  for  di«  first 
trespass,  they  shall  be  punished  by  burning  of  their  nets  and  engines ;  and  for  the 
second  time,  they  shall  have  imprisonment  for  a  quarter  of  a  year ;  and  for  the  third 
trespass,  the^  shall  be  imprisoned  a  whole  year ;  and  as  their  trespass  increaseth,  so 
shall  the  pimishment." 

t  The  sutute  referred  to  was  enacted  in  the  X3th  year  of  the  rei^  of  Richard  the 
Second,  cap.  19,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy  :  *'  Item,  Whereas  it  is  contained  in 
the  Statute  of  Westminster  the  Second,  that  yotug  salmons  shall  not  be  taken  nor 
destroyed  by  nets,  nor  by  other  engines,  at  milldams,  from  the  midst  of  April  till  the 
Nativity  of  St  John  the  Baptist,  upon  a  certain  pain  limited  in  the  same  statute ;"  '  it  is 
accorded  and  assented.  That  the  said  statute  be  firmly  holdcn  and  kept,  joyning  to  the 
tame,  that  young  salmons  shall  not  be  taken,  during  the  said  time,  at  milldams,  nor  in 
other  places  upon  the  same  pain.  And  that  no  fisher,  or  garth-man,  nor  any  other,  of 
what  estate  or  condition  that  he  be,  shall  from  henceforth  put  in  the  waters  of  Thamiae, 
Humber,  Ouse,  Trent,  nor  any  other  waters  of  the  realm  by  the  said  lime,  nor  in  other 
time  of  the  year,  any  nets  called  stalkers,  nor  other  nets  nor  engines  whatsoever  they  be, 
by  which  the  fry  or  the  breed  of  the  salmons,  lampreys,  or  any  other  fish,  may  in  any 
wise  be  taken  or  destroyed,  upon  the  pain  aforesaid.'  '*  And  also  where  It  is  contained 
in  the  same  statute,  that  all  the  waters  in  the  which  salmons  be  taken  within  the  realm, 
shall  be  put  in  defence  as  to  the  taking  of  salmons,  from  the  Day  of  the  Nativity  of  our 
Lady,  until  St  Martin's  Day  : "  *  it  is  ordained  and  assented,  that  the  waters  of  Low, 
Wyre,  Mersee,  Rybbyl,  and  all  other  waters  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  be  put  in 
defence,  as  to  uie  taking  of  salmons,  from  Michaelmas  Day  to  the  Purification  of  our 
Lady,  and  in  no  other  time  of  the  year,  because  that  sahnons  be  not  seasonable  in  the 
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provisions  made  against  the  destruction  of  fish  :  and  though  I 
profess  no  knowledge  of  the  law,  yet  I  am  sure  the  regulation  of 
these  defects  might  be  easily  mended.  But  I  remember  that  a 
wise  friend  of  mine  did  usually  say,  "  That  which  is  everybody's 
business  is  nobod/s  business  : "  if  it  were  otherwise,  there  could 
not  be  so  many  nets  and  fish,  that  are  under  the  statute  size,  sold 
daily  amongst  us ;  and  of  which  the  conservators  of  the  waters 
should  be  ashamed.* 

But,  above  all,  the  taking  fish  in  spawning-time  may  be  said  to 
be  against  nature  :  it  is  like  taking  the  dam  on  the  nest  when  she 
hatches  her  young,  a  sin  so  against  nature  that  Almighty  God 
hath  in  the  Levitical  law  made  a  law  against  itf 

But  the  poor  fish  have  enemies  enough  besides  such  unnatural 
fishermen  ;  as,  namely,  the  Otters  that  I  spake  of,  the  Cormorant, 
the  Bittern,  the  Osprey,  the  Seagull,  the  Hern,  the  King-fisher, 
the  Gorara,  the  Puet,  the  Swan,  Goose,  Duck,  and  the  Craber, 
which  some  call  the  Water-rat  :  against  sdl  which  any  honest  man 
may  make  a  just  quarrel,  but  I  will  not ;  I  will  leave  them  to  be 
quarrelled  with  and  killed  by  others,  for  I  am  not  of  a  cruel  nature, 
I  love  to  kill  nothing  but  fish. 

And,  now,  to  your  question  concerning  your  host.  To  speak 
truly,  he  is  not  to  me  a  good  companion,  fpr  most  of  his  conceits 
were  either  Scripture  jests,  or  lascivious  jests  ;  for  which  I  count 
no  man  witty :  for  the  devil  will  help  a  man,  that  way  inclined,  to 
the  first ;  and  his  own  corrupt  nature,  which  he  always  carries 
with  him,  to  the  latter.     But  a  companion  that  feasts  the  company 

Kud  waters  io  the  time  aforesaid.  And  in  the  parts  where  such  rivers  be,  there  shall  be 
assigned  and  sworn  Spod  and  sufficient  conservators  of  this  statute,  as  it  is  ordained  in 
the  said  Statute  of  Westminster,  and  that  they  shall  punish  the  offenders  after  the  pain 
contained  in  the  same  statute,  without  any  favour  thereof  to  be  showed.' 

By  Sutute  17  Rich.  II.  c  9,  all  justices  of  the  peace  were  constituted  conservators  of 
the  Stat  X3  Edw.  I.,  with  power  to  appoint  under-conservators  ;  and  the  lord  mayor  wan 
appointed  conservator  of  that  sUtute  in  the  Thames.  Various  statutes  have  since  been 
enacted  for  preserving  the  spawn  and  fry  of  fish.  See  Indix  to  the  Statutes  at  Large^ 
articles  "  Fish,**  "  SaOmon,"  and  "  Rivers." 

In  the  8  Rich.  II.,  1384,  the  Commons  complained  that  in  the  Thames,  Medway.  and 
«ther  great  rivers,  there  was  an  abundance  of  the  fry  of  fish,  that  is  to  say,  of  "  Troutcs, 
Samons,  Pykes.  Roches,  Barbils,"  and  other  fish,  which  fry,  if  jweserved,  would  pro- 
duce great  profit  to  the  lords  and  commons  of  the  land  ;  but  that  diverse  persons  dwell- 
ing near  those  rivers,  took  the  fry  with  their  "  subtiU  reetz,"  and  other  "^subtils  instr^ 
ments,**  and  sold  it  as  food  for  pigs  for  a  penny  a  bushel,  and  sometimes  for  six  eggs  a 
bushel  They  therefore  prayed  that  no  fish  might  be  taken  with  any  net  unless  the 
mesh  was  of  the  sixe  ordained  by  the  former  statute.  The  king  commanded  that  the 
said  statute  should  be  kept  and  put  in  due  execution.    Rot.  Pari.  vol.  iil  p.  200. 

*  See  note  to  page  63. 

t  The  command  alluded  to  occurs  in  Deuteronomy,  chap.  xxii.  ver.  6  and  7 :  **  If  a 
wrd's  nest  chance  to  be  before  thee  in  the  way  in  any  tree,  or  on  the  ground,  whether 
they  be  young  ones,  or  eggs,  and  the  dam  sitting  upon  the  young,  or  upon  the  eggs, 
thou  shait  not  take  the  dam  with  the  young :  but  thou  shalt  in  any  wise  let  the  dam  go, 
and  take  the  young  to  thee ;  that  it  may  be  well  with  thee,  and  that  thou  mayett  pro- 
long thy  days." 
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with  wit  and  mirth,  and  leaves  out  the  sin  which  is  usually  mixed 
with  them,  he  is  the  man  ;  and  indeed  such  a  companion  should 
have  his  charges  borne  ;  and  to  such  company  I  hope  to  bring 
you  this  night  ;  for  at  Trout-hall,  not  far  from  this  place,  where  I 
purpose  to  lodge  to-night,*  there  is  usually  an  Angler  that  proves 
good  company.  And  let  me  tell  you,  good  company  and  good 
discourse  are  the  very  sinews  of  virtue.  But  for  such  discourse 
as  we  heard  last  night,  it  infects  others  :  the  very  boys  will  learn 
to  talk  and  swear,  as  they  heard  mine  host,  and  another  of  the 
company  that  shall  be  nameless.  I  am  sorry  the  other  is  a 
gentleman,  for  less  religion  will  not  save  their  souls  than  a 
beggar's  :  I  think  more  will  be  required  at  the  last  great  day. 
Well  I  you  know  what  example  is  able  to  do  ;  and  I  know  what 
the  poet  says  in  the  like  case,  which  is  worthy  to  be  noted  by  all 
parents  and  people  of  civility  :  * — 

Many  a  one 
Owes  to  his  country  his  religion ; 
And  in  another,  would  as  strongly  grow, 
Had  but  his  nurse  or  mother  taught  him  so. 

This  is  reason  put  into  verse,  and  worthy  the  consideration  of  a 
wise  man.  But  of  this  no  more  ;  for  though  I  love  civility,  yet  1 
hate  severe  censures.  Til  to  my  own  art ;  and  I  doubt  not  but 
at  yonder  tree  I  shall  catch  a  Chub  :  and  then  well  turn  to  an 
honest  cleanly  hostess,  that  I  know  right  well;  rest  ourselves 
there  ;  and  dress  it  for  our  dinner. 

Venator.  Oh,  Sir  I  a  Chub  is  the  worst  fish  that  swims  ;  I 
hoped  for  a  Trout  to  my  dinner. 

PiSCATOR.  Trust  me,  Sir,  there  is  not  a  likely  place  for  a  Trout 
hereabout :  and  we  stayed  so  long  to  take  our  leave  of  your  hunts- 

VARIATION. 

»  But  for  such  discourse  as  we  heard  last  night,  it  infects  others :  the  very  boy*  will 
learn  to  talk  and  swear  as  they  heard  mine  host,  and  another  of  the  company  that  shall 
be  nameless,  [*'I  am  sorry  the  other  is  a  gentleman" — *'  at  the  last  great  day**]  well, 
you  know  what  example  is  able  to  do,  and  I  know  what  the  poet  says  in  the  uks  case^ 
which  i*  worthy  to  bo  notod  by  ail  parents  and  ^opl*  t^f  civility.'-' 

Many  a  one,  &c 
\tt  odit.i  the  words  in  italic  were  added  to  the  2d,  and  those  b  brackets  to  the  3^  odil. 


♦  Trout- hall  was  probably  a  name  |tiven  by  Anglers  to  some  little  inn  which  they  were 
in  the  habit  of  frequenting,' and  possibly  the  sign  was  a  Trout.  Piscator  did  not,  how> 
ever,  fulfil  his  intention  of  slcepmg  at  Trout-hail,  because  we  find  that  his  scholar  and 
himself  returned  and  slept  at  the  alehouse  where  they  dined,  and  which  it  would  appear 
from  his  conversation  with  the  milkwoman,  was  called  BUnk-hnlL  The  cause  of  this 
alteration  in  his  plan,  Piscator  seems  to  explain  to  Venator,  in  a  subsequent  page,  wber« 
be  says  they  would  eat  the  trout  he  had  caught  for  supper,  and  would  go  to  ha  hostess 
from  whence  they  came,  [because]  "on  going  out  01  the  door,  she  told  him  that  his 
brother  Peter  and  «  cheerful  companion  had  sent  word  they  would  lodge  then  that 
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men  this  morning,  that  the  sun  is  got  so  high,  and  shines  so  clear, 
that  I  will  not  undertake  the  catching  of  a  Trout  till  evening.  And 
though  a  Chub  be,  by  you  and  many  others,  reckoned  the  worst 
of  fish,  yet  you  shaU  see  I'll  make  it  a  good  fish  by  dressing  it 

Venator.     Why,  how  will  you  dress  him  ? 

PiSCATOR.  rU  tell  you  by-and-by,  when  I  have  caught  him. 
Look  you  here.  Sir,  do  you  see  ?  but  you  must  stand  very  close, 
there  lie  upon  the  top  of  the  water,  in  this  very  hole,  twenty 
Chubs,  ril  catch  only  one,  and  that  shall  be  the  biggest  of  them, 
all :  and  that  I  will  do  so,  Til  hold  you  twenty  to  one,  and  you 
shall  see  it  done. 

Venator.  Ay,  marry !  Sir,  now  you  talk  like  an  artist ;  and 
in  say  you  are  one,  when  I  shall  see  you  perform  what  you  say 
you  can  do  :  but  I  yet  doubt  it. 

PiSCATOR,  You  shall  not  doubt  it  long ;  for  you  shall  see  me 
do  it  presently.  Look  !  the  biggest  of  these  Chubs  has  had  some 
bruise  upon  his  tail,  by  a  Pike  or  some  other  accident ;  and  that 
looks  like  a  white  spot  That  very  Chub  I  mean  to  put  into  your 
hands  presently ;  *  sit  you  but  down  in  the  shade,  and  stay  but  a 
little  while ;  and  111  warrant  you  I'll  bring  him  to  you. 

Venator.  I'll  sit  down ;  and  hope  well,  because  you  seem  to 
be  so  confident 

PiSCATOR.  Look  you,  Sir,  there  is  a  trial  of  my  skill ;  there  he 
is  ;  that  very  Chub,  that  I  showed  you,  with  the  white  spot  on  his 
tail.  And  I'll  be  as  certain  to  make  him  a  good  dish  of  meat  as 
I  was  to  catch  him :  I'll  now  lead  you  to  an  honest  alehouse, 
where  we  shall  find  a  cleanly  room,  lavender  in  the  windows,  and 
twenty  ballads  stuck  about  the  waU.  There  my  hostess,  which  I 
may  tell  you  is  both  cleanly,  and  handsome,  and  civil,  hath 
dressed  ^  many  a  one  for  me  ;  and  shall  now  dress  it  after  my 
^shion,  and  I  warrant  it  good  meat* 

Venator.  Come,  Sir,  with  all  my  heart,  for  I  begin  to  be 
hungry,  and  long  to  be  at  it,  and  indeed  to  rest  myself  too ;  for 
though  I  have  walked  but  four  miles  this  morning,  yet  I  begin  to 
be  weary ;  yesterday's  hunting  hangs  still  upon  me. 

PiSCATOR.  Well,  Sir,  and  you  shall  quickly  be  at  rest,  for 
yonder  is  the  house  I  mean  to  bring  you  to. 

VARIATIONS. 

■  I  mean  to  catch,  sit  you,  &c— 1*/  and  2d  tdit. 

7  There  my  hostess,  which  I  may  tell  you  is  both  cleanly  and  coQTeniently  handsome, 
has  dressed,  &c.— xi/  edit. 

*  The  word  *'  meat "  was  then  used  synonymously  with  food.    Thus  com  and  hay  for 
horses  were  called  horse-meat. 
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Come,  hostes^  how  do  you  ?  Will  you  first  give  us  a  cup  of 
your  best  drink,®  and  then  dress  this  Chub,  as  you  dressed  my 
last,  when  I  and  my  friend  were  here  about  eight  or  ten  days  2^  ? 
But  you  must  do  me  one  courtesy,  it  must  be  done  instantly. 

Hostess.     I  will  do  it,  Mr  Piscator,  and  with  all  the  speed  I  can. 

PiSCATOR.  Now,  Sir,  has  not  my  hostess  made  haste  ?  and 
does  not  the  fish  look  lovely  ? 

Venator.  Both,  upon  my  word,  Sir ;  and  therefore  let's  say 
grace  and  fall  to  eating  of  it 

Piscator.     Well,  Sir,  how  do  you  like  it  ? 

Venator.  Trust  me,  'tis  as  good  meat  as  I  ever  tasted.  Now 
let  me  thank  you  for  it,  drink  to  you  and  beg  a  courtesy  of  you ; 
but  it  must  not  be  denied  me. 

Piscator.  What  is  it,  I  pray,  Sir  ?  You  are  so  modest,  that 
methinks  I  may  promise  to  grant  it  before  it  is  asked. 

Venator.  Why,  Sir,  it  is  that  from  henceforth  you  would 
allow  me  to  call  you  Master,  and  that  really  I  may  be  your 
scholar;  for  you  are  such  a  companion,  and  have  so  quickly 
caught  and  so  excellently  cooked  this  fish,  as  makes  me  ambitious 
to  be  your  scholar. 

Piscator.  Give  me  your  hand;  from  this  time  forward  I 
will  be  your  Master,  and  teach  you  as  much  of  this  art  as  I  am 
able  ;  and  will,  as  you  desire  me,  tell  you  somewhat  of  the  nature 
of  most  of  the  fish  that  we  are  to  angle  for,  and  I  am  sure  I  both 
can  and  will  tell  you  more  than  any  common  angler  yet  knows.* 

The  Chub  though  he  eat  well,  thus  dressed,  yet 
uTfishfor^'aS^tJ  as  he  is  usually  dressed,  he  does  not  He  is 
drew,  the  Cha-  objected  against,  not  only  for  being  full  of  small 
forked  bones,  dispersed  through  all  his  body,  but 
that  he  eats  waterish,  and  that  the  flesh  of  him  is  not  firm,  but 
short  and  tasteless.     The  French  esteem  him  so  mean,  as  to  call 

VARIATIONS. 

8  your  best  ale,  and,  &c.— w/  and  ^  edit. 

•  In  \.\\^  first  edition  the  next  paragraph  is  :-^ 

And  first  I  will  tell  you  how  you  shall  catch  such  a  Chub  as  tbis  was ;  and  then  how 
to  cook  him  as  this  was.  I  could  not  have  begun  to  teach  you  to  catch  any  fish  more 
easily  than  this  fi&h  is  caught ;  but  then  it  must  be  this  particidar  way,  and  thli  yoo 
must  do : — 

Go  to  the  same  hole,  where  in  most  hot  days  ydu  will  find  floating  near  the  top  of  the 
water  at  least  a  dozen  or  twenty  Chubs  ;  get  a  grasshopper  or  two  as  you  go,  and  get 
secretly  behind  the  tree,  put  it  then  upon  your  hook,  and  let  your  hook  hang  a  quarter 
of  a  vard  short  of  the  top  of  the  water,  and  'tis  very  likely  that  the  shadow  of  your  rod, 
which  you  must  rest  on  the  tree,  will  cause  the  Chubs  to  sink  down  to  the  bottom  widi 
fear  ;  for  they  be  a  very  fearful  fish,  and  the  shadow  of  a  bird  flying  over  them  will  make 
them  do  so ;  but  they  will  presently  rise  up  to  the  top  again,  and  there  lie  scMuinf  tfll 
some  shadow  affrights  them  again :  when  they  lie  upon  the  top  of  the  water,  &c. 
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him  Un  Villain;  nevertheless  he  may  be  so  dressed  as  to  make 
him  very  good  meat ;  as,  namely,  if  he  be  a  large  Chub,  then 
dress  him  thus  : — 

First,  scale  him,  and  then  wash  him  clean,  and  then  take  out 
his  guts  ;  and  to  that  end  make  the  hole  as  little,  and  near  to  his 
gills,  as  you  may  conveniently,  and  especially  make  clean  his 
throat  from  the  grass  and  weeds  that  are  usually  in  it ;  for  if  that 
be  not  very  clean,  it  will  make  him  to  taste  very  sour.  Having 
so  done,  put  some  sweet  herbs  into  his  belly ;  and  then  tie  him 
with  two  or  three  splinters  to  a  spit,  and  roast  him,  basted  often 
with  vinegar,  or  rather  verjuice  and  butter,  with  good  store  of  salt 
mixed  with  it 

Being  thus  dressed,  you  will  find  him  a  much  better  dish  of 
meat  than  you,  or  most  folk,  even  than  anglers  themselves,  do 
imagine  :  for  this  dries  up  the  fluid  watery  humoiur  with  which  all 
Oiubs  do  abound.  But  take  this  rule  with  you.  That  a  Chub 
newly  taken  and  newly  dressed,  is  so  much  better  than  a  Chub 
of  a  day's  keeping  after  he  is  dead,  that  I  can  compare  him  to 
nothing  so  fitly  as  to  cherries  newly  gathered  from  a  tree,  and 
others  that  have  been  bruised  and  lain  a  day  or  two  in  water. 
But  the  Chub  being  thus  used,  and  dressed  presently ;  and  not 
washed  after  he  is  gutted,  for  note,  that  lying  long  in  water,  and 
washing  the  blood  out  of  any  fish  after  they  be  gutted,  abates 
much  of  their  sweetness  ;  you  will  find  the  Chub,  being  dressed 
in  the  blood,  and  quickly,  to  be  such  meat  as  will  recompense 
your  labour,  and  disabuse  your  opinion. 

Or  you  may  dress  the  Chavender  or  Chub  thus  : — 

When  you  have  scaled  him,  and  cut  off  his  tail  and  fins,  and 
washed  him  very  clean,  then  chine  or  slit  him  through  the  middle, 
as  a  salt  fish  is  usually  cut ;  then  give  him  three  or  four  cuts  or 
scotches  on  the  back  with  your  knife,  and  broil  him  on  charcoal, 
or  wood  coal,  that  are  free  from  smoke  :  and  all  the  time  he  is  a- 
broiling,  baste  him  with  the  best  sweet  butter,  and  good  store  of 
salt  mixed  with  it  And  to  this  add  a  little  thyme  cut  exceeding 
small,  or  bruised  into  the  butter.  The  Cheven  thus  dressed  hath 
the  watery  taste  taken  away,  for  which  so  many  except  against 
him.  Thus  was  the  Cheven  dressed  that  you  now  liked  so  well, 
and  commended  so  much.  But  note  again,  that  if  this  Chub  that 
you  eat  of  had  been  kept  till  to-morrow,  he  had  not  been  worth  a 
rush.  And  remember,  that  his  throat  be  washed  very  clean,  I 
say  very  clean,  and  his  body  not  washed  after  he  is  gutted,  as 
indeed  no  fish  should  be. 
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Well,  scholar,  you  see  what  pains  I  have  taken  to  recover  the 
lost  credit  of  the  poor  despised  Chub.  And  now  I  will  give  you 
some  rules  how  to  catch  him  :  and  I  am  glad  to  enter  you  into 
the  art  of  fishing  by  catching  a  Chub,  for  there  is  no  fish  better 
to  enter  a  young  Angler,  he  is  so  easily  caught,  but  then  it  must 
be  this  particular  way : — 

Go  to  the  same  hole  in  which  I  caught  my  Chub,  where,  in 
most  hot  days,  you  will  find  a  dozen  or  twenty  Chevens  floating 
near  the  top  of  the  water.  Get  two  or  three  grasshoppers,  as  you 
go  over  the  meadow  :  and  get  secretly  behind  the  tree,  and  stand 
as  free  from  motion  as  is  possible.  Then  put  a  grasshopper  on 
your  hook,  and  let  your  hook  hang  a  quarter  of  a  yard  short  of 
the  water,  to  which  end  you  must  rest  your  rod  on  some  bough 
of  the  tree.  But  it  is  likely  the  Chubs  will  sink  down  towards 
the  bottom  of  the  water,  at  the  first  shadow  of  yoiu:  rod  (for  Chub 
is  the  fearfuUest  of  fishes),  and  will  do  so  if  but  a  bird  flies  over  him 
and  makes  the  least  shadow  on  the  water ;  but  they  will  presently 
rise  up  to  the  top  again,  and  there  lie  soaring  till  some  shadow 
affrights  them  again.  I  say,  when  they  he  upon  the  top  of  the 
water,  look  out  the  best  Chub,  which  you,  setting  yourself  in  a  fit 
place,  nijiy  very  easily  see,  and  move  your  rod,  as  sofdy  as  a  snail 
moves,  to  that  Chub  you  intend  to  catch  ;  let  your  bait  fall  gently 
upon  the  water  three  or  four  inches  before  him,  and  he  will 
infklUbly  take  the  bait.  And  you  will  be  as  sure  to  catch  him ; 
for  he  is  one  of  the  leather-mouthed  fishes,  of  which  a  hook  does 
scarce  ever  lose  its  hold ;  and  therefore  give  him  play  enough 
before  you  offer  to  take  him  out  of  the  water.  Go  your  ¥?ay 
presently ;  take  my  rod,  and  do  as  1  bid  you ;  and  I  will  sit 
down  and  mend  my  tackling  till  you  return  back. 

Venator.  Truly,  my  loving  master,  you  have  offered  me  as 
fair  as  I  could  wish.     FU  go  and  observe  your  directions. 

Look  you,  master,  what  I  have  done,  that  which  joys  my  heart, 
caught  just  such  another  Chub  as  yoiurs  was. 

PiSCATOR.  Marry,  and  I  am  glad  of  it :  I  am  like  to  have  a 
towardly  scholar  of  you.  I  now  see,  that  with  advice  and  practice, 
you  will  make  an  Angler  in  a  short  time.  Have  but  a  love  to  it ; 
and  111  warrant  you. 

Venator.  But,  master !  what  if  I  could  not  have  fotmd  a 
grasshopper  ? 

PiSCATOR.  Then  I  may  tell  you.  That  a  black  snail,  with  his 
belly  slit  to  show  his  white,  or  a  piece  of  soft  cheese,  will  usually 
do  as  well.     Nay,  sometimes  a  worm,  or  any  kind  of  fly,  as  the  ant- 
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fly,  the  flesh-fly,  or  wall-fly ;  or  the  dor  or  beetle,  which  you  may 
find  under  cow^ung  ;  or  a  bob,  which  you  will  find  in  the  same 
place,  and  in  time  will  be  a  beetle ;  it  is  a  short  white  worm,  like 
to  and  bigger  than  a  gentle ;  or  a  cod-worm ;  or  a  case-worm  ; 
any  of  these  will  do  very  well  to  fish  in  such  a  manner. 

And  after  this  manner  you  may  catch  a  Trout  in  a  hot  evening: 
when,  as  you  walk  by  a  brook,  and  shall  see  or  hear  him  leap  at 
flies,  then,  if  you  get  a  grasshopper,  put  it  on  your  hook,  with 
your  line  about  two  yards  long ;  standing  behind  a  bush  or  tree 
where  his  hole  is  :  and  make  your  bait  stir  up  and  down  on  the 
top  of  the  water.  You  may,  if  you  stand  close,  be  sure  of  a  bite, 
but  not  sure  to  catch  him,  for  he  is  not  a  leather-mouthed  fish. 
And  after  this  manner  you  may  fish  for  him  with  almost  any  kind 
of  live  fly,  but  especially  with  a  grasshopper. 

Venator.  But  before  you  go  further,  I  pray,  good  master, 
what  mean  you  by  a  leather-mouthed  fish  ? 

PiSCATOR.  By  a  leather-mouthed  fish,  I  mean  such  as  have 
their  teeth  in  their  throat,  as  the  Chub  or  Cheven ;  and  so 
the  Barbel,  the  Gudgeon,  and  Carp,  and  divers  others  have.  And 
the  hook  being  stuck  into  the  leather,  or  skin,  of  the  mouth  of 
such  fish,  does  very  seldom  or  never  lose  its  hold  :  but  on  the 
contrary,  a  Pike,  a  Perch,  or  Trout,  and  so  some  other  fish,  which 
have  not  their  teeth  in  their  throats,  but  in  their  mouths,  which 
you  shall  observe  to  be  very  full  of  bones,  and  the  skin  very  thin, 
and  little  of  it  I  say,  of  these  fish  the  hook  never  takes  so  sure 
hold  but  you  often  lose  your  fish,  unless  he  have  gorged  it. 

Venator.  I  thank  you,  good  master,  for  this  observation. 
But  now  what  shall  be  done  with  my  Chub  or  Cheven  that  I  have 
caught  ? 

PiSCATOR.  Marry,  Sir,  it  shall  be  given  away  to  some  poor 
body ;  for  TU  warrant  you  Til  give  you  a  Trout  for  your  supper  : 
and  it  is  a  good  beginning  of  your  art  to  offer  your  first-fruits  to 
the  poor,  who  will  both  thank  you  and  God  for  it,^  which  I  see 


*  To  the  poor,  who  will  both  thank  God  and  you  for  it. 

And  now  let's  walk  towards  the  water  again,  and  as  I  go  I'll  tell  you,  when  you  catch 
your  next  Chub,  how  to  dress  it  as  this  was. 

yiator.     Come,  good  Master,  I  long  to  be  going  and  learn  your  directions. 

Piseator.  You  must  dress  it,  or  see  it  dressed  thus :  When  you  have  scaled  him, 
wash  him  very  clean,  cut  off  his  tail  and  fins  ;  and  wash  him  not  after  you  gut  him,  but 
chine  or  cut  him  through  the  middle  as  a  salt  fish  is  cut,  then  give  him  four  or  five 
scotches  with  your  knife,  broil  him  upnn  wood,  coal,  or  charcoal ;  but  as  he  is  broiling, 
baste  him  often  with  butter  that  shall  be  choicely  good ;  and  put  good  store  of  salt  into 
your  butter,  or  salt  him  gently  as  you  broil  or  baste  him  ;  and  bruise  or  cut  very  small 
into  your  butter  a  little  thyme,  or  some  other  sweet  herb  that  is  in  the  garden  where  you 
cat  him :  thus  used,  it  takes  away  the  waterish  Uste  which  the  Chub  or  Cheven  has,  and 
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by  your  silence  you  seem  to  consent  to.  And  for  your  willingness 
to  part  with  it  so  charitably,  I  will  also  teach  more  concerning 
Chub-fishing.  You  are  to  note  that  in  March  and  April  he  is 
usually  taken  with  worms  ;  in  May,  June,  and  July,  he  will  bite 
at  any  fly,  or  at  cherries,  or  at  beetles  with  their  l^s  and  wings 
cut  oflf,  or  at  any  kind  of  snail,  or  at  the  black  bee  that  breeds  in 
clay  walls.  And  he  never  refuses  a  grasshopper,  on  the  top  of  a 
swift  stream,*  nor,  at  the  bottom,  the  young  humble  bee  that 
breeds  in  long  grass,  and  is  ordinarily  found  by  the  mower  of  it. 
In  Augtist,  and  in  the  cooler  months,  a  yellow  paste,  made  of  the 
strongest  cheese,  and  poimded  in  a  mortar,  with  a  Uttle  butter  and 
saffron,  so  much  of  it  as,  being  beaten  small,  will  turn  it  to  a 
lemon  colour.  And  some  make  a  paste  for  the  winter  months,  at 
which  time  the  Chub  is  accounted  best,  for  then  it  is  observed 
that  the  forked  bones  are  lost,  or  turned  into  a  kind  of  gristle, 
especially  if  he  be  baked,  of  cheese  and  turpentine.*  He  will  bite 
also  at  a  minnow,  or  penk,-)*  as  a  Trout  will :  of  which  I  shall  tell 
you  more  hereafter,  and  of  divers  other  baits.  But  take  this  for  a 
rule,  that,  in  hot  weather,  he  is  to  be  fished  for  towards  the  mid- 

VARIATIONS. 

make&him  a  choice  dish  of  meat,  as  you  yourself  know;  for  thus  was  that  dressed  wbich 
you  did  eat  of  to  your  dinner. 

Or  you  may  (for  variety)  dress  a  Chub  another  way.  and  you  will  find  him  very  good, 
and  his  tongue  and  head  almost  as  good  as  a  Carp's  :  but  then  you  must  be  sure  ti^  no 
gra.ss  or  weeds  be  left  in  his  mouth  or  throat. 

Thus  you  must  dress  him  :  Slit  him  through  the  middle,  then  cut  him  into  four  pieces: 
then  put  him  into  a  pewter  dish,  and  cover  him  with  another,  put  into  him  as  raudi 
white  wine  as  will  cover  him,  or  spring  water  and  vinegar,  and  store  of  salt,  with  some 
branches  of  thvme,  and  other  sweet  herbs ;  let  him  then  be  boiled  gently  over  a  rKafing 
dish  with  wood  coals,  and  when  he  is  almost  boiled  enough,  put  half  of  the  liquor  from 
him,  not  the  top  of  it ;  put  then  into  him  a  convenient  quantity  of  the  best  butter  yon 
can  get,  with  a  little  nutmeg  grated  into  it,  and  ^ppets  of  white  bread  ;  thus  ordered, 
you  will  find  the  Cheven  and  the  sauce  too  a  choice  dish  of  meat :  and  I  have  been  th« 
more  careful  to  give  you  a  perfect  direction  how  to  dress  him,  becau^^e  he  i«  a  fisk 
undervalued  by  mauyt  and  I  would  gladly  restore  him  to  some  of  his  credit  which  he  has 
lost  by  ill  cookery. 

Viator,    But,  Master,  have  you  no  other  way  to  catch  a  Cheven  or  Chub? 

PUcator,  Yes,  that  I  have,  but  I  must  take  time  to  tell  it  you  hereafter ;  or  indeed, 
you  must  learn  it  by  observation  and  practice,  though  this  way  that  I  have  taught  you 
was  the  easiest  to  catch  a  Chub,  at  this  time,  and  at  this  place.  And  now  we  are  come 
again  to  the  river,  I  will  (as  the  soldier  says)  prepare  for  skirmish  ;  that  is,  draw  out  my 
tackling,  and  try  to  catch  a  Trout  for  supper. 

Viator.  Trust  me.  Master,  I  see  now  it  is  a  harder  matter  to  catch  a  Trout  than  a 
Chub,  &c. 

'  if  he  baked  with  a  paste  made  of  cheese  and  turpentine. — 2<^  3</,  and  j^  ediL 

*  In  the  Thames  above  Richmond,  the  best  way  of  using  the  grasshopper  fw  Chub  is 
to  fish  with  it  as  with  an  artificial  fiy  ;  the  first  joints  of  the  legs  must  be  pinched  oS^ 
and  in  this  way,  when  the  weed  is  rotten,  which  is  seldom  till  September,  the  largest 
Dace  are  taken. — H. 

t  In  "Practical  Observations  on  Angling  in  the  River  Trent,"  xamo,  Nrwark,  t8ot» 
p.  42,  it  is  said,  "  Chub  will  also  take  sm;Ql  Gudgeons  in  the  way  you  troll  for  Pike  : 
the  hook  ought  not  to  be  so  heavy  leaded  upon  the  shank ;  they  gorge  immediately  on 
taking  the  bait."--E. 


Digitized 


by  Google 


CHAP,  rv.]  THE  THIRD  DAY.  71 

water,  or  near  the  top ;  and  in  colder  weather,  nearer  the  bottom ; 
and  if  you  fish  for  him  on  the  top,  with  a  beetle,  or  any  fly,  then 
be  sure  to  let  your  line  be  very  long,  and  to  keep  out  of  sight.  And 
having  told  you  that  his  spawn,  is  excellent  meat,  and  that  the 
head  of  a  large  Cheven,  the  throat  being  well  washed,  is  the  best 
part  of  him,  I  will  say  no  more  of  this  fish  at  the  present,  but 
wish  you  may  catch  the  next  you  fish  for.  3 

But,  lest  you  may  judge  me  too  nice  in  urging  to  have  the 
Chub  dressed  so  presently  after  he  is  taken,  I  will  commend  to 
your  consideration  how  curious  former  times  have  been  in  the 
like  kind. 

You  shall  read  in  Seneca,  his  "  Natural  Questions,"  *  that  the 
ancients  were  so  curious  in  the  newness  of  their  fish,  that  that 
seemed  not  new  enough  that  was  not  put  alive  into  the  guest's 
hand ;  and  he  says  that  to  that  end  they  did  usually  keep  them 
living  in  glass  bottles  in  their  dining-rooms,  and  they  did  glory 
much  in  their  entertaining  of  friends,  to  have  that  fish  taken  from 
under  their  table  alive  that  was  instantly  to  be  fed  upon  ;  and  he 
says  they  took  great  pleasure  to  see  their  Mullets  change  to 
several  colours  when  they  were  dying.  But  enough  of  this ;  for 
I  doubt  I  have  stayed  too  long  from  giving  you  some  Observations 
of  the  Trout,  and  how  to  fish  for  him,  which  shall  take  up  the 
next  of  my  spare  time.f 

PiscATOR.  The  Trout  is  a  fish  highly  valued, 
SS^amre  smd  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  foreign  nations.  He  may  be 
Breeding  of  the  justly  Said,  as  the  old  poet  said  of  wine,  and  we 
toSforhim.^^  English  say  of  venison,  to  be  a  generous  fish  :  a 
fish  that  is  so  like  the  buck,  that  he  also  has  his 
seasons;  for  it  is  observed  that  he  comes  in  and  goes  out  of 
season  with  the  stag  and  buck.  Gesner  says  his  name  is  of  a 
German  offspring ;  and  says  he  is  a  fish  that  feeds  clean  and 
purely,  in  the  swiftest  streams,  and  on  the  hardest  gravel ;  and 
that  he  may  justly  contend  with  all  fresh-water  fish,  as  the  Mullet 


'  the  next  you  fish  for.  And  now  my  next  observation  and  direction  shall  be  concern- 
ine  the  Trout  (which  I  love  to  angle  for  above  any  fish).  But  lest  you,  &c.— a^,  3</,  and 
4/4  edit. 

*  Lib.  iii.  cap.  17. 

t  l*he  haunts  of  the  Chub  are  streams  shaded  with  trees :  in  summer,  deep  hoIe9» 
where  they  will  sometimes  float  near  the  surface  of  the  water,  and  under  the  boughs  on 
the  side  of  a  bank.  Their  spawning-time  is  towards  the  beginning  of  April :  they  are  in 
season  from  about  the  middle  of  May  till  the  middle  of  February ;  Dut  are  best  in  winter. 
At  mid-water,  and  at  bottom,  use  a  float ;  at  top,  either  dib,  or,  if  you  have  room,  use 
ihe  fly-line,  .ns  for  Trout,  They  are  so  eager,  in  biting,  that,  when  they  lake  the  bait, 
you  may  hear  their  jaws  chop  hke  those  of  a  dog. — H. 
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may  with  all  sea  fish,  for  precedency  and  daintiness  of  taste  ;  and 
that  being  in  right  season,  the  most  dainty  palates  have  allowed 
precedency  to  him. 

And  before  I  go  farther  in  my  discourse,  let  me  tell  you,  that 
you  are  to  observe,  that  as  there  be  some  barren  does  that  are 
good  in  summer,  so  there  be  some  barren  Trouts  that  are  good 
in  winter ;  but  there  are  not  many  that  are  so ;  for  usually  they 
be  in  their  perfection  in  the  month  of  May,  and  decline  with  the 
buck.  Now  you  are  to  take  notice,  that  in  several  countries, 
as  in  Germany,  and  in  other  parts,  compared  to  ours,  fish  do 
differ  much  in  their  bigness,  and  shape,  and  other  ways  ;  and  so 
do  Trouts.  It  is  well  known  that  in  the  Lake  Leman,  the  Lake 
of  Geneva,  there  are  Trouts  taken  of  three  cubits  long ;  as  is 
affirmed  by  Gesner,  a  writer  of  good  credit :  and  Mercator  *  says, 
the  Trouts  that  are  taken  in  the  Lake  of  Geneva  are  a  great  part 
of  the  merchandise  of  that  famous  city.  And  you  are  further  to 
know,  that  there  be  certain  waters  that  breed  Trouts  remarkable, 
both  for  their  number  and  smallness.  I  know  a  little  brook  in 
Kent  that  breeds  them  to  a  number  incredible,  and  you  may 
take  them  twenty  or  forty  in  an  hour,  but  none  greater  than  about 
the  size  of  a  Gudgeon.  There  are  also,  in  divers  rivers,  especially 
that  relate  to,  or  be  near  to  the  sea,  as  Winchester,  or  the  Thames 
about  Windsor,  a  little  Trout  called  a  Samlet,  or  Skegger  Trout, 
in  both  which  places  I  have  caught  twenty  or  forty  at  a  standing, 
that  will  bite  as  fast  and  as  freely  as  Minnows  :  these  be  by  some 
taken  to  be  young  Salmons ;  but,  in  those  waters  they  never  grow 
to  be  bigger  than  a  Herring. 

There  is  also  in  Kent,  near  to  Canterbury,  a  Trout  called  there 
a  Fordidge  Trout,  a  Trout  that  bears  the  name  of  the  town  where 
it  is  usually  caught,  that  is  accounted  the  rarest  of  fish  ;  *  many 
of  them  near  the  bigness  of  a  Salmon,  but  known  by  their  differ- 
ent colour ;  and  in  their  best  season  they  cut  very  yhite  :  and 
none  of  these  have  been  known  to  be  caught  with  an  angle,  unless 
it  were  one  that  was  caught  by  Sir  George  Hastings,  an  excellent 
angler,  and  now  with  God  :  f  and  he  hath  told  me,  he  thought 

Variation.]    *  accounted  rare  meat ;  many  of  them,  &c. — s^  3//,  and  ^  edit 

*  Gtrard  Mercator^  of  Ruremond  in  Flanders,  a  man  of  such  intense  application  M 
mathematical  ftudiet,.  that  he  neglected  the  necessary  refreshments  of  nature.  He 
engraved  with  his  own  hand,  and  coloured  the  maps  to  his  geographical  writings.  He 
wrote  several  books  of  Theology  ;  and  died  in  1594. — H. 

t  Apparently  Sir  George  Hastings,  son  and  heir  of  the  celebrated  Henry  Hastincs,  <^ 
Woodunds,  second  son  of  George,  4th  Elarl  of  Huntingdon.  Sir  George  Hjuttings  died 
asth  October  1651,  set.  ^—CoUini  Ftttngt,  ed,%Tj^  toL  iiL  p.  97. 
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that  Trout  bit  not  for  hunger  but  wantonness  ;  and  it  is  the 
rather  to  be  believed,  because  both  he  then,  and  many  others 
before  him,  have  been  curious  to  search  into  their  bellies,  what 
the  food  was  by  which  they  lived ;  and  have  foimd  out  nothing  by 
which  they  might  satisfy  dieir  curiosity. 

Concerning  which  you  are  to  take  notice,  that  it  is  reported  by 
good  authors,^  that  grasshoppers  *  and  some  fish  have  no  mouths, 
but  are  nourished  and  take  breath  by  the  porousness  of  their 
gills,  man  knows  not  how  :  and  this  may  be  believed,  if  we  con- 
sider that  when  the  raven  hath  hatched  her  eggs,  she  takes  no 
further  care,  but  leaves  her  youpg  ones  to  the  care  of  the  God  of 
nature,  who  is  said,  in  the  Psalms,  "  to  feed  the  young  ravens 
that  call  upon  him.''  And  they  be  kept  alive  and  fed  by  a  dew  ; 
or  w6rms  that  breed  in  their  nests  ;  or  some  other  ways  that  we 
mortals  know  not.  And  this  may  be  believed  of  the  Fordidge 
Trout,  which,  as  it  is  said  of  the  stork,  that  he  knows  his  season, 
so  he  knows  his  times,  I  think  almost  his  day  of  coming  into 
that  river  out  of  the  sea ;  where  he  lives,  and,  it  is  like,  feeds, 
nine  months  of  the  year,  and  fasts  three  in  the  river  of  Fordidge. 
And  you  are  to  note,  that  those  townsmen  are  very  punctual  in 
observing  the  time  of  beginning  to  fish  for  them  ;  and  boast  much, 
that  their  river  affords  a  Trout  that  exceeds  all  others.  And  just 
so  does  Sussex  boast  of  several  fish  ;  as,  namely,  a  Shelsey 
Cockle,  a  Chichester  Lobster,  an  Arundel  Mullet,  and  an  Amerly 
Trout 

And,  now,  for  some  confirmation  of  the  Fordidge  Trout  :  you 
are  to  know  that  this  Trout  is  thought  to  eat  nothing  in  the  fresh 
water;  and  it  may  be  the  better  believed,  because  it  is  well 
known,  that  swallows,  and  bats,  and  wagtails,  which  are  called 

VARIATION. 

&  That  there  is  a  fi<ih  that  hath  not  any  mouth,  but  lives  by  taking  breath  by  the 
porings  of  her  gillSf  and  feeds  and  is  nourished  by  no  man  kqows  what,  and  this  may  be 
believed  of  the  Fordidge  Trout,  &c. — a<^  yf,  ana  4/A  rdii, 

*  It  has  been  said  by  naturalists,  particularly  by  Sir  Theodore  Mayeme,  in  an  Efistle 
t0  Sir  William  Paday^  prefixed  to  the  translation  of  Mouffet's  Theatr.  Insect,  nrinted 
with  Topsel's  History  c/f<mr-/ooted  Beasts  and  Serpents^  that  the  grasshopper  has  no 
mooth,  but  a  pipe  in  his  breast,  through  which  it  sucks  the  dew,  which  is  its  nutriment. 
There  are  two  sorts,  the  green  and  the  dun  ;  some  say  there  is  a  third,  of  a  yellowish 
areen.  They  are  found  in  long  grass,  from  Tune  to  the  end  of  September,  and  even  in 
October,  if  the  weather  be  mild.  In  the  middle  of  May,  you  will  see,  ip  the  joints  of 
rosemary,  thistles,  and  almost  all  the  larger  weeds,  a  white  fermented  froth,  which  the 
country-people  call  Cuckovis  Spit ;  in  these  the  eggs  of  the  grasshopper  are  deposited  ; 
and  if  you  ejcamine  them,  you  will  never  fail  in  fiiiding  a  yellowish  insect,  of  about  the 
cixe  and  shape  of  a  grain  of  wheat,  which,  doubtless,  is  the  young  grasshopper.  A 
to  this  purport  is  in  Leigh's  History  0/ LaHcaskirtt  page  148.— H. 
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half-year  birds,  and  •  not  seen  to  fly  in  England  for  six  months 
in  a  year,  but  about  Michaelmas  leave  us  for  a  hotter  climate^ 
yet  some  of  them  that  have  been  left  behind  their  fellows,  have 
been  found,  many  thousands  at  a  time,  in  hollow  trees,''  or  clay 
caves,  where  they  have  been  observed  to  live,  and  sleep  out  the 
whole  winter,  without  meat*  And  so  Albertus  t  observes.  That 
there  is  one  kind  of  frog  {  that  hath  her  mouth  naturally  shut  up 
about  the  end  of  August,  and  that  she  lives  so  all  the  winter  : 
and  though  it  be  strange  to  some,  yet  it  is  known  to  too  many 
among  us  to  be  doubted. § 

And  so  much  for  these  Fordidgje  Trouts,  which  never  afford  an 
angler  sport,  but  either  live  their  time  of  being  in  the  fresh  water, 
by  their  meat  formerly  gotten  in  the  sea,  not  unlike  the  swallow 
or  frog,  or,  by  the  virtue  of  the  fresh  water  only  ;  or,  as  the  birds 
of  Paradise  and  the  cameleon  are  said  to  live,  by  the  sun  and  the 
air.  II 

There  is  also  in  Northumberland  a  Trout  called  a  Bull-trout, 
of  a  much  greater  length  and  bigness  than  any  in  these  southern 
parts  ;  and  there  are,  in  many  rivers  that  relate  to  the  sea,  Sahnon- 
trouts,  as  much  different  from  others,  both  in  shape  and  in  their 
spots,  as  we  see  sheep  in  some  countries  differ  one  from  another 
in  their  shape  and  bigness,  and  in  the  fineness  of  the  wool :  and, 
certainly,  as  some  pastures  breed  larger  sheep ;  so  do  some 
rivers,  by  reason  of  the  ground  over  which  they  run,  breed  larger 
Trouts. 

Now  the  next  thing  that  I  will  commend  to  your  consideration 
is,  that  the  Trout  is  of  a  more  sudden  growth  than  other  fish. 
Concerning  which,  you  are  also  to  take  notice,  that  he  lives  not 
so  long  as  the  Pearch,  and  divers  other  fishes  do,  as  Sir  Francis 
Bacon  hath  observed  in  his  History  of  Life  and  Death. 

And  next  you  are  to  take  notice,  that  *  he  is  not  like  the 

VASIATIONS. 

•  that  swallows,  which  arc  not  seen  to  flv,  &c. — a</,  5*/,  and  ^th  tdit. 
7  hollow  trees,  where  they,  &c. — a^,  3a,  and^tk  etUt, 

•  that  after  he  is  come,  &c. — a</,  yi,  and  ^th  4dit, 

*  View  Sir  Francis  Bacon,  Expcr.  899.  ^ 

t  Albertus  Magnus^  a  German  Dominican,  and  a  very  learned  man.  Urban  IV. 
compelled  him  to  accept  of  the  bishopric  of  Ratisbon.  He  wrote  a  treatise  on  ikt 
Stcrtts  of  Nature t  and  twrenty  other  volumes  in  folio  ;  and  died  at  Cologne,  X28a — H. 

X  See  Topsel  on  Frogs.  Edward  ToPsel  was  the  author  of  a  History  of  four-foptfd 
Beasts  and  Serpents,  collected  out  of  the  works  of  Gesner,  and  other  authors,  in  folio, 
Lond.  1658.  In  thin  history  he  describes  the  several  kin^  of  frogs  ;  and  in  page  yax 
thereof  cites  from  Albertus  the  fact  here  related.— H.  {  See  Chap.  Vlll. 

U  That  the  Cameleon  lives  by  the  air  alone  is  a  vulgar  error,  it  being  well  known  that 
its  food  is  flies  and  other  insects. — H. 
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Crocodile,  which  if  he  lives  never  so  long,  yet  always  thrives  till 
his  death  :  but  'tis  not  so  with  the  Trout ;  for  after  he  is  come  to 
his  full  growth,  he  declines  in  his  body,  and  keeps  his  bigness,  or 
thrives  only  in  his  head  till  his  death.  And  you  are  to  know, 
that  he  will,  about,  especially  before,  the  time  of  his  spawning, 
get,  almost  miraculously,  through  weirs  and  flood-gates,  against 
the  stream  ;  even  through  such  high  and  swift  places  as  is  almost 
incredible.  Next,  that  the  Trout  usually  spawns  about  October 
or  November,  but  in  some  rivers  a  little  sooner  or  later ;  which 
is  the  more  observable,  because  most  other  fish  spawn  in  the 
spring  or  sunmier,  when  the  sun  hath  warmed  both  the  earth  and 
water,  and  made  it  fit  for  generation.  And  you  are  to  note,  that 
he  continues  many  months  out  of  season  ;  for  it  may  be  observed 
of  the  Trout,  that  he  is  like  the  Buck  or  the  Ox,  that  will  not  be 
fat  in  many  months,  though  he  go  in  the  very  same  pastures  that 
horses  do,  which  will  be  fat  in  one  month  :  and  so  you  may 
observe.  That  most  other  fishes  recover  strength,  and  grow 
sooner  fat  and  in  season  than  the  Trout  doth. 

And  next  you  are  to  note,  That  till  the  sun  gets  to  such  a 
height  as  to  warm  the  earth  and  the  water,  the  Trout  is  sick,  and 
lean,  and  lousy,  and  unwholesome ;  for  you  shall,  in  winter,  find 
him  to  have  a  big  head,  and  then  to  be  lank  and  thin  and  lean  ; 
at  which  time  many  of  them  have  sticking  on  them  Sugs,  or 
Trout-slife  ;  which  is  a  kind  of  a  worm,  in  shape  like  a  clove,  or 
pin  with  a  big  head,  and  sticks  close  to  him,  and  sucks  his  mois- 
ture ;  those,  I  think,  the  Trout  breeds  himself :  and  never  thrives 
till  he  free  himself  from  them,  which  is  when  warm  weather 
comes ;  and  then,  as  he  grows  stronger,  he  gets  from  the  dead 
still  water  into  the  sharp  streams  and  the  gravel,  and  there 
rubs  oflf  these  worms  or  lice ;  and  then,  as  he  grows  stronger, 
so  he  gets  him  into  swifter  and  swifter  streams,  and  there  lies 
at  the  watch  for  any  fly  or  minnow  that  comes  near  to  him ; 
and  he  especially  loves  the  May-fly,  which  is  bred  of  the  cod- 
worm,  or  cadis  ;  and  these  make  the  Trout  bold  and  lusty, 
and  he  is  usually  fatter  and  better  meat  at  the  end  of  that  month 
than  at  any  time  of  the  year. 

Now  you  are  to  know  that  it  is  observed,  that  usually  the  best 
Trouts  are  either  red  or  yellow ;  though  some,  as  the  Fordidge 
Trout,  be  white  and  yet  good  ;  but  that  is  not  usual :  and  it  is  a 
note  observable,  that  the  female  Trout  hath  usually  a  less  head, 
and  a  deeper  body  than  the  male  Trout,  and  is  usually  the  better 
meat.     And  note,  that  a  hog-back  and  a  little  head,  to  either 
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Trout,  Salmon,  or  any  other  fish,  is  a  sign  that  that  fish  is  Icl 
season.* 

But  yet  you  are  to  note,  that  as  you  see  some  willows  or  palm- 
trees  bud  and  blossom  sooner  than  others  do,  so  some  Trouts  be, 
in  rivers,  sooner  in  season  :  and  as  some  hollies,  or  oaks,  are 
longer  before  they  cast  their  leaves,  so  are  some  Trouts,  in  rivers, 
longer  before  they  go  out  of  season. 

And  you  are  to  note,  that  there  are  several  kinds  of  Trouts  : 
but  these  several  kinds  are  not  considered  but  by  very  few  men  ; 
for  they  go  under  the  general  name  of  Trouts  :  just  as  pigeons 
do,  in  most  places ;  though  it  is  certain,  there  are  tame  and  wild 
pigeons  :  and  of  the  tame,  there  be  helmits  and  runts,  and 
carriers  and  cropers,  and  indeed  too  many  to  name.  Nay,  the 
Royal  Society  have  found  and  published  lately,  that  there  be 
thirty-and-three  kinds  of  spiders ;  and  yet  all,  for  aught  I 
know,  go  under  that  one  general  name  of  spider.  And  it  is  so 
with  many  kinds  of  fish,  and  of  Trouts  especially ;  which  diflfer 
in  their  bigness,  and  shape,  and  spots,  and  colour.  ^  The  great 
Kentish  hens  may  be  an  instance,  compared  to  other  hens  :  and, 
doubtless,  there  is  a  kind  of  small  Trout,  which  will  never  thrive 
to  be  big  ;  that  breeds  very  many  more  than  others  do,  that  be 
of  a  larger  size  :  which  you  may  rather  believe,  if  you  consider 
that  the  little  wren  and  titmouse  will  have  twenty  young  ones  at 
a  time,  when,  usually,  the  noble  hawk,  or  the  musicfl  thrassel 
or  blackbird,  exceed  not  four  or  five. 

And  now  you  shall  see  me  try  my  skill  to  catch  a  Trout ;  and 
at  my  next  walking,  either  this  evening  or  to-morrow  morning,  I 
will  give  you  direction  how  you  yourself  shall  fish  for  him. 

Venator.  Trust  me,  master,  I  see  now  it  is  a  harder  matter 
to  catch  a  Trout  than  a  Chub  :  for  I  have  put  on  patience,  and 
followed  you  these  two  hours,  and  not  seen  a  fish  stir,  neither  at 
your  minnow  nor  your  worm. 

PiSCATOR.  Well,  scholar,  you  must  endure  worse  luck  some- 
time, or  you  will  never  make  a  good  angler.  But  what  say  you 
now  ?  there  is  a  Trout  now,  and  a  good  one  too,  if  I  can  but 
hold  him  ;  and  two  or  three  turns  more  will  tire  him.  Now  you 
see  he  lies  still,  and  the  sleight  is  to  land  him  :  reach  me  l^at 

VARIATIONS. 

0  male  Trout  And  a  hog-back  and  a  little  head,  to  any  fish,  either  Tirout,  &c. — 34/, 
yi,  and  ^th  edit. 

^  And  you  are  to  note  that  there  are  several  kinds  of  Trouts,  though  they  all  go  tinder 
that  general  name ;  just  as  there  be  tame  and  wild  pigeons :  and  of  tame  there  be 
cropers,  carriers,  runts,  and  too  many  to  name,  which  all  differ,  and  so  do  Trouts,  in 
their  bigness,  shape,  and  colour.    The  great  Kentish,  &&— a</,  3//,  akd  4/jl  edit. 
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landing-net     So,  Sir,  now  he  is  mine  own :  what  say  you  now, 
is  not  this  worth  all  my  labour  and  your  patience  ?  ^ 

Venator.  On  my  word,  master,  this  is  a  gallant  Trout ; 
what  shall  we  do  with  him  ? 

PlSCATOR.  Marry,  e*en  eat  him  to  supper  :  well  go  to  my 
hostess  from  whence  we  came  ;  she  told  me,  as  I  was  going  out 
of  door,  that  my  brother  Peter,  a  good  angler  and  a  cheerful 
companion,  had  sent  word  he  would  lodge  there  to-night,  and 
bring  a  friend  with  him«  My  hostess  has  two  beds,  and  I  know 
you  and  I  may  have  the  best :  we'll  rejoice  with  my  brother 
Peter  and  his  friend,  tell  tales,  or  sing  ballads,  or  make  a  catch, 
or  find  some  harmless  sport  to  content  us,^  and  pass  away  a 
little  time  without  offence  to  God  or  man. 

Venator.  A  match,  good  master,  let's  go  to  that  house,  for 
the  linen  looks  white,  and  smells  of  lavender,  and  I  long  to  lie 
in  a  pair  of  sheets  that  smell  so.  Let's  be  going,  good  master, 
for  I  am  hungry  again  with  fishing. 

PlSCATOR.  Nay,  stay  a  little,  good  scholar.  I  caught  my 
last  Trout  with  a  worm ;  now  I  will  put  on  a  minnow,  and  try 
a  quarter  of  an  hour  about  yonder  trees  for  another ;  and,  so, 
walk  towards  our  lodging.  Look  you,  scholar,  thereabout  we 
shall  have  a  bite  presently,  or  not  at  aU.  Have  with  you,  Sir  : 
o'  my  word  I  have  hold  of  him.  Oh  !  it  is  a  great  logger-headed 
Chub;  come,  hang  him  upon  that  willow  twig,  and  let's  be 
going.  But  turn  out  of  the  way  a  little,  good  scholar !  towards 
yonder  high  honeysuckle  hedge ;  there  we'll  sit  and  sing,  whilst 
this  shower*  falls  so  gently  upon  the  teeming  earth,  and  gives 
yet  a  sweeter  smell  to  the  lovely  flowers  that  adorn  these  verdant 
meadows. 

Look  I  under  that  broad  beech-tree  I  sat  down,  when  I  was 
last  this  way  a-fishing;  and  the  birds  in  the  adjoining  grove  seemed 
to  have  a  friendly  contention  with  an  echo,  whose  dead  voice 
seemed  to  live  in  a  hollow  tree  *  near  to  the  brow  of  that  prim- 
rose-hilL  There  I  sat  viewing  the  silver  streams  gUde  silentiy 
towards  their  centre,  the  tempestuous  sea;  yet  sometimes 
opposed  by  rugged  roots  and  pebble-stones,  which  broke  their 
waves,  and  turned  them  into  foam ;  and  sometimes  I  beguiled 
time  by  viewing  «  the  harmless  lambs  ;  some  leaping  securely  in 

VARIATIONS. 

»  and  your  patience  f— «/  tdii,  '  "  and  pass  away/'—**  or  man."— arf  edit, 

^  toward  yonder  high  hedge,  we'll  sit  whilst  this  shower,  &c — ut^  ad,  3</,  and  ^tk  edit, 

*  cave. — xstt  9^  30,  ami  4ik  edit. 

•  and  somctimei  Tiewing,  &c.— xs/,  ad,  3^,  and  4/A  edit. 
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the  cool  shade,  whilst  others  sported  themselves  in  the  cheerfiil 
sun ;  and  saw  others  craving  comfort  from  the  swollen  udders 
of  their  bleating  dams.  As  I  thus  sat,  these  and  other  sights 
had  so  fully  possest  my  soul  with  content,  that  I  thought,  as  the 
poet  has  happily  exprest  it, 

I  was  for  that  time  lifted  above  earth  ; 
And  possest  joys  not  promis'd  in  my  birth. 

As  I  left  this  place,  and  entered  into  the  next  field,  a  second 
pleasure  entertained  me  ;  'twas  a  handsome  milkmaid,  that  bad  ^ 
not  yet  attained  so  much  age  and  wisdom  as  to  load  her  mind 
with  any  fears  of  many  things  that  will  never  be,  as  too  many 
men  too  often  do ;  but  she  cast  away  all  care,  and  sung  like  a 
nightingale.  Her  voice  was  good,  and  the  ditty  fitted  for  it ;  it 
was  that  smooth  song  which  was  made  by  Kit  Marlow,*  now  at 
least  fifty  years  ago ;  and  the  milkmaid's  mother  sung  an  answer 
to  it,  which  was  made  by  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  in  his  younger 
days.  They  were  old-fashioned  poetry,  but  choicely  good ;  I 
think  much  better  than  the  strong  Hnes  that  are  now  in  fashion  • 
in  this  critical  age.  Look  yonder!  on  my  word,  yonder  they 
both  be  a-milking  again.  I  will  give  her  the  Chub,  and  persuade 
them  to  sing  those  two  songs  to  us. 

God  speed  you,  good  woman  !  I  have  been  a-fishing ;  and  am 
going  to  Bleak  Hallf  to  my  bed;  and  having  caught  more  fish 
than  will  sup  myself  and  my  friend,  I  will  bestow  this  upon  you 
and  your  daughter,  for  I  use  to  sell  none. 

MiLKWOMAN.  Marry  !  God  requite  you.  Sir,  and  well  eat  it 
cheerfully.*  And  if  you  come  this  way  a-fishing  two  months 
hence,  a  grace  of  God  I  Til  give  you  a  syllabub  of  new  verjuice, 

VARIATIONS. 

7  that  had  east  away  all  care,  and  sun&  &c.— tx/,  9^  z^  and  \th  tdit* 

8  better  than  that  now  in  fashion. — ix/,  3^,  3^  and  ^th  edit, 
•  cheerfully.    Will  you  drink  a  draught  of  red  cow's  milk  ? 
Piieator.  Mo,  I  thank  you,  &G. — xst  edit, 

•  Chriitopher  Marlow  was  a  poet  of  some  eminence,  as  may  be  inferred  from  the 
freouent  mention  of  him  in  the  writings  of  his  contemporaries.  He  was  sometime  a 
student  at  Cambridge,  and,  after  that,  an  actor  on,  and  writer  for,  the  stage.  There  are 
extant,  of  his  writing,  five  tragedies ;  and  a  poem  that  bears  his  name,  entitled  Hero  amd 
Leander  (possibly  a  translation  from  Musaeus),  which,  he  not  living  to  complete  it,  was 
finished  bv  Chapman.  Some  remarks  will  be  found  in  a  subsequent  pa|^  on  the  song 
mentioned  by  Walton.  Of  Marlow  it  is  said  that  he  was  the  author  ot  divers  atheistical 
and  blasphemous  discourses ;  and  that  in  a  quarrel  with  a  serving-man,  his  rival  in  a 
connection  with  a  lewd  wonum,  he  received  a  stab  with  a  dagger,  and  shortly  after  died 
of  the  stroke.  Wood,  A  then.  Oxon.  vol.  i.  338. — H.  Marlowe's  Dramatic  and  other 
Poetical  Works  have  been  collected,  with  some  Account  of  his  Ltfe^  by  George  Robinson, 
Esq.,  3  vols.  cr.  8vo,  Lond.  1826. 

t  A  fishing-house  on  the  banks  of  the  Lea,  about  one  mile  from  Edmontoni  was  called 
Bleak  Hall,  and  is  presumed  to  be  the  place  alluded  to. 
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in  a  new-made  haycock,  for  it.  And  my  Maudlin  shall  sing  you 
one  of  her  best  ballads  ;  for  she  and  I  both  love  all  anglers,  they 
be  such  honest,  civil,  quiet  men.  In  the  meantime  will  you  drink 
a  draught  of  red  cow's  milk  ?  you  shall  have  it  freely. 

PiSCATOR.  No,  I  thank  you ;  but,  I  pray,  do  us  a  courtesy 
that  shall  stand  you  and  your  daughter  in  nothing,  and  yet  we  will 
think  ourselves  still  something  in  your  debt :  it  is  but  to  sing  us 
a  song  that  was  sung  by^  your  daughter  when  I  last  passed  over 
this  meadow,  about  eight  or  nine  days  since. 

MiLKWOMAN.     What  song  was  it,  I  pray  ?     Was  it,  "  Come, 
Shepherds,  deck  your  herds  "  ?  or,  "  As  at  noon  Dulcina  rested  "  \ 
or,  "Phillida  flouts  me"?'  or,  "  Chevy  Chace "  ?  or,  "John 
Armstrong  "  ?  or,  "  Troy  Town  "?  * 

PiSCATOR.  No,  it  is  none  of  those ;  it  is  a  song  that  your 
daughter  sung  the  first  part,  and  you  sung  the  answer  to  it. 

MiLKWOMAN.  O,  I  know  it  now,  I  learned  the  first  part  in 
my  golden  age,  when  I  was  about  the  age  of  my  poor'  daughter ; 
and  the  latter  part,  which  indeed  fits  me  best  now,  but  two  or 
three  years  ago,  when  the  cares  of  the  world  began  to  take  hold 
of  me :  but  you  shall,  God  willing,  hear  them  both  ;  *  and  sung  as 
well  as  we  can,  for  we  both  love  anglers.  Come,  Maudlin,  sing 
the  first  part  to  the  gentlemen,  with  a  merry  heart ;  and  I'll  sing 
the  second  when  you  have  done.* 

^\i  iasflktnatti'0  Sons* 

Come,  live  with  me,  and  be  my  love, 
And  we  will  all  the  pleasures  prove, 
That  valleys,  groves,  or  hills,  or  fields," 
'Or  woods,  and  steepy  mountains  yields  ; 

VARIATIONS. 

*  by  vou  and  your  daughter. — 1*/,  «</,  3//,  and  4/A  idit. 

*  or  ^*  Chevy  Chacc"  Tor,  "Johnny  Armstrong"?  or,  **  TxnyToynx'*  7— Inserted  in  stk 
edit. 

'  poor.— 5M  edit.  ^  hear  them  both.    Come,  Maudlin.— sM  edit. 

^  Milkvooman.  O,  I  know  it  now,  I  learned  the  first  part  in  my  golden  age.  when  I 
vas  about  the  age  of  my  daughter ;  and  the  latter  part,  which  indeed  fits  me  best,  but 
two  or  three  years  ago ;  you  shall,  God  willing,  hear  them  both.  Come,  Maudlin,  sing 
the  first  part  to  the  gentlemen  with  a  merry  heart,  and  I'll  sing  the  second. — vet  edit. 

Variations  from  England's  Helicon.]    *  groves,  hills,  and  fields. 
7  Woods,  or  steepie  mountains  yeelds. 

*  The  songs,  "As  at  Noon,"  '•  Chery  Chace,**  "Johnny  Armstrong,"  and  "Troy 
Town,**  are  printed  in  Pcrcjr's  "  Reliaues  of  Ancient  English  Poetry  ; "  and  "  As  at 
Noon,"  in  Durfey*s  Collection.  "Phillida  flouts  me"  is  to  be  found  in  Ritson's 
^Ancient  Songs,  from  Henry  III.  to  the  Revolution  "  1790,  taken  from  the  "Theatre  of 
Compliments;  or.  New  Academy,"  Lond.  1689,  tamo;  and  "The  Hive,"  a  Collection 
of  Songs,  vol.  ii.  p.  970.  "  Come,  Shepherds,"  is  not  known.  Ritson  observes  that 
there  is  an  answer  to  '^  Phillida  flouts  me,"  by  A.  Bradley,  which  is  modern. 
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■  Where  we  will  sit  upon  the  rocks, 

•  And  see  the  shepherds  feed  our  ^  flocks, 
By  shallow  rivers,  to  whose  falls 
Melodious  birds  sing  madrigals. 

And  I  will  make  thee  beds  of  roses ; 
'  And,  then,  a  thousand  fragrant  posies  ; 
A  cap  of  flowers,  and  a  kirtle. 
Embroidered  all  with  leaves  of  mjrrtlc  ; 

A  gown  made  of  the  finest  wool. 
Which  from  our  pretty  lambs  we  pull ; 

•  Slippers,  lin'd  choicely  for  the  cold. 
With  buckles  of  the  purest  gold; 

A  belt  of  straw  and  ivy-buds. 
With  coral  clasps,  and  amber  studs. 
And  if  these  pleasures  may  thee  move. 
Come,  live  with  me,  and  be  my  love. 

[Thy  silver  dishes,  for  thy  meat. 
As  precious  as  the  Gods  do  eat, 
Shall,  on  an  ivory  table,  be 
Prepared  each  day  for  thee  and  me.] 

The  shepherd  swains  shall  dance  and  sing 
For  thy  delight,  each  May  morning. 
If  these  delights  thy  mind  may  move. 
Then  live  with  me,  and  be  my  love.* 

VARIATIONS. 

•  And  we.  •  Seeing.  1  their, 

s  And  a  thousand.  *  Faire lined  slippers. 

**  It  has  been  much  disputed  whether  this  song  was  written  by  Christopher  Marlcrarc 
or  by  Shakespeare.  The  first  time  which  it  appeared  in  print^  as  far  as  can  be  traced, 
was  in  "  The  Passionate  Pilgrim  and  other  Sonnets,  by  Mr  William  Shakespeare,"  priated 
by  Jaggard,  in  15991  where  it  is  thus  given  : — 

Live  with  me,  and  be  my  love,  There  will  I  make  thee  a  bed  of  roses, 

And  we  will  ail  the  pleasures  prove,  With  a  thousand  fragrant  posies ; 

That  hills  and  valleys,  dales  and  fields,  A  cap  of  flowers  and  a  kirtle, 

And  all  the  craggy  moimtains  yield.  Embroidered  all  with  leaves  of  myrtle. 

There  will  we  sit  upon  the  rocks,  A  belt  of  straw  and  yvye-buds. 

And  see  the  shepherds  feed  their  flocks,  With  coral  clasps,  and  amber  studs ; 

By  shallow  rivers,  by  whose  falls.  And  if  these  pleasures  may  thee  move. 

Melodious  birds  stag  madrigals.  Then  live  with  me,  and  be  my  love. 

LOVE'S  ANSWER. 
If  that  the  world  and  love  were  young, 
And  truth  in  every  shepherd's  tongue. 
These  pretty  pleasures  might  me  move 
To  live  with  thee,  and  be  thy  love. 

Several  lines  are  also  quoted  in  the  "  Merry  Wives  of  Windsor,"  act  iii.  sc  1,  wWch 
was  first  printed  in  x6o3,  and  upon  this  evidence  it  has,  with  much  reason,  been  attri- 
buted to  Shakespeare.  But  in  *'  England's  Helicon,"  which  was  published  in  x6oo^  aevm 
years  after  MarUnv^s  tUath^  the  song  occurs  as  printed  by  Walton  (excepting  the 
trifling  variations  which  have  been  pointed  outX  with  the  name  of  Christophtf  Marlowe 
atuched,  and  entitled  "  The  Passionate  Shepherd  to  his  Love."  In  the  Jew  of  Malta, 
however,  a  tragedy  which  was  written  by  Mariowe  before  X593,  but  not  printed  until 
,  he  introduced  the  first  line  of  the  s<Mig  in  the  following  manner : — 


X633,  he  introduced  the  first  line  of  the  song  in  the  following  i 

i^igitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


CHAP.  IV.]  THE  THIRD  DAY,  8i 

Venator.  Trust  me,  master,  it  is  a  choice  song,  and  sweetly 
sung  by  honest  Maudlin.*  I  now  see  it  was  not  without  cause 
that  our  good  queen  Elizabeth  did  so  often  wish  herself  a  milkmaid 
all  the  month  of  May,  because  tliey  are  not  troubled  with  fears 
and  cares,  but  sing  sweetly  all  the  day,  and  sleep  securely  all  the 
night :  and  without  doubt,  honest,  innocent,  pretty  Maudlin  does 
so.     Ill  bestow  Sir  Thomas  Overbury's  milkmaid's  wish  upon 

VARIATION* 

*  Viator,  Trust  me,  master,  it  is  a  choice  song,  and  sweetly  9;ung  by  honest  Maudlin : 
111  bestow  Sir  Thomas  Overbury's  milkmaid's  wi>>h  upon  her,  That  she  may  die  in  the 
Spring,  and  have  good  store  of  flowers  stuck  round  about  her  winding-sheet — \st  edit, 

"  Thou  in  whose  groves  by  Dis  above. 
Shall  live  with  me,  and  be  my  love." 

The  fact  that  Walton  calls  it  Marlowe's  son^,  is  entitled  to  very  little  weight  in  deciding 
by  whom  it  was  vrritten,  because  it  is  certain  that  his  authority  for  the  assertion  was 
his  finding  Marlowe's  name  attached  to  it  in  "  England's  Helicon."  In  the  second,  and 
every  subsequent  edition  of  the  Angler,  however,  he  added  the  sixth  stanza,  which, 
as  has  been  well  observed,  contains  images  that  destroy  the  simplicity  and  pastoral 
character  of  the  piece.  The  "  Nymph's  Replv  to  the  Shepherd,"  or  as  Walton  calls  it, 
'*The  Milkmaias  Mother's  Answer,"  which  is  assigned  by  Walton  to  Sir  Walter 
Raleigh,  was  also  taken  from  "England's  Helicon,"  where  it  was  printed  with  the  sig- 
nature, "  S.  W.  R.,"  but  in  most  copies  of  that  >vork  those  initials  were  pasted  over, 
»nd  **Ignoto"  substituted  for  them,  which  tends  to  prove  that  it  was  not  written  by 
Raleigh ;  and  Walton's  error  probably  arQse  from  using  a  copy  in  which  the  alteration 
had  not  been  made.  It  is  impolksibfe  to  say  who  was  the  author  of  the  "Nymph's 
Reply;"  but  as  the  first  stanza  occurs  in  the  poems  attributed  by  Jaggard  to  Shake- 
q)eare,  at  the  end  of  "Come,  live  with  me,"  entitled  "  Love's  Answer,"  the  evidence  is 
as  strong  in  favour  of  his  having  written  so  much  of  it,  as  that  he  was  the  author  of 
"Come,  live  with  me."  Walton,  it  appears,  also  added  the  sixth  stanza  of  the  Reply 
in  the  second  and  subsequent  editions  of  the  Angler. 

If  the  popularity  of  a  song  is  to  be  estimated  by  the  number  of  imitations  of  it, 
"Come,  hvc  with  mc,"  must  $*ve  been  eminently  popular,  one  of  these  beginnings 

^'Come,  live  with  me,  and  be  my  dear," 
will  be  found  in  '^  England's  Helicon."    Dr  Doime  has  imitated  it  in  a  poem,  entitled 
"The  Bait,"  commencing— 

"  Come,  live  with  me,  and  be  my  love, 
And  we  will  some  new  pleasures  prov^" 
which  Walton  |ias  introduced  in  the  text.  Chap.  XII. 
Herrick,  in  his  Hesperides,  vol.  i.  p.  269,  ed.  1825 — 

'*  Live,  live  with  me,  and  thou  shalt  see." 
The  late  editor  of  Marlowe's  Works  has  printed  the  song,  vol.  iii.  p.  ^x^  apparently  ' 
from  a  different  copy,  in  which  there  are  few  variations.    The  following  is  perhaps  for 
the  better,  I.  xo— 

"And  twine  a  thousand  fragrant  posies." 

This  ballad,  Steevens  remarks,  appears  to  have  furnished  Milton  with  the  hint  for  the 
last  lines  of  L' Allegro  and  Penseroso. 

The  tune  to  which  **  Come,  live  with  me  "  was  sung.  Sir  John  Hawkins  discovered  in 
a  MS.  which  be  says  is  as  old  as  Shakespeare's  time,  and  will  be  found  in  Johnson  and 
Steevens's  Shakespeare,  ed.  1793,  voL  iii.  p.  402. 

A  baUad,  entitlcil  Queen  Ehnor,  to  the  tune  of  "  Come,  live  with  me,"  is  printed  in 
Deloney's  "  Strange  Histories,  or  Songes  and  Sonnets,"  i2mo,  1607. 

Nicolas  Breton,  in  his  "  Poste  with  a  Packet  of  Mad  Letters,"  1637,  410,  alludes  to 
it  in  these  words: — 

"You  shall  heare  the  old  song  that  you  were  wont  to  like  well  of,  sung  by  the  black 
browes  with  the  cherrie-cheeke,  under  the  side  of  the  pide-cowe  :  C«me,  live  with  me, 
and  be  my  love :  you  know  the  rest,  and  so  I  rest" 
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82  THE  COMPLETE  ANGLER.  [part  i. 

her,  "  that  she  may  die  in  the  Spring ;  and,  being  dead,  may  have 
good  store*  of  flowers  stuck  round  about  her  winding-sheet,"* 

W^t  iPlilftmattJ'd  ^Botfifr'ft  9n0fDn.f 

If  all  •  the  world  and  love  were  young, 
And  truth  in  every  shepherd's  tongue, 
These  pretty  pleasures  might  me  move 
To  live  with  thee,  and  be  thy  love. 

But  time'  drives  flocks  from  field  to  fold ; 
When  rivers  rage,  and  rocks  grow  cold ; 
Then  '  Philomel  becometh  dumb  ; 
And  age  *  complains  of  cares  to  come. 

The  flowers  do  fade,  and  wanton  fields 
To  wayward  winter  reckoning  yields. 

VAKIATIONS. 

6  and  have  good  store,  &c. — Until  $tA  edit. 
«  l(  xhaX—Skakespcar/s  Sonnets. 

7  Time  drives  the. — En/Aland's  Helicon, 

8  And. — Angler,  ist  edit.,  and  England s  Helicon. 

B  The  rest — Angler,  xst  edit.,  and  England's  Helicon. 

*  **A/air  attd  happy  milkmaid  **  is  one  of  the  "  Chaiacters**  printed  with  Sir  Thomas 
Overbnry's  "  Wife,"  of  which  near  twenty  editions  had  been  published  before  Walton 
wrote  his  Angler.    1 1  is  as  follows : — 

"A  Fair  and  Happv  MiLKMAro 
Is  a  country  wench,  that  is  so  far  from  making  herself  beautiful  by  art,  that  one  look 
of  hers  is  able  to  put  all  face-physic  out  of  countenance.  She  knows  a  fair  look  is  but  a 
dumb  orator  to  commend  virtue,  therefore  minds  it  not.  Ail  ber  excellencies  stand  in 
her  so  silently,  as  if  they  had  stolen  upon  her  without  her  knowledge,  llie  lininf;  of  her 
apparel  ^which  is  herselO  is  ^iu*  better  than  outsides  of  tissue  ;  for  though  she  be  not 
arrayed  m  the  spoil  of  the  silkworm,  she  is  decked  in  innccency,  a  far  better  wearing. 
She  doth  not,  with  lying  long  abed,  spoil  both  her  complexion  and  conditions ;  nature 
hath  taught  her  too  immoderate  sleep  is  rust  to  the  soul ;  she  rises  therefore  with 
chanticleer,  her  dame's  cock,  and  at  nieht  makes  the  lamb  her  curfew.  In  milking  a 
cow,  and  straining  the  teats  through  tier  fingens,  it  seems  that  so  sweet  a  milk-press 
makes  the  milk  the  whiter  or  sweeter  ;  for  never  came  almond  glue  or  aromatic  ointment 
of  her  palm  to  taint  it.  The  golden  ears  of  com  fall  and  kiss  her  feet  when  she  reaps 
them,  as  if  they  wished  to  be  bound  and  led  prisoners  by  the  same  hand  that  felled 
them.  Her  breath  is  her  own,  which  scents  all  the  year  long  of  June,  like  a  new-made 
haycock.  She  makes  her  hand  hard  with  labour,  and  her  heart  soft  with  pity:  and 
when  winter  evenings  fall  early  (sitting  at  her  merry  wheel)  she  sings  defiance  to  the 
wheel  of  Fortune.  She  doth  all  things  with  so  sweet  a  grace,  it  seems  ignorance  will 
not  suffer  her  to  do  ill,  beine  her  mind  is  to  do  well.  She  bestows  her  year's  wages  at 
next  fair  ;  and  in  choosing  Tier  garments,  counts  no  bravery  in  the  worid  like  decen^. 
The  garden  and  beehive  are  all  her  physic  and  chirurgery,  and  she  lives  the  longer  for  it. 
She  dares  go  alone,  and  unfold  sheep  in  the  night,  and  fears  no  manner  of  ilL  because  she 
means  none :  yet  to  say  truth,  she  is  never  alone,  for  she  is  still  accompanied  with  old 
songs,  honest  thoughts,  and  prayers  but  short  ones  ;  yet  they  have  their  e€icacy,  in  that 
they  are  not  pauled  with  ensuing  idle  cogitations.  Lastly,  her  dreams  are  so  chaste,  that 
she  dare  tell  them :  only  a  Friday's  dream  is  all^  her  superstition :  that  .she  conceals 
for  fear  of  anger.  Thus  lives  she,  and  all  her  care  is  she  may  die  in  Spring-time,  to  have 
store  of  flowers  stuck  upon  her  winding-sheet." — 12th  ediL  8vo,  Lond.  1637. — K, 

t  The  first  stanza  onlv  of  this  song  occurs  in  the  **  Passionate  Pilgrim,"  but  the  whole 
in  "  England's  Helicon,*'  excepting  the  sixth  stanza,  which  was  not  printed  in  the  fint 
edition  of  the  Angler.     See  note  ante. 
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A  honey  tongue,  a  heart  of  ^11, 
Is  fancy's  spring  but  sorrow's  falL 

Thy  gowns,  thy  shoes,  thy  beds  of  roses. 
Thy  cap,  thy  kirtle,  and  thy  posies. 
Soon  break,  soon  wither,  soon  foxgotten  ; 
In  folly  ripe,  in  reason  rotten. 

Thy  belt  of  straw,  and  ivy  buds, 
Thy  coral  clasps,  and  amber  studs. 
All  these  in  me  no  means  can  move 
To  come  to  thee,  and  be  thy  love. 

[What  should  we  talk  of  dainties,  then. 
Of  better  meat  than's  fit  for  men  ? 
These  are  but  vain  :  that's  only  good 
Which  God  hath  blessed,  and  sent  for  food.] 

But  could  youth  last,  and  love  still  breed ; 
Had  joys  no  date,  nor  age  no  need ; 
Then  those  delights  my  mind  might  move 
To  live  with  thee,  and  be  thy  love. 

Mother.!  Well !  I  have  done  my  song.  But  stay,  honest 
anglers  ;  for  I  will  make  Maudlin  sing  you  one  short  song  more.^ 
Maudlin !  sing  that  song  that  you  sung  last  night,  when  young 
Coridon  the  shepherd  played  so  purely  on  his  oaten  pipe  to  you 
and  your  cousin  Betty. 

Maudlin.     I  will,  mother. 

I  married  a  wife  of  late, 
The  more's  my  unhappy  fate  : 
I  married  her  for  love, 
As  my  fancy  did  me  move. 
And  not  for  a  worldly  estate  : 

But  oh  I  the  green  sickness 
Soon  changed  her  likeness ; 
And  all  her  beauty  did  fail. 
But  'tb  not  so 
With  those  that  go 
Thro'  frost  and  snow, 
As  all  men  know, 
And  carry  the  milking*  pail. 

PiSCATOR.     Well  sung,  good  woman  \  I  thank  you.     Ill  give 

VARIATION. 

1  Thb  passage,  the  reply,  and  the  following  Bong,  occur,  for  the  first  time.  In  the 
fi/ik  adit.  In  ihs  preceding  editions,  Piscator's  commendation  '*  Well  sung,"  ftd  is 
applied  to  the  milkmaid's  mother's  answer. 

*  A  song,  entitled  "  The  Bonny  Milk  Maid,"  in  the  same  metre,  is  printed  in  Durfey's 
PUI4  Ujfmtgt  Mtlancholy,  vol.  1.  1719,  lamo. 
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you  another  dish  of  fish  one  of  these  days ;  and  then  beg  another 
song  of  you.  Come,  scholar !  let  Maudlin  alone :  do  not  you 
offer  to  spoil  her  voice.  Look !  yonder  comes  mine  hostess,  to 
call  us  to  supper.     How  now  !  is  my  brother  Peter  come  ? 

Hostess.  Yes,  and  a  friend  with  him.  They  are  both  glad 
to  hear  that  you  are  in  these  parts,  and  long  to  see  you ;  *  and 
long  to  be  at  supper,  for  they  be  very  himgry. 

Chap.  v.  Piscator.     Well  met,  brother  Peter !  I  heard 

On  the  Trout  you  and  a  friend  would  lodge  here  to-night  i^  and 
that  hath  made'  me  to  bring  my  friend  to  lodge  here  too.  My 
friend  is  one  that  would  fain  be  a  brother  of  the  angle :  he  hath 
been  an  angler  but  this  day  ;  and  I  have  taught  him  how  to  catch 
a  Chub,  by  dapping  with  a  gp-asshopper ;  ^  and  the  Chub  he  caa£^ 
was  a  lusty  one  of  nineteen  inches  long.  But  pray,  brother  Peter, 
who  is  your  companion  ? 

Peter.  Brother  Piscator,  my  friend  is  an  honest  countryman, 
and  his  name  is  Coridon  ;  ^  and  he  is  a  downright  witty  companion, 
that  met  me  here  purposely  to  be  pleasant  and  eat  a  Trout ;  and 
I  have  not  yet  wetted  my  line  since  we  met  together :  but  I  hope 
to  fit  him  with  a  Trout  for  his  breakfast ;  for  Til  be  early  up. 

Piscator.  Nay,  brother,  you  shall  not  stay  so  long ;  for  look 
you  I  here  is  a  Trout  will  fill  six  reasonable  bellies. 

Come,  hostess,*  dress  it  presently ;  and  get  us  what  other  meat 
the  house  will  afford  ;  and  give  us  some  of  your  best  barley-wine, 
the  good  liquor  that  our  honest^  forefathers  did  use  to  drink  of; 
the  drink  which  preserved  their  health,  and  made  them  live  so  long, 
and  to  do  so  many  good  deeds. 

Peter.  On  my  word,  this  Trout  is  perfect  in  season.  Come, 
I  thank  you,  and  here  is  a  hearty  draught  to  you,  and  to  all  the 
brothers  of  the  angle  wheresoever  they  be,  and  to  my  young 
brother's  good  fortune  to-morrow.  I  will  furnish  him  with  a  rod, 
if  you  will  furnish  him  with  the  rest  of  the  tackling :  we  will  set 


VARIATIONS. 


s  lon^  to  see  you,  and  are  hungry,  and  long  to  be  at  supper. — Till^tk  »dit. 
'      f  fdendcast  to  lodge  here  too. — Till ^k edit. 


S  hath  made  me  and  my  f 


^  Krasshopi>er ;  and  he  hath  caught  a  Itisty  one  of  nineteen  inches  long.  But  I  pray, 
brother^  who  is  it  that  is  your  companion  ? — Till  $th  edit. 

*  Condon,  a  most  downright,  witty,  and  merry  companion,  that  met  me  here  pprpoofly 
to  eat  a  Trout  and  to  be  pleasant,  and  I  have  not  yet  wet  my  line  since  I  came  from 
home :  but  I  will  fit  him  to-morrow  with  a  Trout  for  his  breakfast,  if  the  weather  be 
anything  iike. 

Piscator.  Nay,  brothert  you  shall  not  delay  him  so  long,  for  look  you,  here  is  fi 
Trout.— r/V/  itk  edit. 

0  Come,  hostess*  dress  it  fnesently.  and  get  us  what  other  meat  the  house  will  affoid, 


and  give  us  some  cood  ale,  and  let's  be  merry. — xst  edit. 
'  that  our  good  honest  forefathers  used  to  drink  of,  whi( 


which  preaonred,  &c. — TillstM  fdif. 
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him  up,  and  make  him  a  fisher.  And  I  will  tell  him  one  thing 
for  his  encouragement,  that  his  fortune  hath  made  him  happy  to 
be  scholar  to  such  a  master ;  a  master  that  knows  as  much,  both 
of  the  nature  and  breeding  of  fish,  as  any  man  ;  and  can  also  tell 
him  as  well  how  to  catch  a^d  cook  them,  from  the  Minnow  to  the 
Salmon,  as  any  that  I  ever  met  withal. 

PiSCATOR.  Trust  me,  brother  Peter,  I  find  my  scholar  to  be 
so  suitable  to  my  own  humour,  which  is  to  be  free  and  pleasant 
and  civilly  merry,  that  my  resolution  is  to  hide  nothing  that  I  know 
from  him.  Believe  me,  scholar,  this  is  my  resolution ;  and  so 
here's  to  you  a  hearty  draught,  and  to  all  that  love  us  and  the 
honest  art  of  Angling, 

Venator.  Trust  me,  good  master,  you  shall  not  sow  your 
seed  in  barren  ground;  for  I  hope  to  return  you  an  increase 
answerable  to  your  hopes:  but,  however,  you  shall  find  me 
obedient,  and  thankfiil,  and  serviceable  to  my  best  ability. 

PiSCATOR.  Tis  enough,  honest  scholar  I  come,  let's  to  supper. 
Come,  my  friend  Condon,  this  Trout  looks  lovely ;  it  was  twenty- 
two  inches  when  it  was  taken  ;  and  the  belly  of  it  looked,  some 
part  of  it,  as  yellow  as  a  marigold,  and  part  of  it  as  white  as  a 
lily ;  and  yet,  methinks,  it  looks  better  in  this  good  sauce. 

CORIDON.  Indeed,  honest  friend,  it  looks  well,  and  tastes 
well :  I  thank  you  for  it,  and  so  doth  my  fiiend  Peter,  or  else  he 
b  to  blame. 

Peter.  Yes,  and  so  I  do ;  we  all  thank  you :  and  when  W2 
have  supped,  I  will  get  my  friend  Coridon  to  sing  you  a  song  for 
requital. 

CORIDON.  I  will  sing  a  song,  if  anybody  will  sing  another  : 
else,  to  be  plain  with  you,  I  will  sing  none.  I  am  none  of  those 
that  sing  for  meat,  but  for  company :  I  say, 

*•  Tis  merry  in  hall. 
When  men  sing  all."* 

PiSCATOR.  Ill  promise  you  111  sing  a  song  that  was  lately 
made,  at  my  request,  by  Mr  William  Basse ;  one  that  hath  made 
the  choice  songs  of  the  "  Hunter  in  his  career,"  and  of  **  Tom  of 
Bedlam,"  t  and  many  others  of  note ;  and  this,  that  I  will  sing,  is 
in  praise  of  Angling. 


*  A  parody  on  the  adage, 


"  It's  merry  in  hall. 
When  beards  wag  all." 


i^e^  when  all  are  eating. — H. 

t  Thift  song,  beginnin^^  "  Forth  from  my  sad  and  darksome  cell,"  with  the  music  to  it, 
set  by  Hen.  Lawei,  is  printed  in  a  book  entitled  Playibrd's  AntidoU  against  Meia$uholy, 
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CORIDON.  And  then  mine  shall  be  the  praise  of  a  Country- 
man's life.     What  will  the  rest  sing  of? 

Peter.  I  will  promise  you,  I  will  sing  another  song  in  praise 
of  Angling  to-morrow  night ;  for  we  will  not  part  till  then  ;  but 
fish  to-morrow,  and  sup  together :  and  the  next  day  every  man 
leave  fishing,  and  fall  to  his  business. 

Venator.  *Tis  a  match ;  and  I  will  provide  you  a  song  or  a 
catch  against  then,  too,  which  shall  give  some  addition  of  mirth 
to  the  company ;  for  we  will  be  civil  and  as  merry  *  as  beggars. 

PiSCATOR.  'Tis  a  match,  my  masters.  Let's  e'en  say  grace, 
and  turn  to  the  fire,  drink  the  other  cup  to  whet  our  whistles,  and 
so  sing  away  all  sad  thoughts.  Come  on,  my  masters,  who 
begins  ?     I  think  it  is  best  to  draw  cuts,  and  avoid  contention. 

Peter.     It  is  a  match.     Look,  the  shortest  cut  falls  to  Coridoiu 

CORIDON.     Well,  then,  I  will  begin,  for  I  hate  contention. 


Corilron'0  Smtg. 

Oh  the  sweet  contentment  Our  clothing  is  good  sheep-skins. 

The  countryman  doth  find  !  Grey  russet  for  our  wives ; 

Heigh  troloUie  loUie  loe,  Heigh  troloUie  loUie  loe,  &c. 

Heigh  troloUie  lee.  Tis  warmth  and  not  gay  doihing 

That  quiet  contemplation  That  doth  prolong  our  lives : 
Possesseth  all  my  mind :  Tiien  care  away,  &c 

Then  care  away, 

And  wend  along  with  me.  ^,       ,      ,  ,    . ,     ,  , 

The  ploughman,  tho  he  labour  hard. 

For  Courts  are  full  of  flattery,  Yet  on  the  holyday, 
As  hath  too  oft  been  tried ;  Heigh  troloUie  loUie  loe,  &a 

Heigh  troloUie  loUie  loe,  &c.  No  emperor  so  merrily 

The  city  full  of  wantonness.  Does  pass  his  time  away : 
And  both  are  full  of  pride :  Then  care  away,  &c. 

Then  care  away,  &c 

But  oh,  the  honest  countryman  To  recompense  our  tillage. 

Speaks  truly  from  his  heart,  The  heavens  afford  us  showers; 

Heigh  troloUie  lollie  loe,  &c.  Heigh  troloUie  loUie  loe,  &c. 

His  pride  is  in  his  tUIage,  And  for  our  sweet  refreshments 

His  norses,  and  his  cart :  The  earth  affords  us  bowers : 

Then  care  away,  &c.  Then  care  away,  &c 

Variation.]    8  for  we  will  be  merry.— TV// sM  edit. 

8vo,  1669 ;  and  in  Choic*  Ayrvs,  Stmgs,  and  Dialogues,  to  sing  to  the  Theorbo^  Luie^ 
a*id  Bass  Viol,  folio,  1675 :  also  in  Dr  Percy's  Reliques  0/ Ancient  English  Poetry,  vol. 
ii-  P*  357 :  but  in  the  latter  with  a  misuke^  in  the  last  line  of  the  third  stania,  of  th« 
word  Pentarchye  for  Pefttateuch. — H. 
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The  cuckow  and  the  nightingale       This  is  not  half  the  happiness 
Full  merrily  do  sing.  The  countiyman  enjoys  ; 

Heigh  trolollie  lollie  loe,  &c.  Heigh  trolollie  loUie  loe,  &c. 

And  with  their  pleasant  roundelajrs  Though  others  think  they  have  as  much, 
Bid  welcome  to  the  spring :  Yet  he  that  says  so  lies : 

Then  care  away,  &c.  Then  come  away, 

Turn  countTjrmen  with  me. 

Jo.  Chalkhill.* 

PiSCATOR.  Well  sung,  Condon,  this  song  was  sung  with 
mettle ;  and  it  was  choicely  fitted  to  the  occasion  :  I  shall  love 
you  for  it  as  long  as  I  know  you.  I  would  you  were  a  brother  of 
the  angle ;  for  a  companion  that  is  cheerful,  and  free  from  swear- 
ing and  scurrilous  discourse,  is  worth  gold.  I  love  such  mirth  as 
does  not  make  friends  ashamed  to  look  upon  one  another  next 
morning ;  nor  men,  that  cannot  well  bear  it,  to  repent  the  money 
they  spend  when  they  be  warmed  with  drink.  And  take  this  for 
a  rule  :  you  may  pick  out  such  times  and  such  companies,  that 
you  make  yourselves  merrier  for  a  little  than  a  great  deal  of 
money ;  for  "  'Tis  the  company  and  not  the  charge  that  makes 
the  feast ;"  and  such  a  companion  you  prove  :  I  thank  you  for  it. 

But  I  will  not  compliment  you  out  of  the  debt  that  I  owe  you, 
and  therefore  I  will  begin  my  song,  and  wish  it  may  be  so  well 
liked. 

•  John  Chalkhill^  of  whom  and  his  family  a  notice  will  be  found  in  the  Life  0/ 
Waiton^  prefixed  to  this  Tolume.  "To  this  song  the  merry  chorus  of  •  Hey  trolly  lo* 
is  attached  as  a  burthen,  which  was  then  in  much  repute.  A  song:,  entitled  Troly  Lo,  is 
printed  by  Ritson  (Antient  Songs  from  Hen.  III.  to  the  Revolutioni  1790,  p.  93)  from 
a  M&  in  the  Sloane  Collection,  No.  1584,  commencing  :— 

*  So  well  ys  me  be  gone,  troly  lole  so  * 

Well  ys  me  be  gone  troly  loley.' 

**  In  A  new  and  merry  Enterlude  called  the  Triall  of  Treeuure^  '567,  where  a  drinking 
chaunt  of  *  Luste  like  a  gallant '  has  the  following  lines : — 

Hey  rowse,  fill  all  the  pottes  in  the  house, 

Tushe  man,  in  good  felowship  let  vs  be  mery, 
Lonke  vp  like  a  man  or  it  i^  not  worth  a  louse, 
Hey  how  troly  lowe,  hey  dery,  dery. 
In  the  comedy  of  The  late  Lancashire  Witches,  1634,  the  song  to  the  familiars,  Mawsy, 
Piickling,  &c.  invitee  them  to 

Suck  our  blouds  freely,  and  with  it  be  jolly, 
While  merrily  we  sing,  Hey  trolly  lolly. 
And  in  Brome's  comedy  of  The  Jovial  Crewt  or  the  Merry  Beggars,  1641,  Is  the  follow- 
ing catch,  afterwards  inserted  in  nearly  every  musical  collection  of  that  period  : — 
There  was  an  old  fellow  at  Waltham  Cross, 
Who  merrily  sung  when  he  hVd  by  the  loss ; 
He  never  was  heard  to  sigh  with  hey-ho^ 
But  sent  it  out  with  a  haigh  trollv  lo. 
He  chear'd  up  his  heart,  when  his  goods  went  to  wrack, 
With  a  heghm,  boy,  heghm,  and  a  cup  of  old  sack. 

In  the  Weekly  Journal  of  30th  luly  171  <,  there  is  mention  of  a  noted  female  offender. 
pro<tituie.  and  housebreaker,  called  Trolly  Lolly ^  who  had  been  tried  at  nine  assizes»  and 
always  saved  herself  from  the  capital  part  of  the  offence  by  pregnancy." — £u.  H. 
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W^t  9n(jlet'«  Sang. 

As  inward  love  breeds  outward  talk. 
The  hound  some  praise,  and  some  the  hawk. 
Some,  better  pleased  with  private  sport. 
Use  tennis,  some  a  mistress  court  : 
But  these  delights  I  neither  wish. 
Nor  envy,  while  I  freely  fish. 

Who  hunts,  doth  oft  in  danger  ride ; 

"Who  hawks,  lures  oft  both  far  and  wide  : 

Who  uses  games  shall  often  prove 

A  loser  ;  but  who  falls  in  love, 

Is  fetter'd  in  fond  Cupid's  snare : 
My  angle  breeds  me  no  such  care. 

Of  recreation  there  is  none 
So  free  as  fishing  is  alone  ; 
All  other  pastimes  do  no  less 
Than  mind  and  body  both  possess : 

My  hand  alone  my  work  can  do, 

So  I  can  fish  smd  study  too. 

I  care  not,  I,  to  fish  in  seas, 
Fresh  rivers  best  my  mind  do  please, 
Whose  sweet  calm  course  I  contempl.itc, 
And  seek  in  life  to  imitate  : 

In  civil  bounds  I  fain  would  keep, 
And  for  my  past  offences  weep. 

And  when  the  timorous  Trout  I  wait 

To  take,  and  he  devours  my  bait, 

How  poor  a  thing,  sometimes  I  find, 

Will  captivate  a  greedy  mind  : 

And  when  none  bite,  I  praise  the  wise 
Whom  vain  allurements  ne'er  surprise. 

But  yet,  though  while  I  fish,  I  fast, 

I  make  good  fortune  my  repast ; 

And  thereunto  my  friend  invite. 

In  whom  I  more  than  that  delight : 
Who  is  more  welcome  to  my  dish 
Than  to  my  angle  was  my  fish. 

As  well  content  no  prize  to  take. 

As  use  of  taken  prize  to  make  : 

For  so  our  Lord  was  pleased,  when 

He  fishers  made  fishers  of  men  ; 

Where,  which  is  in  no  other  game, 
A  man  may  fish  and  praise  his  name. 

The  first  men  that  our  Saviour  dear 
Did  choose  to  wait  upon  him  here. 
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Blest  fishers  were,  and  fish  the  last 

Food  was  that  he  on  earth  did  taste  : 
I  therefore  strive  to  follow  those 
Whom  he  to  follow  him  hath  chose. 

W.  B.» 

CORIDON.  Well  sung,  brother,  you  have  paid  your  debt  in 
good  coin.  We  anglers  are  all  beholden  to  the  good  man  that 
made  this  song  :  come,  hostess,  give  us  more  ale,  and  let's  drink 
to  him.  And  now  let*s  every  one  go  to  bed,  that  we  may  rise 
early  :  but  first  let* s  pay  our  reckoning,  for  I  will  have  nothing  to 
hinder  me  in  the  morning ;  for  my  purpose  is  to  prevent  the  sun- 
rising. 

Peter.  A  match.  Come,  Coridon,  you  are  to  be  my  bed- 
fellow. I  know,  brother,  you  and  your  scholar  will  lie  together. 
But  where  shall  we  meet  to-morrow  night  ?  for  my  friend  Coridon 
and  I  will  go  up  the  water  towards  Ware. 

PisCATOR.  And  my  scholar  and  I  will  go  down  towards 
Waltham. 

Coridon.  Then  let's  meet  here,  for  here  are  fresh  sheets  that 
smell  of  lavender ;  and  I  am  sure  we  cannot  expect  better  meat, 
or  better  usage  in  any  place. 

Peter.     'Tis  a  match.     Good-night  to  everybody. 

PiSCATOR.     And  so  say  I. 

Venator.     And  so  say  I. 

*  These  initials,  apparently  of  William  Basse,  ocour  in  the  first  edition  only,  and  prove 
that  Walton,  in  saying  that  this  song  '•  was  lately  made  at  my  request"  by  that  composer, 
did  not  refer  to  the  mu^ic  only.  In  the  Life  and  Remains  of  Dean  Bathurst,  by  Warton* 
8vo.,  1761,  are  verses"  To  Mr  W.  Basse  upon  the  intended  publication  of  his  Poem%  Jan. 
>1  i^ji*"  to  which  Warton  adds  in  a  note,  "  I  find  no  account  of  this  writer  or  his  poems.  * 
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CHAPTER  V.  TO  CHAPTER  XVL 

PISCATOR  AND   VENATOR. 

PISCATOR.  Good -morrow,  good  hostess,  I  see  my  brother 
Peter  is  still  in  bed.  Come,  give  my  scholar  and  me^  a 
morning-drink,  and  a  bit  of  meat  to  breakfast :  and  be  sure  to  get 
a  dish  of  meat  or  two  against  supper,  for  we  shall  come  home  as 
hungry  as  hawks.     Come,  scholar,  let's  be  going. 

Venator.*  Well  now,  good  master,  as  we  walk  towards  the 
river,  give  me  direction,  according  to  your  promise,  how  I  shall 
fish  for  a  Trout. 

PiscATOR.  My  honest  scholar,  I  will  take  this  very  convenient 
opportunity  to  do  it. 

The  Trout  is  usually  caught  with  a  worm,  or  a  minnow,  which 
some  call  a  penk,  or  with  a  fly,  viz.,  either  a  natural  or  an  arti- 
ficial fly  :  concerning  which  three,  I  will  give  you  some  observations 
and  directions. 

And,  first,  for  worms.     Of  these  there  be  very  many  sorts : 

VARIATIOKS. 

1  and  me  a  cup  of  ale,  and  be  sure  you  get  us  a  good  dish  of  meat,  &c.—  i»t  edit. 

*  Viator.  Good  master,  a«  wc  walk  towards  the  water,  will  you  be  pleased  lo  make- 
the  way  seem  shorter  by  telling  me  first  the  nature  of  the  Trout,  and  then  how  to  catch 
himf 
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some  breed  only  in  the  earth,  as  the  earth-worm ;  others  of,  or 
amongst  plants,  as  the  dug- worm  ;  and  others  breed  either  out  of 
excrements,  or  in  the  bodies  of  living  creatures,  as  in  the  horns 
of  sheep  or  deer ;  or  some  of  dead  flesh,  as  the  maggot  or  gentle, 
and  others. 

Now  these  be  most  of  them  particularly  good  for  particular 
fishes.  But  for  the  Trout,  the  dew-worm,  which  some  also  call 
the  lob-worm,  and  the  brandling,  are  the  chief ;  and  especially 
the  first  for  a  great  Trout,  and  th«  latter  for  a  less.  There  be 
also  of  lob-worms,  some  odled  squint-tails,  a  worm  that  has  a  red 
head,  a  streak  down  the  back,  and  a  broad  tail,  which  are  noted 
to  be  the  best,  because  they  are  the  toughest  and  most  lively,  and 
live  longest  in  the  water ;  for  you  are  to  know  that  a  dead  worm 
is  but  a  dead  bait,  and  like  to  catch  nothing,  compared  to  a  lively, 
quick,  stirring  worm.  And  for  a  brandling,  he  is  usually  found 
in  an  old  dunghill,  or  some  very  rotten  place  near  to  it,  but  most 
usually  in  cow-dung,  or  hog's-dung,  rather  than  horse-dung,  which 
is  somewhat  too  hot  and  dry  for  that  worm.  But  the  best  of  them 
are  to  be  found  in  the  bark  of  the  tanners,  which  they  cast  up  in 
heaps  after  they  have  used  it  about  their  leather. 

There  are  also  divers  other  kinds  of  worms,  which,  for  colour 
and  shape,  alter  even  as  the  ground  out  of  which  they  are  got ;  as 
the  marsh-worm,  the  tag-tail,  the  flag-worm,  the  dock-worm,  the 
oak-worm,  the  g^lt-tail,  the  twachel  or  lob-worm,*  which  of  all 
others  is  the  most  excellent  bait  for  a  salmon,  and  too  many  to 
name,  even  as  many  sorts  as  some  think  there  be  of  several  herbs 
or  shrubs,  or  of  several  kinds  of  birds  in  the  air  :^  of  which  I  shall 
say  no  more,  but  tell  you,  that  what  worms  soever  you  fish  witli, 
are  the  better  for  being  well  scoured,  that  is,  long  kept  before  they 
he  used  :^  and  in  case  you  have  not  been  so  provident,  then  the 

VARIATIONS. 

*  eren  as  many  sorts  as  some  think  thert  b«  of  several  kinds  of  birds  in  the  air. — \ti 
idit. 

^  are  the  better  for  being  long  kept  before  they  be  used.— ix/,  2</,  34/,  and  ^th  edit. 

*  To  avoid  confusion,  it  may  be  necessary  to  remark  that  the  same  kind  of  worm  is, 
IB  different  places,  known  by  different  names :  thus  the  marsh  and  the  meadow  worm 
are  the  »ame :  the  lob-worm  or  twachel  \%  called  the  dew-worm»  and  the  garden  worm ; 
and  the  dock-worm  is,  in  some  places,  called  the  flag-worm.  The  Ug-tail  is  found  in  March 
and  Aprils  in  marled  lands  or  meadows,  after  a  shower  of  rain ;  or  in  a  roornmg,  when 
the  weather  is  calm,  and  not  cold.  To  find  oak-worms,  beat  on  an  oak-tree  that  grows 
over  a  highway  or  bare  place,  and  they  will  fall.  To  find  the  dock  or  flag  worm,  go  to 
Ml  old  nond  or  pit,  and  pull  up  some  of  the  flags ;  shake  the  roots,  and  amongic  the 
fibres  that  grow  from  them  you  will  find  little  husks,  or  cases,  of  a  reddish  or  yellowikh 
cotoor ;  open  these,  and  take  thence  a  little  worm,  pale  and  yellow,  or  white,  like  a 
fentle,  but  k>oger  and  slenderer,  with  rows  of  feet  down  his  belly,  and  a  red  head ;  thi» 
a  an  cxccUcnt  bait  for  Grayling,  Tench,  Bream,  Carp,  Koach,  and  Dace.~H. 
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way  to  cleanse  and  scour  them  quickly  is,  to  put  them  all  night 
in  water,  if  they  be  lob-worms,  and  then  put  them  into  your  bag 
with  fennel.     But  you  must  not  put  your  brandlings  above  an 
hour  in  water,  and  then  put  them  into  fennel^  for  sudden  use : 
but  if  you  have  time,  and  purpose  to  keep  them  long,  then  they 
be  best  preserved  in  an  earthen  pot,  with  good  store  of  moss, 
which  is  to  be  fresh  every  three  or  four  days  in  simuner,  and  every 
week  or  eight  days  in  winter ;  ^  or,  at  least,  the  moss  taken  from 
them,  and  clean  washed,  and  wrung  betwixt  your  hands  till  it  be 
dry,  and  then  put  it  to  them  again.     And  when  your  worms, 
especially  the  brandling,  begins  to  be  sick  and  lose  of  his  bigness, 
then  you  may  recover  him,  by  putting  a  little  milk  or  cream,  about 
a  spoonful  in  a  day,  into  them,  by  drops  on  the  moss ;  and  if 
there  be  added  to  the  cream  an  ^%%  beaten  and  boiled  in  it,  then 
it  will  both  fatten  and  preserve  them  long.*     And  note,  that  when 
the  knot,  which  is  near  to  the  middle  of  the  brandling,  b^ins 
to  swell,  then  he  is  sick;  and,  if  he  be  not  well  looked  to,  is 
near  dying.     And  for  moss,  you  are  to  note  that  there  be  divers 
kinds  of  it,t  which  I  could  name  to  you,  but  I  will  only  tell  you 
that  that  which  is  Ukest  a  buck's-hom  is  the  best,  except  it  be 
soft  white  moss,  which  grows  on  some  heaths,  and  is  hard  to  be 
found.     And  note,  that  in  a  very  dry  time,  when  you  are  put  to 
an  extremity  for  worms,  walnut-tree  leaves  squeezed  into  water,  or 
salt  in  water,  to  make  it  bitter  or  salt,  and  then  that  water  poured 
on  the  ground  where  you  shall  see  worms  are  used  to  rise  in  the 
night,  will  make  them  to  appear  above  ground  presently.  J     And 

VARIATION. 

^  with  good  Store  of  moss,  which  is  to  be  fresh  every  week  or  eight  days. — xtt  eJil. 

*  Observe  that  the  lob,  marsh,  and  red  worms  will  bear  more  scouring  than  any  others^ 
»re  better  for  long  keeping,  and  that  when  changing  their  moss,  particular  care  should 
be  taken  to  remove  those  which  are  dead  or  wounded,  as  they  soon  become  putrid  and 
infect  the  others. — H. 

t  Naturalists  reckon  above  two  hundred. — H. 

X  This  practice  was  one  of  the  common  sports  of  schoolboys  at  the  time  Erasmns 
wrote  his  Colloquies,  In  that  entitled  Vtnatio^  or  Hunting,  a  company  of  them  go 
abroad  into  the  fields  and  one  named  Laurence  proposes  fishing ;  but  having  no  wonns 
Bartholus  objects  the  want  of  them,  till  Laurence  tells  him  how  he  may  get  some.  The 
dialogue  is  very  natural  and  descriptive.  **  Lau.  I  should  like  to  go  a-nshing ;  I  have 
a  neat  hook.  Bartk.  But  where  will  you  |[^et  baits?  Lau,  There  are  earth-worms 
everywhere  to  be  had.  Bartk.  So  there'are,  4f  they^  would  but  creep  out  of  the  ground 
to  you.  Lau.  I  will  make  a  great  many  thousands  jump  out  presently.  Bartk.  How? 
by  witchcraft?  Lau.  You  shall  see  the  art.  Fill  this  bucket  with  water:  break  these 
green  shells  of  walnuts  to  pieces,  and  put  them  into  it ;  wet  the  ground  with  the  water. 
Now,  mind  a  little.  Do  you  see  them  coming  out?  Barth.  I  see  a  miracle  ;  I  believe 
the  armed  men  started  out  of  the  earth  after  this  manner,  from  the  serpents  teeth  chat 
were  sown." 

The  above  exclamation  is  clearly  an  allusion  to  the  fable  in  the  second  book  of  Ovid's 
Metamorphoses:  where  Cadmus,  by  scattering  the  serpent's  teeth  <m  the  ground,  caaaes 
armed  men  to  spring  out  of  it.— H. 


Digitized 


by  Google 


CHAP,  v.]  THE  FOURTH  DA  Y.  93 

you  may  take  notice,  some  say  that  camphire  put  into  your  bag 
with  your  moss  and  worms  gives  them  a  strong  and  so  tempting 
a  smdl,  that  the  fish  fare  the  worse  and  you  the  better  for  it. 

And  now,  I  shall  show  you  how  to  bait  your  hook  with  a 
worm  so  as  shall  prevent  you  from  much  trouble,  and  the  loss  of 
many  a  hook,  too,  when  you  fish  for  a  Trout  with  a  running  line  ;  ^ 
that  is  to  say,  when  you  fish  for  him  by  hand  at  the  ground.  I 
will  direct  you  in  this  as  plainly  as  1  can,  that  you  may  not 
mistake. 

Suppose  it  be  a  big  lob-worm  :  put  your  hook  into  him  some- 
what above  the  middle,  and  out  again  a  little  below  the  middle  : 
having  .so  done,  draw  your  worm  above  the  arming  of  your  hook  ; 
but  note  that,  at  the  entering  of  yoiur  hook,  it  must  not  be  at  the 
headend  of  the  worm,  but  at  the  tail-end  of  him,  that  the  point 
of  your  hook  may  come  oui  toward  the  head-end ;  and  having 
drawn  him  above  the  arming  of  your  hook,  then  put  the  point  of 
your  hook  again  into  the  very  head  of  the  worm,  till  it  come  near 
to  the  place  where  the  point  of  the  hook  first  came  out,  and  then 
draw  back  that  part  of  the  worm  that  was  above  the  shank  or 
arming  of  your  hook,  and  so  fish  with  it.  And  if  you  mean  to 
fish  with  two  worms,  then  put  the  second  on  before  you  turn  back 
the  hook's-head  of  the  first  worm.  You  cannot  lose  above  two  or 
three  worms  before  you  attain  to  what  I  direct  you ;  and  having 
attained  it,  you  will  find  it  very  useful,  and  thank  me  for  it :  for 
you  will  run  on  the  ground  without  tangling. 

Now  for  the  Minnow  or  Penk  :  he  is  not  easily  found  and 
caught  till  March,  or  in  April,  for  then  he  appears  first  in  the 
river ;  nature  having  taught  him  to  shelter  and  hide  himself,  in  the 
winter,  in  ditches  that  be  near  to  the  river ;  and  there  both  to 
hide  and  keep  himself  warm  in  the  mud,  or  in  the  weeds,^  which 
rot  not  so  soon  as  in  a  running  river,  in  which  place  if  he  were 
in  winter,  the  distempered  fioods  that  are  usually  in  that  season 

VARIATION. 

•  For  the  Minnow  or  Penke,  he  is  easily  found  and  caught  in  April,  for  then  he 
appears  in  the  rivers  ;  but  nature  hath  taught  him  to  shelter  and  hide  himself  in  the 
winter  in  ditches  that  be  near  to  the  river,  and  there  both  to  hide  and  keep  himself  warm 
in  the  weeds,  &c — \tt  and  2d  edit, 

*  The  running  line,  so  called  because  it  runs  along  the  jground,  is  usually  made  <^ 
•troog  »lk :  but  many  prefer  hair,  thus  fitted  up.  About  ten  inches  from  the  end ,  fasten 
a  small  defk  shot ;  then  make  a  hole  through  a  pistol  or  musket  bullet,  according  to  the 
swiftness  of  the  stream  you  fish  in  ;  and  put  the  line  through  it,  and  draw  the  bullet 
down  to  the  shot :  to  the  end  of  your  line  fasten  an  Indian-grass  or  silkworm  gut,  with 
a  large  hook.  Or  you  may,  instead  of  a  bullet,  fix  four  large  s-hot,  at  the  distance  of 
eight  inches  from  the  hook.  This  line  is  used  for  Trout,  Grayling,  and  Salmon-sraelts ; 
ajxl  is  proper  only  for  streams  and  rapid  waters. 
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would  suffer  him  to  take  no  rest,  but  carry  him  headlong  to  mills 
and  weirs,  to  his  confusion.  And  of  these  Minnows  :  first,  you 
are  to  know  that  the  biggest  size  is  not  the  best ;  and  next,  that 
the  middle  size  and  the  whitest  are  the  best ;  and  then  you  are  to 
know  that  your  minnow  must  be  so  put  on  your  hook  that  it 
must  turn  round  when  'tis  drawn  against  the  stream  ;  and,  that 
it  may  turn  nimbly,  you  must  put  it  on  a  big-sized  hook,  as  I  shall 
now  direct  you,  which  is  thus  :  Put  your  hook  in  at  his  mouth, 
and  out  at  his  gill ;  then,  having  drawn  your  hook  two  or  three 
inches  beyond  or  through  his  gill,  put  it  again  into  his  mouth,  and 
the  point  and  beard  out  at  his  tail ;  and  then  tie  the  hook  and  his 
tail  about,  very  neatly,  with  a  white  thread,  which  will  make  it 
the  apter  to  turn  quick  in  the  water ;  that  done,  pull  back  that 
part  of  your  line  which  was  slack  when  you  did  put  your  hook  into 
the  minnow  the  second  time  ;  I  say,  pull  that  part  of  your  line 
back,  so  that  it  shall  fasten  the  head,  so  that  the  body  of  the 
minnow  shall  be  almost  straight  on  your  hook  :  this  done,  try  how 
it  will  turn,  by  drawing  it  across  the  water  or  against  a  stream ; 
and  if  it  do  not  turn  nimbly,  then  turn  the  tail  a  little  to  the  right 
or  left  hand,  and  try  again,  till  it  turn  quick ;  for  if  not,  you  are 
in  danger  to  catch  nothing  :  for  know,  that  it  is  impossible  that  it 
should  turn  too  quick.  And  you  are  yet  to  know,  that  in  case 
you  want  a  minnow,  then  a  small  loach,  or  a  sticlde-bag,  or  any 
other  small  fish  that  will  turn  quick,  will  serve  as  well  And  you 
are  yet  to  know  that  you  may  salt  them,  and  by  that  means  keep 
them  ready  and  fit  for  use  three  or  four  days,  or  longer ;  and 
that,  of  salt,  bay-salt  is  the  best 

And  here  let  me  tell  you,  what  many  old  anglers  know  right 
well,  that  at  some  times,  and  in  some  waters,  a  minnow  is  not  to 
be  got ;  and  therefore,  let  me  tell  you,  I  have,  which  I  will  show 
to  you,  an  artificial  minnow,  that  will  catch  a  Trout  as  well  as  an 
artificial  fly:  and  it  was  made  by  a  handsome  woman  that  had  a 
fine  hand,  and  a  live  minnow  lying  by  her  :  the  mould  or  body 
of  the  minnow  was  cloth,  and  wrought  upon,  or  over  it,  thus,  with 
a  needle ;  the  back  of  it  with  very  sad  French  green  silk,  and 
paler  green  silk  towards  the  belly,  shadowed  as  perfectly  as  you 
can  imagine,  just  as  you  see  a  minnow :  the  belly  was  wrought  also 
with  a  needle,  and  it  was,  a  part  of  it,  white  silk ;  and  another 
part  of  it  with  silver  thread  :  the  tail  and  fins  were  of  a  quill, 
which  was  shaven  thin :  the  eyes  were  of  two  little  black  beads : 
and  the  head  was  so  shadowed,  and  all  of  it  so  curiously  wrought, 
and  so  exactly  dissembled|  that  it  would  beguile  any  sharp-sighted 
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Trout  in  a  swift  stream.  And  this  minnow  I  will  now  show  you, 
look,  here  it  is,  and,  if  you  like  it,  lend  it  you,  to  have  two  or  three 
made  by  it ;  for  they  be  easily  carried  about  an  angler,  and  be  of 
excellent  use  :  for  note,  that  a  large  Trout  will  come  as  fiercely  at 
a  minnow  as  the  highest-mettled  hawk  doth  seize  on  a  partiidge, 
or  a  greyhound  on  a  hare.  I  have  been  told  that  one  hundred 
and  sixty  minnows  have  been  found  in  a  Trout's  belly  :  either 
the  Trout  had  devoured  so  many,  or  the  miller  that  gave  it  a 
friend  of  mine  had  forced  them  down  his  throat  after  he  had 
taken  him. 

Now  for  Flies ;  which  is  the  third  bait  wherewith  Trouts  are 
usually  taken.  You  are  to  know  that  there  are  so  many  sorts  of 
flies  as  there  be  of  fruits  :  I  will  name  you  but  some  of  them  ;  as 
the  dun-fly,  the  stone-fly,  the  red-fly,  the  moor-fly,  the  tawny-fly, 
the  shell-fly,  the  cloudy  or  blackish  fly,  the  flag-fly,  the  vine-fly; 
there  be  of  flies,  caterpillars,  and  canker-flies,  and  bear-flies  ;  and 
indeed  too  many  either  for  me  to  name  or  for  you  to  remember. 
And  their  breeding  is  so  various  and  wonderful  diat  I  might  easily 
amaze  myself  and  tire  you  in  a  relation  of  them. 

And,  yet,  I  will  exercise  your  promised  patience  by  saying  a  little 
of  the  caterpillar,  or  the  palmer  fly  or  worm ;  that  by  them  you  may 
guess  what  a  work  it  were,  in  a  discourse,  but  to  run  over  those 
very  many  flies,  worms,  and  littie  living  creatures,  with  which  the 
sun  and  sunmaer  adorn  and  beautify  the  river-banks  and  meadows, 
both  for  the  recreation  and  contemplation  of  us  anglers  ;  pleasures 
which,  I  think,  myself  enjoy  more  than  any  other  man  that  is  not 
of  my  profession. 

Pliny  holds  an  opinion,  that  many  have  their  birth,  or  being, 
from  a  dew  that  in  the  spring  falls  upon  the  leaves  of  trees  ;  and 
that  some  kinds  of  them  are  from  a  dew  left  upon  herbs  or  flowers  ; 
and  others  from  a  dew  left  upon  coleworts  or  cabbages  :  all  which 
kinds  of  dews  being  thickened  and  condensed,  are  by  the  sun's 
generative  heat,  most  of  them,  hatched,  and  in  three  days  made 
living  creatures  :  *  and  these  of  several  shapes  and  colours  ;  some 
being  hard  and  tough,  some  smooth  and  soft ;  some  are  homed 
in  their  head,  some  in  their  tail,  some  have  none  ;  some  have  hair, 
some  none :  some  have  sixteen  feet,  some  less,  and  some  have 
none  :  but,  as  our  Topsel  hath  with  great  diligence  observed,t 

*  The  doctrine  of  spontaneous  or  equivocal^  generation  i«  now  univer^Ily  exploded ; 
and  all  the  phetncmena  that  seem  to  support  it  are  accounted  for  on  other  principles. 
See  Derham's  Pkys.  Theol.  chap.  15,  and  the  authorities  there  cited  ;  Mr  Ra/s  Wisdom 
0/C^fd  mani/uttdin  the  W0rks  of  th*  Creation^  298.  and  Franc.  Red|,  Dt  Gen,  /nsfct, 
— H.  t  In  his  History  of  Serpents. 
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those  which  have  none,  move  upon  the  earth,  or  upon  broad  leaves, 
their  motion  being  not  unlike  to  the  waves  of  the  sea.  Some 
of  them  he  also  observes  to  be  bred  of  the  eggs  of  other  cater- 
pillars, and  that  those  in  their  time  turn  to  be  butterflies ;  and 
again,  that  their  eggs  turn  the  following  year  to  be  caterpillars.* 
And  some  affirm  that  every  plant  has  its  particular  fly  or  cater- 
pillar, which  it  breeds  and  feeds.  I  have  seen,  and  may  there- 
fore affirm  it,  a  gre^n  caterpillar,  or  worm,  as  big  as  a  small 
peascod,  which  had  fourteen  legs  ;  eight  on  the  b^Uy,  four  under 
the  neck,  and  two  near  the  tail.  It  w^s  foun4  on  a  hedge  of 
privet ;  and  was  taken  thence,  and  put  into  a  large  bo}^  and  a  little 
branch  or  two  of  privet  put  to  it,  on  which  J  saw  it  feed  as  sharply 
as  a  dog  gnaws  a  bQne  :  it  lived  thus,  five  or  six  days,  and  thrived, 
and  changed  the  qolour  two  or  three  times,  but  by  some  neglect 
in  the  keeper  of  it,  it  then  died,  and  did  not  turn  to  a  fly :  but  if 
it  had  lived,  it  ha4  doubtless  turned  to  one  of  those  flies  Uiat  some 
call  Flies  of  prey,  which  those  th^t  walk  by  the  rivers  may,  in 
summer,  see  fasten  on  smaller  fljes,  ?ind,  I  think,  make  them  their 
food.  And  His  observable,  that  as  there  bp  th^e  flies  of  prey, 
which  be  very  large;  so  there  be  others,  very  little,  created,  I 
think,  only  to  feed  them,  an^  breed  out  of  I  know  not  what ;  whose 
life,  they  say,  nature  intended  not  to  exceed  an  hour ;  f  ^d  yet 
that  life  is  thu§  made  shorter  by  other  flies,  or  accident. 

'Tis  endless  to  tell  you  what  the  curious  searchers  into  nature's 
productions  have  observed  of  these  worms  and  flies  :  but  yet  I 
shall  tell  you  what  Aldrovandus,J  our  Topsel,  and  others,  say  of 
the  Palmer-worm,  or  Caterpillar  : '  that  whereas  others  content 
themselves  to  feed  on  particular  herbs  or  leaves ;  for  most  think, 
those  very  leaves  that  gave  them  life  and  shape,  ^ive  them  a  par- 
ticular feeding  and  nourishment,  and  that  upon  them  they  usually 
abide ;  yet  he  observes  that  this  is  called  a  pilgrim  or  palmer 
worm,  for  his  very  wandering  life,  and  various  food ;  not  con- 
tenting himself,  as  others  do,  with  any  one  certain  place  for  his 

VARIATION. 

7  txit  yet  I  shall  tell  you  what  our  Topsel  sajrs  of  the  Canker,  or  Palmei^wcnm,  or 
Caterpillar. — i*/  edit. 

*  Whoever  is  desirous  of  knowing  more  of  Caterpillars,  and  of  the  several  flies  pro- 
duced by  them,  may  consult  Joannes  Goedartius  De  Jnsectis  with  the  Appendix  <A  Dr 
Lister,  Land.  8vo,  1685.— H. 

t  That  there  are  creatures  "whose  life  nature  intended  not  to  exceed  an  hour,"  is  I 
believe,  not  so  well  agreed,  as  that  there  are  some  whose  existence  is  determined  in  five 
or  six. 

X  Wiysset  A  fdrovnfidus^  an  eminent  physician  and  naturalist  of  Bologna :  he  wrote 
one  huiulred  nnd  twenty  books  on  several  subjects,  and  a  treatise  DePiscibu*^  published 
at  Fraiickfort,  x6^a— H. 


Digitized 


by  Google 


CHAP,  v.]  THE  FOURTH  DAY,  97 

abode,  nor  any  certain  kind  of  herb  or  flower  for  his  feeding,  but 
will  boldly  and  disorderly  wander  up  and  down,  and  not  endure 
to  be  kept  to  a  diet,  or  fixed  to  a  particular  place. 

Nay,  the  very  colours  of  caterpillars  are,  as  one  has  observed, 
very  elegant  and  beautiful.  I  shall,  for  a  taste  of  the  rest,  de- 
scribe one  of  them ;  which  I  will,  some  time  the  next  month,  show 
you  feeding  on  a  willow-tree  ;  and  you  shall  find  him  punctually 
to  answer  this  very  description  :  his  lips  and  mouth  somewhat 
yellow  ;  his  eyeS  black  as  jet ;  his  forehead  purple  ;  his  feet  and 
hinder  parts  green ;  his  tail  two-forked  and  black ;  the  whole 
body  stained  with  a  kind  of  red  spots,  which  run  along  the  neck 
and  shoulder-blade,  not  unlike  the  form  of  St  Andrew's  cross,  or 
the  letter  X,  made  thus  crosswbe,  and  a  white  line  drawn  down 
his  back  to  his  tail;  all  which  add  much  beauty  to  his  whole 
body.  And  it  is  to  me  observable,  that  at  a  fixed  age  this  cater- 
pillar gives'  over  to  eat,  and  towards  winter  comes  to  be  covered 
over  with  a  strange  shell  or  crust,  called  an  aurelia ;  and  so  lives 
a  kind  of  dead  life,  without  eating  all  the  winter.*  And  as  others 
of  several  kinds  turn  to  be  several  kinds  of  flies  and  vermin  the 
Spring  following ;  so  this  caterpillar  then  turns  to  be  a  painted 
butterfly. 

Come,  come,  my  scholar,  you  see  the  river  stops  our  morning 
walk  :  and  I  will  also  here  stop  my  discourse  :  only  as  we  sit 
down  under  this  honeysuckle  hedge,  whilst  I  look  a  line  to  fit 
the  rod  that  our  brother  Peter  hath  lent  you,  I  shall,  for  a  little 
confirmation  of  what  I  have  said,  repeat  the  observation  of  Du 
Bartas  ;  ® — 

God,  not  contented  to  each  kind  to  give 
And  to  infuse  the  virtue  generative. 
Made,  by  his  wisdom,  manv  creatures  breed 
Of  lifeless  bodies,  without  Venus'  deed. 

Soi  the  cold  huniour  breeds  the  Salamander, 
Who,  in  effect,  like  to  her  birth's  commander. 
With  child  with  hundred  winters,  with  her  touch 
Quencheth  the  fire,  tbo'  glowing  ne'er  so  much. 

So  of  the  fire,  in  burning  fumace.'Springs 
The  fly  Pvrausta  with  the  flaminj;  wings : 
Without  the  fire  it  dies  :  within  it  joys, 
Living  in  that  which  each  thing  else  destroys. 

So  slow  Bodtes  underneath  him  sees,t 
In  th'  icy  isles,  those  goslings  hatch'd  of  trees ; 
Whose  fruitful  leaves,  falling  into  the  water, 
Are  tum'd,  they  say,  to  living  fowls  soon  after. 

Variation.]    8  the  Lord  Bartas.—!*/  edit. 


*  View  Sir  Fra.  Bacon's  Exper.  738  and  90*  in  his  Natural  History. 
i   View  Gerh.  Herbal  and  Camden. 
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So,  rotten  ndet  of  bcoken  shi^  do  change 
To  barnacles.    O  transformation  strange  I 
'Twas  first  a  green  tree  :  then,  a  gal  bint  hull ; 
Lately  a  mu:>hroom ;  now,  a  flying  gxilL* 

Venator.  O  my  good  master,  this  morning  walk  has  been 
spent  to  my  great  pleasure  and  wonder  :  but,  I  pray,  when  shall 
I  have  your  direction  how  to  make  artificial  flies,  like  to  those 
that  the  Trout  loves  best ;  and,  also,  how  to  use  them  ? 

PiSCATOR.  My  honest  scholar,  it  is  now  past  five  of  the  clock  : 
we  will  fish  till  nine,  and  then  go  to  breakfast.  Go  you  to 
yonder  sycamore-tree,  and  hide  your  bottle  of  drink  under  the 
hollow  root  of  it ;  for  about  that  time,  and  in  that  place,  we  will 
make  a  brave  breakfast  with  a  piece  of  powdered  beef,  and  a 
radish  or  two  that  I  have  in  my  fish-bag  :  we  shall,  I  warrant  you, 
make  a  good,  honest,  wholesome  hungry  breakfast.  And  I  will 
then  give  you  direction  for  the  making  and  using  of  your  flies  : 
and  in  the  mean  time,  there  is  your  rod  and  line ;  and  my  advice 
is  that  you  fish  as  you  see  me  do,  and  let's  try  which  can  catch 
the  first  fish. 

Venator.  I  thank  you,  master.  I  will  observe  and  practise 
your  direction  as  far  as  I  am  able. 

PiSCATOR.  Look  you,  scholar ;  you  see  I  have  hold  of  a  good 
fish  :  I  now  see  it  is  a  Trout.  I  pray,  put  that  net  under  him  ; 
and  touch  not  my  line,  for  if  you  do,  then  we  break  all  Well 
done,  scholar  :  I  thank  you. 

Now  for  another.  Trust  me,  I  have  another  bite.  Come, 
scholar,  come  lay  down  your  rod,  and  help  me  to  land  thi.  as  you 
did  the  other.  So  now  we  shall  be  sure  to  have  a  good  dish  of 
fish  for  supper. 

Venator.  I  am  glad  of  that :  but  I  have  no  fortune  :  sure, 
master,  yours  is  a  better  rod  and  better  tackling. 

PiSCATOR.  Nay,  then,  take  mine  ;  and  I  will  fish  with  yours. 
Look  you,  scholar,  I  have  another.  Come,  do  as  you  did  before. 
And  now  I  have  a  bite  at  another.  Oh  me  !  he  has  broke  all  : 
there's  half  a  line  and  a  good  hook  lost. 

Venator.    Ay,  and  a  good  Trout  too. 

PiSCATOR.  Nay,  the  Trout  is  not  lost ;  for  pray  take  notice, 
no  man  can  lose  what  he  never  had. 

Venator.  Master,  I  can  neither  catch  with  the  first  nor 
second  angle  :  I  have  no  fortune. 

PiSCATOR.     Look  you,  scholar,  I  have  yet  another.     And  now, 

•  These  verses  occur  in  the  sixth  day  of  the  first  vreck  of  Du  Butas,  by  Sylvester, 
ed.  x6o8,  4to,  p.  183. 
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having  caught  three  brace  of  Trouts,  I  will  tell  you  a  short  tale 
as  we  walk  towards  our  breakfast.  A  schoku*,  a  preacher  I 
should  say,  that  was  to  preach  to  procure  the  approbation  of  a 
parish  that  he  might  be  their  lecturer,  had  got  from  his  fellow- 
pupil  the  copy  of  a  sermon  that  was  first  preached  with  great  com- 
mendation by  him  that  composed  it ;  and  though  the  borrower  of 
it  preached  it,  word  for  word,  as  it  was  at  first,  yet  it  was  utterly 
disliked  as  it  was  preached  by  the  second  to  his  congregation, 
which  the  sermon-borrower  complained  of  to  the  lender  of  it : 
and  was  thus  answered  :  '<  I  lent  you  indeed,  my  fiddle,  but  not 
my  fiddle-stick ;  for  you  are  to  know  that  every  one  cannot  make 
music  with  my  words,  which  are  fitted  for  my  own  mouth.*' 
And  so,  my  scholar,  you  are  to  know,  that  as  the  ill-pronunciation 
or  ill -accenting  of  words  in  a  sermon  spoils  it,  so  the  ill-carriage 
of  your  line,  or  not  fishing  even  to  a  foot  in  a  right  place,  makes 
you  lose  your  labour  :  and  you  are  to  know,  that  though  you  have 
my  fiddle,  that  is,  my  very  rod  and  tacklings  with  which  you  see  I 
catch  fish,  yet  you  have  not  my  fiddle-stick,  that  is,  you  yet  have 
not  skill  to  know  how  to  carry  your  hand  and  line,  nor  how  to 
guide  it  to  a  right  place  :  and  this  must  be  taught  you ;  for  you 
are  to  remember,  I  told  you  Angling  is  an  art,  either  by  practice 
or  a  long  observation,  or  both.  But  take  this  for  a  rule.  When 
you  fish  for  a  Trout  with  a  worm,  let  your  line  have  so  much,  and 
not  more  lead  than  will  fit  the  stream  in  which  you  fish ;  that  is 
to  say,  more  in  a  great  troublesome  stream  than  in  a  smaller  that 
is  quieter ;  as  near  as  may  be,  so  much  as  will  sink  the  bait  to 
the  bottom,  and  keep  it  still  in  motion,  and  not  more. 

But  now,  let's  say  grace,  and  fall  to  breakfast.  What  say  you, 
scholar,  to  the  providence  of  an  old  angler  ?  Does  not  this  meat 
taste  well  ?  and  was  not  this  place  well  chosen  to  eat  it  ?  for  this 
sycamore-tree  will  shade  us  from  the  sun's  heat. 

Venator.  All  excellent  good;  and  my  stomach  excellent 
good  too.  And  I  now  remember,  and  find  that  true  which 
devout  Lessius*  says,  "  that  poor  men,  and  those  that  fast  often, 
have  much  more  pleasure  in  eating  than  rich  men  and  gluttons, 
that  always  feed  before  their  stomachs  are  empty  of  their  last 
meat,  and  call  for  more ;  for  by  that  means  they  rob  themselves 
of  that  pleasure  that  hunger  brings  to  poor  men."    And  I  do 

*  Ltonard  Letsiiu^  a  very  learned  Jesuit,  professor  of  divinity  in  the  College  of 
Jesuits  at  Louvain  :  he  was  bom  at  Antwerp,  1554 ;  and  became  very  famous  for  hit 
skill  in  divinity,  civil  law,  mathematics,  physic,  and  history :  he  wrote  several  theo- 
logical tracts,  and  a  book  entitled  Hygiasttcon.  sen  vera  ratio  valetudinix  bona  ^ 
vitm  ad  exiremam  uneciutem  contervandie,  Yxtyok.  this  tract  of  Lessius  it  is  probable 
the  passage  in  the  text  is  cited.    He  died  1633.— H. 
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seriously  approve  of  that  saying  of  yours,  "  that  you  had  rather 
be  a  civil,  well-governed,  well-grounded,  temperate,  poor  angler, 
than  a  drunken  lord  : "  but  I  hope  there  is  none  such.  However, 
I  am  certain  of  this,  that  I  have  been  at  many  very  costly  dinners 
that  have  not  afforded  me  half  the  content  that  this  has  done ;  for 
which  I  thank  God  and  you. 

And  now,  good  master,  proceed  to  your  promised  direction 
for  making  and  ordering  my  artificial  fly. 

PiSCATOR.  My  honest  scholar,  I  will  do  it ;  for  it  is  a  debt  due 
unto  you  by  my  promise.  And  because  you  shall  not  think  your- 
self more  engaged  to  me  than  indeed  you  really  are,  I  will  freely 
give  you  such  directions  as  were  lately  given  to  me  by  an  ingenious 
brother  of  the  angle,  an  honest  man,  and  a  most  excellent  fly- 
fisher.» 

You  are  to  note,  that  there  are  twelve  kinds  of  artificial-made 
Flies,  to  angle  with  upon  the  top  of  the  water.  Note,  by  the  way, 
that  the  fittest  season  of  using  these  is  in  a  blustering  windy  day, 
when  the  waters  are  so  troubled  that  the  natural  fly  cannot  be 
seen,  or  rest  upon  them.  The  first  is  the  dun-fly,  in  March  :  the 
body  is  made  of  dun  wool ;  the  wings,  of  the  partridge's  feathers. 
The  second  is  another  dun-fly  :  the  body  of  black  wool ;  and  the 
wings  made  of  the  black  drake's  feathers,  and  of  the  feathers 
under  his  tail.  The  third  is  the  stone-fly,  in  April :  the  body  is 
made  of  black  wool ;  made  yellow  imder  the  wings  and  under  the 
tail,  and  so  made  with  wings  of  the  drake.  The  fourth  is  the 
ruddy- fly,  in  the  beginning  of  May  :  the  body  made  of  red  wool, 
wrapt  about  with  black  silk ;  and  the  feathers  are  the  wings  oif 
the  drake ;  with  the  feathers  of  a  red  capon  also,  which  hang 
dangling  on  his  sides  next  to  the  tail.  The  fifth  is  the  yellow  or 
greenish  fly,  in  May  likewise  :  the  body  made  of  yellow  wool ; 
and  the  wings  made  of  the  red  cock's  hackle  or  tail.  The  sixth 
is  the  black-fly,  in  May  also  :  the  body  made  of  black  wool,  and 
lapt  about  with  the  herle  of  a  peacock's  tail ;  the  wings  are  made 
of  the  wings  of  a  brown  capon,  with  his  blue  feathers  in  his  head. 
The  seventh  is  the  sad  yellow-fly,  in  June :  the  body  is  made  of 

VAKIATIOM* 

>  And  because  you  shall  not  think  yourself  more  engaged  to  me  than  indeed  you  really 
are,  therefore  I  will  tell  you  freely,  I  find  Mr  Thomas  Barker,  a  gentleman  that  has 
spent  much  time  and  money  in  Angling  deal  so  judiciously  and  fr^y  in  a  little  book 
of  his  of  Angling  with  a  fly  for  a  Trout,  that  I  will  give  you  his  ver^  directioas  withoitt 
much  variation. — \st  edit.  Then  follow  Barker's  instructions,  diffenng  litUe  from  them 
as  printed  in  a  subsequent  part  of  the  text.  The  "excellent  fly-fisher"  to  whom  Walton 
alludes,  was  Leonard  Mascall,  from  whose  "  Booke  of  Fishing  with  Hooke  and  Liac^ 
&c,  4to,  Lond.  x6oo,"  the  ensuing  list  of  flies  is  copied  verbatim. 
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black  wool,  with  a  yellow  list  on  either  side  ;  and  the  wings  taken 
off  the  wings  of  a  buzzard,  bound  with  black  braked  hemp.  The 
eighth  is  the  moorish-fly:  made  with  the  body  of  duskish  wool ; 
and  the  wings  made  of  the  blacldsh  mail  of  the  drake.  The  ninth 
is  the  tawny-fly,  good  until  the  middle  of  June :  the  body  made 
of  tawny  wool ;  the  wings  made  contrary  one  against  the  other, 
made  of  the  whitish  mail  of  the  wild  drake.  The  tenth  is  the 
wasp-fly,  in  July  :  the  body  made  of  black  wool,  lapt  about  with 
yellow  silk ;  the  wings  made  of  the  feathers  of  the  drake,  or  of 
the  buzzard.  The  eleventh  is  the  shell-fly,  good  in  mid-July  :  the 
body  made  of  greenish  wool,  lapt  about  with  the  herle  of  a  pea- 
cock's tail ;  and  the  wings  made  of  the  wings  of  the  buzzard.  The 
twelfth  is  the  dark  drake-fly,  good  in  August :  the  body  made 
with  black  wool,  lapt  about  with  black  silk ;  his  wings  are  made 
with  the  mail  of  the  black  drake,  with  a  black  head.  Thus  have 
you  a  jury  of  flies,  likely  to  betray  and  condemn  all  the  Trouts  in 
the  river. 

I  shall  next  give  you  some  other  directions  for  fly-fishing, 
such  as  are  given  by  Mr  Thomas  Barker,*  a  gentleman  that 
hath  spent  much  time  in  fishing :  but  I  shall  do  it  with  a  little 
variation. 

First  let  your  rod  be  light,  and  very  gentle :  I  take  the  best 

*  A  notice  of  Barker  will  be  found  ia  the  Memoir  of  Walton.  The  following  extract 
occurs  in  his  **  Art  of  Angling  :  ** — 

"My  lord  sent  to  me,  at  sun-going-down,  to  provide  him  a  good  dish  of  Trouts 
against  the  next  morning,  bv  six  acloclc  I  went  to  the  door  to  see  how  the  wanes  of 
the  air  were  like  to  prove.    I  returned  answer,  that  I  doubted  not,  God  willing,  but  to  be 

Povided  at  the  time  appointed.  I  went  i»esently  to  the  river,  and  it  proved  very  dark : 
threw  out  a  line  of  three  silks  and  three  hairs  twisted,  for  the  uppermost  part ;  and  a 
fine  of  two  hairs  and  two  silks  twisted,  for  the  lower  part — with  a  good  large  hook.  I 
baited  my  hook  with  two  lob-worms,  the  four  ends  hanging  as  meet  as  I  could  guess 
thtm  in  the  dark.  I  fell  to  angle.  It  proved  very  dark,  so  that  1  had  good  sport ; 
angling  with  the  lob-worms  as  1  do  with  the  flies,  on  the  top  of  the  water :  You  shall 
hear  the  fish  rise  at  the  top  of  the  water ;  then,  you  must  loose  a  slack  line  down  to  the 
bott<Hn,  as  nigh  as  you  can  guess ;  then  hold  your  line  straight,  feeling  the  fish  bite ;  give 
time,  there  is  no  doubt  of  losing  the  fish,  for  there  is  not  one  amongst  twenty  but  doth 
•g<»ge  the  bait:  the  least  stroke  you  can  strike  fastens  the  hook,  and  makes  the  fish 
sore,  letting  the  fish  take  a  turn  or  two ;  you  may  take  him  up  with  your  hands.  The 
night  began  to  alter  and  grow  somewhat  lighter :  I  took  oflf  the  lob-worm%  and  set  to 
my  rod  a  white  palmer-fly  made  of  a  large  hook  ;  I  had  good  sport  for  the  time,  until  it 
p«w  Hffhter ;  so  I  took  off  the  white  palmer,  and  set  to  a  red  palmer,  made  of  a  large 
Book :  I  had  good  sport  until  it  grew  very  light ;  then  I  took  off  the  red  palmer,  and  set 
to  a  black  palmer ;  I  had  good  sport,  and  made  up  the  dish  of  fish.  So  I  put  up  my 
tackles,  and  was  with  my  lord  at  his  time  appointed  for  the  service. 

/'These  three  flies,  with  the  help  of  the  fob-worms,  serve  to  angle  all  the  year  for  the 
iright ;  observine  the  times — as  I  have  showed  you — in  this  night-work  ;  the  white  fly  for 
darkness,  the  red  fly  in  medio,  and  the  black  fly  for  liehtness.  This  is  the  true  expcri- 
en<»  for  AnsJing  in  the  night ;  which  is  the  surest  angling  of  all,  and  killeth  the  greatest 
Trouts.    Your  lines  may  be  strong,  but  must  not  be  longer  than  your  rod."  * 

Upon  this  passage,  Mr  Daniel  observes :  "  Night-fishmg  with  a  fly  is  best  from  May 
to  the  end  of  August ;  but  the  largest  fish  are  caught  in  the  latter  month.  Trout  wiU 
lake  in  the  dark  nights  of  any  of  the  subsequent  months,  provided  they  be  soft  and 
cahn."— /"irA/  Smarts,  il  29a 
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to  be  of  two  pieces.  And  let  not  your  line  exceed  especially  for 
three  or  four  links  next  to  the  hook,  I  say,  not  exceed  three  or 
four  hairs  at  the  most ;  though  you  may  fish  a  little  stronger 
above,  in  the  upper  part  of  your  line :  but  if  you  can  attain  to 
angle  with  one  hair,  you  shall  have  more  rises,  and  catch  more 
fish.  Now  you  must  be  sure  not  to  cumber  yourself  with  too 
long  a  line,  as  most  do.  And  before  you  begin  to  angle,  cast  to 
have  the  wind  on  your  back ;  and  the  sun,  if  it  shines,  to  be  before 
you ;  and  to  fish  down  the  stream ;  and  carry  the  point  or  top  of 
your  rod  downward,  by  which  means  the  shadow  of  yourself,  and 
rod  too,  will  be  the  least  offensive  to  the  fish ;  for  the  sight  of  any 
shade  amazes  the  fish,  and  spoib*  your  sport,  of  which  you  must 
take  great  care. 

In  the  middle  of  March,  till  which  time  a  man  should  not  in 
honesty  catch  a  Trout ;  or  in  April,  if  the  weather  be  dark,  or 
a  little  windy  or  cloudy;  the  best  fishing  b  with  the  palmer-worm, 
of  which  I  last  spoke  to  you ;  but  of  these  there  be  divers  kinds, 
or  at  least  of  divers  colours :  these  and  the  May-fiy  are  the  ground 
of  all  fly-angling :  which  are  to  be  thus  made  : — 

First,  you  must  arm  your  hook  with  the  line,  in  the  inside  of  it : 
then  take  your  scissors,  and  cut  so  much  of  a  brown  mallard's 
feather  as,  in  your  own  reason,  will  make  the  wings  of  it,  you 
having,  withal,  regard  to  the  bigness  or  littleness  of  your  hook ; 
then  lay  the  outmost  part  of  your  feather  next  to  your  hook  ;  then 
the  point  of  your  feather  next  the  shank  of  your  hook,  and  having 
so  done,  whip  it  three  or  four  times  about  the  hook  with  the  same 
silk  with  which  your  hook  was  armed  ;  and  having  made  the  silk 
fast,  take  the  hackle  of  a  cock  or  capon's  neck,  or  a  plover's  top, 
which  is  usually  better  :  take  off  the  one  side  of  the  feather,  and 
then  take  the  hackle,  silk  or  crewel,  gold  or  silver  thread ;  make 
these  fast  at  the  bent  of  the  hook,  that  is  to  say,  below  your 
arming ;  then  you  must  take  the  hackle,  the  silver  or  gold  thread, 
and  work  it  up  to  the  wings,  shifting  or  still  removing  your  finger 
as  you  turn  the  silk  about  the  hook,  and  still  looking,  at  every 
stop  or  turn,  that  your  gold,  or  what  materials  soever  you  make 
your  fly  of,  do  lie  right  and  neatly ;  and  if  you  find  they  do  so, 
then  when  you  have  made  the  head,  make  all  fast :  and  then  work 
your  hackle  up  to  the  head,  and  make  that  fast :  and  then,  with 
a  needle  or  pin,  divide  the  wing  into  two ;  and  then,  with  the 
arming  silk,  whip  it  about  crossways  betwixt  the  wings :  and  then 
with  your  thumb  you  must  turn  the  point  of  the  feather  towards 
the  bent  of  the  hook ;  and  then  work  three  or  four  times  about 
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the  shank  of  the  hook  ;  and  then  view  the  proportion ;  and  if  all 
be  neat,  and  to  your  liking,  fasten. 

I  confess,  no  direction  can  be  given  to  make  a  man  of  a  dull 
capacity  able  to  make  a  fly  well :  and  yet  I  know  this,  with  a 
little  practice,  will  help  an  ingenious  angler  in  a  good  degree. 
But  to  see  a  fly  made  by  an  artist  in  that  kind,^  is  the  best  teach- 
ing to  make  it  And,  then,  an  ingenious  angler  may  walk  by  the 
river,  and  mark  what  flics  fall  on  the  water  that  day  ;  and  catch 
one  of  them,  if  he  sees  the  Trouts  leap  at  a  fly  of  that  kind  :  and 
then  having  always  hooks  ready-hung  with  him,  and  having  a  bag 
also  always  with  him,  with  bear's  hair,  or  the  hair  of  a  brown  or 
sad-coloured  heifer,  hackles  of  a  cock  or  capon,  several  coloured 
silk  and  crewel  to  make  the  body  of  the  fly,  the  feathers  of  a 
drake's  head,  black  or  brown  sheep's  wool,  or  hog's  wool,  or  hair, 
thread  of  gold  arid  of  silver ;  silk  of  several  colours,  especially 
sad-coloured,  to  make  the  fly's  head  :  and  there  be  also  other 
coloured  feathers^  both  of  little  birds  and  of  speckled  fowl :  *  I 

Variation.]    1  by  another. — xsi  edit. 

*  The  Author  not  having  particularly  enumerated  the  Materials  necessary  for  Fly- 
ing, it  will  not  be  improper  to  do  it  here.     For  DttMiner,  you  must  be  provided  with 


bear's  hair  of  divers  colours ;  as  ^rev,  dun,  light  and  darlc  coloured,  bright  brown  and 
that  which  shines ;  also  camel's  hair,  dark,  light,  and  of  a  colour  between  both  :  badger's 
hair,  or  fur :  spaniel's  hair  from  behind  the  ear,  light  and  dark  brown,  blackish,  and 
Mack :  hog's  down,  plucked  from  under  the  throat,  and  other  soft  places,  and  of  these 
colours,  buck,  red*  whitish,  and  sandy  ;  other  colours  you  may  get  dyed  at  a  dyer's : 
seal's  fur  is  to  be  had  at  the  trunkmaker's ;  get  this  suso  dyed  of  the  colours  of  cow's 
and  calf's  hair,  in  all  the  different  shades,  from  light  to  the  darkest  brown ;  you  will 
then  never  need  cow's  or  calf's  hair^  both  which  are  harsh,  and  will  never  work  kindly, 
nor  lie  handsomely :  get  also  mohairs,  black,  blue,  purple,  white,  violet,  yellow,  and 
orange :  camlets,  both  hair  and  worsted,  blue,  yellow,  dun,  light  and  dark  brown,  red, 
violet,  purple,  black,  horse-flesh,  pink,  and  orange  colours.  Some  recommend  the  hair 
of  abortive  colts  and  calves  ;  but  seal's  fur,  dyed  as  above,  is  much  better. 

Turkey  carpet  will  furnish  excellent  dubbing :  untwist  the  yam,  and  pick  out  the 
wool,  separating  the  different  colours. 

Some  use  for  dubbing,  barge-sail ;  but  these  sails  are  made  of  sheep's  wool,  which 
soaks  in  the  water,  and  soon  becomes  very  heavy :  however,  get  of  this  as  man^  different 
shades  as  you  can  :  and  have  seal's  fur  and  hog-wool  dyed  to  match  them  ;  which,  being 
more  turgid,  stiff,  and  lightf  are  in  most  cases  to  be  preferred  to  worsted,  crewels  and 
other  kinds  of  wool ;  hog- wool  is  best  for  large,  and  seal's  fur  for  small  flies. 

Get  also  furs  of  the  squirrel,  particularly  from  his  tail ;  fox-cub,  from  the  tail  where 
it  is  downy  and  of  an  ash-volour :  an  old  fox  ;  an  old  otter ;  otter-cub ;  badger ;  fulimart 
or  filmert :  from  the  neck  of  a  hare  where  it  is  of  the  colour  of  withered  fern ;  and,  above 
all,  the  yellow  fur  of  the  martem,  from  off  the  gills  or  spots  under  the  jaws.  These,  and 
almost  every  other  kind  of  fur,  are  got  at  the  farrier's. 

//aciifSt  the  long  slender  feathers  on  the  neck  and  near  the  tail  of  a  cock,  are  very 
useful  in  fly-making ;  be  careful  that  they  are  not  too  rank,  which  they  are  when  the 
fibres  are  more  than  half  an  inch  long ;  be  provided  with  these  of  the  following  colours — 
red,  dun,  yellowish,  white,  orange,  and  black ;  and  whenever  you  meet  with  a  cock  of 
the  game  breed,  whose  hackles  are  of  a  strong  brown-red,  never  fail  to  procure  some : 
but,  observe  that  the  feathers  of  a  cock  chicken,  and  of  the  Bantam  cock  are  too  downy 
and  weak  to  stand  erect  after  they  are  once  wet. 

Feathers  are  absolutely  necessary  for  the  wings  and  other  parts  of  flies :  get  therefore 
feathers  from  the  wild  mallard,  or  drake  ;  from  the  partridge,  especially  those  red  ones 
in  the  tail ;  from  a  cock-pheasant's  breast  and  tail ;  from  the  wings  of  a  blackbird,  a 
brown  ben,  a  starling,  a  jay,  a  landrail,  a  throstle,  a  field-fare,  and  a  water-coot ;  from 
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say,  having  those  with  him  in  a  bag,*  and  trying  to  make  a  fly, 
though  he  miss  at  first,  yet  shall  he  at  last  hit  it  better,  even  to 
such  a  perfection  as  none  can  well  teach  him.  And  if  he  hit  to 
make  his  fly  right,  and  have  the  luck  to  hit,  also,  where  there  is 
store  of  Trouts,  a  dark  day,  and  a  right  wind,  he  will  catch  such 
store  of  them  as  will  encourage  him  to  grow  more  and  more  in 
love  with  the  art  of  fly-making. 

Venator.  But,  my  loving  master,  if  any  wind  will  not  serve, 
then  I  wish  I  werie  in  Lapland,  to  buy  a  good  wind  of  one  of  the 
honest  witches  that  sell  so  many  winds  there,  and  so  cheap. 

PiSCATOR.  Marry,  scholar,  but  I  would  not  be  there,  nor 
indeed  from  under  this  tree  ;  for  look  how  it  begins  to  rain,  and 
by  the  clouds,  if  I  mistake  not,  we  shall  presently  have  a  smoking 
shower,  and  therefore  sit  close ;  this  sycamore-tree  will  shelter 
us  :  and  I  will  tell  you,  as  they  shall  come  into  my  mind,  more 
observations  of  fly-fishing  for  a  Trout. 

But- first  for  the  wind  :  you  are  to  take  notice  that  of  the  winds 
the  south  wind  is  said  to  be  best.     One  observes,  that 

When  the  wind  is  soutli. 
It  blows  your  bait  into  a  fish's  mouth. 

Next  to  that,  the  west  wind  is  believed  to  be  the  best :  and 

the  crown  of  the  pewit,  plover  or  lapwing ;  green  and  copper-coloured  peacock's,  and 
black  ostrich,  herle  ;  also  from  a  heron's  neck  and  wings.  And  remember  that,  in  most 
instances,  where  the  drake's  or  wild  mallard's  feather  is  hereafter  in  the  text  directed, 
that  from  a  sUrling's  wing  will  do  much  better,  as  being  of  a  finer  grain,  and  less 
spongy. 

Be  provided  with  markinp^silk  of  all  colours ;  fine,  but  very  strong  flaw-silk  ;  gold 
and  silver  flatted  wire,  or  twist ;  a  sharp  knife  ;  hooks  of  all  si^es :  hog's  bristles  for  loops 
to  your  flies  ;  shoemaker's  wax ;  a  large  needle  to  raise  your  dubbing,  when  flatteid  with 
working  ;  and  a  small,  but  sharp  pair  uf  scissors. 

Remember,  with  all  your  dubbmg  to  mix  bear's  hair  and  hog's  wool,  which  are  stiff, 
and  not  apt  to  imbibe  the  water,  as  fine  furs  and  most  other  kinds  of  dubbing  do; 
remember  also,  that  martem's  fur  is  the  best  yellow  you  can  use. 

On  the  subject  of  flies,  it  is  only  necessary  to  add,  in  addition  to  what  Walton  has  said, 
that  colour  is  more  attractive  than  fdrm,  and  that  an  ill-made  fly  of  a  right  colour  is  often 
more  killing  than  the  neatest  of  a  colour  not  frequently  seen  on  the  w»ter.  In  clear 
rivers  small  flies  will  be  found  best,  but  if  the  river  be  discoloured,  or  the  weather  cloudy, 
they  may  be  used  larger.  The  flies  should  be  made  on  the  finest  gut,  and  the  hooks  ni* 
too  large  and  heavy.  Hackles  of  different  colours,  the  bodies  of  each  varied  in  tint,  are 
perhaps  best,  for  a  hackle  always  falls  light  on  the  water,  and  docs  not  create  su^pidoo. 

**He  who  attends  to  the  catalogue  of  flies  published  in  most  fishing-books,  will  find 
himself  perplexed  and  confounded  ;  and  wi.l  frequently  see  a  homely  fishermsn  with  a 
hazel  w.ind,  and  an  extra  fly  or  two  in  reserve  twisted  round  the  band  of  his  hat,  filling 
his  hapiper,  whilst  he,  so  fastidious  in  his  choice,  is  selecting  from  his  book  of  ready- 
made  Xondon  flies,  one  for  the  month,  nay,  even  the  hour  of  the  day  I !  A  man  may 
as  well  attempt  to  learn  the  Chinese  characters  and  language,  as  fch  by  books  en- 
thralled and  entangled  with  a  niultiplic  ty  of  flies.  1  am  much  mistaken  if  he  does  not 
soon  find  from  experience  that  these  flics  are  like  quack  medicines — made  to  sclL"— 
Sorting  Man.  Oct.  1823. 

•  ITie  use  of  a  Bag  is  attended  with  many  inconveniences ;  to  prevent  which,  the 
Angler  is  recommended  either  to  make  a  parchment  book,  according  to  the  directions 
given  in  Daniel's  Riual  SportSi  vol.  ii.  p.  395,  or  to  procure  a  similar  one  at  a  fislting- 
tackle  maker's. 
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having  told  you  that  the  east  wind  is  the  worst,  I  need  not  tell 
you  which  wind  is  the  best  in  the  third  degree  :  and  yet,  as  Solo- 
mon observes,  that  "  he  that  considers  the  wind  shall  never  sow ; " 
so  he  that  busies  his  head  too  tnuch  about  them,  if  the  weather  be 
not  made  extreme  cold  by  an  east  wind,  shall  be  a  little  super- 
stitious :  for  as  it  is  observed  by  some,  that  "  there  is  no  good 
horse  of  a  bad  colour ;  "  so  I  have  observed,  that  if  it  be  a  cloudy 
day,  and  not  extreme  cold,  let  the  wind  sit  in  what  corner  it  will 
and  do  its  worst,  I  heed  it  not  And  yet  take  this  for  a  rule,  that 
I  would  willingly  fish,  standing  on  the  lee-shore  :  and  you  are  to 
take  notice,  that  the  fish  lies  or  swims  nearer  the  bottom',  and  in 
deeper  water,  in  winter  than  in  summer ;  and  also  nearer  the 
bottom  in  any  cold  day,  and  then  gets  nearest  the  lee-sidc  of  the 
water. 

But  I  promised  to  tell  you  more  of  the  fly-fishing  for  a  Trout  ; 
which  I  may  have  time  enough  to  do,  for  you  see  it  rains  May 
butter.  First  for  a  May-fly  :  you  may  make  his  body  with 
^eenish-coloured  crewel,  or  willowish  colour ;  darkening  it  in 
most  places  with  waxed  silk  ;  or  ribbed  with  black  hair  ;  or,  some 
of  them,  ribbed  with  silver  thread;  and  such  wings,  for  the  colour, 
as  you  see  the  fly  to  have  at  that  season,  nay,  at  that  very  day  on 
the  water.  Or  you  may  make  the  Oak-fly :  with  an  orange,  tawny, 
and  black  ground  ;  and  the  brown  of  a  mallard's  feather  for  the 
wings.*  And  you  are  to  know,  that  these  two  are  most  excellent 
flies,  that  is,  the  May-fly  and  the  Oak-fly. 

And  let  me  again  tell  you,  that  you  keep  as  far  from  the  water 
as  you  can  possibly,  whether  you  fish  with  a  fly  or  worm  ;  and 
fish  down  the  stream.  And  when  you  fish  with  a  fly,  if  it  be 
possible,  let  no  part  of  your  line  touch  the  water,t  but  your  fly 
only;  and  be  stiU  moving  your  fly  upon  the  water,  or  casting  it  into 
the  water,  you  yourself  being  also  always  moving  down  the  stream. 

Mr  Barker  commends  X  several  sorts  of  the  palmer-flies  ;  not 
only  those  ribbed  with  silver  and  gold,  but  others  that  have  their 

*  Some  dub  the  Oak-fly,  with  black  wool,  and  Tsabella-coloured  mohair,  and  bright 
brownwh  bear's  hair,  warped  on  with  yellow  silk,  but  the  he.id  of  an  ash  colour ; 
others  dub  it  with  an  orange,  tawny,  and  black  ground  ;  others  with  blackish  wool  and 
gold-twist;  the  wings  of  the  brown  of  a  mallard's  feather.  Bowiker,  in  his  Art  of 
Angling,  p.  63,  says,  "The  body  may  be  made  of  a  bittern's  feather,  and  the  wings  of 
the  feather  of  a  woodcock's  wing." — H. 
t  This  is  impossible,  tmless  you  dib  with  the  artificial  as  with  the  nattiral  fly,  wliich  is 
rpractiMd. 

t  A  brother  of  the  angle  must  always  be  sped 
With  three  black  palmers,  and  also  two  red : 
And  all  made  with  hackles.     In  a  cloudy  day. 
Or  in  windy  weather,  angle  you  may : 
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bodies  all  made  of  black  ;  or  some  with  red,  and-  a  red  hackle. 
You  may  also  make  the  Hawthorn-fly :  which  is  all  black,  and  not 
big  but  very  small,  the  smaller  the  better.  Or  the  oak-fly,  the  body 
of  which  is  orange  colour  and  black  crewel,  with  a  brown  wing. 
Or  a  fly  made  with  a  peacock's  feather  is  excellent  in  a  bright  day: 
you  must  be  sture  you  want  not  in  your  magazine-bag  the  pea- 
cock's feather;  and  grounds  of  such  wool  and  crewel  as  will  make 
the  grasshopper.  And  note,  that  usually  the  smallest  flies  are  the 
best ;  and  note  also,  that  the  light  fly  does  usually  make  most 
sport  in  a  dark  day,  and  the  darkest  and  least  fly  in  a  bright  or 
clear  day  :  and  lastly  note,  that  you  are  to  repair  upon  any 
occasion  to  your  magazine-bag  :  and  upon  any  occasion,  vary  and 
make  them  lighter  or  sadder,  according  to  your  fancy,  or  the  day. 
And  now  I  shall  tell  you,  that  the  Ashing  with  a  natural  fly  is 
excellent,  and  aflbrds  much  pleasure.  They  may  be  found  thus : 
the  May-fly,  usually  in  and  about  that  month,  near  to  the  river-side, 
especially  against  rain :  the  Oak-fly,  on  the  butt  or  body  of  an 
oaic  or  ash,  from  the  beginning  of  May  to  the  end  of  August ;  it 
is  a  brownish  fly  and  easy  to  be  so  found,  and  stands  usually  with 
his  head  downward,  that  is  to  say,  towards  the  root  of  the  tree :  * 
the  small  black-fly,  or  Hawthorn-fly,  is  to  be  had  on  any  haw- 
thorn bush  after  the  leaves  be  come  forth.  With*  these  and  a 
short  line,  as  I  showed  to  angle  for  a  Chub,  you  may  dape  or  dop, 
and  also  with  a  grasshopper,  behind  a  tree,  or  in  any  deep  hole  ; 
still  making  it  to  move  on  the  top  of  the  water  as  if  it  were  alive, 
and  still  keeping  yourself  out  of  sight,  you  shall  certainly  have 
sport  if  there  be  Trouts ;  yea,  in  a  hot  day,  but  especially  in  the 
evening  of  a  hot  day,  you  will  have  sportt 

But  morning  and  evening,  if  the  day  be  bright : 

And  the  chief  point  of  aU  is  to  keep  out  of  sii;ht. 

**  In  the  month  of  May*  none  but  the  May-fly, 

For  every  month,  one,"  is  a  pitiful  lye. 

The  black  Hawthoin-fljr  must  be  very  small ; 

And  the  sandy  hog's  hair  is,  sure,  the  best  of  all 

(For  the  mallard-wine  Mayfly,  and  peacock's  train. 

Will  look  like  the  fle^-fly)  to  kill  Trout  amain. 

The  Oak-fly  is  good,  if  it  have  a  brown  wing. 

So  IS  the  grasshopper,  that  in  July  doth  sing : 

With  a  green  body  make  him,  on  a  middle-siz*d  hook. 

But  when  you  have  catcht  fish,  then  play  the  good  cook. 

Once  more,  my  good  brother,  1*11  spe^k  in  thy  ear : 

Hog's,  red  cow's,  and  bear's  wool,  to  float  best  appear  : 

And  so  doth  your  fur,  if  riehtly  it  fall : 

But  always  remember,  Make  two,  and  make  all. — H. 

*  The  Oak-fly  is  known  also  by  the  names  of  the  Ash-fly  and  the  Woodcock-fly ;  and 
In  Shropshire  it  is  called  the  Cannon  or  Downhill  flv. 
t  The  folbwing  observations  on  Daping  aud  Fly-fishing,  by  a  writer  contempctfAry 
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And  now,  scholar,  my  direction  for  fly-fishing  is  ended  with 
this  shower,  for  it  has  done  raining.  And  now  look  about  you, 
and  see  how  pleasantly  that  meadow  looks  ;  nay,  and  the  earth 
smells  as  sweetly  too.  Come,  let  me  tell  you  what  holy  Mr 
Herbert  says  *  of  such  days  and  flowers  as  these,  and  then  we  will 
thank  God  that  we  enjoy  them,  and  walk  to  the  river  and  sit 
down  quietly,  and  try  to  catch  the  other  brace  of  Trouts. 

Sweet  day,  so  cool,  so  calm,  so  bright.  Sweet  spring,  full  of  sweet  days  and  rosesy 

The  bridal  of  the  earth  and  sky,  A  box  where  sweets  coropaaed  lie ; 

Sweet  dews  shall  weep  thy  fall  to-night,  My  music  shows  you  have  your  closes. 
For  thou  must  die.  And  all  must  die. 

Sweet  rose,  whose  hue,  an^ry  and  brave.  Only  a  sweet  and  virtuous  sout, 

Bid«  the  rash  gazer  wipe  his  eye.  Like  season'd  timber,  never  gives. 

Thy  root  is  ever  in  its  grave,  But  when  the  whole  world  tm  ns  to  coal. 
And  thou  must  die.  Then  chiefly  lives. 

Venator.  I  thank  you,  good  master,  for  your  good  direction 
for  fly-fishing,  and  for  the  sweet  enjoyment  of  the  pleasant  day, 
which  is  so  far  spent  without  offence  to  God  or  man :  and  1  thank 
you  for  the  sweet  close  of  your  discourse  with  Mr  Herbert's 
verses ;  who,  I  have  heard,  loved  angling ;  and  I  do  the  rather 
believe  it,  because  he  had  a  spirit  suitable  to  anglers,  and  to 
those  primitive  Christians  that  you  love,  and  have  so  much 
commended. 

Piscator.     Well,  my  loving  scholar,  and  I  am  pleased  to 

with  Walton,  are  preserved  in  the  Sloane  MS.  1033,  and  although  evidently  not  intended 
for  publication,  are  so  judicious  that  their  insertion  may  be  excused :  "  You  must  have 
a  quick  eye.  In  the  evening  of  a  hot  day,  or  in  a  hot  calm  day,  and  the  still  deep  is  to 
be  preferred,  though  on  the  »ide  of  a  stream  when  the  water  i.s  clearing  after  great  rains 
or  a  flood  is  very  proper.  Observe  to  keep  out  of  sight :  keep  your  fly  moving.  In  dib- 
bing  for  roach,  dace,  or  chub,  I  must  not  let  my  motion  be  swift :  when  I  see  any  of 
them  coming  towards  the  bait,  I  must  make  two  or  three  short  removes,  and  then  let  it 
glide  gently  with  the  stream,  if  possible  towards  the  fish.  If  it  be  slow  or  standing 
water,  I  must  keep  it  moving  with  my  hand,  not  just  upon  him,  but  sideways  and  sloping 
by  him :  when  a  pretty  good  gale  stiri  the  water  it  is  best.  If  the  fish  will  not  rise  at 
topt  I  will  try  a  little  lower.  When  the  wind  furls  the  water,  and  few  flies  appear  on  it 
or  over,  I  thmk  it  a  good  time  for  daping.  If  the  sun  shines  I'll  get  under  a  tree,  that 
neither  my  body  nor  my  rod  ma^  shine  in  the  wat6r.  If  I  find  not  that  they  will  rise  at 
top^  I  will  sink  the  fly  even  to  mid-water.     Before  the  flies  are  naturally  in  f>eason,  I  will 

Jo  to  the  bushes  and  trees  that  are  adjacent  to  the  river  or  pond,  and  observe  what  are 
yiog  near  over  it,  or  on  the  wateri  and  the  fly  that  swarms  there  most  is  in  season. 
&me  open  the  first  fish  they  take  and  look  in  its  stomach ;  but  my  conjecture  is,  that  it 
must  either  be  partly  consumed,  or  so  discoloured  that  it  cannot  well  be  known ;  and 
again,  fish  will  take  such  food  at  one  time  that  they  will  not  at  another  which  they  alto- 
gether dislike ;  therefore  I  think  it  is  insignificant.  In  castin^^  I'll  do  it  with  a  little 
circling  about  my  head  by  waving  the  rod,  or  else  the  fly  may  with  too  smart  a  jerk  be 
apt  to  snap  ofl*,  and  so  I  must  stay  a  quarter  of  an  hour  it  may  be  to  get  another.  In 
casting  I  will  observe  always  to  do  it  before  me  that  it  may  fall  on  the  water  and  no  part 
of  the  line  shall  dash  to  scare  the  fish  ;  and  if  I  can  without  making  any  circling  in  the 
water,  I  will.  If  the  wind  be  high,  I  will  let  some  of  the  line  be  in  the  water  to  keep 
the  ^y  from  being  blown  out  I  will  stand  if  I  possibly  can  vrith  the  sun  in  my  face  and 
Che  wind  to  my  back.  In  still  or  slow  water  I'll  cast  my  fly  almost  across,  and  draw  k 
towards  me  gently  a  little  way." 
*  The  Temple.    Sacred  Poems,  &c.  p.  8o»  edit.  1633. 
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know  that  you  are  so  well  pleased  with  my  direction  and  dis- 
course.* 

And  since  you  like  these  verses  of  Mr  Herbert's  so  well,  let  me 
tell  you  what  a  reverend  and  learned  divine  that  professes  to 
imitate  him,  and  has  indeed  done  so  most  excellently,  hath  vri: 
of  our  Book  of  Common  Prayer  ;  which  I  know  you  will  like  the 
better,  because  he  is  a  friend  of  mine,  and  I  am  sure  no  enemy 
to  angling.* 

What !  Pray'r  by  th'  book f  and  Common ?    Yes ;  why  not? 
The  spirit  of  grace 
And  supplication 
Is  not  left  free  alone 
For  time  and  places 
But  manner  too :  to  read,  or  speak,  by  rote* 
Is  all  alike  to  him  that  prays, 
In's'  heart,  what  with  his  mouth  he  says. 

They  that  in  private,  by  themselves  alone. 
Do  pray,  may  take 
What  liberty  they  please. 
In  chusing  of  the  ways 
Wherein  to  make 
Their  soul's  most  intimate  affections  known 
To  him  that  sees  in  secret,  when 
Th'  are  most  conceal'd  from  other  men. 

But  he,  that  unto  others  leads  the  way 

In  public  prayer, 
Should  do  it  so,^ 
As  all,  that  hear,  may  know 
They  need  not  fear 
To  tune  their  hearts  unto  his  tongue,  and  say 
Amen  ;  not  ^  doubt  they  were  betray'd 
To  bUspheme,  when  they  meant  to  have  pray'd.* 

Devotion  will  add  life  unto  the  letter : 

And  why  should  not 
That,  which  authority 
Prescribes,  esteemed  be 
Advantage  got? 
If  th*  prayer  be  good,  the  commoner  the  better. 
Prayer  in  the  Church's  words,  as  well 
As  sense,  of  all  prayers  bears  the  belLf  Ch.   Harvib. 

VARIATIONS. 

S  and  I  hope  you  will  be  pleased  too  if  you  find  a  trout  at  one  of  our  angles  which  we 
left  in  the  water  to  fish  for  itself,  &c.— ij/  edit. 
5  With's.  *  Should  choose  to  do  it  so.  *  nor. 

•  To  blaspheme,  when  they  should  have  pray*d. 

*  This  passage  goes  very  near  to  unfold  the  name  of  the  author  of  the  Synagppi*',  a 
collection  of  poems,  suppletorv  to  that  of  Mr  George  Herbert  entitled  the  Tem/^ie.  Forwe 
see  **  Ch.  Harvie  "  subscribed  to  the  ensuing  eulogium  on  the  Comtnon  Prayer^  which  is 
aUo  to  be  found  in  tyicSynagoriu.  And  I  find  in  t\ic  Athett.  Oxopt.  vol.  1 967,  »CkruUfkfr 
Harvey:  a  Master  of  Arts,  Vicar  of  Clifton  in  Warwickshire  ;  bom  in  1597,  and  who 
lived  to  1663,  and  perhaps  after.  Further,  the  second  copy  of  commendatory  verses, 
prefixed  to  this  book,  has  the  subscription  "  Ch.  Harvie,  M.  A."  llie  presumpti(»i  there- 
fore is  very  strong,  that  both  were  written  by  the  Christopher  Harvey  above  mentioned. 
At  the  end  of  the  Synag^gve  are  some  verses  subscribed  "  Is.  Wa." — H.  Anthony 
Wood  says  the  Synagogue  was  written  by  Thomas  Harvey.     A  them.  Oxon,  by  Bliss. 

t  These  verses  were  written  at  or  near  the  time  .when  tne  Liturgy  was  abolished  by 
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And  now,  scholar,  I  think  it  will  be  time  to  repair  to  our  angle- 
rods,  which  we  left  in  the  water  to  fish  for  themselves  ;  and  you 
shall  choose  which  shall  be  yours ;  and  it  is  an  even  lay,  one  of 
them  catches. 

And,  let  me  tell  you,  this  kind  of  fishing  with  a  dead  rod,  and 
laying  night-hooks,  are  like  putting  money  to  use  ;  for  they  both 
work  for  the  owners  when  they  do  nothing  but  sleep,  or  eat,  or 
rejoice,  as  you  know  we  have  done  this  last  hour,  and  sat  as 
quietly  and  as  free  from  cares  under  this  sycamore,  as  Virgil's 
Tityrus  and  his  Meliboeus  did  under  their  broad  beech-tree.  No 
life,  my  honest  ^cholar,  no  life  so  happy  and  so  pleasant  as  the 
life  of  a  well-governed  angler ; ''  for  when  the  lawyer  is  swallowed 
up  with  business,  and  the  statesman  is  preventing  or  contriving 
plots,  then  we  sit  on  cowslip-banks,  hear  the  birds  sing,  and 
possess  ourselves  in  as  much  quietness  as  these  silent  silver 
streams,  which  we  now  see  glide  so  quietly  by  us.  Indeed,  my 
good  scholar,  we  may  say  of  angling,  as  Dr  Boteler*  said  of 
strawberries,  "  Doubtless  God  could  have  made  a  better  berry, 
but  doubtless  God  never  did  ;  "  and  so,  if  I  might  be  judge,  God 
never  did  make  a  more  calm,  quiet,  innocent  recreation  than 
angling. 

I'll  tell  you,  scholar ;  when  I  sat  last  on  this  primrose-bank, 
and  looked  down  these  meadows,  I  thought  of  them  as  Charles 
the  Emperor  did  of  the  city  of  Florence  :  "  That  they  were  too 
pleasant  to  be  looked  on,  but  only  on  holy  days."  As  I  then  sat 
on  this  very  grass,  I  turned  my  present  thoughts  into  verse ;  'twas 
a  Wish,  which  Til  repeat  to  you :  t — 

VARIATION. 

'  No  life,  my  honest  scholar,  no  life  so  happy  and  so  plensnnt  as  the  angler's,  unless 
it  be  the  beggar's  life  in  summer ;  for  then  only  they  take  no  care,  but  are  as  happy  as 
we  anglers.—!*/  edit. 

an  ordinance  of  Parliament,  and  while  it  was  agitating,  as  a  theological  question, 
whether,  of  the  two,  preconceived  or  extem^eraty  prayer  be  most  agreeable  to  the 
»en$e  of  Scripture  t— H. 

*  The  person  here  mentioned  I  take  to  be  Dr  William  Butler^  an  eminent  physician 
of  our  author's  time,  styled  bv  Fuller,  in  hb  Wortkiesy  Suffolk,  67,  the  iCsculapius  of 
the  age :  he  invented  a  medical  drinkf  called  "  Dr  Butler's  Ale,"  which,  if  not  now,  was 
avery  few  years  ago  sold  at  certain  houses  in  London  which  had  his  head  for  a  sign. 
One  of  these  was  in  Ivy  Lane,  and  another  in  an  alley  leading  from  Coleman  Street  to 
rasbghall  Street.  He  was  a  great  humourist ;  a  drcunutance  in  his  character  which, 
jobed  to  his  reputation  for  skill  in  his  profession,  might  contribute  to  render  him 
popular.— >H.  £>r  Butler  was  bom  at  Ipswich  about  15^5,  and  educated  at  Clare  Hall, 
Cambridge.  He  died  Jan.  39,  1618^  and  was  buried  at  St  Mary's  Chtuch,  Cambridge. 
.  t  It  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  following  beautiful  stanzas  which  occur  for  the  nrst 
tune  in  the  third  edition,  were  written  by  Walton.  The  allusion  to  "  Kenna,"  which 
probably  referred  to  the  maiden  name  of  ms  wife  '*Ken."  is  not  to  be  fotmd  in  the  third, 
otjourth  edition,  in  both  of  which  the  word  "  Chlora  "  u  substituted  for  it,  which,  with 
the  substitution  of  one  vowel  for  another,  formed  the  anagram  of  his  first  wife's  name— 
Rachel. 
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I  in  these  flowery  meads  would  be : 
These  oystal  streams  should  solace  me ; 
To  whose  harmonious  bubbling  noise 
I  with  my  Angle  would  rejoice ; 
Sit  here,  and  see  the  turtledove 
Court  his  chaste  mate  to  acts  of  love : 

Or,  on  that  bank,  feel  the  west  wind 

Breathe  health  and  plenty  :  please  my  mind. 

To  see  sweet  dewdrops  kiss  these  flowers, 

And  then  washed  off"  by  April  showers  : 

Here,  hear  my  Kenna  sing*  •  a  song  ;   l«  Like  Hennit  Poofc 

There,  see  a  blackbird  feed  her  young, 

•  •*  Like  Hermit  Po^rr 

The  following  is  the  xong  to  which  Walton  alludes.  It  occurs  in  a  Collection  of  Poobs 
entitled  the  "  Fhxnix  Nest,"  published  in  1593.  t 

Like  to  a  Hennite  poore,  in  place  obscure,* 

I  meanc  to  spend  my  daies  of  endles  doubt. 
To  wule  such  woes  as  time  cannot  recure. 

Where  none  ^  but  Love  shall  ever  finde  me  oat. 
Mv  foode  shall  be  of  care  and  sorow  made. 

My  drinke  nought  else  but  teares  falne  from  mine  eies ; 
And  for  my  light,  in  such  obscured  shade, 

l*he  flames  shall  c  serve,  which  ^  from  my  hart  arise. 
A  gowne  of  graie  '  my  bodie  shall  attiret 

My  staiTe  of  broken  hope  whereon  lie  staie  ;/* 
Ofr  late  repentance,  linckt  with  lone  desire. 
The  couch  is  fram'de  whereon  mylimbes  He  lay  ;* 
And  at  my  gate  Dispaire  shall  linger  still. 
To  let  in  Death,  when  Love  and  Fortune  wilL 
The  tame  ideas  occur  in  a  poem  printed  five  years  earlier,  which  is  probabljr  firom  the 
Italian,  a  language  to  which  the  poets  of  that  day  were  much  indebted  ;  it  is  entitled 
Scillaes  Metamor^koti* :  EnUrlaced  with  tht  wsforhmaU  hve  0/  Gtaitau,  ^e,  by 
Hiomas  Lodge,  1589,  4to. 

I  will  become  a  Hermit  now.  and  doo  my  penaiKe  straight. 
For  all  the  errors  of  mine  eves  with  foolish  rashness  fil'd : 
My  hermitage  shall  placed  oe  where  mellancholies  waight, 
^d  none  but  love  alone  shall  knowe  the  bower  I  meane  to  build. 
My  daylie  diet  shall  be  care^  made  calme  by  no  delight : 
My  dofefull  drinke  my  driene  teares,  amidst  the  darksome  place. 
The  fire  that  bumes  my  heedless  heart  shall  stand  in  stead  of  light. 
And  shall  consume  my  wearie  life  mine  errors  to  deface. 
My  gowne  shall  be  of  spreding  gray  to  dad  my  limmes  withall ; 
My  late  repent  vpon  my  browe  shall  plainly  written  be. 
My  tedious  griete  and  great  remorse  that  doth  my  soul  enthrall. 
Shall  seme  to  plead  my  wearie  paines  and  pensiue  miserie. 
Of  faintfuU  nope  Shall  be  my  staffe  and  daylie  when  I  pray. 
My  mistris  picture  plac't  by  loue  shall  witnes  what  I  say. 
"  Like  Hermit  Poor "  was  set  to  music  by  Mr  Nicholas  Laneare,  an  eminent  nusttf 

t  Another  copy  of  this  Sonnet,  but  with  the  following  variations,  occurs  in  H^ 
Harleian  MS.  60x91  f  x^,  in  the  writing  of  the  time  of  James  the  First. 
«  Like  Hermit  poor  m  pensive  place  obscure. 

*  nought.  '  may.  *t  that  'grid*. 

/And  broken  hope  shall  be  my  strength  and  stay. 
r  And.  A  Shall  be  the  couch  whereon  my  limbt  I'll  lay. 
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Or  a  Icverock  build  her  nest : 
Here,  give  my  weary  spirits  rest. 
And  raise  my  low-pitch'd  thoughts  above 
Earth,  or  what  poor  mortals  love  : 

Thus,  free  from  lawsuits  and  the  noise 

Of  princes*  courts,  I  would  rejoice : 
Or,  with  my  Bryan,*  and  a  book, 
Loiter  long  da3rs  near  Shawford -brook  ;  f 
There  sit  by  him,  and  eat  my  meat. 
There  see  the  sun  both  rise  and  set : 
There  bid  good-morning  to  next  day ; 
There  meditate  my  time  away, 

And  Angle  on  ;  and  be^  to  have 

A  quiet  passage  to  a  welcome  grave* 

When  I  had  ended  this  composure,  I  left  this  place,  and  saw  a 
brother  of  the  angle  sit  under  that  honeysuckle  hedge,  one  that 
will  prove  worth  your  acquaintance.  I  sat  down  by  him,  and 
presently  we  met  with  an  accidental  piece  of  merriment,  which  I 
will  relate  to  you,  for  it  rains  still.® 

VARIATION. 

*  And  now  let  me  tell  you,  my  honest  scholar,  what  an  acddental  piece  of  merriment 
chanced  last  summer,  as  I  and  a  brother  of  the  angle,  which  will  prove  worth  your 
acquaintance,  sat  under  this  honeysuckle  hedge. — %d  edit, 

of  Walton's  time,  whose  portrait  is  yet  to  be  xeen  in  the  Music  School  at  Oxford  :  and  is 
printed  with  the  notes,  in  a  collection  entitled  Select  musical  Ayret  attd  Dialogues^ 
folio,  165^  It  was  also  set  by  Sig.  Alfonso  Ferabosco,  and  published  in  a  collection  ti 
his  airs,  m  folio,  1609. 

This  song  appears  to  have  been  a  great  favourite  for  some  years  aAer  the  Restoration, 
and  very  popular  while  ballad-music  remained  in  fashion.  That  Accurate  observer, 
Pepys,  tells  us  in  his  Diary.  Feb.  19,  1666-7  [vol.  ii.  p.  x^],  that  "  he  [T.  Killigrew]  hath 
ever  endeavoured  in  the  late  King's  time  and  in  this  to  introduce  good  musique, 
but  he  never  could  do  it,  there  never  having  been  any  musique  here  better  than  ballads.** 
Adding  '*'  Hermit  poore '  and  *  Chiuy  Chase '  was  all  the  musique  we  had."  The  three 
first  words  of  it  were  become  a  phrase.  The  Hon.  Roger  North,  in  his  Life  of  the  Lord- 
kttprr  Guildfcnit  page  aia,  410  edit.,  speaking  of  Sir  Job  Charleton,  then  chief>justice 
of  Chester,  says,  he  wanted  to  speak  with  the  King ;  and  went  to  Whitehall,  where, 
returning  from  his  walk  in  St  James's  Park,  he  must  pass ;  and  there  he  sat  him  down, 
"like  hermit  poor."  Among  the  poems  of  Phineas  Fletcher,  hereafter  mentioned,  is  a 
metaphrase  of  the  xliind  Psalm ;  which,  it  is  said,  may  be  sung  to  the  tune  of  "Like 
Hermit  Poffr."  There  is  also  an  allusion  to  this  song  in  Hudibreu^  Part  I.  canto  iu 
*iae  X169. 

'*  That  done,  they  ope  the  trap-door  gate. 
And  let  Crowdero  down  thereat ; 
Crowdero  naaking  doleful  face, 
*  Like  hermit  poor  in  pensive  place.*** 

It  was  also  printed  in  the  Academy  of  Compliments,  165a  In  the  Tixall  poetry, 
xZix,  edited  by  Mr  Clifford,  from  a  numuscript  collection  nearly  contemporary  with 
Walton,  it  forms,  by  an  arbitrary  disposition  of  the  words,  a  little  irregular  od^  entitled 
Detpair.—^rx.  H. 

*  It  has  been  conjectured  that  this  is  the  name  of  his  favourite  dog. — H. 

t  Shawford-brook  is  the  name  of  that  part  of  the  river  Sow  that  runs  through  the  land 
vhich  Walton  bequeathed  to  the  corporation  of  Stafford  to  find  coals  for  the  poor :  the 
right  of  fisherv  attaches  to  the  little  estate.  Shawford,  or  Shallow-ford,  is  a  liberty  in 
the  parish  of  St  Mary  Stafford,  though  five  miles  distant  from  the  town,  llie  messu.ige 
there  described  in  Walton's  will  is  now  divided  into  two  tenements.  It  is  a  poor  cottage, 
thatched,  iind  old.  Shawford-brook  winds  beautifully  through  a  narrow  vale,  and 
deserved  Walton's  commepdation.~£. 
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On  the  other  side  of  this  very  hedge  sat  a  gang  of  gypsies ;  and 
near  to  them  sat  a  gang  of  beggars.  The  gypsies  were  then  to 
divide  all  the  money  that  had  been  got  that  week,  either  by  steal- 
ing linen  or  poultry,  or  by  fortune-telling  or  legerdemain,  or,  indeed, 
by  any  other  sleights  and  secrets  belonging  to  their  mysterious 
government.  And  the  sum  that  was  got  that  week  proved  to  be 
but  twenty  and  some  odd  shillings.  The  odd  money  was  agreed 
to  be  distributed  amongst  the  poor  of  their  own  corporation  :  and 
for  the  remaining  twenty  shillings,  that  was  to  be  divided  unto 
four  gentlemen  gypsies,  according  to  their  several  degrees  in  their 
commonwealth.  And  the  first  or  chiefest  gypsy  was,  by  consent, 
to  have  a  third  part  of  the  twenty  shillings,  which  all  men  know 
is  6s.  8d.  The  second  was  to  have  a  fourth  part  of  the  20s., 
which  all  men  know  to  be  5s.  The  third  was  to  have  a  fifth  part 
of  the  20s.,  which  all  men  know  to  be  4s.  The  fourth  and  last 
gypsy  was  to  have  a  sixth  part  of  the  20s.,  which  all  men  know  to 
be  3s.  4d, 

As  for  example* 

3  times  6s.  8d.  are  .  .  .  .  90s. 

And  so  is  4  times  5s.        ...  .  20s. 

And  so  is  5  times  4s.        ...  .  aos. 

And  so  is  6  times  3s.  4d.         *   .  .  .  2o«i. 

And  yet  he  that  divided  the  money  was  so  very  a  gypsy,  that 
though  he  gave  to  every  one  these  said  sums,  yet  he  kept  one 
shilling  of  it  for  himself. 

As  for  example,  s.  <f. 

6  8 
5  o 
4  o 
3    4 

make  but  •  .      19    o 

But  now  you  shall  know,  that  when  the  four  gypsies  saw  that 
he  had  got  one  shilling  by  dividing  the  money,  though  not  one 
of  them  knew  any  reason  to  demand  more,  yet,  like  lords  and 
courtiers,  every  gypsy  envied  him  that  was  the  gainer;  and 
wrangled  with  him ;  and  every  one  said  the  remaining  shilling 
belonged  to  him ;  and  so  they  fell  to  so  high  a  contest  about  it, 
as  none  that  knows  the  faithfulness  of  one  gypsy  to  another  will 
easily  believe ;  only  we  that  have  lived  these  last  twenty  years 
are  certain  that  money  has  been  able  to  do  much  mischief 
However,  the  gypsies  were  too  wise  to  go  to  law,  and  did  there- 
fore choose  their  choice  friends  Rook  and  Shark,  and  our  late 
English  Gusman,*  to  be  their  arbitrators  and  umpires.     And  so 

*  The  Eng^luh  Cusman  occurs  in  Walton's  ^ccnd  edition^  1655 :  and  his  alhisioo  is 
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they  left  this  honeysuckle  hedge ;   and  went  to  tell  fortunes  and 
cheat,  and  get  more  money  and  lodging  in  the. next  village. 

When  these  were  gone,  we  heard  as  high  a  contention  amongst 
the  beggars,  whether  it  was  easiest  to  rip  a  cloak,  or  to  unrip  a 
cloak  ?  One  beggar  affirmed  it  was  all  one :  but  that  was  denied, 
by  asking  her,  if  doing  and  undoing  were  all  one  ?  Then  another 
said,  'twas  easiest  to  unrip  a  cloak  ;  for  that  was  to  let  it  alone  : 
but  she  was  answered,  by  asking  her,  how  she  unript  it  if  she  let 
it  alone  ?  and  she  confest  herself  mistaken.  These  and  twenty 
suchlike  questions  were  proposed  and  answered,  vrith  as  much 
beggarly  logic  and  earnestness  as  was  ever  heard  to  proceed  from 
the  mouth  of  the  most  pertinacious  schismatic ;  and  sometimes 
all  the  beggars,  whose  number  was  neither  more  nor  less  than  the 
poets'  nine  muses,  talked  all  together  about  this  ripping  and 
unripping ;  and  so  loud,  that  not  one  heard  what  the  other  said  :• 
but,  at  last,  one  beggar  craved  audience  ;  and  told  them  that  old 
father  Qause,  whom  Ben  Jonson,  in  his  Beggar's  Bush,*  created 
King  of  their  corporation,  was  to  lodge  at  an  alehouse,  called 
**  Catch-her-by-the-way,"  not  far  from  Waltham  Cross,  and  in  the 
highroad  towards  London ;  and  he  therefore  desired  them  to 
spend  no  more  time  about  that  and  suchlike  questions,  but  refer 
all  to  father  Clause  at  night,  for  he  was  an  upright  judge,  and  in 
the  meantime  draw  cuts  what  song  should  be  next  sung,  and  who 
should  sing  it  They  all  agreed  to  the  motion ;  and  the  lot  fell 
to  her  that  was  the  youngest,  and  veriest  virgin  of  the  company. 
And  she  sung  Frank  Davison's  f  song,  which  he  made  forty  years 

Vakiatiox.]    '  talked  all  together,  and  nooe  heard  what  the  other  said. — fid  edit. 

to  a  Work  which  had  aroeared  three  years  before ;  Th*  English  Gusman :  or,  the 
History  of  that  unparalleled  Thief,  Tames  Hind,  written  by  G.  F.  (George  Fidge),  410, 
Lood.  1659.  Hind  appears  to  have  been  "  the  grandest  thief  of  his  a^e.  He  was  the 
.M>n  of  a  saddler  at  Chipping  Noirtoi),  in  Oxfordshire  :  and  was  apprenticed  to  a  butcher. 
From  some  of  the  single  sheets  which  were  nrinted  during  the  great  Rebellion,  ho 
appears  to  have  attached  him&ejf  to  the  Royal  Cause  ;  and  was  actively  engaged  in  the 
batilcs  both  of  Worcester  and  Warrington.  In  1651  he  was  arrested  by  order  of  the 
Parliament,  having  taken  shelter,  under  the  name  of  Brown,  at  "  one  Denzy's,  a  barber, 
over  against  Saint  Dunstan's  Church  in  Fleet  Street."  This  latter  circumstance  misht 
^babiy  introduce  him  to  Walton's  notice,  who  lived  in  the  neighbourhood.  Our  utte 
English  Gusman  seems  to  intimate  that  Hind  was  dead  in  1655  ;  though  from  none  of 
t^e  publications  of  the  time  does  the  date  of  his  death  appear. — £. 

•  The  Comedy  of  Tkt  Royal  Merchant,  or  Beggar's  Bush^  was  written  by  Fletcher, 
UKi  not  by  Ben  Jonson.  It  was  licenced  in  163a,  and  first  printed  in  the  folio  of  1647  ; 
*iih  the  title  of  Th*  Beggar's  Busk  only.— Co/tier's  Hist.  0/  Dramatic  Poetry^  vol.  i. 
^  436. 

t  Francis  Davison  was  the  eldest  son  of  Secretary  Davison,  the  victim  of  the  mean 
and  cowardly  device  of  Queen  Elizabeth  to  remove  from  herself  the  odium  of  the  murder 
J»f  Mary  Queen  of  Scots.  He  was  bom  about  the  year  1575,  and  was  intended  for  the 
«»r,  but  abandoned  that  pursuit  for  Poesy.  In  1602,  he  published  the  Poetical 
Hknfisody^  which  went  through  four  editions,  1602,  1608,  161 1,  and  1621,  and  has  been 
twice  reprinted,  ia  which  miscellauy  he  inserted  the  *'  Beggar's  Song ;"  but  there  a.o 
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ago  }  and  all  the  others  of  the  company  joined   to   sing  tie 
burthen  with  her.     The  ditty  was  this  ;  but  first  the  burthen ; — 

Bright  shines  the  sun ;  play,  Beggars,  play ; 
Here's  scraps  enough  to  serve  to^y. 

What  noise  of  viols  is  so  sweet. 

As  when  our  merry  clappers  ring  ? 
What  mirth  doth  want  where  Beggars  meet  f 

A  Benar's  life  is  for  a  King. 
Eat,  drink,  and  play  ;  sleep  when  we  list ; 
Go  where  we  will,  so  stocks  be  mist. 

Bright  shines  the  sun ;  play.  Beggars,  play ; 

Here's  scraps  enough  to  serve  to-day. 

The  world  is  oars,  and  ours  alone  ; 

For  wc  alone  have  worid  at  will ; 
We  purchase  not ;  all  is  our  own  ; 

Both  fields  and  streets  we  Beggars  filL 
Nor  care  to  get,  nor  fear  to  keep,* 
Did  ever  break  a  Beggar^s  sleep. 

Play,  Beggars,  play;  play,  Beggars,  play; 

I^ejre's  scraps  enough  to  serve  to-day. 

A  hundred  head  of  black  and  white 

Upon  our  ^o«ms  securely  feed  ; 
If  any  dare  his  niaster  3  bite, 

He  dies  therefore,  as  sure  as  creed. 
Thus  Beggars  lord  it  as  they  please  ; 
And  only  Beggars  live  at  ease. 

Bright  shines  the  sun ;  play,  Beg^rars,  play ; 

Here's  scraps  enough  to  serve  toniay. 

*  Venator.  I  thank  you,  good  master,  for  this  piece  of  mcrri- 
ment,  and  this  song,  which  was  well  humoured  by  the  maker,  and 
well  remembered  by  you. 

PiSCATOR,     But,  I  pray,  forget  not  the  catch  which  you  promised 

VARIATIONS. 

1  In  the  first  edition  the  sov^  )s  thus  introduced  after  the  passage,  "  No  life,  nrr 
honest  scholar,  no  life  so  happv  and  so  pleasant  as  the  angler's,  unless  it  be  the  beggars 
life  in  summer,  for  then  only  they  take  no  care,  but  are  as  happy  as  we  anglers. 

Viator.  Indeed,  master,  and  so  they  be,  as  is  witnessed  bv  the  b^gar's  song,  made 
long  since  by  Frank  Davison,  a  good  poet,  who  was  not  a  beggar,  ^Migh  he  were  a 
good  poet. 

Piscator.     Can  you  sing  it,  scholar  T 

Viator,     Sit  down  a  little,  good  ma.ster,  and  I  will  try.** 

In  the  second  edition,  however,  it  occurs  as  in  the  text. 

'  These^  two  lines  have  been  supplied  from  the  Rka^sody^  because  it  is  evident  froa 
the  song  itself,  that  they  were  accidentally  omitted,  and  because  it  is  accuraie.y  jivea 
in  every  other  instance,  with  the  exception  of  one  line. 

3  Walton  has  printed  this  line. 

"And  yet  if  any  dare  us  bite." 
These  two  variations  occur  in  every  edition  of  the  Angler. 

^  Piscator.  I  thank  you,  good  scholar,  this  song  was  well  humoured  by  the  maker, 
and  well  remembered  and  sung  by  you ;  and  I  pray  forget  not  the  catch,  &c.— u/ 
edii, 

reasons  for  believing  that  it  was  not  written  by  him,  but  bv  a  poet  whose  initials  vere 
**  A.  W."  One  or  two  facts  tend,  however,  to  identify  Davison  wth  A.  W.,  and  tl« 
question  is  investigated  in  the  reprint  of  the  Rhapsody  in  1826,  vol.  L  p.  cxxv.  Betvers 
J655.  when  the  second  edition  of  tne  Angler  appeared,  and  i6oa,  when  the  Rhapsody  «»« 
first  published,  fifty-three  years  had  elapsed,  so  that  Walton  probably  referred  to  the 
edition  of  z6zz.    The  song  is  there  entitled)  "A  Song  in  praise  of  a  Beggar's  Life* 
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to  make  against  night ;  for  our  countryman,  honest  Coridon,  will 
expect  your  catch,  and  my  song,  which  I  must  be  forced  to  patch 
up,  for  it  is  so  long  since  I  learnt  it,  that  I  have  forgot  a  part  of 
it.  But,  come,  now  it  hath  done  raining,  let's  stretch  our  legs  a 
little  in  a  gentle  walk  to  the  river,  and  try  what  interest  our  angles 
will  pay  us  for  lending  them  so  long  to  be  used  by  the  Trouts ; 
lent  them  indeed,  like  usurers,  for  our  profit  and  their  destruc- 
tion. 

Venator.  Oh  me  !  look  you,  master,  a  fish !  a  fish  I  Oh, 
alas,  master,  I  have  lost  her. 

PiSCATOR.  Ay  marry,  Sir,  that  was  a  good  fish  indeed:  if  I 
had  had  the  luck  to  have  taken  up  that  rod,  then  'tis  twenty  to 
one  he  should  not  have  broke  my  line  by  running  to  the  rod's  end, 
as  you  suffered  him.  I  would  have  held  him  vnthin  the  bent  of 
my  rod,  unless  he  had  been  fellow  to  the  great  Trout  that  is  near 
an  ell  long,  which  was  of  such  a  length  and  depth  that  he  had 
his  picture  drawn,  and  now  is  to  be  seen  at  mine  host  Rickabie's, 
at  the  George  in  Ware,^  and  it  may  be,  by  giving  that  very  great 
Trout  *  the  rod,  that  is,  by  casting  it  to  him  into  the  water,  I 
might  have  caught  him  at  the  long-run,  for  so  I  use  always  to  do 
when  I  meet  with  an  over-grown  fish ;  and  you  will  learn  to  do  so 
too,  hereafter,  for  I  tell  you,  scholar,  fishing  is  an  art,  or,  at  least, 
it  is  an  art  to  catch  fish. 

Venator.  But,  master,  I  have  heard  that  the  great  Trout 
you  speak  of  is  a  Salmon, 

VARIATION. 

^  I  would  have  held  him,  unless  he  had  been  fellow  to  the  great  Trout  that  is  near  an 
ell  long,  which  had  his  picture  drawn,  and  now  is  to  be  seen,  &c. — ix/  4dit. 

*  In  the  reizn  of  Charles  the  Second  a  Trout  was  talcen  in  the  river  Kennet  near 
Newbury,  with  a  casting  net,  which  measured  forty-five  inches  in  length.  Gainsford, 
in  "The  Glory  of  England,"  4to,  Lond.  1619,  p.  147,  mentions  one  taken  near  Tyrone, 
foTty-six  inches  long,  '"  the  portraiture  of  which  worthy  Sir  Josias  Bodley  hath  depicted 
in  mano."  The  largest  Trout  known  to  have  been  caught  with  a  minnow,  in  the  South 
of  England,  was  taken  in  1755,  by  Mr  Howell  of  Cateaton  Street,  at  Hambledon  Lock 
(between  Maidenhead  and  Henley),  the  weight  of  which  was  sixteen  pounds.  In  1794* 
Mr  Daniel,  the  author  of  "  Rural  Sports,"  killed  a  Trout  near  Richmond  Bridge,  that 
weighed  ten  pounds  and  a  half ;  and  in  the  following  year,  a  Mr  Jons  speared,  at  Cook's 
Ferry  in  the  river  Lea,  a  Trout  weighing  fifteen  pounds.  An  insunce  of  the  longevity 
of  the  Trout  i*  cited  in  the  Sportine  Magazine  for  September  x8a6  :  "  Fifty-three  years 
ago  Mr  William  Mossop  of  Board  Hall,  near  Broughton  in  Fumess,  placed  a  small  trout 
in  a  well  in  the  orchard  belonging  to  his  family,  where  it  has  ever  since  remained  until 
last  week,  when  it  died  for  want  of  water,  the  severe  drought  having  dried  up  the 

spring  by  which  the  well  was  supplied.    This  fi>h  would  receive  from  Mr  M 's  hands 

snails,  worms,  and  bread,  and  always  seemed  pleased  at  the  presence  of  its  feeder,  fre- 
quently moving  its  tail  and  fins  with  the  greatest  rapidity,  and  approaching  the  surface 
of  the  water.  Trout  were  several  times  put  into  the  well,  which  were  as  constantly 
devoured  by  the  solitary  inmatei  who  bad  increased  in  size,  and  weighed  at  his  death 
about  two  pounds." 
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PiSCATOR.  Trust  me,  scholar,  I  know  not  what  to  say  to  it 
There  are  many  country-people  that  believe  hares  change  sexes 
every  year  :  and  there  be  very  many  learned  men  think  so  too, 
for  in  their  dissecting  them  they  find  many  reasons  to  incline  them 
to  that  beliet*  And  to  make  the  wonder  seem  yet  less,  that 
hares  change  sexes,  note  that  Dr  Mer.  Casaubon  affirms,  in  his 
book  "  Of  credible  and  incredible  things,"  that  Gasper  Peucenis, 
a  learned  physician, f  tells  us  of  a  people  that  once  a  year  turn 
wolves,  partly  in  shape,  and  partly  in  conditions.  And  so, 
whether  this  were  a  Salmon  when  he  came  into  fresh  water,  and 
his  not  returning  into  the  sea  hath  altered  him  to  another  colour 
or  kind,  I  am  not  able  to  say ;  but  I  am  certain  he  hath  aU  the 
signs  of  being  a  Trout,  both  for  his  shape,  colour,  and  spots ;  and 
yet  many  think  he  is  not 

Venator.  But,  master,  will  this  Trout  which  I  had  hold  of 
die  ?  for  it  is  like  he  hath  the  hook  in  his  belly. 

PiSCATOR.  I  will  tell  you,  scholar,  that  unless  the  hook  be 
fast  in  his  very  gorge,  'tis  more  than  probable  he  will  live,  and  a 
little  time,  with  the  help  of  the  water,  will  rust  the  hook,  and  it  will 
in  time  wear  away,  as  the  gravel  doth  in  the  horse-hoof,  which 
only  leaves  a  false  quarter. 

And  now,  scholar,  let's  go  to  my  rod.  Look  you,  scholar,  I 
have  a  fish  too,  but  it  proves  a  logger-headed  Chub  :  and  this  is 
not  much  amiss,  for  this  Mrill  pleasure  some  poor  body,  as  we  go 
to  our  lodging  to  meet  our  brother  Peter  and  honest  Condon. 
Come,  now  bait  your  hook  again,  and  lay  it  into  the  water,  for  it 
rains  again ;  and  we  will  even  retire  to  the  sycamore-tree,  and 
there  I  will  give  you  more  directions  concerning  fishing,  for  I 
would  fain  make  you  an  artist 

Venator.     Yes,  good  master,  I  pray  let  it  be  so. 

PiSCATOR.  Well,  scholar,  now  we  are  sate  down  and  are  at 
ease,  I  shall  tell  you  a  little  more  of  Trout-fishing,  before  I  speak 
of  the  Salmon,  which  I  purpose  shall  be  next,  and  then  of  the 
Pike  or  Luce. 

*  This  belief  wa»  not  confined  to  "country-people  "  or  to  **  learned  men  ;"  but  sportr 
men  of  the  highest  reputation  entertained  the  same  opinion :  thus  Twety,  Master  of  the 
Game  to  King  Edward  the  Second,  in  a  treatise  on  *'  The  craft  of  venery,"  written  for 
that  monarch's  use,  savs,  "  Now  we  will  begyne  at  the  hare.  And  wherefore  at  the  hue 
rather  then  at  eny  other  best.  For  why  f  it  is  the  most  merveylous  beste  that  is  in  this 
lond.  And  wherfore  ?  For  as  miche  as  he  berithe  grese  and  crotyth  and  zongith  and 
so  dothe  no  beste  in  this  land  but  he,  and  sume  tyme  he  is  male  and  sume  female.  And 
for  that  cause  a  man  may  not  blowe  meene  of  hym,  as  men  don  of  other  be<4es,  but  he 
is  enchased."  MS.  penes  G.  Baker,  Esq.  of  Northampton.  Another  copy  of  the  Treatise 
occurs  in  the  Cotton  MS.  Vcsp.  f.  xii. 

t  And  mathematician,  born  at  Lusatia  in  1525  :  he  married  the  daughter  of  Melaac* 
thon,  wrote  many  books  on  various  subjects,  and  died  in  1602,  a^ed  78. — H. 
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You  are  to  know,  there  is  night  as  well  as  day  fishing  for  a 
Trout ;  and  that,  in  the  night,  the  best  Trouts  come  out  of  their 
holes.*  And  the  manner  of  taking  diem  is  on  the  top  of  the 
water  with  a  great  lob  or  garden  worm,  or  rather  two,  which  you 
are  to  fish  with  in  a  stream  where  the  waters  run  somewhat  quietly, 
for  in  a  stream  the  bait  will  not  be  so  well  discerned.  I  say,  in 
a  quiet  or  dead  place,  near  to  some  swift,  there  draw  your  bait 
over  the  top  of  the  water,  to  and  fro,  and  if  there  be  a  good  Trout 
in  the  hole,  he  will  take  it,  especially  if  the  night  be  dark,  for  then 
he  is  bold,  and  lies  near  the  top  of  the  water,  watching  the  motion 
of  any  frog  or  water-rat,  or  mouse,  that  swims  betwixt  him  and 
the  sky ;  these  he  hunts  after,  if  he  sees  the  water  but  wrinkle  or 
move  in  one  of  these  dead  holes,  where  these  great  old  Trouts 
usually  lie,  near  to  their  holds  ;  for  you  are  to  note,  that  the  great 
old  Trout  is  both  subde  and  fearful,  and  lies  close  all  day,  and  does 
not  usually  stir  out  of  his  hold,  but  lies  in  it  as  close  in  the  day 
as  the  timorous  hare  does  in  her  form  ;  for  the  chief  feeding  of 
either  is  seldom  in  the  day,  but  usually  in  the  night,  and  then  the 
great  Trout  feeds  very  boldly.' 

And  you  must  fish  for  him  with  a  strong  line,  and  not  a  little 
hook ;  and  let  him  have  time  to  gorge  your  hook,  for  he  does  not 
usually  forsake  it,  as  he  oft  will  in  the  day-fishing.  And  if  the 
night  be  not  dark,  then  fish  so  with  an  artificial  fiy  of  a  light 
colour,  and  at  the  snap :  nay,  he  will  sometimes  rise  at  a  dead 
mouse,  or  a  piece  of  cloth,  or  anything  that  seems  to  svdm  across 
the  water,  or  to  be  in  motion.  This  is  a  choice  way,  but  I  have 
not  oft  used  it,  because  it  is  void  of  the  pleasures  that  such  days 
as  these,  that  we  two  now  enjoy,  afford  an  angler. 

And  you  are  to  know,  that  in  Hampshire,  which  I  think  exceeds 
an  England  for  swift,  shallow,  clear,  pleasant  brooks,  and  store  of 
Trouts,  they  used  to  catch  Trouts  in  the  night,  by  the  light  of  a 
torch  or  straw,  which,  when  they  have  discovered,  they  strike  with 
a  Trout-spear,  or  other  ways.  This  kind  of  way  they  catch  very 
many :  but  I  would  not  believe  it  till  I  was  an  eyewitness  of  it, 
nor  do  I  Uke  it  now  I  have  seen  it. 
Venator.  But,  master,  do  not  Trouts  see  us  in  the  night  ? 
PiSCATOR.     Yes,  and  hear,  and  smell  too,  both  then  and  in  the 

VARIATIONS. 

•  and  that  then  the  be«t  are  out  of  their  holds.—!*/  and  2d  edit,  "  Holds,"  a  word 
far  preferable  to  *'  holes,"  is  used  in  the  first  four  editions. 

'  if  the  night  be  dark  ;  for  then  he  lies  boldly  near  the  top  of  the  water,  watching  the 
notion  of  any  frog  or  water-mouse,  or  rat  betwixt  him  and  the  sky,  which  he  hunts  foi; 
ftc— I*/  edit. 
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daytime :  for  Gesner  observes,  the  Otter  smells  a  fish  forty  fur- 
longs off  him  in  the  water  :  and  that  it  may  be  true,  seems  to  be 
affirmed  by  Sir  Francis  Bacon,  in  the  eighth  century  of  his  Natural 
History,  who  there  proves  that  waters  may  be  the  medium  of 
sounds,  by  demonstrating  it  thus  :  "  That  if  you  knock  two  stones 
together  very  deep  under  the  water,  those  that  stand  on  a  bank 
near  to  that  place  may  hear  the  noise  without  any  diminution  of 
it  by  the  water."  He  also  offers  the  like  experiment  concerning 
the  letting  an  anchor  fall,  by  a  very  long  cable  or  rope,  on  a  rock, 
or  the  sand,  within  the  sea.  And  this  being  so  well  observed  and 
demonstrated  as  it  is  by  that  learned  man,  has  made  me  to  believe 
that  Eels  unbed  themselves  and  stir  at  the  noise  of  thunder,  and 
not  only,  as  some  think,  by  the  motion  or  stirring  of  the  earth 
which  is  occasioned  by  that  thunder. 

And  this  reason  of  Sir  Francis  Bacon,*  has  made  me  crave 
pardon  of  one  that  I  laughed  at  for  affirming  that  he  knew  Carps 
come  to  a  certain  place,  in  a  pond,  to  be  fed  at  the  ringing  of  a 
bell  or  the  beating  of  a  drum.  And,  however,  it  shall  be  a  rule 
for  me  to  make  as  little  noise  as  I  can  when  I  am  fishing,  until 
Sir  Francis  Bacon  be  confuted,  which  I  shall  give  any  man  leave  to 

do.sf 

And  lest  you  may  think  him  singular  in  this  opinion,  I  will  tell 
you,  this  seems  to  be  believed  by  our  learned  Doctor  Hakewill, 
who  in  his  Apology  of  God*s  power  and  providence,^  quotes 
Pliny  to  report  that  one  of  the  emperors  had  particular  fish-ponds, 

VARIATION. 

8  In  ^^  first  edition,  Walton  adds  here,  "and  so  leave  off  this  philosophical  discmirse, 
for  a  discourse  of  fishing  ;"  and  continues,  "of  which  my  next  shall  be  to  tell  you,  it  is 
certain,  that  certain  fields,"  &c.^  as  in  a  subsequent  part  of  the  text  with  the  exception  of 
the  passage  from  St  James,  which  was  inserted  in  the  third  edition. 

•  Expcr.  79a. 

t  That  fish  hear,  is  confirmed  by  the  authority  of  late  writers:  Swammerdam  asserts 
it,  and  adds  that  '*they  have  a  wonderful  labyrinth  of  the  ear  for  that  purpose."  Se« 
Swammerdam,  0/  Jnstcts^  edit  London,  1758,  p.  50.  A  clergyman,  a  friend  of  mine^ 
assures  me,  that  at  the  abbey  of  St  Bernard,  near  Antwerp,  he  saw  Carp  come  at  the 
whistling  of  the  feeder. — H. 

X  "  f.  360."  This  book,  which  was  published  in  folio,  X63S1  and  is  full  of  excellent 
learning  and  good  sense,  contains  an  examination  and  censure  of  that  common  error 
which  philosophers  have  fallen  into,  *'  that  there  b  in  nature  a  perpetual  and  universal 
decay  ;  *'  the  contrary  whereof,  afler  an  extensive  view  of  the  history  of  the  physical  and 
moral  world*  and  a  judicious  and  impartial  comparison  of  former  ages  with  that  wherein 
the  author  lived,  b  with  great  force  of  argument  demonstrated.  I'he  reader  may,  in  thb 
book,  meet  with  a  relation  of  that  instance  of  Lord  Cromwell's  gratitude  to  Sig.  Fresco- 
baldi.  a  Florentine  merchant,  which  is  given,  in  a  dramatic  form,  in  the  His/dry  »f 
Thomas  Lord  Cromweil,  published  as  Shakespeare's  by  ^ome  of  the  earlier  editors  oi 
hb  works. — H.  See  L«  Neve's  Fasti.  Lloyd's  Memoirs,  p.  540.  Wood's  Hist,  amd 
Antiq,  Oxon.  L  ii  p.  904.  A  then.  Oxon.  1.  ii.  64.  Dr  Hakewill  was  rector  of  Exeter 
College,  Oxford  :  and  had  the  living  of  Heaatoiit  near  BamsUple,  in  Devonshire,  wher« 
he  died  in  the  beginning  of  April  1649.— E. 
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and,  in  them,  several  fish  that  appeared  and  came  when  they 
were  called  by  their  particular  names.*  And  St  James  tells  us,t 
that  all  things  in  the  sea  have  been  tamed  by  mankind.  And 
Pliny  tells  us,t  that  Antonia,  the  wife  of  Drusus,  had  a  Lamprey 
at  whose  gills  she  hung  jewels  or  ear-rings  ;  and  that  others  have 
been  so  tender-hearted  as  to  shed  tears  at  the  death  of  fishes 
which  they  have  kept  and  loved.  And  these  observations,  which 
will  to  most  hearers  seem  wonderful,  seem  to  have  a  further  con- 
firmation firom  Martial,§  who  writes  thus  : — 

Piscatory  fnge  :  n*  noctns,  &'c. 
Angler  I  wouldst  thou  be  gtiiltless  ?  then  forbear ; 
For  these  are  sacred  fishes  that  swim  here, 
Who  know  their  sovereign,  and  will  lick  his  hand, 
l*han  which  none's  greater  in  the  world's  command  ; 
Nay  more,  they've  names,  and,  when  they  called  are. 
Do  to  their  several  ownei's  call  repair. 

All  the  further  use  that  I  shall  make  of  this  shall  be,  to  advise 
anglers  to  be  patient,  and  forbear  swearing,  lest  they  be  heard, 
and  catch  no  fish.|| 

And  so  I  shall  proceed  next  to  tell  yoy,  it  is  certain  that  certain 
fields  near  Leominster,  a  town  in  Herefordshire,  are  observed  to 
make  the  sheep  that  graze  upon  them  more  fat  than  the  next,  and 
also  to  bear  finer  wool ;  that  is  to  say,  that  that  year  in  which 
they  feed  in  such  a  particular  pasture,  they  shall  yield  finer  wool 
than  they  did  that  year  before  they  came  to  feed  in  it;  and 
coarser,  again,  if  they  shall  return  to  their  former  pasture ;  and, 
again,  return  to  a  finer  wool,  being  fed  in  the  fine-wool  ground  : 
which  I  tell  you,  that  you  may  the  better  believe  that  I  am  certain, 
if  I  catch  a  Trout  in  one  meadow,  he  shall  be  white  and  faint, 
and  very  like  to  be  lousy  ;  and,  as  certainly,  if  I  catch  a  Trout  in 
the  next  meadow,  he  shall  be  strong,  and  red,  and  lusty,  and 
much  better  meat  Trust  me,  scholar,  I  have  caught  many  a 
Trout  in  a  particular  meadow,  that  the  very  shape  and  the 
enamelled  colour  of  him  hath  been  such  as  hath  joyed  me  to  look 

*  Mons.  Bemier,  in  his  History  ofJudottan^  reports  the  like  of  the  Great  Mogul—  H. 
t  Chap*,  iii.  7.  ^  %  Lib.  ix.  35. 

I  Lib.  iv.  Epigr.  3a    The  Terses  cited  are  as  follow : — 
**  Piscator,  fuge ;  ne  nocens  recedas, 

Sacris  piscibus  hx  natantur  undae  ; 

Qui  ndrunt  doroinum,  manumque  lambunt 

Illam,  qui  nihil  est.  in  orbe,  majus  : 

Quid,  quod  nomen  habent ;  et  ad  magistri 

Vocem  quisque  sui  venit  citatus." 
I  This  saying  occurs  in  SictluUs  a  Piscatory  [by  Phineas  Fletcher],  as  it  haih  btsn 
•ctsd  in  King's  Collegt  in  Cambridge.  Lond.  1631,  410. 

**  Nay  if  you  sweare,  we  shall  catch  no  fish." 
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on  him  :*  and  I  have  then,  with  much  pleasure,  concluded  with 
Solomon,  "  Everything  is  beautiful  in  his  season."  •  f 

I  should,  by  promise,  speak  next  of  the  Salmon ;  but  I  will,  by 
your  favour,  say  a  little  of  the  Umber  or  Grayling ;  which  is  so 
like  a  Trout  for  his  shape  and  feeding,  that  I  desire  I  may  exercise 
your  patience  with  a  short  discourse  of  him ;  and  then,  the  next 
shall  be  of  the  Salmon.^ 

Chap.  VI.  The  PiSCATOR.  THE  Umber  and  Grayling  are  thought 
Umber  or  Gray-  by  some  to  differ  as  the  Herring  and  Pilchard  do. 
*°*^'  But  though  they  may  do  so  in  other  nations,  I 

think  those  in  England  differ  nothing  but  in  their  names.  Aldro- 
vandus  says,  they  be  of  a  Trout  kind  ;  and  Gesner  says,  that  in 
his  country,  which  is  Switzerland,  he  is  accounted  the  choicest  of 
all  fish.  And  in  Italy,  he  is,  in  the  month  of  May,  so  highly 
valued,  that  he  is  sold  there  at  a  much  higher  rate  than  any  other 
fish.  The  French,  which  call  the  Chub  Un  Villain,  call  die 
Umber  of  the  Lake  Leman,  Un  Umble  Qievalier ;  and  they  value 
the  Umber  or  Grayling  so  highly,  that  they  say  he  feeds  on  gold ; 
apd  say,  that  many  have  been  caught  out  of  their  famous  river  of 
Loire,  out  of  whose  bellies  grains  of  gold  have  been  often  taken. 

VARIATIONS. 

•  I  haTe  with  Solomon  concluded,  &c — xst  edit. 

1  It  is  now  time  to  tell  you  next,  according  to  promise,  some  obserrattons  of  the 
Salmon :  but  first  I  will  tell  you  there  is  a  fish  called  by  some  an  Umber,  and  by  some  < 
Graylins^,  a  choice  fish,  esteemed  by  many  to  be  equally  good  with  the  Trout :  it  is  a  fish 
that  is  usually  about  eighteen  inches  long,  he  lives  in  such  streams  as  the  Trout  does: 
and  is  indeed  taken  with  the  same  bait  as  a  Trout  is,  for  he  will  bite  both  at  the  miiuiow* 
the  worm,  and  the  fly  both  natimU  and  artificial :  of  this  fish  there  be  many  in  Trent,  ami 
in  the  river  that  runs  by  Salisbury,  and  in  some  lesser  brooks  :  but  he  is  not  so  general 
a  fish  as  the  Trout  is  ;  of  which  two  fishes  I  will  now  take  my  leave,  and  come  to  my 
promised  Observations  on  the  Salmon,  and  a  little  advice  for  the  catching  bin--' 
xst  *dit, 

*  Tis  delightful  the  trout  to  ensnare. 
To  gaze  on  his  spots,  like  the  cheek  of  the  fair. 
And  sigh  when  their  brilliancy  sinks  in  decay. 
As  bright  as  the  rainbow,  yet  fleet  as  its  ray.        A»am, 
t  The  Trout  delights  in  rivers,  and  brooks,  and  gpravelly  bottoms,  and  swift  stresm^ 
His  haunts  are  eddies,  behind  stones,  logs,  or  banks  that  project  forward  into  the  nVer* 
and  against  which  the  stream  drives ;  shallows  between  two  streams  ;  or,  towards  the 
latter  end  of  the  summer,  mill-tails  and  old  weirs.     His  hold  is  usually  in  the  deep,  under 
the  hollow  of  a  bank,  or  the  root  of  a  tree.    The  Trout  spawns  about  the  begioning  ^ 
November,  and  does  not  recover  till  the  beginning  of  March.     In  addition  to  vfot 
Walton  has  said  on  the  subject  of  Trout-fishing,  the  following  directions  and  obserratioi* 
may  be  inserted.     When  you  fish  for  Trout  or  Salmon,  a  witich  screwed  on  the  bun  « 
the  rod  will  be  very  useful :  upon  the  rod  whip  a  number  of  small  rings  of  about  an  c}l^^ 
of  an  inch  in  diameter,  at  first  about  three  feet  distant  from  each  other,  but  diminison>S 
gradually  in  their  distances  towards  the  top.     When  you  have  struck  a  fish  that  nxf 
endanger  your  uckle,  let  the  line  run,  wind  him  up  as  he  tires  and  take  him  mit  vith  > 
landing  net.     In  angling  for  Trout,  whether  with  a  fly  or  at  the  ground,  you  need  n»^ 
but  three  or  four  trials  in  a  place  :  and,  if  unsuccessful,  you  may  conclude  there  are  bod< 
there  ;  the  same  rule  applies  to  Perch  in  a  running  stream. 
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And  some  think  that  he  feeds  on  water-thyme,  and  smells  of  it  at 
his  first  taking  out  of  the  water ;  and  they  may  think  so  with  as 
good  reason  as  we  do  that  our  Smelts  smell  like  violets  at  their 
being  first  caught,  which  I  think  is  a  truth.  Aldrovandus  says, 
the  Salmon,  the  Grayling,  and  Trout,  and  all  fish  that  live  in 
clear  and  sharp  streams,  are  made  by  their  mother  Nature  of  such 
exact  shape  and  pleasant  colours  purposely  to  invite  us  to  a  joy 
and  contentedness  in  feasting  with  her.  Whether  this  is  a  truth 
or  not,  is  not  my  purpose  to  dispute  :  but  'tis  certain,  all  that 
write  of  the  Umber  declare  him  to  be  very  medicinable.  And 
Gesner  says,  that  the  fat  of  an  Umber  or  Grayling,  being  set, 
with  a  little  honey,  a  day  or  two  in  the  sun,  in  a  little  glass,  is 
very  excellent  against  redness  or  swarthiness,  or  anything  that 
breeds  in  the  eyes.  Salvian  *  takes  him  to  be  called  Umber  from 
his  swift  swimming,  or  gliding  out  of  sight  more  like  a  shadow  or 
a  ghost  than  a  fish.  Much  more  might  be  said  both  of  his  smell 
and  taste :  but  I  shall  only  tell  you  that  St  Ambrose,  the  glorious 
Bishop  of  Milan,  who  lived  when  the  Church  kept  fasting-days, 
calls  him  the  fiower-fish,  or  fiower  of  fishes  ;  and  that  he  was  so 
far  in  love  with  him,  that  he  would  not  let  him  pass  without  the 
honour  of  a  long  discourse ;  but  I  must ;  and  pass  on  to  tell  you 
how  to  take  this  dainty  fish. 

First  note,  that  he  grows  not  to  the  bigness  of  a  Trout;  for 
the  biggest  of  them  do  not  usually  exceed  eighteen  inches.t  He 
lives  in  such  rivers  as  the  Trout  does  ;  and  is  usually  taken  with 
the  same  baits  as  the  Trout  is,  and  after  the  same  manner ;  for 
he  will  bite  both  at  the  minnow,  or  worm,  or  fly,  though  he  bites 
not  often  at  the  minnow,  and  is  very  gamesome  at  the  fly  ;  and 
much  simpler,  and  therefore  bolder  than  a  Trout ;  for  he  will  rise 
twenty  times  at  a  fly,  if  you  miss  him,  and  yet  rise  again.  He 
has  been  taken  with  a  fly  made  of  the  red  feathers  of  a  paroquet, 
a  strange  outlandish  bird  ;  and  he  will  rise  at  a  fly  not  unlike  a 
gnat,  or  a  small  moth,  or,  indeed,  at  most  flies  that  are  not  too 
big.  He  is  a  fish  that  lurks  close  all  Winter,  but  is  very  pleasant 
and  jolly  after  mid-April,  and  in  May,  and  in  the  hot  months. 
He  is  of  a  very  fine  shape,  his  flesh  is  white,  his  teeth,  those  little 
ones  that  he  has,  are  in  his  throat,  yet  he  has  so  tender  a  mouth, 
that  he  is  oftener  lost  after  an  angler  has  hooked  him  than  any 

*  Hippolito  Salviani,  an  Italian  phjrsician  of  the  sixteenth  century:  he  wrote  a 
treatise  Dt  Puciims^  cttm  eorumfiguris,  j»nd  died  at  Rome,  1572,  aged  59. — H. 

t  Pennant  notices  as  a  rarity,  a  Grayling  uken  near  Ludlow,  above  half  a  yard  lonjf, 
and  weighing  four  pounds  six  ounces.  Another  was  killed  near  Shfewsbtuy  which 
weighed  full  five  pounds. 
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other  fish.  Though  there  be  many  of  these  fishes  in  the  delicate 
river  Dove,  and  in  Trent,  and  some  other  smaller  rivers,  as  that 
which  runs  by  Salisbury,  yet  he  is  not  so  general  a  fish  as  the 
Trouc,  nor  to  me  so  good  to  eat  or  to  angle  for.*  And  so  I  shall 
take  my  leave  of  him :  and  now  come  to  some  observations  of  the 
Salmon,  and  how  to  catch  him. 

Chap.  VII.  PiSCATOR.  THE  Salmon  is  accounted  the  King  of 

The  Salmon,  fresh-water  fish  ;  and  is  ever  bred  in  rivers  relating 
to  the  sea,  yet  so  high,  or  far  from  it,  as  admits  of  no  tincture  of 
salt,  or  brackishness.  He  is  said  to  breed  or  cast  his  spawn, 
in  most  rivers,  in  the  month  of  August :  t  some  say,  that  then 
they  dig  a  hole  or  grave  in  a  safe  place  in  the  gravel,  and  there 
place  their  eggs  or  spawn,  after  the  melter  has  done  his  natural 
office,  and  then  hide  it  most  cunningly,  and  cover  it  over  with 
gravel  and  stones ;  and  then  leave  it  to  their  Creator's  protection, 
who,  by  a  gentle  heat  which  he  infuses  into  that  cold  element, 
makes  it  brood,  and  beget  life  in  the  spawn,  and  to  become 
Samlets  early  in  the  spring  next  following.  ^ 

The  Salmons  having  spent  their  appointed  time,  and  done  this 
natural  duty  in  the  fresh  waters,  they  then  haste  to  the  sea  before 
winter,  both  the  melter  and  spawner  :  but  if  they  be  stopt  by 
floodgates  or  weirs,  or  lost  in  the  fresh  waters,  then  those  so  left 
behind  by  degrees  grow  sick  and  lean,  and  unseasonable,  and 
kipper,  that  is  to  say,  have  bony  gristles  grow  out  of  their  lower 
chaps,  not  unlike  a  hawk's  beak,  which  hinders  their  feeding ; 
and,  in  time,  such  fish  so  left  behind  pine  away  and  die.  'Tis 
observed,  that  he  may  live  thus  one  year  from  the  sea ;  but  he 

VARIATION. 

*  protection,  by  whose  power  the  spawn  becomes  Samlets  the  next  spring  foUowing. 
—art  edit. 

*  Notwith'itandine  Walton's  a-tsertion,  experienced  anglers  affirm  that  although  the 
Grayling  may,  yet  he  very  rarely  does,  take  the  minnow.  He  will  take  gentles  very 
eagerly.  When  you  fish  for  him  with  a  fly,  you  can  hardly  use  one  too  small.  The 
Grayling  is  found  in  great  plenty  in  many  nvcrs  in  the  north,  particularly  the  Hmmbrr. 
And  in  the  IVye^  which  runs  through  Herefordshire  and  Monmouthshire  into  the 
Severn,  have  been  taken,  with  an  artificial  fly,  very  lan^e  ones :  as  also  great  numbers  of 
a  small,  but  excellent  fi>h,  of  the  Trout  kind,  called  a  Last-spring.  They  are  not  easily 
to  be  got  at  without  a  boat,  or  wadin|r ;  for  which  reason  those  of  that  country  use  a 
thing  uiey  call  a  Corracle,  or  truckle  :  in  some  places  it  is  called  a  coble,  from  the  Latin 
corbula,  a  little  basket;  it  is  a  basket,  shaped  like  the  half  of  a  walnut-shell,  but 
shallower  in  proportion,  and  covered  on  the  outside  with  a  horse's  hide  ;  it  has  a  benck 
in  the  middle,  and  will  just  hold  one  person,  and  is  s6  light,  th.it  the  countrymen  wiU 
hang  it  on  their  heads  like  a  hood,  and  so  travel,  with  a  small  paddle  which  serves  for 
a  stick,  till  they  come  to  a  river  ;  and  then  they  launch  it,  and  step  in.  There  is  great 
difficulty  in  getting  into  one  of  these  truckles,  for  the  instant  you  touch  it  with  your  fooc 
it  flies  from  you ;  and  when  you  are  in,  the  least  inclination  of  the  bodv  oversets  it — H. 

t  Their  usual  time  of  spawning  is  about  the  beginning  of  September,  but  it  is  said 
those  in  the  Severn  spawn  iu  May. — H. 
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then  grows  insipid  and  tasteless,  and  loses  both  his  blood  and 
strength,  and  pines  and  dies  the  second  year.  And  'tis  noted, 
that  those  little  Salmons  called  Skeggers,  which  abound  in  many 
rivers  relating  to  the  sea,  are  bred  by  such  sick  Salmons  that 
might  not  go  to  the  sea,  and  that  though  they  abound,  yet  they 
never  thrive  to  any  considerable  bigness.' 

But  if  the  old  Salmon  gets  to  the  sea,  then  that  gristle  which 
shows  him  to  be  kipper,  wears  away,  or  is  cast  off,  as  the 
eagle  is  said  to  cast  his  bill,  and  he  recovers  his  strength,  and 
comes  next  summer  to  the  same  river,  if  it  be  possible,  to  enjoy 
the  former  pleasures  that  there  possest  him ;  *  for,  as  one  has 
wittily  observed,  he  has,  like  some  persons  of  honour  and  riches 
which  have  both  their  winter  and  summer  houses,  the  fresh  rivers 
for  summer,  and  the  salt  water  for  winter,  to  spend  his  life  in  ; 
which  is  not,  as  Sir  Francis  Bacon  hath  observed  in  his  "  History 
of  Life  and  Death,"  above  ten  years.  And  it  is  to  be  observed, 
that  though  the  Salmon  does  grow  big  in  the  sea,  yet  he  grows 
not  fat  but  in  fresh  rivers ;  and  it  is  observed,  that .  the  farther 
they  get  from  the  sea,  they  be  both  the  fatter  and  better. 

Next,  I  shall  tell  you,  that  though  they  make  very  hard  shift 
to  get  out  of  the  fresh  rivers  into  the  sea,  yet  they  will  make 
harder  shift  to  get  out  of  the  salt  into  the  fresh  rivers,  to  spawn, 
or  possess  the  pleasures  that  they  have  formerly  found  in  them  : 
to  which  end,  they  will  force  themselves  through  floodgates,  oi 
over  weirs,  or  hedges,  or  stops  in  the  water,  even  to  a  height 
beyond  common  belief.     Gesner  speaks  of  such  places  as  are 

VARIATION. 

*  The  observations  on  Salmon-fishing,  as  printed  in  the ^rr/ edition*  vary  considerably 
from  those  subsequently  published.  They  commence  thus  :  "  The  Salmon  is  ever  bred 
in  the  fresh  rivers,  and  m  most  rivers  »bout  the  month  of  August,  and  never  grows  big 
but  in  the  sea  ;  and  there  to  an  incredible  bigness  in  a  very  short  time  ;  to  which  place 
thev  covet  to  swim,  by  the  instinct  of  nature  about  a  set  time  :  but  if  they  be  stopped  by 
mills,  floodgates,  or  weirs,  or  be  by  accident  lost  in  the  fresh  water,  when  the  others  go, 
which  is  usually  by  flocks  or  shoals,  then  they  thrive  not. 

"And  the  old  Salmon,  both  the  Melter  and  Spnwner,  strive  also  to  get  into  the  sea 
before  winter  :  but  being  stopped  that  course,  or  lost,  grow  sick  in  fresh  waters,  and  by 
degrees  unseasonable  and  kipper,  that  is,  to  have  a  bony  gristle  to  grow,  not  unlike  a 
hawk^t  beak,  on  one  of  his  chaps,  which  hinders  him  from  feeding,  and  then  he  pines 
i*!"!  dies. 

"  But  if  he  goes  to  sea,  then  that  gristle,"  &c.,  as  in  text. 

^*  The  migration  of  the  Salmon  and  divers  other  sorts  of  fishes  is  analogous  to  that  of 
Birds :  and  Mr  Ray  confirms  Walton's  assertion,  by  saying,  that  **  Salmon  will  yearly 
"Kcnd  up  a  river  four  or  five  hundred  miles,  only  to  cast  iheir  spawn,  and  secure  it  in 
wnks  of  sand  till  the  young  be  hatched  and  excluded  ;  and  then  return  to  sea  again." 
-rWudom  o/G^d  manifesUd  in  the  Works  of  the  Creation^  p^  130.  It  may  not  be 
l^^!T*'  ^^^^  '**  **^*  notice,  that  in  this,  and  »cver.4l  other  paits  of  the  book,  the  facu 
re  ated  by  the  author  do  most  remarkably  coincide  with  latter  discoveries  of  the  most 
wugent  and  sagacious  naturalists.— H. 
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known  to  be  above  eight  feet  high  above  water.  And  our 
Camden  mentions,  in  his  **  Britannia,"  the  like  wonder  to  be  in 
Pembrokeshire,  where  the  river  Tivy  falls  into  the  sea  ;  and  that 
the  fail  is  so  downright,  and  so  high,  that  the  people  stand  aLnd 
wonder  at  the  strength  and  sleight  by  which  they  see  the  Salmon 
use  to  get  out  of  the  sea  into  the  said  river  ;  and  the  manner  and 
height  of  the  place  is  so  notable,  that  it  is  known,  far,  by  the 
name  of  the  Salmon-leap.  Concerning  which,  take  this  also  out 
of  Michad  Drayton,*  my  honest  old  friend ;  as  he  tells  it  yoo,  in 
his"Polyolbion:''* — 

And  when  the  Salmoo  sedes  a  fresher  stream  to  find 
(Which  hither  from  the  sea  comes  yearly,  by  his  kind), 
A<  be  towards  season  grows ;  and  stems  the  wat'ry  tract 
Where  Tivr^  falling  down,  makes  an  high  cataract, 
Forc'd  by  the  rising  rocks  that  there  her  coarse  oppose. 
As  tho*  within  her  bounds  they  meant  her  to  inclose ; 
Here,  when  the  labouring  fish  does  at  the  foot  arrive. 
And  finds  that  by  his  str«igth  he  does  but  vainly  strive ; 
His  tail  takes  in  his  mouth,  and,  bending  like  a  bow 
That's  to  full  compass  drawn,  alofr  himself  doth  throw. 
Then  springing  at  his  height,  as  doth  a  little  wand 
That  bended  end  to  end,  and  started  from  man's  hand. 
Far  off  itself  doth  cast ;  so  does  the  Salmon  vault : 
And  if,  at  first,  he  fail,  his  second  summersault 
He  instantly  essays,  and,  from  his  nimble  ring 
Still  yerking,  never  leaves  until  himself  he  fliog 
Above  the  opposing  stream.    ... 

VARIATION. 

^  Concerning  which,  take  this  also  out  of  honest  Michael  Draiton.— uf  tf^i/. 

The  whole  of  the  preceding  paragraph  is  in  the  first  edition  much  condensed.  It 
runs  thus :  '  *  And  it  is  to  be  observed,  thait,  to  the  end  they  may  eet  far  from  the  sea,  either 
to  spawn  or  to  possess  the  pleasure  that  they  then  and  there  find,  they  will  force  them- 
selves over  the  tops  of  weirs  or  hedges,  or  stops  in  the  water,  by  taking  their  tdils  into  their 
mouths  and  leaping  over  those  places,  even  to  a  height  beyond  conunon  belief:  and 
sometimes  by  forcing  themselves  against  the  stream  through  sluices  and  floodgates 
beyond  common  credit." 

•  A  celebrated  poet,  who  was  bom  in  Warwickshire,  1563.  Among  his  works,  whidi 
are  very  numerous,  is  the  Polyolbiott^  a  chorographical  description  of  the  rivers,  moun- 
tains,  forests,  castles,  &c..  in  this  island.  Though  this  poem  has  great  merit,  it  is  rendered 
much  more  valuable  by  the  learned  notes  of  Mr  SeUien.  Drayton  died  in  1631,  and  lies 
buried  among  the  poets  in  Westminster  Abbey.  Bishop  Warburton,  in  the  PreJtKt  to 
his  Shaktzptare^  speaking  of  this  poem,  says  it  was  written  by  one  Drayton,  i  a  mode 
of  expression  very  common  with  great  men,  when  thev  mean  to  consign  the  memory  of 
others  to  oblivion  and  contempL  Bishop  Burnet,  speaking  of  the  negotiations  previotis 
to  the  peace  of  Utrecht,  says  in  like  manner,  that  "  one  Prior  was  employed  to  finish 
the  treaty."  But  both  those  preUtes,  in  this  their  witty  perversion  of  an  innocent  mono- 
svJIable,  were  but  imitators  of  the  Swedish  ambassador,  who  complained  to  Whitlocke^ 
that  a  treaty  had  been  sent  to  be  translated  by  one  Mr  Milton^  a  blmd  man.  Whitlocke's 
Mem.  633. — H.  An  equally  remarkable  example  of  aristocratic  superciliousness  occurs 
in  the  case  of  Doctor  Johnson.  Earl  Gower  being  asked  to  assist  in  obtaining  the  degree 
of  Master  of  Arts  for  Johnson,  from  the  University  of  Dublin,  wrote  to  a  friend  of  Dean 
Swift  on  the  subject.  After  noticing  that  Johnson  was  the  **  author  of  Londan^  a  Sat' 
ire,  attd  some  other  Poetical  pieces,  and  was  much  respected^  his  lordship  alludes  to 
him  as  "  x\C\%poorman  :  "  he  savs,  "  they  highly  extol  the  matis  learning atCdprohity;* 
and  adds  that  he  is  assured  that  nis  correspondent's  willingness  to  relieve  merit  in  distress, 
will  incline  him  to  serve  "  the  poor  manr    Boswell's  Life  of  Johnson,    The  noble  Earl 
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This  Michael  Drayton  tells  you,  of  this  leap  or  summersault  of 
the  Salmoil. 

And,  next,  I  shall  tell  you,  that  it  is  observed  by  Gesner  and 
others,  that  there  is  no  better  Salmon  than  in  England  ;  and  that 
though  some  of  our  northern  counties  have  as  fat,  and  as  large,* 
as  the  river  Thames,  yet  none  are  of  so  excellent  a  taste.* 

And  as  I  have  told  you  that  Sir  Francis  Bacon  observes,  the 
age  of  a  Salmon  exceeds  not  ten  years ;  so  let  me  next  tell  you, 
that  his  growth  is  very  sudden,  it  is  said,  that  after  he  is  got  into 
the  sea,  he  becomes,  from  a  Samlet  not  so  big  as  a  Gudgeon,  to 
be  a  Salmon,  in  as  short  a  time  as  a  gosling  becomes  to  be  a 
goose.  Much  of  this  has  been  observed,  by  tying  a  riband,  or 
some  known  tape  or  thread,  in  the  tail  of  some  young  Salmons 
which  have  been  taken  in  weirs  as  they  have  swimmed  towards 
the  salt  water ;  and  then  by  taking  a  part  of  them  again,  with  the 
known  mark,  at  the  same  place,  at  their  return  from  the  sea, 
which  is  usually  about  six  months  after ;  and  the  like  experiment 
hath  been  tried  upon  young  swallows,  who  have,  after  six  months' 
absence,  been  observed  to  return  to  the  same  chimney,  there  to 
make  their  nests  and  habitations  for  the  summer  following  ;  which 
has  inclined  many  to  think,  that  every  Salmon  usually  returns  to 
the  same  river  in  which  it  was  bred,  as  young  pigeons  taken  out 
of  the  same  dovecote  have  also  been  observed  to  do. 

And  you  are  yet  to  observe  further,  that  the  He-Salmon  is 
usually  bigger  than  the  Spawner;  and  that  he  is  more  kipper, 
and  less  able  to  endure  a  winter  in  the  fresh  water  than  the  She 
is :  yet  she  is,  at  that  time  of  looking  less  kipper  and  better,  as 
watery,  and  as  bad  meat. 

And  yet  you  are  to  observe,  that  as  there  is  no  general  rule 
without  an  exception,  so  there  are  some  few  rivers  in  this  nation 
that  have  Trouts  and  Salmon  in  season  in  winter,  as  'tis  certain 

VARIATION. 

^  And  'ti«  observed  by  Gesner,  that  there  is  none  bigger  than  in  England,  nor  none 
better  than  in  Thames. — \st  tdit. 

and  "the  poor  man**  have  both  been  long  consigned  to  their  kindred  dust;  but  the 
contrast,  with  respect  to  their  memorie^  is  more  striking  than  the  difference  in  their  situa- 
tions when  living — complete  oblivion  is  already  the  lot  of  the  one  ;  whilst  the  fame  of 
the  other  is  identified  with  the  English  Unguage,  and  will  endure  when  insignificant 
nobles  are  "  forgotten  as  foolA.  or  remembered  as  worse." 

*  The  following  appeared  in  one  of  the  London  Journals,  i8_  April  X789 :  "  The 
largest  salmon  ever  caught  was  yesterday  brought  to  London.  This  extraordinary  fish 
measured  upwards  of  four  feet,  from  the  point  of  the  nose  to  the  extremity  of  the  tail : 
and  three  feet  round  the  thickest  part  of  the  body :  its  weight  was  seventy  pounds  within 
a  few  ounces.  A  fishmonger  in  the  Minories  cut  it  up  at  one  shilling  per  pound,  and  the 
whole  was  sold  almost  immediately.''— H. 
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there  be  in  the  river  Wye  in  Monmouthshire,  where  they  be  in 
season,  as  Camden  observes,  from  September  till  April*  But, 
my  scholar,  the  observation  of  this  and  many  other  things  I  must 
in  manners  omit,  because  they  will  prove  too  large  for  our  narrow 
compass  of  time,  and  therefore  I  shall  next  £all  upon  my  direc- 
tions how  to  fish  for  this  Salmon. 

And,  for  that :  First  you  shall  observe,  that  usually  he  stays 
not  long  in  a  place,  as  Trouts  will,  but,  as  I  said,  covets  still  to 
go  nearer  the  spring-head :  t  and  that  he  does  not,  as  the  Trout 
and  many  other  fish,  lie  near  the  water-side  or  bank,  or  roots  ot 
trees,  but  swims  in  the  deep  and  broad  parts  of  the  water,  and 
usually  in  the  middle,  and  near  the  ground,  and  that  there  you  are 
to  fish  for  him,  and  that  he  is  to  be  caught,  as  the  Trout  is,  with 
a  worm,  a  minnow,  which  some  call  a  penk,  or  with  a  fly. 

And  you  are  to  observe,  that  he  is  very  seldom  observed  to 
bite  at  a  minnow,  yet  sometimes  he  will,  and  not  usually  at  a  fly, 
but  more  usually  at  a  worm,  and  then  most  usually  at  a  lob  or 
garden  worm,  which  should  be  well  scoured,  that  is  to  say,  kept 
seven  or  eight  days  in  moss  before  you  fish  with  them :  and  if 

♦  Mr  Duncombe,  speaking  of  the  Salmon,  says,  "  They  are  found  in  the  Wye  at  all 
times,  but  they  are  only  in  perfection  from  December  to  August."  The  atssertion  ol 
Doctor  Fuller  {Worthies^  p.  34).  that  "  the  Salmon  of  the  Wjre  are  in  season  all  the  year 
long,  is  altogether  groundless.  They  formerly  abounded  so  much,  that  it  was  a  commoa 
clause  in  the  indentures  of  children  apprenticed  in  Hereford,  that  they  should  not  be  com- 
pelled  to  live  on  Salmon  more  than  two  days  in  a  week."  Such  precautions  are,  how- 
ever, now  unnecessary.  "  After  a  short  continuance  in  fresh  water,"  adds  Mr  Dun-> 
combe,  "  they  tend  rapidly  to  impoverishment,  and  as  they  are  only  stationary  whea 
there  is  not  a  sufficient  stream  to  admit  of  their  proceeding,  a  moderate  swell  puts  ue  nr» 
fish  in  motion  up  the  river,  and  enaUes  the  fishermen  to  calculate  their  approach  with 
considerable  accuracy.  Tliey  are  very  rarely  found  to  proceed  against  a  curraat  of 
cold  or  very  hard  water :  when  therefore  the  Wye  is  swelled  by  snow  dissolving  in  large 

3uantities  from  the  mountains  towards  its  source,  which  occasionally  happens  as  late  as 
^pril,  or  even  May,  all  attempts  to  take  them  are  suspended  for  the  time.  They  are 
not  intercepted  by  the  fishermen  when  rettu-ning  to  the  sea.  as  it  is  known  that  the 
voyage  which  they  have  performed  has  deprived  them  of  their  principal  value :  and  ia 
this  state  they  are  denommated  old  fish.  The  spawn  deposited  in  the  river  produces  fish 
of  very  minute  size,  which  about  April  become  as  heavy  as  a  gudgeon,  but  more  taper 
and  delicate  in  their  form :  these  are  in  some  parts  termed  salmon-fry,  but  are  here 
known  by  the  name  of  last-springs  from  the  date  of  their  annual  appearance,  and  are 
readily  taken  by  the  artificial  fly.  Two  kinds  of  last-springs  are  found  in  the  Wve,  the 
one  which  is  the  larger,  and  more  common  sort,  leaves  the  river  in  the  spring  doods  : 
the  smaller  is  termed  the  gr^tvet  last-spring,  and  is  met  with,  particularly  in  shoals 
during  the  whole  summer.  The  general  opinion  is,  that  the  last-springs,  after  making 
a  voyage  to  the  sea,  return  botchers  in  the  beginning  of  the  following  summer.  Botchers 
are  taken  from  three  to  twelve  pounds  weight ;  they  are  distinguished  from  the  Salmon 
by  a  smaller  head,  more  silvery  scales,  and  by  reuining  much  of  the  delicate  appear* 
ance  of  the  last-spring.  In  the  third  year  they  become  Salmon,  and  often  wei^  from 
forty  to  fifty  pounds  each.  These  are  the  senerallyreceived  opinions  respecting  the 
progre5i<:  of  the  last-spring  to  the  botcher  and  Salmon :  but  it  must  not  be  omitted,  that 
acme  able  naturalists  of  the  present  time  contend  that  the  last-spring  and  botcher  are 
each  distinct  in  their  species  from  the  Salmon,  and  that  the  botcher  resembles  the 
suin  taken  in  the  Welsh  rivers,  or  that  it  is  even  the  same  fi^y—ColUciioHS  towards 
ike  History  and  Antiquitus  0/  Htre/ordthire,  p.  161  et  seq. 

t  The  Salmon  delights  in  large  rapid  rivers,  especially  such  aB  have  pebUy,  gravelly, 
and  sometimes  weedy  bottoms. 
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you  double  your  time  of  eight  into  sixteen,  twenty,  or  more  days, 
it  is  still  the  better ;  for  the  worms  will  still  be  clearer,  tougher, 
and  more  lively,  and  continue  so  longer  upon  your  hook.  And 
they  may  be  kept  longer  by  keeping  them  cool,  and  in  fresh  moss ; 
and  some  advise  to  put  camphire  into  it.* 

Note  also,  that  many  use  to  fish  for  a  Salmon  with  a  ring  of 
wire  on  the  top  of  their  rod,  through  which  the  line  may  run  to 
as  great  a  length  as  is  needful,  when  he  is  hooked.  And  to  that 
end,  some  use  a  wheel  about  the  middle  of  their  rod,  or  near  their 
hand,  which  is  to  be  observed  better  by  seeing  one  of  them  than 
by  a  large  demonstration  of  words. 

And  now  I  shall  tell  you  that  which  may  be  called  a  secret  I 
have  been  a-fishing  with  old  Oliver  Henly,  now  with  God,  a 
noted  fisher  both  for  Trout  and  Salmon ;  and  have  observed, 
that  he  would  usually  take  three  or  four  worms  out  of  his  bag, 
and  put  them  into  a  little  box  in  his  pocket,  where  he  would 
usually  let  them  continue  half  an  hour  or  more,  before  he  would 
bait  his  hook  with  them.  I  have  asked  him  his  reason,  and  he 
has  replied,  "  He  did  but  pick  the  best  out  to  be  in  readiness 
against  he  baited  his  hook  the  next  time  : "  but  he  has  been 
observed,  both  by  others  and  myself,  to  catch  more  fish  than  I,  or 
any  other  body  that  has  ever  gone  a-fishing  with  him,  could  do, 
and  especially  Salmons.  And  I  have  been  told  lately,  by  one  oif 
his  most  intimate  and  secret  friends,  that  the  box  in  which  he  put 
those  worms  was  anointed  with  a  drop,  or  two  or  three,  of  the  oil 
of  ivy-berries,  made  by  expression  or  infusion  ;  and  told,  that  by 
the  worms  remaining  in  that  box  an  hour,  or  a  like  time,  they  had 
incorporated  a  kind  of  smell  that  was  irresistibly  attractive,  enough 
to  force  any  fish  within  the  smell  of  them  to  bite.  This  I  heard 
not  long  since  from  a  friend,  but  have  not  tried  it ;  yet  I  'grant  it 
probable,  and  refer  my  reader  to  Sir  Francis  Bacon's  "  Natural 
History,"  where  he  proves  fishes  may  hear,  and,  doubtless,  can 
more  probably  smell  .-  and  I  am  certain  Gesner  says,  the  Otter 
can  smell  in  the  water  ;  and  I  know  not  but  that  fish  may  do  so 
too.  'Tis  left  for  a  lover  of  angling,  or  any  that  desires  to  improve 
that  art,  to  try  this  conclusion. 

*  Baits  for  Salmon  are  :  lob- worms,  for  the  ground  ;  smaller  worms  and  bob<, cad-bait. 
Md,  indeed,  most  of  the  bait*  taken  by  ihe  trout,  at  the  top  of  the  water.  Flics  should 
be  made  of  the  most  gaudy  colours,  and  very  large.  There  is  a  fly  called  the  horse-leech 
ny,  which  he  is  ver^  fond  of:  they  are  of  various  colours,  have  great  heads,  large 
bodies,  very  long  tails,  and  two  (and  some  have  three)  pairs  of  wings,  placed  behind 
«sc1i  other  :  in  imiuting  this  fly,  behind  each  pair  of  wines,  whip  the  body  about  with 

J;old  or  silver  twist,  or  both,  and  do  the  same  oy  the  head.  Fish  with  it  at  ien^tky  a« 
or  Trout  and  Grayling.  If  you  dib^  do  it  with  two  or  three  butterflies  of  different 
colours,  or  with  some  of  the  most  glaring  small  flies  you  Can  find. 
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I  shall  also  impart  two  other  experiments,  but  not  tried  l^ 
myself,  which  I  will  deliver  in  the  same  words  that  they  were 
given  me  by  an  excellent  angler  and  a  very  friend,  in  writing  :  he 
told  me  the  latter  was  too  good  to  be  told,  but  in  a  learned  lan- 
guage, lest  it  should  be  made  common. 

"  Take  the  stinking  oil  drawn  out  of  polypody  of  the  oak  by  a 
retort,  mixed  with  turpentine  and  hive-honey,  and  anoint  your 
bait  therewith,  and  it  will  doubdess  draw  the  fish  to  it."  The 
other  is  this :  "  Vulnera  hederse  grandissimae  inflicta  sadant 
balsamum  oleo  gelato,  albicantique  persimile,  odoris  verb  long^ 
suavissimi."  "  'Tis  supremely  sweet  to  any  fish,  and  yet  assa- 
foetida  may  do  the  like."  * 

But  in  these  I  have  no  great  faith ;  yet  g^rant  it  probable  ; 
and  have  had  from  some  chymical  men,  namely,  fi-om  Sir  Geoi^e 
Hastings  and  others,  an  affirmation  of  them  to  be  very  advan- 
tageous.    But  no  more  of  these;  especially  not  in  this  place. f 

I  might  here,  before  I  take  my  leave  of  the  Salmon,  tell  you 
that  there  is  more  than  one  sort  of  them,  as,  namely,  a  Tecon,  and 

•  At  the  end  of  the  Secrets  pf  Anglings  by  J.  D.,  is  the  followinjc  recipe  of  *•  R,  R.," 
who  possibly  may  be  the  "  R.  Roe  "  mentioaea  in  the  Pr^ace  to  Waitati. — 

Wouldst  thou  catch  fishf 

Then  here's  thy  wish. 

Take  (his  receipt, 

To  anoint  thy  l^t. 
Thou  that  desirest  to  fish  with  line  and  hook, 
Be  it  in  pool,  in  river,  or  in  brook. 
To  bliss  thy  bait,  and  make  the  fi«h  to  bite. 
Lo  I  here's  a  means,  if  thou  canst  hit  it  right : 
Take  gum  of  life,  well  beat  and  laid  to  soak 

In  oil  well  drawn  from  that«  which  kills  the  oak.  [«  Ivy. 

Fish  where  thou  wilt,  thou  shalt  have  sport  thy  fill ; 
When  twenty  fail,  thou  shalt  be  sure  to  kill. 

Prolatum. 
It's  perfect  and  good 

If  well  understood, 
Else  not  to  be  told 
For  silver  or  gold.  R.  R. 

The  following  recipe  for  catching  pikes  occur*  in  an  old  MS.  on  vellum,  written  about 
the  year  1550,  and  now  in  the  possession  of  Dr  Bliss  : — 

A  CRAFT  TO  TAK   PYKS,   ETC 

Tak  asafetida  of  the  fattest  an  ownce.  Stanch  gryme  di  quarter  of  an  ownce.  Game 
arabek  lik  myche,  Blak  berys  iij  or  iiij  small  broken,  The  yolk  of  an  egge  rostit  harde 
like  myche.  Then  take  iij  or  iiij  dropis  of  olium  benedictum.  To  temper  thies  togedre 
lik  p:«st.  And  rubbe  and  anonyte  the  end  of  the  lyne  that  the  hooke  ys  h<^>on. 

t  The  following  extract  of  a  letter  which  appeared  in  one  of  the  London  papers,  azst 


mixing  the  water  in  a  small  brook  with  lime,  ate  heartily  ( 
day :  they  were  seized,  at  midnight,  with  violent  pains  in  the  intestines :  and  though 
medical  assistance  was  immediately  procured,  they  expired  before  noon  in  the  greatest 
agonies." — H. 
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another  called  in  some  places  a  Samlet,  or  by  some  a  Skegger ; 
but  these,  and  others  which  I  forbear  to  name,  may  be  fish  of 
another  kind,  and  differ  as  we  know  a  Herring  and  a  Pilchard 
do,*  w^hich,  I  think,  are  as  different -as  the  rivers  in  which  they 
breed,  and  must,  by  me,  be  left  to  the  disquisitions  of  men  of 
more  leisure,  and  of  greater  abilities  than  I  profess  myself  to 
have. 

And  lastly,  I  am  to  borrow  so  much  of  your  promised  patience, 
as  to  tell  you  that  the  trout,  or  Salmon,  being  in  season,  have,  at 
their  first  taking  out  of  the  water,  which  continues  during  life,  their 
bodies  adorned,  the  one  with  such  red  spots,  and  the  other 
with  such  black  or  blackish  spots,  as  give  them  such  an  addition 
of  natural  beauty  as,  I  think,  was  never  given  to  any  woman  by 
the  artificial  paint  or  patches  in  which  they  so  much  pride  them, 
selves  in  this  age.f  And  so  I  shall  leave  them  both ;  and  pro- 
ceed to  some  observations  of  the  Pike. 

PiSCATOR.  The  mighty  Luce  or  Pike  is  taken  to  be  the 
Chap.  VIII.  On  tyrant,  X  as  the  Salmon  is  the  king,  of  the  fresh 
the  Luce  or  Pike,  waters.  *Tis  not  to  be  doubted  but  that  they 
are  bred,  some  by  generation,  and  some  not;  as,  namely,  of  a  weed 
called  pickerel- weed,  unless  learned  Gesner  be  much  mistaken,  for 
he  says  this  weed  and  other  glutinous  matter,  with  the  help  of 
the  sun's  heat,  in  some  particular  months,  and  some  ponds  apted 
for  it  by  nature,  do  become  Pikes.  But,  doubtless,  divers  Pikes 
are  bred  after  this  manner,  or  are  brought  into  some  ponds  some 
such  other  ways  as  is  past  man's  finding  out,  of  which  we  have 
,  daily  testimonies.* 

VARIATIOK. 

^  It  is  not  to  be  doubted  but  that  the  Luce,  or  Pickrell,  or  Pike,  breeds  by  spawning : 
luid  yet  Gesner  says  that  some  of  them  breed  where  none  ever  was,  out  of  a  weed 

*  There  is  a  fish,  in  many  rivers,  of  the  Salmon  kind,  which  though  very  small,  is 
thought  by  some  curious  persons  to  be  of  the  sume  species  ;  and  this,  I  take  it,  is  the 
fish  known  by  the  diflferent  names  of  Salmon-Pink,  Shedders,  Skeegers,  Last-springs 
amd  Gravel  I^t^spriogs.  But  there  is  another  small  fish  very  much  resembling  these 
in  shape  and  colour,  odied  the  Gravel  Last-spring,  fotuid  only  in  the  river  Wye,  and 
Severn  ;  which  is,  undoubtedly,  a  distinct  species  :  These  spavm  about  the  b^einnine 
of  September :  and  in  the  Wye  I  have  taken  them  with  an  ant-fly  as  fast  as  I  could 
thtt>w.     Perhaps  this  is  what  Walton  calls  the  Tecon.— H. 

t  This  passage  occurs  in  theyfr*/  edition.  Several  allusions  to  the  fashion  of  women 
Wearing  patches  occurs  in  Pcpys*  Diary.  "  August  30,  1660.  This  is  the  first  day  that 
eyer  I  saw  my  wife  wear  black  patchtt  since  we  were  married."  "  October  ao,  1660.^  I 
dined  with  my  Lord  and  Lady  [Sandwich],  he  was  very  merry  and^  did  talk  very  high 
how  he  would  have  a  French  cook,  and  a  master  of  his  horse,  and  his  lady  and  child  to 
Wear  bla4:k  patches,*^  **  4  Nov.  My  wife  seemed  very  pretty  to-day,  it  being  the  first 
time  I  had  eiven  her  leave  to  wear  a  black  patch**  Speaking  of  the  Queen,  he  says, 
*' But  my  wife  standing  near  her  with  two  or  three  black  patches  on  and  well  dressed, 
did  *eem  to  me  much  handsomer  than  she." 

X  Pupc  also  cails  Pikes 

*•  The  tyrants  of  the  wat'ry  plains." 

Z 
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Sir  Francis  Bacon,  in  his  History  of  Life  and  Death,  obsors 
the  Pike  to  be  the  longest  lived  of  any  fresh-water  fish ;  and  ^ 
he  computes  it  to  be  not  usually  above  forty  years  ;  and  otb© 
think  it  to  be  not  above  ten  years  :  and  yet  Gesner  mentioes  a 
Pike  taken  in  Swedeland,  in  the  year  1449,  with  a  ring  abs: 
his  neck,  declaring  he  was  put  into  that  pond  by  Frederick  tk 
Second,  more  than  two  hundred  years  before  he  was  last  tako, 
as  by  die  inscription  in  that  ring,  being  Greek,  was  intcrpretei 
by  Uie  then  Bishop  of  Worms.*  But  of  this  no  more;  ^ 
that  it  is  observed,  that  the  old  or  very  great  Pikes  haTC  2 
them  more  of  state  than  goodness  ;  the  smaller  or  zniddle-sisii 
Pikes  being,  by  the  most  and  choicest  palates,  observed  to 
be  the  best  meat :  and,  contrary,  the  Eel  is  observed  to  be  the 
better  for  age  and  bigness. 

All  Pikes  that  live  long  prove  chargeable  to  their  kecpcs, 
because  their  life  is  maintained  by  the  death  of  so  many  other 
fish,  even  those  of  their  own  kind ;  which  has  made  him  by  soiss 
writers  to  be  called  the  tyrant  of  the  rivers,  or  the  fresh-waiff 
wolf,  by  reason  of  his  bold,  greedy,  devouring  disposidon ;  wfa^ 
b  so  keen,  as  Gesner  relates,  A  man  going  to  a  pond,  where  it 
seems  a  Pike  had  devoured  all  the  fish,  to  water  his  mule,  h*! 
a  Pike  bit  his  mule  by  the  lips ;  to  which  the  Pike  hung  so  fast, 
that  the  mule  drew  him  out  of  the  water ;  and  by  that  accident, 
the  owner  of  the  mule  angled  out  the  Pike.  And  the  same  Gesner 
observes,  that  a  maid  in  Poland  had  a  Pike  bit  her  by  the  foot,  as 
she  was  washing  iJothes  in  a  pond.  And  I  have  heard  the  ^ 
of  a  woman  in  Killingworth  pond,  not  far  from  Coventry.  But  I 
have  been  assured  by  my  friend  Mr  Segrave,  of  whom  I  spake  to 
you  formerly,  that  keeps  tame  Otters,  that  he  hath  known  a  ?'t^^ 
in  extreme  hunger,  fight  with  one  of  his  Otters  for  a  Carp  that 
the  Otter  had  caught,  and  was  then  bringing  out  of  the  water.  I 
have  told  you  wjio  relate  these  things ;  and  tell  you  they  ^ 

called  Pickrell-weed,  asd  other  glutinous  matter,  which,  with  the  help  of  the  sun's  lie*; 
proves,  in  some  particular  ponds,  apted  by  nature  for  it,  to  become  Pikes. — isttdiL 

•  Walton  probably  quoted  from  memory.  The  story  is  in  his  favourite  writer,  Ha*^ 
will,  who  in  his  "  Apologie  of  the  power  and  providence  of  God,"  fol,  Oxf,  x6^  j-  *' 
p.  145,  says,  "  I  will  close  up  this  Chapter  witn  a  relation  of  Gcsner's.  in  his  EP***,.t 
the  Emperor  Ferdinand,  prefixed  before  his  booke  De  Piscibust  touching  the  IfJ^K  IJ 
of  a  Pike,  which  was  cast  into  a  pond  or  pooIe  neare  Hailebrune  in  Swcvia*  with  t^ 
inscription  ingraven  upon  a  collar  of  brasse  fastened  about  his  nedce.  £g9  sittn  titf^ 
piscis  huic  siagno  omnium  primus  impositus  per  mundi  rectoris  FretUrici  •^*[*^ 
manutt  5  Octobris.  anno  12^0.  I  am  that  fish  which  was  first  of  all  cast  into  this  jkx* 
by  the  hand  of  Fredericke  the  Second,  governour  of  the  world,  the  fift  of  October,  m^ 
veare  1330.  He  wras  againe  taken  up  in  the  yeare  1497,  and  by  the  inscription  it  app^'^ 
tK  had  then  lived  there  967  yearcs. ' — £. 
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persons  of  credit ;  and  shall  conclude  this  observation,  by  telling 
you,  what  a  wise  man  has  observed,  **  It  is  a  hard  thing  to  persuade 
the  belly,  because  it  has  no  ears."  ♦ 

But  if  these  relations  be  disbelieved,  it  is  too  evident  to  be 
doubted,  that  a  Pike  will  devour  a  fish  of  his  own  kind  that  shall 
be  bigger  than  his  belly  or  throat  will  receive,  and  swallow  a  part 
of  him,  and  let  the  other  part  remain  in  his  mouth  till  the 
swallowed  part  be  digested,  and  then  swallow  that  other  part  that 
was  in  his  mouth,  and  so  put  it  over  by  degrees ;  which  is  pot 
unlike  the  Ox,  and  some  other  beasts  taking  their  meat,  not  out 
of  their  mouth  inmiediately  into  their  belly,  but  first  into  some  place 
betwixt,  and  then  chew  it,  or  digest  it  by  degrees  after,  which  is 
called  chewing  the  cud.  And,  doubtless.  Pikes  will  bite  when  they 
are  not  hungry  ;  but,  as  some  think,  even  for  very  anger,  when  a 
tempting  bait  comes  near  to  them. 

And  it  is  observed,  that  the  Pike  will  eat  venomous  things,  as 
some  kind  of  frogs  are,  and  yet  live  without  being  harmed  by  them ; 
for,  as  some  say,  he  has  in  him  a  natural  balsam,  or  antidote 
against  all  poison.  And  he  has  a  strange  heat,  that  though 
it  appear  to  us  to  be  cold,  can  yet  digest  or  put  over  any  fish-flesh, 
by  degrees,  without  being  sick.  And  others  observe,  that  he 
never  eats  the  venomous  frog  till  he  have  first  killed  her,  and  then 
as  ducks  are  observed  to  do  to  frogs  in  spawning-time,  at  which 

*  Bowlker,  in  his  Art  of  Angling  before  cited,  pa^;^  9,  gives  the  following  instance 
of  the  exceeding  voracity  df  thb  fish  :  "  My  father  catched  a  Pike  in  Bam-Meer  (a  large 
ttanding-water  in  Chewire),  was  an  ell  long,  and  weighed  thirtjr-five  pounds,  which  he 
brought  to  the  Lord  Cholmondeley ;  his  lordship  ordered  it  to  ^  turned  into  a  canal  in 
the  garden,  wherein  were  abundance  of  several  sorts  of  fish.  About  twelve  months 
after,  his  lordship  draw'd  the  canal,  and  found  that  this  overgrown  Pike  had  devoured 
all  the  fish,  except  one  large  Carp,  that  weighed  between  nine  and  ten  pounds,  and  that 
was  bitten  in  several  places.  The  Pike  was  then  put  into  the  canal  again,  together  with 
i^bundance  of  fish  with  him  to  feed  upon,  all  which  he  devoured  in  less  than  a  year's 
time ;  and  was  observed  by  the  sardener  and  workmen  there,  to  take  the  ducks,  and 
other  water-fowl,  under  water.  Whereupon  they  shot  magpies  and  crows,  and  threw 
them  uto  the  canal,  which  the  Pike  took  before  their  eyes :  of  this  they  acouainted  their 
lord :  who,  thereupon,  ordered  the  slaughterman  to  fling  in  calves-bellies,  cnickens-i^iits, 
and  suchhke  sarbage  to  him,  to  prey  upon :  but  being  soon  after  neglected,  he  died, 
as  supposed,  tor  want  of  food." 

The  following  relation  was  inserted  as  an  article  of  news  in  one  of  the  London  papers, 
«i  Jan.  1755:— 

Extract  of  a  Letttrfrom  LittUport^  Dec.  17. 

"  About  ten  davs  ago.  a  large  Pike  was  caught  in  the  river  Ouse,  which  weighed  up- 
wards of  28  pounds,  and  was  sold  to  a  gentleman  in  the  neighbourhood  for  a  guinea.  As 
the  cook-maid  was  gutting  the  fish,  she  found,  to  her  great  astonishment,  a  watch  with  a 
Nack  ribbon  and  two  steel  seals  annexed,  in  the  body  of  the  Pike ;  the  gentleman's  butler. 


th»  place  and  South- Ferry.    The  watch  is  still  in  the  powsession  of  Mr  John  Roberts, 
at  the  Cross-Keys  in  Littleport,  for  the  inspection  of  the  public" 

In  Dr  Pk>t's  History  of  Staffordshire^  246,  are  sundry  relations  of  Pike  of  great 
nagmtude ;  one  in  particular,  caught  in  the  Thame,  an  eli  and  two  inches  long. 
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time  some  frogs  are  observed  to  be  venomous,  so  thoroughly- 
washed  her,  by  tumbling  her  up  and  down  in  the  water,  that  he 
may  devour  her  without  danger.  And  Gesner  affirms,  that  a 
Polonian  gentleman  did  faithfully  assure  him,  he  had  seen  two 
young  geese  at  one  time  in  the  belly  of  a  Pike/  And  doubtless  a 
Pike  in  his  height  of  hunger  vdll  bite  at  and  devour  a  dog  that 
swims  in  a  pond ;  and  there  have  been  examples  of  it,  or  the 
like ;  for  as  I  told  you,  "  The  belly  has  no  ears  when  hunger 
comes  upon  it" 

The  Pike  is  also  observed  to  be  a  solitary,  melancholy,  and  a 
bold  fish  :  melancholy,  because  he  always  swims  or  rests  him- 
self alone,  and  never  swims  in  shoals  or  with  company,  as  Roach 
and  Dace,  and  most  other  fish  do  ;  and  bold,  because  he  fears  not 
a  shadow,  or  to  see  or  be  seen  of  anybody,  as  the  Trout  and  Chub, 
and  all  other  fish  do. 

And  it  is  observed  by  Gesner,  that  the  jawbones,  and  hearts, 
and  galls  of  Pikes,  are  very  medicinable  for  several  diseases,  or 
to  stop  blood,  to  abate  fevers,  to  cure  agues,  to  oppose  or  expel 
the  infection  of  the  plague,  and  to  be  many  ways  medicinable  and 
useful  for  the  good  of  mankind  :  but  he  observes,  that  the  biting 
of  a  Pike  is  venomous,  and  hard  to  be  cured. 

And  it  is  observed,  that  the  Pike  is  a  fish  that  breeds  but  once 
a  year  ;  and  that  other  fish,  as,  namely,  Loaches,  do  breed  oftener  : 
as  we  are  certain  tame  Pigeons  do  almost  every  month  ;  and  yel 
the  Hawk,  a  bird  of  prey,  as  the  Pike  is  a  fish,  breeds  but  once 
in  twelve  months.  And  you  are  to  note,  that  his  time  of  breeding, 
or  spawning,  is  usually  about  the  end  of  February,  or,  somewhat 
later,  in  March,  as  the  weather  proves  colder  or  warmer :  and  to 
"bote,  that  his  manner  of  breeding  is  thus :  a  he  and  a  she  Pike 
will  usually  go  together  out  of  a  river  into  some  ditch  or  creek ; 
and  that  there  the  spawner  casts  her  eggs,  and  the  melter  hovers 
over  her  all  that  time  that  she  is  casting  her  spawn,  but  touches 
her  not* 

VARIATION. 

7  Herei  in  iS\t  first  edition,  follows  this  passage :  "  And^e  observes  that  ia  Spain 
there  are  no  Pikes,  and  that  the  big^st  are  in  the  Lake  Thracimane  in  Italy,  and  the 
next,  if  not  equal  to  them,  are  the  Pikes  of  England." 

•  Very  late  discoveries  of  naturalists  contradict  thl^  hypothesis  concerning  the  genera- 
tion of  nshe%  and  prove  that  they  are  produced  by  the  conjunction  of  the  male  and 
female,  as  other  animals  are.  See  the  Phihs^phical  Tratuaction*^  vol.  xlviiL  part  ii.  fcMr 
the  year  1754,  page  870. — H. 

**The  ingendrin^  and  breeding  of  the  like  fish  as  aforesaid,  T  have  noted  to  be  in  this 
manner,  sometime  in  May,  and  sometime  in  June,  as  the  season  happeneth  to  fall  out 
apt  for  generation,  the  water  by  God's  providence  having  then  a  natural  warmth  to  i>cr- 
furme  the  same,  the  male  fish  by  course  of  nature,  will  chase  about  the  female,  seeking 
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I  might  say  more  of  this,  but  it  might  be  thought  curiosity  or 
"worse,  and  shall  therefore  forbear  it ;  and  take  up  so  much  of 
your  attention  as  to  tell  you  that  the  best  of  Pikes  are  noted  to  be 
ii\  rivers  ;  next,  those  in  great  ponds  or  meres  ;  and  the  worst,  in 
small  ponds. 

But  before  I  proceed  further,  I  am  to  tell  you,  that  there  is  a 
great  antipathy  betwixt  the  Pike  and  some  frogs  :  and  this  may 
appear  to  the  reader  of  Dubravius,  a  bishop  in  Bohemia,*  who, 
in  his  book  "  Of  Fish  and  Fish-ponds,"  relates  what  he  says  he 
saw  with  his  own  eyes,  and  could  not  forbear  to  tell  the  reader. 
Which  was : — 

"  As  he  and  the  Bishop  Thurzo  were  walking  by  a  large  pond 
in  Bohemia,  they  saw  a  frog,  when  the  Pike  lay  very  sleepily  and 
quiet  by  the  shore-side,  leap  upon  his  head ;  and  the  frog  having 
expressed  malice  or  anger  by  his  swoln  cheeks  and  staring  eyes, 
did  stretch  out  his  legs  and  embrace  the  Pike's  head,  anS  presently 
reached  them  to  his  eyes,  tearing  with  them  and  his  teeth,  those 
tender  parts  :  the  Pike,  moved  with  anguish,  moves  up  and  down 
the  water,  and  rubs  himself  against  weeds,  and  whatever  he 
thought  might  quit  him  of  his  enemy;  but  all  in  vain,  for  the  frog 
did  continue  to  ride  triumphantly,  and  to  bite  and  torment  the 
Pike  till  his  strength  failed ;  and  then  the  frog  sunk  with  the  Pike 

copalation  :  and  as  in  all  other  creatures,  so  in  this  the  female  seemeth  to  shun  and  flie 
from  the  male,  so  that  you  sh;iU  see  three,  foure,  or  five  male  fish  chase  one  female,  and 
so  hold  her  in  on  every  side,  that  they  will  force  her  to  swimme  through  weedes,  grasse* 
rushes,  straw,  or  any  suchlike  thing  that  is  in  the  pond,  wherein  she  being  entangled 
ajid  wearied  with  their  chasing,  they  find  opportunitie  to  joyne  in  copulation  with  her, 
mingling  their  milt  with  her  spawne,  sometime  one  of  them,  sometime  another,  at  which 
time  the  spawne  falleth  from  her  like  little  eg^es,  and  sdcketh  fast  to  the  sayd  weedes : 
some  eight,  nine,  or  ten  dayes  after  which  time  it  quickneth,  taketb  life,  and  hath  the 
proportion  of  a  fish  :  yea  two  or  three  days  before  it  quicken,  if  you  take  such  an  ezge 
and  breake  it  uppon  your  naile,  you  shall  perceive' the  proportion  of  a  fish  therein.  After 
it  is  auicke  it  mooveth  very  little  for  some  fortnight  or  tnree  weeks,  and  then  it  gathereth 
together  into  scuHes  by  the  shore-side,  where  the  water  is  shallow  :  howbeit  the  Tench 
frie  will  lie  scattering  in  the  weedes,  and  not  flote  in  seniles." — Tavemer,  Certaint 
Experiments  concerning  Fish,  1600,  4to,  p.  18. 

*  Janus  Dubravius  S<^la,  Bishop  of  Olmutz  in  Moravia  in  the  sixteenth  century,  was 
bom  at  Pilsen  in  Bohemia.  The  duties  of  the  bishopric  did  not  hinder  him  from  being 
an  ambassador  into  Sicily,  then  into  Bohemia,  and  President  of  the  chamber  established 
to  proceed  against  the  rebels  who  had  borne  a  part  in  the  troubles  of  Smalcald.  Besides 
the  above  book  (the  Latin  title  whereof  is,  De  PisciniSy  ^  Piscinm  qui  in  eis  aluntur 
ftaturu)^  he  appears,  by  the  Bodleian  Catalogue,  to  have  written,  in  Latin,  a  History  0/ 
Bohemta:  and  an  oration  to  Sigismund  King  of  Poland,  exhorting  him  to  make  war  on 
the  Turks.  He  seems  to  have  practised  the  ordering  of  fish-ponds  and  the  breeding  of 
fish,  both  for  delight  and  profit.    Hoffman,  who  in  his  Lexicon  has  given  his  name  a 

Elace,  says,  he  died  with  the  reputation  of  a  pious  and  learned  prelate,  in  1^53 ;  which 
ist  parucular  may  admit  of  <iuestion,  for,  if  it  be  true,  it  makes  all  his  writings  post- 
humous publications,  the  earliest  whereof  bears  date  anno  1559. 

His  book  On  Fish  and  Fish-ponds,  in  which  are  many  pleasant  relations,  was  in  1599 
translated  into  English,  and  published  in  ^to  by  George  Churchey,  Fellow  of  Lion's  Inn. 
with  the  title  of  ^  new  Bock  of  good  Husbandry ^  very  pleasant  and  of  great  pro/it,  both, 
/or  gentUnun  ctnd  yeomen^  containing  tke  order  and  tnanner  qf  making  offUk-pondtt 
d»c— H. 
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to  the  bottom  of  the  water  :  then  presently  the  frc^  appeared 
again  at  the  top,  and  croaked,  and  seemed  to  rejoice  like  a  ccm- 
queror,  after  which  he  presently  retired  to  his  secret  hole.  The 
bishop,  that  had  beheld  the  battle,  called  his  fisherman  to  fetch 
his  nets,  and  by  all  means  to  get  the  Pike  that  they  might  declare 
what  had  happened :  and  the  Pike  was  drawn  forth,  and  both  his 
eyes  eaten  out ;  at  which  when  they  began  to  wonder,  the  fisher- 
man wished  them  to  forbear,  and  assured  them  he  was  certain 
that  Pikes  were  often  so  served."  * 

I  told  this,  which  is  to  be  read  in  the  sixth  chapter  of  the  f 
book  of  Dubravius,  unto  a  friend,  who  replied,  "  It  was  as  im- 
probable as  to  have  the  mouse  scratch  out  the  cat's  eyes."  Bat 
he  did  not  consider,  that  there  be  Fishing-frogs,  which  the 
Dalmatians  call  the  Water-devil,  of  which  I  might  tell  you  as 
wonderful  a  story :  but  I  shall  tell  you  that  'tis  not  to  be  doubted 
but  that  there  be  some  frogs  so  fearful  of  the  water-snake,  that 
when  they  swim  in  a  place  in  which  they  fear  to  meet  with  him, 
they  then  get  a  reed  across  into  their  mouths  ;  which,  if  they  two 
meet  by  accident,  secures  the  frog  from  the  strength  and  malice 
of  the  snake ;  and  note,  that  the  frog  usually  swims  the  fastest  erf 
the  two.® 

And  let  me  tell  you,  that  as  there  be  water  and  land  frogs,  so 
there  be  land  and  water  snakes.  Concerning  which  take  this 
observation,  that  the  land-snake  breeds  and  hatches  her  ^gs, 
which  become  young  snakes,  in  some  old  dunghill,  or  a  like  hot 
place :  but  the  water-snake,  which  is  not  venomous,  and  as  I 
have  been  assured  by  a  great  observer  of  such  secrets,  does  not 

VARIATION. 

8^  which  secures  him  If  they  two  meet  by  accident,  for  you  are  to  note,  that  the  fro^ 
swiniH  the  faster. — a</  edit. 

*  Mr  Pennant,  in  his  Zoology,  4to,  Lond.  1776,  voL  iv.  p.  10,  has  the  followiiig  re- 
mark on  this  passage  of  the  Complete  Angler  : — 

'•  As  frogs  adhere  closely  to  the  backs  of  their  own  species,  so  we  know  they  will  00 
the  same  by  fish  :  Walton  mentions  a  strange  story  of  their  destroying  pike  ;  Imt  that 
they  will  injure,  if  not  entirely  kill  carp,  is  a  fact  indisputable  from  the  following  rela- 
tion :  A  very  few  years  ago,  on  fishing  a  pond  belonging  to  Mr  Pitt,  of  Eocombe, 
Dorsetshire,  great  numbers  of  the  carp  were  found  each  with  a  frog  mounted  on  it*  ^ 
hind  legs  clinging  to  the  back,  the  fore  legs  fixed  in  the  comer  of  each  eye  of  the  fi^ 
which  were  thm  and  greatly  wasted,  teased  by  carrying  so  disagreeable  a  load.  I'he^ 
frogs  we  imagine  to  have  been  males  disappointed  of  a  mate."— -E. 

"  In  the  moneth  of  March,  at  which  time  Todes  doe  ingender,  the  Tode  will  man? 
times  covet  to  fasten  himselfe  uppon  the  head  of  the  Carpe,  and  will  thereby  invcnim* 
the  Carpe,  in  such  sort  that  the  Carpe  will  swell  as  great  as  he  may  hold,  so  that  his 
scales  will  stand  as  it  were  on  edge,  and  his  eyes  stand  out  of  his  head  neare  h»If«  *." 
inch,  in  very  ugly  sort:  and  in  the  end  will  for  the  most  part  die  thereof:  and  it  >$ 
very  dangerous  for  any  person  to  eate  of  any  such  Carpe  so  invenimed." — Taveroers 
Experiments  on  Fish^  &c  4to,  x6oo,  p.  2^. 

t  Walton  should  have  said  of  the^rr/  book ;  for  there  it  is  to  be  found.— H. 
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hatch,  but  breed  her  young  alive,  which  she  does  not  then  for^ 
sake,  but  bides  with  them,  and  in  case  of  danger  will  take  them 
all  into  her  mouth  and  swim  away  from  any  apprehended  danger, 
and  then  let  them  out  again  when  she  thinks  all  danger  to  be 
past:  these  be  accidents  that  we  Anglers  sometimes  see,  and 
often  talk  of. 

But  whither  am  I  going  ?  I  had  almost  lost  myself,  by  remember- 
ing the  discourse  of  Dubravius.  I  will  therefore  stop  here  ;  and 
tell  you,  according  to  my  promise,  how  to  catch  this  Pike. 

His  feeding  is  usually  of  fish  or  frogs ;  and  sometimes  a  weed 
of  his  own,  called  pickerel-weed,  of  which  I  told  you  some  think 
Pikes  are  bred ;  for  they  have  observed,  that  where  none  have 
been  put  into  ponds,  yet  they  have  there  found  many ;  and  that 
there  has  been  plenty  of  that  weed  in  those  ponds,  and  that  that 
weed  both  breeds  and  feeds  them  :  but  whither  those  Pikes,  so 
bred,  will  ever  breed  by  generation  as  the  others  do,  I  shall  leave 
to  the  disquisitions  of  men  of  more  curiosity  and  leisure  than  I 
profess  myself  to  have  :  and  shall  proceed  to  tell  you,  that  you 
may  fish  for  a  Pike,  either  with  a  ledger  or  a  walking  bait ;  and 
you  are  to  note,  that  I  call  that  a  Ledger-bait,  which  is  fixed  or 
made  to  rest  in  one  certain  place  when  you  shall  be  absent  firom 
it ;  and  I  call  that  a  Walking-bait,  which  you  take  with  you,  and 
have  ever  in  motion.  Concerning  which  two,  I  «hall  give  you 
this  direction ;  that  your  ledger-bait  is  best  to  be  a  living  bait 
(though  a  dead  one  may  catch),  whether  it  be  a  fish  or  a  frog : 
and  that  you  may  make  them  live  the  longer,  you  may,  or  indeed 
you  must,  take  this  course  : — 

First,  fqr  your  live-bait.  Of  fish,  a  roach  or  dace  is,  I  think, 
best  and  most  tempting ;  and  a  perch  is  the  longest  lived  on  a 
hook,  and  having  cut  off  his  fin  on  his  back,  which  may  be  done 
without  hurting  him,  you  must  take  your  knife,  which  cannot  be 
too  sharp,  and  betwixt  the  head  and  the  fin  on  the  back,  cut  or 
make  an  incision,  or  such  a  scar,  as  you  may  put  the  arming-wire 
of  your  hook  into  it,  with  as  little  bruising  or  hurting  the  fish  as 
art  and  diligence  will  enable  you  to  do ;  and  so  carrying  your 
arming-wire  along  his  back,  unto  or  near  the  tail  of  your  fish, 
,  betwixt  the  skin  and  the  body  of  it,  draw  out  that  wire  or  arming 
of  your  hook  at  another  scar  near  to  his  tail :  then  tie  him  about 
it  with  thread,  but  no  harder  than  of  necessity,  to  prevent  hurting 
the  fish ;  and  the  better  to  avoid  hurting  the  fish,  some  have  a 
kind  of  probe  to  open  the  way  for  the  more  easy  entrance  and 
passage  of  your  wire  or  arming  :  but  as  for  these,  time  and  a 
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little  experience  will  teach  you  better  than  I  can  by  words. 
Therefore  I  will  for  the  present  say  no  more  of  this ;  but  come 
next  to  give  you  some  directions  how  to  bait  your  hook  with  a 
frog. 

Venator.  But,  good  master,  did  you  not  say  even  now,  that 
some  frogs  were  venemous ;  and  is  it  not  dangerous  to  touch 
them? 

PiSCATOR.  Yes,  but  I  will  give  you  some  rules  or  cautions 
concerning  them.  And  first  you  are  to  note,  that  there  are  two 
kinds  of  frogs,  that  is  to  say,  if  I  may  so  express  myself,  a  flesh 
and  a  fish  frog.  By  flesh-frogs,  I  mean  frogs  that  breed  and  live 
on  the  land ;  and  of  these  there  be  several  sorts  also,  and  of 
several  colours,  some  being  speckled,  some  greenish,  some  black- 
ish, or  brown  :  the  green  frog,  which  is  a  small  one,  is,  by  Topsel, 
taken  to  be  venemous ;  and  so  is  the  paddock,  or  frog-paddock, 
which  usually  keeps  or  breeds  on  the  land,  and  is  very  large  and 
bony,  and  big,  especially  the  she-froe  of  that  kind :  yet  these  will 
sometimes  come  into  the  water,  but  it  is  not  often :  and  the  land- 
frogs  are  some  of  them  observed  by  him,  to  breed  by  laying  eggs ; 
and  others  to  breed  of  the  slime  and  dust  of  the  earth,  and  that 
in  winter  they  turn  to  slime  again,  and  that  the  next  summer  that 
very  slime  returns  to  be  a  living  creature  ;  this  is  the  opinion  of 
Pliny.*  And  Cardanust  undertakes  to  give  a  reason  for  the 
raining  of  frogs  :  \  but  if  it  were  in  my  j)ower,  it  should  rain  none 
but  water-frogs ;  for  those*  I  think  are  not  venemous,  especially 
the  right  water-frog,  which,  about  February  or  March,  breeds  in 
ditches,  by  slime,  and  blackish  eggs  in  that  slime  :  about  which 
time  of  breeding,  the  he  and  she  frogs  are  observed  to  use  divers 
sununersaults,  and  to  croak  and  make  a  noise,  which  the  land- 
frog,  or  paddock-frog,  never  does. 

Now  of  these  water-frogs,  if  you  intend  to  fish  with  a  frog  for  a 
Pike,  you  are  to  choose  the  yellowest  that  you  can  get,  for  that 
the  Pike  ever  likes  best.  And  thus  use  your  frog,  that  he  may 
continue  long  alive  : —  » 

Put  your  hook  into  his  mouth,  which  you  may  easily  do  firom 

♦  In  his  xgth  book,  De  Suhiil  ex. 

t  Hieronymus  Cardanus,  an  Italian  physician,  naturalist,  and  astrologer,  well  knove 
by  the  many  works  he  has  published :  he  died  at  Rome.  1576.  It  is  said  that  he  had  fore- 
told the  day  of  his  death  :  and  that,  when  it  approached,  he  suffered  himself  to  die  of 
hunger,  to  preserve  his  reputation.  He  had  been  in  England,  and  wrote  a  character  d 
our  Edward  VI.— H. 

X  There  are  many  well-attested  accounts  of  the  raining  of  frogs  ;  but  Mr  Ray  rejects 
them  as  utterly  felse  and  ridiculous  ;  and  demonstrates  the  impossibility  of  their  produc- 
tion in  any  such  manner.  Wisdom  of  God  in  tht  Creation^  310.  See  also  Derbam'ii 
Phyt.  TktoL  844,  and  Pennant's  Zoology,  410,  Lond.  1776,  voL  iv.  p.  xo.— H. 
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the  middle  of  April  till  August ;  and  then  the  frog's  mouth  grows 
up,  and  he  continues  so  for  at  least  six  months  without  eating, 
but  is  sustained,  none  but  He  whose  name  is  Wonderful  knows 
how  :  I  say,  put  your  hook,  I  mean  the  arming-wire,  through  his 
mouth,  and  out  at  his  gills ;  and  then  with  a  fine  needle  and  silk 
sew  the  upper  part  of  his  leg,  with  only  one  stitch,  to  the  arming- 
wire  of  your  hook ;  or  tie  the  frog's  leg,  above  the  upper  joint,  to 
the  armed-wire ;  and,  in  so  doing,  use  him  as  though  you  loved 
him,  that  is,  harm  him  as  little  as  you  may  possibly,  that  he  may 
live  the  longer. 

And  now,  having  given  you  this  direction  for  the  baiting  your 
ledger-hook  with  a  live  fish  or  frog,  my  next  must  be  to  tell  you, 
how  your  hook  thus  baited  must  or  may  be  used ;  and  it  is  thus  : 
having  fastened  your  hook  to  a  line,  which  if  it  be  not  fourteen 
yards  long  should  not  be  less  than  twelve,  you  are  to  fasten  that 
line  to  any  bough  near  to  a  hole  where  a  Pike  is,  or  is  likely  to 
lie,  or  to  have  a  haunt ;  and  then  wind  your  line  on  any  forked 
stick,  all  your  line,  except  half  a  yard  of  it  or  rather  more ;  and 
split  that  forked  stick,  with  such  a  nick  or  notch  at  one  end  of  it 
as  may  keep  the  line  from  any  more  of  it  ravelling  from  about 
the  stick  than  so  much  of  it  as  you  intend.  And  choose  your 
forked  stick  to  be  of  that  bigness  as  may  keep  the  fish  or  frog 
from  pulling  the  forked  stick  under  the  water  till  the  Pike  bites  ; 
and  then  the  Pike  having  pulled  the  line  forth  of  the  cleft  or  nick 
of  that  stick  in  which  it  was  gently  fastened,  he  will  have  line 
enough  to  go  to  his  hold  and  pouch  the  bait.  And  if  you  would 
have  this  ledger-bait  to  keep  at  a  fixt  place  undisturbed  by  wind 
or  other  accidents  which  may  drive  it  to  the  shore-side,  for  you 
are  to  note,  that  it  is  likeliest  to  catch  a  Pike  in  the  midst  of  the 
water,  then  hang  a  small  plummet  of  lead,  a  stone,  or  piece  of 
tile,  or  a  turf,  in  a  string,  and  cast  it  into  the  water  with  the 
forked  stick  to  hang  upon  the  ground,  to  be  a  kind  of  anchor  to 
keep  the  forked  stick  from  moving  out  of  your  intended  place  till 
the  Pike  come :  this  I  take  to  be  a  very  good  way  to  use  so  many 
ledger-baits  as  you  intend  to  make  trial  of. 

Or  if  you  bait  your  hooks  thus  with  live  fish  or  frogs,  and  in  a 
windy  day,  fasten  them  thus  to  a  bough  or  bundle  of  straw,  and 
by  the  help  of  that  wind  can  get  them  to  move  across  a  pond  or 
mere,  you  are  like  to  stand  still  on  the  shore  and  see  sport  pres- 
ently, if  there  be  any  store  of  Pikes.  Or  these  live  baits  may 
make  sport,  being  tied  about  the  body  or  wings  of  a  goose  or  duck. 
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and  she  chased  over  a  pond.*  And  the  like  may  be  done  with 
turning  three  or  four  live  baits,  thus  fastened  to  bladders,  or  boughs, 
or  bottles  of  hay  or  flags,  to  swim  down  a  river,  whilst  you  walk 
quietly  alone  on  the  shore,  and  are  still  in  expectation  of  sport. 
The  rest  must  be  taught  you  by  practice ;  for  time  will  not  allow 
me  to  say  more  of  this  kind  of  fishing  with  live  baits. 

And  for  your  dead  bait  for  a  Pike  :  for  that  you  may  be  taught 
by  one  day's  going  a-fishing  with  me,  or  any  other  body  that  fishes 
for  him ;  for  the  baiting  your  hook  with  a  dead  gudgeon  or  a 
roach,  and  moving  it  up  and  down  the  water,  is  too  easy  a  thing 
to  take  up  any  time  to  direct  you  to  do  it.  And  yet,  because  I 
cut  you  short  in  that,  I  will  commute  for  it  by  telling  you  that  that 
was  told  me  for  a  secret :  it  is  this  :  Dissolve  gum  of  ivy  in  oil  of 
spike,  and  therewith  anoint  yoiu*  dead  bait  for  a  Pike  ;  and  then 
cast  it  into  a  likely  place  ;  and  when  it  has  lain  a  short  time  at 
the  bottom,  draw  it  towards  the  top  of  the  water,  and  so  up  the 
stream ;  and  it  is  more  than  likely  that  you  have  a  Pike  io\k(9 
with  more  than  common  eagerness.  And  some  affirm,  that  any 
bait  anointed  with  the  marrow  of  the  thigh-bone  of  a  heron  is  a 
great  temptation  to  any  fish.t 

These  have  not  been  tried  by  me,  but  told  me  by  a  friend  of 
note,  that  pretended  to  do  me  a  courtesy.  J     But  if  this  direction 

•  A  rod  twelve  feet  long,  and  a  ring  of  wire, 
A  winder  and  Ijaoe],  will  help  thy  desire 
In  killine  a  Pilce :  but  the  forked  stick. 
With  a  Slit  and  a  bladder,  and  that  other  fine  trick. 
Which  our  artists  call  snap,  with  a  goose  or  a  duckt 
Will  kill  two  for  one,  if  you  have  any  luck : 
The  gentry  of  Shropshire  do  merrily  smile. 
To  see  a  ^ose  and  a  belt  the  fish  to  beguile. 
When  a  Pike  suns  him^lf,  and  a-frogging  doth  go» 
The  two-inched  hook  is  better,  I  know, 
1'han  the  ord'nar^  snaring.     But  still  I  must  ciy, 
"When  the  Pike  is  at  home,  mind  the  cookery. 

Barker's  Art  of  Ang^iHg.—^- 
\  This  latter  recipe  does  not  occur  in  the^rf/  edition. 

X  The  Pike  loves  a  still,  shady,  unfrequented  water,  and  usually  ties  amongst,  or  new 
weeds ;  such  as  flags,  bulrushes,  candocks,  reeds,  or  in  the  green  fog  that  sometimes 
covers  standing  waters,  though  he  will  sometimes  shoot  out  into  the  clear  stream.  1^^ 
time  of  spawning  is  about  tTie  end  of  February  or  the  beginning  of  March ;  and'cfua 
keason,  from  the  end  of  May  to  the  beginning  fk  February.  Pikes  are  called  Jfuk*  ^ 
they  become  twenty-four  inches  long.  The  baits  for  Pike,  besides  those  mentioned  by 
Waiton,  are  a  small  trout ;  the  gudgeon,  loach,  and  millers-thumb ;  the  head  end  of  «• 
eel  with  the  skin  taken  off  below  the  fins  ;  a  small  jack ;  a  lob-worm  ;  and  in  winter,  tw 
fat  of  bacon.  And  notwithstanding  what  Walton  and  others  say  against  baiting  vith  a 
perch,  it  is  certain  that  Pikes  have  been  taken  with  a  small  perch  with  the  back  <an« 
cut  off,  when  neither  a  roach  nor  bleak  would  tempt  them.  Let  your  baits  for  Pike 
be  as  fresh  as  possible.  Dead  ones  should  be  carried  in  fresh  bran,  which  will  iri^V 
that  moisture  that  otherwise  would  infect  and  rot  them. 

As  this  volume  is  to  be  considered  a  reprint  of  Walton's  "  Complete  Angler,"  ^'"^ 
a  new  treatise  on  the  art  of  fishing,  it  is  deemed  unnecessary  to  ^ive  directions  f<>''^[rr 
ing,  although  a  method  of  Pike-fishing  almost  universally  practised,  and  one  of  w^'^ 
Walton  has  said  so  little.      He,  however,  who  wi:ihes  for  instructions,  may  consult  tbe 
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to  catch  a  Pike  thus  do  you  no  good,  yet  I  am  certain  this  direc- 
tion how  to  roast  him  when  he  is  caught  is  choicely  good ;  for  I 
have  tried  it,  and  it  is  somewhat  the  better  for  not  being  common. 
But  with  my  direction  you  must  take  this  caution,  that  your  Pike 
must  not  be  a  small  one,  that  is,  it  must  be  more  than  half  a  yard, 
and  should  be  bigger. 

"  First,  open  your  Pike  at  the  gills,  and  if  need  be,  cut  also  a 
little  slit  towards  the  belly.  Out  of  these,  take  his  guts ;  and 
keep  his  liver,  which  you  are  to  shred  very  small,  with  thyme, 
sweet  marjoram,  and  a  little  winter-savoury ;  to  these  put  some 
pickled  oysters,  and  some  anchovies,  two  or  three ;  both  these 
last  whole,  for  the  anchovies  will  melt,  and  the  oysters  should  not ; 
to  these  you  must  add  also  a  pound  of  sweet  butter,  which  you 
are  to  mix  with  the  herbs  that  are  shred,  and  let  them  all  be  well 
salted.  If  the  Pike  be  more  than  a  yard  long,  then  you  may  put 
into  these  herbs  more  than  a  p>ound,  or  if  he  be  less,  then  less 
butter  will  suffice  :  These,  being  thus  mixt,  with  a  blade  or  two  of 
mace,  must  be  put  into  the  Pike's  belly ;  and  then  his  belly  so 
sewed  up  as  to  keep  all  the  butter  in  his  belly  if  it  be  possible ; 
if  not,  then  as  much  of  it  as  you  possibly  can.  But  take  not  of! 
the  scales.  Then  you  are  to  thrust  the  spit  through  his  mouth, 
out  at  his  tail.  And  then  take  four  or  five  or  six  split  sticks,  or 
very  thin  laths,  and  a  convenient  quantity  of  tape  or  filleting ; 
these  laths  are  to  be  tied  round  about  the  Pike's  body,  from  his 
head  to  his  tail,  and  the  tape  tied  somewhat  thick,  to  prevent  his 
breaking  or  falling  ofi"  from  the  spit.  Let  him  be  roasted  very 
leisurely ;  and  often  basted  with  claret  wine,  and  anchovies,  and 
butter,  mixt  together  ;  and  also  with  what  moisture  falls  from  him 
into  the  pan.  When  you  have  roasted  him  sufficiently,  you  are 
to  hold  under  him,  when  you  unwind  or  cut  the  tape  that  ties  him, 
such  a  dish  as  you  purpose  to  eat  him  out  of ;  and  let  him  fall 
into  it  with  the  sauce  that  is  roasted  in  his  belly ;  and  by  this 
means  the  Pike  will  be  kept  unbroken  and  complete.  Then,  to 
the  sauce  which  was  ¥dthin,  and  also  that  sauce  in  the  pan,  you 
are  to  add  a  fit  quantity  of  the  best  butter,  and  to  squeeze  the 
iuice  of  three  or  four  oranges.  Lastly,  you  may  either  put  it  into 
the  Pike,  with  the  oysters,  two  cloves  of  garlic,  and  take  it  whole 
out,  when  the  Pike  is  cut  oflf  the  spit ;  or,  to  give  the  sauce  a 
haut  go(it,  let  the  dish  into  which  you  let  the  Pike  fall  be  rubbed 

"Complete  Troller,**  by  Ro.  Nobbes,  lamo,  1682;  the  "Angler's  sure  Guide "  already 
alludea  to;  Howitt's  "Angler's  Manual,'*  1808;  and  particularly  Daniels'  "Field 
Sports,"  voL  ii.,  wherein  will  be  found  evAiything  necessary  to  be  known  on  the 
subject. 
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with  it :  The  using  or  not  using  of  this  garlic  is  left  to  your 
discretion.*  M.  B." 

This  dish  of  meat  is  too  good  for  any  but  anglers,  or  very  honest 
men  ;  and  I  trust  you  will  prove  both,  and  therefore  I  have  trusted 
you  with  this  secret 

Let  me  next  tell  you,  that  Gesner  tells  us,  there  are  no  Pikes 
in  Spain,  and  that  the  largest  are  in  the  Lake  Thrasymene  in  Italy ; 
and  the  next,  if  not  equal  to  them,  are  the  Pikes  of  England ;  and 
that  in  England,  Lincolnshire  boasteth  to  have  the  biggest.f  Just 
so  doth  Sussex  boast  of  four  sorts  of  fish,  namely,  an  Arundel  Mullet, 
a  Oiichester  Lobster,  a  Shelsey  Cockle,  and  an  Amerly  Trout. 

But  I  will  take  up  no  more  of  your  time  with  this  relation,  but 
proceed  to  give  you  some  observations  of  the  Carp,  and  how  to 
angle  for  him ;  and  to  dress  him,  but  not  till  he  is  caught. 

Chap.  IX.  PiSCATOR.  THE  Carp  is  the  queen  of  rivers ;  a 

On  the  Carp,  stately,  a  good,  and  a  very  subtile  fish  ;  that  was 
not  at  first  bred,  nor  hath  been  long  in  England,  but  is  now 

•  It  may  perhaps  be  deemed  amu«(in|^  to  compare  Walton's  method  of  ooolcins  the 
i*ike,  with  tnat  practised  in  the  Royal  kitchens  in  the  fourteenth  and  fifteenth  centuries 
as  preserved  in  the  Sloane  MS.  No.  xaoi.  "  For  to  make  a  pyke  in  galentyne.  Take  a 
pyke  and  quarter  hym,  and  sethe  hym  in  scharpe  sawse,  and  than  pilTe  awey  the  skynne 
and  ley  hym  in  a  fayre  vcssell  of  tre  or  of  erthe,  and  than  take  whyte  wyne  and  whyte 
vyncgre,  and  uke  fayre  breed  and  put  thereto,  and  make  it  hoote  over  the  fyre,  and 
than  drawe  it  thorough  a  strcynor.  Than  caste  thereto  powdre  of  pepper  aud  of  galyn- 
gale  of  doves,  salt  it  fayre  and  gyflTe  it  a  lytell  hete  and  stere  it  wele  togedro  and  put  ic 
to  thy  fyssche.  and  whan  thou  wilte  have  of  it.  take  uppe  apece  or  two  with  the  sawse, 
and  cast  powdre  of  gyn ger  uppon  it  and  serve  it  forth. 

*'  A  pvke  boyled.  Take  and  make  a  saw»e  of  favre  water  and  nit  and  a  lyttell  ale  ai^ 
a  percyie  and  then  take  a  pyke  and  nape  hvm  and  drawe  hyin  in  the  belyi  and  slytte 
hym  thorow  the  bely,  backe.  and  hede,  and  tayle  with  a  knyfe  in  two  peces  and  smyte 
the  sydes  in  quarteres,  and  wasshe  hem  clene,  and  yiffe  thow  wilt  have  hym  rownde 
scoche  hym  by  ihe  hede  in  the  backe,  and  drawe  hym  there,  and  scoche  hym  in  two 
places  or  iij  in  the  backe,  but  not  thorough.  And  slytte  the  pouche  and  kepe  the  fr^e 
or  the  lyvre,  and  cutte  awey  the  galle,  and  whan  the  sawse  begynneth  to  boyle,  skym  it, 
and  wasche  the  pyke,  and  cast  hvm  thereinne,  and  cast  the  frye  and  the  pouche  thereto, 
and  lete  it  boyle  togedres.  Antl  then  make  the  sawse  thus:  roynse  small  the  pouche 
and  the  frye  in  a  lytcll  gravey  of  the  pyke,  and  cast  thereto  powure  of  gynger,  cavellf 
verjuice,  and  mustard,  and  salt." 

t  It  has  been  a  common  notion  that  the  Pike  was  not  extant  in  England  till  the  reign 
of  Henry  the  Eighth  ;  but  it  occurs  very  frequently  in  the  "  Forme  of  Ciiry,"  compiled 
about  X39a  The  old  name  was  Luce,  or  Lucy.  An  ancient  MS.  formerly  in  the  pos- 
session  of  John  Topham,  Escj..  written  about  1950,  mentions  ** Lmios  aquaticet  sive 
Lueeos  "  amongst  the  fish  which  the  fishmongers  were  to  have  in  theh-  shops.  Three 
Lucies  were  the  arms  of  the  Lucy  family,  9a  early  as  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Third ;  and 
in  a  contemporary  Roll  of  arm-s  they  are  thus  described,  "Geflfrey  dc  Lucy,  de  goules 
trois  lucies  dor.       In  the  6th  Rich.  II.  Ao.  1382,  the  mayor  and  citizens  of  Lgndon 

grayed  that  no  fishmonger,  nor  any  other  person  free  of  the  City,  might  thenceforward 
uy  any  kind  of  fish  to  sell  again  in  the  City,  excepting  pikes  and  fresh  eels,  "forspris 
>t^<>f,  anguilles  fresshes,"  &c.    Rot.  Pari.  vol.  iii.  p,  i4a.b    In  the  Roll  of  the  sane 
Parliament,  the  words  "  horspris  an^illes  fresshes,  bckete^^  ou  pikes"  occur.    Jtid, 
Compare  Pennant's  Zoology,  vol.  lii.  p.  380,  4to.     Lelandi  Collectanea,  vol.  vi.  z.  $,  6. 
That  the  Pike  was  here  in  Edward  the  Third's  time  is  evident  from  Chaucer's  Prologue 
to  the  Carter btiry  Tales,  edit.  Tyrwh.  p.  351,  352 : — 

"  Full  many  a  fair  partrich  hadde  he  in  mewe, 
And  many  a  Breme  and  many  a  Luce  in  stewe." 
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naturalised.  It  is  said,  they  were  brought  hither  by  one  Mr 
Mascal,  a  gentleman  that  then  lived  at  Plumsted  in  Sussex, 
a  county  *  that  abounds  more  with  this  fish  than  any  in  this 
nation. 

You  may  remember  that  I  told  you  Gesner  says  there  are  no 
Pikes  in  Spain  ;  and  doubtless  there  was  a  time,  about  a  hundred 
or  a  few  more  years  ago,  when  there  were  no  Carps  in  England, 
as  may  seem  to  be  affirmed  by  Sir  Richard  Baker,  in  whose 
Chronicle  you  may  find  these  verses  : — 

Hops  and  turkies,  carps  and  beer. 
Came  into  England  all  in  a  year. 

And  doubtless,  as  of  sea-fish  the  Herring  dies  soonest  out  of 
the  water,  and  of  fresh-water  fish  the  Trout,  so,  except  the  Eel, 
the  Carp  endures  most  hardness,  and  lives  longest  out  of  its  own 
proper  eleraent ;  and,  therefore,  the  report  of  the  Carp's  being 
brought  out  of  a  foreign  country  into  this  nation,  is  the  more 
probable.* 

Carps  and  Loaches  are  observed  to  breed  several  months  in  one 
year,  which  Pikes  and  most  other  fish  do  not ;  and  this  is  partly 
proved  by  tame  and  wild  rabbits  ;  as  also  by  some  ducks,  which 
will  lay  eggs  nine  of  the  twelve  months  ;  and  yet  there  be  other 
ducks  that  lay  not  longer  than  about  one  month.  And  it  is  the 
rather  to  be  believed,  because  you  shall  scarce  or  never  take  a 

VARIATION. 

'  Considerable  variations  exist  in  the  observations  on  tbe  Carp  as  printed  in  the  first 
and  second  editions  of  the  "Complete  Angler."  In  the  former,  the  commencement  of 
the  chapter  runs  thus  : — 

Piscaior.  The  Carp  is  a  stately,  a  good,  and  a  subtle  fish,  a  fish  that  hath  not,  as  it 
is  said,  been  long  in  England,  but  said  to  be  by  one  Mr  Mascall,  a  gentleman  then  living 
St  Plumsted  in  Sussex,  brought  into  this  nation  :  and  for  the  better  confirmation  of  this, 
you  are  to  remember  I  told  you  that  Gesner  says  there  is  not  a  pike  in  Spain,  and  that 
except  the  eel,  which  lives  longest  out  of  the  water,  there  is  none  that  will  endure  more 
hardness  or  live  longer  than  a  carp  will  out  of  it,  and  so  the  report  of  his  being  brought 
out  of  a  foreign  nation  into  this  is  the  more  probable. 

•  For  proof  of  this  fact,  we  have  the  testimony  of  the  author  of  the  Book*  o/ Fishings 
^tk  Ifooke  and  Line^  4to,  Lond.  1600,  who,  though  the  ioitiab  only  of  his  name  are 
^ven^  m  the  title,  appears  to  have  been  Leonard  Mascal,  the  translator  of  a  book  of 
rlandnz  and  Grafting,  4to,  1589,  1599,  and  the  author  of  a  book  On  Cattel^  ^to,  1596. 
--H.  In  the  Book  of  St  Albans  Carp  are  thus  spoken  of,  which  proves  that  tney  were 
known  in  England  for  more  than  a  century  before  Mascal  wrote :  "1  he  Carp  is  a  devntous 
fysshe :  but  there  ben  but  fewe  in  Englonde,  And  therfore  I  wryte  the  lasse  of  hym. 
He  is  an  evyll  fysshe  to  take,  for  he  is  too  strong  enarmyd  in  tne  mouthe.  that  there 
»aye  noo  wcke  hamays  holde  hym.  And  as  touchyng  his  baytes  I  have  but  lytyll 
knowlege  of  it,  and  we  were  loth  to  wryte  more  than  I.knowe  and  have  provyd.  But 
well  I  wote  that  the  redd  worme  and  the  menow  been  good  batys  for  hym  at  all  tymes 
«  I  have  herde  saye  of  persones  credyble  and  also  founde  wry  ten  in  bokes  of  credence." 
This  writer  is.  however,  decidedly  wrong  as  to  the  **  batys"  which  *'  been  good  for  hym 
at  all  tymes.      The  "  menow  "  he  will  not  touch  unless  compelled  by  hunger,  nor  is  the 

redd  worme  "by  any  means  so  tempting  bait  as  some  otners.  In  the  Privy  Purse 
Expenses  of  Kinz  Henry  the  Eighth^  in  1532,  various  entries  are  made  of  rewards  to 
peisons  for  bringing  Carpet  to  the  Kingi  pp.  62,  74,  ioo>  267. 


Digitized 


by  Google 


142  THE  COMPLETE  ANGLER.  [partl 

male  Carp  without  a  melt,  or  a  female  without  a  roe  or  spawn, 
and  for  the  most  part  very  much,  and  especially  all  the  sumicer 
season ;  and  it  is  observed,  that  they  breed  more  naturally  in 
ponds  than  in  running  waters,  if  they  breed  there  at  all ;  and  thai 
those  that  live  in  rivers  are  taken  by  men  of  the  best  palates  to  be 
much  the  better  meat. 

And  it  is  observed  that  in  some  ponds  Carps  will  not  breed, 
especially  in  cold  ponds ;  but  where  they  will  breed,  they  breed 
innumerably :  Aristotle  and  Pliny  say,  six  times  in  a  )rear,  if  there 
be  no  Pikes  nor  Perch  to  devour  their  spawn,  when  it  is  cast  upon 
grass  or  flags,  or  weeds,  where  it  lies  ten  or  tweli^e  days  before  tt 
be  enlivened. 

The  Carp,  if  he  have  water-room  and  good  feed,*  will  grow  to 
a  very  great  bigness  and  length  ;  I  have  heard,  to  be  much  abore 
a  yard  long.f  It  is  said  by  Jovius^  who  hath  writ  of  fishes,  that 
in  the  Lake  Lurian  in  Italy,  Carps  have  thriven  to  be  more  than 
fifty  pounds  weight  :  which  is  the  more  probable,  for  as  the  bear 
is  conceived  and  bom  suddenly,  and  being  bom  is  but  short  lived ; 
so,  on  the  contrary,  the  elephant  is  said  to  be  two  years  in  his 
dam's  belly,  some  think  he  is  ten  years  in  it,  and  being  bom, 
grows  in  bigness  twenty  years ;  and  it  is  observed  too,  that  he 
lives  to  the  age  of  a  hundred  years.  And  'tis  also  observed,  that 
the  crocodile  is  very  long  lived ;  and  more  than  that,  that  all  that 
long  life  he  thrives  in  bigness ;  and  so  I  think  some  Carps  do, 
especially  in  some  places,  though  I  never  saw  one  above  twenty- 
three  inches,  which  was  a  great  and  goodly  fish ;  but  have  been 
assured  there  are  of  a  far  greater  size,  and  in  England  too.§ 

Now,  as  the  increase  of  Carps  is  wonderfiil  for  their  number, 
so  there  is  not  a  reason  found  out,  I  think,  by  any,  why  they 

*  The  following  receipt  for  making  a  Carp  fat  in  gravelly  water  is  taken  from  Lord 
Burleigh's  Papers,  Lansd.  MS.  No.  zoi.  art.  9 :  **  The  carpe  (which  coveteth  to  Ife  10 
the  mudde  and  vrill  fat  R>one$t  in  muddy  or  claye  waters)  so  where  the  waters  be 
graviilie  would  be  placed  in  the  smallest  pondes  and  stewes  and  made  fatt  with  chippins 
or  graynes,  or  with  the  bloude  of  any  slaughter  beaste,  or  newe  horse  donnge  haogied  ia 
baucettst  or  with  a  mrxture  of  the  said  dunge  and  clay  wroughte  together  in  faction  of  a 
longe  salte  stone  with  dy verse  holes  in  the  same,  laied  in  the  water  for  them  to  sti^ke  oo.* 

t  The  widow  of  the  late  David  Garrick  once  told  me,  that  in  her  native  <»>uniry,  Itatjr. 
•he  had  seen  the  head  of  a  Carp  served  up  at  table,  big  enough  to  fill  a  large  dish.— H. 

X  Paulus  yavttts,  an  Italian  historian  of  very  doubtful  authoring :  he  lived  in  the  i6tli 
century :  and  wrote  a  small  tract  Dt  RomoHU  PisHbut.  He  died  at  Florence, 
xssa.— H. 

\  The  author  of  the  Anglei'sSure  Guide  says,  that  he  has  taken  Carp  above  twenty- 
six  inches  long  in  riven  ;  and  adds  that  they  are  often  seen  in  England  above  thiity 
inches  long.    The  usual  length  is  from  about  twelve  to  fifteen  or  sixteen  inches.— H. 

The  largest  Carp  mentioned  by  Pennant  did  not  exceed  twenty  pounds.  In  the  pariE 
of  Mr  Ladbroke  of  Gatton,  a  brace  were  taken  which  weighed  ihtrtyfive  pounds.  In 
a  piece  of  water  at  Stourhead,  a  Carp  was  caught  in  1793,  which  was  thirty  inches  l(»g» 
upwards  of  twentytwo  broad,  and  eighteen  pounds  in  weight. 
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should  breed  in  some  ponds,  and  not  in  others,  of  the  same  nature 
for  soil  and  all  other  circumstances.  And  as  their  breeding,  so 
are  their  decays  also  very  mysterious  :  I  have  both  read  it,  and 
been  told  by  a  gentleman  of  tried  honesty,  that  he  has  known 
sixty  or  more  large  Carps  put  into  several  ponds  near  to  a  house, 
where,  by  reason  of  the  stakes  in  the  ponds,  and  the  owner's  constant 
being  near  to  them,  it  was  impossible  they  should  be  stole  away 
from  him ;  and  that  when  he  has,  after  three  or  four  years,  emptied 
the  pond,  and  expected  an  increase  from  them  by  breeding  young 
ones,  for  that  they  might  do  so  he  had,  as  the  rule  is,  put  in  three 
melters  for  one  spawner,  he  has,  I  say,  after  three  or  four  years, 
found  neither  a  young  nor  old  Carp  remaining.  And  the  like  I 
have  known  of  one  that  had  almost  watched  the  pond,  and,  at  a 
like  distance  of  time,  at  the  fishing  of  a  pond,  found,  of  seventy 
or  eighty  large  Carps,  not  above  five  or  six  :  and  that  he  had 
forborne  longer  to  fish  the  said  pond,  but  that  he  saw,  in  a  hot  day 
m  sunmier,  a  large  Carp  swim  near  the  top  of  the  water  with  a 
{tog  upon  his  head ;  and  that  he,  upon  that  occasion,  caused  his 
pond  to  be  let  dry  :  and  I  say,  of  seventy  or  eighty  Carps,  only 
found  five  or  six  in  the  said  p>ond,  and  those  very  sick  and  lean, 
and  with  every  one  a  frog  sticking  so  fast  on  the  head  of  the  said 
Carps,  that  the  frog  would  not  be  got  oflf  without  extreme  force  or 
killing.  And  the  gentleman  that  did  affirm  this  to  me,  told  me 
he  saw  it ;  and  did  declare  his  belief  to  be,  and  I  also  believe  the 
same,  that  he  thought  the  other  Carps,  that  were  so  strangely  lost, 
were  so  killed  by  the  frogs,  and  then  devoured. 

And  a  person  of  honour,  now  living  in  Worcestershire,*  assured 
me  he  had  seen  a  necklace,  or  collar  of  tadpoles,  hang  like  a  chain 
or  necklace  of  beads  about  a  Pike's  neck,  and  to  kill  him  : 
Whether  it  were  for  meat  or  malice,  must  be,  to  me,  a  question. 

But  I  am  fallen  into  this  discourse  by  accident ;  -of  which  I 
might  say  more,  but  it  has  proved  longer  than  I  intended,  and 
possibly  may  not  to  you  be  considerable  :  I  shall  therefore  give 
you  three  or  four  more  short  observations  of  the  Carp,  and  then 
fall  upon  some  directions  how  you  shall  fish  for  him. 
The  age  of  Carps  is  by  Sir  Francis  Bacon,  in  his  History  of  Life 

*  "Mr  Fr.  Ru."  This  passage  occurs  for  the  first  time  in  thej!f/A  edition.  The 
only  perM>n  mentioned  in  tne  last  Herald's  Visitation  of  Worcestershire,  whose  names 


w  upieaden,  in  the  county  of  Hereford— i.  Francis,  his  son  and  heir,  set.  37,  in  1683, 
who  was  then  married  and  nad  three  children  ;  2.  Tamarlane  of  the  city  of  London,  who 

*"       '  ■   "  ■       '►So :  and  a 

Worcester. 

by  Google 


was  also  married  and  had  issue ;  3.  Benjamin,  who  died  unmarried  in  1680 ;  and  a 
daughter  Ann,  the  wife  of  John  Yananton  of  Redstone,  in  the  county  of  Worcester. 
MS.  m  the  College  of  Arms,  marked  K.  4,  C  254. 
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and  Death,  observed  to  be  but  ten  years ;  yet  others  think  they  livt 
longer.  Gesner  says,  a  Carp  has  been  known  to  live  in  the 
Palatine  above  a  hundred  years.*  ^  But  most  conclude  that, 
contrary  to  the  Pike  or  Luce,  all  Carps  are  the  better  for  age  and 
bigness.  The  tongues  of  Carps  are  noted  to  be  choice  and  costly 
meat,  especially  to  them  that  buy  them  :  but  Gesner  says.  Carps 
have  no  tongue  like  other  fish,  but  a  piece  of  fleshlike  fi^  in  their 
mouth  like  to  a  tongue,  and  should  be  called  a  palate  :  bat  it  is 
certain  it  is  choicely  good,  and  that  the  Carp  is  to  be  recdu>Ded 
amongst  those  leather-mouthed  fish  which,  I  told  you,  have  thar 
teeth  in  their  throat ;  and  for  that  reason  he  is  very  seldom  lost 
by  breaking  his  hold,  if  your  hook  be  once  stuck  into  his  chaps. 

I  told  you  that  Sir  Francis  Bacon  thinks  that  the  Carp  lives 
but  ten  years :  but  Janus  Dubravius  *  has  writ  a  book  "  Of  Fish  and 
Fish-ponds,"  t  in  which  he  says  that  Carps  begin  to  spawn  at  the 
age  of  three  years,  and  continue  to  do  so  till  thirty :  he  says  also, 
that  in  the  time  of  their  breeding,  which  is  in  summer,  when  the 
sun  hath  warmed  both  the  earth  and  water,  and  so  apted  than 
also  for  generation,  that  then  three  or  four  male  Carps  will  foUow 
a  female ;  and  that  then,  she  putting  on  a  seeming  coyness,  thqr 
force  her  through  weeds  and  flags,  where  she  lets  fall  her  eggs  ot 
spawn,  which  sticks  fast  to  the  weeds  ;  and  then  they  let  fell  their 
melt  upon  it,  and  so  it  becomes  in  a  short  time  to  be  a  living  fish, 
and,  as  1  told  you,  it  is  thought  that  the  Carp  does  this  several 
months  in  the  year ;  \  and  most  believe,  that  most  fish  breed  alter 

VARIATIONS. 

1  This  passage  from  Gesner  does  not  occur  in  the  fint  edition  :  and  the  fonovrnc 
sentence  is  added  in  the  second ^  **and  it  is  believed  of  carps  as  it  is  written  of  crooodi]es» 
that  they  also  thrive  in  bigness  all  their  lives." 

>  In  tsie/irst  edition  is  added,  "  a  German  as  I  think.** 

*  Lately,  viz.,  in  one  of  the  daily  papen  for  the  month  of  August  1789,  an  artide 
appeared,  purporting  that  in  the  bason  at  Emanuel  College,  Cambridge,  a  Carp  was 
then  living  that  had  been  in  the  water  thirty*six  vears ;  which,  though  it  had  lost  <»e 
eye,  knew,  and  would  constantly  approach,  its  feeder,  who  was  Dr  Fanner,  Master  of 
the  College. 

At  the  seat  of  the  Prince  of  Cond^  at  Chantilly,  are,  or  rather  were,  immense  shoak  of 
very  large  Carp,  *'  silvered  o'er  with  age,"  like  silver  fish,  and  perfectly  tame,  »o  that 
when  any  passengers  approached  their  watery  habitation,  they  used  to  come  to  the  shore 
in  such  numbers  as  to  heave  each  other  out  of  the  water,  begging  for  bread,  of  which  a 
quantity  was  always  kept  at  hand  on  purpose  to  feed  them.  They  would  even  allow 
Uiemselves  to  be  handled.  Sir  J.  £.  Smith  s  Tour  en  the  CcHiituntt  voL  i.  95.  ed.  1807. 
In  the  preface  to  the  second  edition,  it  is  said  the  tame  Carp  at  Chantilly  were  destroyed 
very  early  in  the  Revolution,  p.  xxx.  f  Vide  antea,  p.  133,  &c. 

X  An  anonymous  writer  giving  instructions  to  Lord  Burleigh  for  the  regubtlons  of 
his  fish-ponds,  &c.,  says  r  ^  Because  the  carpe  will  eate  his  owne  spawne,  youe  must 
before  Marche  lay  iij  or  iiij  faggotts  of  osiers  or  wtUowe  bowes  in  the  ponde  whcr  roar 
spawners  be  (which  would  not  be  above  y  or  iii  in  a  ponde  and  iij  or  v  melters  withal5 
and  so  bynd  the  said  faggotts  small  in  the  middle,  and  laye  the  toppes  verye  hrode  and 
bushy  at  eche  end,  and  tne  spawner  will  sleke  her  beUie  and  spawne  thcre<m,  aul  the 
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this  manner,  except  the  Eel  And  it  has  been  observed,  that 
when  the  spawner  has  weakened  herself  by  doing  that  natural 
office,  that  two  or  three  melters  have  helped  her  from  off  the  weeds, 
by  bearing  her  up  on  both  sides,  and  guarding  her  into  the  deep.* 
And  you  may  note,  that  though  this  may  seem  a  curiosity  not 
worth  observing,  yet  others  have  judged  it  worth  their  time  and 
costs  to  make  glass  hives,  and  order  them  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
see  how  bees  have  bred  and  made  their  honeycombs,  and  how 
they  have  obeyed  their  king,  and  governed  their  conmionwealth. 
But  it  is  thought  that  all  Carps  are  not  bred  by  generation ;  but 
that  some  breed  other  ways,  as  some  Pikes  do. 

The  physicians  make  the  galls  and  stones  in  the  heads  of  Carps 
to  be  very  medicinable.  But  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  but  that  in 
Italy  they  make  great  profit  of  the  spawn  of  Carps,  by  selling  it 
to  the  Jews,  who  make  it  into  red  caviare  ;  the  Jews  not  being 
by  their  law  admitted  to  eat  of  caviare  made  of  the  Sturgeon,  that 
being  a  fish  that  wants  scales,  and,  as  may  appear  in  Leviticus 
xi.,  by  them  reputed  to  be  unclean. 

Much  more  might  be  said  out  of  him,  and  out  of  Aristotle, 
which  Dubravius  often  quotes  in  his  "  Discourse  of  Fishes  :  *'  but 
it  might  rather  perplex  than  satisfy  you ;  and  therefore  I  shall 
rather  choose  to  direct  you  how  to  catch,  than  spend  more  time 
in  discoursing  either  of  the  nature  or  the  breeding  of  this 
Carp,  or  of  any  more  circumstances  concerning  him.  But  yet  I 
shall  remember  you  of  what  I  told  you  before,  that  he  is  a  very 
subtile  fish,  and  hard  to  be  caught. 

And  my  first  direction  is,  that  if  you  will  fish  for  a  Carp,  you 
must  put  on  a  very  large  measure  of  patience,  especially  to  fish 
for  a  river  Carp  :  I  have  known  a  very  good  fisher  angle  diligently 
four  or  six  hours  in  a  day,  for  three  or  four  days  together,  for  a 
river  Carp,  and  not  have  a  bite.  And  you  are  to  note,  that,  in 
some  ponds,  it  is  as  hard  to  catch  a  Carp  as  in  a  river ;  that 
is  to  say,  where  they  have  store  of  feed,  and  the  water  is  of  a 
clayish  colour.  But  you  are  to  remember  that  I  have  told  you 
there  is  no  nde  without  an  exception ;  and  therefore  being  possest 
with  that  hope  and  patience  which  I  wish  to  all  fishers,  especially 
to  the  Carp-angler,  I  shall  tell  you  with  what  bait  to  fish  for  him. 

ywinge  frye  afterwardes  will  shoote  in  thither  as  into  a  sanctuary  from  dannger  of 
dcvourmge. 

"  The  carp€  will  not  fatt  where  store  of  tenches  be,  ne  get  bredc  where  store  of  roches 
«>  nor  the  tenche  ever  fait  where  the  carpe  ys,  because  he  will  sucke  the  lenche  without 
""  **    ••••'-—  ^ 

VM -^-w"-..!.  w.  i.^^  v,«»*t»  .9  Mivcii  iivui  Tavemer's  Experiments  on  Fish,  4to^  x6oa 

'•dcp.  132,  note. 


"c^^we."— Lansdowne  MS.  No.  101,  art.  9. 
V */*"*  account  of  the  Carp  is  token  from  1 
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But  first  you  are  to  know,  that  it  must  be  either  early  or  late : 
and  let  me  tell  you,  that  in  hot  weather,  for  he  will  seldom  bite  b 
cold,  you  cannot  be  too  early  or  too  late  at  it.  And  some  have 
been  so  curious  as  to  say,  the  tenth  of  April  is  a  fatal  day  fea^ 
Carps. 

The  Carp  bites  either  at  worms  or  at  paste :  and  of  worms  I 
think  the  bluish  marsh  or  meadow  worm  is  best ;  but  possiKf 
another  worm,  not  too  big,  may  do  as  well,  and  so  may  a  grees 
gentle  :  and  as  for  pastes,  there  are  almost  as  many  sorts  as 
there  are  medicines  for  the  toothache ;  but  doubtless  sweet  pastes 
are  best ;  I  mean,  pastes  made  with  honey  or  with  sugar :  whkh, 
that  you  may  the  better  beguile  this  crafty  fish,  should  be  tfaiovn 
into  the  pond  or  place  in  which  you  fish  for  him,  some  hours,  or 
longer,  before  you  undertake  your  trial  of  skill  with  the  angle-rod ; 
and  doubtless,  if  it  be  thrown  into  the  water  a  day  or  two  before, 
at  several  times,  and  in  small  pellets,  you  are  the  likelier,  when 
you  fish  for  the  Carp,  to  obtain  your  desired  sport  Or,  in  a 
large  pond,  to  draw  them  to  any  certain  place,  that  they  may  the 
better  and  with  more  hope  be  fished  for,  you  are  to  throw  into  it, 
in  some  certain  place,  either  grains,  or  blood  mixt  with  cow-dunf 
or  with  bran  ;  or  any  garbage,  as  chicken's  guts  or  the  like  ;  and 
then,  some  of  your  small  sweet  pellets  with  which  you  purpose  to 
angle  ;  and  these  small  pellets  being  a  few  of  them  also  thrown  in 
as  you  are  angling,  will  be  the  better. 

And  yoiu"  paste  must  be  thus  made  :  take  the  fiesh  of  a  rabbit, 
or  cat,  cut  small ;  and  bean-fiour  ;  and  if  that  may  not  be  easily 
got,  get  other  flour ;  and  then,  mix  these  together,  and  put  to 
them  either  sugar,  or  honey,  which  I  think  better :  and  then  beat 
these  together  in  a  mortar,  or  sometimes  work  them  in  your 
hands,  your  hands  being  very  clean ;  and  then  make  it  into  a 
ball,  or  two,  or  three,  as  you  like  best,  for  your  use  :  but  yon 
must  work  or  pound  it  so  long  in  the  mortar,  as  to  make  it  so 
tough  as  to  hang  upon  your  hook  without  washing  from  it,  y^ 
not  too  hard  :  or,  that  you  may  the  better  keep  it  on  your  hook, 
you  may  knead  with  your  paste  a  little,  and  not  too  much,  white 
or  yellowish  wool. 

And  if  you  would  have  this  paste  keep  all  the  year,  for  any  other 
fish,  then  mix  with  it  virgin-wax  and  clarified  honey,  and  work 
them  together  with  your  hands,  before  the  fire  \  then  make  these 
into  balls,  and  they  will  keep  all  the  year. 

And  if  you  fish  for  a  Carp  with  gentles,  then  put  upon  yoor 
hook  a  small  piece  of  scarlet  about  this  bigness  |    |,  it  being  soaked 


Digitized 


by  Google 


CHAP.  IX.]  THE  FOURTH  DA  Y,  147 

in  or  anointed  with  oil  of  petre,  called  by  some,  oil  of  the  rock : 
and  if  your  gentles  be  put,  two  or  three  days  before,  into  a  box  or 
horn  anointed  with  honey,  and  so  put  upon  your  hook  a$  to 
preserve  them  to  be  living,  you  are  as  like  to  kill  this  crafty  fish 
this  way  as  any  other  :  but  still,  as  you  are  fishing,  chew  a  little 
white  or  brown  bread  in  your  mouth,  and  cast  it  into  the  pond 
about  the  place  where  your  float  swims.  Other  baits  there  be ; 
but  these,  with  diligence  and  patient  watchfulness,  will  do  better 
than  any  that  I  have  ever  practised  or  heard  of.  And  yet  I  shall 
tell  you,  that  the  crumbs  of  white  bread  and  honey  made  into  a 
paste  is  a  good  bait  for  a  Carp  ;  and  you  know,  it  is  more  easily 
made.*  And  having  said  thus  much  of  the  Carp,t  my  next 
discourse  shall  be  of  the  Bream,  which  shall  not  prove  so  tedious ; 
and  therefore  I  desire  the  continuance  of  your  attention. 

But,  first,  I  will  tell  you  how  to  make  this  Carp,  that  is  so 
curious  to  be  caught,  so  curious  a  dish  of  meat  as  shall  make  him 
worth  all  your  labour  and  patience.  And  though  it  is  not  without 
some  trouble  and  charges,  yet  it  will  recompense  both. 

Take  a  Carp,  alive  if  possible ;  scour  him,  and  rub  him  clean 
with  water  and  salt,  but  scale  him  not :  then  open  him  ;  and  put 
him,  with  his  blood  and  his  liver,  which  you  must  save  when  you 
open  him,  into  a  small  pot  or  kettle  :  then  take  sweet  marjoram, 
thyme,  and  parsley,  of  each  half  a  handful ;  a  sprig  of  rosemary, 
and  another  of  savoury  ;  bind  them  into  two  or  three  small  bundles, 
and  put  them  to  your  Carp,  with  four  or  five  whole  onions,  twenty 
pickled  oysters,  and  three  anchovies.     Then  pour  upon  your  Carp 

*  And  see  a  bait  that  serves  likewise  for  the  Bream  in  the  next  chapter. — H. 

t  The  haunts  of  the  river  Carp  are,  in  the  winter  months,  the  broadest  and  most  quiet 
parts  of  the  river ;  but  in  summer,  they  He  in  deep  holes,  nooks,  and  reaches,  near  some 
scour,  and  under  roots  of  trees,  hollow  banks,  and,  till  they  are  near  rotting,  amongst  or 
near  great  beds  of  weeds,  flags,  &c.  Pond  Oirp  cannot,  with  propriety,  be  said  to  have 
any  blunts :  only  it  is  to  be  noted,  that  they  love  a  fat  rich  soil,  and  never  thrive  in  a 
cold  hungry  water.  They  breed  three  or  four  times  a  year ;  but  their  first  spawning*time 
is  the  beginning  of  May.  Baits  for  the  Carp  are,  all  sorts  of  earth  and  dunghill  worms  ; 
flag-worms,  grasshoppers,  though  not  at  top  :  ox-brains  ;  the  pith  of  an  ox's  backbone  ; 
green  pease  ;  and  red  or  black  cherries,  with  the  stones  taken  out.  Fish  with  strong 
tackle,  very  near  the  bottom,  and  with  a  fine  grass  or  gut  next  the  hook  :  and  use  a 
goose-quill  float  Never  attempt  to  aofile  for  the  Carp  in  a  boat ;  for  they  will  not 
come  near  it.  It  is  said  there  are  many  Carp  in  the  Thames,  westward  of  London :  and 
that,  about  February,  they  retire  to  the  cretks  in  that  river:  in  some  of  which,  many 
above  two  feet  long  have  been  taken  with  an  angle.    An  filer's  Surg  Guidt^  p.  170. 

Carp  live  the  longest  out  of  the  water  of  any  fish.  It  is  n  common  practice  in  Holland 
to  keep  them  alive  for  three  weeks  or  a  month,  by  hanging  them  in  a  cool  place,  with 
«et  moss  in  a  net,  and  feeding  them  with  bread  steeped  m  milk  ;  taking  care  to  refresh 
the  animal  now  and  then  by  throwing  fresh  water  over  the  net  in  which  it  is  suspended. 
~-H. 

In  Carp-fishing  it  must  be  a  sine  qu&  non  to  keep  out  of  sight  of  the  fish,  and  to  prevent 
the  shadow  from  falling  on  the  water.  Perhaps  the  most  certain  mode  of  taking  is  to 
have  a  line  wholly  of  gut :  and  in  lieu  of  a  float,  a  swan->hot  fixed  at  about  two  feet 
above  the  hook,  and  lodged,  whilst  fishing,  upon  a  dock  leaf,  or  any  timllar  subscmce. 
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as  much  claret  wine  as  will  only  cover  him  ;  and  season  your 
claret  well  with  salt,  cloves,  and  mace,  and  the  rinds  of  orai^es 
and  lemons.  That  done,  cover  your  pot  and  set  it  on  a  qiuck 
fire  till  it  be  sufficiently  boiled.  Then  take  out  the  Carp ;  and 
lay  it,  with  the  broth,  into  the  dish  ;  and  pour  upK>n  it  a  quarter  d 
a  pound  of  the  best  fresh  butter,  melted,  and  beaten  with  hali^ 
dozen  spoonfuls  of  the  broth,  the  yolks  of  two  or  three  eggs,  aud 
some  of  the  herbs  shred  :  garnish  your  dish  with  lemons,  and  so 
serve  it  up.     And  much  good  do  you  ! — Dr  T. 

PiSCATOR,     The  Bream  bemg,  at  a  fiill  growth,  is  a  large  and 

stately  fish.     He  will  breed  both  in  rivers  and  ponds  :  *  but  lores 

Chap.  X.       best  to  live  in  ponds,  and  where,  if  he  likes  tbe 

On  the  Bream,  water  and  air,  he  will  grow  not  only  to  be  very  lai^. 
but  as  fat  as  a  hog.  He  is  by  Gesner  taken  to  be  more  pleasant, 
or  sweet,  than  wholesome.  This  fish  is  long  in  growing;  bat 
breeds  exceedingly  in  a  water  that  pleases  him  ;  yea,  in  man/ 
ponds  so  fast,  as  to  overstore  them,  and  starve  the  other  fish.* 

He  is  very  broad,  with  a  forked  tail,  and  his  scales  set  in  ex- 
cellent order  :  he  hath  large  eyes,  and  a  narrow  sucking  mmih\ 
he  hath  two  sets  of  teeth,  and  a  lozenge-like  bone,  a  bone  to  help 
his  grinding.  The  melter  is  observed  to  have  two  large  mdts; 
and  the  female,  two  large  bags  of  eggs  or  spawn. 

Gesner  reports,  that  in  Poland  a  certain  and  a  great  niunbcr  of 
large  Breams  were  put  into  a  pond,  which  in  the  next  fblioiriDg 
winter  were  frozen  up  into  one  entire  ice,  and  not  one  drop  of 
water  remaining,  nor  one  of  these  fish  to  be  found,  though  they 
were  diligently  searched  for  ;  and  yet  the  next  spring,  when  the 
ice  was  thawed,  and  the  weather  warm,  and  fresh  water  got 
into  the  pond,  he  affirms  they  all  appeared  again.  This  Gesner 
affirms  ;  and  I  quote  my  author,  because  it  seems  almost  as  incred- 

VARIATIOM. 

a  The  enduing  observations,  in  the  text,  on  the  Bream,  and  the  method  of  fishiagw" 
him,  were  added  in  the  second  edition.  In  the  Jirst,  the  in<;tructioos  on  the  ^^^i^^jT 
thiA  briefly  given  :  "The  baits  good  for  to  catch  the  Bream  are  many:  as,  of^^' 
young  wasps  and  a  paste  made  ^  brown  bread  and  honey,  or  gentles,  or  especmty  a 
worm  that  is  not  much  unlike  a  maggot  which  you  will  find  at  the  roots  of  dodcsor  0(02^ 
or  of  rushes  that  grow  in  the  water,  or  watery  places,  and  a  grasshopper  having  hjs  "^ 
nipt  off,  or  a  fly  that  is  in  June  and  July  to  be  found  amongst  the  green  reed  growios  ?7 
the  water-side,  those  are  said  to  be  excellent  baits.  I  doubt  not  but  there  be  "''^r 
others,  that  both  the  Bream  and  the  Carp  also  would  bite  at :  but  these,  time  and  cx^ 
ence  will  teach  you  how  to  find  out.  And  so  having  according  to  my  promise  p*^ 
jrou  these  short  observations  concerning  the  Bream,  I  shall  also  give  you  some  obs*''** 
tions  concerning  the  Tench,  and  those  also  very  briefly." 

♦  The  Bream  is  a  native  of  many  parts  of  Europe,  inhabiUng  the  larger  kind  of  l^*** 
still  rivers,  &c.,  and  is  sometimes  seen  even  in  the  Caspian  Sea.  See  Skemft  Zvm^' 
vol.  V.  part  i.  p.  196.— E. 


Digitized 


by  Google 


Digitized 


by  Google 


Digitized 


by  Google 


CHAP.  X.]  THE  FOURTH  DA  Y.  149 

ible  as  the  resurrection  to  an  atheist :  but  it  may  win  something, 
in  point  of  believing  it,  to  him  that  considers  the  breeding  or 
renovation  of  the  silkworm,  and  of  many  insects.  And  that  is 
considerable,  which  Sir  Francis  Bacon  observes  in  his  "  History 
of  Life  and  Death,"  fol.  20,  that  there  be  some  herbs  that  die  and 
spring  every  year,  and  some  endure  longer. 

But  though  some  do  not,  yet  the  French  esteem  this  fish  highly ; 
and  to  that  end  have  this  proverb,  "  He  that  hath  Breams  in  his 
pond,  is  able  to  bid  his  friend  welcome  ;  "  and  it  is  noted,  that  the 
best  part  of  a  Bream  is  his  belly  and  head.* 

Some  say  that  Breams  and  Roaches  will  mix  their  eggs  and 
melt  together ;  and  so  there  is  in  many  places  a  bastard  breed  of 
Breams,  that  never  come  to  be  either  large  or  good,  but  very 
numerous. 

The  baits  good  to  catch  this  Bream  are  many.  First,  paste 
made  of  brown  bread  and  honey  ;  gentles  ;  or  the  brood  of  wasps 
that  be  young,  and  then  not  unlike  gentles,  and  should  be  hard- 
ened in  an  oven,  or  dried  on  a  tile  before  the  fire  to  make  them 
tough.  Or,  there  is  at  the  root  of  docks,  or  flags,  or  rushes,  in 
watery  places,  a  worm  not  unlike  a  maggot,  at  which  Tench  f 
will  bite  freely.  Or  he  will  bite  at  a  grasshopper  with  his  legs 
nipt  off,  in  June  and  July  ;  or  at  several  flies,  under  water,  which 
may  be  found  on  flags  that  grow  near  to  the  water-side.  I  doubt 
not  but  that  there  be  many  other  baits  that  are  good  ;  but  I  will 
turn  them  all  into  this  most  excellent  one,  either  for  a  Carp  or 
Bream,  in  any  river  or  mere  :  it  was  given  to  me  by  a  most 
honest  and  excellent  angler ;  *  and  hoping  you  will  prove  both,  I 
will  impart  it  to  you. 

Variation.]    ♦  by  a  most  excellent  angler,  as  good. — 2d  edit. 

•  The  Breara  seems  formerly  to  have  been  a  favourite  fish  in  England.  Sir  William 
I)u(;dale  has  preserved  a  curious  instance  of  the  g^at  price,  at  least  in  the  interior  parts 
of  the  kingdom,  which  it  bore  as  lone  ago  as  the  7th  year  of  Henry  V.,  when  it  was 
rated  at  aod.  And  he  informs  us,  in  the  32d  Hen.  VI.  i^^  "  A  Pye  of  four  of  them, 
in  the  expences  of  two  men  employed  for  three  days  in  talcing  them,  in  baking  them,  in 
flour,  in  spices,  and  conveying  it  from  Sutton  in  Warwickshire,  to  the  Earl  of  Warwick, 
at  Mydlam  in  the  North  Country,  cost  xv}».  ij*" — Antiquities  of  Watwickthire^  p. 

In  the  Pithy,  Profitable,  and  Pleasant  Workes  of  Maister  Skelton,  Poet  Laureat  to 
Henry  VIII.,  the  following  occurs  :— 

**  In  the  middes  a  cundite,  that  curiously  was  cast 
With  pypes  of  golde,  engushyng  out  streames 
Of  cristall,  the  clerenes  uiese  waters  far  past 
Enswimmyng  with  roches,  barbils,  and  breames 
Whose  skales  ensilured  again  the  son  beames 
Englistred  :  that  ioyous  it  was  to  boholde 
Than  farthcrmore  about  me  my  sight  I  reuolde." 

CrotuH  o/LaurtUy  p.  30,  ed.  1736. 
t  Sic  in  the  ucond^  thirds  fourth,  voji  fifth  editions ;  but  it  is  evident  from  the  con- 
text that  Piscator  is  speaking  of  Bream. 
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1.  Let  your  bait  be  as  big  a  red  worm  as  you  can  find,  without 
a  knot :  get  a  pint  or  quart  of  them  in  an  evening,  in  gardoi- 
walks,  or  chalky  commons,  after  a  shower  of  rain ;  and  put  them 
with  clean  moss  well  washed  and  picked,  and  the  water  squeezed 
out  of  the  moss  as  dry  as  you  can,  into  an  earthen  pot  or  pipkin 
set  dry ;  and  change  the  moss  fresh  every  three  or  four  days,  for 
three  weeks  or  a  month  together ;  then  your  bait  will  be  at  the 
best,  for  it  will  be  clear  and  lively. 

2.  Having  thus  prepared  your  baits,  get  your  tackling  ready 
and  fitted  for  this  sport  Take  three  long  angling-rods  ;  and  as 
many  and  more  silk,  or  silk  and  hair,  lines  ;  and  as  many  laige 

swan  or  goosequill  floats.  Then  take  a  piece  of  lead 
made  after  this  manner,  and  fasten  them  to  the  low  ends 
of  your  lines :  then  fasten  your  link-hook  also  to  the  lead; 
and  let  there  be  about  a  foot  or  ten  inches  between  the 
lead  and  the  hook  :  but  be  sure  the  lead  be  heavy  enough  to  sink 
the  float  or  quill,  a  little  under  the  water ;  and  not  the  quill  to 
bear  up  the  lead,  for  the  lead  must  lie  on  the  ground.  Note  that 
your  link  next  the  hook  may  be  smaller  than  the  rest  of  your  line, 
if  you  dare  adventure,  for  fear  of  taking  the  Pike  or  Perch,  who 
will  assuredly  visit  your  hooks,  till  they  be  taken  out,  as  I  will 
show  you  afterwards,  before  either  Carp  or  Bream  will  come  near 
to  bite.  Note  also  that  when  the  worm  is  well  baited,  it  will 
crawl  up  and  down  as  far  as  the  lead  will  give  leave,  which  much 
enticeth  the  fish  to  bite  without  suspicion. 

3.  Having  thus  prepared  your  baits,  and  fitted  your  tadding, 
repair  to  the  river,  where  you  have  seen  them  swim  in  skulls  or 
shoals,  in  the  summer-time,  in  a  hot  afternoon,  about  three  or 
four  of  the  clock  ;  and  watch  their  going  forth  of  their  deep  holes, 
and  returning,  which  you  may  well  discern,  for  they  return  about 
four  of  the  clock,  most  of  them  seeking  food  at  the  bottom,  yet 
one  or  two  will  lie  on  the  top  of  the  water,  rolling  and  tumbling 
themselves,  whilst  the  rest  are  under  him  at  the  bottom  ;  and  so 
you  shall  perceive  him  to  keep  sentinel:  then  mark  where  he 
plays  most  and  stays  longest,  which  commonly  is  in  the  broadest 
and  deepest  place  of  the  river ;  and  there,  or  near  thereabouts,  at 
a  clear  bottom  and  a  convenient  landing-place,  take  one  of  your 
angles  ready  fitted  as  aforesaid,  and  sound  the  bottom,  which 
should  be  about  eight  or  ten  feet  deep  ;  two  yards  from  the  bank 
is  best.  Then  consider  with  yourself,  whether  that  water  will 
rise  or  fall  by  the  next  morning,  by  reason  of  any  water-mills 
near ;  and,  according  to  your  discretion,  take  the  depth  of  the 


Digitized 


by  Google 


CHAP.  X.]  THE  FOURTH  DA  K  151 

place,  where  you  mean  after  to  cast  your  ground-bait,  and  to  fish, 
to  half  an  inch ;  that  the  lead  lying  on  or  near  the  ground-bait, 
the  top  of  the  float  may  only  appear  upright  half  an  inch  above 
the  water. 

Thus  you  having  found  and  fitted  for  the  place  and  depth 
thereof,  Uien  go  home  and  prepare  your  ground-bait,  which  is, 
next  to  the  fruit  of  your  laboiurs,  to  be  regarded. 

The  Ground-Bait. 

You  shall  take  a  peck,  or  a  peck  and  a  half,  according  to  the 
greatness  of  the  stream  and  deepness  of  the  water,  where  you 
mean  to  angle,  of  sweet  gross-ground  barley-malt ;  and  boil  it  in 
a  kettle,  one  or  two  warms  is  enough  :  then  strain  it  through  a 
hag  into  a  tub,  the  liquor  whereof  hath  often  done  my  horse  muc}i 
good ;  and  when  the  bag  and  malt  is  near  cold,  take  it  down  to 
the  water-side,  about  eight  or  nine  of  the  clock  in  the  evening,  and 
not  before  :  cast  in  two  parts  of  your  ground-bait,  squeezed  hard 
between  both  your  hands  ;  it  will  sink  presently  to  the  bottom  ; 
and  be  sure  it  may  rest  in-  the  very  place  where  you  mean  to 
angle  :  if  the  stream  run  hard,  or  move  a  little,  cast  your  malt 
in  handfuls  a  little  the  higher,  upwards  the  stream.  You  may, 
between  your  hands,  close  the  malt  so  fast  in  handfuls  that  th^^ 
water  will  hardly  part  it  with  the  fall. 

Your  ground  thus  baited,  and  tackling  fitted,  leave  your  bag, 
with  the  rest  of  your  tackling  and  ground-bait,  near  the  sporting- 
place  all  night ;  and  in  the  morning,  about  three  or  four  of  the 
clock,  visit  the  water-side,  but  not  too  near,  for  they  have  a  cun- 
ning watchman,  and  are  watchful  themselves  too. 

Then,  gently  take  one  of  your  three  rods,  and  bait  your  hook  ; 
casting  it  over  your  ground-bait,  and  gently  and  secretly  draw  it 
to  you  till  the  lead  rests  about  the  middle  of  the  ground-bait 

Then  take  a  second  rod,  and  cast  in  about  a  yard  above,  and 
your  third  a  yard  below  the  first  rod ;  and  stay  the  rods  in  the 
ground ;  but  go  yourself  so  far  fi"om  the  water-side,  that  you 
perceive  nothing  but  the  top  of  the  floats,  which  you  must  watch 
most  diligently.  Then  when  you  have  a  bite,  you  shall  perceive 
the  top  of  your  float  to  sink  suddenly  into  the  water  :  yet,  never- 
theless, be  not  too  hasty  to  run  to  your  rods,  until  you  see  that 
the  line  goes  clear  away ;  then  creep  to  the  water-side,  and  give 
as  much  line  as  possibly  you  can  :  if  it  be  a  good  Carp  or  Bream, 
they  will  go  to  the  farther  side  of  the  river :  then  strike  gently, 
and  hold  your  rod  at  a  bent,  a  little  while  ;  but  if  you  both  piiU 
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together,  you  are  sure  to  lose  your  game,  for  either  your  line,  or 
hooky  or  hold,  will  break  :  and  after  you  have  overcome  them, 
they  will  make  noble  sport,  and  are  very  shy  to  be  landed.  The 
Carp  is  far  stronger  and  more  mettlesome  than  the  Bream. 

Much  more  is  to  be  observed  in  this  kind  of  fish  and  fishing, 
but  it  is  fiatr  fitter  for  experience  and  discourse  than  paper.  Only, 
thus  much  is  necessary  for  you  to  know,  and  to  be  mindful  and 
careful  of,  that  if  the  Pike  or  Perch  do  breed  in  that  river,  they 
will  be  sure  to  bite  first,  and  must  first  be  taken.  And  for  the 
most  part  they  are  very  large ;  and  will  repair  to  your  ground- 
bait,  not  that  they  will  eat  of  it,  but  will  feed  and  sport  them> 
selves  among  the  young  fiy  that  gather  about  and  hover  over  the 
bait. 

The  way  to  discern  the  Pike  and  to  take  him,  if  you  mistmst 
your  Bream-hook,  for  I  have  taken  a  Pike  a  yard  long  several 
times  at  my  Bream-hooks,  and  sometimes  he  hath  had  the  luck 
to  share  my  line,  may  be  thus  : — 

Take  a  small  Bleak,  or  Roach,  or  Gudgeon,  and  bait  it ;  and 
set  it,  alive,  among  your  rods,  two  feet  deep  from  the  cork,  with 
a  little  red  worm  on  the  point  of  the  hook  :  then  take  a  few 
crumbs  of  white  bread,  or  some  of  the  ground-bait,  and  sprinkle 
it  gently  amongst  your  rods.  If  Mr  Pike  be  there,  then  the  little 
fish  will  skip  out  of  the  water  at  his  appearance,  but  the  live-set 
bait  is  sure  to  be  taken. 

Thus  continue  your  sport  from  four  in  the  morning  till  eight, 
and  if  it  be  a  gloomy  windy  day,  they  will  bite  all  day  long  :  but 
this  is  too  long  to  stand  to  your  rods,  at  one  place ;  and  it  wiU 
spoil  your  evening  sport  that  day,  which  is  this. 

About  four  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon  repair  to  your  baited 
place ;  and  as  soon  as  you  come  to  the  water-side,  cast  in  one- 
half  of  the  rest  of  your  ground-bait,  and  stand  off;  then  whilst 
the  fish  are  gathering  together,  for  there  they  will  most  certainly 
come  for  their  supper,  you  may  take  a  pipe  of  tobacco  :  and  then, 
in  with  your  three  rods,  as  in  the  morning.  You  will  find  excellent 
sport  that  evening,  till  eight  of  the  clock  :  then  cast  in  the  residue 
of  your  ground-bait,  and  next  morning,  by  four  of  the  clock,  visit 
them  again  for  four  hours,  which  is  the  best  sport  of  all ;  and 
after  that,  let  them  rest  till  you  and  your  friends  have  a  mind  to 
more  sport. 

From  St  James's-tide  uiitil  Bartholomew-tide  is  the  best ;  when 
they  have  had  all  tlie  summer's  food,  they  are  the  fattest. 

Observe,  lastly,  that  after  three  or  four  days'  fishing  together, 
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your  game  will  be  very  shy  and  wary,  and  you  shall  hardly  get 
above  a  bite  or  two  at  a  baiting  :  then  your  only  way  is  to  desist 
from  your  sport,  about  two  or  three  days  :  and  in  the  mean  time, 
on  the  place  you  late  baited,  and  again  intend  to  bait,  you  shall 
take  a  turf  of  green  but  short  grass,  as  big  or  bigger  than  a  round 
trencher ;  to  the  top  of  this  turf,  on  the  green  side,  you  shall,  with 
a  needle  and  grec;p  thread,  fasten  one  by  one,  as  many  little  red 
-worms  as  will  near  cover  all  the  turf :  then  take  a  round  board 
or  trencher,  make  a  hole  in  the  middle  thereof,  and  through  the 
turf  placed  on  the  board  or  trencher,  with  a  string  or  cord  as  long 
as  is  fitting,  tied  to  a  pole,  let  it  down  to  the  bottom  of  the  water, 
for  the  fish  to  feed  upon  without  disturbance  about  two  or  three 
days ;  and  after  that  you  have  drawn  it  away,  you  may  fall  to, 
and  enjoy  your  former  recreation.  B.  A. 

PiSCATOR.     The  Tench,  the  physician  of  fishes,  is  observed  to 

love  ponds  better  than  rivers,  and  to  love  pits  better  than  either  : 

Chap.  XI.        Y^^   Camden  observes,  there  is  a  river  in  Dorset- 

On  the  Tench,     shire  that   abounds  with  Tenches,  but  doubtless 

they  retire  to  the  most  deep  and  quiet  places  in  it. 

This  fish  hath  very  large  fins,  very  small  and  smooth  scales,  a 
red  circle  about  his  eyes,  which  are  big  and  of  a  gold  colour,  and 
from  either  angle  of  his  mouth  there  hangs  down  a  little  barb. 
In  every  Tench's  head  there  are  two  little  stones  which  foreign 
physicians  make  great  use  of,  but  he  is  not  commended  for  whole- 
some meat,*  though  there  be  very  much  use  made  of  them  for 
outward  applications.  Rondeletius  says,  that  at  his  being  at 
Kome,  he  saw  a  great  cure  done  by  applying  a  Tench  to  the  feet 
of  a  very  sick  man.  This,  he  says,  was  done  after  an  unusual 
manner,  by  certain  Jews.  And  it  is  observed  that  many  of  those 
people  have  many  secrets  yet  unknown  to  Christians  ;  secrets  that 
have  never  yet  been  written,  but  have  been  since  the  days  of  their 
Solomon,  who  knew  the  nature  of  all  things,  even  from  the  cedar 
to  the  shrub,  delivered  by  tradition,  from  the  father  to  the  son, 
and  so  from  generation  to  generation,  without  writing ;  or,  unless 

•  The  following  directions  for  dressing  the  Tench,  as  practised  in  the  fourteenth 
century,  »  taken  from  the  Harleian  MS.  No.  279,  fo.  18  b  :  '*  Tenche  in  bruette.  Take 
the  Tenche  an  sethe  hem  and  roste  hem,  an  grvnde  pcpir,  an  safroun,  bred  and  ale,  and 
tempere  wyth  the  brothe  an  boyle  it,  then  take  the  Tenche  y  roslyd  an  ley  hym  on  a 
chafzeoure,  than  lay  on  the  sewe  above. 

•*  Tenche  in  eyncye.  Take  a^  Tenche  an  skalde  hym,  roste  hym,  grjmde  pepir  an 
safroun,  brede  an  ale,  and  messe  it  to  gederys,  take  onyonys,  hakke  hem  an  frye  hem  in 
oyle,  and  do  hem  thereto  and  messe  hem  forth. 

"  Tenche  in  sawce.  Take  a  Tenche  whan  he  is  y  sothe,  and  ley  hym  on  a  dysshe, 
take  percely  and  onyonys  and  mynce  hem  to  gederys,  take  ponder  pepir  and  canelle  and 
straw  thereon,  uke  vynegre  an  caste  safroun  thereon,  an  coloure  it  an  lerve  it  forth 
whanne  all  colde." 
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it  were  casually,  without  the  least  communicating  them  to  any 
other  nation  or  tribe  ;  for  to  do  that  they  account  a  profanation. 
And,  yet,  it  is  thought  that  they,  or  some  spirit  worse  than  they, 
first  told  us,  that  lice,  swallowed  alive,  were  a  certain  cure  for  the 
yellow  jaundice.  This,  and  many  other  medicines,  were  discovered 
by  them,  or  by  revelation ;  for,  doubtless,  we  attained  them  not 
by  study.5 

Well,  this  fish,  besides  his  eating,  is  very  useful,  both  dead  and 
alive,  for  the  good  of  mankind.  But  I  will  meddle  no  more  with 
that,  my  honest,  humble  art  teaches  no  such  boldness :  there  are 
too  many  foolish  meddlers  in  physic  and  divinity  that  think 
themselves  fit  to  meddle  with  hidden  secrets,  and  so  bring  de- 
struction to  their  followers.  But  111  not  meddle  with  them,  any 
farther  than  to  wish  them  wiser ;  and  shall  tell  you  next,  for  I 
hope  I  nlay  be  so  bold,  that  the  Tench  is  the  physician  of  fishes, 
for  the  Pike  especially,  and  that  the  Pike,  being  either  sick  or 
hurt,  is  cured  by  the  touch  of  the  Tench,  And  it  is  obser\-ed 
that  the  tyrant  Pike  will  not  be  a  wolf  to  his  physician,  but  for- 
bears to  devour  him  though  he  be  never  so  hungry.* 

This  fish,  that  carries  a  natural  balsam  in  him  to  cure  both 
himself  and  others,  loves  yet  to  feed  in  very  foul  water,  and 

VARIATION. 

&  The  observations  on  the  Tench  originally  appeared  in  very  different  fotm,  bot  wiik 
the  exception  of  the  passage  begionins  "and  yet  it  is  thought,"  and  endin|  "not  by 
study,"  were  altered  as  in  the  text  in  the  sicond  edition.  The  passage  alluded  to  was 
inserted  in  the  third  and  subsequent  editions.  1\i<tjirxt  edition  ran  thus :  "  The  Tcodi 
is  observed  to  love  to  live  in  ponds:  but  if  he  be  in  a  river,  then  in  the  still  places  of  the 
river ;  he  is  observed  to  be  a  physician  to  other  fishes,  and  is  so  called  by  many  that  havk 
been  searchers  into  the  nature  of  fish  :  and  it  is  said  that  a  pike  will  neither  devour  ncr 
hurt  him,  because  the  pike  being  sick  or  hurt  by  any  accident,  is  cured  by  touching  the 
Tench,  and  the  Tench  does  the  like  to  other  fishes,  either  by  touching  them  or  by  being 
in  their  company. 

**  Rondcletius  says  in  his  di^ourse  of  fishes,  quoted  by  Gesner,  that  at  his  being  at 
Rome,  he  saw  certain  Jews  apply  Tenches  to  the  leet  of  a  sick  man  for  a  cure  :  and  it  is 
observed,  that  many  of  those  people  have  many  secrets  unknown  to  Christians,  secrets 
which  have  never  been  written,  but  have  been  successively,  since  the  days  of  Solomon, 
who  knew  the  nature  of  all  things  from  the  shrub  to  the  cedar,  delivered  by  tradition 
from  the  father  to  the  son.  and  so  from  generation  to  generation  without  writing  or 
unless  it  were  casually,  without  the  least  communicating  them  to  amy  other  nation  or 
tribe,  for  to  do  so,  they  account  a  prophanation  :  yet  this  fish  that  does  by  a  natural 
inhn^i  balsam,  not  only  cure  himself  if  he  be  wounded,  but  others  alM>,  love«  not  to  live 
in  clear  streams  paved  with  gravel,  but  in  standing  waters  where  mud  and  the  wor»t  of 
weeds  abound,  and  therefore  it  is  I  think,  that  this  Tench  is  by  so  many  accounted  better 
for  medicines  than  for  meat :  but  for  the  first  I  am  able  to  say  little,  and  for  the  Utter, 
can  say  positively,  that  he  eats  pleasantly,  and  will  therefore  give  you  a  few  and  but  a 
few  directions  how  to  catch  him. 

"  He  will  bite  at  a  paste,"  &c.,  as  in  the  text. 

•  That  this  idea  prevailed  nearly  a  century  before  the  time  when  Walton  wrote, 
appears  by  the  following  extract  from  Lord  Burleigh's  Papers :  *'  The  perche  and  the 
pike  will  agree  best  together,  and  the  pike  will  not  hurt  the  tenche,  as  being  the 
physician  of  all  freshe*water  fishe." — Bnrleigh  Papers,  Lansd.  MS.  loi,  art  9. 
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amongst  weeds.  And  yet,  I  am  sure,  he  cats  pleasantly,  and, 
doubtless,  you  will  think  so  too,  if  you  taste  him.  And  I  shall 
therefore  proceed  to  give  you  some  few,  and  but  a  few,  directions 
how  to  catch  this  Tench,  of  which  I  have  given  you  these 
observations. 

He  will  bite  at  a  paste  made  of  brown  bread  and  honey,  or 
at  a  marsh-worm  or  a  lob-worm ;  he  inclines  very  much  to  any 
paste  with  which  tar  is  mixt,  and  he  will  bite  also  at  a  smaller 
worm  with  his  head  nipped  off,  and  a  cod-worm  put  on  the  hook 
before  that  worm.  And  I  doubt  not  but  that  he  will  also,  in  the 
three  hot  months,  for  in  the  nine  colder  he  stirs  not  much,  bite  at 
a  flag-worm,  or  at  a  green  gentle ;  but  can  positively  say  no  more 
of  the  Tench,*  he  being  a  fish  I  have  not  often  angled  for  ;  but 
I  wish  my  honest  scholar  may,  and  be  ever  fortimate  when  he 
fishes.^ 

PiSCATOR.  The  Perch  is  a  very  good,  and  a  very  bold  biting 
fish.  He  is  one  of  the  fishes  of  prey  that,  like  the  Pike  and 
Chap.  XII.  Trout,  carries  his  teeth  in  his  mouth,  which  is  very 
On  the  Perch,  large :  ^  and  he  dare  venture  to  kill  and  devour 
several  other  kinds  of  fish.  He  has  a  hooked  or  hog  back,  which 
is  armed  with  sharp  and  stiff  bristles,  and  all  his  skin  armed,  or 
covered  over  with  thick  dry  hard  scales,  and  hath,  which  few 

VARIATIONS. 

•  Here,  in  theyfr*/  edition^  the  dialogue  is  continued  thus  : — 

Viator.    I  thank  you,  good  master :  out  I  pray,  sir,  since  you  see  it  still  rains  May< 
biitter,  give  me  some  observations  and  directions  concerning  the  Perch,  for  they  say  he 
i^  both  a  very  good  and  a  bold  biting  fish,  and  I  would  fain  learn  to  fish  for  him. 
Piscator.    You  say  true,  scholar,  the  Perch  is  a  very  good,  &c 
'  In  the^rr/  edition,  in  lieu  of  **  which  is  very  largc,*^the  words  "  not  in  his  throat** 
occur. 

*  The  haunts  of  Tench  are  nearly  the  same  with  those  of  the  Carp.  They  delight 
more  in  ponds  than  in  rivers ;  and  lie  under  weeds,  near  sluices,  and  at  pond-heads. 
They  spawn  about  the  beginning  of  July  ;  and  are  best  in  season  from  the  beginning  of 
September  to  the  end  of  May.  They  will  bite  all  the  hot  months ;  but  are  best  uken 
in  April  and  May.  There  are  no  better  baits  for  this  fish  than  a  middle-sized  lob-worm, 
*k  '^'^<''™»  ^®^'  scoured  ;  a  gentle  ;  a  young  wasp-grub,  boiled ;  or  a  green  worm 
shook  from  the  boughs  of  a  tree.  Use  a  strong  grass,  or  gut ;  and  a  goose-^uill  float 
without  a  cork,  except  in  rivers,  where  the  cork  is  always  to  be  prefer^.  Fish  very 
"«*»' the  ground  :  and  if  you  bait  with  gentles,  throw  in  a  few  at  the  taking  every  fish, 
*|"ch  wiU  draw  them  to  your  hook,  and  keep  them  together. — H. 

The  Tench  appears  to  be  a  native  of  most  parts  of  the  globe.  Its  general  length  is 
about  twelve  or  fourteen  inches,  but,  like  most  other  fishes,  it  is  occasionally  found  of 
lar  greater  magnitude  ;  and  we  are  told  that  it  has  sometimes  been  found  to  measure  two 
S.'^**  fe«t  in  length,  and  to  weigh  no  less  than  eight,  ten,  or  even  twenty  pounds.  See 
ahaw's  C«i.  ZooL  vol.  v.  part  i.  p.  3i4.~E.  In  cleansing  an  old  pond  at  Thomville 
*^oyaJ  m  Yorkshire,  in  1801,  there  was  discovered  under  some  roots  what  was  at  first 
«>njectured  to  be  an  otter.     It  proved,  however,  to  be  a  Tench  of  most  singular  form. 

*^ving  literally  assumed  the  shape  of  the  hole  in  which  he  had  of  course  been  for 
y»a»y  years  confined.  His  length  from  eye  to  fork  was  two  feet  nine  inches,  his  circum- 
^**S**  ?'™®*'  '®  *^®  ^'^t  **^®  '^'^  ^xt.^  inches ;  his  weight  eleven  pounds  nine  ounces, 
oec  Daniers  Rural  Sports^  vol.  iL  p.  263,  edit.  180a,  where  an  engraving  of  the  fish  is 
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other  fish  have,  two  fins  on  his  back.  He  is  so  bold  that  he  will 
invade  one  of  his  own  kind,  which  the  Pike  will  not  do  so  will- 
ingly ;  and  you  may,  therefore,  easily  believe  him  to  be  a  bold  biter. 

The  Perch  is  of  great  esteem  in  Italy,  saith  Aldrovandus :  and 
especially  the  least  are  there  esteemed  a  dainty  dish.  And  Gcsncr 
prefers  the  Perch  and  Pike  above  the  Trout,  or  any  fresh-water 
fish  :  he  says  the  Germans  have  this  proverb,  **  More  wholesome 
than  a  Perch  of  Rhine :"  and  he  says  the  River-Perch  is  so  whole- 
some that  physicians  allow  him  to  be  eaten  by  wounded  men,  or 
by  men  in  fevers,  or  by  women  in  childbed. 

He  spawns  but  once  a  year ;  and  is,  by  physicians,  held  very 
nutritive ;  yet,  by  many,  to  be  hard  of  digestion.  They  abound 
more  in  the  river  Po,  and  in  England,  says  Rondeletius,  than 
other  parts  :  and  have  in  their  brain  a  stone,  which  is,  in  foreign 
parts,  sold  by  apothecaries,  being  there  noted  to  be  very  medidn- 
able  against  the  stone  in  the  reins.  These  be  a  part  of  the  com- 
mendations which  some  philosophical  brains  have  bestowed  upon 
the  fresh-water  Perch  :  yet  they  commend  the  Sea-Perch,  which 
is  known  by  having  but  one  fin  on  his  back,  of  which  they  say  we 
English  see  but  a  few,  to  be  a  much  better  fish. 

The  Perch  grows  slowly,  yet  will  grow,  as  I  have  been  credibly 
informed,  to  be  almost  two  feet  long  ;  for  an  honest  informer  told 
me,  such  a  one  was  not  long  since  taken  by  Sir  Abraham  Williams, 
a  gentleman  of  worth,  and  a  brother  of  the  angle,  that  yet  lives, 
and  I  wish  he  may  :  this  was  a  deep-bodied  fish,  and  doubtless 
durst  have  devoured  a  Pike  of  half  his  own  length.  For  I  have 
told  you,  he  is  a  bold  fish  ;  such  a  one  as  but  for  extreme  hunger 
the  Pike  will  not  devour.  For  to  affright  the  Pike,  and  save  him- 
self, the  Perch  will  set  up  his  fins,  much  like  as  a  turkey-cock  will 
sometimes  s4t  up  his  taiL 

But,  my  scholar,  the  Perch  is  not  only  valiant  to  defend  him- 
self, but  he  is,  as  I  said,  a  bold-biting  fish :  yet  he  will  not  bite  at 
all  seasons  of  the  year  ;  he  is  very  abstemious  in  winter,  yet  will 
bite  then  in  the  midst  of  the  day,  if  it  be  warm  :  and  note,  that 
all  fish  bite  best  about  the  midst  of  a  warm  day  in  winter.  And 
he  hath  been  observed,  by  some,  not  usually  to  bite  till  the  mul- 
berry-tree buds ;  that  is  to  say,  till  extreme  frosts  be  past  the 
spring ;  for,  when  the  mulberry-tree  blossoms,  many  gardeners 
observe  their  forward  fruit  to  be  past  the  danger  of  frosts ;  and 
some  have  made  the  like  observation  of  the  Perch *s  biting. 

But  bite  the  Perch  will,  and  that  very  boldly.  And,  as  one 
has  wittily  observed,  if  there  be  twenty  or  forty  in  a  hole,  they 
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may  be,  at  one  standing,  all  catched  one  after  another;  they 
being,  as  he  says,  like  the  wicked  of  the  world,  not  afraid,  though 
their  fellows  and  companions  perish  in  their  sight.  And  you 
may  observe,  that  they  are  not  like  the  solitary  Pike,  but  love  to 
accompany  one  another,  and  march  together  in  troops. 

And  the  baits  for  this  bold  fish  are  not  many :  I  mean,  he  will 
bite  as  well  at  some,  or  at  any  of  these  three,  as  at  any  or  all 
others  whatsoever ;  a  worm,  a  minnow,  or  a  little  frog,  of  which 
you  may  find  many  in  hay-time.  And  of  worms  ;  the  dunghill 
worm  called  a  brandling  I  take  to  be  best,  being  well  scoured  in 
moss  or  fennel ;  or  he  will  bite  at  a  worm  that  lies  under  cow- 
dung,  with  a  bluish  head.  And  if  you  rove  for  a  Perch  with  a 
minnow,  then  it  is  best  to  be  alive  ;  you  sticking  your  hook 
through  his  back  fin ;  or  a  minnow  with  the  hook  in  his  upper 
lip,  and  letting  him  swim  up  and  down,  about  mid-water,  or  a 
little  lower,  and  you  still  keeping  him  to  about  that  depth  by  a 
cork,  which  ought  not  to  be  a  very  little  one  :  and  the  like  way 
you  are  to  fish  for  the  Perch  with  a  small  frog,  your  hook  being 
fastened  through  the  skin  of  his  leg,  towards  the  upper  part  of 
it  :  and,  lastly,  I  will  give  you  but  this  advice,  that  you  give  the 
Perch  time  enough  when  he  bites  ;  for  there  was  scarce  ever  any 
angler  that  has  given  him  too  much,*  And  now  I  think  best 
to  rest  myself;  for  I  have  almost  spent  my  spirits  with  talking 
so  long. 

Venator.  Nay,  good  master,  one  fish  more,  for  you  see  it 
/ains  still :  and  you  know  our  angles  are  like  money  put  to  usury  ; 
they  may  thrive,  though  we  sit  still,  and  do  nothing  but  talk  and 
enjoy  one  another.     Come,  come,  the  other  fish,  good  master. 

PiSCATOR.  But,  scholar,  have  you  nothing  to  mix  with  this 
discourse,  which  now  grows  both  tedious  and  tiresome  ?     Shall  I 

•  Although  Perch,  like  Trout,  delight  in  clear  swift  rivers,  with  pebbly,  gravelly 
bottoms,  they  are  often  found  in  sandy^  clayev  soils :  they  love  a  moderately  deep  water, 
and  frequent  holes  by  the  sides  of  or  near  little  streams,  and  the  hollows  under  banks. 


The  Ferch  spawns  about  the  beginning  of  March  :  the  best  time  of  the  year  to  anoje 
for  him  v^  from  the  beginning  of  May  till  the  end  of  June,  vet  you  may  continue  to  hsh 
for  him  till  the  end  of  September :  he  is  best  taken  in  cloudy  windy  weather.    Other 


baits  for  the  Perch  are,  loaches,  miller's-thumbs,  sticklebacks ;  lob,  marsh,  and  red 
worms.  When  you  rove  for  Perch  with  a  minnow  or  other  small  fish,  use  a  large  cork 
floaL  and  lead  your  line  about  nine  inches  from  the  bottom,  otherwise  the  bait  wUl  come 
to  the  top  of  the  water ;  but  in  the  ordinary  way  of  fishing,  let  your  bait  hang  within 
about  six  inches  from  the  ground. — H. 

Pennant  mentions  a  Perch  that  was  taken  in  the  Serpentine  river,  Hyde  Park,  that 
weighed  nine  poimds.     He  also  mentions  a  very  singular  variety  of  the  Perch  ;  the  back 

Jiuite  huncheo,  and  the  lower  part  of  the  backbone,  next  the  tail,  strangely  distorted, 
ound  in  a  lake  called  Llyn  Raithlyn,  in  Merionethshire.  **  They  are  not  peculiar  to  this 
water,  for  Linnaeus  (he  adds)  takes  notice  of  a  similar  variety  found  at  Fahlun,  in  his 
own  country.  I  have  also  heard  that  it  is  to  be  met  with  in  the  Thames,  near  Marlow." 
— E.    Brit.  Zooiogyt  vol.  ill  p.  224,  edit.  17761 
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have  nothing  from  you,  that  seem  to  have  both  a  good  memory 
and  a  cheerful  spirit  ? 

Venator.  Yes,  master,  I  will  speak  you  a  copy  of  verses  that 
were  made  by  Doctor  Donne,  and  made  to  show  the  world  that  he 
could  make  soft  and  smooth  verses,  when  he  thought  smoothness 
worth  his  labour  :  ^  and  I  love  them  the  better,  because  they 
allude  to  Rivers,  and  Fish  and  Fishing.     They  be  these  :  * — 

Come,  live  with  me,  and  be  my  love,  And  if  mine  e>[es  have  leave  to  see. 

And  we  will  some  new  pleasures  prove*  I  need  not  their  light,  having  thee. 

There  will  the  river  whisp'ring  run.  Or  treacherously  poor  fish  beset 

Warm'd  by  thy  eyes  more  than  the  sun  ;  With  strangling  snares  or  windovy  net ; 

And  there  the  enaroerd  fish  will  sUy.«  Lc  coarse  bold  hands,  from  slimy  nest. 

Begging  themselves  they  may  betray,  ^he  bedded  fish  in  £ik«  our^ ; 

When  thou  wilt  swim  in  that  live  bath.  Let  curious  traitors  sleave  silk  flies 

Each  fish,  which  every  channel  hath.  To  'witch  poor  wand'ring  fiahei^  eyies^ 

Must  amorously  to  thee  will  swim,  p^,  ,t.^  ,i.«..  «««^«^» — ^u  a :• 

CUdder  .o ca.^  *«.  .h« .hou  hiou  f« S^  ^y™!?:^ *i°.^iS? 

If  thou,  to  be  so  seen,  beest  loath  That  fish  that  is  not  catcht  thereby. 

By  sun  or  moon,  thou  dark'nest  both ;  Is  wiser  far,  alas,  than  \.c 

PiSCATOR.  Well  remembered,  honest  scholar.  I  thank  you 
for  these  choice  verses;  which  I  have  heard  formerly,  but  had 
quite  forgot,  till  they  were  recovered  by  your  happy  memory. 
Well,  being  I  have  now  rested  myself  a  little,  I  will  make  you 
some  requital,  by  telling  you  some  observations  of  the  Eel ;  for 
it  rains  still :  and  because,  as  you  say,  our  angles  are  as  money 
put  to  use,  that  thrives  when  we  play,  therefore  weTl  sit  still,  and 
enjoy  ourselves  a  litde  longer  under  this  honeysuckle-hedge. 

PiSCATOR.  It  is  agreed  by  most  men,  that  the  Eel  is  a  most 
dainty  fish  :  •  the  Romans  have  esteemed  her  the  Helena  of 
their  feasts ;  and  some  the  queen  of  palate- 
Sie^^E^"^'  amf  pleasure.  But  most  men  differ  about  their  breed- 
^^^^^  sS**  ^*'  ^^^  •  ^®"^®  ^^y  ^^y  ^reed  by  generation,  as  other 
fish  do ;  and  others,  that  they  breed,  as  some 
worms  do,  of  mud ;  as  rats  and  mice,  and  many  other  living 
creatures,  are  bred  in  Egypt,  by  the  sun's  heat  when  it  shines 

VARIATIONS. 

8  when  he  thought  them  fit  and  worth  his  labour. — x*/  edit. 
•  that  the  Eel  is  both  a  good  and  a  most  dainty  fish.— i*i  tdit. 

*  As  has  been  observed  in  a  former  note,  this  song  is  an  imitation  of  the  one  by  Mar- 
lowe, which  the  Milkmaid  sung  to  Piscator  and  Venator  on  the  Third  Day.  See  page 
7^.  It  is  printed  among  Donne's  Poems,  ed.  1635,  p.  39,  with  the  foUowing  varia- 
tions:— 

a  And  there  th*  innamour'd  fish  Mrill  stay. 

b  Bewitch  i>oor  fishes  wandering  eyes. 

c  Alas,  is  wiser  far  than  I. 
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upon  the  overflowing  of  the  river  Nilus ;  or  out  of  the  putrefaction 
of  the  earth,  and  divers  other  ways.  Those  that  deny  them  to 
breed  by  generation,  as  other  fish  do,  ask,  If  any  man  ever  saw 
an  Eel  to  have  a  spawn  or  melt  ?  And  they  are  answered,  That 
they  may  be  as  certain  of  their  breeding  as  if  they  had  seen 
spawn ;  for  they  say,  that  they  are  certain  that  Eels  have  all 
parts  fit  for  generation,  like  other  fish,*  but  so  small  as  not  to 
be  easily  discerned,  by  reason  of  their  fatness  ;  but  that  discerned 
they  may  be ;  and  that  the  He  and  the  She  Eel  may  be  distin- 
guished by  their  fins.  And  Rondeletius  says,  he  has  seen  Eels 
cling  together  like  dew-worms. 

And  others  say,  that  Eels,  growing  old,  breed  other  Eels  out 
of  the  corruption  of  their  own  age;  which.  Sir  Francis  Bacon 
says,  exceeds  not  ten  years.  And  others  say,  that  as  pearls  are 
made  of  glutinous  dewdrops,  which  are  condensed  by  the  sun's 
heat  in  those  countries,  so  Eels  are  bred  of  a  particular  dew, 
falling  in  the  months  of  May  or  June  on  the  banks  of  some 
particular  ponds  or  rivers,  apted  by  nature  for  that  end ;  which 
in  a  few  days  are,  by  the  sun's  heat,  turned  into  Eels  :  and  some 
of  the  Ancients  have  called  the  Eels  that  are  thus  bred,  the  off- 
spring of  Jove.  I  have  seen,  in  the  beginning  of  July,  in  a  river 
not  far  from  Canterbury,  some  parts  of  it  covered  over  with  young 
Eels,  about  the  thickness  of  a  straw ;  and  these  Eels  did  lie  on 
the  top  of  that  water,  as  thick  as  motes  are  said  to  be  in  the  sun  : 
and  I  have  heard  the  like  of  other  rivers,  as,  namely,  in  Severn, 
where  they  are  called  Yelvers ;  and  in  a  pond,  or  mere  near  unto 
Staffordshire,  where,  about  a  set  time  in  summer,  such  small  Eels 
abound  so  much,  that  many  of  the  poorer  sort  of  people  that 
inhabit  near  to  it,  take  such  Eels  out  of  this  mere  with  sieves  or 
sheets ;  and  make  a  kind  of  Eel-cake  of  them,  and  eat  it  like  as 
bread.  And  Gesner  quotes  venerable  Bede,t  to  say,  that  in 
England  there  is  an  island  called  Ely,  by  reason  of  the  innumer- 
able number  of  Eels  that  breed  in  it  But  that  Eels  may  be  bred 
as  some  worms,  and  some  kind  of  bees  and  wasps  are,  either  of 
dew  or  out  of  the  corruption  of  the  earth,  seems  to  be  made 
probable  by  the  barnacles  and  young  goslings  bred  by  the  sun's 

*  That  fishes  are  furnished  with  parts  fit  for  generation  cannot  be  doubted,  since  it  is 
a  common  practice  to  castrate  them.  See  the  method  of  doing  it  in  Philos.  Trans.  voL 
xlviii.  part  li.  for  the  year  1754,  page  87o.-^H. 

t  The  most  tiniversal  scholar  of  his  time :  he  was  bom  at  Durham  about  671^  and 
wed  under  St  John  of  Beverley.  It  is  said  that  Pope  Sergius  the  First  invited  him  to 
Rome ;  though  others  say  he  never  stirred  out  of  his  cell.  He  was  a  man  of  great 
virtuet  and  remarkable  for  a  sweet  and  engaging  disposition  :  he  died  in  73^  and  lies 
miried  at  Durham.  His  works  make  eight  vommcs  in  folio.  See  his  Life  in  the 
Bifigrapkia  BrifanHica.-^lU 
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heat  and  the  rotten  planks  of  an  old  ship,  and  hatched  of  trees ; 
both  which  are  related  for  truths  by  Du  Bartas  and  Lobel,*  and 
also  by  our  learned  Camden,  and  laborious  Gerhard  f  in  his 
Herbal 

It  is  said  by  Rondeletius,  that  those  Eels  that  are  bred  in  riven 
that  relate  to  or  be  nearer  to  the  sea,  never  return  to  the  fresh 
waters,  as  the  Salmon  does  always  desire  to  do,  when  they  have 
once  tasted  the  salt  water ;  and  I  do  the  more  easily  bdieve  this, 
because  I  am  certain  that  powdered  beef  is  a  most  excell^it  bait  to 
catch  an  Eel.  And  though  Sir  Francis  Bacon  will  allow  the  Ed's 
life  to  be  but  ten  years,  yet  he,  in  his  "  History  of  Life  and  Death," 
mentions  a  Lamprey,  belonging  to  the  Roman  Emperor,  to  be 
made  tame,  and  so  kept  for  almost  threescore  years ;  and  that 
such  useful  and  pleasant  observations  were  made  of  this  Lam|ffey, 
that  Crassus  the  orator,  who  kept  her,  lamented  her  death ;  and 
we  read  in  Doctor  Hakewill,  that  Hortensius  was  seen  to  weep  at 
the  death  of  a  Lamprey  that  he  had  kept  long,  and  loved  exceed- 
ingly.! 

It  is  granted  by  all,  or  most  men,  that  Eds,  for  abc^xt  six 
months,  that  is  to  say,  the  six  cold  months  of  the  year,  stir  not  up 
or  down,  neither  in  the  rivers,  nor  in  the  pools  in  which  they  usually 
are,  but  get  into  the  soft  earth  or  mud ;  and  there  many  of  them 
together  bed  themselves,  and  Uve  without  feeding  upon  anything, 
as  I  have  told  you  some  swallows  have  been  observed  to  do  in 
hollow  trees,  for  those  six  cold  months.  And  this  the  Eel  and 
Swallow  do,  as  not  being  able  to  endure  winter  weather :  for 
Gesner  quotes  Albertus  to  say,  that  in  the  year  1125,  that  year's 
winter  being  more  cold  than  usually,  Eels  did,  by  nature's  instinct, 
get  out  of  the  water  into  a  stack  of  hay  in  a  meadow  upon  dry 

*  Matthias  at  Lobei^  or  VObeU  an  eminent  physician  and  botanist  of  the  siztoentli  ccb* 
tury,  was  a  native  of  Lisle  in  Flanders.  He  was  a  disciple  of  Rondcletius ;  and  beat; 
invited  to  London,  by  King  James  the  First,  published  there  his  Historia  Plantanm, 
and  died  in  the  year  1616.  Vide  Hoflfraanni  Ltxicon  Umivertate^  art.  "Matthias 
Lobelius.**  This  work  is  entitled  Plantamm  seu  Stir^ium  Hittoria^  and  was  first  pab- 
li^ed  at  Antwerp  in  1576,  and  republished  at  London  m  1605.  He  was  author  likewise 
of  two  other  works ;  the  former  of  which  has  for  its  title  Balsamic  O^abtdiatm,  Car^ 
bnhami,  et  Xylobalsami^  cnm  sho  cortice,  Explanatio.  Lond.  1598 ;  and  tltt  latter, 
Stirfium  lUustrationgs.     Lond.  1655. — H. 

t  The  person  here  mentioned  is  yohn  Gerard^  one  of  the  first  of  our  English  botanists : 
he  was  by  profession  a  siu^eon  ;  and  publi^ed*  in  1597,  an  Herbal^  in  a  large  folio, 
dedicated  to  the  Lord-Treasurer  Burleigh  ;  and,  two  years  after,  a  Catatogiu  ofPUmts^ 
Herbs,  &*c.,  to  the  number  of  eleven  hundred,  raised  and  naturalised  by  himself  in  a  brw 
garden  near  his  house  in  Holborn.     The  latter  is  dedicated  to  Sir  Walter  Raleigh.— M. 

t  Walton,  page  119,  has  cited  from  Pliny  an  instance  of  the  fondness  of  Antonia  for  a 
tame  Lamprey.  Cr.  ssus  was,  for  this  his  pusillanimity,  reproached  in  the  Senate  oi 
Rome  by  Domitius  in  these  words :  "  Foolish  Crassus  !  you  wept  for  your  Murfn»^  tx 
Lamprey.  **  That  is  more,"  retorted  Crassus,  "  than  you  did  for  your  two  wives."  Low 
Bacon's  Apothtgrns,—^. 
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ground  ;  *  and  there  bedded  diemselves :  but  yet,  at  last,  a  frost 
killed  them.^  And  our  Gunden  relates,  that,  in  Lancashire,  fishes 
were  digged  out  of  the  earth  with  spades,  where  no  water  was 
near  to  the  piace.f  I  shall  say  little  more  of  the  Eel,  but  that, 
as  it  is  observed  he  is  impatient  of  cold,  so  it  hath  been  observed, 
that  in  warm  weather,  an  Eel  has  been  known  to  live  five  days 
out  of  the  water. 

And  lastly,  let  me  tell  you,  that  some  curious  searchers  into  the 
natures  of  fish  observe,  that  there  be  several  sorts  or  kinds  of  Eels ; 
as  the  silver  Eel,  and  green  or  greenish  Eel,  with  which  the  river 
of  Thames  abounds,  and  those  are  called  Grigs ;  and  a  blackish 
Eel,  whose  head  is  more  flat  and  bigger  than  ordinary  Eels  ;  and 
also  an  Eel  whose  fins  are  reddish,  and  but  seldom  taken  in  this 
nation,  and  yet  taken  sometimes.  These  several  kinds  of  Eels 
are,  say  some,  diversely  bred ;  as,  namely,  out  of  the  corruption 
of  the  earth ;  and  some  by  dew,  and  other  ways,  as  I  have  said 
to  you :  and  yet  it  is  affirmed  by  some  for  a  certain,  that  the 
silver  Eel  is  bred  by  generation,  but  not  by  spawning  as  other  fish 
.  do ;  but  that  her  brood  come  alive  from  her,  being  then  little  live 
Eels  no  bigger  nor  longer  than  a  pin  ;  and  I  have  had  too  many 
testimonies  of  this  to  doubt  the  truth  of  it  myself;  and  if  I  thought 
it  needful,  I  might  prove  it,  but  I  think  it  is  needless. 

And  this  Eel,  of  which  I  have  said  so  much  to  you,  may  be 
caught  with  divers  kinds  of  baits :  as,  namely,  with  powdered  beef; 
with  a  lob  or  garden  worm  ;  with  a  minnow ;  or  gut  of  a  hen, 
chicken,  or  the  guts  of  any  fish,  or  with  almost  anything,  for  he 
is  a  greedy  fish.^     But  the  Eel  may  be  caught,  especially,  with  a 

Variation.]    ^  but  yet  at  last  died  there. — xtt  and  ad  edit. 

*  Dr  Plot,  in  his  History  of  Staffordshire ^  page  342,  mentions  certain  waters,  and  a 
pool,  that  were  stocked  by  Eels  that  had  from  waters  they  liked  not  travelled  in  arido, 
or  over  dry  land,  to  these  other. — H.  Other  instances  might  be  cited  of  Eels  being 
found  on  land :  but  the  fact  is  so  well  known,  that  it  would  be  superfluous. 

t  Camden's  relation  is  to  this  effect,  viz.  :  "That  at  a  place  called  Sefton.  in  the 
above  county,  upon  ttu-ning  up  the  turf,  ihen  find  a  black  deadish  water  with  small 
fishes  therein." — Britannia,  Lancaskirt.  Fuller,  who  also  reports  this  strange  fact, 
humorously  says  "  that  the  men  of  this  place  go  a-fishing  with  spades  and  mattocks  : 
adding,  that  fishes  are  thus  found  in  the  country  about  Heradea,  and  Tins,  in  Pontus." 
^Wvrthiest  in  Lancaskirtj  107. — H. 

t  To  this  truth  I  myself  can  bear  witness.  When  I  dwelt  at  Twickenham,  a  large 
canal  adjoitied  to  my  house,  which  I  stocked  with  fish.  I  had  from  tioM  to  time  broods  cS 
docks,  which  with  their  young  ones  took  to  the  water.  One  dry  summer,  when  the  canal 
"^vas  very  low,  we  missed  many  young  ducks,  but  could  not  find  out  how  they  went. 
Resolving  to  make  advantage  of  the  lowness  of  the  water  to  clean  the  canal,  a  work 
which  had  not  been  done  for  thirty  vears  before,  I  drained  and  emptied  it,  and  found  in 
the  mud  a  great  number  of  large  £els.  Some  <^  them  I  reserved  for  the  ase  of  my 
family ;  whidi  being  opened  by  the  cook,  surprised  us  all ;  for  in  the  stomachs  of  several 
of  them  were  foimd,  undigested,  the  necks  and  heads  of  young  ducks,  which  doubtless 
Were  those  of  the  ducks  we  bad  missed^H. 
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little,  a  very  little  Lamprey,  which  some  call  a  Pride,  and  may, 
in  the  hot  months,  be  found  many  of  them  in  the  river  Thames, 
and  in  many  mud-heaps  in  other  rivers ;  yea,  almost  as  usually  as 
one  finds  worms  in  a  dunghill 

Next  note,  that  the  Eel  seldom  stirs  in  the  day,  but  then  hkks 
himself ;  and  therefore  he  is  usually  caught  by  night,  with  one  of 
these  baits  of  which  I  have  spoken ;  and  may  be  then  caught  by 
laying  hooks,  which  you  are  to  fasten  to  the  bank,  or  twigs  of  a 
tree  ;  or  by  throwing  a  string  cross  the  stream,  with  many  books 
at  it,  and  those  baited  with  the  aforesaid  baits ;  and  a  cloth,  or 
plummet,  or  stone,  thrown  into  the  river  with  this  line,  that  so  yoa 
may  in  the  morning  find  it  near  to  some  fixed  place ;  and  ttoi 
take  it  up  with  a  drag-hook,  or  otherwise.  But  these  things  are, 
indeed,  too  common  to  be  spoken  of ;  and  an  hour's  fishing  with 
any  angler  will  teach  you  better,  both  for  these  and  many  other 
conunon  things  in  the  practical  part  of  angling,  than  a  week's  dis- 
course. I  shall  therefore  conclude  this  direction  for  taking  the 
Eel,  by  telling  you,  that  in  a  warm  day  in  stunmer,  I  have  taken 
many  a  good  Eel  by  Snigling,  and  have  been  much  pleased  with 
that  sport. 

And  because  you,  that  are  but  a  young  angler,  know  not  what 
Snigling  is,  I  will  now  teach  it  to  you.  You  remember  I  told  you 
that  Eels  do  not  usually  stir  in  the  daytime  ;  for  then  they  hide 
themselves  under  some  covert,  or  under  boards  or  planks  about 
floodgates,  or  weirs,  or  mills  ;  or  in  holes  on  the  river-banks ; 
so  that  you,  observing  your  time  in  a  warm  day,  when  the  water 
is  lowest,  may  take  a  strong  small  hook,  tied  to  a  strong  line,  or 
to  a  string  about  a  yard  long ;  and  then  into  one  of  these  hodcs, 
or  between  any  boards  about  a  mill,  or  under  any  great  stone  or 
plank,  or  any  place  where  you  think  an  Eel  may  hide  or  shelter 
herself,  you  may,  with  the  help  of  a  short  stick,  put  in  your  bait, 
but  leisurely,  and  as  far  as  you  may  conveniently ;  and  it  is 
scarce  to  be  doubted,  but  if  there  be  an  Eel  within  the  sight  of  it, 
the  Eel  will  bite  instantly,  and  as  certainly  gorge  it ;  and  you 
need  not  doubt  to  have  him  if  you  pull  him  not  out  of  the  hole  too 
quickly,  but  pull  him  out  by  degrees  ;  for  he,  lying  folded  double 
in  his  hole,  will,  with  the  help  of  his  tail,  break  all,  unless  you 
give  him  time  to  be  wearied  with  pulling,  and  so  get  him  out  by 
degrees,  not  pulling  too  hard.* 

*  There  is  also  another  mode  of  Eel^fishing,  termed  6obbin|r>  which  b  most  com* 
moniy  practised  in  rivers  where  the  tide  nms.  The  fisherman  luivin^  procured  a  nam- 
ber  of  red  or  lob  worms  well  scoured,  strings  them  separately  (by  runoing  them  througfa 
£rom  head  to  tail  with  a  needle)  on  worsted.    When  a  sufficient  numbo:  are  stniD&  be 
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And  to  commute  for  your  patient  hearing  this  long  direction,  I 
shall  next  tell  you  how  to  make  this  Eel  a  most  excellent  dish  of 
meat 

First,  wash  him  in  water  and  salt ;  then  pull  off  his  skin  below 
his  vent  or  navel,  and  not  much  further  :  having  done  that,  take 
out  his  guts  as  dean  as  you  can,  but  wash  him  not :  then  give 
him  three  or  four  scotches,  with  a  knive  ;  and  then  put  into  his 
belly  and  those  scotches,  sweet  herbs,  an  anchovy,  and  a  little 
nutmeg  grated  or  cut  very  small ;  and  your  herbs  and  anchovies 
must  also  be  cut  very  small,  and  mixt  with  good  butter  and  salt  ;2 
having  done  this,  then  pull  his  skin  over  him,  all  but  his  head,  which 
you  are  to  cut  off,  to  the  end  you  may  tie  bis  skin  about  that  part 
where  his  head  grew,  and  it  must  be  so  tied  as  to  keep  all  his 
moisture  within  his  skin:  and  having  done  this,  tie  him  with  tape 
or  packthread  to  a  spit,  and  roast  him  leisurely;  and  baste  him 
with  water  and  salt  till  his  skin  breaks,  and  then  with  butter ; 
and  having  roasted  him  enough,  let  what  was  put  into  his  belly, 
and  what  he  drips,  be  his  sauce.*  S.  F. 

When  I  go  to  dress  an  Eel  thus,  I  wish  he  were  as  long  and 
as  big  as  that  which  was  caught  in  Peterborough  river,  in  the 
year  1667;  which  was*  a  yard  and  three-quarters  long.  If  you 
will  not  believe  me,  then  go  and  see  at  one  of  the  coffee-houses 
in  King  Street  in  Westminster. 

But  now  let  me  tell  you  that  though  the  Eel,  thus  drest,  be  not 
only  excellent  good,  but  more  harmless  than  any  other  way,  yet 
it  is  certain  that  physicians  account  the  Eel  dangerous  meat ;  I 
will  advise  you  thereifore,  as  Solomon  says  of  honey,t  "  Hast  thou 

VARIATION. 

*  Neither  the  instructions  for  dressing  the  Eel,  nor  the  observations  on  the  Flounder, 
the  Char,  and  the  Guiniad,  given  in  the  text,  occur  in  thejSrgt  edition,  which  continues 
thtis  :  **  And  thus  taiuch  for  this  present  time  concerning  the  Eel :  I  will  next  tell  you 
a  little  of  the  Barbel,^  and  hope  with  a  little  discourse  of  him  to  have  an  end  of  this 
ahower,  and  fall  to  fishing,  for  the  weather  dears  up  a  little." 

ties  them  up  in  a  bunch,  and  attaches  them  to  the  end  of  a  cord  about  six  feet  in  length, 
affixing  on  the  same,  immediately  above  the  worms,  a  piece  of  lead  weighing  half 
a  pound,  more  or  less,  according  to  the  strength  of  the  current.  The  whole  is  appended 
to  a  pole  from  five  to  six  feet  in  length.  Thus  prepared,  the  fisherman  stations  nimself 
in  a  boat  and  casts  his  tackle  into  the  stream,  takmg  care  that  the  worms  do  not  touch 
the  bottom  by  about  two  inches.  The  Eels  bite,  their  teeth  get  entangled  in  the 
worsted,  and  it  is  not  imusual  for  three  or  more  to  be  hauled  into  the  boat  at  one  jerk. 

-T.  a 

*  In  the  fourteenth  centunr.  Eels  were  cooked  after  the  following  recipe  :  "  Elys  in 
Gauncelye.  Take  Elys  an  ne  hem  an  sethe  hem  in  water,  an  caste  a  lytel  salt  thereto^ 
than  take  brede  y  scaldyd  and  grynd  it  an  temper  it  with  the  brothe  an  with  ale,  than 
take  pcpir,  j^yngere,  an  safrnune.  an  grynde  alle  y  fere,  than  neme  onyonys  an  percely, 
an  bfyle  it  in  a  possenet.  Wei  tnen  caste  alle  to  gederys  an  seth  y  fere  an  serve  forth.** 
— Harleian  MS.  ajg,  t  18. 

t  Prov.  xxv. 
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found  it,  eat  no  more  than  is  sufficient,  lest  thou  surfeit,  for  it  is 
not  good  to  eat  much  honey."  And  let  me  add  this,  that  the 
uncharitable  Italian  bids  us  ''give  Eels  and  no  wine  to  our 
enemies." 

And  I  will  beg  a  little  more  of  yoinr  attention,  to  tell  you  that 
Aldrovandus,  and  divers  physicians,  commend  the  Eel  very  much 
for  medicine,  though  not  for  meat  But  let  me  tell  you  one 
observation,  that  the  Eel  is  never  out  of  season ;  as  Trouts,  and 
most  other  fish,  are  at  set  times  ;  at  least  most  Eels  are  not.* 

♦  The  haunts  of  the  Eel  are,  weeds,  under  roots,  stumps  of  trees,  holes,  and  d^ts  of 
the  earth,  both  in  the  banks  and  at  the  bottom,  and  in  the  plain  mud,  where  tbey  lie 
with  only  their  heads  out,  watching  for  prey.  They  are  also  found  under  great  stones 
old  timMf,  about  floodgates,  weirs,  bridges,  and  old  mills.  They  delight  in  stiil  waters* 
and  in  those  that  are  foul  and  muddy ;  though  the  smaller  Eels  are  to  be  met  with  ia  all 
sorts  of  rivers  and  streams. 

Although  the  manner  in  which  Eels*  and  indeed  all  fish,  are  generated,  is  sufficiently 
settled,  as  appears  by  the  foregoing  notes,  there  yet  remains  a  q^uestion  undecided  by 
naturalists ;  and  that  is,  whether  the  Eel  be  an  ovt^arous  or  a  vivt/aroiu  fi^  f  Wahoa 
inclines  to  the  latter  opinion.  The  following  relation  from  Bowlker  may  go  near  to 
determine  the  question  : — 

"  Being  acquainted  with  an  elderly  woman,  who  had  been  wife  to  a  miller  near  fifty 
years,  and  much  employed  in  dressing  of  Eels,  I  asked  her  whether  she  had  erer  found 
any  spawn  or  eggs  m  those  Eels  she  opened  7  She  said  she  had  never  observed  ajiy ; 
but  that  she  had  sometimes  found  living  Eels  in  them,  about  the  bigness  of  a  small 
needle  ;  and  particularly,  that  she  once  took  out  ten  or  twelve,  and  put  them  upon  the 
table,  and  found  them  to  be  alive  ;  which  was  confirmed  to  me  by  the  rest  of  the  familr. 
llie  time  of  the  year  when  this  happened  was,  as  they  informol  me,  about  a  fortni/?n( 
or  three  weeks  after  Michaelmas  ;  which  makes  me  of  opinion  that  they  go  down  to  the 
sea,  or  salt  water,  to  prepare  themselves  for  the  work  of  propagating  and  producing 
their  young.  To  this  I  must  add  another  observation  of  the  same  nature,  that  was  made 
by  a  gentleman  of  fortune  not  far  from  Ludlow,  and  in  the  commission  of  the  peace  (or 
the  county  of  Salop  ;  who,  going  to  visit  a  gentleman,  his  friend,  was  shown  a  very  fine 
large  Eel  that  was  going  to  be  dressed,  about  whose  sides  and  bellv  he  observed  a  par- 
cel of  little  creeping  things,  which  at  first  made  him  suspect  it  had  been  kept  too  long: 
but,  upon  nearer  inspection,  they  were  found  to  be  perfect  little  Eels  or  Elvers :  upon 
this  it  was  immediately  opened  m  the  sight  of  seveial  other  gentlemen,  and  in  the  belly 
of  it  they  found  a  lump  anout  as  big  as  a  nutmegs  consisting  of  an  infinite  number  'of 
those  little  creatures,  closely  wrapped  up  together,  which,  being  imt  into  a  basin  of 
water,  soon  separated,  and  swam  about  tne  ^isin.  This  he  has  often  told  to  several 
gentlemen  of  credit  in  his  neighbourhood,  from  some  of  whom  I  first  rec^ved  this 
account :  but  I  have  lately  had  the  satisfaction  of  having  it  from  his  own  mouth ;  and 
therefore  I  think  this  may  serve  to  put  the  matter  out  of  all  doubts  and  may  be  suffi- 
cient to  prove  that  H^ls  are  of  the  viviparous  kind." 

Taking  it  for  granted  then  that  Eels  do  not  spawn,  all  we  have  to  say  in  this  place  is, 
that<hough,  as  our  author  tells  us,  they  are  never  out  of  season,  yet,  as  some  say,  they 
are  best  in  winter,  and  worst  in  May.  And  it  is  to  be  noted  of  Eels,  that  the  longer  they 
live  the  better  they  are. — AngUf's  Sttre  Gnide,  p.  164. 

Of  baits  for  the  Eel,  the  best  are,  lob-worms,  loach,  minnows,  gudgeons,  bleaki  or 
small  frogs. 

As  the  angling  for  Eels  is  usually  attended  with  great  trouble  and  risk  of  tackle,  many, 
while  they  angle  for  other  fish,  lay  lines  for  the.  Eel,  which  they  tie  to  weeds,  flags,  &c-, 
with  marks  to  find  them  by ;  or  take  a  long  packthread  Unej  with  a  leaden  weight  at  die 
end,  and  hooks  looped  on  at  a  yard  distance  from  each  other ;  and  fastening  one  end, 
throw  the  lead  out,  and  let  the  line  lie  some  time.    And  in  this  way  Pike  may  be  taken. 

The  river  Kennet  in  Berkshire,  the  Stour  in  Dorsetshire,  Irk  in  Lancashire,  and 
Ankham  in  Lincolnshire,  are  famed  for  producing  excellent  Eels :  the  latter  to  so  great 
a  degree,  as  to  give  rise  to  the  following  proverbial  rhyme : — 
Ankham  £et,  and  Witham  Pike, 
In  all  England  is  none  sike.    * 

But  it  is  said,  there  are  no  Eels  superior  in  goodness  to  those  taken  in  the  head  of  the 
New  River  near  Islington. — H. 
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I  might  here  speak  of  many  other  fish,  whose  shape  and  nature 
are  much  like  the  Eel,  and  frequent  both  the  sea  and  fresh  rivers  ; 
as,  namely,  the  Lamprel,  the  Lamprey,  and  the  Lampe'-ne  :  *  as 
also  of  the  mighty  Conger,  taken  often  in  Severn,  about  Glouces- 
ter :  and  might  also  tell  in  what  high  esteem  many  of  them  are 
for  the  curiosity  of  then:  taste.  But  these  are  not  so  proper  to  be 
talked  of  by  me,  because  they  make  us  anglers  no  spcrt ;  there- 
fore I  will  let  them  alone,  as  the  Jews  do,  to  whom  they  are 
forbidden  by  their  law. 

And,  scholar,  there  is  also  a  FLOUNDER,t  a  sea-fish  which  will 
wander  very  far  into  fresh  rivers,  and  there  lose  himself  and 
dwell  :  and  thrive  to  a  hand's  breadth,  and  almost  twice  so  long : 
a  fish  without  scales,  and  most  excellent  meat  :  and  a  fish  that 
affords  much  sport  to  the  angler,  with  any  small  worm,  but 
especially  a  little  bluish  worm,  gotten  out  of  marsh-ground,  or 
meadows,  which  should  be  well  scoured.  J  But  this,  though  it  be 
most  excellent  meat,  yet  it  wants  scales,  and  is,  as  I  told  you, 
therefore  an  abomination  to  the  Jews. 

But,  scholar,  there  is  a  fish  that  they  in  Lancashire  boast  very 
much  of,  called  a  Char  ;  taken  there,  and  I  think  there  only,  in 
a  mere  called  Winander  Mere ;  §  a  mere,  says  Camden,  that  is 

*  Both  the  Lamperne  and  the  Lamprey  are  taken  in  the  Wye,  the  former  during 
March  and  April,  the  Utter  in  May  and  June.  "The  Lamprey,  which  is  highly 
esteemed  as  a  delicacy,  removes  the  pebbles  from  particular  spots  in  the  most  rapid 
stream,  and  thus  forms  a  very  insecure  retreat,  which  is  provincially  termed  a  bed  :  in 
these  they  are  taken  with  a  spear.  The  female  is  of  a  rounder  form  than  the  male,  and 
contains  a  large  quantity  of  spawn,  which  is  fecundated  after  passing  from  the  body  of 
the  fish.  The  Lamprey  appears  to  possess  an  internal  heat  equal  perhaps  to  terrestrial 
animals." — Duncombe's  Collections  towards  the  History,  &c.,  of  Herefordsh.  p.  163.^ 

t  The  "  Flounder,"  observes  Mr  Salter  in  the  Angler's  Guide,  '*  is  only  found  in  rivers 
where  the  tide  flows,  or  those  which  have  connection  with  the  sea,  as  it  is  properly  a  sea- 
fish,  and  only  leaves  it  to  spawn.  In  the  creeks  from  Black  wall  to  Bromley,  Stratford 
and  Westham,  also  in  the  clocks,  and  the  canal  at  Limehouse,  and  in  the  other  docks, 
&C.,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  they  are  taken  either  with  dead  lines,  or  floated  in 
the  same  manner  as  Eels :  in  fact,  when  you  angle  for  Eels  in  this  part,  you  angle  for 
Flounders  also,  as  they  will  both  take  the  same  baits,  and  at  the  same  season." 

X  The  author  of  "  Practical  Observations  on  Angling  in  the  River  Trent,"  says  :  "  I 
have  in  the  Trent  known  ten  pounds  weight  of  Flounders  taken  by  two  anglers  in  one 
afternoon,  and  a  much  greater  quantity  in  the  same  time,  by  flotmder-lines.  I  have 
caught  them  by  angling  with  lob-worms,  nearly  a  pound  weight  each ;  and  with  a 
minnow  I  caught  one,  in  1799,  ^^^'  weighed  twenty-three  ounces.  — E. 

I  Mr  Pennant,  in  his  British  Zoology,  vol.  iii.  p.  268,  observes :  "  There  are  but  few 
lakes  in  our  island  that  produce  this  nsh,  and  even  those  not  in  any  abundance.  It  is 
found  in  Winander  Mere  in  Westmoreland  ;  in  Llyn  Quellyn,  near  the  foot  of  Snowdon ; 
and  before  the  discovery  of  the  Copper  Mines,  in  those  of  Llynberris,  but  the  mineral 
streams  have  entirely  destroyed  the  fish  in  the  last  lakes.  Whether  the  waters  in  Ireland 
afford  the  Char,  we  are  uncertain,  but  imagine  not,  except  it  has  been  overlooked  by 
their  writers  on  the  Natural  History  of  that  kingdom.  In  Scotland  it  is  found  in  Loch 
Inch,  and  other  neighbouring  lakes,  and  is  said  to  go  into  the  Spey  to  spawn."  Mr 
Daniel,  in  the  second  volume  of  *'  Rural  Sports,"  p.  222,  says,  **  In  Ireland  the  Char  is 
abundant  in  Lough  Esk."— E.  Char  are  also  found  in  certain  lakes  in  Merionethshire  ; 
^  well  as  in  Conningston  Mere,  in  Lancashire.    See  Leigh's  History  of  Lancashire, 
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the  largest  in  this  nation,  being  ten  miles  in  length,  and  some  say 
as  smooth  in  the  bottom  as  if  it  were  paved  with  polished  marKlj*. 
This  fish  never  exceeds  fifteen  or  sixteen  inches  in  length  ;  and  is 
spotted  like  a  Trout ;  and  has  scarce  a  bone,  but  on  the  bade 
But  this,  though  I  do  not  know  whether  it  make  the  angler  sport, 
yet  I  would  have  you  take  notice  of  it,  because  it  is  a  rarity,  and 
of  so  high  esteem  with  persons  of  great  note. 

Nor  would  I  have  you  ignorant  of  a  rare  fish  called  a  Guiniad; 
of  which  I  shall  tell  you  what  Camden  and  others  speak.  Tda 
river  Dee,  which  runs  by  Chester,  springs  in  Merionethshire ; 
and,  as  it  runs  toward  Chester,  it  runs  through  Pemble  Mere, 
which  is  a  large  water :  and  it  is  observed,  that  though  the  river 
Dee  abounds  with  Salmon,  and  Pemble  Mere  with  the  Guiniad, 
yet  there  is  never  any  Salmon  caught  in  the  mere,  nor  a  Guiniad 
in  the  river.  And  now  my  next  observation  shall  be  of  the 
Barbel.* 

PiSCATOR.  The  Barbel  is  so  called,  says  Gesner,  by  reason  of 
his  barb  or  wattles  at  his  mouth,  which  are  under  his  nose  or  chaps. 

Chap.  XIV.      He  is  one  of  Uiose  leather-mouthed  fishes  that  I 

Of  the  Barbel,     j^j^j  y^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^  sddom  break  his  hold 

if  he  be  once  hooked :  but  he  is  so  strong,  that  he  will  often 
break  both  rod  and  line,  if  he  proves  to  be  a  big  one. 

But  the  Barbel,  t  though  he  be  of  a  fine  shape,  and  looks  big, 
yet  he  is  not  accounted  the  best  fish  to  eat,  neither  for  his  whole- 
someness  nor  his  taste  ;  but  the  male  is  reputed  much  better  than 


*  This  fish  is  found,  according  to  Pennant  in  Lough  Neagh  in  Ireland,  where  it  is 
termed  the  Pollen,  and  in  Lochmaben  in  Scotland,  where  it  is  called  the  Vangis.  It  is 
also  a  native  of  the  Lakes  of  Cumberland,  and  of  Pemble  Mere  in  Merionethshire.  In 
shape  it  is  somewhat  similar  to  the  dace,  but  attains  a  much  greater  size,  weighing  some- 
times three  or  four  pounds.  Sdueffer,  however,  asserts  that  in  the  Alpine  parts  of 
Europe,  it  is  caught  of  the  weight  often  or  twelve  pounds.  One  peculiar  mark  by  which 
it  may  be  distinguished  is,  that  its  ventral  fins  are  of  a  very  deep  blue,  and  the  bdiy  at 
most  seasons  marked  with  blue  spots.  It  is  gregarious,  and  during  spring  and  saromer 
approaches  the  shores  of  the  lakes  in  such  vast  shoals  that  an  instance  is  recorded  of  an 
Ulleswater  fisherman  taking  at  one  draught  between  seven  and  eight  thousand.  They 
are  never,  according  to  some  authorities,  taken  by  any  bait,  but  keep  at  the  bottom  ot 
the  lake  feeding  on  shells  and  the  leaven  of  the  water  gladiol.  A  writer  who  styles  himself 
" Piscator**  in  the  Sporting  Magazine  for  August  1829,  observes,  however :  "There  is  a 
fish  in  Bala  Lake  cauled  *  gwyniad,'  or  whiting.  It  is  die  same  fish  that  is  called  *sewin' 
in  the  north,  and  shovrs  very  tolerable  sport.  It  is  taken  with  any  of  the  trout  flies,  and 
is  very  nimble  in  its  movements.  Sir  Humphry  Davv  alludes  to  it  in  his  *  Salmonia,' 
and  mentions  his  having  taken  some  in  Bala  Lake."  The  statement  of  Camden  alluded 
to  in  the  text,  that  the  euiniad  never  wanders  into  the  Dee,  and  that  the  salmon  never 
ventures  into  Pemble  Mere,  is  erroneous,  inasmuch  as  the  late  Honourabie  Daines 
Harrington  asserts  that  he  had  seen  salmon  taken  in  the  lake,  and  had  been  "most 
authentically  informed "  that  guiniad  had  been  taken  at  LandriUo,  six  miles  below  the 
lake. 

t  The  coat  armour  of  the  ancient  Counts  of  Bar  was  azure  semee  of  cross-crosslets, 
two  Barbeli  addorsed  or. 
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the  female,  whose  spawn  is  very  hurtful,  as  I  will  presently  declare 
to  you. 

They  flock  together  like  sheep,  and  are  at  the  worst  in  April, 
about  which  time  they  spawn  ;  but  quickly  grow  to  be  in  season. 
He  is  able  to  live  in  the  strongest  swifts  of  the  water :  and  in 
summer  they  love  the  shallowest  and  sharpest  streams  :  and  love 
to  lurk  under  weeds,  and  to  feed  on  gravel,  against  a  rising 
ground  ;  and  will  root  and  dig  in  the  sands  with  his  nose  like  a 
hog,  and  there  nests  himself :  yet  sometimes  he  retires  to  deep 
and  swift  bridges,  or  floodgates,  or  weirs ;  where  he  will  nest 
himself  amongst  piles,  or  in  hollow  places ;  and  take  such  hold 
of  moss  or  weeds,  that  be  the  water  never  so  swift,  it  is  not  able 
to  force  him  from  the  place  that  he  contends  for.^  This  is  his 
constant  custom  in  summer,  when  he  and  most  living  creatures 
sport  themselves  in  the  sun :  but  at  the  approach  of  winter,  then 
he  forsakes  the  swift  streams  and  shallow  waters,  and,  by  degrees, 
retires  to  those  parts  of  the  river  that  are  quiet  and  deeper ;  in 
which  places,  and  I  think  about  that  time,  he  spawns  ;  and,  as  I 
have  formerly  told  you,  with  the  help  of  the  melter,  hides  his 
spawn  or  eggs  in  holes,  which  they  both  dig  in  the  gravel ;  and 
then  they  mutually  labour  to  cover  it  with  the  same  sand,  to  pre- 
vent it  from  being  devoured  by  other  fish. 

There  be  such  store  of  this  fish  in  the  river  Danube,  that 
Rondeletius  says  they  may,  in  some  places  of  it,  and  in  some 
months  of  the  year,  be  taken,  by  those  who  dwell  near  to  the 
river,  with  their  hands,  eight  or  ten  load  at  a  time.  He  says, 
they  begin  to  be  good  in  May,  and  that  they  cease  to  be 
so  in  August :  but  it  is  found  to  be  otherwise  in  this  nation. 
But  thus  far  we  agree  with'  him,  that  the  spawn  of  a  Barbel,  if 
it  be  not  poison,  as  he  says,  yet  that  it  is  dangerous  meat,  and 
especially  in  the  month  of  May,*  which  is  so  certain,  that  Gesner 

VARIATIONS. 

f  With  the  exception  already  noticed,  the  preceding  observations  on  the  Barbel  were 
printed  in  the  second  edition,  as  in  the  text :  but  in  theyfrr/  they  were  as  follows : 
'  Pucator.  The  Barbel  is  so  called,  says  Gesner,  from,  or  by  reason  of  his  beard,  or 
wattles  at  his  mouth,  his  mouth  bein^  under  his  nose  or  chaps,  and  he  is  one  of  the  leatner- 
mouihed  fish  that  has  his  teeth  in  his  throat :  he  loves  to  live  in  verv  swift  streams  and 
where  it  is  gravelly,  and  in  the  gravel  will  root  or  dig  with  his  nose  like  a  hog,  and  there 
^Mi  himself,  taking  so  fast  hold  of  any  weeds  or  moss  that  grows  on  stones,  or  on  piles 
about  weirs  or  floodgates,  or  bridges,  that  the  water  is  not  able,  be  it  ever  so  swift,  to 
force  him  from  the  place  which  he  seems  to  contend  for.  This  is  his  constant  custom,*' 
&c, 

*  and  Gesner  declares,  it  had  an  ill  effect  upon  him  to  the  endangering  of  his  life— 

ut  €dtt. 
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and  Gasius*  declare  it  had  an  ill  effect  upon  them,  even  to  the 
endangering  of  their  lives.f 

This  fish  is  of  a  fine  cast  and  handsome  shape,  with  small 
scales,  which  are  placed  after  a  most  exact  and  curious  manner  : 
and,  as  I  told  you,  may  be  rather  said  not  to  be  ill,  than  to  be 
good  meat.  The  Qiub  and  he  have,  I  think,  both  lost  part  of 
their  credit  by  ill  cookery ;  they  being  reputed  the  worst,  or 
coarsest,  of  firesh-water  fish.  But  the  Barbel  affords  an  angler 
choice  sport,  being  a  lusty  and  a  cunning  fish;  so  lusty  and 
cunning  as  to  endanger  the  breaking  of  the  angler's  line,  by 
running  his  head  forcibly  towards  any  covert,  or  hole,  or  bank, 
and  then  striking  at  the  line,  to  break  it  off,  with  his  tail ;  as  is 
observed  by  Plutarch,  in  his  book  "  De  Industrie  Animalium :  " 
and  also  so  cunning,  to  nibble  and  suck  off  your  worm  close  to 
the  hook,  and  yet  avoid  the  letting  the  hook  come  into  his  mouth. 

The  Barbel  is  also  curious  for  his  baits ;  that  is  to  say,  that 
they  be  clean  and  sweet ;  that  is  to  say,  to  have  your  worms  well 
scoured,  and  not  kept  in  sour  and  musty  moss,  for  he  is  a  curious 
feede;r  :  but  at  a  well-scoured  lob-worm  he  will  bite  as  boldly  as  at 
any  bait,  and  specially  if,  the  night  or  two  before  you  fish  for  him, 
you  shall  bait  the  places  where  you  intend  to  fish  for  him,  with 
big  worms  cut  into  pieces.J  And  note,  that  none  did  ever  over- 
bait  the  place,  nor  fish  too  early  or  too  late  for  a  Barbel  And 
the  Barbel  will  bite  also  at  gentles,  which,  not  being  too  much 
scoured,  but  green,  are  a  choice  bait  for  him  :  and  so  is  cheese, 
which  is  not  to  be  too  hard,  but  kept  a  day  or  two  in  a  wet  linen 
cloth,  to  make  it  tough ;  with  this  you  may  also  bait  the  water  a 
day  or  two  before  you  fish  for  the  Barbel,  and  be  much  the  likelier 
to  catch  store  ;  and  if  the  cheese  were  laid  in  clarified  honey  a 
short  time  before,  as,  namely,  an  hour  or  two,  you  were  still 

*  Of  the  latter  person  Sir  John  Hawkins  says  he  could  find  no  account.  Hie  physi- 
cian intended  was  Antonius  Gazius  of  Padua ;  of  whom  a  short  account  is  given  by 
Moreri.  His  principal  work,  to  which  Walton  probably  alludes,  was  his  Ccrma  Fionas 
Medicifue^  tivt  de  Conservaiione  Saniiatu^  first  published  at  Venice  in  1491,  in  foUo» 
when'  be  was  only  twenty-eight  years  old:  the  chapters  cxxx.-cxxxvii.  of  which* 
inclusive,  relate  to  the  different  qualities  of  river-fish  as  food.  He  died  in  1530 :  and  not 
in  1528,  as  several  writers  have  asserted.  See  Moreri  Dictionn.  Hist.  edit.  Par.  1755^ 
torn.  v.  p.  113.    Mauget  Bibl.  Script.  Medicor.  torn.  ii.  lib.  vil — E. 

t  Though  the  spawn  of  the  B.irbel  is  known  to  be  of  a  poisonous  nature,  yet  it  is  oAea 
taken  by  country-people  medicinally  ;  who  find  it,  at  once,  a  most  powerful  emetic  and 
cathartic.  And,  notwithstanding  what  is  said  of  the  wholesomeness  of  the  ^esk^  with 
some  constitutions  it  produces  the  same  effects  as  the  s^wn.  About  the  month  of  Sep- 
tember, in  the  year  J754,  a  servant  of  mine,  who  had  eaten  part  of  a  Barbel,  though,  as 
I  had  cautioned  him,  he  abstained  from  the  spawn,  was  seized  with  such  a  violent 
purging  and  vomiting  as  had  like  to  have  cost  him  his  life.— H. 

t  Graves  (which  are  the  sediment  of  fallow  melted  for  the  making  of  candles),  col 
into  pieces,  are  an  excellent  ground-bait  for  Barbel,  Gudgeons,  Roach,  and  many  other 
fish,  if  thrown  in  the  night  before  you  angle.— H. 
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the  likelier  to  catch  fish.  Some  have  directed  to  cut  the  cheese 
into  thin  pieces,  and  toast  it ;  and  then  tie  it  on  the  hook  with 
fine  silk.  And  some  advise  to  fish  for  the  Barbel  with  sheep's 
tallow  and  soft  cheese,  beaten  or  worked  into  a  paste ;  and  that 
it  b  choicely  good  in  August :  and  I  believe  it  But,  doubtless, 
the  lob-worm  well  scoured,  and  the  gentle  not  too  much  scoured, 
and  cheese  ordered  as  I  have  directed,  are  baits  enough,  and  I 
think  will  serve  in  any  month:  though  I  shall  commend  any 
angler  that  tries  conclusions,  and  is  industrious  to  improve  the 
art.  And  now,  my  honest  sjcholar,  the  long  shower  and  my  tedious 
discourse  are  both  ended  together :  and  I  shall  give  you  but  this 
observation,  that  when  you  fish  for  a  Barbel,  your  rod  and  line  be 
both  long  and  of  good  strength ;  for,  as  I  told  you,  you  will  find 
him  a  heavy  and  a  dogged  fish  to  be  dealt  withal ;  yet  he  seldom 
or  never  breaks  his  hold,  if  he  be  once  strucken.  And  if  you 
would  know  more  of  fishing  for  the  Umber  or  Barbel,*  get  into 

*  Of  the  haunts  of  the  Barbel,  the  author  has  spdcen  sufliciently.  Barbel  spawn 
about  the  nuddle  of  April,  and  grow  in  season  about  a  month  after.  Baits  for  Barbel, 
other  than  what  Walton  has  mentioned,  are  the  young  brood  of  wasps,  hornets,  and 
bumble  bees.  In  fishing  for  him,  use  a  very  strong  rod,  and  a  silk  line  with  a  shot  and 
a  bullet,  as  directed  for  the  Trout  Some  use  a  cork  float,  which,  if  you  do,  be  sure  to 
fish  as  close  to  the  bottom  as  possible,  so  as  the  bait  does  not  touch  the  ground.  In 
angling  for  lesser  fish,  the  angler  will  sometimes  find  it  a  misfortune  to  hook  a  Barbel ; 
a  n^h  so  sullen,  that,  with  fine  tackle,  it  is  scarcely  possible  to  land  one  of  twelve  inches 
long.  A  lover  of  angling  told  me  the  following  story  :  He  was  fishing  in  the  river  Lea, 
at  tne  ferry  called  Jeremy's,  and  had  hooked  a  large  fish  at  the  time  when  some  Lon- 
doners, with  their  horses,  were  passing :  they  congratulated  him  on  his  success,  and  got 
out  of  the  ferry-boat,  but,  finding  the  fish  not  likely  to  vield,  mounted  their  horses  and 
rode  off.  The  fact  was,  that,  angling  for  small  fish,  his  bait  had  been  taken  by  a  Barbel 
too  big  for  the  fisher  to  manage.  Nor  caring  to  risk  his  tackle  by  attempting  to  raise 
him,  he  hoped  to  tire  him,  and,  to  that  end,  suffered  himself  to  be  led  (to  use  his  own 
expression)  as  a  blind  man  is  by  his  dog,  several  yards  up,  and  as  many  down  the  bank 
of  the  river,  in  short,  for  so  many  hours,  that  the  horsemen  above  mentioned  (who  had 
been  at  Waltluunstow,  and  dined)  were  returned,  who,  seeing  him  thus  occupied,  cried 
out,  "  What,  master,  another  large  fish?"  "  No,"  says  Piscatory  *'  it  is  the  very  same." 
"  Nay,"  says  one  of  them,  *'  that  can  never  be ;  for  it  is  five  hoiurs  since  we  crossed  tiie 
river."  And  not  believing  him,  they  rode  on  their  way.  At  length  our  angler  deter- 
mined to  do  that  which  a  less  patient  one  would  have  done  long  before ;  he  made  one 
vigorous  effort  to  land  hb  fish,  broke  his  tackle,  and  l<»t  him. 

Fishing  for  Barbel  is,  at  best,  but  a  dull  recreation.  l*hey  are  a  sullen  fish,  and  bite 
but  slowly.  The  angler  drops  in  his  bait ;  the  bullet,  at  the  bottom  of  the  line,  fixes  it 
to  one  spot  of  the  river.  Tired  with  waiting  for  a  bite,  he  generally  lays  down  his  rod, 
and,  exercising  the  patience  of  a  setting-dog,  waits  till  he  sees  the  top  of  his  rod  move : 
then  begins  a  struggle  between  him  smdthe  fish,  which  he  calls  his  sport :  and  that  being 
over,  he  lands  his  prixe,  fresh  baits  his  hook,  and  lays  in  for  another. — H. 

The  Barbel-angler  has,  however,  sometimes  occasion  to  exult  at  the  sport  which  he 
finds.  As  recently  as  August  9, 1807,  at  one  of  the  deeps  near  Shepperton,  which  had 
been  prepared  by  baiting  the  preceding  night,  a  party  of  four  gentlemen,  nsuned  Emes, 
Atkinson,  Hall,  and  Moore,  separated  into  two  boats,  began  fishing  between  ten  and 
eleven  in  the  forenoon  :  in  about  five  hours  they  caught  the  following  quantity :— 


Emes  and  Atkinson. 

Hall  and  Moore. 

3  fish,  weighing 

.    30  lbs. 

3  fish,  weighing 

.    15  lbs. 

6     „           „              .        . 

•    32 

20     „           „               .        . 

•    23 

30          M                     »                            •               • 

.    a8 

33      **           II              •        • 

•    3a 

4     „  thrown  over. 

— 

— 

45 

70 

4a 

80 

Total, 

87  fish,  we 

ghing  150  lbs.— E. 
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favour  with  Dr  Sheldon,*  whose  skill  is  above  others ;  and  of 
that,  the  poor  that  dwell  about  him  have  a  comfortable  experienceL 

And  now  let's  go  and  see  what  interest  the  Trouts  will  pay  as, 
for  letting  our  angle-rods  lie  so  long  and  so  quietly  in  the  water 
for  their  use.     Come,  scholar,  which  will  you  take  up  ? 

Venator.  Which  you  think  fit,  master. 

PiSCATOR.  Why,  you  shall  take  up  that ;  for  I  am  cert2dn, 
by  viewing  the  line,  it  has  a  fish  at  it  Look  you,  scholar  !  wcfl 
done  !  Come,  now  take  up  the  other  too  :  well !  now  you  may 
tell  my  brother  Peter,  at  night,  that  you  have  caught  a  leash  of 
Trouts  this  day.  And  now  let's  move  towards  our  lodging,  and 
drink  a  draught  of  red  cow's  milk  as  we  go ;  and  give  pretty 
Maudlin  and  her  honest  mother  a  brace  of  Trouts  for  their 
supper. 

Venator.  Master,  I  like  your  motion  very  well:  and  I  think 
it  is  now  about  milking-time  ;  and  yonder  they  be  at  it 

PiSCATOR.  God  speed  you,  good  woman  !  I  thank  you  bodi 
for  our  songs  last  night  :  I  and  my  companion  have  had  such 
fortune  a-fishing  this  day,  that  we  resolve  to  give  you  and  Maudlin 
a  brace  of  Trouts  for  supper ;  and  we  will  now  taste  a  draught 
of  your  red  cow's  milk. 

MiLKWOMAN.  Marry,  and  that  you  shall  with  all  my  heart ; 
and  I  will  be  still  your  debtor  when  you  come  this  way.  If  you 
will  but  speak  the  word,  I  will  make  you  a  good  syllabub  of  new 
verjuice  ;  and  then  you  may  sit  down  in  a  haycock  and  eat  it ; 
and  Maudlin  shall  sit  by  and  sing  you  the  good  old  song  of  the 
"  Hunting  in  Chevy  Chace,"  or  some  other  good  ballad,  for  she 
hath  store  of  them  :  Maudlin,  my  honest  Maudlin,  hath  a  not- 
able memory,  and  she  thinks  nothing  too  good  for  you,  because 
you  be  such  honest  men. 

Venator.  We  thank  you ;  and  intend,  once  in  a  month,  to 
call  upon  you  again,  and  give  you  a  little  warning ;  and  so, 
good-night     Good-night,  Maudlin.     And  now,  good  master,  let's 

In  "The  Art  of  Angling,"  by  R.  Brookes,  8vo,  1774,  p.  93,  it  is  stated  that,  on  Augnst 
33.  X77X(  Mr  Warren,  a  perfumer  of  Marybone  Street,  angled  in  Walton  Deeps,  and 
before  noon  caught  a8o  lb.  weight  of  large-sized  BarbeL  He  usually  had  the  deeps 
baited  with  worms  overnight,  and  in  the  morning  fished  from  a  boat  with  a  perfumed 
paste.  In  June  177a,  when  Mr  Warren  came  to  the  usual  fishing-hole,  a  Inrother  ansier 
told  htm  tKat  a  sturgeon  had  carried  away  his  line.  Mr  Warren  subsequently  caught  a 
Barbel  of  eleven  pounds  weight,  which  had  his  friend's  hook  sticking  in  his  gills :  be 
punched  a  hole  in  his  tail  and  turned  him  again  into  the  Thames,  caught  htm  twice 
afterwards  and  as  often  released  him. 

*  Dr  Gilbert  ShtldoHy  warden  of  All  Souls  College,  chaplain  to  King  Charles  the 
First,  and,  after  the  Reistoration,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury.  He  founded  the  theatre 
at  Oxford,  died  in  1677,  and  lies  buried  under  a  sutely  monument  at  Croydon  ia 
Surrey. 
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lose  no  time  :  but  tell  me  somewhat  more  of  fishing ;  and  if  you 
please,  first,  something  of  fishing  for  a  Gudgeon. 

PiSCATOR.  I  will,  honest  scholar.* 

PiscATOR.  The  Gudgeon  is  reputed  a  fish  of  excellent 
taste,  and  to  be  very  wholesome.  He  is  of  a  fine  shape,  of  a 
silver  colour,  and  beautified  with  black  spots  both 
Se^*  G^geonf  on  his  body  and  tail.  He  breeds  two  or  three 
*h^  Bi^'  ^^  times  in  the  year ;  and  always  in  summer.  He  is 
commended  for  a  fish  of  excellent  nourishment.  The 
Germans  call  him  Groundling,  by  reason  of  his  feeding  on  the 
ground ;  and  he  there  feasts  himself,  in  sharp  streams  and  on  the 
gravel.  He  and  the  Barbel  both  feed  so  :  and  do  not  hunt  for 
fiies  at  any  time,  as  most  other  fishes  do.  He  is  an  excellent  fish 
to  enter  a  young  angler,  being  easy  to  be  taken  with  a  small  red 
worm,  on  or  very  near  to  the  ground.  He  is  one  of  those 
leather-mouthed  fish  that  has  his  teeth  in  his  throat,  and  will 
hardly  be  lost  off  from  the  hook  if  he  be  once  strucken. 

They  be  usually  scattered  up  and  down  every  river  in  the 
shallows,  in  the  heat  of  summer  :  but  in  autiunn,  when  the  weeds 
begin  to  grow  sour  and  rot,  and  the  weather  colder,  then  they 
gather  together,  and  get  into  the  deeper  parts  of  the  water  ;  and 
are  to  be  fished  for  there,  with  your  hook  always  touching  the 
ground,  if  you  fish  for  him  with  a  float,  or  with  a  cork.  But 
many  will  fish  for  the  Gudgeon  by  hand,  with  a  running  line 
upon  the  ground,  without  a  cork,  as  a  Trout  is  fished  for  :  and  it 
is  an  excellent  way,  if  you  have  a  gentle  rod,  and  as  gentle  a 
hand.* 

There  is  also  another  fish  called  a  Pope,  and  by  some  a  Ruffe  ; 
a  fish  that  is  not  known  to  be  in  some  rivers  :  he  is  much  like 
the  Perch  for  his  shape,  and  taken  to  be  better  than  the  Perch,  but 
will  not  grow  to  be  bigger  than  a  Gudgeon.  He  is  an  excellent 
fish ;  no  fish  that  swims  is  of  a  pleasanter  taste.  And  he  is  also 
excellent  to  enter  a  young  angler,  for  he  is  a  greedy  biter:  and  they 
will  usually  lie,  abundance  of  them  together,  in  one  reserved  place, 

VARIATION. 

•iTk**  *^*  first ^  edition,  Pi$cator  here  continues,  without  beginning  a  fresh  chapter* 
The  Gudgeon  is  an  excellent  fish  to  eat,  and  also  good  to  enter  a  young  angler :  he  is 
•My  to  be  taken  with  a  small  red  worm  at  the  ground*  and  is  one  of  those  leather- 
nouthed  fish,"  &c,  as  in  a  subsequent  part  of  the  text.  The  alterations  in  the  text  were 
«nadc  m  the  ucond  edition. 

•  In  fishing  for  Gudgeons,  have  a  rake ;  and  every  quarter  of  an  hour  rake  the  bottom 
« »he  nver,  and  the  fish  will  flock  thither  in  shoals.— H. 

f  ennant  mentions  a  Gudgeon  taken  near  Uxbridge  that  weighed  half  a  pound.  Zociory, 
«<i«- 1776*  vol  iii  p.  3id-E.  »  •  k~  «-r 
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where  the  water  is  deep  and  runs  quietly ;  j»nd  an  easy  angler, 
if  he  has  found  where  they  lie,  may  catch  forty  or  fifty,  or  some- 
times twice  so  many,  at  a  standing. 

You  must  fish  for  him  with  a  small  red  worm  ;  and  if  you  halt 
the  ground  with  earth,  it  is  excellent. 

There  is  also  a  Bleak  or  fresh-water  ^prat ;  a  fish  that  is 
ever  in  motion,  and  therefore  called  by  some  the  river-swallow ; 
for  just  as  you  shall  observe  the  swallow  to  be,  most  evenings 
in  summer,  ever  in  motion,  making  short  and  quick  turns  when  be 
flies  to  catch  flies,  in  the  air,  by  which  he  lives ;  so  does  the 
Bleak  at  the  top  of  the  water.  Ausonius  would  have  him.  called 
Bleak  from  his  whitish  colour  :  his  back  is  of  a  pleasant  sad  or 
sea-water  green  ;  his  belly,  white  and  shining  as  the  mountain 
snow.  And  doubtless,  though  he  have  the  fortune,  which  virtue 
has  in  poor  people,  to  be  neglected,  yet  the  Bleak  ought  to  be 
much  valued,  though  we  want  Allamot  salt,  and  the  skill  that  the 
Italians  have,  to  turn  them  into  anchovies.  This  fish  may  be 
caught  with  a  Pater-noster  line ;  *  that  is,  six  or  eight  very  small 
hooks  tied  along  the  line,  one  half  a  foot  above  the  other  :  I  have 
seen  five  caught  thus  at  one  time  ;  and  the  bait  has  been  gentles, 
than  which  none  is  better. 

Or  this  fish  may  be  caught  with  a  fine  small  artificial  fly,  which 
is  to  be  of  a  very  sad  brown  colour,  and  very  small,  and  the  hook 
answerable.  There  is  no  better  sport  than  whipping  for  Bleaks 
in  a  boat,  or  on  a  bank,  in  the  swift  water,  in  a  summer's  evening, 
with  a  hazel  top  about  five  or  six  foot  long,  and  a  line  twice  the 
length  of  the  rod.  I  have  heard  Sir  Henry  Wotton  say,  that 
there  be  many  that  in  Italy  will  catch  swallows  so,  or  especially 
martins  ;t  this  bird-angler  standing  on  the  top  of  a  steeple  to  do 
it,  and  with  a  line  twice  so  long  as  I  have  spoken  ot  And  let  me 
tell  you,  scholar,  that  both  Martins  and  Bleaks  be  most  excellent 
meat. 

And  let  me  tell  you,  that  I  have  known  a  Heron,  that  did  con- 
stantly frequent  one  place,  caught  with  a  hook  baited  with  a  big 
minnow  or  a  small  gudgeon.  J     The  line  and  hook  must  be  strong : 

♦  A  rosary,  or  string  of  beads,  is  u«ed  by  the  Roman  Catholic  devotees  to  assist  then 
in  numbering  their  Pater'HOsters :  a  line  with  many  hooks  at  small  distances  from  c«ch 
other,  though  it  little  resembles  a  string  of  beads,  is  thence  called  a  Pater-mMter 
line.— H. 

t  This  is  a  common  practice  in  England  also.— H. 

t  This  method  of  taking  wildfowl  is  frequently  practised  both  on  the  coasts  of  Enfi- 
land  and  of  France. 
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auid  tied  to  some  loose  staff,  so  big  as  she  cannot  fly  away  with  it : 
a.  line  not  exceeding  two  yards. * 

PiSCATOR.  My  purpose  was  to  give  you  some  directions  con- 
cerning Roach  and  Dace,  and  some,  other  inferior  fish  which 
Chap.  XVI.  Is  ''^^c  the  angler  excellent  sport;  for  you  know  there 
of  nothing,  or  of  is  more  pleasure  in  hunting  the  hare  than  in  eating 
no      g  wo  ^^^ .  ^^^  J  ^^  forbear,  at  this  time,  to  say  any  more, 

because  you  see  yonder  come  our  brother  Peter  and  honest  Cori- 
don.  But  I  will  promise  you,  that  as  you  and  I  fish  and  walk 
to-morrow  towards  London,  if  I  have  now  forgotten  anything 
that  I  can  then  remember,  I  will  not  keep  it  from  you. 

Well  met,  gentlemen  ;  this  is  lucky  that  we  meet  so  just 
together  at  this  very  door.  Come,  hostess,  where  are  you  ?  is 
supper  ready  ?  Come,  first  give  us  drink ;  and  be  as  quick  as 
you  can,  for  I  believe  we  are  all  very  hungry.  Well,  brother 
Peter  and  Coridon,  to  you  both  !  Come,  drink  :  and  then  tell  me 
-what  luck  of  fish  :  we  two  have  caught  but  ten  trouts,  of  which 
my  scholar  caught  three.  Look  !  here's  eight ;  and  a  brace  we 
gave  away.  We  have  had  a  most  pleasant  day  for  fishing  and 
talking,  and  are  returned  home  both  weary  and  hungry ;  and  now 
meat  and  rest  will  be  pleasant. 

Peter.  And  Coridon  and  I  have  not  had  an  unpleasant  day  : 
and  yet  I  have  caught  but  five  trouts  ;  for,  indeed,  we  went  to  a 
good  honest  alehouse,  and  there  we  played  at  shovel-board* 
half  the  day  ;  all  the  time  that  it  rained  we  were  there,  and  as 
merry  as  they  that  fished.     And  I  am  glad  we  are  now  with  a 

VASIATION. 

'  After  eiving  the  Instructions  for  Bleak-fishuiflr,  Piscator,  in  the^rt/  edition,  pro- 
ceeds :  "  1  might  now  tell  you  how  to  catch  Roacm  and  Dace,  and  some  other  fish  of 
little  note,  that  I  have  not  yet  spoke  of :  but  you  see  we  are  almost  at  our  lodging,  and, 
indeed*  if  we  were  not,  I  would  omit  to  give  you  any  directions  concerning  them,  ur  how 
to  fish  for  them,  not  but  that  they  be  both  good  fish,  being  in  season,  and  especially  to  some 
palatesi  and  they  also  make  the  aneler  ^ood  sport ;  and  you  know  the  hunte^  says  there 
IS  more  sport  in  hunting  the  hare  than  m  eating  of  her :  but  I  will  forbear  to  give  any 
directions  concerning  theOf  because  you  may  go  a  few  days  and  take  the  pleasure  of  the 
fresh  air,  and  bear,  any  common  angler  company,  that  fishes  for  them,  and  by  that  means 
learn  more  than  any  direction  I  can  give  you  in  words  can  make  you  capable  of;  and  I 
will  therefore  end  my  discourse,  for  yonder  comes,"  &c.,  as  in  the  text. 

*  Nares  in  his  Glossary  explains  Skcvel-hoard  to  be  "  a  common  trivial  game,  which 
consisted  in  pushing  or  shaxing  pieces  of  money  on  a  board  to  reach  certain  marks.'* 
Shovel-board  play  is  graphically  described  in  a  poem  entitled  Mensa  Luhricai^^mntxea 
both  in  Latin  and  EnelisK  by  Thomas  Master.  The  English  poem  is  largely  cited  in 
Bliss's  edition  of  Wood's  Athens,  vol  iii.  p.  84.  The  Table  had  lines  or  divisions  marked 
with  figures  according  to  the  value  of  which  the  player  counted  his  game.  It  is  minutely 
described  by  Strutt,  in  his  Sports  and  Pastimes,  p.  367,  as  still  in  use  in  pothouses,  and 
played  with  a  smooth  halfpenny.  The  game  was  also  c;illed  Shovil-gruat,  Shove-board, 
and  Shuffle-boardt  and  was  at  one  time  a  very  general  amusement  among  all  classes.  In 
the  Privy  Puru  Expenses  of  Henry  VIII.  it  is  stated  that  his  Majesty  lost  various  sums 
at  "  Shovill-abourd,'^  pp.  188, 189,  195,  909. 
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dry  house  over  our  heads ;  for,  hark  !  how  it  rains  and  blows. 
Come,  hostess,  give  us  more  ale,  and  our  supper  with  what  haste 
you  may  :  and  when  we  have  supped,  let  us  have  your  song, 
Piscator ;  and  the  catch  that  your  scholar  promised  us  ;  or  else* 
Coridon  will  be  dogged. 

Piscator.  Nay,  I  will  not  be  worse  than  my  word  ;  you 
shall  not  want  my  song,  and  I  hope  I  shall  be  perfect  in  tt. 

Venator.  And  I  hope  the  like  for  my  catch,  which  I  have 
ready  too  :  and  therefore  let's  go  merrily  to  supper,  and  ihea 
have  a  gentle  touch  at  singing  and  drinking ;  but  the  Last  with 
moderation. 

Coridon.  Come,  now  for  your  song  ;  for  we  have  fed 
heartily.  Come,  hostess,'  lay  a  few  more  sUcks  on  the  fire. 
And  now,  sing  when  you  will. 

Piscator.  Well  then,  here's  to  you,  Coridon  ;  and  now  for 
my  song. 


O  the  gallant »  Fisher's  life. 

It  is  the  best  of  any ; 
'Tis  full  of  pleasure,  void  of  strife. 
And  'tis  belov'd  of  many : 

Other  joys 

Are  but  toys; 

Only  this 

LAwful  is ; 

For  oiu-  skill 

Breeds  no  ill, 
But  content  and  pleasure. 

In  a  morning  up  we  rise. 
Ere  Aurora's  peeping ; 
Drink  a  cup  to  wash  our  eyes  ; 
Leave  the  sluggard  sleeping  : 

Then  we  go 

To  and  fro, 

"With  our  knacks 

At  our  backs, 

To  such  streams 

As  the  Thames, 
If  we  have  the  leisure. 

When  we  please  to  walk  abroad 

For  our  recreation, 
In  the  fields  is  our  abode, 
Full  of  delectation : 
Where  in  a  brook 
With  a  hook, 


r)r  a  lake, 
I  isib  we  lake  i 
Tlicre  we  sit^ 
For  ft  bit, 
Till  ue  fjsh  en  tingle. 

We  have  getitltis  in  a  horUt 
We  have  paste  and  worms  too  ; 

We  can  watch  bf4h  nigh*  and  mons, 
Suffer  min  :ind  slotms  too ; 

None  do  here 

Use  to  swear; 

Oaihs  do  fray 

]'*isb  Jlway  ; 

Wc  sit  slill^ 

And  TT.ilch  our  quill  ; 
Fishers  ruust  iiot  wr^tlglc 

If  the  sun*s  excessive  heat 

Make  our  bodies  swelter. 
To  an  osier  hedge  we  get 
For  a  friendly  shelter  ; 

Where,  in  a  dike, 

Perch  or  Pike, 

Roach  or  Dace, 

We  do  chase  ; 

Bleak  or  Gudgeon, 

Without  gru^ng; 
We  are  still  contented. 


VARIATIONS. 

7  give  us  a  little  more  drink  and  lay  a  few  more  sticks  on  the  fire.— u/  edit. 
•  brave.  ~u/ a/iV. 
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Or  we  sometimes  pass  an  hour 

Under  a  green  willow. 

That  defends  us  from  a  shower, 

Making;  earth  our  pillow  ; 

Where*  we  may 

Think  and  pray 


Before  death 
l>iop8  our  breath. 
Other  jo)rs 
Are  but  toys. 
And  to  be  lamented. 

Jo.  Chalkhill.* 


Variation.]    •  There.— 1*/,  a//,  attd  ^d  edit. 


*  The  name  is  aflbced  for  the  first  time  in  the  third  edition.  It  appears  from  the 
statement  of  Rscator,  in  pajpc  176,  that  though  this  song  was  chiefly  written  by  Chalk- 
bill,  yet  that  Walton  having  forgotten  some  parts  of  it,  had  himself  sunplied  the 
deficiencies:  hence  it  affords  anouer  specimen  of  his  poetical  talents.  Notices  of 
ChalkhiU  will  be  found  in  the  Life  of  Walton.  The  following  song,  taken  from  Charles 
Cotton's  Poem$i  8vo,  26891  P*  7^  is  to  the  same  purpose,  and  well  deserves  a  place 
here;— 


Away  to  the  brook. 

All  your  Uckle  outlook, 
Here's  a  day  chat  is  worth  a  gear's  wishing. 

See  that  all  things  be  right, 

For  'tis  a  very  spight 
To  want  tools  when  a  man  goes  a-fishing. 

If. 

Your  rod  with  tops  two, 

For  the  same  will  not  do 
If  your  manner  of  angling  you  vary  ; 

And  full  well  may  you  think, 

If  you  troll  with  a  pink, 
One  too  weak  will  be  apt  to  miscarry. 

m. 

Then  basket  neat  made 

By  a  master  in's  trade. 
In  a  belt  at  your  shoulders  must  dangle  ; 

For  none  e'er  was^  so  vain, 

To  wear  this  to  disdain 
Who  a  true  brother  was  of  the  angle. 


VII. 

The  da/s  not  too  bright. 

And  the  wind  hits  us  right. 
And  all  nature  does  seem  to  invite  us  ; 

We  have  all  things  at  will 

For  to  second  our  skill. 
As  they  all  did  conspire  to  delight  us. 

VIIL 

On  stream  now,  or  still, 

A  laree  pannier  we'll  fill. 
Trout  and  Grayling  to  rile  are  so  willing ; 

I  dare  venture  to  say, 

'Twill  be  a  bloody  day. 
And  we  all  shall  be  weary  of  killing. 

IX. 

Away,  then,  away. 

We  lose  sport  by  delay  ; 
But  first,  leave  all  our  sorrows  b^nd  us : 

If  Misfortune  do  come. 

We  are  all  gone  from  home. 
And  a-fishing  she  never  can  find  us. 


Next  pouch  must  not  fail, 

StuflTd  as  full  as  a  mail, 
With  wax,  crewels,  silks,  hair^  furs,  and 

To  make  several  flies  [feathers. 

For  the  several  skies. 
That  shall  kill  in  despight  of  all  weathers. 


The  ansler  is  free 

FVom  the  cares  that  Degree 
Fin4s  itself  with,  so  ofien,  tormented  : 

And  although  we  should  slay 

Each  a  hundred  a  day, 
'TIS  a  slaughter  needs  ne'er  be  repented. 


The  boxes  and  books 

For  your  lines  and  your  hooks. 
And,  though  not  for  strict  need  notwith- 
standing, 

Yotir  sdssars  and  your  hone 

To  adjust  your  points  on ; 
With  a  net  to  be  sure  of  your  landing. 


And  though  we  display 

All  our  arts  to  betray 
What  were  made  for  man  s  pleasure  and 
diet. 

Yet  both  princes  and  states 

May,  for  all  our  quaint  baits. 
Rule  themselves  and  their  people  in  quiet. 


All  these  being  on, 

Tis  liigh  time  we  were  gone. 


Down  and  upward,  that  all  may  have  plea- 
Till,  here  meeting  at  nignt, 
We  shall  have  the  delight 


Till,  here  meeting  at  nig^t,       [sure  ; 
We  shall  have  the  delight 
To  discourse  of  our  fortunes  at  leisure. 


We  scratch  not  our  pates, 
Nor  repine  at  the  rates ^ 

Our  superiors  impose  on  our  living  ; 
But  do  frankly  submit. 
Knowing  they  have  more  wit 

In  demanding^  than  we  liave  in  giving. 
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Venator,  Well  sung,  master;  this  day's  fortune  and  plcar 
sure,  and  this  night's  company  and  song,  do  all  make  me  more 
and  more  in  love  with  angling.  Gentlemen,  my  master  left  me 
alone  for  an  liour  this  day ;  and  I  verily  believe  he  retired  him- 
self from  talking  with  me  that  he  might  be  so  perfect  in  this  sox^; 
was  it  not,  master  ? 

PiscATOR.  Yes,  indeed,  for  it  is  many  years  since  I  learned 
it ;  and  having  forgotten  a  part  of  it,  I  was  forced  to  patch  it  np 
by  the  help  of  mine  own  invention,  who  am  not  excellent  at  poetry, 
as  my  part  of  the  song  may  testify ;  but  of  that  I  will  say  no 
more,  lest  you  should  think  I  mean,  by  discommending  it»  to  beg 
your  conunendations  of  it  And  therefore,  without  replications, 
let's  hear  your  catch,  scholar;  which  I  hope  will  be  a  good 
one,  for  you  are  both  musical  and  have  a  good  fancy  to  boot 

Venator.  Marry,  and  that  you  shall;  and  as  fredy  as  I 
would  have  my  honest  master  tell  me  some  more  secrets  of  fish 
and  fishing,  as  we  walk  and  fish  towards  London  to-morrow.  Bat, 
master,  first  let  me  tell  you,  that  very  hour  which  you  were  absent 
from  me,  I  sat  down  under  a  willow-tree  by  the  water-side,  and 
considered  what  you  had  told  me  of  the  owner  of  that  pleasant 
meadow  in  which  you  then  left  me ;  that  he  had  a  plentiful  estate, 
and  not  a  heart  to  think  so  ;  that  he  had  at  this  time  many  law- 
suits depending ;  and  that  they  both  damped  his  mirth,  and  took 
up  so  much  of  his  time  and  thoughts,  that  he  himself  had  not 
leisure  to  take  the  sweet  content  that  I,  who  pretended  no  title  to 
them,  took  in  his  fields :  for  I  could  there  sit  quietly ;  and  looking 
on  the  water,  see  some  fishes  sport  themselves  in  the  silver  streams^ 
others  leaping  at  flies  of  several  shapes  and  colours  ;  lookii^  on 
the  hills,  I  could  behold  them  spotted  with  woods  and  groves ; 
looking  down  the  meadows,  could  see,  here  a  boy  gatherii^  lilies 
and  lady-smocks,  and  there  a  girl  cropping  culvcrkeys  and  cow- 
slips, all  to  make  garlands  suitable  to  this  present. month  of  May: 

Xllf.  XV. 

WhUe  quiet  we  sit,  We  covet  no  wealth. 

We  conclude  all  thinn  fit :  But  the  blessine  of  health. 

Acquiescing  with  hearty  submission :  And  that  greater,  yxid  conscience  witlbn ; 
For  though  simple,  we  know  Such  devotion  we  l»^ 

That  soft  murmurs  will  grow.  To  our  God,  and  our  Rin^. 

At  the  last,  unto  downright  sedition.  That  from  either  no  offers  can  win. 

XIV.  XVI. 

We  care  not  who  says,  While  we  sit  and  fish. 

And  intends  it  dispraise.  We  pray,  as  we  wish. 

That  an  angler  to  a  fool  b  next  neighbour ;  For  long  lite  to  our  King.  James  the  Second. 
Let  him  prate ;  what  care  we  ?  Honest  anglers  then  may. 

We're  as  honest  as  he  ;  Or  they've  verv  foul  play. 

And  so  let  him  take  that  for  his  labour.  With  the  best  of  good  subjects  be  reckoo'd. 
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these,  and  many  other  field  flowers,  so  perfumed  the  air,  that  I 
thought  that  very  meadow  like  that  field  in  Sicily  of  which  Dio- 
dorus  speaks,  where  the  perfumes  arising  from  the  place  make  all 
dogs  that  hunt  in  it  to  fall  off,  and  to  lose  their  hottest  scent*  I 
say,  as  I  thus  sat,  joying  in  my  own  happy  condition,  and  pitying 
this  poor  rich  man  that  owned  this  and  many  other  pleasant  groves 
and  meadows  about  me,  I  did  thankfully  remember  what  my 
Saviour  said,  that  the  meek  possess  the  earth ;  1  or  rather,  they 
enjoy  what  the  others  possess,  and  enjoy  not ;  for  anglers  and 
meek,  quiet-spirited  men  are  free  from  those  high,  those  restless 
thoughts,  which  corrode  the  sweets  of  life ;  and  they,  and  they 
only,  can  say,  as  the  poet  has  happily  exprest  it — 

Hail  1  blest  estate  of  lowliness ; 

Happy^  enjoyments  of  such  minds 
As,  rich  in  self-contentedness. 

Can,  like  the  reeds,  in  roughest  winds* 
By  yielding  make  that  blow  but  small 
At  which  proud  oaks  and  cedars  fall. 

There  came  also  into  my  mind  at  that  time  certain  verses  in 
praise  of  a  mean  estate  and  humble  mind :  they  were  written  by 
Phineas  Fletcher,!  an  excellent  divine,  and  an  excellent  angler ;  and 
the  author  of  excellent  "  Piscatory  Eclogues,"  in  which  you  shall 
see  the  picture  of  this  good  man's  mind  :  and  I  wish  mine  to  be 
like  it 

No  empty  hopes,  no  courtly  fears  him  fright ; 
No  begging  wants  his  middle  fortune  bite : 
But  sweet  content  exiles  both  misery  and  spite. 
I^  certain  life,  that  never  can  deceive  him, 

is  full  of  thousand  sweets,  and  rich  content ; 
The  smooth-leav'd  beeches  in  the  field  receive  him. 

With  coolest  shade,  till  noontide's  heat  be  spent. 
His  life  is  neither  tost  in  boisterous  seas. 
Or  the  vexatious  world,  or  lost  in  slothful  ease ; 
Plea^d  and  full  blest  be  uves,  when  he  his  God  can  please. 

His  bed,  more  safe  than  soft,  yields  quiet  deeps. 

While  by  his  side  his  faithful  spouse  has  place ; 
His  little  son  into  his  bosom  creeps. 

The  lively  picture  of  his  father's  face. 

yARIATION. 

)  for  faideed  they  are  free  from  those  high,  those  restless  thoughts,  &c.— x«/  andvL 
edit. 

*  Diodorut  Sieulus,  lib.  v.  3.  p.  331,  vol.  i.  ed-  WesselUngiL 

t  He  is  thus  noticed  in  the  second  edition,  where  this  poem  first  occurs,  "written  by 
fhueas  Fletcher,  an  excellent  Angler,  who  in  his  PnrfU  Island  has  so  excellently 
imitated  our  Spenser's  Fairu  Queen, 

No  empty  hopes,"  &c. 
Phineas  Fletcher  was  the  son  of  Giles  Fletcher,  Doctor  of  Laws,  and  ambassador  from 
i^oeen  Elizabeth  to  the  Duke  of  Muscovy.  He  was  fellow  of  King's  College,  Cambridge, 
'")^.">c  author  of  an  allegorical  poem,  entitled  the  Purple  /</tf«a;  printed  at  Cambridge, 
]»[iin  other  of  his  poems,  m  4to,  1633 ;  from  whence  the  passage  in  the  text,  with  a  little 
sanation,  is  Uken. 

M 
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His  humble  honKc  or  pekur  state  ne'er  torment  him ; 
Less  he  could  like,  if  less  his  God  had  lent  him  ; 
And  when  he  dies,  green  turfs  do  for  a  tomb  content  hira. 

Gentlemen,  these  were  a  part  of  the  thoughts  that  then  possessed 
me.  And  I  there  made  a  conversion  of  a  piece  of  an  old  catch,* 
and  added  more  to  it,  fitting  them  to  be  sung  by  us  anglersw 
Come,  master,  you  can  sing  well :  you  must  sing  a  part  of  it,  as 
it  is  in  this  paper. 

Man's  life  is  but  vain  :  for  'tis  subject  to  pain. 

And  sorrow,  and  short  as  a  bubble  ; 
Tin  a  hodge-podge  of  business,  and  money,  ami  carei 

And  care,  and  money*  and  trouble. 

But  we'll  take  no  care  when  the  weather  proves  fair  ; 

Nor  Mrill  we  vex  now  though  it  rain  ; 
We'll  banish  all  sorrow,  and  sing  till  to-morrow. 

And  angle,  and  angle  again. 


A.  9  Voe, 

Cantus. 
Bassus. 
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bus'-ness,  and  mon-ey,  and  care.  And  care,  and  mon-ey,    and  troa-bk. 
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♦  The  song  here  sung  can  in  no  sense  of  the  word  be  termed  a  Caick,  It  was  probal^y 
•et  to  music  at  the  request  of  Walton,  and  is  to  be  found  in  a  book,  entitled  Srlfci 
Ay  ret  and  Dialogue  $  tor  one  ^  two,  and  three  Voyces:  to  the  Theorbo-Lute  and  Baste 
Viol.  By  John  Wilson  and  Charles  Coleman,  doctors  in  music,  Henry  Lawe«  and 
others.  Fol.  London,  1659.  It  occurs  in  the  first  edition  of  Wahon's  book,  pablisbed 
In  16S3.-H. 
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sing     till       to  •  mor  •  row.  And     an  -  gle,  and      an  •  gle       a  •  gain. 


Viz 

Peter.  I  marry,  Sir,  this  is  music  indeed ;  this  has  cheer'd 
my  heart,  and  made  me  remember  six  verses  in  praise  of  music, 
which  I  will  speak  to  you  instantly. 

Music  i  miraculous  rhetoric,  that  speak'st  sense 

Without  a  tongue,  excelling  eloquence  ; 

With  what  ease  might  thy  errors  be  excus'd, 

Wert  thou  as  truly  lov'd  as  th'  art  abus'd  1 

But  though  dull  souls  neglect,  and  some  reprove  thee, 

I  cannot  hate  thee,  'cause  the  Angels  love  thee.* 

Venator.  And  the  repetition  of  these  last  verses  of  music 
has  called  to  my  memory  what  Mr  Edmund  Waller,  a  lover  of 
the  angle,t  says  of  love  and  Ynusic 

*  See  these  K<rrrrx,  with  some  small  variation,  at  the  end  of  the  book,  entitled  SeUet 
Ayres  and  Diahguet^  referred  to  from  pa.  200,  n.  ;  with  **  W,  D.  knight,"  under  the 
bottom  line,  which  I  take  to  signify  that  they  were  written  by  Sir  Wilfiam  Davenant. 
■~H. 

t.  In  a  poem  "  Of  mv  Lady  Isabella  [Thynne]  playing  on  the  lute,"  Waller  again 
lotuses  music  in  the  following  words  :— 

Such  moving  sounds,  from  such  a  careless  touch  I 

So  unconcern 'd  herself,  and  we  so  much  I 

What  art  is  this,  that  with  so  little  pains 

Transports  us  thus,  and  o'er  our  spirits  reigns  ? 

The  trembling  strings  about  her  fingers  crowd. 

And  tell  their  joy  for  ev'ry  kiss  aloud  : 

Small  force  there  needs  to  make  them  tremble  so ; 

Touch'd  by  that  hand,  who  would  not  tremble  too ; 
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Whilst  I  listen  to  thy  Yoice* 

Chloris  I  I  feel  my  heart  *  decay ; 
That  powerful  voice  • 

Calls  my  fleetinf  soul  away : 
Oh  1  suppress  that  magic  sound. 
Which  destroys  without  a  wound. 

Peace,  Chloris  1  peace,  or  singing  die^ 
That  together  you  and  I 
To  heaven  may  go ; 
For  all  we  know 
Of  what  the  blessed  do  above* 
Is  that  they  sing,  and  that  they  love. 

PiSCATOR.  Well  remembered,  brother  Peter;  these  verses 
came  seasonably,  and  we  thank  you  heartily.  Come,  we  will  all 
join  together,  my  host  and  all,  and  sing  my  scholar's  catch  over 
again ;  and  then  each  man  drink  the  tother  cup,  and  to  bed ; 
and  thank  God  we  have  a  dry  house  over  our  heads. 

PiSCATOR.     Well,  now,  good-night  to  everybody. 

Peter.     And  so  say  I. 

Venator.     And  so  say  I. 

CoRiDON.     Good-night  to  you  all ;  and  I  thank  you. 

Variatioms.]    •  In  Waller's  Poems.  "  life."  »  •*  noise." 

Here  love  takes  stand,  and  while  she  charms  the  ear. 
Empties  his  quiver  on  the  list'ning  deer : 
Music  so  softens,  and  disarms  the  mind. 
That  not  an  arrow  does  reastance  find. 

Thus  the  fair  tyrant  celebrates  the  prize, 

And  acts  herself  the  triumph  of  her  eyes : 
So  Nero  once,  with  harp  in  hand,  survey'd 
His  flaming  Rome,  and  as  it  bum'd  he  play'd 
Some  unpublished  verses  by  Waller,  addressed  "To  a  Lady  Fishing,"  preserved  ia 
MS.  late  in  the  Royal  Society,  will  be  given  in  the  additional  notes. 
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CHAPTER  XVII.  TO  CHAP  FER  XXL 

PISCATOR  Good-morrow,  brother  Peter,  and  the  like  to 
you,  honest  Coridon. 

Come,  my  hostess  says  there  is  seven  shillings  to  pay  :  let's 
each  man  drink  a  pot  for  his  morning's  draught,  and  lay  down  his 
two  shillings,  so  that  my  hostess  may  not  have  occasion  to  repent 
herself  of  being  so  diligent,  and  using  us  so  kindly. 

Peter.  The  motion  is  liked  by  everybody,  and  so,  hostess, 
here's  your  money.  We  anglers  are  all  beholden  to  you  ;  it  will 
not  be  long  ere  I'll  see  you  again ;  and  now,  brother  Piscator,  I 
wish  you,  and  my  brother  your  scholar,  a  fair  day  and  good 
fortune.     Come,  Coridon,  this  is  our  way. 

Venator.  Good  master,  as  we  go  now  towards  London,  be 
Ch  p  XVII  ^^^^  ^°  courteous  as  to  give  me  more  instructions  ; 
Of  Roach  and  for  I  have  Several  boxes  in  my  memory,  in  which 
^^*'  I  will  keep  them  all  very  safe,   there  shall  not 

one  of  them  be  lost. 

Piscator.  Well,  scholar,  that  I  will :  and  I  will  hide  nothing 
from  you  that  I  can  remember,  and  can  think  may  help  you 
forward  towards  a  perfection  in  this  art.     And  because  we  have 
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so  much  time,  and  I  have  said  so  little  of  Roach  and  Dace,  I 
will  give  you  some  directions  concerning  them. 

Some  say  the  Roach  is  so  called  from  rutilus,  which  they  say 
signifies  red  fins.  He  is  a  fish  of  no  great  reputation  for  hh 
dainty  taste ;  and  his  spawn  is  accounted  much  better  than  any 
other  part  of  hint  And  you  may  take  notice,  that  as  the  Carp 
is  accounted  the  water-fox,  for  his  cunning;  so  the  Roach  is 
accoimted  the  water-sheep,  for  his  simplicity  or  foolishness.  It 
is  noted,  that  the  Roach  and  Dace  recover  strength,  and  grow 
in  season  in  a  fortnight  after  spawning ;  the  Barbel  and  Chub 
in  a  month  ;  the  Trout  in  four  months ;  and  the  Salmon  in  the 
like  time,  if  he  gets  into  the  sea,  and  after  into  fresh  water. 

Roaches  be  accounted  much  better  in  the  river  than  in  a  pond, 
though  ponds  usually  breed  the  biggest.  But  there  is  a  kind  of 
bastard  small  Roach,  that  breeds  in  ponds,  with  a  very  forked 
tail,  and  of  a  very  small  size ;  which  some  say  is  bred  by  the 
Bream  and  right  Roach ;  and  some  ponds  are  stored  with  these 
beyond  belief ;  and  knowing-men,  that  know  their  difference,  call 
them  Ruds  :  they  differ  from  the  true  Roach,  as  much  as  a 
Herring  from  a  Pilchard.  And  these  bastard  breed  of  Roach  are 
now  scattered  in  many  rivers  :  but  I  think  not  in  the  Thames, 
which  I  believe  affords  the  largest  and  fattest  in  this  nation, 
especially  below  London  Bridge.* 

*  I  know  not  what  Roaches  are  caught  below  bridge  :  but  above,  I  am  sore  they  ■« 
¥eiy  lar^e;  for  on  the  15th  of  September  1754,  at  Hampton,  I  caught  one  tlou  vsa 
fourteen  mches  and  an  eighth  from  eye  to  fork,  and  in  weight  wanted  but  an  oooce  oC 
two  pounds. 

The  season  for  fishing  for  Roach  in  the  Thames  bfgitu  about  the  hitter  end  of  Augtot, 
and  contintus  much  longer  than  it  is  either  pleasant  or  safe  to  fish.  It  raquires  sose 
skill  to  hit  the  time  of  talcing  them  exactly ;  for  all  the  summer  long  they  live  on  the 
weed,  which  they  do  not  for^e,  for  the  deeps,  till  it  becomes  putrid,  and  that  is  sooner 
or  later,  according  as  the  season  is  wet  or  dry ;  for  3rou  are  to  know,  that  moch  raia 
hastens  the  rotting^  of  the  weed.  I  say  it  requires  some  skiU  to  hit  the  time ;  fcM-  the 
fishermen  who  live  in  all  the  towns  along  the  river,  from  Chiswick  to  Staines,  are,  aboot 
this  time,  nightly  upon  the  watchj  as  soon  as  the  fish  come  out,  to  sweep  them  away 
with  a  drag-net :  and  our  poor  patient  angler  is  left,  baitkig  the  ground  aiid  adjusting 
his  Uckle,  to  catch  those  very  fish  which,  perhaps,  the  mght  before  haa  been  carried  to 
Billing»rate. 

The  Thames,  as  well  above  as  below  London  Bridge,  wa<i  formerly  much  resorted  to 
bv  London  anglers :  and,  which  is  strange  to  think  on,  considering  the  unpleasantness 
of  the  station,  the;r  were  used  to  fish  near  the  starlings  of  the  bridge.  This  will  account 
for  the  many  fishing-tackle  shops  that  were  formerly  in  Crooked  Lane,  which  leads  to 
the  Inidge.  In  the  memory  of  a  person  not  long  since  living,  a  waterman  that  plied  at 
Essex  Stairs,  his  name  John  Reeves,  got  a  comfortable  livbg  by  attending  anglers  vith 
his  boat :  his  method  was,  to  watch  when  the  shoaCS  of  Roach  came  down  frmn  ti^ 
country,  and,  when  he  had  found  them,  to  go  round  to  his  customers  and  give  then 
notice.  Sometimes  they  settled  opposite  the  Temple :  at  others,  at  Blackfnars  or 
Queenhithe :  but  most  hequently  about  the  ChalkhiUs,  near  London  Bridge.  His  hire 
was  two  shilling  a  tide.  A  certain  number  of  persons,  who  were  accustomed  thus  to 
employ  him,  raised  a  snm  sufficient  to  buy  him  a  waterman's  coat,  and  silver  badge,  the 
Impress  whereof  was,  *'  Himself,  with  an  Angler,  in  his  boat ; "  and  he  had,  ansaally,  a 
new  coat  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  might  be  about  the  year  173a 
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The  Roach  is  a  leather-mouthed  fish,  and  has  a  land  of  sawl 
like  teeth  in  his  throat.  And  lastly,  let  me  tell  you,  the  Roach 
makes  an  angler  excellent  sport,  especially  the  great  Roaches 
about  London,  where  I  think  there  be  the  best  Roach-anglers.* 
And  I  think  the  best  Trout-anglers  be  in  Derbyshire ;  ^  for  the 
waters  there  are  clear  to  an  extremity. 

Next,  let  me  tell  you,  you  shall  fish  for  this  Roach  in  Winter 
with  paste  or  gentles  ;  in  April  with  worms  or  cadis ;  in  the  very 
hot  months  with  little  white  snails  ;  or  with  files  under  water, 
•for  he  seldom  takes  them  at  the  top,  though  the  Dace  wiU.^     In 

VARIATIONS. 

1  and  the  best  Trout-anglers  in  Derbyshire. — 34^  edit, 

s  The  second  edition  proceeds  thus :  **  and  in  August  you  shall  fish  for  him  with  a 
paste  made  of  the  crumbs  of  bread,  and  much  after  this  manner  you  shall  fish  for  the 
Dace  or  Dare,"  &c 

Shepperton  and  Hampton  are  the  places  chiefly  resorted  to  by  the  Londoners,  who 
angle  there  in  boats :  at  each  there  is  a  large  deep,  to  which  Roach  are  attracted  by 
constant  baiting.  That  at  Hampton  is  opposite  the  churchyard  ;  and  in  that  cemetery 
lies  an  angler,  upon  whose  gravestone  u  an  inscription,  now  nearly  effaced,  consisting 
of  these  homely  unes  : — 

In  memory  of  Mr  Thomas  Tombs,  goldsmith,  of  London,  who  departed  this  life 
Aug.  i3th,  1758,  aged  53  years. 

Each  brother  Bob,  that  sportive  passes  here, 

Pause  at  this  stone,  and  drop  the  silent  tear. 

For  him  who  lov'd  your  harmless  sport ; 

Who  to  this  Pitch  a  did  oft  resort ; 

Who  in  it^t  converse  oft  would  please, 

With  native  humour,  mirth  and  case  ; 

His  actions  form'd  upon  so  iust  a  plan, 

He  liVd  a  worthy,  died  an  honest  man. 
Formerly  the  fishermen  inhabiting  the  villages  on  the  banks  of  the  Thames  were  used 
to  enclose  certain  parts  of  the  river  with  what  they  called  stopsy  but  which  were  in  effect 
i*M>«  or  kidelty  b  by  stakes  driven  into  the  bed  thereof ;  and  10  these  they  tied  wheels, 
creating  thereby  a  current,  which  drove  the  fish  into  those  traps.  This  practice,  though 
k  may  sound  oddly  to  Sf  y  so,  is  aninst  Magna  Charta%  and  is  expressly  prohibited  by 
the  a3d  chapter  of  that  statute.r  In  the  year  1757,  the  Lord  Mayor.  Dickenson,  sent  the 
Water-Bailiff"  up  the  Thames,  in  a  barge  well  manned,  and  furnished  with  proper  imple- 
ments, who  destroyed  all  those  enclosures  on  this  side  Staines,  by  pulling  up  the  stakes 
and  setting  them  adrift. — H. 

*  As  Walton  has  given  no  specific  directions  for  Roach-fishing,  the  following,  which 
are  usually  adopted  by  London  anglers,  will  perhaps  not  be  deemed  irrelevant.  Use  a 
light  cane  rod  with  a  fine  stiff*  top,  a  single  gut  line,  a  goose-quill  float,  and  No.  za  hook  : 
the  Une,  when  fishing,  should  not  be  above  twelve  inches  long  above  the  float,  which 
mnu  be  so  shotted,  that  not  more  than  the  eighth  of  an  inch  appear  above  water :  keep 
the  top  of  the  rod  over  the  float,  and  when  the  least  movement  is  noticed,  strike  quickly, 
but  h'ghtly,  letting  the  movement  proceed  from  the  wnst,  not  from  the  arm.  Use  a 
landing  net,  particularly  if  fishing  from  a  high  bank.  Before  beginning  to  angle  plumb 
the  depth  acatrately,  and  if  the  stream  be  innuenced  by  tides,  milis,  &c  ,  repeat  the  same 
occasionally,  fish  within  six  inches  of  the  bottom,  and  ground-bait  with  graves  mixed  with 
bran  and  clay,  or  with  grains  or  bread. — B. 

A  A  particular  spot,  called  a  pitch,  from  the  act  of  pitching  or  fastenhig  the  boat 
there.— H. 

h  KiDELLUS.  Machina  piscatoria  in  fluminibus  ad  Salmones  aliosque  pisces  intercipi- 
cndos :  BtttUs  et  Weres,  Angli  vocant.    Du  Cange.— B. 

r  In  the«e  words :  "  Omnes  Kidelli  deponantur  de  caetero  per  Thamesiam  et  Med- 
weiam  et  per  totam  Angliam,  nis  per  costeram."— B. 
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many  of  the  hot  months,  Roaches  may  also  be  caught  thus :  take 
a  May-fly,  or  ant-fly,  sink  him  with  a  little  lead  to  the  bottom, 
near  to  the  piles  or  posts  of  a  bridge,  or  near  to  any  posts  of  a 
weir,  I  mean  any  deep  place  where  Roaches  lie  quietly,  and  thea 
pull  your  fly  up  very  leisurely,  and  usually  a  Roach  will  follow 
your  bait  up  to  the  very  top  of  the  water,  and  gaze  on  it  there, 
and  run  at  it,  and  take  it,  lest  the  fly  should  fly  away  from  him. 

I  have  seen  this  done  at  Windsor  and  Henley  Bridge,  and  great 
store  of  Roach  taken  ;  and  sometimes  a  Dace  or  Chub.  And  in 
August  you  may  flsh  for  them  with  a  paste  made  only  of  the 
crumbs  of  bread,  which  should  be  of  pure  fine  manchet ;  and  that 
paste  must  be  so  tempered  betwixt  your  hands  till  it  be  both  s(^ 
and  tough  too :  a  very  little  water,  and  time,  and  labour,  and 
clean  hands,  vrill  make  it  a  most  excellent  paste.  But  when  you 
fish  with  it,  you  must  have  a  small  hook,  a  quick  eye,  and  a 
nimble  hand,  or  the  bait  is  lost,*  and  the  fish  too  ;  if  one  may 
lose  that  which  he  never  had.  With  this  paste  you  may,  as  I 
said,  take  both  the  Roach  and  the  Dace  or  Dare ;  for  they  be 
much  of  a  kind,  in  manner  of  feeding,  cunning,  goodness,  and 
usually  in  size.  And  therefore  take  this  general  direction,  for 
some  other  baits  which  may  concern  you  to  take  notice  of  :  they 
•  will  bite  almost  at  any  fly,  but  especially  at  ant-flies  ;  concerning 
which  take  this  direction,  for  it  is  very  good. 

Take  the  blackish  ant-fly  out  of  the  molehill  or  anthill,  in 
which  place  you  shall  find  them  in  the  month  of  June ;  or  if  that 
be  too  early  in  the  year,  then,  doubtless,  you  may  find  them  in 
July,  August,  and  most  of  September.  Gather  them  alive,  with 
both  their  wings  :  and  then  put  them  into  a  glass  that  will  hold 
a  quart  or  a  pottle ;  but  first  put  into  the  glass  a  handful,  or  more, 
of  the  moist  earth  out  of  which  you  gather  them,  and  as  mudi  of 
the  roots  of  the  grass  of  the  said  hillock ;  and  then  put  in  the 
flies  gently,  that  they  lose  not  their  wings  :  lay  a  clod  of  earth 
over  it ;  and  then  so  many  as  are  put  into  the  glass,  without 
bruising  will  live  there  a  month  or  more,  and  be  always  in  readi- 
ness for  you  to  fish  with  :  but  if  you  would  have  them  keep  longer, 
then  get  any  great  earthen  pot,  or  barrel  of  three  or  four  gallons, 
which  is  better,  then  wash  your  barrel  with  water  and  honey ;  and 
having  put  into  it  a  quantity  of  earth  and  grass  roots,  then  put 
in  your  flies,  and  cover  it,  and  they  will  live  a  quarter  of  a  year. 
These,  in  any  stream  and  clear  water,  are  a  deadly  bait  for  Roach 

*  To  make  the  paste  stick  on  the  hook,  many  anglers  mix  with  it  a  smjiQ  quantity  of 
wool— B. 
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or  Dace,  or  for  a  Chub  :  and  your  rule  is  to  fish  not  less  than  a 
handful  from  the  bottom. 

I  shall  next  tell  you  a  winter-bait  for  a  Roach,  a  Dace,  or  Chub ; 
and  it  is  choicely  good.  About  All-hallantide,  and  so  till  frost 
comes,  when  you  see  men  ploughing  up  heath-ground,  or  sandy 
ground,  or  greenswards,  then  follow  the  plough,  and  you  sha!kl  find 
a  white  worm  as  big  as  two  maggots,  and  it  hath  a  red  head :  you 
may  observe  in  what  ground  most  are,  for  there  the  crows  will  be 
very  watchful  and  follow  the  plough  very  close  :  it  is  all  soft,  and 
full  of  wiiitish  guts  ;  a  worm  that  is.  in  Norfolk  and  some  other 
counties,'  called  a  grub ;  and  is  bred  of  the  spawn  or  eggs  of  a 
beetle,  which  she  leaves  in  holes  that  she  digs  in  the  ground  under 
cow  or  horse  dung,  and  there  rests  all  winter,  and  in  March  or 
April  comes  to  be  first  a  red  and  then  a  black  beetle.  Gather  a 
thousand  or  two  of  these,  and  put  them,  with  a  peck  or  two  of  their 
own  earth,  into  some  tub  or  firkin,  and  cover  and  keep  them  so 
warm  that  the  frost  or  cold  air,  or  winds,  kill  them  not :  these  you 
may  keep  all  winter,  and  kill  fish  with  them  at  any  time  ;  and  if 
you  put  some  of  them  into  a  little  earth  and  honey,  a  day  before 
you  use  them,  you  will  find  them  an  excellent  bait  for  Bream, 
Carp,  or  indeed  for  almost  any  fish. 

And  after  this  manner  you  may  also  keep  gentles  all  winter ; 
which  are  a  good  bait  then,  and  much  the  better  for  being  lively 
and  tough.  Or  you  may  breed  and  keep  gentles  thus  :  take  a 
piece  of  beast's  liver,  and,  with  a  cross  stick,  hang  it  in  some 
comer,  over  a  pot  or  barrel  half  full  of  dry  clay;  and  as  the  gentles 
grow  big,  they  will  fall  into  the  barrel  and  scour  themselves,  and  be 
always  ready  for  use  whensoever  you  incline  to  fish ;  and  these 
gentles  may  be  thus  created  till  after  Michaelmas.  But  if  you 
desire  to  keep  gentles  to  fish  with  all  the  year,  then  get  a  dead  cat, 
or  a  kite,  and  let  it  be  fly-blown ;  and  when  the  gentles  begin  to  be 
alive  and  to  stir,  then  bury  it  and  them  in  soft  moist  earth,  but  as 
free  from  frost  as  you  can  ;  and  these  you  may  dig  up  at  any  time 
when  you  intend  to  use  them:  these  will  last  till  March,  and  about 
that  time  turn  to  be  flies. 

But  if  you  be  nice  to  foul  your  fingers,  which  good  anglers  seldom 
are,  then  take  this  bait :  get  a  handful  of  well-made  malt,  and  put 
it  into  a  dish  of  water ;  and  then  wash  and  rub  it  betwixt  your 
hands  till  you  make  it  clean,  and  as  free  from  husks  as  you  can  ; 
then  put  that  water  from  it,  and  put  a  small  quantity  of  fresh  water 
to  it,  and  set  it  in  something  that  is  fit  for  that  purpose,  over  the 
Variation.]    *  "countries,"  in  the  \$t,  ad,  yi,  and  4/A  ediL 
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fire,  where  it  is  not  to  boil  apace,  but  leisurely  and  very  softly, 
•until  it  become  somewhat  soft,  which  you  may  try  by  feeling  it 
betwixt  your  finger  and  thumb ;  and  when  it  is  soft,  then  put 
your  water  from  it :  and  then  take  a  sharp  knife,  and  turning  the 
sprout  end  of  the  com  upward  with  the  point  of  your  knife,  take 
the  back  part  of  the  husk  off  from  it,  and  yet  leaving  a  kind  of 
inward  husk  on  the  com,  or  else  it  is  marred;  and  then  cut  off  that 
sprouted  end,  I  mean  a  little  of  it,  that  the  white  may  appear ; 
and  so  pull  off  the  husk  on  the  cloven  side,  as  I  directed  you  ;  and 
then  cutting  off  a  very  little  of  the  other  end,  that  so  your  hook 
may  enter ;  and  if  your  hook  be  small  and  good,  you  will  find  this 
to  be  a  very  choice  bait,  either  for  winter  or  summer,  you  some- 
times casting  a  little  of  it  into  the  place  where  your  float  swims. 

And  to  take  the  Roach  and  Dace,  a  good  bait  is  the  young 
brood  of  wasps  or  bees,  if  you  dip  their  heads  in  blood  ;  especially 
good  for  Bream,  if  they  be  baked,  or  hardened  in  their  husks  in  an 
oven,  after  the  bread  is  taken  out  of  it ;  or  hardened  on  a  fire-shovel : 
and  so  also  is  the  thick  blood  of  sheep,  being  half  dried  on  a 
trencher,  that  so  you  may  cut  into  such  pieces  as  may  best  fit  the 
size  of  your  hook  ;  and  a  little  salt  keeps  it  from  growing  black, 
and  makes  it  not  the  worse,  biit  better  :  this  is  taken  to  be  a 
choice  bait,  if  rightly  ordered. 

There  be  several  oils  of  a  strong  smell  that  I  have  been  told  of, 
and  to  be  excellent  to  tempt  fish  to  bite,  of  which  I  could  say  much. 
But  I  remember  I  once  carried  a  small  bottle  from  Sir  George 
Hastings  *  to  Sir  Henry  Wotton,  they  were  both  chemical  men, 
au  a  great  present:  it  was  sent,  and  received,  and  used,  with  great 
confidence ;  and  yet,  upon  inquiry,  I  found  it  did  not  answer  the 
expectation  of  Sir  Henry  ;  which,  with  the  help  of  this  and  other 
circumstances,  makes  me  have  little  belief  in  such  things  as  many 
men  talk  of.  Not  but  that  I  think  that  fishes  both  smell  and  hear, 
as  I  have  exprest  in  my  former  discourse  :  but  there  is  a  mysterious 
knack,  which  though  it  be  much  easier  than  the  philosopher's 
stone,  yet  is  not  attainable  by  common  capacities,  or  else  lies 
locked  up  in  the  brain  or  breast  of  some  chemical  man,  that,  like 
the  Rosicmcians,t  will  not  yet  reveal  it.     But  let  me  nevertheless 

•  Sec  note,  p.  if. 

t  llie  RosicmcioHS  were  a  sect  of  frantic  enthusiasts,  who  sprung  up  in  Germany  about 
die  beginning  of  the  fourteenth  century :  they  professed  to  teach  tbe  art  of  making  gold : 
and  IxMsied  of  a  secret,  in  their  power,  to  protract  the  period  of  human  life,  and  even  to 
restore  youth.  Their  founder  having  been  to  the  Holy  Land,  pvtended  to  have  learned 
all  this  from  the  Arabs.  They  propagated  their  M:n»e)ess  philosophy  by  tradition  .*  and 
revealed  their  mjrsteries  only  to  &  chosen  few.  and  to  this  practice  the  author  allude^- 
Lemery,  in  his  book  Oj  CA^tnistry,  has  thus  defined  their  art ;    **Ars  tin*  arte:  t^jM 
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tell  you,  that  camphire,  put  with  moss  into  your  worm- bag  with 
your  worms,  makes  them,  if  many  anglers  be  not  very  much  mis- 
taken, a  tempting  bait,  and  the  angler  more  fortunate.  But  I 
stepped  by  chance  into  this  discourse  of  oils,  and  fishes  smelling ; 
and  though  there  might  be  more  said,  both  of  it  and  of  baits  for 
Roach  and  Dace  and  other  float-fish,  yet  I  will  forbear  it  at  this 
time,*  and  tell  you,  in  the  next  place,  how  you  are  to  prepare 
your  tackling  :  concerning  which,  I  will,  for  sport- sake,  give  you 
an  old  rhyme  out  of  an  old  fish-book  ;  which  will  prove  a  part, 
and  but  a  part,  of  what  you  are  to  provide. 

My  rod  and  mv  Unct  my  float  and  my  lead. 
My  hook  and  my  plummet,  my  whetstone  and  knife, 

Mv  basket,  my  baits,  both  living  and  dead. 
My  net,  and  my  meat,  for  that  is  the  chief: 

Then  I  must  have  thread,  and  hairs  green  ^  and  tmalli 

With  mine  angling  purse :  and  so  you  have  all. 

But  you  must  have  all  these  tackling,  and  twice  so  many  more,t 

Variation.]    ♦  great — xst  edit. 

friHct^um  titeniiri,  medium  laboraret  et  finis  mendicare.'*  An  art  without  art ;  whose 
heginning  is  lying,  whose  middle  is  labour,  and  whose  end  is  beggary. — E. 

*  Roach  delight  in  gravelly  or  sandy  bottoms :  their  haunts,  especially  as  winter 
approaches,  are  m  clear,  deep  and  still  waters ;  and  at  other  times,  they  lie  m  and  near 
weeds,  and  under  the  shade  of  boughs :  they  spawn  about  the  latter  end  of  May,  when 
they  are  scabby  and  unwholesome :  but  are  again  in  order  in  about  three  weeks.  The 
largest  are  taken  after  Michaelmas ;  and  their  prime  season  is  in  February  or  March. 
The  baits  for  Roach,  not  already  mentioned,  are,  cad-bait  and  oak-worms,  for  the  spring  ; 
in  May,  ant's  eggs ;  and  paste  made  of  the  crumb  of  a  new  roll,  both  white,  and  tinged 
with  red,  which  i^  done  by  putting  vermilion  into  the  water  wherewith  you  moisten  it ; 
this  paste  will  do  for  the  winter  also. 

The  haunts  of  Dacs  are,  gravelly,  sandy,  and  clayey  bottoms ;  deep  holes  that  are 
shaded  ;  water-lily  leaves  ;  and  under  the  foam  caused  by  an  eddy :  in  hot  weather,  they 
are  to  be  found  on  the  shallows.  They  spawn  about  the  latter  end  of  March  :  and  are 
b  season  about  three  weeks  after :  they  are  not  very  good  till  about  Michaelmas,  and 
are  best  in  February.  Baits  for  Dace,  other  than  those  mentioned  by  Walton,  are,  the 
oak-worm,  red-worm,  brandling,  gilt -tail ;  and  indeed  any  worm,  bred  on  trees  or  bushes^ 
that  is  not  too  big  for  his  mouth  ;  almost  aU  kinds  of  flies  and  caterpillars. 

Though  Dace  are  often  caught  with  a  float,  as  Roach,  yet  they  are  to  be  taken  with 
an  artificial  gnat,  or  ant-fly,  or  indeed  almost  any  other  small  fly  in  its  season  ;  but  in  the 
Thames,  above  Richmond,  the  largest  are  caught  with  a  green  or  dun  grasshopper,  and 
sometimes  with  gentles ;  with  both  of  which  you  are  to  fish  as  with  an  artincial  fly. 
They  are  not  to  be  come  at  till  about  September,  when  the  weeds  begin  to  rot :  but 
when  you  have  found  where  they  lie,  which,  in  a  warm  day,  is  generally  on  the  shallows, 
'tis  incredible  what  havoc  you  may  make  :  pinch  off  the  first  joint  of  the  grasshopper's 
legs,  put  the  point  of  the  hook  in  at  the  head,  and  bring  it  out  at  the  tail ;  and  m  this 
wav  of  fishing  you  will  catch  Chub,  especially  if  you  throw  under  the  boughs. 

But  this  can  be  done  only  in  a  boat :  for  the  management  whereof,  be  provided  with  a 
Btaff,  and  a  heavy  stoue  fastened  to  a  strong  rope  of  four  or  five  yards  in  length  :  fasten 
the  rope  to  the  head  of  the  boat,  and  drive  down  with  the  stream  :  when  you  come  to  a 
place  where  the  fish  are  likely  to  lie,  drop  the  stone,  and  standing  in  the  stem,  throw 
down  the  stream,  and  a  little  to  the  right  and  left :  after  trying  a  place,  push  the  boat 
k>wer  down,  and  throw  again.  Use  a  common  fly-line,  about  ten  yards  long,  with  a 
strong  single  hair  next  the  hook.  It  is  true  there  is  less  certainty  of  catching  in  tms  way 
than  with  a  float  or  ground  bait :  for  which  reason,  I  would  recommend  it  only  to  those 
who  can  command  a  boat  for  that  purpose,  and  can  take  advantage  of  a  still,  warm, 
gloomy  dav ;  to  such  it  will  afford  much  more  diversion  than  the  ordinary  inartificial 
method  of  fishing  in  the  deeps  for  Roach  and  Dace. — H. 

t  I  have  heard  that  the  tackling  hath  been  priced  at  fifty  pounds,  in  the  inventory  of  an 
angler.— AV/*  by  Walton, 
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with  which,  if  you  mean  to  be  a  fisher,  you  must  store  yourself ; 
and  to  that  purpose  I  will  go  with  you,  either  to  *  Mr  Margrave, 
who  dwells  amongst  the  booksellers  in  St  Paul's  Churchyard,  or 
to  Mr  John  Stubs,  near  to  the  Swan  in  Golding  Lane  :  they  be 
both  honest  men,  and  will  fit  an  angler  with  what  tackling  be 
lacks. 

Venator.     Then,  good  master,  let  it  be  at ,t  for  he  is 

nearest  to  my  dwelling.  And  I  pray  let's  meet  there  the  ninth 
of  May  next,  about  two  of  the  dock ;  and  I'll  want  nothing  that 
a  fisher  should  be  furnished  with. 

PiSCATOR.  Well,  and  Til  not  fail  you,  God  willing,  at  the 
time  and  place  appointed. 

Venator.  I  thank  you,  good  master,  and  I  will  not  fail  you. 
And,  good  master,  tell  me  what  B All's  more  you  remember ;  for 
it  will  not  now  be  long  ere  we  shall  be  at  Tottenham  High  Cross ; 
and  when  we  come  thither  I  will  make  you  some  requital  of  your 
pains,  by  repeating  as  choice  a  copy  of  Verses  as  any  we  have 
heard  since  we  met  together ;  and  Uiat  is  a  proud  word,  for  we 
have  heard  very  good  ones. 

PiSCATOR.  Well,  scholar,  and  I  shall  be  then  right  glad  to 
hear  them.  And  I  will,  as  we  walk,  tell  you  whatsoever  comes 
in  my  mind,  that  I  think  may  be  worth  your  hearing.  You  may 
make  another  choice  bait  thus  ;  take  a  handful  or  two  of  the  best 
and  biggest  wheat  you  can  get ;  boil  it  in  a  little  milk,  like  as 
frumity  is  boiled  ;  boil  it  so  till  it  be  soft ;  and  then  fry  it,  very 
leisurely,  with  honey,  and  a  little  beaten  saffron  dissolved  in 
milk ;  and  you  will  find  this  a  choice  bait,  and  good,  I  think,  for 
any  fish,  especially  for  Roach,  Dace,  Chub,  or  Grayling  :   I  know 

•  In  the  JSrst  edition  Piscator  says,  **  I  will  go  with  you  either  to  Charles  Brandoos 
near  to  the  Swan  in  Golding  Lane,  or  to  Mr  Fletcher's,  in  the  court  which  did  once  bdoog 
to  Dr  Nowel,  the  Dean  of  Paul's,  that  I  told  you  was  a  good  man,  and  a  good  Fisher: 
it  is  hard  by  the  West  end  of  St  Paul's  Churcn :  they  be  both  honest  men,  and  will  &  *^ 
angler  with  what  tackling  he  wants."  Viator  replies,  "Then,  good  master,  let  it  be  »t 
Clurles  Brandons',  for  he  is  nearest  to  my  dwelling,  and  I  pray  let's  meet  there,**  &c.  U 
the  second  edition  the  same  names  occur,  but  after  the  worcfs  St  Paul's  Church  is  this 
passage,  "  But  if  you  will  buy  choice  hooks,  I  will  one  day  walk  with  you  to  Charles 
Kerbye's  in  Harp  Alley  in  Shoe  Lane,  who  is  the  most  exact  and  best  hook'nuJcer  ihst 
the  nation  affords.  They  be  all  three  honest  men,"  &c  The  third  and  /ourtk  edition* 
agree  with  the  second:  but  the  text  has  been  taken  from  \\ie  fifths  published  in  1676,  ij 
which  time  Brandons,  Fletcher,  and  Kerbye  were  probably  dead.  At  the  ^^J^ 
Cotton's  Second  Part  is  the  following  address,  which  affords  some  infonnaticm  about  Air 
Margrave: — 

*'  CouRTFOUS  Reader, — ^You  may  be  pleased  to  take  notice  that  at  the  sign  of  *"* 
Three  Trouls  in  St  Paul's  Churchyard,  on  the  north  side,  you  maybe  fitted  with  all  sorti 
of  the  best  Fishing-tackle,  by  John  Marcravb^    . 


The  Charles  Kerbye  abuve  alluded  to,  obtained  from  Prince  Rupert  a  method 
mpering  his  hooks,  which  long  continued  in  the  family.  A  lineal  descendant  of  t 
hose^  hooks  for  their  shape  and  temper  exceeded  all  others,  was  in  1760  living 
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M'hose  hooks  for  their  shape 
Crnwthers-well  Alley  near  Aldersgaie  Street, 
t  Sec  above  note. 
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not  but  that  it  may  be  as  good  for  a  river  Carp,  and  especially  if 
the  ground  be  a  little  baited  with  it 

And  you  may  also  note,  that  the  spawn  *  of  most  fish  is  a  very 
tempting  bait,  being  a  little  hardened  on  a  warm  tile  and  cut  into 
fit  pieces.  Nay,  mulberries,  and  those  blackberries  which  grow 
upon  briers,  be  good  baits  for  Chubs  or  Carps  ;  with  these  many 
have  been  taken  in  ponds,  and  in  some  rivers  where  such  trees 
have  grown  near  the  water,  and  the  fruit  customarily  dropt  into 
it  And  there  be  a  hundred  other  baits,  more  than  can  be  well 
named,  which,  by  constant  baiting  the  water,  will  become  a 
tempting  bait  for  any  fish  in  it. 

You  are  also  to  know,  that  there  be  divers  kinds  of  Cadis, 
or  Case-worms,  that  are  to  be  found  in  this  nation,  in  several 
distinct  counties,  and  in  several  little  brooks  that  relate  to  bigger 
rivers ;  as,  namely,  one  cadis  called  a  piper  t  whose  husk,  or  case, 

*  Barker  recommends  the  spawn  of  Salmon  or  Trout  to  his  patron  in  the  following 
terms  :— 

**  NoBLK  LoROf — I  have  found  an  experience  of  late^  which  you  may  angle  with,  and 
take  great  store  of  this  kind  of  fith.  First,  it  is  the  best  bait  for  a  Trout  that  I  have  seen 
in  all  my  time ;  and  will  take  great  store,  and  not  fail,  if  they  be  there.  Secondly,  it  is 
a  special  bait  for  Dace  or  Dare,  good  for  Chub  or  Bottlin,  or  Grayling.  The  bait  is,  thd 
KOB  OP  A  Salmon  or  Trout.  If  it  be  a  large  Trout  that  the  spawns  be  anything  ^reat, 
yon  may  angle  for  the  Trout  with  this  bait  as  you  angle  with  the  brandling  ;  takins  a 
pair  of  sdsson,  and  cut  so  much  as  a  large  hazel-nut,  and  bait  your  hook ;  so  fall  to 
your  iport,  there  is  no  doubt  of  pleasure.  If  I  had  known  it  but  twenty  years  ago,  I 
would  nave  gained  a  hundred  pounds  only  with  that  bait.  I  am  bound  in  duty  to  divulge 
it  to  vour  honour,  and  not  to  carry  it  to  my  grave  with  me.  I  do  desire  that  men  of  quality 
should  have  it,  that  delight  in  that  pleasure,  llie  greedy  angler  will  murmur  at  me,  but 
for  that  I  care  not.  For  the  angling  of  the  Scale-fish :  Thev  must  an^le  either  with 
cork  or  quilL  plumming  their  ground  ;  and  with  feeding  with  the  ^me  bait,  taking  them 


hold  one  week :  if  you Iceep  it  on  any  longer,  you  must  hang  it  up  to  dry  a  little ;  when 
you  go  to  your  pleasure  again,  put  the  bait  in  a  little  water,  it  will  come  in  kind  again." 

Others,  to  preserve  Salmon  spawn,  sprinkle  it  with  salt,  and  lay  it  upon  wool  in  a  pot, 
one  layer  of  wool,  and  another  of  spawn.  It  is  said  to  bo  a  killing  bait  for  the  winter  or 
9riog ;  especially  where  Salmon  are  used  to  spawn ;  for  thither  the  fish  gather,  and 
there  expect  it— CA«ri!*rtiw'*  AngUt*s  VatU  Mecum^  53,  ed.  itoow 

The  inhabitants  of  the  villages  on  the  banks  of  the  Thames  adopt  the  following 
Bethod  of  dressing  large  Roach  and  Dace,  which,  as  'tis  said,  renders  them  very  plea^ 
•ant  and  savoury  food ;  without  scaling  the  fish,  lay  him  on  a  gridiron,  over  a  slow  fire, 
ud  strew  on  him  a  little  flour ;  when  he  begii»  to  grow  brown,  make  a  slit,  not  more 
than  sldn-deep.  in  hu  back,  from  head  to  t;«il,  and  lay  him  on  again  :  when  he  is  broiled 
^Ottri),  the  slcin,  scales  and  all,  will  peel  off,  and  leave  the  flesh,  which  will  have  become 
*  venr  finn,  perfectly  clean ;  then  open  the  belly,  and  take  out  the  inside,  and  use  anchovy 
and  butter  for  sauce. 

Having  promised  the  reader  Mr  Barker's  recipe  for  anointing  boots  and  shoes  (and 
hanng  no  further  occasion  to  make  use  of  his  authority),  it  is  here  given  in  his  own 


^Take  a  |Mnt  of  linseed  oil,  with  half  a  pound  of  mutton  suet,  six  or  eight  ounces  of 
'^^wax,  and  half  a  pennyw<mh  of  rosin :  boil  all  this  in  a  pipkin  together ;  so  let  it 
^ool  till  it  be  milk-warm ;  then  take  a  little  hair-brush,  and  lay  it  on  your  new  boots ; 
*>ttt  It  b  best  that  this  stuff  be  laid  on  before  the  bootmaker  makes  the  boots :  then  bnuh 
*hem  once  over  after  they  come  from  him :  as  for  old  boots,  you  must  lay  it  on  when 
your  boots  be  dry.^-H. 
t  The  Piper-cadis  is  supposed  to  be  the  largest  of  the  tribe :  it  is  found  in  rivers  run- 
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is  a  piece  of  reed  about  an  inch  long,  or  longer,  and  as  big 
about  as  the  compass  of  a  twopence.  These  worms  being  kept 
three  or  four  days  in  a  woollen  bag,  with  sand  at  the  bottom  of 
it,  and  the  bag  wet  once  a  day,will  in  three  or  four  days  turn  to 
be  yellow ;  and  these  be  a  choice  bait  for  the  Chub  or  Chavender, 
or  indeed  for  any  great  fish,  for  it  is  a  large  bait 

There  is  also  a  lesser  cadis-worm,  called  a  Cock-^pur,*  bdng 
in  fashion  Uke  the  spur  of  a  cock,  sharp  at  one  end ;  and  the 
case,  or  house,  in  which  thb  dwells,  is  made  of  small  husks,  and 
gravel,  and  slime,  most  curiously  made  of  these,  even  so  as  to  be 
wondered  at,  but  not  to  be  made  by  man,  no  more  than  a  king* 
fisher's  nest  can  ^  which  is  made  of  little  fishes'  bones,f  and  have 
such  a  geometrical  interweaving  and  connection  as  the  like  is  not 
to  be  done  by  the  art  of  man.  This  kind  of  cadis  is  a  choice 
bait  for  any  float-fish ;  it  is  much  less  than  the  piper^adis,  and 
to  be  so  ordered  :  and  these  may  be  so  preserved,  ten,  fifteen,  or 
twenty  days,  or  it  may  be  longer. 

There  is  also  another  cadis,  called  by  some  a  Straw-worm,  and 
by  some  a  Ruff-coat,^  whose  house,  or  case,  is  made  of  little  pieces 
of  bents,  and  rushes,  and  straws,  and  water-weeds,  and  I  know 
not  what ;  which  are  so  knit  together  with  condensed  slime,  that 
they  stick  about  her  husk  or  case,  not  unlike  the  bristles  of  a  hedge- 
hog. These  three  cadises  are  commonly  taken  in  the  beginning 
of  summer ;  and  are  good,  indeed,  to  take  any  kind  of  fish,  with 
float  or  otherwise.  I  might  tell  you  of  many  more,  which  as  they 
do  early,  so  those  have  their  time  also  of  tiuning  to  be  flies  in 
later  summer ;  but  I  might  lose  myself,  and  tire  you,  by  such  a 
discourse  :  I  shall  therefore  but  remember  you,  that  to  know  these, 
and  their  several  kinds,  and  to  what  flies  every  particular  cadis 
turns,  and  then  how  to  use  them,  first,  as  they  be  cadis,  and  after 
as  they  be  flies,  is  an  art,  and  an  art  that  every  one  that  professes 

Variation.]    *  no  more  than  the  nest  of  a  bird  is.— tx/  and  ^d  tdiL 

ning  upon  beds  of  limesione  or  large  pebble«*  and  \%  common  in  the  Northern  and 
Western  streams.  It  advances  to  an  Aurelia  towards  Mav,  and  is  then  usually  termed 
by  Sportsmen  the  Stone-fly  ;  but  in  Wales  it  is  called  the  Water-cricket. — B. 

*  Bowlker  expressly  says,  in  his  "Art  of  Angling,**  p.  70,  that  the  Cock-q>ur  produces 
the  May-fly  or  Yellow  Cadew."— B. 

t  Dr  Shaw  tells  us  that  the  Kingfishers  deposit  their  eggs  in  cavities  formed  in  the 
banks  of  rivers :  the  hole  or  nest,  he  adds,  if  it  may  be  properly  so  named,  being  often 
deeply^  lined  at  the  bottom  by  a  stratum  of  small  bsh  bones  and  scales. — Gtntr,  ZtoL 
vol.  viii.  part  i.  p.  53.  Pennant  thinks  these  the  fragments  only  of  the  food  of  the  owner 
and  its  young.— ^rrV.  ZooL  vol.  i.  p.  a49k— E. 

X  The  Straw-wonn  or  Rough  Coat  is  found  in  most  streams.  It  produces  various 
flies,  as  the  withy  fly,  ash-coloured  duns,  and  light  and  dark  browns  of  different  shapes 
and  dimensions. — B. 
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to  be  an  angler  has  not  leisure  to  search  after,  and,  if  he  had,  is 
not  capable  of  learning.* 

ril  tell  you,  scholar;  several  countries  have  several  kinds  of 
cadises,  that  indeed  differ  as  much  as  dogs  do  ;  that  is  to  say,  as 
much  as  a  very  cur  and  a  greyhound  do.  These  be  usually  bred 
in  the  very  little  rills,  or  ditches,  that  run  into  bigger  rivers  ;  and 
I  think  a  more  proper  bait  for  those  very  rivers  than  any  other. 
I  know  not  how,  or  of  what,  this  cadis  receives  life,  or  what  col- 
oured fly  it  turns  to ;  but  doubtless  they  are  the  death  of  many 
Trouts  :  and  this  is  one  killing  way : — 

Take  one,  or  more  if  need  be,  of  these  large  yellow  cadis  :  pull 
off  his  head,  and  with  it  pull  out  his  black  gut ;  put  the  body,  as 
little  bruised  as  is  possible,  on  a  very  little  hook,  armed  on  with 
a  red  hair,  which  will  show  like  the  cadis-head ;  and  a  very  little 
thin  lead,  so  put  upon  the  shank  of  the  hook  that  it  may  sink 
presently.  Throw  this  bait,  thus  ordered,  which  will  look  very 
yellow,  into  any  great  still  hole  where  a  Trout  is,  and  he  will 
presently  venture  his  life  for  it,  it  is  not  to  be  doubted,  if  you  be 
not  espied ;  and  that  the  bait  first  touch  the  water  before  the  line. 
And  this  will  do  best  in  the  deepest,  stillest  water. 

Next,  let  me  tell  you,  I  have  been  much  pleased  to  walk  quietly 
by  a  brook,  with  a  little  stick  in  my  hand,  with  which  I  might 
easily  take  these,  and  consider  the  curiosity  of  their  composure  : 
and  if  you  should  ever  like  to  do  so,  then  note,  that  your  stick 
must  be  a  little  hazel,  or  willow,  cleft,  or  have  a  nick  at  one  end 
of  it,  by  which  means  you  may,  with  ease,  take  many  of  them  in 
that  nick  out  of  the  water,  before  you  have  any  occasion  to  use 
them.  These,  my  honest  scholar,  are  some  observations,  told  to 
you  as  they  now  come  suddenly  into  my  memory,  of  which  you 
may  make  some  use  :  but  for  the  practical  party  it  is  that  that 
makes  an  angler  :  it  is  diligence,  and  observation,  and  practice,' 
and  an  ambition  to  be  the  best  in  the  art,  that  must  do  it  I  will 
tell  you,  scholar,  I  once  heard  one  say,  "  I  envy  not  him  that  eats 
better  meat  than  I  do  ;  nor  him  that  is  richer,  or  that  wears  better 
clothes  than  I  do  :  I  envy  nobody  but  him,  and  him  only,  that 
catches  more  fish  than  I  do.''     And  such  a  man  is  like  to  prove 

VARIATIONS. 

*  that  vtvej  one  that  professes  angling  is  not  capable  of^ — xx/  and  2d  idii, 
7  In  the  Jirst  edition  this  chapter  concludes,  ^'  It  is  diligence  and  observation,  and 
practice  that  must  do  it ;  "  and  the  next  begins,  *'  Well,  scholar,  I  have  held  you  too 
long  about  the«e  Cadis,  and  my  spirits  are  almost  spent,  and  so  I  doubt  is  your  patience ; 
bui  being  we  are  now  within  sight  of  Tottenham,  where  I  first  met  you.  and  where  we 
are  to  part  I  will  give  you  a  little  direction  how  to  cplour  the  hair  of  which  you  make 
;     your  lines,**  &c 
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an  angler ;  and  this  noble  emulation  I  wish  to  you,  and  all  young 
anglers. 

PiSCATOR.  There  be  also  three  or  four  other  little  fish  that  I 
had  almost  forgot ;  *  that  are  all  without  scales ;  and  may  for 
XVIII  ^ccUency  of  meat,  be  compared  to  any  fish  of 
or  the  Minnow,'  greatest  value  and  largest  size.  They  be  usually 
BiiU^Hcaii  ^*Mii-  ^^  ^^  ^Sgs  or  spawn,  all  the  months  of  summon 
kr*!  -  Thumb :  and  for  they  breed  often,  as  'tis  observed  mice  and  many 
the  Sticklebag.  ^^  ^^  smaller  four-footed  creatures  of  the  earth 

do  ;  and  as  those,  so  these  come  quickly  to  their  full  growth  and 
perfection.  And  it  is  needful  that  they  breed  both  often  and 
numerously  ;  for  they  be,  besides  other  accidents  of  ruin,  both  a 
prey  and  baits  for  oUier  fish.  And  first  I  shall  tell  you  of  the 
Minnow  or  Penk. 

The  Minnow  hath,  when  he  is  in  perfect  season,  and  not  sick, 
which  is  only  presently  after  spawning,  a  kind  of  dappled  or 
waved  colour,  like  to  a  panther,  on  its  sides,  inclining  to  a 
greenish  or  sky  colour ;  his  belly  being  milk  white  ;  and  ais  back 
almost  black  or  blackish.  He  is  a  sharp  biter  at  a  small  womi, 
and  in  hot  weather  makes  excellent  sport  for  young  anglers,  or 
boys,  or  women  that  love  that  recreation.  And  in  the  spring  they 
make  of  them  excellent  Minnow-tansies  ;  for  being  washed  well  in 
salt,  and  their  heads  and  tails  cut  off,  and  their  guts  taken  out, 
and  not  washed  after,  they  prove  excellent  for  that  use ;  that  is, 
being  fried  with  yolk  of  eggs,  the  flowers  of  cowslips  and  of  prim- 
roses, and.  a  little  tansy ;  thus  used  they  make  a  dainty  dish  <rf 
meat. 

The  Loach  is,  as  I  told  you,  a  most  dainty  fish  :  he  breeds 
and  feeds  in  little  and  clear  swift  brooks  or  rills,  and  lives  there 
upon  the  gravel,  and  in  the  sharpest  streams  :  he  grows  not  to  be 
above  a  finger  long,  and  no  thicker  than  is  suitable  to  that  length. 
The  Loach  is  not  unlike  the  shape  of  the  Eel:  he  has  a  beard  or 
wattles  like  a  barbel.  He  has  two  fins  at  his  sides,  four  at  his 
belly,  and  one  at  his  tail ;  he  is  dappled  with  many  black  or 
broMm  spots  ;  his  mouth  is  barbel-like  under  his  nose.  This  fish 
is  usually  full  of  eggs  or  spawn ;  and  is  by  Gesner,  and  other 

*  Since  Walton  wrote,  there  has  been  brought  into  England  from  Germany,  a  spedes 
of  small  fish,  resembline  Carp  in  shape  and  colour,  called  Crttci<tns^  with  which  maof 
ponds  are  now  plentifully  stocked :  and  from  China,  those  beautiful  creatures  Gold  and 
Stiver  Fish  :  which  are  usually  kept  in  ponds,  basins,  and  small  reservoirs  of  water ;  to 
which  they  are  a  delightful  m-nament.  It  is  now  a  common  practice  to  keep  them  in  a 
large  ^lass  vcsmI  like  a  punch-bowl,  with  fine  gravel  strewed  at  the  bottom ;  frequently 
changing  the  water,  and  feeding  them  with  l^ad  and  f^entles.  lltose  who  can  take 
mon  pleasure  in  angling  for,  than  in  beholding  them,  which  I  confess  I  could  never  d<^ 
may  catch  them  with  gentles :  but  though  cosUy,  they  are  but  coarse  food.— H. 
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learned  physicians,  commended  for  great  nourishment,  and  to  be 
very  grateful  both  to  the  palate  and  stomach  of  sick  persons.  He 
is  to  be  fished  for  with  a  very  small  worm,  at  the  bottom  ;  for  he 
very  seldom,  or  never,  rises  above  the  gravel,  on  which  I  told 
you  he  usually  gets  his  living. 

The  MiLLER's-THUMB,  or  BULI^HEAD,  is  a  fish  of  no  pleasing 
shape.  He  is  by  Gesner  compared  to  the  Sea-toad-fish,  for  his 
similitude  and  shape.  It  has  a  head  big  and  flat,  much  greater 
than  suitable  to  his  body  ;  a  mouth  very  wide,  and  usually  gap- 
ing ;  he  is  without  teeth,  but  his  lips  are  very  rough,  much  like 
to  a  file.  He  hath  two  fins  near  to  his  gills,  which  be  roundish 
or  crested  ;  two  fins  also  under  the  belly  ;  two  on  the  back ;  one 
below  the  vent ;  and  the  fin  of  his  tail  is  round.  Nature  hath 
psdnted  the  body  of  this,  fish  with  whitish,  blackish,  brownish  spots. 
They  be  usually  full  of  eggs  or  spawn  all  the  summer,  I  mean  the 
females  ;  and  those  eggs  swell  their  vents  almost  into  the  form  of  a 
dug.  They  begin  to  spawn  about  April,  and,  as  I  told  you,  spawn 
several  months  in  the  summer.  And  in  the  winter,  the  Minnow, 
imd  Loach,  and  Bull-head  dwell  in  the  mud,  as  the  Eel  doth  ;  or 
ire  know  not  where,  no  more  than  we  know  where  the  cuckoo 
and  swallow,  and  other  half-year  birds,®  which  first  appear  to  us 
in  April,  spend  their  six  cold,  winter,  melancholy  months.  This 
Bull-head  does  usually  dwell,  and  hide  himself,  in  holes,  or 
amongst  stones  in  clear  water ;  and  in  very  hot  days  will  lie  a 
long  time  very  still,  and  sim  himself,  and  will  be  easy  to  be  seen 
upon  any  flat  stone,  or  any  gravel ;  at  which  time  he  will  sufier 
an  angler  to  put  a  hook,  baited  with  a  small  worm,  very  near 
unto  his  very  mouth :  and  he  never  refuses  to  bite,  nor  indeed 
to  be  caught  with  the  worst  of  anglers.  Matthiolus*  commends 
him  much  more  for  his  taste  and  nourishment,  than  for  his  shape 
or  beauty. 

There  is  also  a  little  fish  called  a  Sticklebag,  a  fish  without 
scales,  but  hath  his  body  fenced  with  several  prickles.  I  know 
not  where  he  dwells  in  winter;  nor  what  he  is  good  for  in 
summer,  but  only  to  make  sport  for  boys  and  women-anglers,  and 
to  feed  other  fish  that  be  fish  of  prey,  as  Trouts  in  particular,  who 
vriU  bite  at  him  as  at  a  Penk  ;  and  better,  if  your  hook  be  rightly 
baited  with  him,  for  he  may  be  so  baited  as,  his  tail  turning  like 
the  sail  of  a  windmill,  will  make  him  turn  more  quick  than  any 

Variation.]    •  Summer  birds. — a/f,  y/,  nndt^h  ediU 

*  Petrm  Andrtat  Matthiolus^  of  Sienna,  an  eminent  physician  of  the  sixteenth 
century,  famous  for  his  Commentariet  on  some  of  the  writings  of  Dioscorides.— H. 
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Penk  or  Minnow  can.  For  note,  that  the  nimble  turning  of  that, 
or  the  Minnow,  is  the  perfection  of  Minnow-fishing.  To  which 
end,  if  you  put  your  hook  into  his  mouth,  and  out  at  his  tail ;  and 
then,  having  first  tied  him  with  white  thread  a  little  above  his  tail, 
and  placed  him  after  such  a  manner  on  your  hook  as  be  is  like  to 
turn,  then  sew  up  his  mouth  to  your  Une,  and  he  is  like  to  turn 
quick,  and  tempt  any  Trout;  but  if  he  does  not  turn  quick, 
then  turn  his  tail,  a  little  more  or  less,  towards  the  inner 
part,  or  towards  the  side  of  the  hook ;  or  put  the  Minnow  or 
Sticklebag  a  little  more  crooked  or  more  straight  on  your  hook, 
until  it  will  turn  both  true  and  fast ;  and  then  doubt  not  but  to 
tempt  any  great  Trout  that  Ues  in  a  swift  stream.*  And  the 
Loach  that  I  told  you  of  will  do  the  Uke  :  no  bait  is  more  tempt- 
ing, provided  the  Loach  be  not  too  big. 

And  now,  scholar,  with  the  help  of  this  fine  morning,  and  your 
patient  attention,  I  have  said  all  that  my  present  memory  will 
afford  me,  concerning  most  of  the  several  fish  that  are  usually 
fished  for  in  fresh  waters. 

Venator.  But,  master,  you  have  by  your  former  civility  made 
me  hope  that  you  will  make  good  your  promise,  and  say  some- 
thing of  the  several  rivers  that  be  of  most  note  in  this  nation ; 
and  also  of  fish-ponds,  and  the  ordering  of  them :  and  do  it  I 
pray,  good  master  ;  for  I  love  any  discourse  of  rivers,  and  fish, 
and  fishing  ;  the  time  spent  in  such  discourse  passes  away  veiy 
pleasantly. 

PiscATOR.     Well,  scholar,  since  the  ways  and  weather  do 

«.« .  ^,    ^^^  favour  us,  and  that  we  yet  see  not  Totten- 
Cmaf.  xrx.t  Of    ,         ^  u  11  Ml-      ^e  tA 

Rivcrt,  and  tome     ham    Cross,  you   shall  see  my  willingness  to 

FuS"'*'*""*      ^    satisfy  your  desire.     And,  first,  for  the  rivers  oi 

this  nation  :  there  be,  as  you  may  note  out  of  Dr 

Heylin's  Geography,J  and  others,  in  number  three  hundred  and 

twenty-five,  but  those  of  chiefest  note  he  reckons  and  describes  as 

followeth. 

The  chief  b  Thamisis,  compounded  of  two  rivers,  Thame  and 

I  sis ;    whereof  the  former,  rising  somewhat  beyond  Thame  in 

*  The  Minnow,  if  used  in  this  manner,  is  so  tempting  a  hait,  that  few  fish  are  able  to 

resist  it.    llie  present  Earl  of told  me,  that  in  the  month  of  June  last,  at  Kimptoo 

Hoo,  near  Wcllwyn,  in  Hertfordshire,  he  caught  (with  a  Minnow)  a  Rud^  a  fish  descnbw 
in  page  189.  which,  insomuch  as  the  Rud  is  not  reckoned,  nor  does  the  situation  <i^ 
teeth,  which  are  in  his  throat,  bespeak  him  to  be  a  fish  of  prey,  u  a  fact  more  extraortf^ 
naij  than  that  related  by  Sir  George  Hastings,  in  Chap.  IV.,  of  a  Fordidge  Tr«%t  (of 
which  kind  of  fish  none  had  ever  been  known  to  be  taken  with  an  angle)  which  be 
caught,  and  supposed  it  bit  for  wantonness. — H. 

t  No  portion  of  this  chapter  occurs  in  the /frr/,  but  was  added  in  the  second  vdA  nSa^ 
quest  editions.  %  It  should  be  Dr  Heylin's  Ctmogrm^kh 
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Buckinghamshire,  and  the  latter  near  Cirencester  in  Gloucester- 
shire, meet  together  about  Dorchester  in  Oxfordshire ;  the  issue 
of  which  happy  conjunction  is  the  Thamisis,  or  Thames  ;  *  hence 
it  flieth  betwixt  Berks,  Buckinghamshire,  Middlesex,  Surrey,  Kent, 
and  Essex  :  and  so  weddeth  itself  to  the  Kentish  Medway,  in  the 
very  jaws  of  the  ocean.  This  glorious  river  feeleth  the  violence 
and  benefit  of  the  sea  more  than  any  river  in  Europe ;  ebbing  and 
flowing,  twice  a  day,  more  than  sixty  miles ;  abput  whose  banks 
are  so  many  fair  towns  and  princely  palaces,  that  a  German  t  poet 
thus  truly  spake  : — 

We  saw  so  many  woods  and  princely  bowers, 
Sweet  fields,  brave  palaces,  and  stately  towers  > 
So  many  gardens  drest  with  curious  care. 
That  liuunes  with  royal  Tiber  may  compare. 


2.  The  second  river  of  note  is  Sabrina  or  Severn  :  it  hath 
its  beginning  in  Plinlinmion  Hill,  in  Montgomeryshire ;  and  his 
end  seven  miles  from  Bristol ;  washing,  in  the  mean  space,  the 
walls  of  Shrewsbury,  Worcester,  and  Gloucester,  and  divers  other 
places  and  palaces  of  note. 

3.  Trent,  so  called  from  thirty  kind  of  fishes  that  are  found 
in  it,  or  for  that  it  receiveth  thirty  lesser  rivers  ;  who  having  his 
fountain  in  Staffordshire,   and  gliding  through  the  counties  of 

*  Though  the  current  <^pinion  is  that  the  Thames  had  its  name  from  the  conjunction 
of  Tkame  and  /tit,  it  plainly  appears  that  the  /tit  was  always  called  Tkanut,  or  '/<mx, 
before  it  came  near  the  Tutru.  Gibson's  Camdm,  edit.  1753,  p.  99.  And  although  the 
head  of  the  Thame  is  generally  supposed  to  be  in  Oxfordshire,  Camden  (whom  Walton 
probably  followed),  Brit.  3x5,  says  it  is  in  Buckinghamshire.  Lambarde,  however, 
adopting  the  authority  of  Leland,  says,  "  Tame  springeth  out  of  the  hilles  of  Hertford- 
shiiv,  at  a  place  called  Bulbume,  a  few  myles  from  Penlye  (the  house  of  a  family  of 
gentlemen  called  Vemeys) ;  it  runneth  from  thence  to  Aylesbury  in  Buckinghamshire, 
and  to  Tame  (a  market>town  in  Oxfordshire,  whearunto  it  gyveth  the  name),  then  pass- 
inge  under  Wnetley  Bridgej  it  cometh  to  Dorchester,  and  hard  b^  joyneth  with  Isis,  or 
Ouse,  and  from  that  place  joyneth  with  it  in  name  aX^.^'—DicttOHarium  Topograpki' 
atm,  voce  Thamb.  Unfortunately,  Leland's  manuscript  has  lost  twentyfive  leaves  in 
that  part  of  it  where  one  might  expect  to  find  this  passage.  But  the  following  extract 
from  an  author  of  great  authority,  and  who  had  a  seat  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  will 
determine  the  question :  "  The  Thame  (the  most  famous  river  of  England)  issues  from 
three  heads  in  the  parish  of  Tring :  the  first  rises  in  an  orchard,  near  the  parsonage- 
house  ;  the  second  m  a  place  called  Dundell ;  and  the  other  proceeds  from  a  snnng 
named  Bulboume,  which  last  stream  joins  the  other  waters  at  a  place  called  New  Mill ; 
whence  all,  gliding  together  in  one  current,  through  Puttenharo  u  this  county,  pass  by 
Aylesbury  (a  fair  market-town  in  Buckinghamshire)  to  Etherop  (an  ancient  pleasant 
seat  of  that  noble  family  of  the  Dormers,  Earls  of  Carnarvon) ;  and  crossing  that  county, 
by  Notley  Abbey,  to  Thame  (a  market-town  in  Oxfordshire,  which  borrows  its  name  from, 
this  river),  hasteneth  away  by  Whately  Bridge  to  Dorchester  (an  ancient  episcopal  seat), 
and  thence  congratulates  the  Isis ;  but  both  emulating  each  other  for  the  name,  and 
neither  yielding,  they  are  complicated  by  that  of  ThamisU!*—^\x  Henry  Chauncy's 
Historical  Antiquitus  0/ Hertfordshire y  p.  2. — H. 

t  Who  this  German  poet  was  is  not  known ;  but  the  verses,  in  the  original  Latin,  are 
in  Ueylin's  Cosmography^  page  340,  and  are  as  follow  : — 

Tot  cam^t  nlvas^  tot  regia  teeta^  tot  hortot, 
Artifictex  cmtot  dextra^  tot  vidimus  arces : 
Ut  ntme  Ausonio,  Thamuisy  cum^  Tibride  certoi. 
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Nottingham,  Lincoln,  Leicester,  and  York,  auginenteth  the  turbu- 
lent current  of  Humber,  the  most  violent  stream  of  all  the  isle. 
This  Humber  is  not,  to  say  truth,  a  distinct  river  having  a  spring- 
head of  his  own,  but  it  is  rather  the  mouth  or  astuarium  of  divers 
rivers  here  confluent  and  meeting  together,  namely,  your  Derwent, 
and  especially  of  Ouse  and  Trent ;  and,  as  the  Danow,  havii^^ 
received  into  its  channel  the  river  Dravus,  Savus,  Tibiscus,  and 
divers  other,  changeth  his  name  into  this  of  Humberabus^  as  the 
old  geographers  call  it 

4.  Med  WAY,  a  Kentish  river,  famous  for  harbouring  the  royal 
navy. 

5.  Tweed,  the  north-east  bound  of  England ;  on  whose 
northern  banks  is  seated  the  strong  and  impregnable  town  of 
Berwick. 

6.  Tyne,  famous  for  Newcastle,  and  her  inexhaustible  coal- 
pits.* These,  and  the  rest  of  principal  note,  are  thus  comprehended 
in  one  of  Mr  Drayton's  Sonnets: — 

Our  floodf'  queen,  Thames,  for  shi{>s  and  swans  is  crownM ; 

And  stately  Severn  for  her  shore  is  prais'd  ; 
The  crystal  Trent,  for  fords  and  fish  renown'd  ; 

And  Avon's  fame  to  Albion's  cliffs  is  rais'd. 

Carleeion  Chester  vaunts  her  holy  Dee  ; 

York  many  wonders  of  her  Ouse  can  tell ; 
The  Peak,  her  Dove,  whose  banks  so  fertile  be. 

And  Kent  will  say  her  Medway  doth  excel : 

Cotswold  commends  her  Isis  to  the  Tame  ; 

Our  northern  borders  boa.^t  of  Tweed's  fair  flood  ; 
Our  western  iparts  extol  their  Willy's  fame. 

And  the  ola  Lea  brags  of  the  Danish  blood,  t 

*  It  is  unnecessary  to  give  here  such  a  description  and  history  of  the  rivets  of  thii 
kin^om  as  somp  readers  would  wish  for.  They  may,  however,  find  a  great  variety  of 
curious  and  useful  learning  on  the  subject  in  Selden's  Notes  oh  the  Polyotbion. — H. 

t  **LEE  flu.  Ly3jui,  Saxon.  L^y  Mar.  \forsan  Marcellinus].  Lea^  Polydora 
The  luune  of  the  water  which  (runnyn  betwene  Ware  and  London)  devydethe,  for  a 
vreat  part  of  the  way,  Essex  and  Hertfordshyre.  It  beeynnethe  near  a  place  called 
Whitchurche ;  and  from  thence,  passinge  by  Hertford,  Ware,  and  Waltham,  openethe 
into  the  Thamite  at  Ham  in  Essex ;  wheare  the  place  is,  at  this  day,  called  Lee  Monthe. 
It  hathe,  of  longe  tyme,  borne  vessells  from  London,  90  myles  towarde  the  head ;  for,  ta 
tyme  of  Kinge  Alfrede,  the  Danes  entered  Leymouthe,  and  fortified,  at  a  place  adjoyn- 
inge  to  this  ryver,  90  myles  from  London  ;  where,  by  fortune,  king  Alfrede  passinge  by, 
espied  that  the  channel!  of  the  ryver  might  be  in  such  sorte  weakened,  that  they  should 
want  water  to  retume  withe  their  shippes :  he  caused  therefore  the  water  to  be  abated  by 
two  greate  tre-"*-'-- ,  npd  *cninE:r  t^r?  LandnTtcrs  upon  thcim,  he  made  theim  batteil ; 
wherein  they  Itj^;  fyur  of  ih^rir  cpuk^es,  <inj  i  great  nomber  of  their  common  souldiers  : 
the  rest  flyingc  {did  the  cAntle  which  the^  h.vl  builte.  Not  longe  after,  they  wearr  so 
pressed  that  thty  far^ke  al^  and  leftc  their  sl^iippes  as  a  pray  to  the  Londoners :  which 
breakinge  som^:,  ai^d  barn  inge  ctthcTi  convened  the  rest  to  London.  This  casde,  for  the 
distance,  mighc  ^cme  Mf'/fr^*:  but  it  wiii  <,.  ime  other  ujMn  that  banke,  which  had  no 
longe  continuf<ncc  \  for  Edward  the  elder>  nnd  son  of  this  Alfrede,  builded  Hert/ordt 
not  longe  after."— ^Wjf  Lambardc'^  DkHwifi'ifHum  Tofiogmphicvm,  voce  LEE.  Dray- 
ton's Polvothiany  Soog  the  Twelfih,  aiid  thTr  first  note  thereon.  Other  authors,  who 
confirm  this  facu  niw  add,  th^i  for  the  purpi^^ie  aforesaid  he  opened  the  mouth  of  the 
river.  See  Sir  William  Dtigdale'*  HtMitay  af  ttu  embanking  und  draining  the  Fens, 
and  Sir  John  Spclnum's  Lf/et/  SMt^d  (he  Creat,  published  by  Heame,  in  8vo,  1709; 
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These  observations  are  out  of  learned  Dr  Heylin,  and  my  old 
deceased  friend  Michael  Drayton ;  and  because  you  say  you  love 
such  discourses  as  these,  of  rivers,  and  fish,  and  fishing,  I  love 
you  the  better,  and  love  the  more  to  impart  them  to  you.  Never- 
theless, scholar,  if  I  should  begin  but  to  name  the  several  sorts 
of  strange  fish  that  are  usually  taken  in  many  of  those  rivers  that 
run  into  the  sea,  I  might  beget  wonder  in  you,  or  unbelief,  or  both: 
and  yet  I  will  venture  to  tell  you  a  real  truth  concerning  one 
lately  dissected  by  Dr  Wharton,  a  man  of  great  learning  and 
experience,  and  of  equal  freedom  to  conmiunicate  it ;  one  that 
loves  me  and  my  art ;  one  to  whom  I  have  been  beholden  for 
many  of  the  choicest  observations  that  I  have  imparted  to  you. 
This  good  man,  that  dares  do  anything  rather  than  tell  an  un- 
truth, did,  I  say,  tell  me  he  had  lately  dissected  one  strange  fish, 
and  he  thus  described  it  to  me  : — 

"  This  fish  was  almost  a  yard  broad,  and  twice  that  length ; 
bis  mouth  wide  enough  to  receive,  or  take  into  it,  the  head  of  a 
man ;  his  stomach,  seven  or  eight  inches  broad.  He  is  of  a  slow 
motion ;  and  usually  lies  or  lurks  close  in  the  mud ;  and  has  a 
movable  string  on  his  head,  about  a  span  or  near  unto  a  quarter 
of  a  yard  long ;  by  the  moving  of  which,  which  is  his  natural  bait, 
when  he  lies  close  and  unseen  in  the  mud,  he  draws  other  smaller 
fish  so  close  to  him,  that  he  can  suck  them  into  his  mouth,  and  so 
devours  and  digests  them."  * 

And,  scholar,  do  not  wonder  at  this  ;  for  besides  the  credit  of 
the  relator,  you  are  to  note,  many  of  these,  and  fishes  which  are 
of  the  Uke  and  more  unusual  shapes,  are  very  often  taken  on  the 
mouths  of  our  sea-riverfe,  and  on  the  sea-shore.  And  this  will  be 
no  wonder  to  any  that  have  travelled  Egypt ;  where,  'tis  known, 
the  famous  river  Nilus  does  not  only  breed  fishes  that  yet  want 
names,  but,  by  the  overflowing  of  that  river,  and  the  help  of  the 
sun's  heat  on  the  fat  slime  which  that  river  leaves  on  the  banks 
when  it  falls  back  into  its  natural  channel,  such  strange  fish  and 
beasts  are  also  bred,  that  no  man  can  give  a  name  to ;  as  Grotius 
in  his  **  Sopham,"  *  and  others,  have  observed. 

VARIATION. 

*  and  then  tucks  them  into  his  mouth,  and  devours  them. — xti^  «/,  and  yl  mUi, 

the  perusal  of  which  last-named  author  will  leave  the  reader  in  ver^  little  doubc  but  that 
the!^  trenches  are  the  very  same  that  now  branch  off  from  the  nver  between  Templo 
Mills  and  Old  Ford,  and,  crossing  the  Stratford  road,  enter  the  Thames,  together  with 
the  prindpftl  stream,  a  little  below  BlackwalL— H. 

*  "  Of  artificial  meat)  so  many  dishes. 

The  several  kinds  unknown  to  Nile  of  Fishes, 
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But  whither  am  I  strayed  in  this  discourse.  I  will  end  it  by 
telling  you,  that  at  the  mouth  of  some  of  these  rivers  of  ours. 
Herrings  are  so  plentiful,  as,  namely,  near  to  Yarmouth  in  Norfolk,* 
and  in  the  west  country  Pilchers  so  very  plentiful,  as  yoa  will 
wonder  to  read  what  our  learned  Camden  relates  of  them  in  his 
«  Britannia."  t 

Well,  scholar,  I  will  stop  here,  and  tell  you  what  by  reading 
and  conference  I  have  observed  concerning  fish-ponds. 

Doctor  Lebault,  the  learned  Frenchman,  in  his  lai;ge  dis- 

Chap.  XX- {        course  of  Maison  Rustique^  gives  this  direction  for 

Of  Fish-ponds,      making  offish-ponds.     I  shall  refer  you  to  him,  to 

read  it  at  large  :  but  1  think  I  shall  contract  it,  and  yet  make  it 

as  useful.  § 

He  adviseth,  that  when  you  have  drained  the  ground,  and 
made  the  earth  firm  where  the  head  of  the  pond  must  be,  that 
you  must  then,  in  that  place,  drive  in  two  or  three  rows  of  oak 
or  elm  piles,  which  should  be  scorched  in  the  fire,  or  half  burnt, 
before  they  be  driven  into  the  earth  ;  for  being  thus  used,  it  pre- 
serves them  much  longer  fi-om  rotting.  And  having  done  so,  lay 
fagots  or  bavins  of  smaller  wood  betwixt  them  :  and  then  earth 
betwixt  and  above  them  :  and  then,  having  first  very  well  rammed 
them  and  the  earth,  use  another  pile  in  like  manner  as  the  first 
were :  and  note,  that  the  second  pile  is  to  be  of  or  about  the 
height  that  you  intend  to  make  your  sluice  or  floodgate,  or  the 
vent  that  you  intend  shall  convey  the  overflowings  of  your  pond 
in  any  flood  that  shall  endanger  the  breaking  of  your  pond-dam. 

Then  he  advises,  that  you  plant  willows  or  owlers,^  about  it,  or 
both  :  and  then  cast  in  bavins,  in  some  places  not  far  from  the 

Variation.]    ^  < 


Strang  beasts  from  Afric,  which  yet  want  a  name. 
And  birds  which  from  the  Arabian  desert  came." 
—Grotiut»  Hi*  Sopkom^aneat  or  Jose^  a  tragedy,  by  ('rancts  Goldsmith,  Esq.,  xaao^ 
Lond.  1659. 

*  The  town  of  Yarmouth  is  bound  by  charter  to  send  annually  to  the  Sherifis  of  Nor> 
wich  a  hundred  herrings,  which  are  to  be  baked  in  twenty-four  pies  or  pasties  and 
delivered  to  the  lord  of  the  manor  of  Eastcarlton,  who  is  to  convey  them  to  the  king.— 
Beckmth**  Fraimenta  Anti^uiiaUt,  ed.  X784,  p.  135. 

t  P.  178,  186. 

i  The  whole  of  this  chapter  was  added  to  the  seamd  edition. 

%  One  of  the  best  French  editions  of  the  work  here  alluded  to  is  mentioned  by  De 
Bure,  **  L*AgricuIture  et  Maison  Rustique  de  MM.  Charles  £stienne»  et  I  ban  Libbavlt, 
Docteurs  en  M^lecine.  Edition  demiere,"  4to,  Lyon.  1594.  A  translation  of  this  w(»k, 
under  the  title  of  *'  Maison  Rustique,  or  the  Country  rarme,"  compiled  by  Charies 
Steiiens  and  John  Liebault,  Doctors  of  Physicke,  and  translated  into  English  by  Ridiard 
Surflet,"  appeared  in  quarto,  Loud.  z6oo :  and  a  second  edition,  with  large  additions,  by 
Gervase  Markhara,  foL  Loud.  i6i6w  The  latter  is,  no  doubt,  the  **  large  discoune  "  to 
which  Walton  alludes.  This  xxth  Chapter  of  Walt<m  is  contracted  from  the  xith,  xiith, 
adiith,  xivth,  and  xvth  chapters  of  Liebault's  fourth  book.— £, 
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side,  and  in  the  most  sandy  places,  for  fish  both  to  spawn  upon, 
and  to  defend  them  and  the  young  fry  from  the  many  fish,  and 
also  from  vermin,  that  lie  at  watch  to  destroy  them,  especially  the 
spavm  of  the  Carp  and  Tench,  when  *tis  left  to  the  mercy  of  ducks 
or  vermin. 

He,  and  Dubravius,  and  all  others  advise  that  you  make  choice 
of  such  a  place  for  your  pond,  that  it  may  be  refreshed  with  a 
little  rill,  or  with  rain  water,  running  or  falling  into  it ;  by  which 
fish  are  more  inclined  both  to  breed,  and  are  also  refreshed  and 
fed  the  better,  and  do  prove  to  be  of  a  much  sweeter  and  more 
pleasant  taste. 

To  which  end  it  is  observed,  that  such  pools  as  be  large  and 
have  most  gravel,  and  shallows  where  fish  may  sport  themselves, 
do  afford  fish  of  the  purest  taste.  And  note,  that  in  all  pools  it 
is  best  for  fish  to  hare  some  retiring-place ;  as,  namely,  hollow 
banks,  or  shelves,  or  roots  of  trees,  to  keep  them  fi-om  danger,  and, 
when  they  think  fit,  from  the  extreme  heat  of  summer ;  as  also 
from  the  extremity  of  cold  in  winter.  And  note,  that  if  many  trees 
be  growing  about  your  pond,  the  leaves  thereof  falling  into  the 
water,  make  it  nauseous  to  the  fish,  and  the  fish  to  be  so  to  the 
eater  of  it 

'Tis  noted,  that  the  Tench  and  Eel  love  mud  :  and  the  Carp 
loves  gravelly  ground,  and  in  the  hot  months  to  feed  on  grass. 
You  are  to  cleanse  your  pond,  if  you  intend  either  profit  or 
pleasure,  once  every  three  or  four  years,  especially  some  ponds, 
and  then  let  it  lie  dry  six  or  twelve  months,  both  to  kill  the  water- 
weeds,  as  water-lilies,  candocks,  reate,  and  bulrushes,  that  breed 
there ;  and  also  that,  as  these  die  for  want  of  water,  so  grass  may 
grow  in  the  pond's  bottom,  which  Carps  will  eat  greedily  in  all 
the  hot  months,  if  the  pond  be  clean.  The  letting  yoiu:  pond  dry, 
and  sowing  oats  in  the  bottom  is  also  good,  for  the  fish  feed  the 
faster ;  and  being  sometimes  let  dry,  you  may  observe  what  kind 
of  fish  either  increases  or  thrives  best  in  that  water ;  for  they 
differ  much,  both  in  their  breeding  and  feeding. 

Lebault  also  advises,  that  if  your  ponds  be  not  very  large  and 
roomy,  that  you  often  feed  your  fish  by  throwing  into  them  chip- 
pings  of  bread,  curds,  grains,  or  the  entrails  of  chickens  or  of  any 
fowl  or  beast  that  you  kill  to  feed  yourselves;  for  these  afford  fish 
a  great  relief.  He  says  that  frogs  and  ducks  do  much  harm,  and 
devour  both  the  spawn  and  the  young  fry  of  all  fish,  especially  of 
the  Carp ;  and  I  have,  besides  experience,  many  testimonies  of  it 
But  Lebault  allows  water-frogs  to  be  good  meat,  especially  in  some 
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months,  if  they  be  fat :  but  you  are  to  note  that  be  is  a  French- 
man ;  and  we  English  will  hardly  believe  him,  though  we  know 
frogs  are  usually  eaten  in  his  country  :  however  he  advises  to 
destroy  them  and  kingfishers  out  of  your  ponds.  And  he  advises 
not  to  suffer  much  shooting  at  wildfowl;  for  that,  he  says, 
afirightens,  and  harms,  and  destroys  the  fish. 

Note,  that  Carps  and  Tench  thrive  and  breed  best  when  no 
other  fish  is  put  with  them  into  the  same  pond  ;  for  all  other  fish 
devour  their  spawn,  or  at  least  the  greatest  part  of  it  And  note, 
that  clods  of  grass  thrown  into  any  pond  feed  any  Carps  in 
summer ;  and  that  garden-earth  and  parsley  thrown  into  a  pond 
recovers  and  refreshes  the  sick  fish.  And  note,  that  when  you 
store  your  pond,  you  are  to  put  into  it  two  or  three  melters  for 
one  spawner,  if  you  put  them  into  a  breeding-pond ;  but  if  into  a 
nurse-pond,  or  feeding-pond,  in  which  they  will  not  breed,  then 
no  care  is  to  be  taken  whether  there  be  most  male  or  female  Carps. 

It  is  observed  that  the  best  ponds  to  breed  Carps  arc  those  that 
be  stony  or  sandy,  and  are  warm,  and  free  from  wind ;  and  that 
are  not  deep,  but  have  willow-trees  and  grass  on  their  sides,  over 
which  the  water  does  sometimes  flow  :  and  note,  that  Carps  do 
more  usually  breed  in  marl-pits,  or  pits  that  have  dean  clay 
bottoms  ;  or  in  new  ponds,  or  ponds  that  lie  dry  a  winter  season, 
than  in  old  ponds  that  be  full  of  mud  and  weeds.* 

•  It  !•  obtenrable  Uutt  the  author  has  said  ytert  little  of  pond-fishing ;  whidi  «*  • 
truth*  a  dull  recreation ;  and  to  which  I  have  heard  it  objected,  that  6sh  in  P<M»* .? 
already  caught.  Nevertheless,  I  find  that  in  the  canal  at  St  James's  Park,  «[|j^ 
though  a  large  one,  is  yet  a  pondt  it  was,  in  the  reign  of  Charies  IL,  the  practice  <^u^e$ 
to  angle. 

"  Beneath,  a  shole  of  silver  fishes  glides. 
And  plays  about  the  gilded  barges'  sides ; 
The  ladies,  angling  in  the  chrysul  lake, 
Feast  on  the  waters  with  the  prey  thev  take : 
At  once  victorious  with  their  lines  and  eyes, 
They  make  the  fishes  and  the  men  their  prise.** 
— Wallbb.    Poem  Om  St  Jamt/*  Fork,  iaUfy  imfroved  by  Ats  M^jetty, 

As  the  method  of  ordering  fish<ponds  is  now  very  wdl  known,  and  there  are  f<^ 
books  of  gardening  but  what  give  some  directions  about  it,  it  is  hoped  the  reader  wiU 
think  the  following  quotation  from  Bowlker  sufficient,  by  way  oi  annotation  on  tatf 
chapter  :— 

*'  When  rou  intend  to  stock  a  pool  with  Carp  or  Tench,  make  a  cIom  ethtring  m^^ 
■cross  the  head  of  the  pool,  about  a  yard  distance  <^  the  dam,  and  about  three  feet  above 
the  water,  which  is  the  best  refuge  for  them  I  know  (tf,  and  the  onlv  method  to  V*'*'?^ 
pool*fish :  because  if  any  one  attempts  to  rob  the  pool,  muddies  the  water,  or  dismnM 
It  with  nets,  mo!«t  of  the  fish,  if  not  till,  immediately  fly  between  the  hedge  and  the  d^ 
to  preserve  themselves ;  and  in  all  pools  where  there  are  such  shelters  and  sbadei,  tvs 
fish  delight  to  swim  backwards  and  forwards,  through  and  round  the  same,  mbbinff  a^ 
sporting  themselves  therewith.  This  hedge  ought  to  be  made  chiefly  of  oris,  and  sot 
too  close  ;  the  boughs  long  and  straggling  towards  the  dam  :  by  which  means  yoU  ^f 
feed  and  fatten  them  as  you  please.  The  best  baiu  for  drawing  them  u^ether,  >'J^ 
are  maggots,  or  young  wasps ;  the  next  are  bullock's  brains  and  lob-worro%  choppw 
together,  and  thrown  into  the  pools  in  large  quantities,  about  two  hours  before  s"<^ 
summer  and  winter.    By  thua  using  these  ground-baits,  once  a  day,  for  a  fortD«>» 
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Well,  Scholar,  I  have  told  you  the  substance  of  all  that  either 
observation  or  discourse,  or  a  diligent  survey  of  Dubravius  and 
Lebault,  hath  told  me :  not  that  they,  in  their  long  discourses, 
have  not  said  more ;  but  the  most  of  the  rest  are  so  common 
observations,  as  if  a  man  should  tell  a  good  arithmetician  that 
twice  two  is  four.  I  will  therefore  put  an  end  to  this  discourse ; 
and  we  will  here  sit  down  and  rest  us. 

PiscATOR,     Well,  Schollir,  I  have  held  you  too  long  about 

these  cadis,  and  smaller  fish,  and  rivers,  and  fish-ponds  ;  and 

my  spirits  are  almost  spent,  and  so  I  doubt  is  your 

**^'*  '  patience ;  but  being  we  are  now  almost  at  Tottenham^ 
where  I  first  met  you,  and  where  we  are  to  part,  I  will  lose  no 
time,  but  give  you  a  little  direction  how  to  make  and  order  your 
lines,  and  to  colour  the  hair '  of  which  you  make  your  lines,  for 
that  is  very  needful  to  be  known  of  an  angler ;  and  also  how  to 
paint  yoiu:  rod,  especially  your  top ;  for  a  right-grown  top  is  a 
choice  commodity,  and  should  be  preserved  from  the  water  soak- 
ing into  it,  which  makes  it  in  wet  weather  to  be  heavy  and  fish  ill- 
favouredly,  and  not  true;  and  also  it  rots  quickly  for  want  of 
painting  :  ^  and  I  think  a  good  top  is  worth  preserving,  or  I  had 
not  taken  care  to  keep  a  top  above  twenty  years. 

VARIATIONS. 

'  In  the /frr/  edition  the  chapter  commences  thux :  "  Well»  Scholar,  I  have  held  you 
too  long  aoout  these  cadis,  and  mv  spirits  are  almost  spent,  and  so  I  doubt  is  your 
patience ;  but  being  we  are  now  witnin  sight  of  Tottenham,  where  I  first  met  vou,  and 
where  we  are  to  part,  I  will  give  you  a  littfe  direction  how  to  colour  the  hajr,"  &c 

'  which  nudces  it  in  wet  weather  to  be  heavy,  and  fish  ill-fovouredly,  and  also  to 
rot  quickly. — tst  edit.  In  the  second  edition  is  added  **for  want  of  painting:**  tbo 
thira  and  subsequent  editions  correspond  with  the  text. 

toeetber,  the  fish  will  come  as  constantly  and  naturally  to  the  place  as  cattle  to  their 
lodder ;  and  to  satisfy  your  curiosity,  and  to  convince  you  herein,  after  you  have  baited 
the  pool  for  some  time,  as  directed,  take  about  the  quantity  of  a  twopenny  loaf  of 
wheaten  bread,  cut  it  into  slices,  and  wet  it :  then  throw  it  into  the  pool  where  you  had 
baited,  and  the  Carp  will  feed  upon  it  t  after  you  have  used  the  wet  bread  three  or  four 
mornings,  then  throw  some  dry  bread  ib,  whidt  will  lie  on  the  top  of  the  water ;  and  if 
70U  watch,  out  of  sight  of  the  fish,  you  will  presentlv-  see  them  swim  to  it,  and  suck  it 
ID.  I  look  upon  wneaten  bread  to  be  the  best  food  for  them,  though  barley  or  oaten 
bread  is  very  good.  If  there  be  Tench  and  Pearch  in  the  same  pond,  they  will  feed 
upon  the  four  former  bait«,  and  not  touch  the  bread.  Indeed  there  is  no  pool-fish  so  shy 
and  nice  as  a  Carp.  When  the  water  is  disturbed.  Carp  will  fly  to  the  safest  shelter 
they  can :  which  I  one  day  observed,  when  assisting  a  gentleman  to  fish  bis  pool ;  for 
Mother  person  disturbed  the  water,  by  throwing  the  casting  net,  but  caught  never  a 
Carp :  whereupon  two  or  three  of  us  stripped  and  went  into  the  pool,  which  was  pro- 
vided with  such  a  sort  of  a  hedge  in  it  as  is  before  described,  whither  the  Carp  had  fled 
for  safety ;  then  fishing  with  our  hands  on  both  sides  of  the  hedge,  that  is,  one  on  eithei 
>nie,  we  catched  what  quantity  of  Carp  was  wanting*" — Bouilktr^  p.  6a. 

The  reader  may  alito  consult  a  book  published  about  the  year  17x2,  entitled  A  IH9' 
course  of  Fish  and  Fish-^onds^  by  a  Person  of  Honour ;  who,  I  have  been  told  by  om 
that  knew  him,  was  the  Hon.  Roger  North,  author  of  the  Life  ^  the  Lord  Keeper 
Onildford,  See  before,  page  143.  Pllie  first  edition  of  this  work  was  without  a  date^ 
m  octavo.  It  was  published  again  in  17)3  and  x^\K,  An  edition  in  quarto  appeared 
about  1770,  with  the  name  of  the  author  in  the  title.    It  is  also  found  as  an  appen<ug»  to 

The  Gentleman  Farmer,"  8va    Loiui,  1736.] 
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*  But  first  for  your  Line.  First  note,  that  you  are  to  take  care 
that  your  hair  be  round  and  clear,  and  free  from  gails,  or  scabs^ 
or  frets :  for  a  well-chosen,  even,  clear,  round  hair,  of  a  kind  of 
glass-colour,  will  prove  as  strong  as  three  uneven  scabby  hairs 
that  are  ill-chosen,  and  full  of  galls  or  unevenness.  You  shall 
seldom  find  a  black  hair  but  it  is  round,  but  many  white  are  flat 
and  uneven ;  therefore,  if  you  get  a  lock  of  right,  round,  clear, 
glass-colour  hair,  make  much  of  it. 

And  for  making  your  line,  observe  this  rule  :  first,  let  yoor 
hair  be  clean  washed  ere  you  go  about  to  twist  it;  and  then 
choose  not  only  the  clearest  hair  for  it,  bjit  hairs  that  be  of  an 
equal  bigness,  for  such  do  usually  stretch  all  together,  and  break 
all  together,  which  hairs  of  an  unequal  bigness  never  do,  but 
break  singly,  and  so  deceive  the  angler  that  trusts  to  them.* 

When  you  have  twisted  your  links,  lay  them  in  water  for  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  at  least,  and  then  twist  them  over  again  before 
you  tie  them  into  a  line  :  for  those  that  do  not  so  shall  usually 
find  their  line  to  have  a  hair  or  two  shrink,  and  be  shorter  than 
the  rest,  at  the  first  fishing  with  it,  which  is  so  much  of  the 
strength  of  the  line  lost  for  want  of  first  watering  it,  and  then  re- 
twisting  it ;  and  this  is  most  visible  in  a  seven-hair  Jine,  one  of 
those  which  hath  always  a  black  hair  in  the  middle.' 

And  for  dyeing  of  your  hairs,  do  it  thus  :  take  a  pint  of  strong 
ale,  half  a  pound  of  soot,  and  a  little  '  quantity  of  the  juice  of 
walnut-tree  leaves,  and  an  equal  quantity  of  alum  :  put  these 
together  into  a  pot,  pan,  or  pipkin,  and  boil  them  half  an  hour ; 
and  having  so  done,  let  it  cool ;  and  being  cold,  put  your  hair  into 
it,  and  there  let  it  lie  ;  it  will  turn  your  hair  to  be  a  kind  of  water  or 
glass  colour,  or  greenish  ;  and  the  longer  you  let  it  lie,  the  deeper 
coloured  it  will  be.  You  might  be  taught  to  make  many  other 
colours,  but  it  is  to  little  purpose  ;  for  doubtless  the  water-colour 
or  glass-coloured  hair  is  the  most  choice  and  most  usefiil  for  an 
angler,  but  let  it  not  be  too  green.' 

But  if  you  desire  to  colour  hair  greener,  then  do  it  thus:  take  a 
quart  of  small  ale,  half  a  pound  of  alum  ;  then  put  these  into  a 
pan  or  pipkin,  and  your  hair  into  it  with  them  ;  then  put  it  upon 

VARIATIONS. 

^  No  portion  of  this  and  the  two  following  paragraphs  occurs  in  the  yCrr/  editko :  bat 
they  were  inserted  in  the  second, 

^  for  mich  do  usually  stretch  altogether!  and  not  break  singly  one  by  ooe,  btf 
altogether. — a-/  and  yi  edit, 

"  a  seven-hair  line  with  one  of  them  black  in  the  middle. — id  edit 

'  MVe.^ut  edii. 

*  '*  but  let  it  not  be  too  green/'  added  in  the  second  and  subsequent  editions. 
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a  fire,  and  let  it  boil  softly  for  half  an  hour ;  and  then  take  out 
your  hair,  and  let  it  dry ;  and  having  so  done,  then  take  a  pottle 
of  water,  and  put  into  it  two  handfuls  of  marigolds,  and  cover  it 
with  a  tile  or  what  you  think  fit,  and  set  it  again  on  the  fire, 
where  it  is  to  boil  again  softly  for  half  an  hour,  about  which  time 
the  scum  will  turn  yellow ;  then  put  into  it  half  a  pound  of 
copperas,  beaten  small,  and  with  it  the  hair  that  you  intend  to 
colour ;  then  let  the  hair  be  boiled  softly  till  half  the  liquor  be 
wasted,  and  then  let  it  cool  three  or  four  hours,  with  your  hair  in 
it ;  and  you  are  to  observe  that  the  more  copperas  you  put  into 
it,  the  greener  it  will  be ;  but  doubtless  the  pale  green  is  best 
But  if  you  desire  yellow  hair,  which  is  only  good  when  the  weeds 
rot,  then  put  in  more  marigolds  ;  and  abate  most  of  the  copperas, 
or  leave  it  quite  out,  and  take  a  little  verdigris  instead  of  it. 
This  for  colouring  your  hair. 

And  as  for  painting  your  Rod,  which  must  be  in  oil,  you  must 
first  make  a  size  with  glue  and  water,  boiled  together  until  the 
glue  be  dissolved,  and  the  size  of  a  lye- colour  :  then  strike  your 
size  upon  the  wood  with  a  bristle,  or  a  brush  or  pencil,  whilst  it 
is  hot :  that  being  quite  dry,  take  white-lead,  and  a  little  red  lead, 
and  a  little  coal-black,  so  much  as  altogether  will  make  an  ash- 
colour  :  grind  these  altogether  with  linseed  oil ;  let  it  be  thick, 
and  lay  it  thin  upon  the  wood  with  a  brush  or  pencil  :  this  do  for 
the  ground  of  any  colour  to  lie  upon  wood. 

For  a  green,  take  pink  and  verdigris,  and  grind  them  together 
in  linseed  oil,  as  thin  ^  as  you'  can  well  grind  it  :  then  lay  it 
smoothly  on  with  your  brush,  and  drive  it  thin  ;  once  doing,  for 
Ae  most  part,  will  serve,  if  you  lay  it  well ;  and  if  twice,  be  sure 
your  first  colour  be  thoroughly  dry  before  you  lay  on  a  second.^ 

Well,  Scholar,  having  now  taught  you  to  paint  your  rod,  and 
we  having  still  a  mile  to  Tottenham  High  Cross,  I  will,  as  we 
walk  towards  it  in  the  cool  shade  of  this  sweet  honeysuckle  hedge, 
mention  to  you  some  of  the  thoughts  and  joys  that  have  possessed 
my  soul  since  we  two  met  together.     And  these  thoughts  shall  be 

VARIATIONS. 

»  thick.— I*/ ri///. 

*  In  the^rj/,  sicond,  and  third  editions,  Piscator  continues:  "WcH,  SchofeiR  yoa 
^w  see  Tottenham,  and  I  am  weary,  and  therefore  glad  that  we  are  so  near  it :  out  if 
ivT**^  to  walk  many  more  days  with  you,  I  could  still  be  telling  you  more  and  more  of 
the  mysterious  art  of  angling ;  but  I  will  hope  for  another  opportunity,  and^  then  I  will 
acquaint  you  with  many  more  both  necessary  and  true  observations  concerning  fish  and 
l^hing :  but  now  no  more,  let's  turn  into  yonder  arbour,  for  it's  a  clean  and  a  cool  place." 
X^o  which  Venator  replies :  "  'Tis  a  fair  motion,  and  I  will  rec^uite  a  part  of  your 
courtesies  with  a  bottle  of  sack,  and  milk,  and  orange«,  and  sugar,  which  all  put  together, 
tnake  a  drink  too  good  for  anybody  but  lu  anglers/'  &c. 
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told  you,  that  you  also  may  join  with  me  in  thankfulness  to  the 
Giver  of  every  good  and  perfect  gift,  for  our  happiness.     And 
that  our  present  happiness  may  appear  to  be  the  greater,  and  we 
the  more  thankful  for  it,  I  will  beg  you  to  consider  with  me  how 
many  do,  even  at  this  very  time,  lie  under  the  torment  of  the 
stone,  the  gout,  and  toothache ;  and  this  we  are  free  from.     And 
every  misery  that  I  miss  is  a  new  mercy  ;  and  therefore  let  us  be 
thankful     There  have  been,  since  we  met,  others  that  have  met 
disasters  of  broken  limbs  ;  some  have  been  blasted,  others  thunder- 
strucken  :  and  we  have  been  freed  from  these,  and  all  those  many 
other  miseries  that  threaten  human  nature;  let  us  therefore  rejoice 
and  be  thankfuL     Nay,  which  is  a  far  greater  mercy,  we  are  free 
from  the  insupportable  burthen  of  an  accusing  tormenting  con- 
science ;  a  misery  that  none  can  bear  :  and  therefore  let  us  praise 
Him  for  His  preventing  grace,  and  say.  Every  misery  that  I  miss 
is  a  new  mercy.     Nay,  let  me  tell  you,  there  be  many  that  have 
forty  times  our  estates,  that  would  give  the  greatest  part  of  it  to 
be  healthful  and  cheerful  like  us,  who,  with  the  expense  of  a  little 
money,  have  eat  and  drunk,  and  laughed,  and  angled,  and  sung, 
and  slept  securely ;  and  rose  next  day  and  cast  away  care,  and 
sung,  and  laughed,  and  angled  again ;  which  are  blessings  rich 
men  cannot  purchase  with  all  their  money.     Let  me  tell  you. 
Scholar,  I  have  a  rich  neighbour  that  is  always  so  busy  that  he 
has   no  leisure  to  laugh  ;  the  whole  business  of  his  life  is  to  get 
money,  and  more  money,  that  he  may  still  get  more  and  more 
money ;  he  is  still  drudging  on,  and  says,   that  Solomon  says, 
**  The  diligent  hand  maketh  rich ;  "  and  it  is  true  indeed  :  but  he 
considers  not  that  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  riches  to  make  a  man 
happy ;  for  it  was  wisely  said,  by  a  man  of  great  observation,  *'That 
there  be  as  many  miseries  beyond  riches  as  on  this  side  of  them." 
And  yet  God  deliver  us  from  pinching  poverty ;  and  grant,  that 
having  a  competency,  we  may  be  content  and  thankful.     Let  not 
us  repine,  or  so  much  as  think  the  gifts  of  God  unequally  dealt, 
if  we  see  another  abound  with  riches ;  when,  as  God  knows,  the 
cares  that  are  the  keys  that  keep  those  riches  hang  often  so  heavily 
at  the  rich  man's  girdle,  that  they  clog  him  with  weary  days 
and  restless  nights,  even  when  others  sleep  quietly.     We  see  but 
the  outside  of  the  rich  man's  happiness  :  few  consider  him  to  be 
like  the  silkworm,  that,  when  she  seems  to  play,  is,  at  the  very 
same  time,  spinning  her  own  bowels,  and  consuming  herself;  and 
this  many  rich  men  do,  loading  themselves  with  corroding  cares, 
to  keep  what  they  have,  probably,  unconscionably  got.     Let  us, 
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therefore,  be  thankful  for  health  and  a  <:x)mpelence ;  and  above 
all,  for  a  quiet  conscience. 

Let  me  tell  you,  Scholar,  that  Diogenes  walked  on  a  day,  with 

his  friend,  to   see  a  country  fair;    where  he  saw  ribbons,  and 

looking-glasses,  and  nut-crackers,  and  fiddles,  and  hobby-horses, 

and  many  other  gimcracks ;  and,  having  observed  them,  and  all 

the  other  finnimbruns  that  make  a  complete  country  fair,  he  said 

to  his  friend,  "  Lord,  how  many  things  are  there  in  this  world  ot 

which  Diogenes  hath  no  need  ! "     And  truly  it  is  so,  or  might  be 

so,  with  very  many  who  vex  and  toil  themselves  to  get  what  they 

have  no  need  of.     Can  any  man  charge  God,  that  he  hath  not 

given   him    enough   to   make   his  life  happy?     No,    doubtless; 

for  nature  is  content  with  a  little.     And  yet  you  shall  hardly 

meet  with  a  man  that  complains  not  of  some  want ;  though  he, 

indeed,  wants  nothing  but  his  will ;  it  may  be,  nothing  but  his 

will  of  his  poor  neighbour,  for  not  worshipping,  or  not  flattering 

him :  and  thus,  when  we  might  be  happy  and  quiet,  we  create 

trouble  to  ourselves.     I  have  heard  of  a  man  that  was  angry  with 

himself  because  he  was  no  taller ;  and  of  a  woman  that  broke 

her  looking-glass  because  it  would  not  show  her  face  to  be  as 

young  and  handsome  as  her  next  neighbour's  was.     And  I  knew 

another  to  whom  God  had  given  health  and  plenty  ;  but  a  wife 

that  nature  had  made  peevish,  and  her  husband's  riches  had  made 

purse-proud ;  and  must,  because  she  was  rich,  and  for  no  other 

virtue,  sit  in  the  highest  pew  in  the  church  ;  which  being  denied 

her,  she  engaged  her  husband  into  a  contention  for  it,  and  at  last 

into  a  lawsuit  with  a  dogged  neighbour  who  was  as  rich  as  he, 

and  had  a  wife  as  peevish  and  purse-proud  as  the  other :  and 

this  lawsuit  begot  higher  oppositions,  and  actionable  words,  and 

more  vexations  and  lawsuits ;  for  you  must  remember  that  both 

were  rich,  and  must  therefore  have  their  wills.     Well  !  this  wilful, 

purse-proud  lawsuit  lasted  during  the  life  of  the  first  husband ; 

after  which  his  wife  vext  and  chid,  and  chid  and  vext,  till  she  also 

chid  and  vext  herself  into  her  grave  :  and  so  the  wealth  of  these 

poor  rich  people  was  curst  into  a  punishment,  because  they  wanted 

meek  and  thankfiil  hearts ;  for  those  only  can  make  us  happy. 

1  knew  a  man  that  had  health  and  riches  ;  and  several  houses,  all 

beautiful,  and  ready  furnished ;  and  would  often  trouble  himself 

and  family  to  be  removing  from  one  house  to  another  :  and  being 

asked  by  a  fnend  why  he  removed  so  often  from  one  house  to 

another,  replied,  "It  was  to  find  content  in  some  one  of  them."  But 

^  friend,  knowing  his  temper,  told  him,  "  If  he  would  find  con- 
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tent  in  any  of  his  houses,  he  must  leave  himself  behind  him ;  for 
content  will  never  dwell  but  in  a  meek  and  quiet  soul.**  And  this 
may  appear,  if  we  read  and  consider  what  our  Saviour  says  in  St 
Matthew's  Gospel ;  for  he  there  says,  "  Blessed  be  the  merciful, 
for  they  shall  obtain  mercy.  Blessed  be  the  pure  in  heart,  for  they 
shall  see  God.  Blessed  be  the  poor  in  spirit,  for  theirs  is  the 
kingdom  of  heaven.  And,  Blessed  be  the  meek,  for  they  shall 
possess  the  earth."  Not  that  the  meek  shall  not  also  obtain 
mercy,  and  see  God,  and  be  comforted,  and  at  last  come  to  the 
kingdom  of  heaven  :  but  in  the  meantime,  he,  and  he  only,  pos- 
sesses the  earth,  as  he  goes  towards  that  kingdom  of  heaven,  by 
being  humble  and  cheerful,  and  content  with  what  his  good  God 
has  allotted  him.  He  has  no  turbulent,  repining  vexatious 
thoughts  that  he  deserves  better  ;  nor  is  vext  when  he  sees  others 
possest  of  more  honour  or  more  riches  than  his  wise  God  has 
allotted  for  his  share  :  but  he  possesses  what  he  has  with  a  meek 
and  contented  quietness,  such  a  quietness  as  makes  his  very  dreams 
pleasing,  both  to  God  and  himself. 

My  honest  Scholar,  all  this  is  told  to  incline  you  to  thankfulness ; 
and  to  incline  you  the  more,  let  me  tell  you,  and  though  the 
prophet  David  was  guilty  of  murder  and  adultery,  and  many  other 
of  the  most  deadly  sins,  yet  he  was  said  to  be  a  man  after  God's 
own  heart,  because  he  abounded  more  with  thankfulness  than  any 
other  that  is  mentioned  in  Holy  Scripture,  as  may  appear  in  his 
Book  of  Psalms ;  where  there  is  such  a  commixture,  of  his  con- 
fessing of  his  sins  and  unworthiness,  and  such  thankfulness  for 
God's  pardon  and  mercies,  as  did  make  him  to  be  accounted,  even 
by  God  himself,  to  be  a  man  after  his  own  heart :  and  let  us,  in 
that,  labour  to  be  as  like  him  as  we  can  ;  let  not  the  blessings  we 
receive  daily  from  God  make  us  not  to  value,  or  not  praise  Him 
because  they  be  common ;  let  us  not  forget  to  praise  Him  for  the 
innocent  mirth  and  pleasure  we  have  met  with  since  we  met 
together.  What  would  a  blind  man  give  to  see  the  pleasant 
rivers,  and  meadows,  and  flowers,  and  fountains,  that  we  have 
met  with  since  we  met  together  ?  I  have  been  told,  that  if  a  man 
that  was  bom  blind  could  obtain  to  have  his  sight  for  but  only 
one  hour  during  his  whole  life,  and  should,  at  the  first  opening  of 
his  eyes,  fix  his  sight  upon  the  sun  when  it  was  in  its  full  glory, 
either  at  the  rising  or  setting  of  it,  he  would  be  so  transported  and 
amazed,  and  so  admire  the  glory  of  it,  that  he  would  not  willingly 
turn  his  eyes  from  that  first  ravishing  object,  to  behold  all  the 
other  various  beauties  this  world  could  present  to  him.     And  this, 
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and  many  other  like  blessings,  we  enjoy  daily.  And  for  most  of 
them,  because  they  be  so  common,  most  men  forget  to  pay  their 
praises :  but  let  not  us ;  because  it  is  a  sacrifice  so  pleasing  to 
Him  that  made  that  sun  and  us,  and  still  protects  us,  and  gives 
us  flowers,  and  showers,  and  stomachs,  and  meat,  and  content, 
and  leisure  to  go  a-fishing. 

Well,  Scholar,  I  have  almost  tired  myself,  and,  I  fear,  more 
than  almost  tired  you.     But  I  now  see  Tottenham  High  Cross  ; 
and  our  short  walk  thither  shall  put  a  period  to  my  too  long 
discourse  ;  in  which  my  meaning  was,  and  is,  to  plant  that  in  your 
mind  with  which  1  labour  to  possess  my  own  soul ;  that  is,  a  meek 
and  thankful  heart     And  to  that  end  I   have  showed  you,  that 
riches  without  them,  do  not  make  any  man  happy.     But  let  me 
tell  you,  that  riches  with  them  remove  many  fears  and  cares.    And 
therefore  my  advice  is,  that  you  endeavour  to  be  honestly  rich,  or 
contentedly  poor  :  but  be  sure  that  your  riches  be  justly  got,  or 
you  spoil  all     For  it  is  well  said  by  Caussin,*  "  He  that  loses  his 
conscience  has  nothing  left  that  is  worth  keeping."     Therefore 
be  sure  you  look  to  that.     And,  in  the  next  place,  look  to  your 
health  :  and  if  you  have  it,  praise  God,  and  value  it  next  to  a 
good  conscience ;  for  health  is  the  second  blessing  that  we  mortals 
are  capable  of;  a  blessing  that  money  cannot  buy;  and  there- 
fore value  it,  and  be  thankful  for  it     As  for  money,  which  may 
be  said  to  be  the  third  blessing,  neglect  it  not :  but  note,  that 
there  is  no  necessity  of  being  rich ;  for  I  told  you,  there  be  as 
many  miseries  beyond  riches  as  on  this  side  them :  and  if  you 
have  a  competence,  enjoy  it -with  a  meek,  cheerful,  thankful  heart. 
I  will  tell  you.  Scholar,  I  have  heard  a  grave  divine  say,t  that 
God  has  two  dwellings ;  one  in  heaven,  and  the  other  in  a  meek 
and  thankful  heart ;  which  Almighty  God  grant  to  me,  and  to 
my  honest  Scholar.     And  so  you  are  welcome  to  Tottenham 
High  Cross. 

Venator.  Well,  Master,  I  thank  you  for  all  your  good 
directions ;  but  for  none  more  than  this  last,  of  thankfulness, 
which  I  hope  I  shall  never  forget  And  pray  let's  now  rest  our- 
selves in  this  sweet  shady  arbour,  which  nature  herself  has  woven 
with  her  own  fine  fingers  ;  'tis  such  a  contexture  of  woodbines, 
sweetbrier,  jasmine,  and   myrtle ;    and   so   interwoven,  as  will 

*  Ntcholtu^  Caugtift,  a  native  of  Troyes  in  Champagne,  wrote  a  book  called  The  Holy 
Courts  of  which  there  is  an  English  translation  in  (olio.  He  was  esteemed  a  person  of 
great  probhy ;  and  of  such  a  spirit,  that  he  attempted  to  di^^place  Cardinal  Richelieu :  but 
that  minister  proved  too  hard  for  him,  and  (;ot  him  banished.  He  returned  to  Paris 
tfter  the  Cardinal's  death,  and  died  there  in  the  convent  of  Jesuits,  July  1651. — H. 

t  His  admired  spiritual  father,  Dr  Dozme,  in  his  Sermoas. 
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secure  us  both  from  the  sun's  violent  heat,  and  from  the  approach- 
ing  shower.  And  being  set  down,  I  will  requite  a  part  of  your 
courtesies  with  a  bottle  of  sack,  milk,  oranges,  and  sugar,  which, 
all  put  together,  make  a  drink  like  nectar ;  indeed,  too  good  for 
any  but  us  Anglers.  And  so,  Master,  here  is  a  full  glass  to  you 
of  that  liquor :  and  when  you  have  pledged  me,  I  will  repeat  the 
Verses  which  I  promised  you :  it  is  a  Copy  printed  among  some 
of  Sir  Henry  Wotton's,*  and  doubtless  made  either  by  hina,  or 
by  a  lover  of  angling.  Come,  Master,  now  drink  a  glass  to  roe, 
and  then  I  will  pledge  you,  and  fall  to  my  repetition ;  it  is  a 
description  of  such  country  recreations  as  I  have  enjoyed  since  I 
had  the  happiness  to  fall  into  your  company. 

uivering  fears,  heart-tearing  cares,  Which  donCf  both  bleating  ran,  eodi  to  ius 

nxious  Mghs,  untimely  tears,  mother ; 

Fly,  fly  to  courts.  And  woundx  are  nerer  found. 

Fly  to  fond  worldUng^s*  sports,  Save  what  the   ploughshare   gives  the 

Where  stiain'd  sardonic  smiles  are  glosing         ground. 

still, 
And  Grief  is  forc'd  to  laugh  against  her  will :  Here  are  no  false  entrapping  baits. 

Where  mirth's  but  mummery,  To  hasten  too,  too  hasty  Fates, 

And  sorrows  only  real  be.  Unless  it  be 

-«    -  . ^.         a  The  fond  credulity 

Fly  from  our  country  pastimes,  fly,  Qf  silly  fish,  which,  woridKng-likc.  sdH  look 

Sad  troops  of  human  misery.  y       ^^^  ^^^  l,„j  „^^  ^*^y^  ^^^^ 

Come,  s«jne  looks.  Sfor  envy,  unless  among 

Clear  as  the  orystal  brooks  The  birdi,  for  prize  of  tLir  sweet  song. 

Or  the  pure  amrd  heaven  that  smiles  to  see  — ,        r  "•• 

The  rich  attendance  of  our  poverty :  Go,  let  the  diving  negro  seek 

£5??*»^*".?  *  •^*^'"?  "'"**•  ,    ^    .  Fo''  8enw»  Wd  in  some  foriorn  creek : 

Which  all  men  seek,  we  only  find.  We  all  pearls  scorn. 

Abused  mortals  I  did  you  know  ^  Save  what  the  dewy  mom 

Where  joy,  heart's-ease,  and  comforU  grow,  £?"8?*'*  "P?°  «»<^^  little  spire  of  grass, 

You'd  scorn  proud  towers.  Which   careless  shepherds   beat  down  a 

And  seek  them  in  these  bowers  ;  .  ^^V  J»»  *,     , 

Where  winds,  sometimes,  our  woods  perhaps      ^"?  ^T*  "«  «^  "«**  appears 

may  shake,  Sate  what  the  yellow  Ceres  beariL 

But  blust'ring  care  could   never  tempest  «,-,.  ,;,^.  «.^.*  ^i,  «,«„  „.  i^ 

Nor  murmurs  e»er  come  nieh  us   [nuEe.  fL?1^^' SS^f  W  mtflX^ 

Saving  of  fountains  that  gh^de  by  u's.  ^%:;;^?i'^„*ecm?  °"'"^ ' 

Here's  no  fantastic  mask,  nor  dance,  For  ever  pitch  their  tents 

But  of  our  kids  that  frisk  and  prance ;  Upon  these  down^  these  meads,  these  rocks, 

Nor  wars  are  seen  these  mountains 

Unless  upon  the  green  And  peace  still  slumber  by  these  puriing 

Two  harmless  iambs  are  butting  one  the      Which  we  may,  every  year,    (fountains : 
other,  Meet  when  we  come  a'fishing  here. 

PiSCATOR.  Trust  me,  Scholar,  I  thank  you  heartily  for  these 
Verses :  they  be  choicely  good,  and  doubtless  made  by  a  lover  of 
angling.  Come,  now,  drink  a  glass  to  me,  and  I  will  requite  you 
with  another  very  good  copy  :  it  is  a  farewell  to  the  vanities  of 
the  world,  and  some  say  written  by  Sir  Harry  Wotton,*  who  I 

VARIATION. 

*  and  I  will  reouite  you  with  a  very  good  copy  of  verses :  it  is  a  frtrewell  to  the 
vanities  of  the  world,  and  some  say  written  by  Dr  D. — \tt  and  vd  edit, 

*  See  RtUquia  IVotUmatutt  8vo,  1685,  page  390. 
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told  you  was  an  excellent  angler.  But  let  them  be  writ  by  whom 
they  will,  he  that  writ  them  had  a  brave  soul,  and  must  needs  be 
possest  with  happy  thoughts  at  the  time  of  their  composure. 

*  Farewell,  ye  gilded  foIUes,  pleasm^  troubles ; 
Farewell,  ye  honoured  rags,  jre  glonous  bubbles ; 
Fame's  but  a  hollow  edio  ;  Gold,  pore  day ; 
Honour  the  darling  but  <^one  short  dav  ; 
Beauty,  th'  eye's  idol,  but  a  damask'd  skin : 
Sute,  but  a  golden  prison,  to  lire  in 
And  torture  tree-bom  minds ;  embroider'd  Trains^ 
Merely  but  pageants  for  proud  swelling  veins ; 
And  Blood  allied  to  greatness  is  alone 
Inherited,  not  purchased,  nor  our  own. 

Fame,  Honour.  Beauty,  Sute,  Train,  Blood  and  Birth, 
Are  but  the  lading  blossoms  of  the  earth. 

I  would  be  great,  but  that  the  son  doth  still 

Leirel  his  rays  against  the  rising  hill : 

I  would  be  high,  but  see  the  proudest  oak 

Most  subject  to  the  rending  tnunder-^troke : 

I  would  be  richf  but  see  men,  too  unkind. 

Dig  in  the  bowels  of  the  richest  mind :  f 

I  would  be  wise,  but  that  I  often  see 

The  fox  suspected,  whilst  the  ass  goes  free : 

I  would  be  fair,  but  see  the  fair  and  proud. 

Like  the  bright  sun,  oft  setting  in  a  cloud : 

I  would  be  poor,  but  know  the  humble  grass 

Still  trampled  on  by  each  unworthy  ass : 

Rich,  hated  ;  wise,  suspected  ;  scom'd,  if  poor; 

Great,  fear'd  ;  fair,  tempted ;  high,  still  envy'd  more. 
I  have  wish'd  all ;  but  now  I  wish  for  neither, 
Great,  high,  rich,  wise,  nor  fair :  poor  I'll  be  rather. 

Would  the  World  now  adopt  me  for  her  heir  ; 
Would  beauty's  Queen  entitle  me  the  fair ; 
Fame  speak  me  fortune's  minion ;  could  I  "  vie 
Angels    with  India ;  %  with  a  sp^Ucing  eye 

*  These  verses  are  also  said  to  have  been  written  by  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  when  a 
prisoner  in  the  Tower,  shortly  before  his  execution.  Walton  expresses  himself  doubtful 
as  to  the  author.  ,  t  Mine. 

\  An  angel  is  a  piece  of  coin»  value  ten  shillings.  The  words  to  "  vie  angelt**  are  a 
metonymy,  and  signify  to  comp€tre  wealth.  In  the  old  ballad  e/tke  Bf£eaf*s  Daughter 
ofBethnal  GreeM^  a  competition  of  this  kind  is  introduced :  a  young  knight,  about  to 
marry  th«  beggar's  daughter,  is  dissuaded  from  so  unequal  a  match  by  some  gentlemen, 
his  relations,  who  urge  the  poverty  of  her  father :  the  beggar  challenges  them  to  drop 
etttgeU  with  himi  and  fairly  empties  the  purses  of  them  aflT  The  contest,  and  its  issue, 
are  related  in  the  following  stanxas,  part  of  the  ballad  t^- 

Then  spake  the  blind  benar :  "  Although  I  be  poor, 

Yet  rail  not  against  my  child  at  my  own  door : 

Though  she  be  not  deck'd  in  velvet  and  pearl, 

Yet  I  will  drop  angels  with  you  for  my  girU 

And  then,  if  my  gold  may  better  her  birth. 

And  equal  the  gold  that  you  lay  on  the  eartli» 

Then  neither  rail  nor  grudge  you,  to  see 

The  blind  beggac's  daughter  a  lady  to  be. 

But  first  you  shall  promise,  and  have  it  well  known, 

The  gold  that  you  drop  shall  all  be  your  owil" 

With  that  they  replied,  "  Contented  be  we.** 

*'  Then  here*s,'*  quoth  the  beggar,  "  for  pretty  Besse." 

With  that,  an  angel  he  cast  on  the  ground ; 

And  dropped,  in  angels,  ftill  three  Uiotisand  pound  ; 

And  oftentimes,  it  was  proved  most  plain. 

For  the  gentlemen's  one  the  beggar  dropt  twain  ; 
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Command  bare  heads,  boVd  knees :  strike  justice  dumli^ 

As  well  as  blind  and  lame :  or  eive  a  tongue 

To  stones  by  epitaphs ;  be  calrd  **  great  master" 

In  the  loose  rhymes  of  every  poetaster? 

Could  I  be  more  than  anv  man  that  lives 

Greatf  fair,  rich,  wise,  all  in  superlatives; 

Yet  I  more  freely  would  these  gifu  resign, 

Than  ever  fortune  would  have  made  them  mine; 

And  hold  one  minute  of  this  holy  leisure 

Beyond  the  riches  of  this  empty  pleasure. 

Welcome,  pure  thoughts;  welcome,  ye  silent  groves ; 
These  guests,  these  courts,  my  soul  most  deany  loves. 
Now  the  wing'd  people  of  the  sky  shall  sing 
My  cheerful  anthems  to  the  gladsome  spring : 
A  pra;^'r-book,  now,  shall  be  my  looking-glass^ 
In  which  I  will  adore  sweet  virtue's  face. 
Here  dwell  no  hateful  looks,  no  palace  caret. 
No  broken  vows  dwell  here,  nor  pale-fac'd  fears 
Then  here  111  sit,  and  sigh  my  hot  love's  folly, 
And  learn  t'  affect  an  holy  melancholy : 

And  if  contentment  be  a  stranger  then, 

I'll  ne'er  look  for  it,  but  in  heaven,  again. 

Venator.  Well,  Master,  these  verses  be  worthy  to  keep  a 
room  in  every  man's  memory.  I  thank  you  for  them;  and  I 
thank  you  for  your  many  instructions,  which,  God  willing,  I  will 
not  forget*  And  as  St  Austin,  in  his  Confessions,*  commemo- 
rates the  kindness  of  his  friend  Verecundus,  for  lending  him  and 
his  companion  a  country  house,  because  there  they  rested  and 
enjoyed  themselves,  free  from  the  troubles  of  the  world,  so,* 
having  had  the  like  advantage,  both  by  your  conversation  and  the 
art  you  have  taught  me,  I  ought  ever  to  do  the  like ;  for,  indeed, 

VARIATIONS. 

'  In  Hitfirtt  edition  Venator  proceeds :  "Your  company  and  discourse  have  been  so 
pleasant,  that  I  may  truly  say,  I  have  only  lived  since  I  enjoyed  you  and  them  sod 
turned  Angler.  I  am  sorry  to  part  with  you  here,  here  id  this  place  where  I  first  met 
you,  but  it  must  be  so.  I  shall  Ion;  for  the  ninth  of  May,  for  then  we  are  to  meet  at 
Quurles  Brandon's.  This  intermittea  time  will  seem  to  roe  as  it  does  to  men  in  sontnv, 
to  pass  slowly,  but  I  will  hasten  it  as  fast  as  I  can  by  my  wishes^  and  in  the  meantime 
the  blessing  ot  Saint  Peter's  Master  be  with  mine ; "  to  which  Piscator  replies,  *'  And 
the  like  be  upon  my  honest  scholar,  and  upon  all  that  h^e  contentions,  and  love  qaiet> 
nefis  and  virtue  and  angling." 

^  because  thert  they  rested  themselves  from  the  troubles  of  the  world. — mi  ami  yi 
tiiU 

So  that  the  place  wherein  they  did  sit, 

With  gold  it  was  covered,  every  whit 

The  gentlemen,  then,  having  dropt  all  their  store. 

Said,  *'  Now,  beggar,  hold,  for  tnr  have  no  more ; 

Thou  hast  fulfilled  thy  promise  aright." 

*'  Then  marnr  my  girl,'  quoth  he  to  the  knight ; 

•*  And  here,*'  add^  he,  '^  I  will  now  throw  you  down 

A  hundred  pounds  more,  to  buy  her  a  gown." 

The  neighbourhood  of  Bethnal  Green  is  seldom  without  a  public*hou9e  with  a  uffs 
representing  The  Beggar^  and  ifu  Dissmtders  n/tht  match,  arn^^ing  goid;  ttu  you^g 
Woman,  tmd  tht  Kntght  her  lever,  stemding  hetimtn  them, — H. 

^  Book  iv.  chan.  3.  The  passage  to  which  Walton  alludes  will  be  found  in  a  trsnsla* 
tion  of  the  Life  of  St  Augustme,  printed  for  John  Crook,  and  sold  at  the  sign  of  the  Ship 
in  St  Paul's  Churchyard,  1660^  Ho.  9,  cap.  3. 
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>ur  company  and  discourse  have  been  so  useful  and  pleasant, 
lat,  I  may  truly  say,  I  have  only  lived  since  I  enjoyed  them  and 
imed  angler,  and  not  before.  Nevertheless,  here  I  must  part 
ith  you  ;  here  in  this  now  sad  place,  where  I  was  so  happy  as 
rst  to  meet  you  ;  but  I  shall  long  for  the  ninth  of  May ;  for 
len    I    hope   again   to   enjoy  your   beloved   company,    at   the 

iippointed  time  and  place.  And  now  I  wish  for  some  somni- 
brous  potion,  that  might  force  me  to  sleep  away  the  intermitted 
fcme,  which  will  pass  away  with  me  as  tediously  as  it  does  with 
nen  in  sorrow ;  nevertheless  I  will  make  it  as  short  as  I  can,  by 
^y  hopes  and  wishes :  and,  my  good  Master,  I  will  not  forget 
he  doctrine  which  you  told  me  Socrates  taught  his  scholars,  that 
iiey  should  not  think  to  be  honoured  so  much  for  being  phi- 
losophers, as  to  honour  philosophy  by  their  virtuous  lives.  You 
advised  me  to  the  like  concerning  Angling,  and  I  will  endeavour 
to  do  so  ;  and  to  live  like  those  many  worthy  men,  of  which  you 
made  mention  in  the  former  part  of  your  discourse.  This  is  my 
firm  resolution.  And  as  a  pious  man  advised  his  friend,  that,  to 
beget  mortification,  he  should  frequent  churches,  and  view  monu- 
ments,  and  charnel-houses,  and  then  and  there  consider  how 
j  many  dead  bodies  time  had  piled  up  at  the  gates  of  death,  so 

I  when  I  would  beget  content,  and  increase  confidence  in  the 
power,  and  wisdom,  and  providence  of  Almighty  God,  I  will  walk 
the  meadows,  by  some  gliding  stream,  and  there  contemplate  the 
lilies  that  take  no  care,  and  those  very  many  other  various  little 
1  living  creatures  that  are  not  only  created,  but  fed,  man  knows  not 
how,  by  the  goodness  of  the  God  of  Nature,  and  therefore  trust 
in  him.  This  is  my  purpose ;  and  so,  let  everything  that  hath 
breath  praise  the  Lord  ;  and  let  the  blessing  of  St  Peter's  Master 
be  with  mine. 

PiSCATOR.     And  upon  all  that  are  lovers  of  virtue ;  and  dare 
trust  in  his  providence ;  and  be  quiet ;  and  go  a-angling.^ 

"Study  to  be  quiet"* 

VARIATION. 

^  And  the  like  be  upoa  my  honest  ingenuous  Scholar,  and  upon  all  that  lore  virtue^ 
*nd  to  be  quiet,  and  go  a^fishin-;.— 4/A  tdii, 

•  X  Thess.  iv.  xi. 
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A  SHORT  DISCOURSE*  BY  WAY  OF  POST- 
SCRIPT,  TOUCHING  THE  LAWS  OF 
ANGLING. 

My  good  Friend, 

I  CANNOT  but  tender  my  particular  thanks  to  you,  for  that  yon  hare 
been  pleased  by  three  editions  of  your  Complete  Angler,  freely  to  dis- 
pense your  desur- bought  experiences  to  all  the  lovers  of  that  art ;  and  have 
thereby  so  excellently  vindicated  the  legality  thereof,  as  to  Divine  appro- 
bation, that  if  I  should  go  about  to  say  more  in  that  behalf,  it  indeed  were 
to  light  a  candle  to  the  sun :  but  since  all  pleasures  (though  never  so 
innocent  in  themselves)  lose  that  stamp,  when  they  are  either  pursued  with 
inordinate  affections,  or  to  the  prejudice  of  another ;  therefore  as  to  the 
former  every  man  ought  to  endeavour,  through  a  serious  consideration  of 
the  vanity  of  worldly  contentments,  to  moderate  his  affections  thereunto, 
whereby  they  may  be  made  of  excellent  use,  as  some  poisons  allayed  are  in 
physic  :  and  as  to  the  latter,  we  are  to  have  recourse  to  the  known  laws, 
Ignorance  whereof  excuseth  no  man,  and  therefore  by  their  directions  so  to 
square  our  actions,  that  we  hurt  no  man,  but  keep  close  to  that  golden 
rule,  "To  do  to  all  men  as  we  would  ourselves  be  done  unto." 

Now  concerning  the  Art  of  Angling,  we  may  conclude.  Sir,  that  as  yon 
have  proved  it  to  oe  of  great  antiquity,  so  I  find  it  favoured  by  the  laws  of 
this  kingdom  ;  for  where  provision  is  made  by  our  statutes  primo  Elizab. 
cap.  17,  against  taking  Fisb  by  Nets  that  be  not  of  such  and  such  a  nze 
there  set  down,  yet  those  law-makers  had  so  much  respect  to  Anglers, 
as  to  except  them,  and  leave  them  a  hbertv  to  catch  as  big  as  th^ 
could,  and  as  little  as  they  would  catch.  And  yet  though  this 
Apostolical  recreation  be  simply  in  itself  lawful,  yet  no  man  can  go 
upon  another  man's  ground  to  nsh,  without  his  license,  but  that  he  is  a 
trespasser ;  but  if  a  man  have  license  to  enter  into  a  close  or  ground 
for  such  a  space  of  time,  there,  though  he  practise  Angling  all  that 
time,  he  b  not  a  trespasser  ;  because  his  fishing  is  no  abuse  of  his  license : 
but  this  is  to  be  understood  of  running  streams,  and  not  of  ponds  or  stand- 
ing pools ;  for  in  case  of  a  pond  or  standing  pool,  the  owner  thereof  hath  a 
property  in  the  fish,  and  they  are  so  far  said  to  be  his,  that  he  may  have 
tre^Mss  for  the  fish  against  any  one  that  shall  take  them  without  his 

*  This  **  Discoane,"  which  was  prefixed  to  the  third  and  subsequent  editions  of  TA* 
Cfim/Uie  AngUr^  was  evidently  written  by  a  friend  and  admirer  of  Walton  ;  it  could 
not,  therefore,  with  propriety  be  omitted  in  an  edition  of  that  worie.  The  numerous 
additions  and  alterations  wluch  have  been  made  in  the  Laws  of  Angling  since  Walton 
lived,  render  it  impossible  to  state  those  changes  in  notes ;  and  the  publication  of  **  An 
Essay  on  Aquatic  Rights,  intended  as  an  illustration  of  the  Law  relative  to  Fishing,  by 
Henry  SchuUes,  8to,  s8sx,"  would,  unda  any  drcumstancea,  render  such  notes  si^er- 
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license,  though  it  be  upon  a  common,  or  adjoining  to  the  king^s  highway, 
or  adjoining  to  another  man's  ground,  who  gives  hcense  :  but  in  case  of  a 
river,  where  one  or  more  have  libera  piscaria  only,  it  is  otherwise,  for  there 
the  fishes  are  said  to  be  ferae  naturse,  and  the  taking  of  them  with  an  angle 
is  not  trespass,  for  that  no  man  is  said  to  have  a  property  in  them  till  he 
have  caught  them,  and  then  it  is  a  trespass  for  any  to  take  them  from  him  : 
but  this  is  not  to  be  understood  of  fishes  confined  to  a  man's  own  ground 
by  gates  or  otherwise,  so  that  they  cannot  pass  away,  but  may  be  taken 
out  or  put  in  at  pleasure,  for  in  that  case  the  party  bath  a  property  in 
them,  as  in  the  case  of  a  standing  pool. 

But  where  any  one  hath  seperalis  piscaria,  as  in  Child  and  Greenhill's 
Case  in  Trin.  15  Car.  I.  in  tne  King\  Bench,  there  it  seemeth  that  the 
fish  may  be  said  to  be  his,  because  no  man  else  may  take  them  whilst  they 
are  within  his  several  fishing ;  therefore  what  is  meant  by  a  several  fishing  is 
necessary  to  be  considered :  and  though  the  difference  between  a  free  fish- 
ing and  a  several  fishing  be  often  treated  of  in  the  ancient  books  of  the  law, 
and  some  opinions  will  have  the  difference  to  be  great,  and  others  smtdl  or 
nothing  at  all ;  yet  the  certainest  definition  of  a  several  fishing  is,  where  one 
hath  the  royalty,  and  owneth  the  ground  on  each  side  of  the  water :  which 
agreeth  with  Sir  William  Calthrop's  Case,*  where  an  actioii  was  brought 
by  him  against  another  for  fishing  in  his  several  fishing,  &c,  to  which  the 
defendant  pleaded,  that  the  place  wherein  the  trespass  was  supposed  to  be 
done,  contained  ten  perches  of  land  in  length,  and  twenty  perches  in 
breadth,  which  was  his  own  freehold  at  the  time  when  the  trespass  was 
supposed  to  be  done,  and  that  he  fished  there  as  was  lavrful  for  him  to  do : 
and  this  was  adjudged  a  good  plea  by  the  whole  court,  and  upon  argument 
in  that  very  case  it  was  agreed,  that  no  man  could  have  a  several  fishing 
but  in  his  own  soil,  and  that  free  fishing  may  be  in  the  soil  of  another  man, 
which  was  all  agreed  unto  by  Littleton  our  famous  English  lawyer.  So 
that  from  all  this  may  be  drawn  this  short  conclusion,  that  if  the  Anglei 
take  care  that  he  offend  not  with  his  feet,  there  is  no  great  danger  of  his 
hands. 

But  there  are  some  covetous  rigid  persons,  whose  souls  hold  no  S3rmpathy 
with  those  of  the  innocent  Anglers,  having  either  got  to  be  lords  of  royalties, 
or  owners  of  lands  adjoining  to  rivers,  and  these  do,  by  some  apted  clownish 
nature  and  education  for  the  purpose,  insult  and  domineer  over  the  innocent 
angler,  beating  him,  breaking  his  rod,  or  at  least  taking  it  from  him,  and 
sometimes  imprisoning  his  person,  as  if  he  were  a  felon  :  whereas  a  true- 
bred  gentleman  scorns  those  spider-like  attemptK,  and  will  rather  refresh 
a  civil  stranger  at  his  table,  than  warn  him  from  commg  on  his  ground 
upon  so  innocent  an  occasion.  It  would  therefore  be  considered  how  far 
such  furious  drivers  are  warranted  by  the  law,  and  what  the  Angler  may 
(in  case  of  such  violence)  do  in  defence  of  himself :  if  I  come  upon  another 
man's  ground  without  his  license,  or  the  license  of  the  law,  I  am  a  trespasser, 
for  which  the  owner  may  have  an  action  of  trespass  against  me ;  and  if  I 
continue  there  after  warning  to  depart  by  the  owner,  or  his  servant  there- 
unto authorised,  the  owner,  or  his  servant  by  his  command,  mav  put  me 
off  by  force,  but  not  beat  me,  but  in  case  of  resistance  by  me,  for  then  I  (by 
resisting)  make  the  assault ;  but  if  he  beat  me,  I  not  resisting,  in  that  case 
lie  makes  the  assault,  and  I  may  beat  him  in  defence  of  myself,  and  to 
free  myself  from  his  violence  :  and  in  case  I  shall  leave  my  rod  behind  in 
*  Mich.  17  E.  4,  6,  and  Pasc  z8  £.  4*  4> 
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his  ground,  he  may  take  it  damage  feasant,  but  he  can  neither  take  it  from 
my  person  by  force,  nor  break  it,  but  he  is  a  trespasser  to  me :  which 
seems  dear  by  the  case  of  R^dl  and  Champemon,*  where  Resmdl 
brought  an  action  of  trespass  against  Champemon  for  taking  and  cutting  his 
nets,  the  defendant  justined  for  that  he  was  seised  in  fee  of  a  several  fishing, 
and  that  the  phuntiff  with  others  endeavoured  to  row  upon  his  water,  and 
with  the  nets  to  catch  his  fish,  and  that  for  the  safegiiard  of  his  fishing 
he  took  and  cut  the  nets  and  oars ;  to  which  plea  the  plaintiff  demurred ; 
and  there  it  was  adjudged  by  the  whole  court,  that  he  could  not  by  soch 
colour  cut  the  nets  and  oars,  and  judgment  was  thereupon  given  for  the 
plaintiff. 

Doubtless  our  forefathers  well  considered,  .that  man  to  man  was  a  wol^ 
and  therefore  made  good  laws  to  keep  us  from  devouring  one  another,  and 
amongst  the  rest  a  verv  good  statute  was  made  in  the  three-and-fortieth 
jrear  of  Queen  Elizabetn,  whereby  it  is  provided,  that  in  personal  actions 
m  the  Courts  at  Westminster  (beinf  not  for  land  or  battery),  when  it  shall 
appear  to  the  judges  (and  be  so  by  £em  signified)  that  the  debt  or  damages 
to  be  recovered  amount  not  to  the  sum  of  ^rty  shillings  or  above,  the  said 
judges  shall  award  to  the  plaintiff  no  more  costs  than  damages,  but  less  at 
their  discretion. 

And  now,  with  my  acknowledgment  of  the  advantage  I  have  had  both 
bv  your  friendship  and  your  book,  I  wish  nothing  may  ever  be  that  looks 
like  an  alteration  in  the  first,  nor  anything  in  ue  last,  unless  by  reason 
of  the  useful  pleasure  of  it,  you  had  called  it  the  Arcadia  op  Angling, 
for  it  deserves  that  title,  and  I  would  deserve  the  continuance  of  your 
friendship. 

•  Mich.  7  Car.  I. 
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TO  MY  MOST  WORTHY  FATHER*  AND 
FRIEND,  MR  IZAAK  WALTON  THE 
ELDER. 

Sir, — Being  you  were  pleased,  some  years  past,  to  grant  me  your 
free  leave  to  do  what  I  have  here  attempted,  and  observing  you 
never  retract  any  promise  when  made  in  fkvour  even  of  your 
meanest  friends ;  I  accordingly  expect  to  see  these  following  par- 
ticular Directions  for  the  taking  of  a  Trout,  to  wait  upon  your 
better  and  more  general  Rules  for  all  sorts  of  Angling.  And, 
though  mine  be  neither  so  perfect,  so  well  digested,  nor  indeed  so 
handsomely  couched,  as  they  might  have  been,  in  so  long  a  time  as 
since  your  leave  was  granted,  yet  I  dare  affirm  them  to  be  gener- 
ally true :  and  they  had  appeared  too  in  something  a  neater  dress, 
but  that  I  was  surprised  with  the  sudden  news  of  a  sudden  new 
edition  of  your  Complete  Angler  ;  so  that,  having  but  a  little 
more  than  ten  days'  time  to  turn  me  in,  and  rub  up  my  memory 
(for,  in  truth,  I  have  not,  in  all  this  long  time,  though  I  have  often 
thought  on't,  and  almost  as  often  resolved  to  go  presently  about 
it),  I  was  forced,  upon  the  instant,  to  scribble  what  I  here  present 
you  :  which  I  have  also  endeavoured  to  acconunodate  to  your 
own  method.  And,  if  mine  be  clear  enough  for  the  honest 
Brothers  of  the  Angle  readily  to  understand  (which  is  the  only 
thing  I  aim  at),  then  I  have  my  end  ;  and  shall  need  to  make  no 
further  apology ;  a  writing  of  this  kind  not  requiring  (if  I  were 
roaster  of  any  such  thing)  any  eloquence  to  set  it  off,  or  recom- 
mend it ;  so  that  if  you,  in  your  better  judgment,  or  kindness 
rather,  can  allow  it  passable,  for  a  thing  of  this  nature,  you  will 
then  do  me  honour  if  the  Cipher  fixt  and  carved  in  the  front  of 

*  It  was  a  practice  with  the  pretended  masters  of  the  Hermetic  science,  to  adopt 
favourite  persons  for  their  koos,  to  whom  they  imparted  their  secrets.  Ashmole,  in  his 
Diary,  p.  35,  Mys,  "  Mr  Backhouse  told  me,  I  must  now  needs  be  his  son,  because  he 
had  commtuicat'ed  so  many  secrets  to  me."  And  a  little  after,  p.  97,  "  My  father  Back- 
house, lyinr  sick  in  Fleet  Street,  told  me,  in  syllables,  the  true  matter  of  the  philosopher's 
stone,  whicn  he  beoueathed  to  me  as  a  legacy."  See  more  of  this  practice,  and  of  the 
tremendous  solemnities  with  which  the  secret  was  communicated,  in  Ashmole's  TheaU 
Cfum.  Brit.  p.  440. 

In  a  similar  manner,  Ben  Jonson  adopted  several  persons  as  his  sons,  to  the  number 
of  twelve  or  fourteen  :  among  whom  wrre  Cartwright,  Randolph,  and  Alexander  Brome. 
And  it  should  seem,  by  the  text,  that  Walton  followed  the  above-mentioned  examples*  by 
adopting  Cotton  for  his  son. 


Digitized 


by  Google 


2l8 

my  little  fishing-house,  may  be  here  explained:  and,  to  pennit 
me  to  attend  you  in  public,  who,  in  private,  have  ever  been,  am, 
and  ever  resolve  to  be,  Sir,  your  most  affectionate  Son  and 
Servant,  Charles  Cotton. 

Berbsford,  ioM  of  March  1675-6. 


TO  MY  MOST  HONOURED  FRIEND,  CHARLES 
COTTON,  ESQ. 

Sir, — ^You  now  see  I  have  returned  you  your  very  pleasant  and 
useful  Discourse  of  the  Art  of  Fly-fishing,  printed  just  as  it  was 
sent  me ;  for  I  have  been  so  obedient  to  your  desires,  as  to 
endure  all  the  praises  you  have  ventured  to  fix  upon  me  in  it 
And  when  I  have  thanked  you  for  them,  as  the  efifects  of  an 
undissembled  love,  then,  let  me  tell  you,  Sir,  that  I  will  really 
endeavour  to  live  up  to  the  character  you  have  given  of  me,  if 
there  were  no  other  reason,  yet  for  this  alone,  that  you,  that  love 
me  so  well,  and  always  think  what  you  speak,  may  not,  for  my 
sake,  suffer  by  a  mistake  in  your  judgment 

And,  Sir,  I  have  ventured  to  fill  a  part  of  your  margin-,  by  way 
of  paraphrase,  for  the  reader's  clearer  understanding  the  situation 
both  of  your  Fishing-house,  and  the  pleasantness  of  that  you 
dwell  in.  And  I  have  ventured  also  to  give  him  a  Copy  of 
Verses  that  you  were  pleased  to  send  me,  now,  some  years  past, 
in  which  he  may  see  a  good  picture  of  both ;  and  so  much  of 
your  own  mind  too,  as  will  make  any  reader,  that  is  blest  with  a 
generous  soul,  to  love  you  the  better.  I  confess,  that  for  doing 
this  you  may  justly  judge  me  too  bold :  if  you  do,  I  will  say  so 
too  ;  and  so  far  commute  for  my  offence  that,  though  I  be  more 
than  a  himdred  miles  from  you,  and  in  the  eighty-third  year  of 
my  age,  yet  I  will  forget  both,  and  next  month  begin  a  pilgrimage 
to  beg  your  pardon  ;  for  I  would  die  in  your  favour,  and  till  then 
will  live.  Sir,  your  most  affectionate  Father  and  Friend, 

IzAAK  Walton.* 

London,  April  2^^^  1676. 

*  Thic  letter,  and  the  Retirement,  are  placed  at  the  dose  of  the  Second  Part,  in  the 
•dition  of  1676^ 
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THE    RETIREMENT. 

STANZES  IRREGULIERS  TO  MR  IZAAK  WALTON. 


I. 
Farewell,  thou  busy  world,  and  may 
We  never  meet  again ; 
Here  I  can  eat,  and  sleep,  and  pray. 
And  do  more  good  in  one  short  day 
Than  he  who  his  whole  age  outwears 
Upon  thy  most  conspicuous  theatres. 
Where  nought,  but  *  vanity  and  vice  appears. 

IL 
Good  God  I  how  sweet  are  all  things  here ! 
How  beautiful  the  fields  appear  ! 
How  cleanly  do  we  feed  and  lie  1 
Lord  !  what  good  hours  do  we  keep  ! 

How  quietlv  we  sleep  ! 
What  peace  !  wnat  unanimity  I 
How  innocent  from  the  lewd  fashion 
Is  all  our  business,  all  our  '  recreation  I 


Oh  how  happy  here's  our  leisure  I 
Oh  how  innocent  our  pleasure  I 
Oh  ye  valleys,  oh  ye  mountains  I 
Oh  ye  groves  and  crystal  fountains, 

How  I  love  at  liberty. 
By  turn  to  come  and  visit  ye  ! 

IV. 

Dear  solitude,*  the  soul's  best  friend. 
That  man  acquainted  with  himself  dost  make, 
And  all  his  Maker's  wonders  to  intend : 

With  thee  I  here  converse  at  will. 

And  would  be  glad  to  do  so  still, 
For  it  is  thou  alone  that  keep'st  the  soul  awake. 

Vakiations^iw  Cottotii  Potthumout  Poems^  Z\o,  1689. 
1  vice  and  vanity  do  reign.  «  conversation.  '  O  solitude. 


Digitized 


by  Google 


220  THE  RETIREMENT, 

V. 

How  calm  and  quiet  a  delight 

It  is  alone 
To  read,  and  meditate,  and  Imte, 
By  none  offended,  and  offending  none  ! 
To  walk,  ride,  sit^  or  sleep  at  one*s  own  ease. 
And  pleasing  a  man's  self,  none  other  to  displease  I 

VL 
Oh  my  beloved  njrmph  !  fair  Dove ; 
Princess  of  rivers,  how  I  love 
Upon  th^  flowery  banks  to  lie ; 

And  view  thy  silver  stream. 
When  gilded  by  a  summer's  beam. 
And  in  it  all  thy  wanton  fry 

Playing  at  liberty. 
And  with  my  angle  upon  them 

The  all  of  treachery 
I  ever  learnt,  industriously  to  try,^ 

vu. 
Such  streams  Rome's  yellow  Tyber  cannot  show, 
Th'  Iberian  Tagus,  nor  I/igurian  Po  ; 

The  Meuse,  the  Danube,  and  the  Rhine 
Are  puddle-water  all  compar'd  with  thine ; 
And  Loire's  pure  streams  yet  too  polluted  are 

With  thine,  much  purer  to  compare ; 
The  rapid  Garonne,  and  the  winding  Seine, 

Are  both  too  mean. 
Beloved  Dove,  with  thee 
To  vie  priority ; 
Nay,  Tame  and  Isi^  when  conjoined,  submit, 
And  lay  their  trophies  at  thy  silver  feet 

VIIL 
Oh  my  beloved  rocks  !  that  rise 
To  awe  the  earth,  and  brave  the  skies. 
From  some  aspiring  mountain's  crown. 
How  dearly  do  I  love, 
Giddy  with  pleasure,  to  look  down ; 
And,  from  the  vales  to  view  the  noble  heights  above  t 

IX. 

Oh  my  beloved  caves  I  from  dog-star's  heat 
And  all  anxieties,  my  safe  retreat :  * 
What  safety,  privacy,  what  true  delight. 

In  the  artificial  night. 

Your  gloomy  entrails  make, 
Have  I  taken,  do  I  take  1 

VARIATIONS. 


*  I  ever  learn 'd  to  practise  and  to  try  I 
A  And  hotter  peraecutioa  safe  retreats. 
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How  oft  when  grief  has  made  me  fly. 

To  hide  me  from  society 

Even  of  my  dearest  friends,  have  I, 

In  your  recesses'  friendly  shade, 

All  my  sorrows  open  laid, 
And  my  most  secret  woes,  intrusted  to  your  privacy  \ 

Lord  I  would  men  let  me  alone, 
What  an  over-happy  one 
Should  I  think  myself  to  be ; 
Might  I  in  this  desert  place 
(Which  most  men  in  discourse*  disgrace) 
IJat.  but  undisturb'd  and  free  I 
Here,  in  this  despis'd  recess, 

Would  I,  maugre  winter's  cold, 
And  the  summer's  worst  excess, 
Try  to  live  out  to  sixty  full  years  old ;  * 
And,  all  the  while. 
Without  an  envious  eye 
On  any  thriving  under  fortune's  smile. 
Contented  live,  and  then  contented  die. 


C.  C. 


Variation.     •  by  their  voice  disgrace. 


*  This  he  did  not ;  for  he  was  bom  1630,  and  died  in  1687. 
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CHAPTER  L 

PISCATOR  JUNIOR,   AND   VIATOR, 

PISCATOR.  You  are  happily  overtaken,  Sir  :  may  a  man  be 
so  bold  as  to  inquire,  how  far  you  travel  this  way  ? 

Viator.  Yes  sure,  Sir,  very  freely ;  though  it  be  a  question  I 
cannot  very  well  resolve  you,  as  not  knowing  myself  how  far  it  is 
to  Ashboum,  where  I  intend  to-night  to  take  up  my  inn. 

PISCATOR.  Why  then,  Sir,  seeing  I  perceive  you  to  be  a 
stranger  in  these  parts,  I  shall  take  upon  me  to  inform  you,  that 
from  the  town  you  last  came  through,  called  Brailsford,*  it  is  five 
miles ;  and  you  are  not,  yet,  above  half  a  mile  on  this  side. 

Viator.  So  much  !  I  was  told  it  was  but  ten  miles  from 
Derby  ;  and,  methinks,  I  have  rode  almost  so  far  already. 

PISCATOR.  O,  Sir,  find  no  fault  with  large  measure  of  good 
land  ;  which  Derbyshire  abounds  in,  as  much  as  most  counties  of 
England. 

Viator.  It  may  be  so  ;  and  good  land,  I  confess,  affords  a 
pleasant  prospect  :  but  by  your  good  leave.  Sir,  large  measure  of 
foul  way  is  not  altogether  so  acceptable. 

PISCATOR.  True,  Sir,  but  the  foul  way  serves  to  justify  the 
fertility  of  the  soil,  according  to  the  proverb,  **  There  is  good  land 

*  Braflsford  it  tut  miles  from  Ashbourn,  mod  Ashbourn  thirteen  miles  firom  Derby. 
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where  there  b  foul  way  ;**  and  is  of  good  use  to  inform  you  of  the 
riches  of  the  country  you  are  come  into,  and  of  its  continual  travel 
and  traffic  to  the  country  town  you  came  from  :  which  is  also 
very  observable  by  the  fulness  of  its  road,  and  the  loaden  horses 
you  meet  everywhere  upon  the  way. 

Viator.  Well,  Sir  I  I  will  be  content  to  think  as  well  of  your 
country  as  you  would  desire.  And  I  shall  have  a  great  deal  of 
reason  both  to  think  and  to  speak  very  well  of  you,  if  I  may 
obtain  the  happiness  of  your  company  to  the  forementioned  place, 
provided  your  affairs  lead  you  that  way,  and  that  they  will  permit 
you  to  slack  your  pace,  out  of  complacency  to  a  traveller  utterly  a 
stranger  in  these  parts,  and  who  am  still  to  wander  further  out  of 
my  own  knowledge. 

PiscATOR.  Sir,  you  invite  me  to  my  own  advantage.  And  I 
am  ready  to  attend  you,  my  way  lying  through  that  town  ;  but 
my  business,  that  is,  my  home,  some  miles  beyond  it :  however,  I 
shall  have  time  enough  to  lodge  you  in  your  quarters,  and  after- 
wards  to  perform  my  own  journey.  In  the  meantime,  may  I  be 
so  bold  as  to  inquire  the  end  of  your  journey  ? 

Viator.  'Tis  into  Lancashire,  Sir,  and  about  some  business 
of  concern  to  a  near  relation  of  mine  ;  for  I  assure  you,  I  do  not 
use  to  take  so  long  journeys  as  from  Essex  upon  the  single  account 
of  pleasure. 

Piscator.  From  thence.  Sir!  I  do  not  then  wonder  you 
should  appear  dissatisfied  with  the  length  of  the  miles,  and  the 
foulness  of  the  way,  though  I  am  sorry  you  should  begin  to  quarrel 
with  them  so  soon ;  for  believe  me.  Sir,  you  will  find  the  miles 
much  longer,  and  the  way  much  worse,  before  you  come  to  your 
journey's  end. 

Viator.  Why  !  truly.  Sir  !  for  that  I  am  prepared  to  expect 
the  worst ;  but  methinks  the  way  is  mended  since  I  had  the  good 
fortune  to  fall  into  your  good  company. 

Piscator.  You  are  not  obliged  to  my  company  for  that,  but 
because  you  are  already  past  the  worst,  and  the  greatest  part  of 
your  way  to  your  lodging. 

Viator.  I  am  very  glad  to  hear  it,  both  for  the  ease  of  my- 
self and  my  horse  ;  but  especially  because  I  may  then  expect  a 
freer  enjoyment  of  your  conversation  :  though  the  shortness  of 
the  way  will,  I  fear,  make  me  lose  it  the  sooner. 

Piscator.  That,  Sir,  is  not  worth  your  care ;  and  I  am  sure 
you  deserve  much  better,  for  being  content  with  so  ill  company. 
But  we  have  already  talked  away  two  miles  of  your  journey ;  for 
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from  the  brook  before  as,  that  runs  at  the  foot  of  this  sandy  hill, 
you  have  but  three  miles  to  Ashboum. 

Viator.  I  meet,  everywhere  in  this  country,  with  these 
little  brooks ;  and  they  look  as  if  they  were  full  of  fish  :  have 
they  not  Trouts  in  them  ? 

PiSCATOR.  That  is  a  question  which  is  to  be  excused  in  a 
stranger,  as  you  are :  otherwise,  give  me  leave  to  tell  you,  it 
would  seem  a  kind  of  afiront  to  our  country,  to  make  a  doubt  <^ 
what  we  pretend  to  be  famous  for,  next,  if  not  before,  our  malt, 
wool,  lead,  and  coal :  for  you  are  to  understand  that  we  think 
we  have  as  many  fine  rivers,  rivulets,  and  brooks,  as  any  country 
whatever;  and  they  are  all  full  of  Trouts,  and  some  of  them  the 
best,  it  is  said,  by  many  degrees,  in  England. 

Viator.  I  was  first.  Sir,  in  love  with  you  ;  and  now  shall  be 
so  enamoured  of  your  country,  by  this  account  you  give  me  of  it, 
as  to  wish  myself  a  Derbyshire-man,  or  at  least  that  I  might  live 
in  it :  for  you  must  know  I  am  a  pretender  to  the  angle,  and, 
doubtless,  a  Trout  affords  the  most  pleasure  to  the  angler  of  any 
sort  of  fish  whatever ;  and  the  best  Trouts  must  needs  make  the 
best  sport :  but  this  brook,  and  some  others  I  have  met  with 
upon  this  way,  are  too  full  of  wood  for  that  recreation. 

PiSCATOR.  This,  Sir!  why  this,  and  several  others  like  it, 
which  you  have  passed,  and  some  that  you  are  like  to  pass,  have 
scarce  any  name  amongst  us :  but  we  can  show  you  as  fine 
rivers,  and  as  clear  from  wood  01^  any  other  incumbrance  to 
hinder  an  angler,  as  any  you  ever  saw ;  and  for  clear  beautiful 
streams,  Hantshire  itself,  by  Mr  Izaac  Walton's  good  leave, 
can  show  none  such  ;  nor  I  think  any  country  in  Europe. 

Viator.  You  go  far.  Sir,  in  the  praise  of  your  country  rivers, 
and  I  perceive  have  read  Mr  Walton's  Complete  Angler,  by  your 
naming  of  Hantshire ;  and  I  pray  what  is  your  opinion  of  that  book? 

PiSCATOR.  My  opinion  of  Mr  Walton's  book  is  the  same 
with  every  man's  that  understands  anything  of  the  art  of  angling, 
that  it  is  an  excellent  good  one;  and  that  the  fbrementioned 
gentleman  understands  as  much  of  fish  and  fishing  as  any  man 
living.  But  I  must  tell  you,  further,  that  I  have  the  happiness  to 
know  his  person,  and  to  be  intimately  acquainted  with  him ;  and 
in  him  to  know  the  worthiest  man,  and  to  enjoy  the  best  and  the 
truest  friend  any  man  ever  had  :  nay,  I  shall  yet  acquaint  you 
further  that  he  gives  me  leave  to  call  him  Father,  and  I  hope  is 
not  yet  ashamed  to  own  me  for  his  adopted  Son.* 

•Videp.  tiS. 
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Viator.  In  earnest^  Sir,  I  am  ravished  to  meet  with  a  friend 
of  Mr  Izaac  Walton's,  and  one  that  does  him  so  much  right  in  so 
good  and  true  a  character :  for  I  must  boast  to  you,  that  I  have 
the  good  fortune  to  know  him  too,  and  came  acquainted  with  him 
much  after  the  same  manner  I  do  with  you ;  that  he  was  my 
master,  who  first  taught  me  to  love  Angling,  and  then  to  become 
an  Angler;  and,  to  be  plain  with  you,  I  am  the  very  man 
deciphered  in  his  book  under  the  name  of  Venator ;  for  I  was 
wholly  addicted  to  the  Qiase,  till  he  taught  me  as  good,  a  more 
quiet,  innocent,  and  less  dangerous  diversion. 

PiscATOR.  Sir,  I  think  myself  happy  in  your  acquaintance ; 
and  before  we  part,  shall  entreat  leave  to  embrace  you.  You 
have  said  enough  to  recommend  you  to  my  best  opinion  :  for  my 
father  Walton  will  be  seen  twice  in  no  man's  company  he  does 
not  like,  and  likes  none  but  such  as  he  believes  to  be  very  honest 
men,  which  is  one  of  the  best  arguments,  or  at  least  of  the  best  testi- 
monies I  have,  that  I  either  am,  or  that  he  thinks  me  one  of 
those,  seeing  that  I  have  not  yet  found  him  weiary  of  me. 

Viator.  You  speak  like  a  true  friend ;  and  in  doing  so,  render 
yourself  worthy  of  his  friendship.  May  I  be  so  bold  as  to  ask 
your  name  ? 

PiscATOR.     Yes  surely.  Sir,  and,  if  you  please,  a  much  nicer 

question  :  my  name  is ^  and  I  intend  to  stay  long  enough  in 

your  company,  if  I  find  you  do  not  dislike  Inine,  to  ask  yours 
too.  In  the  meantime  (because  we  are  now  almost  at  Ash- 
bourn)  I  shall  fireely  and  bluntly  tell  you,  that  I  am  a  brother 
of  the  angle  too,  and,  peradventure,  can  give  you  some  instruc- 
tions. How  to  angle  for  a  Trout  in  a  clear  river,  and  my  father 
Walton  himself  will  not  disapprove,  though  he  did  either  pur- 
posely omit,  or  did  not  remember  them,  when  you  and  he  sat 
discoursing  imder  the  sycamore-tree.*  And,  being  you  have 
already  told  me  whither  your  journey  is  intended,  and  that  I  am 
better  acquainted  with  the  country  than  you  are ;  I  will  heartily 
and  earnestly  entreat  you  will  not  think  of  staying  at  this  town, 
but  go  on  with  me  six  miles  further  to  my  house,  where  you  shall 
be  extremely  welcome ;  it  is  directly  in  your  way,  we  have  day 
enough  to  perform  oiur  journey,  and,  as  you  like  yoiur  entertain- 
ment,  you  may  there  repose  yourself  a  day  or  two,  or  as  many 
more  as  your  occasions  will  permit,  to  recompense  the  trouble  iA 
so  much  a  longer  journey. 

Viator.     Sir,  you  surprise  me  with  so  friendly  an  invitation 

•  Vide  p.  99. 
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upon  so  short  acquaintance ;  but  how  advantageous  soever  it 
would  be  to  me,  and  that  my  haste,  perhaps,  is  not  so  great  but  it 
might  dispense  with  such  a  divertisement  as  I  promise  myself  in 
your  company,  yet  I  cannot,  in  modesty,  accept  your  offer,  and 
must  therefore  beg  your  pardon :  I  could  otherwise,  I  confess,  be 
glad  to  wait  upon  you,  if  upon  no  other  account  but  to  talk  of  Mr 
L  Walton,  and  to  receive  those  instructions  you  say  you  are  able 
to  give  me  for  the  deceiving  a  Trout ;  in  which  art  I  will  not  deny 
but  that  I  have  an  ambition  to  be  one  of  the  greatest  deceivers  : 
though  I  cannot  forbear  freely  to  tell  you,  that  I  think  it  hard  to 
say  much  more  than  has  been  read  to  me  upon  that  subject 

PiSCATOR.  Well,  Sir,  I  grant  that  too ;  but  you  must  know 
that  the  variety  of  rivers  r^uire  different  ways  of  angling :  how- 
ever,  you  shall  have  the  best  rules  I  am  able  to  give,  and  I  will  tell 
you  nothing  I  have  not  made  myself  as  certain  of,  as  any  man 
can  be  in  thirty  years'  experience  (for  so  long  I  have  been  a 
dabbler  in  that  art);  and  that,  if  you  please  to  stay  a  few  days,  you 
shall  not,  in  a  very  great  measure,  see  made  good  to  you.  But 
of  that  hereafter ;  and  now.  Sir,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  I  have 
half  overcome  you  :  .^d  that  I  may  wholly  conquer  that  modesty 
of  yours,  I  will  take  upon  me  to  be  so  familiar  as  to  say,  you 
must  accept  my  invitation,  whicli,  that  you  may  the  more  easily 
be  persuaded  to  do,  I  will  tell  you  that  my  house  stands  upon  the 
margin  of  one  of  the  finest  rivers  for  Trouts  and  Grayling  in  Eng- 
land ;  that  I  have  lately  built  a  little  fishing-house  upon  it, 
dedicated  to  anglers,  over  the  door  of  which  you  will  see  the 
two  first  letters  of  my  father  Walton's  name  and  mine  twisted 
in  cipher ;  *  that  you  shall  lie  in  the  same  t  bed  he  has  some- 
times been  contented  with,  and  have  such  country  entertainment 
as  my  finends  sometimes  accept,  and  be  as  welcome,  too,  as  the 
best  friend  of  them  all. 

Viator.  No  doubt.  Sir,  but  my  master  Walton  found  good 
reason  to  be  satisfied  with  his  entertainment  in  your  house  ;  for 
you  who  are  so  friendly  to  a  mere  stranger,  who  deserves  so 
little,  must  needs  be  exceedingly  kind  and  free  to  him  who 
deserves  so  much. 

♦  As  in  the  Htle-^agt  [of  Part  II.]— /«.  ^a. 

t  Tradition  does  not  point  out  the  room  ;  but  Mr  Baester  has,  in  his  edition  of  Cotton 
given  an  engraving  of  the  carved  mantelpiece  of  a  bedroom,  **  which,**  he  obsoves, 
*'  though  it  roay  not  be  the  very  room  that  Walton  slept  in,  many  circumstances  unite 
to  lead  to  that  ctMicIusion."  In  1835  there  were  two  bedrooms  with  similar  carred 
mantelpieces  existing,  which  were  then  used  only  as  lumber  or  cheese  rooms ;  and  in 
Alstonefield  church  is  a  pew  with  the  back  finely  carved  with  the  arms  of  Cotton  on  the 
panels. — P. 
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PiSCATOR.  Believe  me,  no :  and  such  as  are  intimately 
acquainted  with  that  gentleman  know  him  to  be  a  man  who  will 
not  endure  to  be  treated  like  a  stranger.  So  that  his  acceptation 
of  my  poor  entertainments  has  ever  been  a  pure  effect  of  his  own 
humility  and  good-nature,  and  nothing  else.  But,  Sir,  we  are  now 
going  down  the  Spittle  hill  into  the  town  ;  *  and  therefore  let  me 
importune  you  suddenly  to  resolve,  and  most  earnestly  not  to 
deny  me. 

Viator.  In  truth,  Sir,  I  am  so  overcome  by  your  bounty, 
that  I  find  I  cannot,  but  must  render  myself  wholly  to  be  disposed 
by  you. 

PiSCATOR.  Why,  that's  heartily  and  kindly  spoken,  and  I  as 
heartily  thank  you.  And,  being  you  have  abandoned  yourself  to 
my  conduct,  we  will  only  call  and  drink  a  glass  on  horseback  at 
the  Talbot,  and  away. 

Viator.  I  attend  you.  But  what  pretty  river  is  this  that 
runs  under  this  stone  bridge  ?  has  it  a  name  ? 

PiSCATOR.  Yes,  it  is  called  Henmore  ;t  and  has  in  it  both 
Trout  and  Grayling :  but  you  will  meet  with  one  or  two  better  anon. 
And  so  soon  as  we  are  past  through  the  town,  I  will  endeavour, 
by  such  discourse  as  best  likes  you,  to  pass  away  the  time  till  you 
come  to  your  ill  quarters. 

Viator.  We  can  talk  of  nothing  with  which  I  shall  be  more 
delighted  than  of  rivers  and  angling. 

PiSCATOR.  Let  those  be  the  subjects  then.  But  we  are  now 
come  to  the  Talbot :  \  what  will  you  drink.  Sir?  ale  or  wine  ? 

Viator.  Nay,  I  am  for  the  country  liquor,  Derbyshire  ale,  if 
you  please ;  for  a  man  should  not,  methinks,  come  from  London 
to  drink  wine  in  the  Peak. 

PiSCATOR.  You  are  in  the  right :  and  yet,  let  me  tell  you, 
you  may  drink  worse  French  wine  in  many  taverns  in  London 
than  they  have  sometimes  at  this  house.  What  ho  !  bring  us  a 
flagon  of  your  best  ale.  And  now.  Sir,  my  service  to  you  :  a 
good  health  to  the  honest  gendeman  you  know  o^  and  you  are 
welcome  into  the  Peak. 

*  The  old  road,  to  the  left  of  the  turnpilce»  before  the  traveller  enters  AKhboum. 

t  At  that  time  it  was  commonly  so  called,  because  it  flowed  through  Hen  Moor  ;  but 
its  proper  name  is  Schoo  Brook.  See  a  singular  contest  regarding  the  right  of  fishing  in 
this  brook,  as  reported  in  Burrows,  2379.  Richard  Hayne,  Esq.  of  Ashboum,  v.  Uriah 
Corden,  Esq.  of  Oifton. 

t  This  inn  stood  in  the  market-place,  and  till  about  sixty  years  since  was  the  first  inn 

off  for  a  I 


at  Ashboum.  About  that  period  a  win^  was  divided  off  for  a  private  dwelling  ;  and  the 
Car-famed  Talbot  was  reduced  to  an  mferior  pothouse,  and  continued  thus  degraded 
until  the  year  X786,  when  it  was  totally  demolished  by  Mr  Langdale,  then  a  builder  in 
that  town,  who  erected  a  very  handsome  structure  on  its  site.     Mr  Langdale  is  now  (xSxs) 
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Viator.  I  thank  you,  Sir,  and  present  you  my  service  again, 
and  to  all  the  honest  brothers  of  the  angle. 

PISCATOR.  Ill  pledge  you,  Sir:  so,  there's  for  your  ale,  and 
farewell  Come,  Sir,  let*s  be  going,  for  the  sun  grows  low,  and 
I  would  have  you  look  about  you  as  you  ride  :  for  you  will  see  an 
odd  country,  and  sights  that  will  seem  strange  to  you. 

PiSCATOR.  So,  Sir,  now  we  are  got  to  the  top  of  the  hill  out 
of  town,  look  about  you,  and  teU  me  how  you  like 
the  country. 

Viator.  Bless  me  !  what  mountains  are  here  !  are  we  not  in 
Wales? 

PiSCATOR.  No,  but  in  almost  as  mountainous  a  country ;  and 
yet  these  hills,  though  high,  bleak,  and  craggy,  breed  and  feed 
good  beef  and  mutton  above  ground,  and  afford  good  store  of  lead 
within. 

Viator.  They  had  need  of  all  those  commodities  to  make 
amends  for  the  ill  landscape :  but  I  hope  our  way  does  not  lie 
over  any  of  these,  for  I  dread  a  precipice. 

PiSCATOR.  Believe  me,  but  it  does ;  and  down  one,  especially, 
that  will  appear  a  little  terrible  to  a  stranger ;  though  the  way  is 
passable  enough,  and  so  passable  that  we  who  are  natives  of  these 
mountains,  and  acquainted  with  them,  disdain  to  alight. 

Viator.  I  hope,  though,  that  a  foreigner  is  privileged  to 
use  his  own  discretion,  and  that  I  may  have  the  liberty  to  intrust 
my  neck  to  the  fidelity  of  my  own  feet,  rather  than  to  those  of  my 
horse,  for  I  have  no  more  at  home. 

PiSCATOR.  'Twere  hard  else.  But  in  the  meantime,  I  think 
'twere  best,  while  this  way  is  pretty  even,  to  mend  our  pace,  that 
we  may  be  past  that  hill  I  speak  of,  to  the  end  your  apprehension 
may  not  be  doubled  for  want  of  light  to  discern  the  easiness  of  the 
descent 

Viator.  I  am  willing  to  put  forward  as  fast  as  my  beast  will 
give  me  leave,  though  I  fear  nothing  in  your  company.  But 
what  pretty  river  is  this  we  are  going  into  ? 

PiSCATOR.  Why  this.  Sir,  is  called  Bentley  brook,*  and  is  fiill 
of  very  good  Trout  and  Grayling,  but  so  encumbered  with  wood 
in  many  places  as  is  troublesome  to  an  angler. 

Viator.  Here  are  the  prettiest  rivers,  and  the  most  of  them, 
in  this  country  that  ever  I  saw :  do  you  know  how  many  you 
have  in  the  country  ? 

*  A  narrow  cwifc  stream,  two  miles  beyond  Atbbourn,  in  the  present  highro«d,  Uit 
considerably  nearer  to  it  in  tJic  old  road. 
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PiSCATOR.  I  know  them  all,  and  they  were  not  hard  to  reckon, 
were  it  worth  the  trouble :  but  the  most  considerable  of  them  I 
will  presently  name  you.  And  to  begin  where  we  now  are,  for 
you  must  know  we  are  now  upon  the  very  skirts  of  Derbyshire,  we 
have,  first,  the  river  Dove,  that  we  shall  come  to  by-and-by,  which 
divides  the  two  counties  of  Derby  and  Stafford  for  many  miles 
together,  and  is  so  called  from  the  swiftness  of  its  current,  and 
that  swiftness  occasioned  by  the  declivity  of  its  course,  and  by 
being  so  straitened  in  that  coiurse  betwixt  the  rocks,  by  which 
(and  those  very  high  ones)  it  is,  hereabout,  for  four  or  five  miles, 
confined  into  a  very  narrow  stream :  a  river  that  from  a  contempt- 
ible fountain,  which  I  can  cover  with  my  hat,  by  the  confluence 
of  other  rivers,  rivulets,  brooks,  and  rills,  is  swelled,  before  it  fall 
mto  Trent,  a  little  below  Eggington,  where  it  loses  the  name,  to 
such  a  breadth  and  depth,  as  to  be  in  most  places  navigable,  were 
not  the  passage  frequently  interrupted  with  fords  and  weirs ;  and 
has  as  fertile  banks  as  any  river  in  England,  none  excepted.  And 
this  river,  from  its  head  for  a  mile  or  two,  is  a  black  water,  as  all 
the  rest  of  the  Derbyshire  rivers  of  note  originally  are,  for  they 
all  spring  from  the  mosses ;  but  is  in  a  few  miles'  travel  so 
clarified  by  the  addition  of  several  clear  and  very  great  springs, 
bigger  than  itself,  which  gush  out  of  the  limestone  rocks,  that 
before  it  comes  to  my  house,  which  is  but  six  or  seven  miles  from 
its  source,  you  will  find  it  one  of  the  purest  crystalline  streams  you 
have  seen.* 

Viator.     Does  Trent  spring  in  these  parts  ? 

PiSCATOR.  Yes,  in  these  parts  ;  not  in  this  county,  but  some- 
where towards  the  upper  end  of  Staffordshire,  I  think  not  far  from 
a  place  called  Trentham ;  and  thence  runs  down,  not  far  from 
Stafford,  to  Wolseley  Bridge,  and,  washing  the  skirts  and  purlieus 
of  the  forest  of  Needwood,  runs  down  to  Burton  in  the  same  county ; 
thence  it  comes  into  this,  where  we  now  are,  and,  running  by 
Swarkeston  and  Dunnington,  receives  Derwent  at  Wildon ;  and, 
so,  to  Nottingham ;  thence,  to  Newark ;  and,  by  Gainsborough, 


•  Between  Beresford  Hall  and  Ashbourn  lic«  Dove  Dale,  whose  crested  cliffs  and 
swift  torrents  are  again  noticed  by  Cotton  in  bis  *'  Wonders  of  the  Peak."  Through  this 
sineulariy  deep  valley  the  Dove  runs  for  about  two  miles,  changing  its  course,  its  motion, 
and  its  appearance  perpetually ;  never  less  than  ten,  and  rarely  so  many  as  twenty  yards 
in  width  ;  making  a  continued  noise  by  rolling  over  or  falling  amon^  loose  stones.  The 
rocks  which  form  its  sides  are  heaved  up  in  enormous  inles,  sometimes  connected  with 
each  other,  and  sometimes  detached  ;  some  perforated  in  natural  cavities,  others  adorned 
with  foliage  ;  with  here  and  there  a  tall  rock,  having  nothing  to  relieve  the  bareness  of 
iu  appearance  but  a  mountain-ash  flourishing  at  the  top.  The  grandeur  of  the  scenery 
is  proMibly  unrivalled  in  England.— £. 
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to  Kingston-upon-Hull,  where  it  takes  the  name  of  Humber,*  and 
thence  falls  into  the  sea  :  but  that  the  Map  will  best  inform  you. 

Viator.     Know  you  whence  this  river  Trent  derives  its  name? 

PiSCATOR.  No,  indeed ;  and  yet  I  have  heard  it  often  discoursed 
upon  :  when  some  have  given  its  denomination  from  the  forenamed 
Trentham,  though  that  seems  rather  a  derivative  from  it ;  others 
have  said  it  is  so  called  from  thirty  rivers  that  fall  into  it,f  and 
there  lose  their  names  ;  which  cannot  be,  neither,  because  it 
carries  that  name  from  its  very  fountain,  before  any  other  rivers  fall 
into  it :  others  derive  it  from  thirty  several  sorts  of  fish  that  breed 
there ;  and  that  is  the  most  likely  derivation  :  but  be  it  how  it 
will,  it  is  doubtless  one  of  the  finest  rivers  in  the  world,  and  the 
most  abounding  with  excellent  Salmon,  and  all  sorts  of  delicate 
fish. 

Viator.  Pardon  me,  Sir,  for  tempting  you  into  this  digression : 
and  then  proceed  to  your  other  rivers,  for  I  am  mightily  delighted 
with  this  Discourse. 

PiSCATOR.  It  was  no  interruption,  but  a  very  seasonable 
question  ;  for  Trent  is  not  only  one  of  our  Derbyshire  rivers,  but 
the  chief  of  them,  and  into  which  all  the  rest  pay  the  tribute  of 
their  names,  which  I  had,  perhaps,  forgot  to  insbt  upon,  being 
got  to  the  other  end  of  the  county,  had  you  not  awoke  my  memory. 
But  I  will  now  proceed.  And  the  next  river  of  note,  for  I  will 
take  them  as  they  lie  eastward  from  us,  is  the  river  Wye  :  I  say 
of  note,  for  we  have  two  lesser  betwixt  us  and  it,  namely,  Lathkin 
and  Bradford ;  of  which  Lathkin  is,  by  many  degrees,  the  purest 
and  most  transparent  stream  that  I  ever  yet  saw,  either  at  home 
or  abroad,  and  breeds,  it  is  said,  the  reddest  and  the  best  Trouts 
in  England  :  but  neither  of  these  are  to  be  reputed  rivers,  being 
no  better  than  great  springs.  The  river  Wye,  then,  has  its  source 
near  unto  Buxton,  a  town  some  ten  miles  from  hence,  famous  for 
a  warm  bath,  and  which  you  are  to  ride  through  in  your  way  to 
Manchester  :  a  black  water,  too,  at  the  fountain,  but,  by  the  same 
reason  with  Dove,  becomes  very  soon  a  most  deUcate  clear  river, 
and  breeds  admirable  Trout  and  Grayling,  reputed  by  those  who, 
by  living  upon  its  banks,  are  partial  to  it,  the  best  of  any :  and  this, 
running  down  by  Ashford,  Bakewell,  and  Haddon,  at  a  town  a  little 
lower,  called  Rowsley,  falls  into  Derwent,  and  there  loses  its  name.  J 

♦  Humber  loud,  that  keeps  the  Scythian's  name. — Milien, 
t  Trent,  who,  like  some  £arth*bom  giant  spreads 
His  thirty  arms  along  the  indented  mead.s. — Ibid. 
t  By  this  it  appears  that  there  are  two  rivers  in  Enjgland  that  beat  the  name  of  Wye : 
the  former  Wye,  occasionally  mentioned  in  this  work,  has,  as  well  as  the  Severn,  its 
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The  next  in  order  is  Derwent,  a  black  water  too,  and  that  not 
only  from  its  fountain  but  quite  through  its  progress,  not  having 
these  crystal  springs  to  wash  and  cleanse  it  which  the  two  fore- 
mentioned  have,  but  abounds  with  Trout  and  Grayling,  such  as 
they  are,  towards  its  source,  and  with  Salmon  below.  And  this 
river,  from  the  upper  and  utmost  part  of  this  county,  where  it 
springs,  taking  its  course  by  Chatsworth,  Darley,  Matlock,  Derby, 
Burrow- Ash,  and  Awberson,  falls  into  Trent,  at  a  place  called 
Wildon ;  and  thet^  loses  its  name.  The  east  side  of  this  county 
of  Derby  is  bounded  by  little  inconsiderable  rivers,  as  Awber,  Ero- 
ways,  and  the  like,  scarce  worth  naming,  but  trouty  too;  and 
further  we  are  not  to  inquire.  But,  Sir,  I  have  carried  you,  as  a 
man  may  say,  by  water,  till  we  are  now  come  to  the  descent  of 
the  formidable  hiU  I  told  you  of  (at  the  foot  of  which  runs  the 
river  Dove,  which  I  cannot  but  love  above  all  the  rest);  and 
therefore  prepare  yourself  to  be  a  little  frighted. 

Viator.  Sir,  I  see  you  would  fortify  me  that  I  should  not 
shame  myself :  but  I  dare  follow  where  you  please  to  lead  me. 
And  I  see  no  danger  yet ;  for  the  descent,  methinks,  is  thus  far 
green,  even,  and  easy. 

PiSCATOR.  You  will  like  it  worse  presently,  when  you  come 
to  the  brow  of  the  hill :  and  now  we  are  there,  what  think  you  ? 

Viator.  What  do  I  think  ?  why,  I  think  it  the  strangest  place 
that  ever,  sure,  men  and  horses  went  down  ;  and  that,  if  there  be 
any  safety  at  all,  the  safest  way  is  to  alight. 

PiSCATOR.  I  think  so  too,  for  you  who  are  mounted  upon  a 
beast  not  acquainted  with  these  slippery  stones  :  and  though  I 
frequently  ride  down,  I  will  alight  too  to  bear  you  company  and 
to  lead  you  the  way.  And,  if  you  please,  my  man  shall  lead  your 
horse. 

Viator.  Marry,  Sir  !  and  thank  you  too  :  for  I  am  afraid  I 
shall  have  enough  to  do  to  look  to  myself :  and  with  my  horse 
in  my  hand  should  be  in  a  double  fear,  both  of  breaking  my  neck, 
and  my  horse  falling  on  me,  for  it  is  as  steep  as  a  penthouse. 

PiSCATOR.  To  look  down  from  hence  it  appears  so,  I  confess : 
but  the  path  winds  and  turns,  and  will  not  be  found  so  troublesome. 

head  in  the  PHoIimmon  hill,  on  the  borders  of  Monteomeiy  and  Cardiganshire  :  from 
whence,  as  its  Latin  name,  Vaga,  imports,  wanderinj;  through  part  of  Brecknockshire,  it, 
near  the  Hay,  enters  Herefordshire,  and  at  Mordiford,  within  four  miles  of  Hereford, 
receives  the  Lug ;  from  thence,  passing  on  to  Ross,  it  enters  Monmouthshire,  and  falls 
into  the  Severn  below  Chepstow. 

It  aboundii  with  that  small  species  offish  called  Last-springs,  and  also  with  Grayling. 

And  here  it  may  be  necessary  to  remark,  that  the  names  ot  Avon,  Ouse,  Stoure,  and 
S'^me  others,  are  common  to  many  rivers  in  England,  as  that  of  Dulas  is  to  numbers  in 
Wales.    See  Notes  on  the  Polyotbion,  Song  the  !»ixth.~E. 
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Viator.  Would  I  were  well  down,  though !  Hoist  thee !  there's 
one  fair  'scape  I  these  stones  are  so  slippery  I  cannot  stand  !  yet 
again  1  I  think  I  were  best  lay  my  heds  in  my  neck  and  tumble 
down. 

PiSCATOR.  If  you  think  your  heels  will  defend  your  neck,  that 
is  the  way  to  be  soon  at  the  bottom.  But  give  me  your  hand  at 
this  broad  stone,  and  then  the  worst  is  past 

Viator.  I  thank  you,  Sir,  I  am  now  past  it,  I  can  go  myselt 
What's  here  ?  the  sign  of  a  bridge  ?  Do  you  use  to  travel  with 
wheelbarrows  in  this  country  ? 

PiSCATOR.  Not  that  I  ever  saw,  Sir ;  why  do  you  ask  that 
qutstion  ? 

Viator.  Because  this  bridge  certainly  was  made  for  nothing 
else  :  why !  a  mouse  can  hardly  go  over  it :  'tis  not  two  fingers 
broad. 

PiSCATOR.  You  are  pleasant,  and  I  am  glad  to  see  you  so ; 
but  I  have  rid  over  the  bridge  many  a  dark  night. 

Viator.  Why,  according  to  the  French  proverb,  and  'tis  a 
good  one,  among  a  great  many  of  worse  sense  and  sound  that 
language  abounds  in,  Ce  que  Dieu  garde  est  bien  gcurdi^  <<  They 
whom  God  takes  care  of  are  in  safe  protection  : "  but,  let  me  teU 
you,  I  would  not  ride  over  it  for  a  thousand  pounds,  nor  fall  off  it 
for  two  :  and  yet  I  think  I  dare  venture  on  foot,  though,  if  you 
were  not  by  to  laugh  at  me,  I  should  do  it  on  all  four. 

PiSCATOR.  Well,  Sir,  your  mirth  becomes  you,  and  I  am  glad 
to  see  you  safe  over,  and  now  you  are  welcome  into  Staffordshire. 

Viator.  How,  Staffordshire !  What  do  1  there,  trow  ?  there 
is  not  a  word  of  Staffordshire  in  all  my  direction. 

PiSCATOR,  You  see  you  are  betrayed  into  it,  but  it  shall  be  in 
order  to  something  that  will  make  amends ;  and  'tis  but  an  ill 
mile  or  two  out  of  your  way. 

Viator.  I  believe  all  things,  Sir,  and  doubt  nothing.  Is 
this  your  beloved  river  Dove  ?  'Tis  clear  and  swift,  indeed,  but 
a  very  little  one. 

PiSCATOR.  You  see  it,  here,  at  the  worst :  we  shall  come  to  it 
anon  again,  after  two  miles'  riding,  and  so  near  as  to  lie  upon  the 
very  banks. 

Viator.  Would  we  were  there  once  ;  but  I  hope  we  have  no 
more  of  these  Alps  to  pass  over. 

PiSCATOR.  No,  no,  Sir,  only  this  ascent  before  you,  which 
you  see  is  not  very  uneasy,  and  then  you  will  no  more  quarrel 
with  your  way. 
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ViAiX)R.  Well,  if  ever  I  come  to  London,  of  which  many  a 
man  there,  if  he  were  in  my  place,  would  make  a  question,  I  will 
sit  down  and  write  my  travels ;  and,  like  Tom  Coriate,*  print 
them  at  my  own  charge.  Pray  what  do  you  call  this  hiU  we 
came  down  ? 

PiscATOR.     We  call  it  Hanson-Toot. 

Viator.  Why,  farewell,  Hanson-Toot !  Ill  no  more  on  thee  : 
111  go  twenty  miles  about,  first.  Puh !  I  sweat,  that  my  shirt 
sticks  to  my  back. 

PiSCATOR.  Cpme,  Sir,  now  we  are  up  the  hill ;  and  now  how 
do  you  ? 

Viator.  Why,  very  well,  I  humbly  thank  you,  Sir,  and  warm 
enough,  I  assure  you.  What  have  we  here,  a  church  ?  As  I'm 
an  honest  man,  a  very  pretty  church  !  Have  you  churches  in  this 
country.  Sir? 

*  Tom  Coriatt  lived  in  the  reign  of  Kinsr  James  the  first ;  and,  as  Anthony  Wood 
calls  him,  was  the  whetstone  of  all  the  wits  of  that  age :  and  indeed  the  allusions  to  him, 
and  to  the  singular  oddness  of  his  character,  are  numberless.  He  trairelled  almost  over 
Europe  on  foot ;  and  in  that  tour  walked  900  miles  with  one  pair  uf  shoes,  which  he  got 
mended  at  Zurich.  Afterwards  he  visited  Turkey,  Persia,  and  the  Great  Mogul's 
dominions,  travelliDg  in  so  frugal  a  manner,  that— as  he  Ulls  his  mother,  in  a  letter  10 
her— in  his  ten  months'  travels,  between  Aleppo  and  the  Mogul's  court,  he  spent  but 
three  pounds  sterling ;  living  remarkably  well  for  about  twopence  sterling  a  day  ;  and  of 
that  three  pounds  he  elsewhere  say^  he  was  cozened  of  no  less  than  ten  shillings  sterling 
by  certain  Christians  of  the  Armenian  nation ;  so  that,  indeed,  he  spent  but  fifty  shillings 
in  his  ten  months'  travels.  In  these  his  travels,  he  attained  to  great  proficiency  both  m 
the  Persian  and  Indostan  languages  ;  in  the  former,  he  made  and  pronounced  an  oration 
to  the  Great  Mogul  %  and  his  skill  in  the  latter,  he  took  occasion  to  manifest  in  the 
following  very  signal  instance.  In  the  service  of  the  English  ambassador,  dien  resident, 
was  a  woman  of  Indostan,  a  laundress,  whose  frequent  practice  it  was  to  scold,  brawl, 
and  rail,  from  sunrisins  to  sunset.  This  formidable  shrew  did  Coriate  one  day  under- 
take to  scold  with,  in  her  own  language  ;  and  succeeded  so  well  in  the  attempt,  that,  by 
eight  of  the  clock  in  the  morning,  ne  had  totally  silenced  her,  leaving  her  not  a  word  to 
speak.  See  A  Voyage  to  East  India^  by  Edward  Teny,  chaplain  to  Sir  Tho.  Row, 
ambassador  to  the  Great  Mogtil,  zamo,  1655.  Further,  it  appears  that  he  was  a  zealous 
champion  for  the  Christian  reli^on  against  the  Mahometans  and  Pagans ;  in  the  defence 
whereof  he  sometimes  risked  his  life.  In  Turkey,  when  a  priest,  as  the  custom  is,  was 
proclaiming  firom  a  mosque  tower  that  Mahomet  was  a  true  prophet,  Tom,  in  the  fury  of 
nis  zealj  and  in  the  face  of  the  whole  city,  to'd  the  priest  he  lied,  and  that  his  prophet 
was  an  impostor ;  and  at  a  city  called  Mohan,  in  the  East  Indies,  he,  in  public,  disputed 
with  a  Mahometan,  who  had  called  him  Giaur,  or  infidel,  in  these  words  :  "  But  1  pray 
thee,  tell  nie,  thou  Mahometan  I  dost  thou,  in  sadness,  call  me  Giaur  ?  That  I  do,  quoth 
he.  Then,  quoth  I,  in  very  sober  sadness,  I  retort  that  shameful  word  in  thy  throat ; 
and  tell  thee  plainly,  that  I  am  a  Mussulman,  and  thou  art  a  Giaur."  He  concludes 
thus :  *'  Go  to  then,  thou  false  believer,  since  by  thy  injurious  imputation  laid  on  me,  in 
that  thou  calledsi  me  Giaur,  thou  hast  provoked  me  to  speak  thus.  I  pray  thee,  let  this 
mine  answer  be  a  warning  for  thee  not  to  scandalise  me  in  the  like  manner  any  more : 
for  the  Christian  religion,  which  I  profess,  is  so  dear  and  tender  unto  me,  that  neither 
thou,  nor  apy  other  J^ahometan,  shall,  scot  free,  call  me  Giaur,  but  that  I  shall  ouit  you 
with  an  answer  much  to  the  wonder  of  those  Mahometans.  ^  DixL"  He  died  of  the  flux, 
occasioned  by  drinking  sack  at  Surat,  in  16x7  :  having  published  his  European  travels  in 
a  quarto  volume,  which  he  called  his  Crudities :  and  to  this  circumstance  the  passage  in 
the  text  is  a  manifest  allusion.  See  Aiken.  Oxon,  by  Bliss,  vol.  ii  p.  308 ;  Purcnas's 
Pilgrims,  part  i.  book  ^  chap.  17 ;  Coriate's  Letter  from  the  Court  of  the  Grrai 
Moguls  4to,  1616 :  and,  above  all,  Terry's  Voyage^  before  cited,  the  author  whereof  was» 
as  be  himself  asserts,  his  chamber^ellow,  or  tent-mate,  in  East  India. ~H. 
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PiSCATOR.  You  see  we  have  ;  but  had  you  seen  none,  why 
should  you  make  that  doubt,  Sir  ? 

Viator.  Why,  if  you  will  not  be  angry,  Til  tell  you ;  I  thought 
myself  a  stage  or  two  beyond  Christendom. 

PiSCATOR.  Come  !  come  !  well  reconcile  you  to  our  country, 
before  we  part  with  you ;  if  showing  you  good  sport  with  angling 
will  do  it. 

Viator.  My  respect  to  you,  and  that  together,  may  do  much. 
Sir  :  otherwise,  to  be  plain  with  you,  I  do  not  find  myself  much 
inclined  that  way. 

PiSCATOR.  Well,  Sir,  your  raillery  upon  our  mountains  has 
brought  us  almost  home ;  and  look  you  where  the  same  river  of 
Dove  has  again  met  us  to  bid  you  welcome,  and  to  invite  you  to 
a  dish  of  Trouts  to-morrow. 

Viator.  Is  this  the  same  we  saw  at  the  foot  of  Pemnen- 
Maure  ?     It  is  much  a  finer  river  here. 

PiSCATOR.  It  will  appear  yet  much  finer  to-morrow.  But  look 
you.  Sir,  here  appears  the  house  that  is  now  like  to  be  your  inn, 
for  want  of  a  better. 

Viator.  It  appears  on  a  sudden,  but  not  before  'twas  looked 
for ;  it  stands  prettily,  and  here's  wood  about  it  too,  but  so  young 
as  appears  to  be  of  your  own  planting. 

PiSCATOR.  It  is  so.  Will  it  please  you  to  alight,  Sir  ?  And 
now  permit  me,  after  all  your  pains  and  dangers,  to  take  you  in 
my  arms,  and  to  assure  you  that  you  are  infinitely  welcome. 

Viator.  I  thank  you,  Sir  and  am  glad  with  all  ray  heart  I 
am  here ;  for  in  downright  truth,  I  am  exceeding  weary. 

PiSCATOR.  You  will  sleep  so  much  the  better ;  you  shall 
presently  have  a  light  supper,  and  to  bed.  Come,  Sirs,  lay  the 
cloth,  and  bring  what  ycu  have  presently,  and  let  the  gentleman's 
bed  be  made  ready  in  the  meantime  in  my  father  Walton's 
chamber.  And  now.  Sir,  here  is  my  service  to  you  ;  and  once 
more,  welcome ! 

Viator.  I  marry.  Sir,  this  glass  of  good  sack  has  refreshed 
me.  And  I'll  make  as  bold  with  your  meat ;  for  the  trot  has 
got  me  a  good  stomach. 

PiSCATOR.  Come,  Sir,  fall  to  then  ;  you  see  my  little  supper  is 
always  ready  when  I  come  home,  and  I'll  make  no  stranger  of  you. 

Viator,  That  your  meal  is  so  soon  ready,  is  a  sign  your 
servants  know  your  certain  hours.  Sir ;  I  confess  I  did  not 
expect  it  so  soon  :  but  now  'tis  here,  you  shall  see  I  will  make 
myself  no  stranger. 
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PlSCATOR,  Much  good  do  your  heart  :  and  I  thank  you  for 
that  friendly  word  :  and  now,  Sir,  my  service  to  you  in  a  cup  of 
More  Land's  ale ;  for  you  are  now  in  the  More  Lands,  but  within 
a  spit  and  a  stride  of  the  Peak.     Fill  my  friend  his  glass. 

Viator.  Believe  me  you  have  good  ale  in  the  More  Lands, 
bx  better  than  that  at  Ashboum. 

PiSCATOR.  That  it  may  soon  be ;  for  Ashboum  has  (which 
is  a  kind  of  riddle)  always  in  it  the  best  malt  and  the  worst  ale 
in  England.  Come,  take  away,  and  bring  us  some  pipes,  and  a 
bottle  of  ale:  and  go  to  yoiur  own  suppers.  Are  you  for  this 
diet,  Sir  ? 

Viator.  Yes,  Sir,  I  am  for  one  pipe  of  tobacco;  and  I 
perceive  yours  is  very  good  by  the  smelL 

PiSCATOR.  The  best  I  can  get  in  London,  I  assure  you. 
But,  Sir,  now  you  have  thus  far  comphed  with  my  designs,  as  to 
take  a  troublesome  journey  into  an  ill  country,  only  to  satisfy  me ; 
how  long  may  I  hope  to  enjoy  you  ? 

Viator.  Why,  truly.  Sir,  as  long  as  I  conveniently  can  ;  and 
longer,  I  think,  you  would  not  have  me. 

PiSCATOR.  Not  to  your  inconvenience  by  any  means,  Sir  : 
but  I  see  you  are  weary,  and  therefore  I  will  presently  wait  on 
you  to  your  chamber,  where,  take  counsel  of  yoiur  pillow ;  and,  to- 
morrow, resolve  me.  Here,  take  the  lights ;  and  pray  follow 
them,  Sir.  Here  you  are  like  to  lie ;  and  now  I  have  showed  you 
your  lodging,  I  beseech  you,  conunand  anything  you  want,  and 
so  I  wish  you  good  rest 

Viator.     Good-night,  Sir. 
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CHAPTER  III. 


PISCATOR.  Good-morrow,  Sir:  what!  up  and  drest,  so 
early  ? 

Viator.  Yes,  Sir,  I  have  been  drest  this  half  hour  :  for  I 
rested  so  well,  and  have  so  great  a  mind  either  to  take,  or  to  see 
a  Trout  taken  in  your  fine  river,*  that  I  could  no  longer  lie  a-bed. 

PiSCATOR.  I  am  glad  to  see  you  so  brisk  this  morning,  and 
so  eager  for  sport :  though  I  must  tell  you  this  day  proves  so 
calm,  and  the  sun  rises  so  bright,  as  promises  no  great  success 
to  the  angler  :  but,  however,  well  try,  and,  one  way  or  other,  we 
shall,  sure,  do  something.  What  will  you  have  to  your  breakfast, 
or  what  will  you  drink  this  morning  ? 

Viator.  For  breakfast  I  never  eat  any,  and  for  drink  am 
very  indifferent ;  but  if  you  please  to  call  for  a  glass  of  ale,  Vm 
for  you  :  and  let  it  be  quickly,  if  you  please,  for  I  long  to  see  the 
little  fishing-house  you  spoke  of,  and  to  be  at  my  lesson. 

PiSCATOR.      Well,    Sir,    you   see    the   ale   is   come   witiiout 

*  Cotton's  beautiful  description  of  this  river  must  here  be  brougltt  to  the  reader^ 
recollection. 

Oh  my  beloved  nymph  !  fair  Dove ;  And  in  it  all  thy  wanton  iry 
Princess  of  rivers,  how  I  love  Playing  at  liberty ; 

Upon  thy  Hovfery  banks  to  lie,  And  with  my  Angle  upon  them. 
And  view  thy  silver  stream.  The  all  of  treachery 

When  gilded  by  a  summer's  beam,  I  ever  leam'd  to  practise  and  to  try ! 
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calling ;  for  though  I  do  not  know  yours,  my  people  know  my 
diet,  which  is  always  one  glass  so  soon  as  1  am  drest,  and  no 
more,  till  dinner :  and  so  my  servants  have  served  you. 

Viator.  My  thanks.  And  now,  if  you  please,  let  us  look 
out,  this  fine  morning. 

PiSCATOR.  With  all  my  heart.  Boy,  take  the  key  of  my 
fishing-house,  and  carry  down  those  two  angle-rods  in  the  hall 
window  thither,  with  my  fish-pannier,  pouch,  and  landing-net; 
and  stay  you  there  till  we  come.  Come,  Sir,  we'll  walk  after, 
where,  by  the  way,  I  expect  you  shall  raise  all  the  exceptions 
against  our  country  you  can. 

Viator.  Nay,  Sir,  do  not  think  me  so  ill-natured,  nor  so 
uncivil  :  I  only  made  a  little  bold  with  it  last  night  to  divert  you, 
and  was  only  in  jest. 

PiSCATOR.  You  were  then  in  as  good  earnest  as  I  am  now 
with  you:  but  had  you  been  really  angry  at  it,  I  could  not  blame 
you ;  for,  to  say  the  truth,  it  is  not  very  taking  at  first  sight. 
But  look  you,  Sir,  now  you  are  abroad,  does  not  the  sun  shine  as 
bright  here  as  in  Essex,  Middlesex,  or  Kent,  or  any  of  your 
Southern  countries  ? 

Viator.  Tis  a  delicate  morning,  indeed,  and  I  now  think 
this  a  marvellous  pretty  place. 

PiSCATOR.  Whether  you  think  so  or  no,  you  cannot  oblige 
me  more  than  to  say  so:  and  those  of  my  friends  who  know  my 
humour,  and  are  so  kind  as  to  comply  with  it,  usually  flatter  me 
that  way.  But  look  you.  Sir,  now  you  are  at  the  brink  of  the 
hill,  how  do  you  like  my  river ;  the  vale  it  winds  through,  like  a 
snake ;  and  the  situation  of  my  little  fishing-house  1  * 

Viator.  Trust  me,  'tis  all  very  fine ;  and  the  house  seems, 
at  this  distance,  a  neat  building. 

PiSCATOR.  Good  enough  for  that  purpose.  And  here  is  a 
bowling-green  too,  close  by  it ;  so,  though  1  am  myself  no  very 
good  bowler,  1  am  not  totally  devoted  to  my  own  pleasure,  but 
that  I  have  also  some  regard  to  other  men's.  And  now,  Sir,  you 
are  come  to  the  door ;  pray  walk  in,  and  there  we  will  sit,  and 
talk  as  long  as  you  please. 

*  Cotton,  in  his  "  Epistle  to  John  Bradshaw,  Esq.,"  printed  in  his  Posthumous  Poema^ 
thus  alhidos  to  his  fishing-house  :— 

My  River  still  through  the  same  channel  glides 
dear  from  the  tumult,  salt,  and  dirt  of  tides. 
And  my  poor  Fishing-house,  my  Seat's  hest  graces 
Stands  firm  and  faithful  b  the  self-same  place, 
I  left  it  four  months  since,  and  ten  to  one 
1  go  »*fishing  ere  two  days  are  gone. 
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Viator.  Stay,  what's  here  over  the  door  ?  "  Piscatoribis 
Sacrum."  *  Why  then,  I  perceive  I  have  some  title  here ;  for 
I  am  one  of  them,  though  one  of  the  worst  And  here,  below  it, 
is  the  cipher  too  you  spoke  of ;  and  'tis  prettily  contrived.  Has 
my  master  Walton  ever  been  here  to  see  it ;  for  it  seems  new 
built  ?  t 

PiSCATOR.  Yes,  he  saw  it  cut  in  the  stone  before  it  was  sd 
up ;  but  never  in  the  posture  it  now  stands  :  for  the  house  wa< 
but  building  when  he  was  last  here,  and  not  raised  so  high  as  tht 
arch  of  the  door.  And  I  am  afraid  he  will  not  see  it  yet :  fo 
he  has  lately  writ  me  word,  he  doubts  his  coming  down  tlu 
summer ;  which,  I  do  assure  you,  was  the  worst  news  he  coul 
possibly  have  sent  me. 

Viator.  Men  must  sometimes  mind  their  affairs  to  mal 
more  room  for  their  pleasures.  And  'tis  odds  he  is  as  mu( 
displeased  with  the  business  that  keeps  him  from  you,  as  you  a 
that  he  comes  not     But  I  am  the  most  pleased  with  this  11  tl 

*  There  is^  under  this  motto,  the  cipher  mentioned  in  the  title-page  [d*  Part  II.]  i 
come  part  of  the  fishing-hoii^  has  been  described  ;  but  the  pleasantnexs  of  the  x\^ 
mountains,  and  meadows  about  it,  cannot ;  unless  Sir  Philip  Sidney,  or  Mr  Cotu 
father,  were  a^n  alive,  to  do  it.  —Ixank  WalUn. 

t  In  the  edition  of  1784,  Sir  John  Hawkih*  says,  *'I  Kjiimj  bten  favia^ired  w^h 
accurate  description  of  the  Fishing-ho  i-i^.  L^y  n  p^r^on  [Mr  Whitet  Mn£e  of  Otdchol 
who,  being  in  that  country,  with  a  vie  >  tx  obti^t:  mr,  wait  tti  see  iL  llic  accociM 
gave  of  it  was,  that  it  was  of  stone,  ai'!  rh?  moiii  i  upside  a  cube  of  AfEcen  feet ;  tTi- 
was  paved  with  black  and  white  XRXi\\c.  .tiicl  ihdt  iti  the  laiddle  Wjiii  a  ^uaic  t-> 
marble  table  supported  by  two  ston  \Ktx.  llie  room  wa&  wainK-oted  ubiih  cvr 
mouldings  that  divided  the  panels  u]i  ■•>  th?  ceiling.  In  the  Ij^rgcr  pjinets  wcs«  tc 
scnted,  in  painting,  some  of  tne  most  ilr.i'^ant  of  tFi«  adjacent  K^ne%  with  pe»fiii& 
ing  ;  and  in  the  smaller,  the  various  »  n>^  vi  tackle  ^nd  intplemenu  uted  in  aneti^i^ 
the  further  comer,  on  the  left,  was  ..  tiff  place  wiih  a  di^mney  ;  cm  the  riitht  s%  I 
buffet,  with  folding  doors,  whereon  w«  t,-  iht  jmrtmits  of  Mr  Cutioict  with  a  hof-t^j^^ 
and  Walton,  in  the  dress  of  the  time.  l/ciddmFath  rnxs.  a  rupb<>ard  :  cm  the  lioafr  vfeM 
the  figures  of  a  Trout  and  of  a  Gray linj-  \\  -r.  re  wt '  I  prtrtmycdr  Ai  1  hii  time  the  «dUM;c 
in  but  indifferent  condition;  the  paiii'inj:^^  nnd  even  the  w:iirijccrEinCi  ^(i  fftifiy  f^; 
being  much  decayed." 

To  which  Mr  Bagster  adds,  that  on  visiting  it,  Sept.  5th,  1814,  he  found  it  in  a  r 
worse  condition  than  is  here  described.  The  pavement,  the  glass  from  the  windovb-  s 
the  wainM:«)ting,  gone ;  the  inscription  over  the  door  tolerably  legible,  with  the  d^ 
1674  beneath :  and  on  the  keystone  which  forms  the  arch  of  the  doorway  Cotton 
Walton's  cipher.  Above  the  roof,  beneath  the  ball  and  vane,  are  the  remains  of  a.  1 
>>tone  sundial.  The  fireplace  in  the  further  corner  of  the  interior,  had  at  eac^  <:< 
th"  initials  of  Cotton,  thus  3Ci*  under  that  on  the  left,  XZ.  '^'^  that  on  tla^e 


In  Ji 


In  June  1825,  the  publisher  of  the  former  edition  and  Mr  Stothard  visited  Bere 
Hall,  which  was  then  rented  b^  a  widow  named  Gibbs.  It  had  undergone  many  aj 
tions  in  the  interior,  and  very  little  of  the  original  ornaments  remained,  with  the  exc^- 
of  two  carved  mantelpieces,  and  one  or  two  panes  of  stained  glass ;  but  sino« 
period,  some  of  the  roofs  have  fallen  in,  consequently  it  is  fast  going  to  decay. 
Fi-shing-house  vras  much  in  the  state  described  above.  The  stone  walls  fir^c^ 
and  outer  doors,  were  the  only  parts  remaining.  The  stone  table  had  been  ren-t< 
and  all  the  windows  had  either  fallen  to  decay  or  been  taken  away  ;  but  the  mo  do 
cipher  on  the  keystone  of  the  arched  doorway  was  entire.  The  manor,  hall,  and  s 
eighty-four  acres  of  land,  were  sold  bv  auction  on  the  loth  August  1825,  and  w-.sks 
chased  by  William  Viscount  Beresford  for  ;^  5500^  which  included  ;C75o  'or  timber. 
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house,  of  anything  I  ever  saw  :  it  stands  in  a  kind  of  peninsula 
too,  with  a  delicate  clear  river  about  it.  I  dare  hardly  go  in,  lest 
I  should  not  like  it  so  well  within  as  without :  but  by  your  leave, 
111  try.  Why,  this  is  better  and  better,  fine  lights,  finely 
wainscoted,  and  all  exceeding  neat,  with  a  marble  table  and  all 
in  the  middle  ! 

PiSCATOR.  Enough,  Sir,  enough,  I  have  laid  open  to  you  the 
part  where  I  can  worst  defend  myself,  and  now  you  attack  me 
there.  Come,  boy,  set  two  chairs ;  and  whilst  I  am  taking  a 
pipe  of  tobacco,  which  is  always  my  breakfast,  we  will,  if  you  please, 
talk  of  some  other  subject. 

Viator.  None  fitter,  then.  Sir,  for  the  time  and  place,  than 
those  instructions  you  promised 

PiSCATOR.  I  begin  to  doubt,  by  something  I  discover  in  you, 
whether  I  am  able  to  instruct  you  or  no ;  though,  if  you  are 
really  a  stranger  to  oiur  clear  northern  rivers,  I  still  think  I  can  : 
and  therefore,  since  it  is  yet  too  early  in  the  morning  at  this  time 
of  the  year,  to-day  being  but  the  seventh  of  March,  to  cast  a  fly 
upon  the  water,  if  you  will  direct  me  what  kind  of  fishing  ^or  a 
Trout  I  shall  read  you  a  lecture  on,  I  am  willing  and  ready  to 
obey  you. 

Viator.  Why,  Sir,  if  you  will  so  far  oblige  me,  and  that  it 
may  not  be  too  troublesome  to  you,  I  would  entreat  you  would 
run  through  the  whole  body  of  it ;  and  I  will  not  conceal  from 
you  that  I  am  so  far  in  love  with  you,  your  courtesy,  and  pretty 
More  Land  seat,  as  to  resolve  to  stay  with  you  long  enough  by 
intervals,  for  I  will  not  oppress  you,  to  hear  all  you  can  say  upon 
that  subject. 

PiSCATOR.  You  cannot  oblige  me  more  than  by  such  a  pro- 
mise :  and  therefore,  without  more  ceremony,  I  will  begin  to  tell 
you,  that  my  father  Walton  having  read  to  you  before,  it  would 
look  like  a  presumption  in  me  (and,  peradventure,  would  do  so 
in  any  other  man)  to  pretend  to  give  lessons  for  angling  after 
him,  who,  I  do  really  believe,  understands  as  much  of  it  at  least 
as  any  man  in  England,  did  I  not  pre-acquaint  you  that  I  am 
not  tempted  to  it  by  any  vain  opinion  of  myself,  that  I  am  able  to 
give  you  better  directions  ;  but  having,  from  my  childhood,  pur- 
sued the  recreation  of  angling  in  yery  clear  rivers,  truly,  I  (hink, 
by  much  (some  of  them,  at  least)  the  clearest  in  this  kingdom,  and 
the  manner  of  angling  here  with  us,  by  reason  of  that  exceeding 
clearness,  being  something  different  from  the  method  commonly 
wsed  in  others,  which,  by  being  not  near  so  bright,  admit  of 
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stronger  tackle,  and  allow  a  nearer  approach  to  the  stream,  I  may 
peradventure  give  you  some  instructions  that  may  be  of  use  even 
in  your  own  rivers,  and  shall  bring  you  acquainted  with  more 
flies  and  show  you  how  to  make  them,  and  with  what  dubbing 
too,  than  he  has  taken  notice  of  in  his  Complete  Angler.* 

Viator.  I  beseech  you.  Sir,  do ;  and  if  you  will  lend  mc 
your  steel,  I  will  light  a  pipe  the  while,  for  that  is,  commonly, 
my  breakfast  in  a  morning,  too.t 

PiSCATOR.  Why  then,  Sir,  to  begin  methodicaUy,  as  a  master 
in  any  art  should  do,  and  I  will  not  deny  but  that  I  think  msrself 
a  master  in  this,  I  shall  divide  Angling  for  Trout, 
"^^  or  Grayling,  into  these  three  ways :  at  the  top ;  at 

the  bottom  ;  and  in  the  middle.  Which  three  ways,  though  they 
are  all  of  them,  as  I  shall  hereafter  endeavour  to  make  it  appear, 
in  some  sort  conunon  to  both  those  kinds  of  fish ;  yet  are  they 
not  so  generally  and  absolutely  so,  but  that  they  will  necessaiily 
require  a  distinction,  which,  in  due  place,  I  will  also  give  you. 

That  which  we  call  angling  at  the  top,  is  with  a  fly ;  at  the 
bottom,  with  a  ground-bait ;  in  the  middle,  with  a  minnow  or 
ground-bait 

Angling  at  the  top  is  of  two  sorts  ;  with  a  quick  %  fly,  or  with 
an  artificial  fly. 

That  we  call  Angling  at  the  bottom,  b  also  of  two  sort§ ;  by 
hand,  or  with  a  cork  or  float 

That  we  call  Angling  in  the  middle,  is  also  of  two  sorts ;  with 
a  Minnow,  for  a  Trout,  or  with  a  ground-bait  for  a  Grayling. 

*  See  Part  I.  chap.  t.  p.  loo. 

t  It  should  teem  d^  what  Walton  Miys,  chap,  x^  that  he  was  a  smoker :  and  the  reader 
•ees,  by  the  passage  in  the  text,  that  Pitcator,  bv  whom  we  are  to  understand  Cotton 
himself,  was  also,  and  so  curious  as  to  have  his  tooacco  from  London.    Vide  p.  835. 

Smoking,  ot,  as  the  phrase  was,  ''taking  tobacco,"  was,  »  Queen  Elizabeth's  and  her 
successor's  timet  esteemed  the  greatest  of  all  foppery.  Beu  Jonson.  who  mortdthr 
hated  it,  has  numberless  sarcasms  against  smoking  and  smokers  ;  all  which  are  notbtiic 
compared  to  those  contained  in  that  work  of  our  Ktnr  Tames  the  First,  A  C^tmttf 
blast  to  Tobacco.  Nor  was  the  ordinary  conversation  of  this  monarch  less  fratfgfat  with 
reasons  and  invectives  against  the  use  of  that  weed,  as  will  appear  from  the  tollowiog 
saying  of  his,  extracted  from  "  A  Collection  of  witty  apophthegms,  delivered  by  hint  and 
otner<i,  at  several  times,  and  on  sundry  occasions,"  puolished  in  lamo.  1671 : — 

"  That  tobacco  was  the  lively  image  and  pattern  of  hell ;  for  that  it  had.  by  al^iuion, 
hi  it  all  the  parts  and  vices  of  the  worid  whereby  hell  may  be  gained ;  to  wic :  First,  it 
was  a  smoke  ;  so  are  the  vanities  of  this  world.  Secondly,  it  delighteth  them  who  take 
it ;  so  do  the  pleasures  of  the  world  delight  the  men  of  the  worid  Thirdly,  it  maketh 
men  drunken,  and  light  in  the  head ;  so  do  the  vanities  of  the  world :  men  are  druukea 
therewith.  Fourthlv,  he  that  taketh  tobacco  saith  he  cannot  leave  it,  it  doth  bewitch 
him :  even  so  the  pleasures  of  the  world  make  men  loath  to  leave  them^  they  are  kft 
the  most  part  so  enchanted  writh  them.  And  further,  besides  all  this,  It  is  like  hell  in  the 
very  soAisUnce  of  it.  for  it  is  a  stinking  loathsome  thing:  and  so  is  hell  And  further.  Ins 
Midesty  professed  thaLwere  he  to  invite  the  devil  to  dinner,  he  should  have  three  dishes: 
s.  A  pig ;  a.  A  pole  of  ling  and  mustard  ;  and  3.  Apipe  of  tobacco  for  digesture." 

t  Living. 
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Of  all  which  several  sorts  of  angling,  I  will,  if  you  can  have  the 
patience  to  hear  me,  give  you  the  best  account  I  can. 

Viator.  The  trouble  will  be  yours,  and  mine  the  pleasure  and 
the  obligation  :  I  beseech  you  therefore  to  proceed. 

PiSCATOR.     Why  then,  first  of  fly-fishing. 

PiscATOR.     Fly-fishing,  or  fishing  at  the  top,  is,  as  I  said 
before,  of  two  sorts ;  with  a  natural  and  living  fly, 
^''  or  with  an  artificial  and  made  fly. 

First,  then,  of  the  Natural  Fly ;  of  which  we  generally  use  but 
two  sorts  ;  and  those  but  in  the  two  months  of  May  and  June  only ; 
namely,  the  Green-drake,  and  the  Stone-fly :  though  I  have  made 
use  of  a  third,  that  way,  called  the  Camlet-fly,  with  very  good 
success,  for  Grayling,  but  never  saw  it  angled  with  by  any  other, 
after  this  manner,  my  master  only  excepted,  who  died  many 
years  ago,  and  was  one  of  the  best  anglers  that  ever  I  knew. 

These  are  to  be  angled  with  with  a  short  line,  not  much  more 
than  half  the  length  of  your  rod,  if  the  air  be  still ;  or  with  a 
longer,  very  near,  or  all  out,  as  long  as  your  rod,  if  you  have  any 
wind  to  carry  it  from  you.  And  this  way  of  fishing  we  call 
daping,  dabbing,  or  dibling ;  wherein  you  are  always  to  have  your 
line  flying  before  you  up  or  down  the  river,  as  the  wind  serves, 
and  to  angle  as  near  as  you  can  to  the  bank  of  the  same  side 
whereon  you  stand,  though  where  you  see  a  fish  rise  near  you  you 
may  guide  your  quick  fly  over  him,  whether  in  the  middle  or  on 
the  contrary  side ;  and  tf  you  are  pretty  well  out  of  sight,  either 
by  kneeling  or  the  interposition  of  a  bank  or  bush,  you  may 
almost  be  sure  to  faise,  and  take  him  too,  if  it  be  presently  done : 
the  fish  will,  otherwise,  peradventure  be  removed  to  some  other 
place,  if  it  be  in  the  still  deeps,  where  he  is  always  in  motion, 
and  roving  up  and  down  to  look  for  prey,  though,  in  a  stream, 
you  may  always  almost,  especially  if  there  be  a  good  stone  near, 
find  him  in  the  same  place.  Your  Line  ought  in  this  case  to  be 
three  good  hairs  next  the  hook  ;  both  by  reason  you  are,  in  this 
kind  of  angling,  to  expect  the  biggest  fish,  and  also  that,  wanting 
length  to  give  him  line  after  he  has  struck,  you  must  be  forced 
to  tug  for  it :  to  which  I  will  also  add,  that  not  an  inch  of  your 
line  being  to  be  suffered  to  touch  the  water  in  dibling,  it  may  be 
allowed  to  be  the  stronger.  I  should  now  give  you  a  description 
of  those  flies,  their  shape  and  colour ;  and  then  give  you  an 
account  of  their  breeding ;  and  withal  show  you  how  to  keep 
and  use  them ;  but  shall  defer  them  to  their  proper  place  and 
season. 
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Viator.  In  earnest,  Sir,  you  discourse  very  rationally  of  this 
affair,  and  I  am  glad  to  find  myself  mistaken  in  you :  for,  in 
plain  truth,  I  did  not  expect  so  much  from  you. 

PISCATOR.  Nay,  Sir,  I  can  tell  you  a  great  deal  more  than 
this  ;  and  will  conceal  nothing  from  you.  But  I  must  now  come 
to  the  second  way  of  Angling  at  the  top ;  which  is  with  an 
artificial  fly,  which  also  I  will  show  you  how  to  make  before  I 
have  done  :  but  first  shall  acquaint  you,  that  with  this  you  are 
to  angle  with  a  line  longer  by  a  yard  and  a  half,  or  sometimes  two 
yards,  than  your  rod  :  and  with  both  this  and  the  other  in  a -still 
day,  in  the  streams,  in  a  breeze  that  curls  the  water,  in  the  still 
deeps,  where  excepting  in  May  and  June,  that  the  best  Trouts  will 
lie  in  shallow  streams  to  watch  for  prey,  and  even  then  too,  you 
are  like  to  hit  thp  best  fish. 

For  the  length  pi  your  rod,  you  are  always  to  be  governed  by 
the  breadth  of  the  river  you  shall  choose  to  angle  at  :  and  for  a 
Trout-river,  one  of  five  op  six  yards  long  is  commonly  enough ; 
and  longer,  though  never  so  neatly  cuid  artificially  made,  it  ought 
not  to  be,  if  you  inten4  to  ^sh  at  ease ;  and  if  otherwise,  where 
lies  the  sport  ? 

Of  these,  the  Ijest  that  ever  I  saw  are  made  in  Yorkshire; 
which  are  all  of  one  piece,  that  is  to  say,  of  several,  six,  eight, 
ten,  or  twelve  pieces,  so  neatly  pieced  and  tied  together  with  fine 
thread  below  and  silk  above  as  to  make  it  taper  like  a  switch, 
and  to  ply  with  a  true  bent  to  your  hand.  And  these,  too,  are 
light,  being  made  of  firwood  for  two  or  three  lengths  nearest  to 
the  hand,  and  of  other  wood  nearer  to  the  top,  that  a  man  might, 
very  easily,  manage  the  longest  of  them  that  ever  I  saw,  with  one 
hand.  And  these,  when  you  have  given  over  angling  for  a  season, 
being  taken  to  pieces  and  laid  up  in  some  dry  place,  may  after- 
wards be  set  together  again  in  their  former  postures,  and  will  be 
as  straight,  sound,  and  good  as  the  first  hour  they  were  made,  and 
being  laid  in  oil  and  colour,  according  to  your  master  Walton's 
direction,  will  last  many  years. 

The  length  of  your  line,  to  a  man  that  knows  how  to  handle 
his  rod,  and  to  cast  it,  is  no  manner  of  incumbrance,  excepting 
in  woody  places  and  in  landing  of  a  fish,  which  every  one  that 
can  afford  to  angle  for  pleasure  has  somebody  to  do  for  him. 
And  the  length  of  line  is  a  mighty  advantage  to  the  fishing  at 
distance ;  and  to  fish  fine  and  far  off  is  the  first  and  principal 
rule  for  Trout-angling. 

Your  line  in  this  case  should  never  be  less,  nor  ever  exceed 
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two  hairs  next  to  the  hook ;  for  one  (though  some,  I  know,  will 
pretend  to  more  art  than  their  fellows)  is  indeed  too  few,  the 
least  accident,  with  the  finest  hand,  being  sufficient  to  break  it : 
but  he  that  cannot  kill  a  Trout  of  twenty  inches  long  with  two, 
in  a  river  clear  ot  wood  and  weeds,  as  this  and  some  others  of 
ours  are,  deserves  not  the  name  of  an  Angler. 

Now,  to  have  your  whole  line  as  it  ought  to  be,  two  of  the  first 
lengths  nearest  the  hook  should  be  of  two  hairs  apiece  ;  the  next 
three  lengths  above  them  of  three  ;  the  next  three  above  them  of 
four ;  and,  so,  of  five,  and  six,  and  seven,  to  the  very  top  :  by 
which  means  your  rod  and  tackle  will,  in  a  manner,  be  taper 
from  your  very  hand  to  your  hook  :  your  line  will  fall  much  better 
and  straighter,  and  cast  your  fly  to  any  certain  place  to  which  the 
hand  and  eye  shall  direct  it,  with  less  weight  and  violence,  that 
would  otherwise  circle  the  water  and  fright  away  the  fish. 

In  casting  your  line,  do  it  always  before  you,*  and  so  that  your 
fly  may  first  fall  upon  the  water,  and  as  little  of  your  line  with  it 
as  possible  :  though  if  the  wind  be  stiff,  you  will  then,  of  necessity, 
be  compelled  to  drown  a  good  part  of  your  line,  to  keep  your  fly 
in  the  water.  And  in  casting  your  fly  you  must  aim  at  the 
further  or  nearer  bank,  as  the  wind  serves  your  turn,  which  also 
will  be  with  and  against  you,  on  the  same  side,  several  times  in 
an  hour,  as  the  river  winds  in  its  course,  and  you  will  be  forced 
to  angle  up  and  down  by  turns  accordingly,  but  are  to  endeavour, 
as  much  as  you  can,  to  have  the  wind,  evermore,  on  your  back. 
And  always  be  sure  to  st^nd  as  far  off  the  bank  as  your  length 
will  give  you  leave  when  you  throw  to  the  contrary  side  :  though 
when  the  wind  will  not  permit  you  so  to  do,  and  that  you  are 
constrained  to  angle  on  the  same  side  whereon  you  stand, 
you  must  then  stand  on  the  very  brink  of  the  river,  and  cast 
your  fly  to  the  utmost  length  of  your  rod  and  line,  up  or  down 
the  river,  as  the  gale  serves. 

It  only  remains,  touching  your  line,  to  inquire,  whether  your 
two  hairs  next  to  the  hook  are  better  twisted  or  open  ?  And  for 
that  I  should  declare  that  I  think  the  open  way  the  better,  because 
it  makes  less  show  in  the  water,  but  that  I  have  found  an  incon- 

•  The  tyro  in  the  art  of  fly-fishing,  who  may  be  desirous  of  further  instructions  for 
"casting  his  line**  than  those  given  by  Cotton  in  the  text,  is  referred  to  the  *'  Complete 
Angler's  Vade  Mecum."  by  Captain  Williamson,  who  has  endeavoured  "  to  supply  the 
learner  with  such  plain  matter-of-fact  directions,  with  respect  to  the  management  of  his 
fly-rod,  as  may  at  once  enable  him  to  cast  his  line  without  restraint ;  "  and  to  TayWft 
Art  of  Angling  ;  but  it  is  almost  needless  to  observe,  that  one  day's  instruction  from  an 
experienced  fly-fisher  will  be  found  of  more  value  than  all  the  directions  ever  written. 
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vcnience  or  two,  or  three,  that  have  made  me  almost  weary  d 
that  way ;  of  which  one  is,  that,  without  dispute,  they  are  not  so 
strong  open  as  twisted  \*  another,  that  they  are  not,  easily,  to  be 
^tened  of  so  exact  an  equal  length  in  the  arming  that  the  ooe 
will  not  cause  the  other  to  bag,  by  which  means  a  man  has  bet 
one  hair  upon  the  matter  to  trust  to  ;  and  the  last  is,  that  diesc 
loose  flying  hairs  are  not  only  more  apt  to  catch  upon  every  twig 
or  bent  they  meet  with,  but,  moreover,  the  hook^  in  falling  upoi 
the  water,  will,  very  often,  rebound  and  fly  back  betwixt  the  h^is, 
and  there  stick  (which,  in  a  rough  water  especially,  is  not  pre- 
sently to  be  discerned  by  the  angler)  so  as  the  point  of  the  book 
shall  stand  reversed ;  by  which  means  your  fly  swims  backward, 
makes  a  much  greater  circle  in  the  water  and  till  taken  home  to 
you  and  set  right,  will  never  raise  any  flsh,  or  if  it  should,  I  am 
sure,  but  by  a  very  extraordinary  chance,  can  hit  none,t 

Having  done  with  both  these  ways  of  fishing  at  the  top,  tbe 
length  of  your  rod,  and  line,  and  all,  1  am  next  to  teach  you  hov 
to  make  a  fly  ;  and,  afterwards,  of  what  dubbing  you  are  to  make 
the  several  flies  1  shall  hereafter  name  to  you. 

In  making  a  fly,  then,  which  is  not  a  hackle  or  palmo-  fly 
(for  of  those,  and  their  several  kinds,  we  shall  have  occasion  to 
speak  every  month  in  the  year),  you  are,  first,  to  hold  your  hook 
fast  betwixt  the  forefinger  and  thumb  of  your  left  hand,  with  die 
back  of  the  shank  upwards,  and  the  point  towards  your  fingers' 
ends  ;  then  take  a  strong  small  silk  of  the  colour  of  the  fly  yoa 
intend  to  make,  wax  it  well  with  wax  of  the  same  colour  too,  to 
which  end  you  are  always,  by  the  way,  to  have  wax  of  all  colours 
about  you,  and  draw  it  betwixt  your  finger  and  thimib  to  the  head 
of  the  shank  ;  and  then  whip  it  twice  or  thrice  about  the  bare 
hook,  which,  you  must  know,  is  done,  both  to  prevent  slipping, 
and  also  that  the  shank  of  the  hook  may  not  cut  the  hairs  of  your 
towght,  which  sometimes  it  will  otherwise  do.  Which  beii^ 
done,  take  your  line,  and  draw  it  likewise  betwixt  your  finger  and 
thumb,  holding  the  hook  so  fast  as  only  to  suffer  it  to  pass  by, 
until  you  have  the  knot  of  your  towght  almost  to  the  middle  of 
the  shank  of  your  hook,  on  the  inside  of  it ;  then  whip  your  silk 
twice  or  thrice  about  both  hook  and  line  as  hard  as  the  strength 
of  the  silk  will  permit  Which  being  done,  strip  the  feather  for 
the  wings  proportionable  to  the  bigness  of  your  fly,  placing  that 

*  In  the  original  the  wordx  are  itoisted  ns  eptn,  contranr  to  what  it  erideDtly.  froa 
the  connection,  the  Author's  meaning :  the  Editor  }uis  therefore  transposed  the  word*. 

t^Thii,  and  the  other  inconveniences  mentioned  in  this  paragraph,  are  efTcccttaSf 
•voided  by  the  lue  of  a  fine  grass,  or  gut,  of  about  half  a  yard  long*  next  the  bo<^ 
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side  downwards  which  g^rew  uppermost  before  upon  the  back 
of  the  hook,  leaving  so  much  only  as  to  serve  for  the  length  of 
the  wing  of  the  point  of  the  plume  lying  reversed  from  the  end 
of  the  shank  upwards  :  then  whip  your  silk  twice  or  thrice  about 
the  root-end  of  the  feather,  hook,  and  towght ;  which  being  done, 
clip  off  the  root-end  of  the  feather  close  by  the  arming,  and  then 
whip  the  silk  fast  and  firm  about  the  hook  and  towght,  until  you 
come  to  the  bend  of  the  hook,  but  not  further,  as  you  do  at 
London,  and  so  make  a  very  tmhandsome,  and,  in  plain  English, 
a  very  unnatural  and  shapeless  fly.  Which  being  done,  cut  away 
the  end  of  your  towght,  and  fasten  it  And  then  take  your 
dubbing  which  is  to  make  the  body  of  your  fly,  as  much  as  you 
think  convenient,  and  holding  it  lightly,  with  your  hook,  betwixt 
the  finger  and  thiunb  of  your  left  hand,  take  your  silk  with  the 
right,  and  twisting  it  betwixt  the  finger  and  thumb  of  that 
hand,  the  dubbing  will  spin  itself  about  the  silk,  which  when  it 
has  done,  whip  it  about  the  armed  hook  backward,  till  you  come 
to  the  setting-on  of  the  wings.  And  then  take  the  feather  for 
the  wings,  and  divide  it  equally  into  two  parts  ;  and  turn  them 
back  towards  the  bend  of  the  hook,  the  one  on  the  one  side,  and 
the  other  on  the  other  of  the  shank;  holding  them  fast  in 
that  posture  betwixt  the  forefinger  and  thumb  of  your  left  hand  : 
which  done,  warp  them  so  down  as  to  stand  and  slope  towards 
the  bend  of  the  hook ;  and  having  warped  up  to  the  end  of  the 
shank,  hold  the  fly  fast  betwixt  the  finger  and  thumb  of  your 
left  hand,  and  then  take  the  silk  betwixt  the  finger  and  thumb  of 
your  right  hand ;  and  where  the  warping  ends  pinch  or  nip  it 
with  your  thumb  nail  against  your  finger,  and  strip  away  the 
remainder  of  your  dubbing  firom  the  silk  :  and  then  with  the  bare 
silk  whip  it  once  or  twice  about ;  make  the  wings  to  stand  in  due 
order ;  fasten,  and  cut  it  off.  After  which,  with  the  point  of  a 
needle,  raise  up  the  dubbing  gently  from  the  warp ;  twitch  off  the 
superfluous  hairs  of  your  dubbing  ;  leave  the  wings  of  an  equal 
length,  your  fly  will  never  else  swim  true ;  and  the  work  is  done. 
And  this  way  of  making  a  fly,  which  is  certainly  the  best  of  all 
other,  was  taught  me  by  a  kinsman  of  mine,  one  Captain  Henry 
Jackson,  a  near  neighbour,  an  admirable  fly-angler ;  by  nuuiy 
degrees  the  best  fly-maker  that  ever  I  yet  met  with.  And  now 
that  I  have  told  you  how  a  fly  is  to  be  made,  you  shall  presently 
see  me  make  one,  with  which  you  may  peradventure  take  a  Trout 
this  morning,  notwithstanding  the  unlikeliness  of  the  day ;  for  it 
is  now  nine  of  the  clock,  and  fish  will  begin  to  rise,  if  they  will 
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rise  to-day.     I  will  walk  along  by  you,  and  look  on  :  and  after 
dinner  I  will  proceed  in  my  lecture  of  fly-fishing. 

Viator.  I  confess  I  long  to  be  at  the  river  :  and  yet  I  could 
sit  here  all  day  to  hear  you  :  but  some  of  the  one,  and  some  of 
the  other,  will  do  well ;  and  I  have  a  mighty  ambition  to  take  a 
Trout  in  your  river  Dove. 

PiscATOR.  I  warrant  you  shall :  I  would  not,  for  more  than 
I  will  speak  of,  but  you  should ;  seeing  I  have  so  extolled  my 
river  to  you ;  nay,  I  will  keep  you  here  a  month,  but  yon  shall 
have  one  good  day  of  sport  before  you  go. 

Viator.  You  will  find  me,  I  doubt,  too  tractable  that  way ; 
for,  in  good  earnest,  if  business  would  give  me  leave,  and  that 
if  it  were  fit,  I  could  find  in  my  heart  to  stay  with  you  for  ever. 

Piscator.  I  thank  you,  Sir,  for  that  kind  expression.  And 
now  let  me  look  out  my  things  to  make  this  fly. 

Piscator.     Boy  I  come,  give  me  my  dubbing-bag 
here  presently;  and  now.  Sir,  since  I   find  you    so 
honest  a  man,   I  will  make  no  scruple  to  lay  open  my  treasure 
before  you. 

Viator.  Did  ever  any  one  see  the  like  I  what  a  heap  of 
trumpery  is  here  !  certainly  never  an  angler  in  Europe  has  his 
shop  half  so  well  furnished  as  you  have. 

Piscator.  You,  perhaps,  may  think  now,  that  I  rake  together 
this  trumpery,  as  you  call  it,  for  show  only,  to  the  end  that  such 
as  see  it,  which  are  not  many  I  assure  you,  may  think  me  a  great 
master  in  the  art  of  angling  :  but  let  me  tell  you,  here  are  some 
colours,  as  contemptible  as  they  seem  here,  that  are  very  hard  to 
be  got,  and  scarce  any  one  of  them  which,  if  it  should  be  lost,  I 
should  not  miss,  and  be  concerned  about  the  loss  of  it  too,  once 
in  the  year.  But  look  you,  Sir,  amongst  all  these  I  will  choose 
out  these  two  colours  only  ;  of  which,  this  is  bear's  hair,  this  darker, 
no  great  matter  what ;  but  I  am  sure  I  have  killed  a  great  deal 
of  fish  with  it ;  and  with  one  or  both  of  thfese  you  shall  take  Trout 
or  Grayling  this  very  day,  notwithstanding  all  disadvantages,  or 
my  art  shall  fail  me. 

Viator.  You  promise  comfortably,  and  I  have  a  great  deal 
of  reason  to  believe  everything  you  say  :  but  I  wish  the  fly  were 
made,  that  we  were  at  it. 

Piscator.  That  will  not  be  long  in  doing  :  and  pray  observe 
then.  You  see,  first,  how  I  hold  my  hook ;  and  thus  I  begin. 
Look  you,  here  are  my  first  two  or  three  whips  about  the  bare 
hook  ;  thus  I  join  hook  and  line ;  thus  I  put  on  my  wings ;  thus 
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I  twirl  and  lap  on  my  dubbing ;  thus  I  work  it  up  towards  the 
head ;  thus  I  part  my  wings ;  thus  I  nip  my  superfluous  dubbing 
from  my  silk ;  thus  fasten ;  thus  trim  and  adjust  my  fly.  And 
there's  a  fly  made  ;  and  now  how  do  you  like  it  ? 

Viator.  In  earnest,  admirably  well ;  and  it  perfectly  re- 
sembles a  fly  :  but  we  about  London  make  the  bodies  of  our  flies 
both  much  bigger  and  longer,  so  long  as  even  almost  to  the 
very  beard  of  the  hook. 

PiSCATOR.  I  know  it  very  well,  and  had  one  of  those  flies 
given  me  by  an  honest  gentleman,  who  came  with  my  father  Wal- 
ton to  give  me  a  visit ;  which,  to  tell  you  the  truth,  I  hung  in  my 
parlour  window  to  laugh  at :  but,  Sir,  you  know  the  proverb, 
*'  They  who  go  to  Rome,  must  do  as  they  at  Rome  do ; "  and 
believe  me,  you  must  here  make  your  flies  after  this  fashion,  or 
you  will  take  no  fish.  Come,  I  will  look  you  out  a  line,  and  you 
shall  put  it  on,  and  try  it.  There,  Sir,  now  I  think  you  are  fitted  ; 
and  now  beyond  the  farther  end  of  tlie  walk  you  shall  begin  :  I 
see,  at  that  bend  of  the  water  above,  the  air  crisps  the  water  a 
little  :  knit  your  line  first  here,  and  then  go  tip  thither,  and  see 
what  you  can  do. 

Viator.     Did  you  see  that,  Sir  ? 

PiSCATOR.  Yes,  I  saw  the  fish  :  and  he  saw  you  too,  which 
made  him  turn  short  You  must  fish  further  off",  if  you  intend 
to  have  any  sport  here ;  this  is  no  New  River,  let  me  tell  you. 
That  was  a  good  Trout,  believe  me  :  did  you  touch  him  ? 

Viator.  No,  I  would  I  had,  we  would  not  have  parted  so. 
Look  you,  there  was  another  :  this  is  an  excellent  fly. 

PiSCATOR.  That  fly  I  am  sure  would  kill  fish,  if  the  day  were 
right :  but  they  only  chew  at  it,  I  see,  and  will  not  take  it. 
Come,  Sir,  let  us  return  back  to  the  fishing-house  :  this  still 
water,  I  see,  will  not  do  our  business  to-day  :  you  shall  now,  if 
you  please,  make  a  fly  yourself,  and  try  what  you  can  do  in  the 
streams  with  that ;  and  I  know  a  Trout  taken  with  a  fly  of 
your  own  making  will  please  you  better  than  twenty  with  one  of 
mine.  Give  me  that  bag  again,  sirrah  :  look  you.  Sir,  there  is  a 
hook,  towght,  silk,  and  a  feather  for  the  wings  :  be  doing  with 
those,  and  I  will  look  you  out  a  dubbing  that  I  think  will  do. 

Viator.     This  is  a  very  little  hook. 

PiSCATOR.  That  may  serve  to  inform  you,  that  it  is  for  a  very 
little  fly,  and  you  must  make  your  wings  accordingly ;  for  as  the 
case  stands,  it  must  be  a  little  fly,  and  a  very  little  one  too,  that 
must  do  your  business.     Well  said  \  believe  me,  you  shift  yout 
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fingers  very  handsomely.     I  doubt  I  have  taken  upon  me  to  teach 
my  master.     So,  here's  your  dubbing  now. 

Viator.     This  dubbing  is  very  black. 

PisCATOR.  It  appears  so  in  hand ;  but  step  to  the  doors  and 
hold  it  up  betwixt  your  eye  and  the  sun,  and  it  will  appear  a  shin- 
ing  red ;  let  me  tell  you,  never  a  man  in  England  can  discern 
the  true  colour  of  a  dubbing  any  way  but  that ;  and  therefore 
choose  always  to  make  your  flies  on  such  a  bright  sunshine  day 
as  this,  which  also  you  may  the  better  do,  because  it  is  worth 
nothing  to  fish  in.  Here,  put  it  on ;  and  be  sure  to  make  the 
body  of  your  fly  as  slender  as  you  can.  Very  good  !  upon  my 
word,  you  have  made  a  marvellous  handsome  fly. 

Viator.  I  am  very  glad  to  hear  it ;  'tis  the  first  that  ever  I 
made  of  this  kind  in  my  life. 

PisCATOR.  Away,  away  !  You  are  a  doctor  at  it :  but  I  wiU 
not  conunend  you  too  much,  lest  I  make  you  proud.  Come,  put 
it  on ;  and  you  shall  now  go  downward,  to  some  stream  betwixt 
the  rocks,  below  the  little  foot-bridge  you  see  there,*  and  try  your 
fortune.  Take  heed  of  slipping  into  the  water  as  you  follow  me 
under  this  rock.     So  now  you  are  over  :  and  now  throw  in. 

Viator.  This  is  a  fine  stream  indeed.  There's  one !  I  have 
him ! 

PiscATOR.  And  a  precious  catch  you  have  of  him ;  pull  him 
out !  I  see  you  have  a  tender  hand.  This  is  a  diminutive  gentle> 
man  ;  e'en  throw  him  in  again,  and  let  him  grow  till  he  be  more 
worthy  of  your  anger. 

Viator.  Pardon  me.  Sir,  all's  fish  that  comes  to  the  hook 
with  me  now.     Another ! 

PiscATOR.     And  of  the  same  standing. 

Viator.  I  see  I  shall  have  good  sport  now.  Another !  and 
a  grayling.     Why,  you  have  fish  here  at  wilL 

PISCATOR.  Come,  come,  cross  the  bridge ;  and  go  down  the 
other  side,  lower,  where  you  will  find  finer  streams  and  better 
sport,  I  hope,  than  this.  Look  you.  Sir,  here  is  a  fine  stream 
now.  You  have  length  enough ;  stand  a  little  further  off,  let  me 
entreat  you ;  and  do  but  fish  this  stream  like  an  artist,  and  per- 
adventure  a  good  fish  may  fall  to  your  share.  How  now  \  what  1 
is  all  gone  ? 

Viator.  No,  I  but  touched  him  ;  but  that  was  a  fish  worth 
taking. 

PiscATOR.     Why,  now  let  me  tell  you,  you  lost  that  fish  by 

*  This  bridge  has  been  remored.    See  the  n^it  in  p.  951. 
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your  own  fault,  and  through  your  own  eagerness  and  haste ;  for 
you  are  never  to  offer  to  strike  a  good  fish,  if  he  do  not  strike 
liimself,  till  first  you  see  him  turn  his  head  after  he  has  taken  your 
fly,  and  then  you  can  never  strain  your  tackle  in  the  striking,  if 
you  strike  wth  any  manner  of  moderation.  Come,  throw  in  one 
ag^ain,  and  fish  me  this  stream  by  inches;  for  I  assure  you,  here 
are  very  good  fish  :  both  Trout  and  Grayling  lie  here ;  and  at 
that  great  stone  on  the  other  side,  'tis  ten  to  one  a  good  Trout 
gives  you  the  meeting. 

Viator.  I  have  him  now  :  "but  he  is  gone  down  tow^lrds 
tlie  bottom.  I  cannot  see  what  he  is,  yet  he  should  be  a  good  fish 
by  his  weight ;  but  he  makes  no  great  stir. 

PiSCATOR.  Why  then,  by  what  you  say,  I  dare  venture  to 
assure  you  'tis  a  Grayling,  who  is  one  of  the  deadest-hearted  fishes 
in  the  world ;  and  the  bigger  he  is,  the  more  easily  taken.  Look 
you,  now  you  see  him  plain ;  I  told  you  what  he  was.  Bring 
hither  that  landing-net,  boy.  And  now.  Sir,  he  is  your  own ;  and, 
believe  me,  a  good  one ;  sixteen  inches  long  I  warrant  him  :  I 
have  taken  none  such  this  year. 

Viator.  I  never  saw  a  Grayling  before  look  so  black. 
PiSCATOR.  Did  you  not  1  why  then,  let  me  tell  you  that  you 
never  saw  one  before  in  right  season  ;  for  then  a  Grayling  is  very 
black  about  his  head,  gills,  and  down  his  back ;  and  has  his  belly 
of  a  dark  grey,  dappled  with  black  spots,  as  you  see  this  is  ;  and 
I  am  apt  to  conclude,  that  from  thence  he  derives  his  name  of 
Umber.  Though  I  must  tell  you,  this  fish  is  past  his  prime,  and 
begins  to  decline,  and  was  in  better  season  at  Giristmas  than  he 
is  now.  But  move  on ;  for  it  grows  towards  dinner-time ;  and 
there  is  a  very  great  and  fine  stream  below,  under  that  rock,  that 
fills  the  deepest  pool  in  all  the  river,  where  you  are  almost  sure  of 
a  good  fish. 

Viator.  Let  him  come,  TU  try  a  fall  with  him.  But  I  had 
thought  that  the  Grayling  had  been  always  in  season  with  the 
Trout,  and  had  come  in  and  gone  out  with  him. 

PiSCATOR.  Oh  no !  assure  yourself  a  Grayling  is  a  winter 
fish  ;  but  such  a  one  as  would  deceive  any  but  such  as  know 
him  very  well  indeed  ;  for  his  flesh,  even  in  his  worst  season, 
is  so  firm,  and  will  so  easily  calver,  that  in  plain  truth  he  is  very 
good  meat  at  all  times  :  but  in  his  perfect  season,  which,  by  the 
way,  none  but  an  overgrown  Grayling  will  ever  be,  I  think  him  so 
good  a  fish  as  to  be  little  inferior  to  the  best  Trout  that  ever  I 
tasted  in  my  life. 
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Viator.  Here's  another  skip-jack ;  and  I  have  raised  five  or 
six  more  at  least,  whilst  you  were  speaking.  Well,  go  thy  way, 
little  Dove !  thou  art  the  finest  river  that  ever  I  saw,  and  the 
fullest  of  fish.  Indeed,  Sir,  I  like  it  so  well  that  I  am  afraid  you 
will  be  troubled  with  me  once  a  year,  so  long  as  we  two  live. 

PiscATOR.  I  am  afraid  I  shall  not,  Sir  ;  but  were  you  once 
here  a  May  or  a  June,  if  good  sport  would  tempt  you,  I  should 
then  expect  you  would  sometimes  see  me ;  for  you  would  then 
say  it  were  a  fine  river  indeed,  if  you  liad  once  seen  the  aport  at 
the  height. 

Viator.  Which  I  will  do,  if  I  live,  and  that  you  please  to 
give  me  leave.     There  was  one,  and  there  another. 

PiSCATOR.  And  all  this  in  a  strange  river,  and  with  &  fly  of 
your  own  making !  why,  what  a  dangerous  man  are  you ! 

Viator.  I,  Sir  :  but  who  taught  nic  ?  and  as  Damatas  says 
by  his  man  Dorus,  so  you  may  say  b>  me — 

If  mv  man  such  pr^itct  hjivc. 
What  then  have  I,  that  Uught  the  luuve  ?  * 

But  what  have  we  got  here.^  a  Rock  springing  up  in  the  middle 
of  the  river  !  this  is  one  of  the  oddest  sights  that  ever  I  saw. 

PiSCATOR.  Why,  Sir,  from  that  Pike  t  that  you  see  standing 
up  there  distant  from  the  rock,  this  is  called  Pike  Pool,  and 
young  Mr  Izaak  Walton  was  so  pleased  with  it  as  to  draw  it  in 
landscape,  in  black  and  white,  in  a  blai>k  book  I  have  ai  home, 
as  he  has  done  sfeveral  prospects  of  m\  house  also,  which  1  keep 
for  a  memorial  of  his  favour,  and  will  ^how  you  when  we  come  up 
to  dinner. 

Viator.     Has  young  master  Izaak  Walton  been  here  too  ? 

PiSCATOR.  Yes,  marry  has  he.  Sir,  .tud  thai  again  and  again 
too  ;  and  in  France  since,  and  at  Korae,  and  at  Venice,  and  I 
can*t  tell  where  :  but  I  intend  to  ask  him  a  great  many  hard 
questions  so  soon  as  I  can  see  him,  which  will  be,  God  willing, 
next  month.  In  the  meantime.  Sir,  to  come  to  this  fine  stream 
at  the  head  of  this  great  pool,  you  must  venture  over  these 

*  From  Sir  P.  Sidney's  Arcadia^  book  i.,  which  reads — 
For  if  my  man  must  praises  have, 
What  then  muse  I,  tluu  keep  the  knave? 

t  'Tis  a  rock,  in  the  fashion  of  a  spire-steeple,  and  almost  as  bt^.  It  stands  ta  the 
midst  of  the  river  Dove,  and  not  far  from  Mr  Cotton's  house,  belowr  which  place  this 
delicate  river  takes  a  swift  career  betwixt  many  mighty  rocki^  much  higher  and  b^er 
than  St  Paul's  Church  before  'twas  burnt  And  this  Dove  being  opposed  Inr  one  c^the 
highest  of  them,  has  at  last  forced  itself  a  way  through  it ;  and  alter  a  mile's  conceal- 
ment, appears  again  with  more  glory  and  beauty  than  before  that  opposition,  running 
through  the  most  pleasant  valleys  and  most  fruitful  meadows  that  this  nation  can  justly 
boast  of.— Waltow. 
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slippery,  cobling  stones.*  Believe  me,  Sir,  there  you  were  nimble, 
or  else  you  had  been  down.  But  now  you  are  got  over,  look  to 
yourself :  for,  on  my  word,  if  a  fish  rise  here,  he  is  like  to  be  such 
a  one  as  will  endanger  your  tackle.     How  now  ! 

Viator.  I  think  you  have  sudh  command  here  over  the 
fishes,  that  you  can  raise  them  by  your  word,  as  they  say  con- 
jurors can  do  spirits,  and  afterward  make  them  do  what  you  bid 
them  ;  for  here's  a  Trout  has  taken  my  fly ;  I  had  rather  have 
lost  a  crown.  What  luck's  this  !  he  was  a  lovely  fish,  and 
turned  up  a  side  like  a  Salmon. 

PiSCATOR.  O  Sir,  this  is  a  war  where  you  sometimes  win, 
and  must  sometimes  expect  to  lose.  Never  concern  yourself  for 
the  loss  of  your  fly ;  for  ten  to  one  I  teach  you  to  make  a  better. 
Who's  that  calls  ? 

Servant.     Sir,  will  it  please  you  to  come  to  dinner  ? 

PiSCATOR.  We  come.  You  hear,  Sir,  we  are  called  :  and 
now  take  your  choice,  whether  you  will  climb  this  steep  hill 
before  you,  firom  the  top  of  which  you  will  go  directly  into  the 
house,  or  back  again,  over  these  stepping-stones,  and  about  by 
the  bridge. 

Viator.  Nay,  suire  the  nearest  way  is  best ;  at  least  my 
stomach  tells  me  so  ;  and  I  am  now  so  well  acquainted  with  the 
rocks,  that  I  fear  them  riot. 

PiSCATOR.  Come  then,  follow  me.  And  so  soon  as  we  have 
dined,  we  will  down  again  to  the  little  house  :  where  I  will  begin, 
at  the  place  I  left  off,  about  fly-fishing,  and  read  you  another 
lecture ;  for  I  have  a  great  deal  more  to  say  upon  that  subject. 

Viator.  The  more  the  better  ;  I  could  never  have  met  with 
a  more  obliging*master,  my  first  excepted.  Nor  such  sport  can 
all  the  rivers  about  London  ever  afford  as  is  to  be  found  in  this 
pretty  river. 

PiSCATOR.  You  deserve  to  have  better ;  both  because  I  see 
you  are  wiUing  to  take  pains,  and  for  liking  this  little  so  well ;  and 
better  I  hope  to  show  you  before  we  part 

Viator.  Come,  Sir,  having  now  well  dined,  and  being  again 
set  in  your  little  house,  I  will  now  challenge  your 

"^'  *  promise,  and  entreat  you  to  proceed  in  your  instruc- 
tion for  fly-fishing  j  which,  that  you  may  be  the  better  encouraged 

*  Mr  Bagster,  who  visited  the  spot  in  the  autumn  of  18x4,  for  the  purpose  of  identify- 
ing the  scenery,  and  who  went  step  by  step  over  the  ground  which  is  the  scene  of  this 
dialogue,  says  that  "  the  undeviating  accuracy  of  delineation  is  very  striking :  but  at 
this  sphot  an  aUcration  was  made  a  few  years  since,  by  aitting  aytxy  part  of  the  rock,  and 
removing  the  bridge,  the  site  of  which  is  still  maxicea  by  fragments  of  stone." 
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to  do,  I  will  assure  you,  that  I  have  not  lost,  I  think,  one  syllable 
of  what  you  have  told  me  :  but  very  well  retain  all  your  directions^ 
both  for  the  rod,  line,  and  making  a  fly,  and  now  desire  an 
account  of  the  flies  themselves. 

PiSCATOR,  Why,  Sir,  I  am  ready  to  give  it  you,  and  shall 
have  the  whole  afternoon  to  do  it  in,  if  nobody  come  in  to  inter- 
rupt us ;  for  you  must  know  (besides  the  unfitness  of  the  day) 
that  the  afternoons,  so  early  in  March,  signify  very  little  to  angling 
with  a  fly,  though  with  a  minnow,  or  a  worm,  something  might  ( I 
confess)  be  done. 

To  begin,  then,  where  1  left  off".  My  father  Walton  tells  us  of 
but  twelve  artificial  flies  only,  to  angle  with  at  the  top,  and  gives 
their  names ;  of  which  some  are  common  with  us  here ;  and  I 
think  I  guess  at  most  of  them  by  his  description,  and  I  believe 
they  all  breed  and  are  taken  in  our  rivers,  though  we  do  not  make 
them  either  of  the  same  dubbing  or  fashion.  And  it  may  be  in 
the  rivers  about  London,  which  I  presume  he  has  most  frequented, 
and  where  'tis  hkely  he  has  done  most  execution,  there  is  not  much 
notice  taken  of  many  more  :  but  we  are  acquainted  with  several 
others  here,  though  perhaps  I  may  reckon  some  of  his  by  other 
names  too ;  but  if  I  do,  I  shall  make  you  amends  by  an  addition 
to  his  catalogue.  And  although  the  forenamed  great  master  in 
the  art  of  angling,  for  so  in  truth  he  is,  tells  you  that  no  man 
should,  in  honesty,  catch  a  Trout  till  the  middle  of  March,  yet  I 
hope  he  will  give  a  man  leave  sooner  to  take  a  Grayling,  which, 
as  I  told  you,  is  in  the  dead  months  in  his  best  season  :  and  do 
assure  you,  which  I  remember  by  a  very  remarkable  token,  I  did 
once  take  upon  the  sixth  day  of  December  one,  and  only  one,  of 
the  biggest  Graylings,  and  the  best  in  season,  tkat  ever  I  yet  saw 
or  tasted ;  and  do  usually  take  Trouts  too,  and  with  a  fly,  not 
only  before  the  middle  of  this  month,  but  almost  every' year  in 
February,  unless  it  be  a  very  ill  spring  indeed  ;  and  have  some- 
times in  January,  so  early  as  New-year's  tide,  and  in  frost  and  snow, 
taken  Grayling  in  a  warm  sunshine  day  for  an  hour  or  two  about 
noon  :  and  to  fish  for  him  with  a  Grub,  it  is  then  the  best  time 
of  all 

I  shall  therefore  begin  my  fly-fishing  with  that  month  (though, 
I  confess,  very  few  begin  so  soon,  and  that  such  as  are  so  fond  of 
the  sport  as  to  embrace  all  opportunities  can  rarely  in  that  month 
find  a  day  fit  for  their  purpose),  and  tell  you  that,  upon  my 
knowledge,  these  flies,  in  a  warm  sun,  for  an  hour  or  two  in  the 
day,  are  certainly  taken. 
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JANUARY. 

1.  A  Red  Brown  with  wings  of  the  male  of  a  mallard  almost  white ; 
the  dabbing  of  the  tail  of  a  black  long-coated  cur,  such  as  they  commonly 
make  muffs  of;  for  the  hair  on  the  tail  of  such  a  dog  dyes,  and  turns  to  a 
red  brown,  but  the  hair  of  a  smooth-coated  dog  of  the  same  colour  will  not 
do,  because  it  will  not  dye,  but  retains  its  natural  colour.  And  this  fly  is 
taken,  in  a  warm  sun,  this  whole  month  through. 

2.  There  is  also  a  very  little  Bright  Dun  Gnat,  as  little  as  can  possibly 
be  made,  so  little  as  never  to  be  fished  with,  with  above  one  hair  next  the 
hook ;  and  this  is  to  be  made  of  a  mixed  dubbing  of  marten's  fur,  and  the 
white  of  a  hare's  scut,  with  a  very  white  and  small  wing ;  and  it  is  no 
great  matter  how  fine  you  fish,  for  nothing  will  rise  in  this  month  but  a 
Grayling ;  and  of  them  I  never,  at  this  season,  saw  any  taken  with  a  fly, 
of  above  a  foot  long,  in  my  life :  but  of  little  ones  about  the  bigness 
of  a  smelt,  in  a  warm  day,  and  a  glowing  sun,  you  may  take  enough 
with  these  two  flies ;  and  they  are  both  taken  the  whole  month 
through. 

FEBRUARY. 

1.  Where  the  Red  Brown  of  the  last  month  ends,  another,  almost  of 
the  same  colour,  begins  with  this ;  saving  that  the  dubbing  of  this  must  be 
of  something  a  blacker  colour,  and  both  of  them  wrapt  on  with  red  silk. 
The  dubbing  that  should  make  this  fly,  and  that  is  the  truest  colour,  is 
to  be  got  on  the  black  spot  of  a  hog's  ear  :  not  that  a  black  spot  in  any 
part  of  the  hog  will  not  afford  the  same  colour,  but  that  the  hair  in  that 
place  is>  by  many  degrees,  softer,  and  more  fit  for  the  purpose.  His  wing 
must  be  as  the  other;  and  this  kills  all  this  month,  and  is  called  the 
Lesser  Red  Brown. 

2.  This  month,  also,  a  Plain  Hackle,  or  palmer-fly,  made  with  a 
rough  black  body,  either  of  black  spaniel's  fur,  or  the  whirl  of  an  ostrich 
feather,  and  the  red  hackle  of  a  capon  over  all,  will  kill,  and  if  the  weather 
be  right,  make  very  good  sport 

3.  Also  a  Lesser  Hackle,  with  a  black  body,  also  silver  twist  over 
that,  and  a  red  feather  over  all,  will  fill  your  pannier,  if  the  month  be  open, 
and  not  bound  up  in  ice  and  snow,  with  very  good  fish  ;  but  in  case  of  a 
frost  and  snow,  you  are  to  angle  only  with  the  smallest  gnats,  browns,  and 
duns  you  can  maJce ;  and  with  those  are  only  to  expect  Graylings  no  bigger 
than  sprats. 

4.  In  this  month,  upon  a  whirling-round  water,  we  have  a  Great 
Hackle,  the  body  black,  and  wrapt  with  a  red  feather  of  a  capon  im- 
trimmed  ;  that  is,  the  whole  length  of  the  hackle  staring  out  (for  we 
sometimes  l^rb  the  hackle-feather  short  all  over ;  sometimes  barb  it  only 
a  little,  and  sometimes  barb  it  close  underneath),  leaving  the  whole  length 
of  Ihe  feather  on  the  top  or  back  of  the  fly,  which  makes  it  swim  better, 
and,  as  occasion  serves,  kills  very  great  fish. 

5.  We  make  use  also,  in  this  month,  of  another  Great  Hackle,  the 
body  black,  and  ribbed  over  with  gold  twist,  and  a  red  feather  over  all ; 
which  also  does  great  execution. 

6.  Abo  a  Great  Dun,  made  with  dun  bear's  hair,  and  the  wings,  of  the 
grey  feather  of  a  mallard  near  unto  the  tail ;  which  is  absolutely  the  best 
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fly  can  be  thrown  upon  a  river  this  month,  and  with  which  an  angler  shall 
have  admirable  sport. 

7.  We  have  also  this  month  the  Great  Blue  Dun,  the  dubbing  of  the 
bottom  of  bear's  hair  next  to  the  roots,  raixt  with  a  little  blue  camlet ;  the 
wings,  of  the  dark  grey  feather  of  a  mallard. 

8.  We  have  also  this  month  a  Dark  Brown,  the  dubbing  of  the  brown 
hair  off  the  flank  of  a  brended  cow ;  and  the  wings,  of  the  grej  drake's 
feather. 

And  note,  that  these  several  hackles,  or  palmer-flies,  are  some  for  one 
water  and  one  sky,  and  some  for  another ;  and  according  to  the  change  of 
those,  we  alter  their  size  and  colour.  And  note  also,  that  both  in  this,  and 
all  other  months  of  the  year,  when  you  do  not  certainly  know  what  fly 
is  taken,  or  cannot  see  any  flsh  to  rise,  you  are  then  to  put  on  a  small 
hackle,  if  the  water  be  clear,  or  a  bigger,  if  something  dark,  until  you 
have  taken  one ;  and  then  thrusting  your  flnger  through  his  gills,  to  pull 
out  his  gorge,  which  being  opened  with  your  knife,  you  will  then  discover 
what  fly  is  taken,  and  may  fit  yourself  accordingly.* 

For  the  making  of  a  Hackle,  or  a  Palmer-fly,  my  father  Walton  has 
already  given  you  sufficient  direction. 

MARCH. 

For  this  month  you  are  to  use  all  the  same  hackles  and  flies  with  the 
other  ;  but  you  are  to  make  them  less. 

1.  We  have,  besides,  for  this  month  a  little  Dun,  called  a  Whirlinq 
Dun,  though  it  is  not  the  Whirling  Dun,  indeed,  which  is  one  of  the  best 
flies  we  have ;  and  for  this,  the  dubbing  must  be  of  the  bottom  fiir  of  a 
squirrel's  tail ;  and  the  wing  of  the  grey  feather  of  a  drake. 

2.  Also  a  Bright  Brown  ;  the  dubbing  either  of  the  brown  of  a  spaniel, 
or  that  of  a  cow*s  flank,  with  a  grey  wing. 

3.  Also  a  Whitish  Dun  ;  made  of  the  roots  of  camel's  hair ;  and  the 
wings,  of  the  grey  feather  of  a  mallard. 

4.  There  is  also  for  this  month  a  fly  called  the  Thorn-Tree  Fly  ;  the 
dubbing  an  absolute  black,  mixed  with  eight  or  ten  hairs  of  Isabella- 
coloured  t  mohair ;  the  body  as  little  as  can  be  made,  and  the  wings  of  a 
bright  mallard's  feather.  An  admirable  fly,  and  in  great  repute  amongst 
us  for  a  killer. 

5.  There  is,  besides  this,  another  Blue  Dun  ;  the  dubbing  of  which  it 
is  made  being  thus  to  be  got.    Take  a  small  toothcomb,  and  with  it  comb 

*  ThiR  is  a  very  questionable  guide,  as  fi^h  will  frequently  rise  at  an  artificial  fly  of 
quite  a  different  colour  to  those  (laying  on  the  water,  and  on  which  they^  have  been  pre- 
viously feeding.  VenaWes  and  other  writers  on  the  subject  of  angling  give  directions  to 
beat  tne  bushes  by  the  side  of  a  stream,  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  whatkind  of  flies  are 
abroad,  a  piece  of  information  which  is  of  no  practical  utility. 

t  ISABBLLA,  Spezie  di  colore  che  partecipa  del  bianco  e  del  giano. — AltUrCs  DUtwf 
ary.  A  kind  of  whitish  yellow,  or,  as  some  say,  buff  colour  a  Tittle  soiled- 
How  it  came  by  this  name  will  appear  from  the  following  anecdote,  for  which  I  am 
obliged  to  a  very  ingenious  and  learned  lady :  The  Archduke  Albertus,  who  had 
married  the  Infanta  Ij^bella.  daughter  of  Philip  the  Second,  King  of  Spain,  with  whom 
he  had  the  Low  Countries  in  dowry,  in  the  year  1603,  having  determined  to  lay  siege 
to  Ostend,  then  in  the  possession  of  the  heretics  his  pious  pnncess,  who  attended  him 
in  that  expedition,  made  a  vow,  that  till  it  was  taken  bhe  would  never  change  her 
clothes.  Contnuy  to  expectation,  9i%  the  story  says,  it  was  three  years  before  the  place 
was  reduced;  in  which  time  her  Highness's  linen  had  acquired  the  above-mentioned 
hue — H. 


Digitized 


by  Google 


CHAP.  VII.]  THE  SECOND  DA  Y.  255 

the  neck  of  a  black  greyhound,  and  the  down  tliat  sticks  in  the  teeth  will 
be  the  finest  blue  that  ever  you  saw.  The  wings  of  this  fly  can  hardly  be 
too  white ;  and  he  is  taken  about  the  tenth  of  this  month,  and  lasteth  till 
the  four-and-twentieth. 

6.  From  the  tenth  of  this  month  also,  till  towards  the  end,  is  taken  a 
little  Black  Gnat.  The  dubbing,  either  of  the  fur  of  a  black  water-dog, 
or  the  down  of  a  young  black  water-coot ;  the  wings,  of  the  male  of  a 
mallard  as  white  as  may  be ;  the  body  as  little  as  you  can  possibly  make 
it,  and  the  wings  as  short  as  his  body. 

7.  From  the  sixteenth  of  this  month  also,  to  the  end  of  it,  we  use  a 
Bright  Brown  ;  the  dubbing  for  which  is  to  be  had  out  of  a  skinner's 
hme-pits,  and  of  the  hair  of  an  abortive  calf,  which  the  lime  will  turn  to  be 
so  bright,  as  to  shine  like  gold ;  for  the  wings  of  this  fly,  the  feather  of  a 
brown  hen  is  best.     Which  fly  is  also  taken  till  the  tenth  of  April. 

APRIL. 

All  the  same  hackles  and  flies  that  were  taken  in  March  will  be  taken 
in  this  month  also,  with  this  distmction  only  concerning  the  flies,  that  all 
the  browns  be  lapt  with  red  silk,  and  the  dun^  with  yellow. 

1.  To  these  a  Small  Bright  Brown  made  of  spaniel's  fur,  with  a 
light-grey  wing,  in  a  bright  day,  and  a  clear  water,  is  very  well  taken. 

2.  We  have,  too,  a  little  Dark  Brown  ;  the  dubbing  of  that  colour, 
and  some  violet  camlet  mixt ;  and  the  wing  of  a  grey  feather  of  a  mal- 
lard. 

3.  From  the  sixth  of  this  month  to  the  tenth  we  have  also  a  fly  called 
the  Violet-Fly  ;  made  of  a  dark  violet  stuff";  with  the  wings,  of  a  grey 
feather  of  a  mallard. 

4.  About  the  twelfth  of  this  month  comes  in  the  fly  called  the  Whirling 
Dun,  which  is  taken  every  day,  about  the  mid-time  of  day,  all  this  month 
through,  and,  by  fits,  from  thence  to  the  end  of  June  ;  *  and  is  commonly 
made  of  the  down  of  a  fox-cub,  which  is  of  an  ash  colour  at  the  roots  next 
the  skin,  and  ribbed  about  with  yellow  silk  ;  the  wings,  of  the  pale  grey 
feather  of  a  mallard. 

*  The  inutility  of  Uyinf  down  precise  rules  for  the  colour  of  the  flies  to  be  used  on 
particular  days  or  hours  of  the  day  must  be  obvious.  Walton  himself  has  humorously 
observed,  **that  whereas  it  is  said  by  many,  that  in  flyfishing  for  a  Trout,  the  angler 
must  obcerve  his  twelve  several  flies  for  the  twelve  months  of  the  year ;  I  say,  he  that 
follows  that  rule  shall  be  as  sure  to  catch  fish,  and  be  as^  wise  as  he  that  makes  hay  by 
the  fair  days  in  an  sUmanac,  and  no  surer."  The  directions  contained  in  the  following 
rhyme,  respecting  the  colour  of  flies  adapted  to  a  certain  time  of  the  day,  are  at  least  as 
useful  as  the  others  which  have  been  published  : — 

A  brown-red  fly  at  morning  grey,  At  eve,  when  twilight  shades  prevail* 

A  darker  dun  in  clearer  day :  Try  the  hackle  white  and  suail : 

When  summer  rains  have  swelled  the  flood.  Be  mindful  aye  your  fly  to  throw 

The  hackle  red  and  worm  are  good  ;  Light  as  falls  the  flaky  snow. 

"To  make  a  fly  is  so  essential,  that  he  hardly  deserves  the  name  of  an  angler  who 
cannot  do  it.  l*here  are  many  who  will  go  to  a  tackle-shop,  and  tell  the  master  of  it,  as 
Dapper  does  Subtle  in  the  AlcArmistt  that  they  want  a  Ay  :  for  which  they  have  a  thing 
put  mto  their  hands  that  would  pose  a  naturalist  to  find  a  resemblance  for :  though, 
when  particular  directions  have  been  given,  I  have  known  them  excellently  made  by  the 
persons  employed  by  the  fishing-tackle  makers  in  London.  But  do  thou,  my  hone<(t 
friend,  learn  to  make  thy  own  flies :  and  be  assured,  that  in  collecting  and  arranging  the 
materials  and  imitating  the  various  shapes  and  colours  of  these  admirable  creatures» 
there  is  little  less  pleasure  than  even  in  catching  fish." — U. 
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5.  There  is  also  a  Yellow  Dun,  the  dabbing  of  camel's  hair,  and  y^ow 
camlet,  or  wool,  mixt,  and  a  white-grey  wing. 

6.  There  is  also  this  month  another  Little  Browk,  besides  that 
mentioned  before,  made  with  a  very  slender  body  ;  the  dabbing  of  dairk 
brown  and  violet  camlet,  mixt,  and  a  grey  wing ;  which,  though  the 
direction  for  the  making  be  near  the  other,  is  yet  another  fly,  and  will 
take  when  the  other  will  not,  especially  in  a  bright  day  and  a  clear 
water. 

7.  About  the  twentieth  of  this  month  comes  in  a  fly  called  the  Horse- 
flesh Fly  ;  the  dubbing  of  which  is  a  blue  mohair,  with  pink-coloured 
and  red  tammy  mixt,  a  light  coloured  wing,  and  a  dark  brown  head.  This 
fly  is  taken  best  in  an  evening,  and  kills  from  two  hoars  before  sunset  tiH 
twilight,  and  is  taken  the  month  throagh. 

MAY. 

And  now,  Sir,  that  we  are  entering  into  the  month  of  May,  I 
think  it  requisite  to  beg  not  only  your  attention,  but  also  your 
best  patience,  for  I  must  now  be  a  little  tedious  with  you,  and 
dwell  upon  this  month  longer  than  ordinary ;  which  that  you  may 
the  better  endure,  I  must  tell  you,  this  month  deserves  and  requires 
to  be  insisted  on,  forasmuch  as  it  alone,  and  the  next  following, 
afford  more  pleasure  to  the  fly-angler  than  all  the  rest :  and  here 
it  is  that  you  are  to  expect  an  account  of  the  Green-drake  and 
Stone-fly,  promised  you  so  long  ago,  and  some  others  that  are 
peculiar  to  this  month  and  part  of  the  month  following,  and  that, 
though  not  so  great  either  in  bulk  or  name,  do  yet  stand  in  com- 
petition with  the  two  before-named,  and  so  that  it  is  yet  undecided 
amongst  the  anglers  to  which  of  the  pretenders  to  the  title  of  the 
May-fly  it  does  properly  and  duly  belong.  Neither  dare  I,  where 
so  many  of  the  learned  in  this  art  of  angling  are  got  in  dispute 
about  the  controversy,  take  upon  me  to  determine ;  but  I  think  I 
ought  to  have  a  vote  amongst  them,  and  according  to  that  privilege 
shall  give  you  my  free  opinion,  and  peradventure  when  I  have 
told  you  all,  you  may  incline  to  think  me  in  the  right 

Viator.  I  have  so  great  a  deference  to  your  judgment  in  these 
matters,  that  I  must  always  be  of  your  opinion ;  and  the  more 
you  speak,  the  faster  I  grow  to  my  attention,  for  I  can  never  be 
weary  of  hearing  you  upon  this  subject 

PisCATOR.  ^^Xt  that's  encouragement  enough;  and  now 
prepare  yourself  for  a  tedious  lecture  ;  but  I  will  first  begin  with 
the  flies  of  less  esteem,  though  almost  anything  will  take  a  Trout 
in  May,  that  I  may  afterwards  insbt  the  longer  upon  those  ot 
greater  note  and  reputation.  Know,  therefore,  that  the  first  fly 
we  take  notice  of  in  this  month  is  called — 
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1.  The  Turkey-Fly  ;  the  dubbing  ravelled  out  of  some  blue  stuff,  and 
lapt  about  with  yellow  silk  ;  tlie  wings  of  a  grey  mallard's  feather. 

2.  Next,  a  Great  Hackle,  or  Palmer-Fly,  with  a  yellow  body, 
ribbed  with  gold  twist,  and  large  wings  of  a  mallard's  feather  dyed  yellow, 
with  a  red  capon's  hackle  over  all. 

3.  Then  a  Black- Fly  ;  the  dubbing  of  a  black  spaniel's  fur,  and  the 
wings  of  a  grey  mallard's  feather. 

4.  After  that,  a  Light  Brown,  with  a  slender  body,  the  dubbing 
twirled  upon  small  red  silk,  and  raised  with  the  point  of  a  needle,  that 
the  ribs  or  rows  of  silk  may  appear  through  the  wings  of  the  grey  feather 
of  a  msdlard. 

5.  Next  a  Little  Dun  ;  the  dubbing  of  a  bear's  dun  whirled  upon 
Jlow  silk  ;  the  wings  of  a  grey  feather  of  a  mallard. 

6.  Then  a  White  Gnat,  with  a  pale  wing,  and  a  black  head. 

7.  There  is  also  in  this  month  a  fly  called  the  Peacock-Fly  ;  the  body 
made  of  a  whirl  of  a  peacock's  feather,  with  a  red  head,  and  wings  of  a 
mallard's  feather. 

8.  We  have  then  another  very  killing  fly,  known  by  the  name  of  the 
Dun-Cut  ;  the  dubbing  of  which  is  a  bear's  dun,  >vith  a  little  blue  and 
yellow  mixt  with  it,  a  large  dun  wing,  and  two  horns  at  the  head,  made  of 
the  hairs  of  a  squirrel's  tail. 

Q.  The  next  is  a  Cow-Lady,  a  little  fly ;  the  body  of  a  peacock's 
feather,  the  wing  of  a  red  feather,  or  strips  of  the  red  hackly  of  a  cock. 

10.  We  have  then  the  Cow-Dung  fly ;  the  dubbing  light  brown  and 
yellow  mixt ;  the  wing,  the  dark  grey  feather  of  a  mallanl.  And  note,  that 
besides  these  above  mentioned,  all  the  same  hackles  and  flies,  the  hackles 
only  brighter  and  the  flies  smaller,  that  are  taken  in  April,  will  also  be 
taken  this  month,  as  all  Browns  and  Duns.  And  now  I  come  to  my  Stone- 
fly  and  Green-drake,  which  are  the  matadores  for  Trout  and  Grayling,  and 
in  their  season  kill  more  flsh  in  our  Derb3rshire  rivers  than  all  the  rest, 
past  and  to  come,  in  the  whole  year  besides. 

But  first  I  am  to  tell  you,  that  we  have  four  several  flies  which  contend 
for  the  title  of  the  May-fly,  namely,  the  Green-Drake  ;  the  Stone-Fly; 
the  Black-Fly  ;  and  the  Little  Yellow  May-Fly.  And  all  these 
have  their  champions  and  advocates  to  dispute  and  plead  their  priority ; 
though  I  do  not  understand  why  the  two  last  named  should  ;  the  flrst  two 
having  so  manifestly  the  advantage,  both  in  their  beauty  and  the  wonder- 
ful execution  they  do  in  their  season. 

11.  Of  these  the  Green-Drake  comes  in  about  the  twentieth  of  this 
month,  or  betwixt  that  and  the  latter  end,  for  they  are  sometimes  sooner 
and  sometimes  later,  according  to  the  quality  of  the  year,  but  never  well 
taken  till  towards  the  end  of  this  month  and  the  beginning  of  June.  The 
Stone-Fly  comes  much  sooner,  so  early  as  the  middle  of  April,  but  is 
never  well  taken  till  towards  the  middle  of  May,  and  continues  to  kill 
much  longer  than  the  green-drake  sta3rs  with  us,  so  long  as  to  the  end 
almost  of  June ;  and,  indeed,  so  long  as  there  are  any  of  them  to  be  seen 
upon  the  water ;  and  sometimes  in  an  artificial  fly,  and  late  at  night,  or 
before  sunrise  in  a  morning,  longer.* 

Now  both  these  flies,  and  I  believe  many  others,  though  I  think  not  all, 
are  certainly  and  demonstratively  bred  in  the  very  rivers  where  they  are 
taken  ;  our  cadis  or  cod-bait,  which  lie  under  stones  in  the  bottom  of  the 
water,  most  of  them  turning  into  those  two  flies,  and  being  gathered  in  the 
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husk,  or  crust,  near  the  time  of  their  maturity,  are  very  easily  known  and 
distinguished,  and  are  of  all  other  the  most  remarkable,  both  for  their  size, 
as  being  of  all  other  the  biggest,  the  shortest  of  them  being  a  full  indi  long 
or  more,  and  for  the  execution  th^  do,  the  Trout  and  Grayling  being 
much  more  greedy  of  them  than  of  any  others ;  and  indeed  the  Troot 
never  feeds  fat,  nor  comes  into  his  perfect  season,  till  these  flies  come  in. 

Of  these  the  Green-Drake  never  discloses  from  his  husk,  till  be  be 
first  there  grown  to  full  maturity,  body,  wings,  and  all ;  and  then  he  creeps 
out  of  his  cell,  but  with  his  wings  so  crimpt  and  ruffled,  by  being  prest 
together  in  that  narrow  room,  that  they  are  for  some  hours  totally  useless 
to  him ;  by  which  means  he  is  compelled  either  to  creep  upon  the  flags, 
•edges,  and  blades  of  grass,  if  his  first  rising  from  the  bottom  of  the  water 
be  near  the  banks  of  the  river,  till  the  air  and  sun  stiffen  and  smooth 
them  :  or  if  his  first  appearance  above  water  happen  to  be  in  the  middle, 
he  then  lies  upon  the  surface  of  the  water,  like  a  ship  at  hull,  for  his  feet 
are  totally  useless  to  him  there,  and  he  cannot  creep  upon  the  water  as 
the  stone-fly  can,  until  his  wings  have  got  stifihess  to  fly  with,  if  by  some 
Trout  or  Grayling  he  be  not  taken  in  the  interim,  which  ten  to  one  he  ix, 
and  then  his  wings  stand  hij^h,  and  closed  exact  upon  his  back,  like  the 
butterfly,  and  his  motion  in  flying  is  the  same.      His  body  is  in  some  of  a 
paler,  in  others  of  a  darker  yellow,  for  they  are  not  all  exactly  of  a  colour, 
ribbed  with  rows  of  ^een,  long,  slender,  and  growing  sharp  towards  the 
tail,  at  the  end  of  which  he  has  three  long  small  whisks  of  a  very  dark 
colour,  almost  black,  and  his  tail  turns  up  towards  his  back  like  a  mallard, 
from  whence,  questionless,  he  has  his  name  of  the  Green-drake.    These,  as 
I  think  I  told  you  before,  we  commonly  dape  or  dibble  with ;  and  having 
gathered  great  store  of  them  into  a  long  draw  box,  with  holes  in  the  cover 
to  give  them  air,  where  also  they  will  continue  fresh  and  vigorous  a  night 
or  more,  we  take  them  out  thence  by  the  wings,  and  bait  them  thus  upon 
the  hook.    We  first  take  one,  for  we  commonly  fish  with  two  of  them  at  a 
time,  and  putting  the  point  of  the  hook  into  the  thickest  part  of  his  body, 
under  one  of  his  wings,  nm  it  directly  through,  and  out  at  the  other  side, 
leaving  him  spitted  cross  upon  the  hook ;  and  then  taking  the  other,  put 
him  on  after  the  same  manner,  but  with  his  head  the  contrary  way ;  in 
which  posture  they  will  live  upon  the  hook  and  play  with  their  wings  for 
a  <iuarter  of  an  hour  or  more  ;  but  you  must  have  a  care  to  keep  th^ir 
wings  dry,  both  from  the  water,  and  also  that  your  fingers  be  not  wet 
when  you  take  them  out  to  bait  them,  for  then  your  bait  is  s|>oiled. 

Having  now  told  you  how  to  angle  with  this  fly  alive,  I  am  now  to  tell 
you  next  how  to  make  an  artificial  fly,  that  will  so  perfectly  resemble  him, 
as  to  be  taken  on  a  rough  windy  day,  when  no  flies  can  lie  upon  the  water, 
nor  are  to  be  found  about  the  b^nks  and  sides  of  the  river,  to  a  wonder; 
and  with  which  you  shall  certainly  kill  the  best  Trout  and  Grayling  in  the 
river. 

The  artificial  Green-drake  then  is  made  upon  a  large  hook,  the  dubbing 
camel's  hair,  bright  bear's  hair,  the  soft  down  that  is  combed  from  a  hog's 
bristles,  and  yellow  camlet,  well  mixt  together;  the  body  long,  and 
ribbed  about  with  green  silk,  or  rather  yellow,  waxed  with  green  wax,  the 
whisks  of  the  tail  of  the  long  hairs  of  sables,  or  fitchet,  and  the  wings  of 
the  white-grey  feather  of  a  xnallard,  dyed  yellow,  which  also  is  to  be  dyed 
thus: — 

Take  the  root  of  a  barbary-tree,  and  shave  it,  and  put  to  it  woody  viss, 
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iMrith  as  much  alum  as  a  walnut,  and  boil  jrour  feathers  in  it  with  rain- 
ivater ;  and  they  will  be  a  very  fine  yellow. 

I  have  now  done  with  the  Green-drake,  excepting  to  tell  you,  that  he  is 
tadcen  at  all  hours,  during  his  season,  whilst  there  is  any  day  upon  the  sky ; 
and  with  a  inade  fly  I  once  took,  ten  days  after  he  was  absolutely  gone,  in 
a  cloudy  day,  after  a  shower,  and  in  a  whistling  wind,  five-and-thirty  very 
gjeat  Trouts  and  Graylings,  betwixt  five  and  eight  of  the  clock  in  the 
evening,  and  had  no  less  than  five  or  six  flies,  with  three  good  hairs 
apiece,  taken  from  me  in  despite  of  my  heart,  besides. 

12.  I  should  now  come  next  to  the  Stone-fly,  but  there  is  another  gentle- 
man in  my  way  that  must  of  necessity  come  in  between,  and  that  is  the 
Grey-Drake,  which  in  all  shapes  and  dimensions  is  perfectly  the  same 
-with  the  other,  but  quite  almost  of  another  colour,  being  of  a  paler,  and 
more  livid  yellow,  and  green,  and  ribbed  with  black  quite  down  his  body, 
-with  black  shining  wings,  and  so  diaphanous  and  tender,  cobweb-like, 
that  they  are  of  no  manner  of  use  for  daping,  but  come  in,  and  are  taken 
after  the  green-drake,  and  in  an  artificial  fly  kill  very  well ;  which  fly  is 
thus  made :  the  dubbing  of  the  down  of  a  hog's  bristles  and  black  spaniel's 
fur  mixt,  and  ribbed  down  the  body  with  black  silk,  the  whisks  of  the  hairs 
of  the  beard  of  a  black  cat,  and  the  wings  of  the  black-grey  feather  of  a 
mallard. 

And  now  I  come  to  the  Stone-Fly  ;  but  am  afraid  I  have 
already  wearied  your  patience ;  which  if  I  have  I  beseech  you, 
freely  tell  me  so,  and  I  will  defer  the  remaining  instmctions  for 
fly-angling  till  some  other  time. 

Viator.  No,  truly,  Sir,  I  can  never  be  weary  of  hearing  you. 
But  if  you  think  fit,  because  I  am  afraid  I  am  too  troublesome, 
to  refresh  yourself  with  a  glass  and  a  pipe,  you  may  afterwards 
proceed,  and  I  shall  be  exceedingly  pleased  to  hear  you. 

Piscator.  I  thank  you.  Sir,  for  that  motion  ;  for,  believe 
me,  I  am  dry  with  talking  :  here,  boy  !  give  us  here  a  bottle  and 
a  glass ;  and.  Sir,  my  service  to  you,  and  to  all  our  friends  in  the 
South. 

Viator.  Your  servant.  Sir ;  and  TU  pledge  you  as  heartily ; 
for  the  good  powdered  beef  I  ate  at  dinner,  or  something  else, 
has  made  me  thirsty. 

viii  Viator.     So,  Sir,  I  am  now  ready  for  another 

lesson,  so  soon  as  you  please  to  give  it  me. 

Piscator.  And  I,  Sir,  as  ready  to  give  you  the  best  I  can. 
Having  told  you  the  time  of  the  Stone-fly's  coming  in,  and  that  he 
is  bred  of  a  cadis  in  the  very  river  where  he  is  taken,  I  am  next 
to  tell  you,  that — 

13.  This  same  Stone-Fly  has  not  the  patience  to  continue  in  his  crust 
or  husk,  till  his  wings  be  full  grown ;  but  so  soon  as  ever  they  b^n  to 
put  out,  that  he  feels  himself  strong,  at  which  time  we  call  him  a  J  ack, 
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iiqoeezes  himself  out  of  prison,  and  crawls  to  tbe  top  of  some  stone,  where 
if  he  can  6nd  a  chink  that  will  receive  him,  or  can  creep  betwixt  two  stones, 
the  one  lying  hollow  upon  the  other,  which,  by  the  way,  we  also  lay  so 
purposely  to  find  them,  he  there  lurks  till  his  wings  be  full  grown ;  and 
there  is  your  only  place  to  find  him  ;  and  from  thence  doubtless  he  derives 
his  name  ;  though,  for  want  of  such  convenience,  he  will  make  shift  with 
the  hollow  of  a  bank,  or  any  other  place  where  the  wind  cannot  come  to 
fetch  him  oft     His  body  is  long,  and  pretty  thick,  and  aft  broad  at  tbe  tail, 
almost,  as  in  the  middle :  his  colour  a  very  fine  brown,  ribbed  with  yellow, 
and  much  yellower  on  the  belly  than  the  back  :  he  has  two  or  three  whiski 
also  at  the  tag  of  his  tail,  and  two  little  horns  upon  his  head :  his  wings, 
when  full  grown,  are  double,  and  flat  down  his  back,  of  the  same  colour, 
but  rather  darker  than  his  body,  and  longer  than  it,  though  he  makes  but 
little  use  of  them ;  for  you  shall  rarely  see  him  fl3ring,  though  often 
swimming  and  paddling  with  several  feet  he  has  under  his  belly,  upon  the 
water,  without  stirring  a  wing.     But  the  Drake  will  mount  steeple-height 
into  the  air ;  though  he  is  to  be  found  upon  flaps  and  grass  too,  and  indeed 
everywhere,  high  and  low,  near  the  river  ;  there  being  so  many  of  them 
in  their  season  as,  were  they  not  a  vexy  inoffensive  insect,  would  look  like 
a  plague ;  and  these  drakes,  since  I  forgot  to  tell  you  before,  I  will  tell 
you  here,  are  taken  by  the  fish  to  that  incredible  degree,  that  upon  a  calm 
day  you  shall  see  the  still  deeps,  continually,  all  over  circles  by  the  fishes 
rising,    who  will  gorge  themselves  with  those  flies  till  they  purge  again 
out  of  their  gills  :  and  the  Trouts  are  at  that  time  so  lusty  and  strong,  that 
one  of  eight    or  ten  inches  lonc^  will  then  more  struggle  and  tug,  and 
more  endanger  your  tackle,    than  one    twice  as    big  in  winter.      But 
pardon  this  digression. 

This  Stone-fly  then  we  dape  or  dibble  with  as  with  the  Drake,  but  with 
this  difference,  that  whereas  the  Green-Drake  is  common  both  to  stream 
and  still,  and  to  all  hours  of  the  day,  we  seldom  dape  %vith  this  but  in  the 
streams,  for  in  a  whistling  wind,  a  made  fly,  in  the  deep,  is  better,  and 
rarely,  but  early  and  late,  it  not  being  so  proper  for  the  mid-time  of  the 
day  ;  though  a  great  Grayling  will  then  take  it  very  well  in  a  sharp  stream, 
and  here  and  there,  a  Trout  too,  but  much  better  toward  eight,  nine,  ten, 
or  eleven  of  the  clock  at  night,  at  which  time  also  the  best  flsh  rise,  and 
the  later  the  better,  provided  you  can  see  your  fly ;  and  when  you  can- 
not, a  made  fly  will  murder,  which  is  to  be  made  thus  :  the  dubbing,  of 
bear*8  dun  with  a  little  brown  and  yellow  camlet  very  well  mixt,  but  so 
placed  that  your  fly  may  be  more  yellow  on  the  belly  and  towaurds  the 
tail,  underneath,  than  in  any  other  part ;  and  you  are  to  place  two  or 
three  hairs  of  a  black  cat's  beard  on  the  top  of  the  hook,  in  your  arming,  so 
as  to  be  turned  up  when  you  warp  on  your  dubbing,  and  to  stand  almost 
upright,  and  stanng  one  fix)m  another ;  and  note,  that  your  fly  is  to  be 
ribbed  with  yellow  silk  ;  and  the  wings  long,  and  very  large,  ot  the  dark 
grey  feather  of  a  mallard. 

14.  The  next  May-fly  is  the  Black-Fly  ;  made  with  a  black  body,  of 
the  whirl  of  an  ostrich  feather,  ribbed  with  silver  twist,  and  the  black 
hackle  of  a  cock  over  all ;  and  is  a  killing  fly,  but  not  to  be  named  with 
either  of  the  other. 

15.  The  Ust  May-fly,  that  is,  of  the  four  pretenders,  is  the  Little 
Yellow  May-Fly  ;  in  shape  exactly  the  same  with  the  Green-drake,  but 
a  very  little  one,  and  of  as  bright  a  yellow  as  can  be  seen  :  which  is  made 
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of  a  bright  yellow  camlet,   and  the  wings  of  a  white-grey  feather  dyed 
yellow. 

16.  The  last  fly  for  this  month,  and  which  continues  all  June,  though  it 
comes  in  the  middle  of  May,  is  the  fly  called  the  Camlet-Fly,  in  shape 
like  a  moth,  with  fine  diapered  or  water  wings,  and  with  which,  as  I  told 
you  l>efore,  I  sometimes  used  to  dibble  ;  and  Grayling  will  rise  mightily  at 
it.  But  the  artificial  fly,  which  is  only  in  use  amongst  our  anglers,  is  made 
of  a  dark  brown  shinine  camlet  ribbed  over  with  a  very  small  light  green 
silk  :  the  wings  of  the  double-grey  feather  of  a  mallard ;  and  'tis  a  killing 
fly  for  small  f^.    And  so  much  for  May. 

JUNE. 
From  the  first  to  the  four-and-twentieth,  the  Green-drake  and  Stone-fly 
are  taken,  as  I  told  you  before. 

1.  From  the  twelfth  to  the  four-and-twentieth,  late  at  night,  is  taken  a 
fly  called  the  Owl-Fly  :  the  dubbing  of  a  white  weasel's  tail ;  and  a 
white-grey  wing. 

2.  We  have  then  another  dun,  called  the  Barm-Fly,  from  its  yeasty 
colour.  The  dubbing  of  the  fur  of  a  yellow-dun  cat,  and  a  grey  wing  of  a 
mallard's  feather. 

3.  We  have  also  a  Hackle  with  a  purple  body,  whipt  about  with  a 
red  capon's  feather. 

4.  As  also  a  GoLD-TwiST  Hackle  with  a  purple  body,  whipt  about 
with  a  red  capon's  feather. 

5.  To  these  we  have,  this  month,  a  Flesh-Fly.  The  dubbing  of  a 
black  spaniel's  fur  and  blue  wool  mixt,  and  a  grey  wing. 

6.  Also  another  little  Flesh- Fly,  the  body  made  of  the  whirl  of  a  pea- 
cock's  feather,  and  the  wings  of  the  grey  feather  of  a  drake. 

7.  We  have,  then,  the  Peacock- Fly,  the  body  and  wing,  both  made  of 
the  feather  of  that  bird. 

8.  There  is  also  the  flying-ant,  or  Ant-Fly,  the  dubbing  of  brown  and 
red  camlet  mixt,  with  a  liglit  grey  wing. 

9.  We  have  likewise  a  Brown  Gnat,  with  a  very  slender  bolly  of  brown 
and  violet  camlet  well  mixt,  and  a  light  grey  wing. 

10.  And  another  little  Black  Gnat,  the  dubbing  of  black  mohair,  and 
a  white-grey  wing. 

11.  As  also  a  Gbeen  Grasshopper,  the  dubbing  of  green  and  yellow 
wool  mixt,  ribbed  over  with  green  silk,  and  a  red  capon's  feather  over 
all. 

12.  And,  lastly,  a  little  Dun  Grasshopper,  the  body  slender,  made  of 
a  dun  camlet  and  a  dun  hackle  at  the  top. 

JULY. 
First,  all  the  small  flies  that  were  taken  in  June  are  also  taken  in  this 
month. 

1.  We  have  then  the  Orange  Fly,  the  dubbing  of  orange  wool,  and 
the  wing  of  a  black  feather. 

2.  Also  a  little  White  Dun,  the  body  made  of  white  mohair,  and  the 
wings,  blue,  of  a  heron's  feather. 

3.  We  have  likewise  this  month  a  Wasp-Fly,  made  either  of  a  dark 
brown  dubbing,  or  else  the  fur  of  a  black  cat's  tail,  ribbed  about  with 
yellow  silk,  and  the  wing  of  the  grey  feather  of  a  mallard. 
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4.  Another  fly  taken  this  month  is  a  Black  Hackle,  the  body  made 
of  Che  whirl  of  a  peacock's  feather,  and  a  black  hackle  feather  on  the  top. 
J.  We  have  also  another,  made  of  a  peacock's  whirl  without  wings. 

6.  Another  fly  also  is  taken  this  month,  called  the  Shell-Fly,  the 
dubbing  of  yellow-green  Jersey  wool,  and  a  little  white  hog's  hair  mixC, 
which  I  call  the  palm-fly,  and  do  believe  it  is  taken  for  a  pt^bOf  that  drops 
off  the  willows  into  the  water ;  for  this  fly  I  have  seen  Trouts  take  little 
pieces  of  moss,  as  they  have  swam  down  the  river ;  by  which  I  conclude 
that  the  best  wa^  to  hit  the  right  colour  is  to  compare  your  dubbing  with 
the  moss,  and  mix  the  colours  as  near  as  you  can. 

7.  There  is  also  taken,  this  month,  a  Black- Blue  Dun,  the  dubbing  of 
the  fur  of  a  black  rabbit  mixt  with  a  little  yellow,  the  wings  of  the  feather 
of  a  blue  pigeon's  wing. 

AUGUST. 
The  same  flies  with  July. 

1.  Then  another  Ant-Fly,  the  dubbing  of  the  black-brown  hair  of  a 
cow,  some  red  warpt  in  for  the  tag  of  his  tail,  and  a  dark  wing.  A  killing 
fly. 

2.  Next,  a  fly  called  the  Fern-Fly,  the  dubbing  of  the  fur  of  a  hare's 
neck,  that  is,  of  the  colour  of  fern  or  bracken,  with  a  darkish  grey  wing  of 
a  mallard's  feather.    A  killer  too. 

3.  Besides  these  we  have  a  White  Hackle,  the  body  of  white  mohair, 
and  warpt  about  with  a  white  hackle  feather ;  and  this  is,  assuredly, 
taken  for  thistle-down. 

4.  We  have  also,  this  month,  a  Harry  Long-Legs  ;  the  body  made  of 
bear's  dun  and  blue  wool  mixt,  and  a  brown  hackle  feather  over  all. 

Lastly,  in  this  month,  all  the  same  browns  and  duns  are  taken  that  were 
taken  in  May. 

SEPTEMBER. 

This  month  the  same  flies  are  taken  that  are  taken  in  April. 

1.  To  which  I  shall  only  add  a  Camel-Brown  fly,  the  dubbing  pulled 
out  of  the  li3ie  of  a  wall,  whipt  about  with  red  silk  ;  xmd  a  darkish  grey 
mallard's  feather  for  the  wing. 

2.  And  one  other  for  which  we  have  no  name ;  but  it  is  made  of  the 
black  hair  of  a  badger's  skin,  mixt  with  the  yellow  softest  down  of  a 
sanded  hog. 

OCTOBER. 

The  same  flies  are  taken  this  month  that  were  taken  in  March. 

NOVEMBER. 
The  same  flies  that  were  taken  in  February  are  taken  this  month  alsa 

DECEMBER. 

Few  men  angle  with  the  fly  this  month,  no  more  than  they  do  in  January ; 
but  yet,  if  the  weather  be  Mrarm,  as  I  have  known  it  sometimes  in  my  life 
to  be,  even  in  this  cold  country,  where  it  is  least  expected,  then  a  brown, 
that  looks  red  in  the  hand,  and  yellowish  betwixt  your  eye  and  the  son, 
will  both  raise  and  kill  in  a  clear  water  and  free  from  snow-broth  :  but,  at 
the  best,  it  is  hardly  worth  a  man's  labour. 

And  now,  Sir,  I  have  done  with  Fly-fishing,  or  Angling  at  the 
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top,  cxcq)ting,  once  more,  to  tell  you,  that  of  all  these,  and  I 

liave  named  you  a  great  many  very  killing  flies,  none  are  fit  to  be 

compared  with  the  Drake  and  Stone-fly,  both  for  many  and  very 

^eat  fish ;  and  yet  there  are  some  Days  that  are  by  no  means 

proper  for  the  sport     And  in  a  calm,  you  shall  not  have  near  so 

much  sport,  even  with  daping,  as  in  a  whistling  gale  of  wind,  for 

two  reasons,  both  because  you  are  not  then  so  easily  discovered  by 

the  fish,  and  also  because  there  are  then  but  few  flies  that  can  lie 

upon  the  water ;  for  where  they  have  so  much  choice,  you  may 

easily  imagine  they  will  not  be  so  eager  and  forward  to  rise  at 

a  bait,  that  both  the  shadow  of  your  body,  and  that  of  your  rod, 

nay,  of  your  very  line,  in  a  hot  calm  day,  will,  in  spite  of  your 

best  caution,  render  suspected  to  them  :   but  even  then,  in  swift 

streams,  or  by  sitting  down  patiently  behind  a  willow-bush,  you 

shall  do  more  execution  than  at  almost  any  other  time  of  the  year 

with  any  other  fly ;  though  one  may  sometimes  hit  of  a  day  when 

he  shall  come  home  very  well  satisfied  with  sport  with  several 

other  flies.    But  with  these  two,  the  Green-drake  and  the  Stone-fly, 

I  do  verily  believe  I  could  some  days  in  my  life,  had  I  not  been 

weary  of  slaughter,  have  loaden  a  lusty  boy ;  and  have  sometimes, 

I  do  honestly  assure  you,  given  over  upon  the  mere  account  of 

satiety  of  sport ;  which  will  be  no  hard  matter  to  believe,  when  I 

likewise  assure  you,  that  with  this  very  fly,  I  have,  in  this  very 

river  that  runs  by  us,  in  three  or  four  hours,  taken  thirty,  five-and- 

thirty,  and  forty  of  the  best  Trouts  in  the  river.     What  shame 

and  pity  is  it  then  that  such  a  river  should  be  destroyed  by  the 

basest  sort  of  people,  by  those  xmlawfiil  ways  of  fire  and  netting 

in  the  night,  and  of  damming,  groping,  spearing,  hanging,  and 

hooking  by  day  ;  which  are  now  grown  so  common,  that  though 

we  have  very  good  laws  to  punish  such  offenders,  every  rascal 

does  it,  for  aught  I  see,  impune. 

To  conclude,  I  cannot  now,  in  honesty,  but  frankly  tell  you, 
that  many  of  these  flies  I  have  named,  at  least  so  made  as  we 
make  them  here,  will  peradventure  do  you  no  great  service  in 
your  southern  rivers ;  and  will  not  conceal  from  you,  but  that  I 
have  sent  flies  to  several  friends  in  London,  that,  for  aught  I 
could  ever  hear,  never  did  any  great  feats  with  them  ;  and  there- 
fore if  you  intend  to  profit  by  my  instructions,  you  must  come  to 
angle  with  me  here  in  the  Peak  :  and  so,  if  you  please,  let  us  walk 
up  to  supper ;  and  to-morrow,  if  the  day  be  windy,  as  our  days 
here  commonly  are,  'tis  ten  to  one  but  we  shall  take  a  good  dish 
of  fish  for  dinner. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

PISCATOR.     A  good-day  to  you,  Sir ;   I  see  you  will  always 
be  stirring  before  me. 

Viator.  Why,  to  tell  you  the  truth,  I  am  so  allured  with  the 
sport  I  had  yesterday,  that  I  long  to  be  at  the  river  again ; 
and  when  I  heard  the  wind  sing  in  my  chamber  window,  could 
forbear  no  longer,  but  leapt  out  of  bed,  and  had  just  made  an  end 
of  dressing  myself  as  you  came  in. 

PiscATOR.  Well,  I  am  both  glad  you  are  so  ready  for  the  day, 
and  that  the  day  is  so  fit  for  you.  And  look  you,  I  have  made 
you  three  or  four  flies  this  morning  ;  this  silver-twist  hackle,  this 
bear's  dun,  this  light  brown,  and  this  dark  brown,  any  of  which  I 
daresay  will  do ;  but  you  may  try  them  all,  and  see  which  does 
best :  only  I  must  ask  your  pardon  that  I  cannot  wait  upon  you 
this  morning,  a  little  business  being  fallen  out,  that  for  two  or 
three  hours  will  deprive  me  of  your  company ;  but  I'll  come  and 
call  you  home  to  dinner,  and  my  man  shall  attend  you. 

Viator.  Oh,  Sir,  mind  your  affairs  by  all  means.  Do  but 
lend  me  a  little  of  your  skill  to  these  fine  flies,  and,  unless  it  have 
forsaken  me  since  yesterday,  I  shall  find  luck  of  my  own,  I  hope, 
to  do  something. 

PiscATOR.  The  best  instruction  I  can  give  you  is,  that  seeing 
the  wind  curls  the  water,  and  blows   the  right  way,  you  would 
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now  angle  up  the  still  deep  to-day ;  for  betwixt  the  rocks  where 
the  streams  are,  you  would  find  it  now  too  brisk ;  and  besides,  I 
would  have  you  take  fish  in  both  waters. 

Viator.  Til  obey  your  direction,  and  so  a  good-morning  to 
you.  Come,  young  man,  let  you  and  I  walk  together.  But  hark 
you,  Sir,  I  have  not  done  with  you  yet ;  I  expect  another  lesson 
for  angling  at  the  bottom,  in  the  afternoon. 

PiSCATOR.     Well,  Sir,  I'll  be  ready  for  you. 

PiSCATOR.     Oh,  Sir,  are  you  returned  ?  you  have 
but  just  prevented  me.     I  was  coming  to  call  you. 

Viator.     I  am  glad  then  I  have  saved  you  the  labour. 

PiSCATOR.     And  how  have  you  sped  ? 

Viator.  You  shall  see  that.  Sir,  presently;  look  you.  Sir, 
here  are  three  *  brace  of  Trouts,  one  of  them  the  biggest  but  one 
that  ever  I  killed  with  a  fly  in  my  life ;  and  yet  I  lost  a  bigger 
than  that,  with  my  fly  to  boot ;  and  here  are  three  Graylings,  and 
one  of  them  longer  by  some  inches  than  that  I  took  yesterday, 
and  yet  I  thought  that  a  good  one  too. 

PiSCATOR.  Why,  you  have  made  a  pretty  good  morning's 
work  on*t ;  and  now,  Sir,  what  think  you  of  our  river  Dove  ? 

Viator.  I  think  it  to  be  the  best  Trout-river  in  England ; 
and  am  so  far  in  love  with  it,  that  if  it  were  mine,  and  that  I  could 
keep  it  to  myself,  I  would  not  exchange  that  water  for  all  the  land 
it  runs  over,  to  be  totally  debarred  from*t. 

PiSCATOR.  That  compliment  to  the  river,  speaks  you  a  true 
lover  of  the  art  of  angling.  And  now,  Sir,  to  make  part  of  amends 
for  sending  you  so  uncivilly  out  alone  this  morning,  I  will  myself 
dress  you  this  dish  of  fish  for  your  dinner :  walk  but  into  the 
parlour,  you  will  find  one  book  or  other,  in  the  window,  to  entertain 
you  the  while  •  and  you  shall  have  it  presently. 
Viator.     Well,  Sir,  I  obey  you. 

PiSCATOR.     Look  you.  Sir,  have  I  not  made  haste  ? 
Viator.     Believe  me.  Sir,  that  you  have ;  and  it  looks  so  well, 
I  long  to  be  at  it. 

PiSCATOR.  Fall  to  then  :  now.  Sir,  what  say  you,  am  I  a 
tolerable  cook  or  no  .^ 

Viator.  So  good  a  one  that  I  did  never  eat  so  good  fish  in 
my  life.  This  fish  is  infinitely  better  than  any  I  ever  tasted  of 
the  kind  in  my  life.  'Tb  quite  another  thing  than  our  Trouts 
about  London. 

PiSCATOR.     You  would  say  so,  if  that  Trout  you  eat  of  were 

*  Spoke  like  a  South  cou  ntryman. 
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in  right  season  :  but  pray  eat  of  the  Grayling,  which,  upon  my 
word,  at  this  time,  is  by  much  the  better  fish. 

Viator.  In  earnest,  and  so  it  is.  And  I  have  one  request 
to  make  to  you,  which  is,  that  as  you  have  taught  me  to  catch 
Trout  and  Grayling,  you  will  now  teach  me  how  to  dress  them  as 
these  arc  drest,  which,  questionless,  is  of  all  other  the  best  way. 

PisCATOR.  That  I  will,  Sir,  with  all  my  heart ;  and  am  glad  you 
like  them  so  well  as  to  make  that  request.     And  they  are  drest  thus : 

Take  your  Trout,  wash,  and  dry  him  with  a  clean  napkin  ;  then 
open  him,  and  having  taken  out  his  guts,  and  all  the  blood,  wipe 
him  very  clean  within,  but  wash  him  not ;  and  give  him  three 
scotches  with  a  knife  to  the  bone,  on  one  side  only.  After  which, 
take  a  clean  kettle,  and  put  in  as  much  hard  stale  beer  (but  it 
must  not  be  dead),  vinegar,  and  a  little  white  wine,  and  water,  as 
will  cover  the  fish  you  intend  to  boil :  then  throw  into  the  liquor 
a  good  quantity  of  salt,  the  rind  of  a  lemon,  a  handful  of  sliced 
horseradish-root,  with  a  handsome  little  fagot  of  rosemary,  thyme, 
and  winter-savory.  Then  set  your  kettle  upon  a  quick  fire  of  wood : 
and  let  your  liquor  boil  up  to  the  height  before  you  put  in  your 
fish  :  and  then,  if  there  be  many,  put  them  in  one  by  one,  that 
they  may  not  so  cool  the  liquor  as  to  make  it  fall.  And  whilst 
your  fish  is  boiling,  beat  up  the  butter  for  your  sauce  with  a  ladle- 
ful  or  two  of  the  liquor  it  is  boiling  in.  And  being  boiled  enough, 
immediately  pour  the  liquor  from  the  fish  :  and  being  laid  in  a 
dish,  pour  your  butter  upon  it ;  and  strewing  it  plentiftilly  over 
with  shaved  horseradish,  and  a  little  pounded  ginger,  garnish  your 
sides  of  your  dish,  and  the  fish  itself,  with  a  sUced  lemon  or  two, 
and  serve  it  up. 

A  Grayling  is  also  to  be  drest  exactly  after  the  same  manner, 
saving  that  he  is  to  be  scaled,  which  a  Trout  never  is  :  and  that 
must  be  done  either  with  one's  nails,  or  very  lightly  and  carefully 
with  a  knife,  for  fear  of  bruising  the  fish.  And  note,  that  these 
kinds  of  fish,  a  Trout  especially,  if  he  is  not  eaten  within  four  or 
five  hours  after  he  be  taken,  is  worth  nothing. 

But  come,  Sir,  I  see  you  have  dined ;  and  therefore,  if  you 
please,  we  will  walk  down  again  to  the  little  house,  and  there  I 
will  read  you  a  lectiu-e  of  Angling  at  tlie  bottom. 

Viator,     So,  Sir,  now  we  are  here,  and  set,  let  me  have  my 

instructions  for  angling  for  Trout  and  Grayhng  at  the  bottom ; 

which  though  not  so  easy,  so  cleanly,  nor,  as  'tis 

said,  so  genteel  a  way  of  fishing  as  with  a  fly,  is  yet 

(if  I   mistake  not)    a  good  holding  way,  and  takes  fish  when 

nothinr  else  will. 
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PISCATOR.  You  are  in  the  right,  it  does  so :  and  a  worm  is  so 
sure  a  bait  at  all  times,  that,  excepting  in  a  flood,  I  would  I  had 
laid  thousand  pounds  that  I  killed  fish,  more  or  less,  with  it, 
winter  or  .  summer,  every  day  throughout  the  year ;  those  days 
always  excepted,  that  upon  a  more  serious  account  always  ought 
so  to  be.  But  not  longer  to  delay  you,  I  will  begin  and  tell  you 
that  Angling  at  the  bottom  is  also,  commonly,  of  two  sorts  (and 
yet  there  is  a  third  way  of  angling  with  a  ground-bait,  and  to 
very  great  effect  too,  as  shall  be  said  hereafter);  namely,  by 
hand :  or  with  a  cork  or  float. 

That  we  call  Angling  by  hand,  is  of  three  sorts. 

The  first  with  a  line  about  half  the  length  of  the  rod,  a  good 

weighty  plumb,  and  three  hairs  next  the  hook,  which  we  call  a 

running-line,  and  with  one  large  brandling,  or  a  dew-worm  of  a 

moderate  size,  or  two  small  ones  of  the  first,  or  any  other  sort, 

proper  for  a  Trout,  of  which  my  father  Walton  has  already  given 

you  the  names,  and  saved  me  a  labour ;  or  indeed   almost  any 

worm  whatever  ;  for  if  a  Trout  be  in  the  humour  to  bite,  it  must 

be  such  a  worm  as  I  never  yet  saw,  that  he  will  refuse  ;  and  if 

you  fish  with  two,  you  are  then  to  bait  your  hook  thus  :  You  are, 

first,  to  run  the  point  of  your  hook  in  at  the  very  head  of  your 

first  worm,  and  so  down  through  his  body  till  it  be  past  the  knot, 

and  then  let  it  out,  and  strip  the  worm  above  the  anning  (that  you 

may  not  bruise  it  with  your  fingers)  till  you  have  put  on  the  other, 

by  running  the  point  of  the  hook  in  below  the  knot,  and  upwards 

through  his  body  towards  his  head,  till  it  be  but  just  covered  with 

the  head,  which  being  done,  you  are  then  to  slip  the  first  worm  down 

over  the  arming  again  till  the  knots  of  both  worms  meet  together. 

The  second  way  of  angling  by  hand,  and  with  a  running-line, 

is  with  a  line  something  longer  than  the  former,  and  with  tackle 

made  after  this  same  manner.     At  the  utmost  extremity  of  your 

line,   where   the  hook  is  always   placed   in   all   other  ways  of 

angling,  you  are  to  have  a  large  pistol  or  carabine  bullet,  into 

which  the  end  of  your  line  is  to  be  fastened  with  a  peg  or  pin, 

even  and  close  with  the  bullet;  and,  about  half  a  foot  above 

that,  a  branch  of  line,  of  two  or  three  handfuls  long,  or  more  for 

a  swift  stream,  with  a  hook  at  the  end  thereof,  baited  with  some 

of  the  forenamed    worms,  and,  another  half  a  foot  above  that, 

another  armed  and   baited   after   the   same   manner,  but   with 

another  sort  of  worm,  without  any  lead  at  all  above:  by  which 

means  you  will  always  certainly  find  the  true  bottom  of  all  depths  ; 

which  with  the  plumbs  upon  your  line  above,  you  can  never  do, 
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but  that  your  bait  must  always  drag  whilst  you  are  sounding 
(which  in  this  way  of  angling  must  be  continually) ;  by  which 
means  you  are  like  to  have  more  trouble,  and  peradventure  worse 
success.  And  both  these  ways  of  angling  at  the  bottom  are  most 
proper  for  a  dark  and  muddy  water,  by  reason,  that  in  such  a 
condition  of  the  stream  a  man  may  stand  as  near  as  he  will^  and 
neither  his  own  shadow  nor  the  roundness  of  his  tackle  will 
hinder  his  sport. 

The  third  way  of  angling  by  hand  with  a  ground-bait,  and  by- 
much  the  best  of  all  other,  is  with  a  line  full  as  long,  or  a  yard 
and  a  half  longer  than  your  rod ;  with  no  more  than  one  hair 
next  the  hook,  and  for  two  or  three  lengths  above  it;  and  no 
more  than  one  small  pellet  of  shot  for  your  plumb ;  your  hook, 
little ;  your  worms,  of  the  smaller  brandlings,  very  well  scoured ; 
and  only  one  upon  your  hook  at  a  time,  which  is  thus  to  be  baited : 
the  point  of  your  hook  is  to  be  put  in  at  the  very  tag  of  his  tail, 
and  run  up  his  body  quite  over  all  the  arming,  and  still  stript  on 
an  inch  at  least  upoa  the  hair;  the  head  and  remaining  part 
hanging  downward.  And  with  this  line  and  hook,  thus  baited, 
you  are  evermore  to  angle  in  the  streams,  always  in  a  clear,  rather 
than  in  a  troubled  water,  and  always  up  the  river,  still  casting 
out  your  worm  before  you  with  a  light  one-handed  rod,  like  an 
artificial  fly,  where  it  will  be  taken,  sometimes  at  the  top,  or  with- 
in a  very  little  of  the  superficies  of  the  water,  and  almost  always 
before  that  light  plumb  can  sink  it  to  the  bottom  ;  both  by  reason 
of  the  stream,  and  also  that  you  must  always  keep  your  worm  in 
motion  by  drawing  still  back  towards  you,  as  if  you  were  angling 
with  a  fly.  And  believe  me,  whoever  will  try  it,  shall  find  this 
the  best  way  of  all  other  to  angle  with  a  worm,  in  a  bright  water 
especially.  But  then  his  rod  must  be  very  light  and  pliant,  and 
very  true  and  finely  made,  which,  with  a  skilful  hand,  will  do 
wonders,  and  in  a  clear  stream  is  undoubtedly  the  best  way  of 
angling  for  a  Trout  or  Grayling  with  a  worm,  by  many  degrees, 
that  any  man  can  make  choice  of,  and  of  most  ease  and  delight 
to  the  angler.  To  which  let  me  add,  that  if  the  angler  be  of  a 
constitution  that  will  suffer  him  to  wade,  and  will  slip  into  the  tail 
of  a  shallow  stream,  to  the  calf  of  the  leg  or  the  knee,  and  so  keep 
off  the  bank,  he  sliall  almost  take  what  fish  he  pleases. 

The  second  way  of  Angling  at  the  bottom  is  with  a  Cork  or 
Float  And  that  is  also  of  two  sorts ;  with  a  worm,  or  with  a 
grub  or  cadis. 

With  a  Worm,  you  are  to  have  your  line  within  a  foot,  or  a 
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foot  and  a  half,  as  long  as  your  rod ;  in  a  dark  water  with  two, 
or  if  you  will  with  three,  but  in  a  clear  water  never  with  above  one 
hair  next  the  hook,  and  two  or  three  for  four  or  five  lengths  above 
it ;  and  a  worm  of  what  size  you  please  :  your  plumbs  fitted  to 
your  cork,  your  cork  to  the  condition  of  the  river  (that  is,  to  the 
swiftness  or  slowness  of  it),  and  both  when  the  water  is  very  clear, 
as  fine  as  you  can ;  and  then  you  are  never  to  bait  with  above 
one  of  the  lesser  sort  of  brandlings ;  or  if  they  are  very  little  ones 
indeed,  you  may  then  bait  with  two,  after  the  manner  before 
directed. 

When  you  angle  for  a  Trout,  you  are  to  do  it  as  deep,  that  is, 
as  near  the  bottom  as  you  can,  provided  your  bait  do  not  drag,  or 
if  it  do,  a  Trout  will  sometimes  take  it  in  that  posture.  If  for  a 
Grayling,  you  are  then  to  fish  fiirther  from  the  bottom  ;  he  being 
a  fish  that  usually  swims  nearer  to  the  middle  of  the  water,  and 
lies  always  loose  ;  or,  however,  is  more  apt  to  rise  than  a  Trout, 
and  more  inclined  to  rise  than  to  descend  even  to  a  ground-bait. 

With  a  Grub  or  Cadis,  you  are  to  angle  with  the  same  length 
of  line,  or  if  it  be  all  out  as  long  as  your  rod  'tis  not  the  worse, 
with  never  above  one  hair,  for  two  or  three  lengths  next  the  hook, 
and  with  the  smallest  cork  or  float,  and  the  least  weight  of  plumb 
you  can  that  will  but  sink,  and  that  the  swiftness  of  your  stream 
will  allow ;  which  also  you  may  help,  and  avoid  the  violence  of 
the  current,  by  angling  in  the  returns  of  a  stream,  or  the  eddies 
betwixt  two  streams,  which  also  are  the  most  likely  places  wherein 
to  kill  a  fish  in  a  stream,  either  at  the  top  or  bottom. 

Of  Grubs  for  a  Grayling,  the  ash-grub,  which  is  plump,  milk- 
white,  bent  round  firom  head  to  tail,  and  exceeding  tender,  with  a 
red  head,  or  the  dock-worm,  or  grub  of  a  pale  yellow,  longer, 
ianker,  and  tougher  than  the  other,  with  rows  of  feet  all  down  his 
belly,  and  a  red  head  also,  are  the  best ;  I  say  for  a  Grayling, 
because  although  a  Trout  will  take  both  these  (the  ash-grub 
especially),  yet  he  does  not  do  it  so  fireely  as  the  other,  and  I 
have  usually  taken  ten  Graylings  for  one  Trout  with  that  bait ; 
though  if  a  Trout  come,  1  have  observed  that  he  is  commonly 
a  very  good  one. 

These  baits  we  usually  keep  in  bran,  in  which  an  ash-grub 
commonly  grows  tougher,  and  will  better  endure  baiting ;« though 
he  is  yet  so  tender,  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  warp  in  a  piece 
of  a  stiff  hair  with  your  arming,  leaving  it  standing  out  about  a 
straw-breadth  at  the  head  of  yoiu-  hook,  so  as  to  keep  the  grub 
cither  from  slipping  totally  off  when  baited,  or  at  least  down  to 
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the  point  of  the  hook,  by  which  means  your  arming  will  be  left 
wholly  naked  and  bare,  which  is  neither  so  sightly,  nor  so  likely 
to  be  taken ;  though  to  help  that  (which  will,  however,  very  oft  fall 
out)  I  always  arm  the  hook  I  design  for  this  bait  with  the  whitest 
horse-hair  I  can  choose ;  which,  itself  will  resemble  and  shine 
like  that  bait,  and  consequently  will  do  more  good,  or  less  harm, 
than  an  arming  of  any  other  colour.  These  grubs  are  to  be 
baited  thus:  the  hook  is  to  be  put  in  under  the  head  or  chaps  of 
the  bait,  and  guided  down  the  middle  of  the  belly,  without  suffer- 
ing it  to  peep  out  by  the  way  (for  then  (the  ash -grub  especially) 
will  issue  out  water-and-milk  till  nothing  but  the  skin  shall 
remain,  and  the  bend  of  the  hook  will  appear  black  through  it), 
till  the  point  of  your  hook  come  so  low,  that  the  head  of  your 
bait  may  rest,  and  stick  upon  the  hair  that  stands  out  to  hold  it, 
by  which  means  it  can  neither  slip  of  itself,  neither  will  the  force 
of  the  stream  nor  quick  pulling  out,  upon  any  mistake,  strip  it 
oft 

Now  the  cadis  or  cod-bait  (which  is  a  sure  killing  bait, 
and  for  the  most  part  by  much  surer  than  either  of  the  other) 
may  be  put  upon  the  hook,  two  or  three  together ;  and  is  some- 
times (to  very  great  effect)  joined  to  a  worm,  and  sometimes  to 
an  artificial  fly,  to  cover  the  point  of  the  hook ;  but  is  always  to 
be  angled  with  at  the  bottom  (when  by  itself  especially)  with  the 
finest  tackle ;  and  is  for  all  times  of  the  year  the  most  holding 
bait  of  all  other  whatever,  both  for  Trout  and  Grayling. 

There  are  several  other  baits,  besides  these  few  I  have  named 
you,  which  also  do  very  great  execution  at  the  bottom  ;  and  some 
that  are  peculiar  to  certain  countries  and  rivers,  of  which  every 
angler  may  in  his  own  place  make  his  own  observation  ;  and 
some  others  that  1  do  not  think  fit  to  put  you  in  mind  of,  because 
I  would  not  corrupt  you,  and  would  have  you,  as  in  all  things  else 
I  observe  you  to  be  a  very  honest  gentleman,  a  fair  angler.  And 
so  much  for  the  second  sort  of  Angling  for  a  Trout  at  the  bottom. 

Viator.  But,  Sir,  1  beseech  you  give  me  leave  to  ask  you 
one  question.  Is  there  no  art  to  be  used  to  worms,  to  make 
them  allure  the  fish,  and  in  a  manner  compel  them  to  bite  at  the 
bait? 

PiscATOR.  Not  that  I  know  of;  or  did  I  know  any  such 
secret,  I  would  not  use  it  myself,  and  therefore  would  not  teach 
it  you.  Though  I  will  not  deny  to  you,  that  in  my  younger  days 
I  have  made  trial  of  oil  of  ospray,  oil  of  ivy,  camphire,  asafoetida, 
juice  of  nettles,  and  several  other  devices  that  I  was  taught  by 
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several  anglers  I  met  with,  but  could  never  find  any  advantage 
"by  them ;  and  can  scarce  believe  there  is  anything  to  be  done 
that  way:  though  I  must  tell  you,  I  have  seen  some  men  who  I 
thought  went  to  work  no  more  artificially  than  I,  and  have  yet, 
with  the  same  kind  of  worms  I  had,  in  my  own  sight  taken  five, 
and  sometimes  ten  for  one.  But  we'll  let  that  business  alone,  iif 
you  please ;  and  because  we  have  time  enough,  and  that  I  would 
deliver  you  from  the  trouble  of  any  more  lectures,  I  will,  if  you 
please,  proceed  to  the  last  way  of  Angling  for  a  Trout  or  Gray- 
ling, which  is  in  the  middle  ;  after  which  I  shall  have  no  more  to 
trouble  you  with. 

Viator.  'Tis  no  trouble,  Sir,  but  the  greatest  satisfaction  that 
can  be ;  and  I  attend  you. 

PiSCATOR.  Angling  in  the  middle,  then,  for  a  Trout  or 
Grayling  is  of  two  sorts  ;  with  a  Pink  or  Minnow  for 

HAF.  .  ^  Trout ;  or  with  a  Worm,  Grub,  or  Cadis,  for  a 
Grayling. 

For  the  first.  It  is  with  a  minnow,  half  a  foot  or  a  foot  within 
the  superficies  of  the  water.  And  as  to  the  rest  that  concerns 
this  sort  of  Angling,  I  shall  wholly  refer  you  to  Mr  Walton's 
directions,  who  is  undoubtedly  the  best  Angler  with  a  minnow  in 
England ;  only,  in  plain  truth,  I  do  not  approve  of  those  baits  he 
keeps  in  salt,*  unless  where  the  living  ones  are  not  possibly  to  be 
had  (though  I  know  he  frequendy  kills  with  them,  and  peradventure, 
more  than  with  any  other ;  nay,  I  have  seen  him  refuse  a  living 
one  for  one  of  them),  and  much  less  of  his  artificial  one ;  t  for 
though  we  do  it  with  a  counterfeit  fly,  methinks  it  should  hardly 
be  expected  that  a  man  should  deceive  a  fish  with  a  counterfeit 
fish.  Which  having  said,  I  shall  only  add,  and  that  out  of  my  own 
experience,  that  I  do  believe  a  Bullhead,  with  his  gill-fins  cut  off 
(at  some  times  of  the  year  especially),  to  be  a  much  better  bait 
for  a  Trout  than  a  minnow,  and  a  Loach  much  better  than  that : 
to  prove  which  I  shall  only  tell  you,  that  I  have  much  oftener 
taken  Trouts  with  a  bullhead  or  a  loach  in  their  throats  (for  there 
a  Trout  has  questionless  his  first  digestion)  than  a  minnow  ;  and 
that  one  day  especially,  having  angled  a  good  part  of  the  day  with 
a  minnow,  and  that  in  as  hopeful  a  day,  and  as  fit  a  water  as 
could  be  wished  for  that  purpose,  without  raising  any  one  fish, 
I  at  last  fell  to  it  with  a  worm,  and  with  that  took  fourteen  in  a 
very  short  space ;  amongst  all  which  there  was  not,  to  my  remem- 
brance, so  much  as  one  that  had  not  a  loach  or  two,  and  some 

•  See  p.  94.  •     t  See  p.  95. 
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of  them  three,  four,  five,  and  six  loaches  in  his  throat  and  stomacdi ; 
from  whence  I  concluded,  that  had  I  angled  with  that  bait,  I  had 
made  a  notable  day's  work  oft 

But  after  all,  there  is  a  better  way  of  angling  with  a  minnow 
than  perhaps  is  fit  either  to  teach  or  to  practise ;  to  which  I 
shall  only  add,  that  a  Grayling  will  certainly  rise  at,  and  some- 
times take  a  minnow,  though  it  will  be  hard  to  be  believed  by  any 
one  who  shall  consider  the  littleness  of  that  fish's  mouth,  very 
unfit  to  take  so  great  a  bait ;  but  is  affirmed  by  many  that  be 
will  sometimes  do  it,  and  I  myself  know  it  to  be  true  ;  fw  though 
I  never  took  a  Grayling  so,  yet  a  man  of  mine  once  did,  and 
within  so  few  paces  of  me,  that  I  am  as  certain  of  it  as  I  can  be 
of  anything  I  did  not  see,  and  (which  made  it  appear  the  more 
strange)  the  Grayling  was  not  above  eleven  inches  long. 

I  must  here  also  beg  leave  of  your  master,  and  mine,  not  to  con- 
trovert, but  to  tell  him,  that  I  cannot  consent  to  his  way  of  throw- 
ing in  his  rod  to  an  overgrown  Trout,  and  afterwards  recovering 
his  fish  with  his  tackle  :  for  though  I  am  satisfied  he  has  some- 
times done  it,  because  he  says  so,  yet  I   have  found  it   quite 
otherwise  :  and  though  I  have  taken  with  the  angle,  I  may  safidy 
say,  some  thousands  of  Trouts  in  my  life,  my  top  never  snapt, 
though  my  line  still  continued  fast  to  the  remaining  part  of  my 
rod  (by  some  lengths  of  line  curled  round  about  my  top,  and  there 
fastened,  with  waxt  silk,  against  such  an  accident),  nor  my  hand 
never  slackt,  or  slipt  by  any  other  chance,  but  I  almost  always 
infallibly  lost  my  fish,  whether  great  or  little,  though  my  hook 
came  home  again.    And  I  have  often  wondered  how  a  Trout  should 
so  suddenly  disengage  himself  from  so  great  a  hook  as  that  we 
bait  with  a  minnow,  and  so  deep  bearded  as  those  hooks  com- 
monly are,  when  I  have  seen  by  the  forenamed  accidehts,  or  the 
slipping  of  a  knot  in  the  upper  part  of  the  line,  by  sudden  and 
hard  striking,  that  though  the  line  has  immediately  been  recovered, 
almost  before  it  could  be  all  drawn  into  the  water,  the  fish  cleared, 
and  gone  in  a  moment     And  yet,  to  justify  what  he  says,  I  have 
sometimes  known  a  Trout,  having  carried  away  a   whole  line^ 
found  dead  three  or  four  days  after,  vrith  the  hook  fast  sticking  in 
him ;  but  then  it  is  to  be  supposed  he  had  gorged  it,  which  a 
Trout  will  do,  it  you  be  not  too  quick  with  him  when  he  comes 
at  a  minnow,  as  sure  and  much   sooner  than  a  Pike  :   and   I 
myself  have  also,  once  or  twice  in  my  life,  taken  the  same  fish, 
with  my  own  fiy  sticking  in  his  chaps,  that  he  had  taken  from 
me   the  day  before,  by  the  slipping  of  a  hook  in  the  arming. 
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But  I  am  very  confident  a  Trout  will  not  be  troubled  two 
Hours  with  any  hook  that  has  so  much  as  one  handful  of  line  left 
t>ehind  with  it,  or  that  is  not  struck  through  a  bone,  if  it  be  in  any 
part  of  his  mouth  only :  nay,  I  do  certainly  know  that  a  Trout,  as 
soon  as  ever  he  feels  himself  prickt,  if  he  carries  away  the  hook, 
goes  immediately  to  the  bottom,  and  will  there  root,  like  a  hog 
upon  the  gravel,  till  he  either  rub  out  or  break  the  hook  in  the 
middle.  And  so  much  for  this  first  sort  of  angling  in  the  middle 
for  a  Trout. 

The  second  way  of  Angling  in  the  middle  is  with  a  worm,  grub, 
cadis,  or  any  other  ground-bait,  for  a  Grayling  ;  and  that  is  with 
a  cork,  and  a  foot  from  the  bottom,  a  Grayling  taking  it  much 
better  there  than  at  the  bottom,  as  has  been  said  before ;  and 
this  always  in  a  clear  water,  and  with  the  finest  tackle. 

To  which  we  may  also,  and  with  very  good  reason,  add  the 
third  way  of  angling  by  hand  with  a  ground-bait,  as  a  third  way 
of  fishing  in  the  middle,  which  is  common  to  both  Trout  and 
Grayling ;  and  (as  I  said  before)  the  best  way  of  angling  with  a 
worm  of  all  other  1  ever  tried  whatever. 

And  now.  Sir,  I  have  said  all  I  can  at  present  think  of  con- 
cerning Angling  for  a  Trout  and  Grayling,  and  I  doubt  not  have 
tired  you  sufficiently:  but  I  will  give  you  no  more  trouble  of  this 
kind  whilst  you  stay,  which  I  hope  will  be  a  good  while  longer. 

Viator.  That  will  not  be  above  a  day  longer  ;  but  if  I  live 
till  May  come  twelvemonth,  you  are  sure  of  me  again,  either  with 
my  Master  Walton  or  without  him ;  and  in  the  meantime  shall 
acquaint  him  how  much  you  have  made  of  me  for  his  sake,  and 
I  hope  he  loves  me  well  enough  to  thank  you  for  it. 

PlSCATOR.  I  shall  be  glad,  Sir,  of  your  good  company  at  the 
time  you  speak  of,  and  shall  be  loath  to  part  with  you  now  ;  but 
when  you  tell  me  you  must  go,  I  will  then  wait  upon  you  more 
miles  on  your  way  than  I  have  tempted  you  out  of  it,  and  heartily 
wish  you  a  good  journey. 
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ADDITIONAL  NOTES  AND  APPENDIX 

TO  THE  COMPLETE  ANGLER. 

P.  3.  The  first  edition  of  Walton's  Angler  appears,  from  the  original 
advertisements,  to  have  been  published  at  eighteenpcnce.  It  was  thus 
advertised  in  **  The  Perfect  DiumcUl :  from  Monday ^  May  9M,  to  Monday^ 
May  idthy  1653,"  p.  2716,  London,  4to:— 

"The  Compleat  Angler,  or  the  Contemplative  Man's  Recreation,  being 
a  Discourse  of  Fish  and  Fishing,  not  unworthy  the  perusal  of  most  Ajnglers. 
of  18  pence  price.  Written  by  Iz.  Wa.  Also  the  known  Play  of  the 
Spanisn  Gipsee,  never  till  now  published :  Both  printed  for  Richard 
Marriot,  to  be  sold  at  his  shop  m  Saint  Dunstan's  Churchyard,  Fleet 
street  In  the  Mercurius  Politicus  :  from  Thursday ,  May  12,  to  Thursday ^ 
May  19,  1653,^.  2470,  London f  4to^  the  Complete  Angler  is  thus  noticed  : 
"  There  is  newly  extant,  a  Book  of  iSd.  price,  called  the  Compleat  Ai^er, 
or  the  Contemplative  Man's  Recreation,  being  a  Discourse  of  Fish  and 
Fishing,  not  unworthy  the  perusal  of  most  Anglers.  Printed  for  Richard 
Marriot,  to  be  sold  at  his  shop  in  St  Dunstan's  Churchyard,  Fleet  street. " 

P.  14.  Alexander  Brome  also  edited  Fletcher's  comedy  of  "  Monsieur 
Thomas"  in  1639,  which  he  dedicated  to  Charles  Cotton,  Esq.,  the  father 
of  the  author  of  the  second  part  of  **  The  Complete  Angler." 

P.  18.  The  following  translation  of  Dr  Duport's  verses  to  Walton  is 
from  the  pen  of  the  Venerable  Archdeacon  Wrangham,  and  was  first  printed 
in  his  edition  of  Dr  Zouch's  works,  voL  ii.  p.  441 : — 

Hail,  Walton/ with  thntJSsker-tkiWt  Readins^  on  no  inglonons  tbeinei 

Which  whilom  Peter's  tribute  paid ;  Deep  lectures  to  a  listening  host. 

And  cheer'd  Augustus  earlier  still  .„.  .««,,^  .u^..   »»j  .^u^i..  t 

•MJ/4  •i«n:»'.  .»:i.  ;«  t:k....'.  .k««i.  1  -A""  master  thou,  and  scholar  I, 

Mid  empire  s  toiU  m  Tibur  s  shade  I  ^  ^^ ^  associate  majr  record 

Thee,  friend,  next  Caesar  now  we  deem  (For  I,  too,  watch  the  mimic  fly) 

Of  fi&hing-rod  and  race  the  boast ;  — A  fisher  was  great  nature's  Lord. 

Among  more  recent  verses  in  praise  of  Walton,  the  following  whidi 
occur  in  a  poem  edited  bv  N.  Tate,  entitled  "The  Innocent  Epicure,  or 
Angling,"  published  in  1097,  the  author  of  which  is  not  known,  merit 
insertion  from  their  commemorating  Walton,  Cotton,  and  Venables : — 

Hail,  great  Triumriiate  *  of  Angling  I  hail. 
Ye  who  best  taught,  and  here  did  b^  excel  I 
Play  here  the  Gods,  pluy  here  the  Hero's  part. 
Yourselves  the  Proto; Poets  of  the  Art ; 
My  humble  Breast  with  pow'rful  flames  inspire^ 
To  teach  the  World  what  justly  we  admire : 
Joys  fraught  with  Innocence,  of  Danger  free ; 
Kaptures  which  none  enjoy  so  full  as  we. 

*  Walton,  Cotton,  and  Venables. 
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But  tell  me  first,  for  you  or  none  can  tell, 
What  God  the  mighty  Science  did  reveal  f 
\  For  sure  a  God  he  was ;  less  than  Divine 

Could  Blessines  richer  than  the  raciest  Wine 
Enlarge  our  Hearts,  or  strengthen  his  Design  t 
A  God  he  was  then,  or  at  least  to  me  ; 
And,  my  Associates,  such  he  ought  to  be. 
He  Uught  us  first  the  Grandeur  of  the  Court ; 
Contemn'd  and  scom'd  for  this,  to  choose  a  Sport 
Full  of  Content,  and  crown'd  with  healthful  Ease, 
Where  Nature  frets  not,  while  ourselves  we  please. 

P.  35.  In  a  poem  by  W.  Vallans,  entitled  "  A  Tale  of  Two  Swanncs,** 
printed  in  1590,  are  these  verses  descriptive  of  Theobalds  : — 

•  Thebalds.  Now  see  these  Swannes.  the  new  and  worthie  scale  * 

Of  famous  Cicill,  tresorer  of  the  land, 
Whose  wisedome,  counsell,  skill  of  princes  state. 
The  woild  admires ;  then  Swannes  may  doe  the  same : 
The  house  it  selfe  doth  shewe  the  owners  wit» 
And  may  for  bewtie,  state,  and  every  thing, 
Compared  b«  with  most  within  the  land. 

It  may  here  be  remarked,  that  the  view  of  the  exterior  of  Theobalds, 
which  will  be  found  at  page  180  of  this  woik,  from  a  picture  by  Vinken- 
boom,  now  in  the  Fitzwilliam  Collection  at  Cambridge,  was  engraved  in 
the  second  volume  of  the  Vetusta  Monuroenta,  where  it  is  called  a  view  of 
Richmond  Palace.  The  following  statement  on  the  subject  occurs  in  the 
Gentleman's  Magazine  for  SeptemSer  1836  :  **  There  is  a  folio  plate  of  it» 
engraved  at  the  expense  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries  in  the  year  1765,  but 
under  the  misnomer  of  Richmond  Palace^  a  very  extraordinary  instance  of 
carelessness  and  want  of  research,  as  there  are  two  old  views  in  existence 
of  Richmond  Palace,  showing  that  its  architecture  was  totally  different  in 
style  to  that  of  Theobalds.  The  original  painting  was  then  *  in  the  posses- 
sion of  Lord  Viscount  Fitzwilliam  at  Richmond^  a  circumstance  which 
naturally  led  to  the  misnomer  with  inconsiderate  persons."  As  the  Vetusta 
Monumenta  is  published  by  the  Society  of  Antiquaries  of  London,  the 
blunder,  however  striking,  surely  cannot  be  considered  extraordinary, 

P.  42-  Tradescant's  House  is  now  the  residence  of  William  Heseltine, 
Esq. 

P.  54.  The  following  verses,  ascribed  to  Sir  Henry  Wotton,  which  ocair 
in  Clifford's  *^  Tixall  Poetry,'*  p.  297,  bear  so  much  resemblance,  in  beauty 
and  simplicity,  to  many  of  the  pieces  alluded  to  by  Walton,  that  their 
insertion  needs  no  apology  : — 

RUSTIC ATIO  RELIGIOSI  IN   VACANTHS. 

QurvERiNG  feares,  heart-tearing  cares,  Or  the  pure  azure  heaven,  ^t  smiles  to 
Anxious  sighes,  untimely  tcares,  see 

Fly,  fly  to  courts.  The  rich  attendance  of  our  poverty ; 

Fly  to  find  worldl]^  harts  :  Peace,  and  a  secure  mind, 

Where  strain'd  saidonick  smiles  are  gloss-  Which  all  men  seeke^  we  only  find. 

And  sorrows  only  reall  be.  ^^  ^^y^^  ^^^^  .„  ^^ose  biwer.. 

Fly  from  our  country  pastime^  fly»  Where  winds  sometimes  our  woods  perhaps 
Sad  troopes  of  humane  misery.  may  shake. 

Come,  serened  lookes.  But  blustering   Care  can  never  tempest 

Cleare  as  these  cristall  brookes,  make ; 
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Nor  murmun  ere  come  nigh  us  Nor  eorv,  unless  among 

Saving  of  founUins  which  glide  by  us.  llie  birds,  for  praise  of  their  sweet  soog. 

Here's  no  fanUstike  maske.  or  d«ice,  ^^  ^^l^2^"^lZ^.^cr»^.  • 

i»  .  _r  «      1  •  i_  ,u«.  /■_:  1-  --J  ,~.._.^  ror  Eemmes  in  some  lonome  creejce  , 

Two  .«,.mje«  l».b.  «  butting  ..e  U..       ^^.lX°.S^p&f Sfdo««  » 

mouier.  But  what  the  ycUow  Ceres  beares. 

Nor  wounds  are  ever  found,  """^     "**  ^^  y«iww  v,««  u<w«n>. 

Save  what  the  ploughshare  gives  the  Sweet  silent  groves,  O  may  you  be 

ground.  For  ever  mirth's  best  nursery. 

May  pure  contents 

Here  are  no  false  entrapping  baites  For  ever  pitch  their  tents 

To  hasten  too,  too  hasty  f«tes.  Upon    these  me;tds,  these  downs,   these 

Unless  it  be  rocks,  these  mountains  ; 

The  fond  credulity  And  peace  still  slumber  by  these  puriing 

Of  silly  fi-^h,  which,  worldlings  like,  still  fountains ; 

look  Which  we  may  every  ycare 

Upon  the  baite,  and  never  cm  the  hooke ;  Find  when  we  come  to  sojoorae  here. 

P.  54.  There  are  strong  reasons  for  believintj  that  the  **  Secrets  of 
Angling"  was  not  written  by  John  Davers,  but  by  John  Dennys^  Esq.,  who 
was  lord  of  Oldbury-sur-Montem,  in  the  county  of  Gloucester,  between 
1572  and  1608.  He  was  a  younger  son  of  Sir  Walter  Dennis,  of  Puckle- 
church,  in  that  county,  by  Agnes,  daughter  and  co-heiress  of  Sir  Robert 
Davers,  or  Danvcrs.  It  has  been  observed  by  Mr  James  Williamson,  that 
the  author  of  the  Secrets  of  Angling  speaks  of  the  river  Boyd,  •*  washing 
the  cliffs  of  Deighton  and  Week,  and  through  their  rocks,  with  winding 
way,  seeking  the  Avon,  in  whose  fair  streams  are  found  trout,  roaches, 
dace,  gudgeon,  and  bleak.**  Mention  is  also  made  of  the  many  pleasant 
banks  of  mat  river,  and  of  parties  of  anglers  from  Bath  and  Bristol  passing 
along  the  meadows  near  the  sides  of  that  beautiful  stream.  The  author 
likewise  speaks  of  the  rivers  Usk,  Severn,  and  Wye,  which  flow  not  very 
far  distant  from  that  neighbourhood.  It  appears  that  there  is  a  beautiful 
rivulet  called  Boyd,  which  is  formed  by  four  distinct  streams,  rising  in  the 
parishes  of  Codrington,  Pucklechurch,  Dyrham,  and  Toghill,  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  county  of  Gloucester,  between  Bath  and  Bristol,  which 
ioin  in  Wyke  or  Week  Street,  in  the  parish  of  Alston  and  Wyck,  near  a 
bridge  of  three  large  arches,  and  thence  by  the  name  of  Boyd  down  to 
Avon,  at  Kynsham  Bridge,  and  which  river  passes  through  the  village  of 
Pucklechurch,  and  thence  flows  on  to  Bitton,  where  stands  a  stone  bridge. 
At  Alston  and  Wyke  there  are  many  high  cliffs  or  rocks,  whose  quarries . 
afford  most  excellent  lime,  and  in  the  north  aisle  of  the  ancient  Church  of 
Pucklechurch  is  the  burial-place  of  the  family  of  Dennys.  John  Dennys, 
ilsq.,  was  resident  in  that  neighbourhood  in  the  year  1572,  and  so  continued 
till  1608,  during  which  interval  he  was  lord  of  the  manor  of  Oldbury-sur- 
Montem,  and  of  other  places  in  the  county  of  Gloucester. 

The  poet  who  commends  the  "  Secrets  of  Angling  "  in  the  copy  of  verses 
under  the  signature  of  **Jo.  Daves,"  was  probably  the  author^s  relation; 
and  this  seems  to  have  been  the  old  way  of  spelling  the  name  of  Davers  or 
Danvers,  as  may  be  collected  from  Leland's  Itinerarium,  ed.  1 769,  vol.  iii. 
p.  115. 

P.  79.    The  following  are  the  songs  mentioned  by  Walton  : — 
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COME,  SHEPHERDS,  DECK  YOUR  HEADS.* 

("From  a  MS.  in  the  collection  of  the  late  Mr  Heber,  communicated  by 
Mr  T.  Rodd.) 


Come,  Shephenrds,  deck  your  heads 
No  more  with  bayes  but  willowes, 
Forsake  your  downie  beds 
And  make  the  downes  your  pillowesi 
And  moume  with  me,  since  crost 
As  never  yet  was  no  man. 
For  shepheard  neaver  lost 
So  plain  a  dealing  woman. 

All  yee  forsaken  wooers 
That  ever  were  distressed. 
And  all  ye  lusty  doers 
That  ever  wenches  pressed, 
lliat  losses  can  condole 
And  altogeather  summon 
To  mourne  for  the  poor  soule 
Of  my  plaine-dealinge  woman. 


Faire  Venus  made  her  chast. 
And  Ceres  beauty  gave  her. 
Pan  wept  when  shee  was  lost, 
The  Satyrs  strove  to  have  her  ; 
Yet  seem'd  she  to  theire  view 
So  coy,  so  nice,  that  no  man 
Could  judge  but  he  that  knew 
Shee  was  plaine-dealinge  woman. 

At  all  her  pretty  parts 
I  nere  enough  can  wonder ; 
She  overcame  all  hearts, 
Yet  shee  all  hearts  came  under ; 
Her  inward  parts  were  sweeter. 
Yet  not  so  sweete  a^  common, 
Shepheard  shall  neaver  meet 
So  plaine  a  dealinge  woman. 


"AS  AT  NOON  DULCINA  RESTED." 


(Printed  in  Ellis*s  Specimens  of 

As  at  noon  Dulcina  rested 

In  her  sweet  and  shady  bower. 
Came  a  shepherd,  and  requested 
In  her  lap  to  sleep  an  hour. 

But  from  her  look 

A  wound  he  took 
So  decD.  that  for  a  further  boon 

The  nymph  he  prays, 

Whereto  she  says. 
Forego  me  now,  oome  to  me  soon. 

But  in  vain  she  did  conjure  him, 

To  depart  her  presence  so, 
Having  a  thousand  tongues  t'  allure  him, 
And  out  one  to  bid  him  go. 

When  lips  invite. 

And  eyes  delight. 
And  cheeks  as  fresh  as  rose  in  June, 

Persuade  delay — 

What  boots  to  say. 
Forego  me  now,  come  to  me  soon  f 

He  demands,  what  time  for  pleasure 
Can  there  be  more  fit  than  now  ? 

She  says,  night  gives  love  that  leisure 
Which  the  day  doth  not  allow. 
He  says,  the  sight 


Early  English  Poetry,  2d  ed.  p.  189.) 

Improves  delight : 
Which  she  denies :  night's  murky  noon, 

In  Venus'  plays. 

Makes  bold  (she  says) ; 
Forego  me  now,  come  to  me  soon. 

But  what  promise  or  profession 

From  his  hands  could  purchase  scope  ? 
Who  would  sell  the  sweet  passesstion 
Of  such  beauty  for  a  hope  % 
Or  for  the  sight 
Of  lingering  night 
Forego  the  present  joys  of  noon  ? 
,  Tho'  ne'er  so  fair 

Her  speeches  were, 
Forego  me  now,  come  to  me  soon. 

How  at  last  agreed  these  lovers? 

She  was  fair  and  he  was  young  ; 
The  tongue  may  tell  what  th'  eye  discovers, 
Joys  unseen  are  never  sung. 

Did  she  consent 

Or  he  relent. 
Accepts  he  night,  or  grants  she  noon, 

Left  he  her  a  maid 

Or  not,  she  said. 
Forego  me  now,  come  to  me  soon. 


"PHILLIDA  FLOUTS  ME.'* 

(Printed  in  Ritson's  "Ancient  Songs,"  ed.  1790, p.  236, from  the  "Theatre 
of  Compliments,"  in  16S9.) 


Oh  I  what  a  pla^e  is  love, 

I  cannot  bear  it ; 
She  will  inconstant  prove, 

I  greatly  fear  it ; 
It  so  torments  my  mind, 

That  my  heart  faileth  ; 


She  wavers  with  the  wind, 

As  a  ship  saileth : 
Please  her  the  best  I  may. 
She  loves  still  to  gainsay, 
Alack,  and  well-a-day ! 

Phillida  flouts  me. 


*  In  the  third,  fourth,  and  fifth,  as  well  as  in  the  present  edition  of  "The  Complete 
Angler,"  this  word  is  erroneously  printed  ^^herdt.'* 
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At  the  fair  t'other  day. 

As  she  pass'd  by  roe, 
She  look'd  another  way. 

And  would  not  spy  me. 
I  woo'd  her  for  to  dine. 

But  could  not  get  her ; 
Dick  had  her  to  the  Vine, 

He  migVt  entreat  her. 
With  Daniel  &fae  did  dance. 
On  me  she  wouM  not  glance» 
Oh  I  thrice  unhappy  chance, 
PhiUida  flouts  me. 

Fair  maid,  be  not  so  coy. 

Do  not  disdain  ine ; 
I  am  my  mother's  joyi 

Sweet,  entertain  me. 
I  shall  hare,  when  ^e  dies* 

All  things  that's  fitting, 
Her  poultry  and  her  bees. 

And  her  goose  sitting ; 
A  pair  of  mattress  beds, 
A  barrel  full  of  shreds : 
And  yet  for  all  these  goods, 
PhiUida  flouu  me. 

I  often  heard  her  say, 

That  she  lov'd  posies ; 
In  the  last  month  of  May 

I  gave  her  roses  ; 
Cowslips  and  gillv-flowers. 

And  the  sweet  lily, 
I  got  to  deck  the  bowers 

Of  my  dear  Philly :  ^ 
She  did  them  all  disdain, 
And  threw  them  back  again  ; 
Therefore  'tis  flat  and  plain, 
PhiUida  flouu  me. 

Thou  shalt  eat  curds-and-crcim 

All  the  year  lasting. 
And  drink  the  crysul  stream. 

Pleasant  in  tasting ; 
Swig  whey  until  you  burst, 

£at  Iwamble'berries, 

CHEVY 


Fie-Iid  and  pastry  crost, 

PeatY,  plums,  and  dbenies; 
Thy  garments  shall  be  thin. 
Made  of  a  wether's  skin. 
Yet  alTs  not  worth  a  pin, 

PhiUida  flocts  me. 

Which  way  soe'er  1  go. 

She  still  tormenU  me ; 
And  whatsoe'er  I  do. 

Nothing  contents  me ; 
I  fade  and  pine  away 

With  ^rief  and  sorrow: 
T  fall  quite  to  decay, 

Like  any  shadow ; 
I  shaU  be  dead.  I  fear. 
Within  a  thousand  year. 
And  all  because  my  dear 

PhilHda  floats  ne. 

Fair  maiden,  have  a  care, 

And  in  time  take  me ; 
I  can  have  those  as  (air, 

If  you  forsake  me : 
There's  Doll  the  dairysoaiii 

Smil'd  on  me  lately, 
And  wanton  Winnifred 

Favours  me  frreatly : 
One  throws  milk  on  my  ckthes, 
Tother  {days  with  my  no«e  ; 
What  pretty  toys  are  those? 
PhilUda  flouts  me. 

She  hath  a  cloth  of  mine. 

Wrought  with  blue  Coventry. 
Which  uie  keeps  as  a  sign 

Of  my  fidelity ; 
But  if  she  frowns  on  me. 

She  ne'er  shaU  wear  it ; 
I'U  give  it  my  maid  Joan, 

A!nd  she  shall  tear  it. 
Since  'twill  no  better  be, 
I'U  bear  it  patiently  ; 
Yet  aU  the  world  may  see 

PhilUda  flouts  me. 


CHASE. 


The  length  of  this  well-known  ballad  prevents  its  being  reprinted  hex 
It  will  be  found  in  **  Percy's  Reliques,"  as  well  as  in  several  othCTColko 
tions. 

JOHNNY  ARMSTRONG. 

(From  Ritson's  Ancient  Songs  and  Ballads,  ed.   1829,  vol.  ii.  p.  2>> 
where  it  is  entitled  **  John  Armstrong's  Last  Good-Night*') 


Is  there  never  a  man  in  all  Scotland, 

From  the  highest  estate  to  the  bwest 
degree. 
That  can  show  himself  now  before  the  kmg, 

Scotland  is  so  full  of  treachery? 
Yes,  there  is  a  man  in  Westmoreland, 

And  John  Armstrong  they  do  him  caUi 
He  has  no  lands  nor  rents  coming  in. 

Yet  he  keeps  eight-score  men  within  his 
hall. 

He  has  horses  and  harness  for  them  all. 
And  goodly  steeds  that  be  milk-white, 


With  their  goodly  belts  about  their  necis, 
With  haU  and  feathers  all  atike. 

The  king  he  writes  a  loving  lettir. 
And  with  his  own  hand  so  tenderly. 

And  hath  sent  it  unto  Johnny  Armstrong, 
To  come  and  speak  with  him  speedily- 

When  John  he  look'd  this  letter  upon. 
Good  lord,  he  look'd  as  blithe  as  a  birdr 
a  tree : 
*'  I  was  never  before  a  king  in  my  VSc 
My  father,  laj  grandfather,  nor  none  '^ 
us  three. 
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"  But  seeing  we  mast  go  bef<ve  the  king.      Then  they  fought  on  like  champions  bo!d* 
Lord,  we  will  go  most  gallantly ;  For  their  hearts  were  sturdy,  stout,  and 

Ye  shall  every  one  have  a  velvet  coat,  finee, 

L^id  down  with  golden  laces  three  :  Till  they  had  kill'd  all  the  king's  good  guard, 

••  And  you  shaU  every  one  have  a  scarlet      '^^  ***  »<»«  »«ft  »»>^«  *>"'  ^o  <>'  ^^"^^ 

LjSddSwn  with  silver  laces  five  ;  »"''»»«>  «»«  uoaU  Edinburgh, 

With  your  golden  belts  about  your  necks,       .  ^^^^^7^^^  '****"i*^***»!!L'^i 
Witi  hatS  and  feathers  all  aUke."^^      ^  S'*!;*"*'^u^°V*^l-^?t"r^^i!"f 

And  run  him  through  the  fur  body. 
But  when  John  he  went  from  Giltnock  Hall,  _  . .  _  , 

The  wind  it  blew  hard,  and  full  fast  it  did  Said  John,  "  Fight  on,  my  merry  men  all, 
rain :  *■  ^°^  ^  \AiX^  wounded,  but  am  not  slain ; 

•«  Now  fiare  thee  well,  thou  Giltnock  Hall,     I  "^^  lay  roe  down  for  to  bleed  a  while, 
I  fear  I  shall  never  see  thee  again."  Then  I'll  rise  and  fight  with  you  again." 

Now  John  is  to  Edinburgh  gone.  Then  they  fought  on  like  madmen  all, 

>^ih  his  eight-score  men  so  gallantly.  Till  many  a  man  lay  dead  upon  the  plain. 

And  every  one  of  them  on  a  milk-white  For  they  were  resolved,  before  they  would 

steed.  yield. 

With  their  bucklers  and  swords  hanging      That  every  man  would  there  be  slain. 

to  their  knee.  ^     ,         ,       ^ 

«         uTL  .ui-vr  So  there  they  fought  courageously, 

^'S^'^!?*?  -^^  ?  *"'"**  ^^  ^'"*^  ^^7 ;  TiU  most  of  them  lay  dead  there  and 

With  his  eight-score  men  so  gallant  to  see,         g|^j„  .  ' 

The  king  he  moved  his  bonnet  to  him,  p^t  little  Musgrave  that  was  his  foot-page, 

He  Uiought  he  had  been  a  kmg  as  weU  as      ^^-^^  ^is  bonny  Grissel  got  away  unuTcn. 

"  O  pardon,  pardon,  my  sovereign  liege.       ^''i^\^.  *»*  9^J.^*»  Giltnock  Hall, 

Pardon  for  my  eiiht-Jcore  men  and  me;    «Sjf  .^^^^  *P»*t^'™  P'^*!;*'^  L„    .    . 
For  my  name  it  is  fohn  Armstrbng.     .  What  news,  what  news,  thou  little  foot- 

And  a  subject  of  yours,  my  liege,"  said  he.      «^^^*'  r         .v  ^  j  ».! 

J  /      -^     /      s*^  What  news  from  thy  master,  and  his 

**  Away  with  thee,  thou  false  traitbr,  company  ?  " 

No  pardon  will  I  grant  to  thee. 
But,  to-morrow  *mom*   by   eight   of  the  "  My  news  is  bad,  lad>,"  he  said, 

clock,  *'  Which  I  do  bring,  as  you  may  see  ; 

I  will  hang  up  thy  eight-score  men  and  My  master  Johnny  Armstrdng  is  slain, 
thee."  And  all  his  gallant  company." 

Then  John  look'd  over  his  left  shouldir,  «« y^t  thou  art  welcome  home,  my  bonny 

And  to  his  merry  men  thus  said  he.  Grissil, 

"  I  have  sisk'd  grace  of  a  graceless  face,  puU  oft  hast  thou  been  fed  with  com  and 

No  pardon  there  is  for  you  or  me.  hay. 

Then  John  puU'd  out  his  nut-brown  sword,  ^u'  n?^  *ou  shall  be  fed  with  bread  and 

And  it  was  made  of  metal  so  free,  ^  ^°?' 

Had  not  the  king  mov'd  his  foot  as  he  did,  An<l  thy  sides  shall  be  spurr'd  no  more, 

John  had  taken  his  head  from  his  fair  body.  ^  ^^"i' 

**  Come,  follow  me,  my  merry  men  all,  O  then  bespake  his  little  son, 

We  will  scorn  one  foot  for  to  fly.  As  he  sat  on  his  nurse's  knee, 

It  (^hall  ne'er  be  said  we  were  hung  like  dogs,  "  If  ever  I  live  to  be  a  man, 

We  will  fight  it  out  most  manfully."  My  father's  death  revenged  shall  be." 

TROY  TOWN. 

(From  Ritson's  Ancient  Sonfi:s  and  Ballads,  ed.  1829,  vol.  ii.  p.  101, 
where  it  is  entitled  "the  Wandering  Prince  of  Troy."  Ritson  observes 
that  "the  old  printed  copies,  being  palpably  corrupt,  have  been  judiciously 
corrected  by  the  ingenious  Dr  Percy,  whose  emendations  are  here  adopted, 
though  not  without  proper  marks  of  distinction.'*) 

Whbn    Troy  town  had,  for  ten   years  Waste  He  those  walls  that  were  so  good, 

'past,'  And  com  now  grows  where  Troy  town 

Withstood  the  Greeks  in  manful  wise,  stood. 

Then  did  their  foes  increjuje  so  fas^  ^„        wandering  Prince  of  Troy, 

That  to  resist  none  could  suffice ;  yf^^^  he  for  land  long  time  had  sought, 
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At  length,  *  arriving  *  with  great  joy. 

To  mighty  Carthage  walls  was  Drought ; 
Where     Dido    queeo,     with    sumptuous 

feast. 
Did  entertain  this  wandering  guest 

And,  as  in  hall  at  meat  they  sat. 
The  queen,  desirous  news  to  hear. 

Says,  "Of  thy  Troy's  unhappy  fate. 
Declare  to  me,  thou  Trojan  dear  : 

The  heavy  hap.  and  chance  so  bad. 

Which  thou,  poor  wandering  prince,  hast 
had." 

And  then,  anon,  this  comely  knight, 
With  words  demure,  as  he  could  well. 

Of  *  their '  unhappy  ten  years'  •  fight,' 
So  true  a  tale  began  to  tell. 

With  words  so  sweet,  and  sighs  so  deep. 

That  oft  he  made  them  all  to  weep. 

And  then  a  thousand  sighs  he  fetch'd. 

And  every  sigh  brought  tears  amain  ; 
That  where  he  sate  the  place  was  wet. 

As  he  had  seen  those  wars  again  ; 
So  that  the  queen,  with  ruth  therefore, 
Said,  Worthy  prince,  enough,  no  more. 

The  darksome  night  apace  grew  on. 
And  twinkling  stars  in  skies  were  spread  ; 

And  he  his  doleful  ule  had  .'done,' 
And  every  one  was  laid  in  bed  ; 

Where  they  full  sweetly  took  their  rest. 

Save  only  l>ido's  boiling  breast. 

This  silly  woman  never  slept. 

But  in  her  chamber  all  alone. 
As  one  tmhappy,  always  wept. 

And  to  the  walls  she  made  her  moan  ; 
That  she  should  still  desire  in  vain 
The  thing  that  she  could  not  obtain. 

And  thus  in  grief  she  spent  the  night. 
Till  twinkhng  stars  from  sky  were  fled. 

And  Phoebus,  with  his  glittering  '  light,' 
Through  misty  clouds  appeared  rt^  ; 

llien  tidings  ca6ie  to  her  anon, 

That  all  the  Trojan  ships  were  gone. 

And  then  the  queen,  with  bloody  knife^ 
Did  arm  her  heart  as  hard  as  stone. 

Yet,  somewhat  loth  to  lose  her  life, 
In  woeful  wise  she  made  her  moan  ; 

And,  rolling  on  her  careful  bed, 

With  sighs  and  sobs,  these  words  she  said : 

O  wretched  Dido  queen  1  quoth  she, 
I  see  thy  end  approacheth  near ; 

For  he  is  gone  away  from  thee. 
Whom  thou  didst  love,  and  'hold'  so 

Is  he  then  gone,  and  passed  by  ?      [dear  : 

O  heart,  prepare  thyself  to  die. 

Though    Reason    would    thou    shouldst 
forbear. 
And  stay  thy  hand  from  bloody  strdce  : 
Yet  Fancy  says  thou  shouldst  not  fear, 
Who  fettereth  thee  in  Cupid's  yoke. 
Come,    Death,    quoth    she,    resolve    my 

smart : — 
And  with  these  words,  she  pierced  her 
heart. 


When  Death  had  pterc'd  the  tevdcr  heart 
Of  Dido,  Carthaginian  qtaeea ; 

And  bloody  knife  (fid  end  the  smart. 
Which  she  siistain'd  in  woefnl  teen,— 

iCneas  being  shipp'd  and  gone, 

Whoae  flattery  canned  all  her  naoas.— 

Her  funeral  most  costly  made. 
And  all  things  fumish'd  momnfuDy  ; 

Her  body  fine  in  mould  was  laid* 
Where  it  consumed  speedily  : 

Her  sister's  tears  her  tomb  bestrew'd ; 

Her  subjects'  grief  their  kiodoess  shev'd. 

Then  was  iCneas  in  an  isle. 
In  Grecia,  where  he  Uv'd  long 

Whereas  her  sister,  in  short  wluie. 
Writ  to  him  to  his  vile  disgrace  ; 

In  phrase  of  letters  to  her  mind. 

She  t(^  him  plain  he  was  uikkouL 

False-hearted  wretch,  quoth  she,  tboa  art : 
And  treacherously  thou  hast  betray 'd 

Unto  thy  lure  a  gentle  heart. 
Which  unto  thee  such  welcome  made  ; 

My  sister  dear,  and  Carthage  joy. 

Whose  folly  wrought  her  dire  annoy. 

Yet.  on  her  deathbed  when  she  by. 

She  pny'd  for  thy  pro>perity. 
Beseeching  Heaven,  that  every  day 

Might  breed  thy  gr'-at  felicity^ : 
Thus,  by  thy  means  I  lost  a  fnend  ; 
Heaven  send  thee  such  untimely  ezkd  I 

When  he  these  lines,  full  fraught  with  call. 

Perused  had,  and  weigh'd  them  right. 
His  lofty  courage  then  did  Call, 

And  straight  appeared  in  his  sight 

•ueen  Dido's  ghost,  both  grim  and  pale ; 

hich  made  this  gallant  s^dier  quaB. 

iEneas,  quoth  this  grisly  gho«. 
My  whole  delight  while  I  did  five. 

Thee  of  all  men  I  loved  most ; 
My  fancy  and  my  will  did  give  : 

For  entenainment  i  thee  gave, 

Unthankfully  thou  'dug'st'  my  grave. 

Therefore  prepare  thy  fleeting  soul 
To  waiKicr  with  me  in  the  air ; 

Where  deadly  grief  shall  make  it  howl. 
Because  oi  me  thou  took'st  no  care : 

Delay  no  time,  thy  glass  is  run, 

'lliy  day  is  pass'd,  thy  death  is  come. 

O  suy  a  while,  thou  lovely  ^rite  ; 

Be  not  so  hasty  to  convey 
My  soul  into  eternal  night. 

Where  it  sh;«ll  ne'er  behold  bright  day. 
O  do  not  frown, — thy  angry  look 
Hath  *  all  my  soul  with  horror  shook.' 

But,  woe  to  me  I  it  is  in  vain. 
And  bootless  is  my  dismal  cry ; 

Time  will  not  be  recall'd  again. 
Nor  thou  surcease  before  1  die : 

O  let  me  live,  to  make  amends 

Unto  some  of  thy  dearest  friends. 


Wl 


Digitized 


by  Google 


COMPLETE  ANGLER. 


2S1 


Sut,  seeing  thou  obdurate  art. 
And  wilt  no  pity  to  me  show. 

Because  from  thee  I  did  depart. 
And  left  unpaid  what  I  did  owCf 

I  must  content  myself  to  take 

What  lot  thou  wilt  with  me  partake. 


Andf  like  one  being  in  a  trance, 
A  multitude  of  ugly  fiends 

About  this  woeful  prince  did  dance» 
No  help  he  had  of  any  friends  ; 

His  body  then  they  took  away. 

And  no  man  knew  his  dying  day. 


"P.  84.  Commendation  of  ale.  The  following  old  ballad,  which  is 
printed  in  **  A  ryght  pithy,  pleasaunt,  and  merie  comedie  :  Intytuled 
O&mmer  Gurton's  Nedle**  (Li)ndon,  1575),  by  Bishop  Still,  was  probably 
IV ell  known  to  Walton  : — 


I  CA.MNOT  eate  but  lytle  meate, 

Kly  stomacke  i<  not  good  ; 
Btit  ^ure  I  thinke  thai  I  can  drynke 

■NVith  him  that  weares  a  hood. 
ITiough  I  go  bare  take  ye  no  care, 

I  am  nothinge  a  colde  ; 
1  fttuff  my  <;kyn  so  full  within, 
Ofjolv'  good  ale  and  olde. 

Ba<uce  and  side  go  bare,  go  bare, 

Booth  foote  and  hande  go  colde : 
But  belly,  God  sende  thee  good  ale 
inoughe. 
Whether  it  be  new  or  olde. 

I  loue  no  rost,  but  a  nut-browne  toste, 

And  a  crab*  laid  in  the  fyre  ; 
A  little  breade  shall  do  me  stead, 

Much  breade  I  do  not  desyre. 
N'o  frost  nor  snow,  nor  winde  I  trowe. 

Can  hurte  mee  if  I  wolde, 
I  am  so  wrapt,  and  throwly  lapt. 

Of  joly  good  ale  and  olde. 
Backe  and  side,  &c. 


And  Tyb  my  wyfe,  that  as  her  lyfe, 

Loueth  well  good  ale  to  seeke, 
Full  oft  drynkes  shee,  tyll  ye  may  see 

The  teares  run  downe  her  cheekc  : 
Then  doth  she  trowle  to  me  the  bowle, 

Euen  as  a  mault-worm  shuld  ; 
And  sayth,  sweete  hart,  I  tooke  my  part 

Of  this  joly  good  ale  and  olde. 
Backe  and  side,  &c. 

Now  let  them  drynke  tyll  they  nod  and 
winke, 
Even  as  good  fclowes  shoulde  doe : 
They  shall  not  mysse  to  have  the  blisse, 

Good  ale  doth  bringe  men  to. 
And  all  poore  scules  that  have  scowred 
boules 
Or  have  them  lustely  trolde, 
God  saue  the  lyues  of  them  and  their 
wyues. 
Whether  they  be  yonge  or  olde. 
Backe  and  side,  ac4 


P.  85.     The  following  are  the  songs  mentioned  by  Walton  as  having 
been  composed  by  Mr  William  Basse  : — 

THE  HUNTER  IN  HIS   CAREER. 

(From  a  Collection  of  Old  Ballads,  ed.  1725,  vol.  iii.  p.  196.) 


Long  ere  the  mom 

Expects  the  return 
Of  Apollo  from  th'  Ocean  Queen : 

Before  the  creak 

Of  the  crow,  and  the  break 
Of  the  day  in  the  welkin  seen  ; 

Mounted  he'd  hallow. 

And  cheerfully  follow. 
To  the  chase  with  his  bugle  clear ; 

Echo  doth  he  make, 

And  the  mountains  shake. 
With  the  thunder  of  his  career. 

Now  bonny  Bay 

In  his  foine  waxeth  gray,^ 
>'e-grey  waxeth  bay  in  his  blood ; 
Vhite  Lilly  stops. 

With  the  scent  in  her  chaps 
And  Black  Lady  makes  it  good ; 

Poor  silly  Wat, 

In  this  wretched  state, 
Forsets  these  delights  for  to  hear  ; 

Nimbly  she  bounds 

From  the  cry  of  the  hounds. 
And  the  music  of  their  career. 


D,p^c. 


Hills  with  the  heat 

Of  the  gallopers  sweat. 
Reviving  their  frozen  tops  : 

The  dale's  purple  flowers, 

That  drop  irom  the  showers, 
That  down  from  the  rowels  drops  : 

Swains  their  repast 

And  strangers  their  haste 
Neglect,  when  the  horns  they  do  hear ; 

To  see  a  fleet 

Pack  of  hounds  in  a  sheet. 
And  the  hunter  in  his  career. 

Thus  he  careers 

Over  heaihs,  over  meers. 
Over  deeps,  over  downs,  over  clay ; 

Till  he  hath  won 

The  noon  from  the  morn, 
And  the  evening  from  the  day : 

His  sport  then  he  ends, 

And  joyfully  wends 
Home  again  to  his  cottage,  where 

Frankly  he  feasts 

Himself  and  his  guests. 
And  carouses  in  his  career. 
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TOM  OF  BEDLAM. 

(From  Percy's  Rcliqucs,  voL  iL  p.  357.) 

ForrH  from  my  sad  and  darksome  cell.  Last  night  I  heard  the  dojr-star  baa-k 

Or  from  the  deepe  abysse  of  heU»  Mars  met  Venus  in  the  darke  ; 

Mad  Tom  is  come  into  the  world  againe  Limpin|[  Vulcan  hei  an  iron  barr. 

To  see   if  he  can  cure  his  distempered  And  funouslye  made  at  the  god  of  vair ; 

***"**•  Mars  with  his  weapon  laid  about. 

Feares  and  cares  oppresse  my  soule ;  And  Vulcan's  temples  had  the  gout, 

Harke,  how  the  angrye  Fureys  houle !  For  his  broad  homs  did  so  hang  in  bts 
Piuto  Uughes.  and  Proserpine  is  gladd  light. 

To  see  poore  naked  Tom  of  Bedlam  madd.  He   could   not   see   to   aim   bis   blowcs 

Through  the  worid  I  wander  night  and 

day  Mercurye  the  nimble  post  of  bearea. 

To  seeke  my  straggling  senses :  Stood  still  to  see  the  quarrell : 

In  an  angrye  moode  1  mett  old  Time,  Gorrcl-bellyed  Bacchus  gyant-like. 

With  his  pentarchye  *  of  tenses :  Bestryd  a  strong-beere  barreU. 

When  roe  he  spyed.  To  me  he  dranke. 

Away  he  hyed,  I  did  him  thanke. 

For  Time  will  suy  for  no  man  :  But  I  could  eet  no  cyder  ; 
In  vain  with  cryes  He  dranke  whole  butts, 

I  rent  the  skyes,  Till  he  burst  his  gutts. 

For  pity  is  not  common.  But  mine  were  ne'er  the  wyder. 

Co)d  and  comfortless  I  lye  :  Poore  naked  Tom  is  very  drye, 

Heipe,  oh  helpe,  or  else  I  dye  t  A  little  drinke  for  charitye  I 

Harke  I  I  heare  Apollo's  teame,  Harke,  I  hear  Acteon's  honte  ! 

The  carman  'gins  to  whistle  ;  The  huntsmen  whoop  and  hallowe  : 

Chast  Diana  bends  her  bowe,  Ringwood,  Royster,  Bowman,  Jowler, 

The  boare  begins  to  bristle.  All  the  chase  do  followe. 

Come,  Vulcan,  with  tools  and  with  tackles,  The  man  in  the  moone  dxinkes  clarret, 

To  knocke  oflf  my  troublesome  shackles  ;  Eates  powder'd  beef,  turnip,  and  carret, 

Bid  Charles  make  ready  his  waine  But  a  cup  of  old  Malaga  sack 

To  fetch  me  my  senses  againe.  Will  fire  the  bushe  at  his  backe. 

P.  89.  Besides  the  above  songs,  William  Basse  was  the  autlior  of  verses 
**  On  William  Shakespeare,  who  died  in  April  1616,**  which  are  printed 
in  Malone^s  edition  of  Shakespeare,  vol.  L  p.  470  ;  and  another  poem  by 
him  will  be  found  in  the  **  Annalia  Dubrensia,  upon  the  3rearely  cele- 
bration of  Mr  Robert  Dover's  Olympic  Games  upon  Cotswold  Hills,"  410, 
1636.  He  was  also  the  author  of  a  poem  called  the  Sword  and  Buckler, 
printed  in  Svo,  in  1602,  which  is  supposed  to  be  in  Malone^s  Collection  in 
the  Bodleian  Library  ;  and  of  a  poem  on  the  Death  of  Prince  Henry, 
printed  in  i2mo,  in  1 6 13,  of  which  a  fragment  only  is  known  to  exist, 
which  is  in  the  possession  of  J.  Payne  Collier,  Esq.  A  quarto  volume, 
in  manuscript,  entitled  **  Polyhymnia,"  a  poem  by  William  Basse,  was  in 
Mr  Heber*s  collection.  Vide  "  Bibliotheca  Hebcriana,"  Part  xi.  No.  70. 
Anthony  Wood  (Athen.  Oxon.  edit.  Bliss,  iv.  222)  states  that  Basse  was 
of  Moreton  near  Thame,  in  Oxfordshire,  and  was  sometime  a  retainer  of 
Lord  Wenman,  of  Thame  Park,  i>.,  Richard  Viscount  Wenman  in  the 
Peerage  of  Ireland. 

P.  87.  Since  the  Memoir  of  Walton  was  printed,  a  presentation  copy 
of  Walton's  Lives,  ed.  1670,  has  been  discovered  in  the  possession  of  the 
Rev.  W.  Cotton,  of  Newgate  Street,  in  which  Walton  wrote  **For  my 
brother  Chalkhill,  Iz.  Wa.*  but  the  connection  between  them  has  not  been 
ascertained  See,  however,  the  Memoir  of  Walton,  p.  xdiL,  and  the  Pedi- 
♦  Pentateuch. 
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gree  of  Chalkliill  in  the  Appendix.  It  ought  also  to  be  observed,  that  in 
the  parish  register  of  St  Dunstan's  in  the  West,  the  following  entry  occurs  : 
*•  Jany.  2, 1628  [1628-9I  Ann,  the  daughter  of  Roger  Chalkhill,  baptized  ;" 
and  that  John  Ken  (the  half-brother  of  Walton's  second  wife)  bequeathed 
jC^ 5,  by  his  will  dated  26th  April  165 1,  to  his  kinsman  Roger  Chalkhill. 
This  Roger  Chalkhill  may  have  been  the  person  of  that  name  who  lived 
a.t  Kingston-upon-Thames,  the  administration  of  whose  effects  was  granted 
in  1669  to  his  widow  Susannah. 

P.  96.  The  caterpillar  here  described  is  that  of  the  Privet  Hawk,  of 
'which  an  engraving  will  be  found  in  Harris's  Aurelian,  ed.  1 766,  plate  2  ; 
and  of  the  Puss  Moth,  in  the  same  work,  plate  38. 

P.  loi.  Mr  Thomas  Barker.  The  first  line  of  the  note  to  this  page 
ought  to  be  deleted.  The  passage  referred  to  in  the  Complete  Angler,  and 
a.  few  particulars  which  occur  in  the  two  editions  of  the  Art  of  Angling 
published  by  Barker,  contain  nearly  everything  which  is  now  known  con- 
cerning that  singular  character.  In  "  the  Epistle  to  the  Reader,"  prefixed 
to  his  **  Art  of  Angling,"  Lond.  1 651,  i2mo,  are  related  some  circumstances 
of  his  life,  which  are  amplified  in  the  Dedication  to  *'  Barker's  Delight," 
Xx>nd.  1659,  i2mo,  which  is  the  second  and  best  edition  of  the  foregoing 
-work.  The  volume  is  inscribed  "  To  the  Right  Honorable  Edward  Lord 
Montague,  Generall  of  the  Navy,  and  one  of  the  Lord  Commissioners  of 
the  Treasury ; "  and  in  the  course  of  the  Author's  Epistle,  he  writes  as 
follows.  "  I  am  now  grown  old,  and  am  willing  to  enlarge  my  little  book. 
I  have  written  no  more  but  my  own  experience  and  practise,  and  have  set 
forth  the  true  ground  of  Angling ;  which  I  have  been  gathering  these 
threescore  yeares,  having  spent  many  pounds  in  the  gaining  of  it,  as  is 
well  known  in  the  place  where  I  was  bom  and  educated,  which  is  Brace- 
meale  in  the  liberty  of  Salop,  being  a  freeman  and  burgesse  of  the  same 
city.  If  any  noble  or  gentle  angler,  of  what  degree  soever  he  be,  have  a 
mind  to  discourse  of  any  of  these  wayes  and  experiments,  I  live  in  Henry 
the  7th's  Gifts,  the  next  doore  to  the  Gatehouse  in  Westm.  My  name  is 
Barker,  where  I  shall  be  ready,  as  long  as  please  God,  to  satisfie  them, 
and  maintain  my  art,  during  life,  which  is  not  like  to  be  long." 

The  following  quaint  lines  occur  in  the  commendatory  verses  prefixed  to 
the  edition  of  the  Art  of  Angling,  printed  in  1657  or  1659  : — 

**  Perhaps  some  Rustick  currishly  will  bark 
At  thee,  brave  Barker:  but  if  in  the  dark 
And  silent  night  thou  canst  the  knave  espiet 
"With  the  captive  Trout  he  soon  shall  make  a  die. 
Then  rogues  thy  name  wil  dread,  and  from  thee  gallop 
As  from  the  Devil,  when  'tis  Tom  of  Salof, 
But  thou  ingenuous  spirit,  follow  him 
To  christall  slreames,  where  nimble  fish  do  swim 
With  fins  display'd,  and  skipping  up  the  streams  : 
Then  (without  help  o(  Pkctbus'  glorious  beams) 
The  Trout  shall  gorge  thv  bait  with  pleasure  store  ; 
Sweet  Pkilomel  shall  eccno  on  the  shore. 
"What  now  remains  ?  thou  hast  ensnar'd  the  fish* 
And  Barker* s  Art  will  make  a  princely  dish. 

Edwarid  Hopton,  Gen.  Hamtoniensis." 

P.  104.  To  buy  a  good  wind  of  one  of  the  honest  witches,  Mr  Richard 
Thomson  observes  on  this  passage,  **  Walton  in  this  place  most  probably 
alludes  to  a  passage  in  a  superstitious  and  legendary  book  entitled '*  A 
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Compendioos  History  of  the  Goths,  Swedes,  and  Vandals,  and.  other 
Northern  Nations.  Written  by  Olaus  Magnus,  Arch-Bishop  of  Upsall,  and 
Metropolitan  of  Sweden."  Lond.  1658,  folio.  This  was  a  translation  from 
the  Latin  bv  J.  S.,  and  the  particulars  mentioned  in  the  text  occur  on  page 
47,  in  book  iiu  chap.  xv.  **  Of  the  Conjurors  and  Witches  in  Finland. 
Also,  I  shall  shew  very  briefly  what  force  conjurors  and  witches  have  in 
constraining  the  elements,  enchanted  by  them  or  others,  that  ihey  may 
exceed  or  fall  short  of  their  naturall  order :  premising  this,  that  the  extream 
land  of  the  North  Finland  and  Lapland,  was  so  taught  by  witchcraft 
formerly  m  heathenish  times,  as  if  they  had  learned  this  cursed  art  from 
Zoroastres  the  Persian  ;  though  other  inhabitants  by  the  sea-coasAs  are 
reported  to  be  bewitched  with  the  same  madness ;  for  they  exercise  this 
divellish  art,  of  all  arts  of  the  world,  to  admiration  ;  and  in  this,  and  other 
suchlike  mischief,  they  commonly  agree.  The  Finlanders  were  wont  for- 
merly, amongst  their  other  errors  of  Gentilisme,  to  sell  winds  to  merchants, 
that  were  stopt  on  their  coast  by  contrary  weather ;  and  when  they  had 
their  price,  they  knit  three  magi^  knots,  not  like  to  the  laws  of  Cassias, 
bound  up  with  a  thong,  and  they  gave  them  to  tlie  merchants  ;  observing 
that  rule,  that  when  they  unloosed  the  first,  they  should  have  a  good  gale 
of  wind ;  when  the  second,  a  stronger  wind ;  but  when  they  untied  the 
third,  they  should  have  such  cruel  tempests,  that  they  should  not  be  able 
to  look  out  of  the  forecastle  to  avoid  the  rocks,  nor  move  a  foot  to  pull 
down  the  sails,  nor  stand  at  the  helm  to  govern  the  ship ;  and  they  made 
an  unhappy  truth  of  it,  who  denied  that  there  was  any  such  power  in  those 
knots." 

"  Olaus  Magnus,  the  author  of  the  above,  was  brother  and  successor  to 
John,  Archbishop  of  Upsal ;  and,  like  him,  he  suffered  much  from  his 
attachment  to  tne  Roman  Catholic  religion  when  Gustavus  Erickson 
introduced  Protestantism  into  Sweden.  He  distinguished  himself  at  the 
Council  of  Trent,  and  he  died  at  Rome  in  1555." 

P.  117.  In  Evelyn's  Memoirs  (ii.  80,  ed.  1827),  under  22d  July 
1654,  it  is  said,  **  We  departed  and  dined  at  a  farme  of  my  uncle  Hunger- 
ford's,  called  Dameford  Magna,  situate  in  a  valley  under  the  plaine,  most 
sweetly  watered,  abounding  in  trouts  catch' d  by  speare  in  the  nighty  when 
they  come  attracted  by  a  light  set  in  the  steme  of  a  boat."  Pcpys,  in  his 
Diary,  March  18,  i6i37,  says,  "This  day  Mr  Caesar  told  me  a  pretty 
experiment  of  his,  of  angling  with  a  minikin,  a  guttstnng  varnished  over, 
wnich  keeps  it  from  swelling,  and  is  beyond  any  hair  for  strength  and 
smallness.    The  secret  I  like  mightily."— Vol.  iii.  p.  171,  ed.  1828. 

P.  128.  The  conjecture  in  the  note  to  this  page  that  "  R.  R."  may  have 
been  the  R.  Roe  mentioned  in  the  preface  to  Walton's  Angler,  is  rendered 
improbable  by  the  fact  that  in  the/rx/  edition  of  the  **  Secrets  of  Angling" 
the  initials  are  "R.  B." 

Since  the  Memoir  of  Walton  was  written,  wherein  it  is  said  (p.  Ixvii.) 
that  nothing  had  been  discovered  respecting  his  friends  Nat.  and  R.  Roc, 
tlie  following  entries  have  been  found  in  the  register  of  St  Dunstan's  in 
the  West  :— 

1622.  August  12.    John,  the  sonne  of  Edward  Roe,  buried. 

1624.  August  5.  Susanna  and  Elizabeth,  daughters  of  Edward  Roe 
and  Barbara  his  wife,  christened. 

1636.  January  3.     Mary,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  Roe,  was  buried. 
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1652.  March  22.     Alexander  Roe,  infant,  buryed,  churchyard ;  out  of 
tlie  Friers. 

1653.  Nov.  17.    Barbara,  wife  of  Edward  Roe,  buryed. 

1654.  May  26.     Edward  Roe  was  buryed,  churchyard  ;  cofTmed,  out  of 
tHe  Friars. 

P.  163.     It  was  then  usual  to  exhibit  curiosities  of  any  kind  at  coffee- 
liouses,  and  the  custom  is  alluded  to  in  the  Spectator. 

P.   166.    By  an  error  of  the  press,  the  note  which  refers  to  the  Guiniad 
is  made  to  apply  to  the  Barbel. 

P.  177.  Cowper  has  beautifully  expressed  the  same  idea  in  the  follow- 
ing lines  : — 

•  He  looks  abroad  into  the  varied  field 

Of  nature,  and  though  poor  perhaps  compared 
With  those  whose  mansions  glitter  in  his  sight, 
Calls  the  delightful  scenery  all  his  own. 
His  are  the  mountains  and  the  valleys  his. 
And  the  resplendent  rivers.     His  to  enjoy 
With  a  proprietv  that  none  can  feel. 
But  who,  with  filial  confidence  inspired. 
Can  lift  to  Heaven  an  unpresumptuous  eye. 
And  smiling  say,  "My  Father  made  them  all  f " 
Are  they  not  his  bjr  a  peculiar  ri^ht, 
And  by  an  emphasis  of  interest  his, 
Whose  eye  they  fill  with  tears  of  holy  joy. 
Whose  heart  with  praise,  and  whose  exalted  mind 
With  worthy  thoughts  of  that  unwearied  love 
That  plann'di  and  Duilt,  and  still  upholds  a  world 
So  clothed  with  beauty  for  rebellious  man  ? 

The  Task.    Book  V\ 

P.  179.  It  was  intended  to  insert  a  poem,  preserved  in  a  MS.  in  the 
Library  of  the  Royal  Society,  which  is  attributed  to  Walton,  and  is  sup- 
posed to  be  unpublished,  entitled  **  On  a  Lady  fishing  with  an  Angle," 
commencing  — 

"  See  where  the  fair  Clorinda  sits,  and  seeing." 

On  applying  to  the  librarian  of  the  Royal  Society,  with  a  letter  from  one 
of  the  Fellows,  it  appeared,  however,  that  an  extract  was  not  allowed  to 
be  made  from  any  manuscript  belonging  to  that  learned  body,  without  a 
special  order  of  the  Council.  As  the  Council  would  not  meet  for  some 
weeks,  it  was  not  thought  worth  while  to  delay  the  publication  of  this 
work  until  all  the  necessary  forms  could  be  observed.  Any  remarks  on 
the  absurdity  of  a  regulation  which  tends  to  render  the  library  of  a  society, 
incorporated  for  the  advancement  of  knowledge,  comparatively  useless, 
even  to  its  own  Fellows,  must  be  unnecessary ;  but  the  hope  may  be 
expressed  that  it  will  not  much  longer  be  allowed  to  cast  discredit  on  a 
body  which  claims  the  first  place  among  the  learned  associations  of 
Europe. 

It  would  seem  from  the  following  verses,  which  w^ere  written  by  the 
witty  Lord  Rochester,  that  King  Charles  the  Second  was  an  angler. 
They  are  printed  in  a  collection  of  Poems  on  Aflairs  of  State,  8vo,  1703, 
vol.  i.  Continuation,  p.  43  : — 

WINDSOR  BY  THE  LORD  R R. 

Methinks  I  see  our  mighty  Monarch  «tand, 
His  pliant  angle  trembling  in  his  hand  ; 
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Pleas'd  with  the  sport,  good  man,  nor  does  he  1 
His  easy  sceptre  bends  and  trembles  so. 
Fine  representative,  indeed,  of  God, 
Whose  sceptre's  dwindled  to  a  fishing-rod. 
Such  was  Uomiiian  in  his  Romans'  eyes, 
"When  his  great  Godship  stoop'd  to  catching  flies  ; 
Bless  us  I  what  pretty  sport  have  Deities  1 
But  see,  he  now  does  up  from  Dochet  come. 
Laden  with  spoils  of  slaughter'd  Gudgeons  home  ; 
Nor  is  he  wam'd  by  their  unhappy  fate^ 
But  greedily  he  swallows  evenr  tnit, 
.  A  prey  to  every  King-fisher  otstate  ; 
For  how  he  Gudzeons  takes,  you  have  been  taught ; 
Then  listen  now  how  he  himself  is  caught. 
So  well,  alas  I  the  fatal  bait  is  known. 

Which  R does  so  greedily  take  down  : 

And,  howe'er  weak  and  slender  be  the  strings 
Bait  it  with  whore,  and  It  will  hold  a  King. 
Almighty  power  of  woment  &c- 

P.  197.     Dr  Wharton.     The  portrait  of  this  learned   physician  has 
been  recently  engraved  for  the  first  time,  and  published  by  Mr  Major. 

P.   237.    Cotton  again  notices  his  feivourite  river  Dove  in  the  "  Won- 
ders of  the  Peake : " — 

'Twixt  these  twin-Provinces  of  Britain's  Perpetual  winter,  endless  solitode, 

shame.  Or  the  society  of  men  so  rude. 

The  silver  Dove  (how  pleasant   is   that  That  it  is  ten  times  worse.     Tbcf  nuznacn 

name  1)  (Dovc)» 

Runs  through  a  Vale  high-crated  Clifls  Or  humour  of  Lovers  ;  or  Men  fall  in  love 

o'ershade  With  thy  bright  Beauties,  and  thy  lair  Uae 
(By  her  fair  progress  only  pleasant  made) :  Eyes 

But  with  so  swiu  a  torrent  in  her  course.  Wound  like  a  Parthian,  whilst  the  shooter 
As  shows  the  nymph  flies  from  her  native  flies. 

source.  Of  all  fair  Thetis*  Daughters  none  so  height. 

To  seek  what  there^s  deny'd,  the  sun's  So  plea^nt  none  to  ta<>te,  none  to  the  stckt 

warm  beams,  None  yields  the  gentle  Angler  feuch  delist. 

And  to  embrace  Trent's  prouder  swelling  To  which  the  Bounty  of  her  Sueam  \s 

streams ;  such. 

In  this  so  craggy,  iU-contriv'd  a  nook  As  only  with  a  swift  and  transent  Touch, 

Of  this  our  liitle  world,  this  pretty  brook*  T*  ennch  her  steril  Borders  as  she  glides. 

Alas  I  is  all  the  recompence  I  share^  And  force  sweet  Flowers  firom  their  marbie 
For  all  the  intemperances  of  the  airi  sides. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  SHAKESPEARE,  QUARLES,  BUNYAN, 
POPE,  GAY,  AND  THOMSON,  IN  REFERENCE  TO 
ANGLING. 

SHAKESPEARE. 

Give  me  mine  angle,— We'll  to  the  rtver,  there» 

My  music  playing  far  ofl*,  I  will  betray 

Tawnyfinn'd  fishes ;  my  bended  hook  shall  pierce 

Their  slimy  jaws. — Ant.  and  Cleop.  act  ii.  sc.  4^ 

The  pleasant'st  angling  is  to  see  the  flsh 

Cut  with  her  golden  oars  the  silver  stream. 

And  greedily  devour  the  treacherous  \ax\.—'Much  Ad&,  act  Hi  sc  z. 

If  the  young  dace  be  a  bait  for  the  old  pike,  I  see  no  reason*  in  the  law  of  nature,  but 
I  may  snap  at  him.— Henry  /K.  Pt.  II.  act  iiL  sc.  ». 

Bait  the  hook  well  and  the  fish  will  bite. — Much  Ado^  act  iL  sc  ^ 
•  The  river  Dove. 
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QUARLES. 

The  broad-side  breain» 
The  warv  trout  that  thrives  against  the  stream ; 
The  well-grown  carxH  full  laden  with  her  spawn. 

The  surest  way 
To  talec  the  fish,  is  give  her  leave  to  play. 
And  yield  her  line. — Sfupheard'*  EgUgues, 

BUNYAN. 
Vou  see  the  ways  the  fishermen  doth  take  Yet  fish  there  be,  that  neither  hoolc  nor  line. 

To   catch    the   fish;  what  engines  doth  he    Nor  snare,  nor  net,  nor  engine,  can  make 
_  .maker  thine: 

Behold  I  how  he  engageth  all  his  wits ;  They  must  be  grop'd  for,  and  be  tickled  too. 

Also  lus  snares,  lines,  angles,  hooks,  and  nets :    Or  they  will  not  be  catch'd,  whate'cr  you  da 


^genial  spring,  beneath  the  quivering  shade, 
When    cooling    vapours    breathe   along  the 

mead. 
The  patient  fisher  takes  his  silent  stand, 
Intent,  his  angle  trembling  in  his  hand : 
with  looks   unmoved,   he  hopes   the  scaly 

breed, 
And  eyes  the  dancing  cork  and  bending  reed. 


POPE. 


Our  plenteous  streams  a  various'race  supply, 
The  bright-eyed  perch  wiih  fins  of  Tyrian  dye  ; 
The  silver  eel,  in  shining  volumes  roU'd  ; 
The  yellow  carp,  in  scales  bedropp'd  with 

gold; 
Swift  trouts,  diversified  with  crimson  stains  ; 
And  pikes,  the  tyrants  of  the  watery  plains. 
.  .  Windsor  Forest. 


GAY. 


When  ^genial  Spring  a  living  warmth  bestows,  He  greedily  sucks  in  the  twining  bait, 

^d  o  er  the  year  her  verdant  mantle  throws,  And  tugs  and  nibbles  the  fallacious  meat : 

No  swelling  inundation  hides  the  grounds,  Now,  happy  Fisherman  I  now  twitch  the  line  ! 

ButCTystalcurrentsglide  within  their  bounds;  How  thy  rod  bends!    behold)   the  prize  is 
The  finny  brood  their  wonted  haimts  forsake,  thine  1 

Float  in  the  sun,  and  skim  along  the  lake  ;  Cast  on  the  bank,  he  dies  with  gasping  pains. 

With  frequent  leap  they  range  the  shallow  And  trickling  blood  his  silver  mail  distains. 


streams. 

Their  silver  coats  reflect  the  dazzling  beams : 
Now  let  the  fisherman  his  toils  prepare. 
And  arm  himself  with  every  wat'ry  snare : 
His  hooks,  his  lines,  peruse  with  careful  eye, 
li^ease  his  tackle,  and  his  rod  retie. 


You  must  not  every  worm  promiscuous  use ; 
Judgment  will  tell  thee  proper  bait  to  choose  ; 
The  worm  that  draws  a  long  immod'rate  size 
The  trout  abhors,  and  the  rank  morsel  flies  ; 
And  if  too  small,  the  naked  fraud's  in  si^^ht. 
And  fear  forbids,  while  hunger  does  invite. 


When  floating  clouds  their  spongy  fleeces  Those  baits  will  best  reward  the  fisher's  pains, 

drain.  Whose  polish'd  tails  a  shining  yellow  stains : 

Troubling  the  streams  with  swift-descending  Cleanse  them  from  filth,  to  give  a  tempting 

rain.  ^loss. 

And  waters  tumbling  down  the  mountain's  Chensh  the  sullied  reptile  race  with  moss  ; 

.^  side.  ^   ^  ^        ^  Amid  the  verdant  bed,  they  twine,  they  toil, 

Bear  the  loose  soil  into  the  swelling  tide.  And  from  their  bodies  wipe  tlieir  native  soil. 
Then,  soon  as  vernal  gales  begin  to  rise.  But  when  the  sun  displays  his   glorious 

And  drive  the  liquid  burden  through  the  skies,  beams, 

^Je  fisher  to  the  neighbouring  current  speeds,  And  shallow  rivers  flow  with  silver  streams. 

Whose  rapid  surface  purls,  unknown  to  weeds ;  Then  the  deceit  the  scaly  breed  survey, 

Upon  a  rising  border  of  tne  brook  Bask  in  the  sun  and  look  into  the  day : 

He  sits  him  down,  and  lies  the  treach'rous  You  now  a  more  delusive  art  must  try, 

hook ;  And  tempt  their  htmger  with  the  cunous  fly. 
Now  expectation  cheers  his  eager  thought,  To  frame  the  little  animal,  provide 

His  bosom  glows  with  treasures  yet  uncaught ;  All  the  gay  hues  that  wait  on  female  pride  : 


^efore  his  eyes  a  banquet  seems  to  stand, 
"here  every  guest  applauds  his  skilful  hand. 


Let  Nature  guide  thee ;  sometimes  golden 


Psu*  up  Uie  stream  the  twisted   hair   he    The  shining  bellies  of  the  fly  require 


throws. 
Which  down  the  murm'ring  current  gently 

^JJhen  if  or  chance  or  hunger's  pow'rful  sway 
Directs  the  roving  trout  this  fatal  way. 


The  peacock's  plumes  thy  ucUe  must   not 

fail. 
Nor  the  dear  purchase  of  the  sable's  taiL 
Each  gaudy  bird  some  slender  tribute  brings. 
And  lends  the  growing  insect  proper  wings : 


Digitized 


by  Google 


2S8 


APFENDJX  TO  THE 


SiUck  of  all  colours  must  thctr  aid  impart, 
And  ev'ry  fur  promote  the  (uheKt  art. 
So  the  gay  ladv,  with  expensive  care, 
Borrows  the  pride  of  land,  pf  tea*  and  air : 
Furs,  pearls  and  plumes,  the  glittering  thing 

displays, 
Darzlcs  our  eyes,  and  easy  hearts  betrays. 

Mark  well  the  various  seasons  of  the  year. 
How  the  succeeding  insect  race  appear; 
In  this  revolving  moon  one  colour  reigns. 
Which  in  the  next  the  fickle  trout  disdains. 
« )ft  have  I  seen  a  skilful  angler  try 
The  various  colours  of  the  treach'rooi  fly ; 
When  hr  with  fruitless  pain  hath  skimmM  the 

brook, 
And  I  he  coy  fi»h  rejects  the  skipping  hook,  ^ 
He  shakes  the  boughk  that  on  the  margin 

glow, 
Which  o'er  the  stream  a  waving  forest  throw, 
When  if  an  insect  fall  (his  ceruin  guide). 
He  grntly  takes  him  from  the  whirling  tide, 
Kxamines  well  his  form  with  curious  eyes. 
His  gaudy  ve^,  his  wings,  his  horns,  his  eyes ; 
Then  round  his  hook  the  chosen  fur  he  winds, 
And  on  the  l^ack  a  speckled  feather  binds ; 
So  just  the  colours  snine  throuf^h  every  part| 
That  Nature  seems  to  live  again  in  Art. 
I^t  not  ihy  wary  step  advance  too  near. 
While  all  thy  hope  hangs  on  a  single  hair ; 
The  new-form'd  insect  on  the  water  mores. 
The  speckled  trout  the  curious  snare  approves ; 
Upon  the  curling  surface  let  it  glide, 
With  nat'ral  motion  from  thy  hand  supplied. 
Against  the  stream  now  let  it  gently  play, 
Now  in  the  rapid  eddy  roll  away  : 
The  scaly  shoals  float  by,  and,  seixed  with 

fear, 
Behold  their  fellows  tost  in  thinner  air : 
But  soon  they  leap,  and  catch  the  swimming 

bait, 
Phin<;e  on  the  hook,  and  share  an  equal  fate. 
When  a  brisk  gale  against  the  current  blows. 
And  all  the  wat'ry  plain  in  wrinkles  flows. 
Then  let  the  fisherman  his  art  repeat, 
Whf-re  bubbling  eddies  favour  the  deceit. 
If  an  enormous  salmnn  chance  to  spy 
The  wanton  errors  of  the  floating  fly, 
He  lifts^iis  silver  gills  above  the  flood. 
And  greedily  sucks  in  th'  unfaithful  food. 


Then  downright  phinget  with  the  fraadU 

And  bears  with  joy  the  little  sp(^  away : 
Soon  in  smart  pain  he  feels  the  dire  mistake. 
La<ihes  the  wave,  and  beats  the  foamy  lake : 
With  sudden  rage  he  now  aloft  appeals. 
And  in  his  eye  convulsiTe  anguisn  bears ; 
And  now  again,  impatient  of  the  womad. 
He  rolls  and  wreaths  his  shining  body  ronnd : 
llwa  headlong  shoou  beneatn  the  dashiDg 

tide. 
The  trembling  fins  the  boiUnit  wave  divUe : 
Now  hope  exalts  the  fi>her^s  beatine  heart. 
Now  he  turns  pale,  and  fears  his  duoioos  art ; 
He  views  the  tumbling  fish  with  longing  eye> 
While  the  line  stretches  with  th'  onwiekiy 

prize; 
Each  motion  humours  with  his  steady  hands. 
And  one  slight  hair  the  mighty  bulk  cob- 

mands ; 
Till  tired  at  last,  despoil'd  of  all  his  strength. 
llie  game  athwart  the  stream  unfokis  hs 

length. 
He  now,  with  pleasure,  views  the  gasping  pri^e 
Gnash  his  sharp  teeth,  and  roll  hu  blood-shot 

eyes; 
Then  draws  him  to  the  shore,  with  artfiul  care. 
And  lifU  his  nostrils  in  the  sick'ning  air : 
Upon  the  burihen'd  stream  he  floatiu^  lies. 
Stretches  his  quivering  fins,  and  ga<;pingdie^ 
Would  you  preserve  a  num'rous  fiimy  race? 
Let  your  fierce  dogs  the  rav'nous  otter  chase : 
Th*  arophibiotis  monster  ranges  all  the  shores. 
Darts  through  the  waves,  and  e\'*ry  haunt  ex- 
Or  let  the  gin  his  roving  step-i  betray,  [plocc* : 
And  save  from  hostile  jaws  the  scaly  prey. 

I  never  wander  where  the  bord'ring  recd« 
O'exiook  the  muddy  stream,  whose  tangtios 

weeds 
Perplex  the  fisher ;  I  nor  choose  to  bear 
The  thievish  nightly  net  nor  barbed  spear : 
Nor  drain  I  ponds  the  golden  carp  to  take. 
Nor  irowle  (or  pikes  dispeop!ers  of  the  lake. 
Around  the  steel  no  tortur'd  worm  shall  twine. 
No  blood  of  living  insect  stain  my  line : 
Let  me,  less  cruel,  cast  the  feathcr'd  hook. 
With  pliant  rod  athwart  the  pebbled  brook. 
Silent  along  the  mazy  margin  stray. 
And  with  the  fur-wrought  fly  delude  the  prey 
RttrtU  Sp^s. 


THOMSON. 


Now  when  the  first  foul  torrent  of  the  brooks, 
Swell'd  with  the  vernal  rains,  is  ebb'd  away, 
And,  whitening,  down  their  mossy-tinctured 

stream 
Descends  the  billowy  foam :  now  is  the  time. 
While  yet  the  dark-brown  water  aids  the  guile. 
To  tempt  the  trout.    The  well-dissembled  fly. 
The  rod  fine  tapering  with  elastic  spring, 
Snatch'd  from  the  hoary  steed  the  floating 

line. 
And  all  thy  slender  wat'ry  stores  prepare. 
But  let  not  on  thjr  hook  the  tortured  worm 
On%-uIsive  twist  in  agonising  folds : 
Which,  by  rapacious  hunger  swallow'd  deep. 
Gives,  as  you  tear  it  from  the  bleeding  breast 


Of  the  weak,  helpless,  uncomplaining  wretch 
Harsh  pain  and  horror  to  the  trembling  hand- 
When,  with  his  lively  ray,  the  potent  son 
Has  pierced  the  streams  and  roused  the  fiuay 

race, 
Then  issuing  cheerful  to  thy  sport  repair. 
Chief  should  the  western  breezes  curhng  play, 
And  light  o'er  ether  bear  the  shadowy  clviuds 
High  to  their  fount,  this  day,  amid  the  hills. 
And  woodlands  warbling  rotmd,  trace  up  the 

brooks; 
The  next,  pursue  their  rocky-channel'd  maze 
Down  to  (he  river,  in  whose  amp  e  wave 
llieir  little  naiads  love  to  sport  at  large. 
Just  in  the  dubious  point,  where  with  the  pool 
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Is  mi  x'd  the  trembling  stream,  or  where  it  From  hi<t  dark  haunt,  beneath  the  tangled 

b<>iU  roots 

Around  the   stone,  or  from  the  hollo w'd  Of  pendent  trees  the  monarch  of  the  brook, 

bank  ^  ^  Behoves  you  then  to  ply  your  finest  art. 

Reverted  plays  in  undulating  dow,  ^  ^"^  '^'"^  ^^  foUowmg  cautious,  scans  the 
There  throw  nice-judging  the  delusive  fly :  ny  ; 

A.nd  as  you  lead  it  round  in  artful  curve,  And  oft  attempts  to  seize  it,  but  as  oft 

>Vith  eye  attentive  mark  the  springing  game.  The  dimpled  water  speaks  his  jealous  fear. 

Straight  as  above  the  surface  of  the  flood  At  last,  whi  e  }i»ply  o'er  the  shaded  sun 

Tliey  wanton  rise,  or  urged  by  hunger  leap,  Passes  a  cloud,  he  desperate    takes   the 
Then  fix  with  gentle   twitch  the  barbed  death. 

hook :  With  sullen  plunge.   At  once  he  darts  along. 

Some  lightly  tossing  to  the  grassy  bank,  Deep  struck,  and  runs  out  all  the  length- 
And  to  the  shelving  shore  slow  dragging  en'd  line ; 

some.  Then  seeks  the  farthest  ooze,  the  sheltering 
With  various  hand  proportlon'd  to  their  weed, 

force.  The  cavem'd  bank,  his  old  secure  abode  ; 

\i  yet  too  young,  and  easily  deceived.  And  flies  aloft,  and  flounces  round  the  pool, 

A  worthless  prey  scarce  bends  your  pliant  Indignant  of  the  guile.  With  yielding  hand 

rod  :  That  feels  him  still,  yet  to  his  furious  course 

Him,  piteous  of  his  youth  and  the  short  Gives  way,  you  now  retiring,  following  now 

space  Across  the  stream,  exhaust  his  idle  rage : 

He  has  enjo/d  the  vital  light  of  Heaven,  Till  floating  broad  upon  his  breathless  side. 

Soft  disengage,  and  back  into  the  stream  And  to  his  fate  abandoned,  to  the  shore 

The  speckled  captive  throw.     But  should  You  gaily  drag  your  unresisting  prize. 

you  lure  Spring. 

Burton  in  his  Anatomy  of  Melancholy  makes  the  following  observations 
upon  Angling  : — 

**  Fishing  is  a  kind  of  hunting  by  water,  be  it  by  nets,  weeles,  boats, 
angling,  or  otherwise,  and  yields  all  out  as  much  pleasure  to  some  men,  as 
dogs,  hawkes.  When  they  draw  their  fish  upon  the  bank,  saith  Nic 
Henselius,  Silesiographia,  cap.  3,  speaking  of  that  extraordinary  delight  his 
countrymen  took  in  fishing  and  making  of  pooles.  James  Dubravius,  that 
Moravian,  in  his  book  De  Piscibus,  telleth,  how  travelling  by  the  highways 
side  in  Silesia,  he  found  a  nobleman  booted  up  to  the  groins,  and  wading 
himself,  pulling  the  nets,  and  labouring  as  much  as  any  fisherman  of  them 
all ;  and  when  some  belike  objected  to  him  the  baseness  of  his  office,  he 
excused  himself,  that  if  other  men  might  hunt  hares,  why  should  not  he 
hunt  carps  ?  Many  gentlemen  in  like  sort  with  us,  will  wade  up  to  the 
arm-holes  upon  such  occasions,  and  voluntarily  undertake  that  to  satisfy 
their  pleasure,  which  a  poor  man  of  a  good  stipend  would  scarce  be  hired 
to  undergo. — But  he  that  shall  but  consider  the  variety  of  baits,  and  pretty 
devices  which  our  anglers  have  invented,  peculiar  lines,  false  flies,  several 
sleights,  &c.,  will  say  that  it  deserves  as  much  commendation,  requires  as 
much  study,  and  perspicacy  as  the  rest,  and  much  to  be  preferred  before 
many  of  them. — But  this  is  still  and  quiet ;  and  if  so  be  tne  angler  catch 
no  fish,  yet  he  hath  a  wholesome  walk  to  the  brook's  side,  pleasant  shade 
by  the  sweet  silver  streams,  he  hath  fresh  air,  and  sweet  smells  of  fine  fresh 
meadow  flowers,  he  hears  the  melodious  harmony  of  birds,  he  sees  the 
swans,  herons,  ducks,  water-hens,  cootes,  &c.,  and  many  other  fowl,  with 
their  brood,  which  he  thinketh  better  than  the  noise  of  hounds  or  blast  of 
horns,  and  all  the  sport  that  they  can  make." — Part  2,  see,  2,  m,  4,  edit. 
Ox/.  1 62 1. 

For  the  reasons  stated  in  the  following  extract  from  the  advertisement 
prefixed  to  a  reprint  of  the  **Treat]^se  of  Fysshyng  wyth  an  Angle,'* 
ascribed  to  Juliana  Bemers,  in  1827,  it  is  desirable  that  the  roost  striking 
passages  of  that  treatise  should  be  inserted  among  these  notes : — 
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It  is  not,  however,  merely  as  a  literary  curiosity  that  this  treatise  b  of 
interest,  for  independently  of  the  information  which  it  contains  of  the  state 
of  Angling  at  the  period  in  which  it  was  vrritten,  there  are  some  grounds 
for  presuming  that  it  suggested  to  Walton  the  idea  of  his  "  Complete 
Angler,"  for  the  most  superficial  reader  cannot  fail  to  be  struck  with  the 
general  resemblance  between  them.  "  The  Treat)rsc  of  Fysshynge  wyth 
an  Angle,"  commences  with  some  observations,  which  are  renuirkable  for 
their  truth  and  simplicity  ;  and  after  comparing  the  pursuits  of  Homing, 
Hawking,  and  Fowlinc,  with  that  of  Anghng,  the  preiference  is  of  course 
given  to  the  latter.  Then  follow  instructions  for  making  tackle,  rods,  baits, 
&c.,  and  a  description  of  the  most  skilful  manner  of  using  them,  tc^thcr 
with  an  account  of  the  various  kinds  of  river  fish,  and  their  respective 
merits  as  food  ;  and  the  treatise  is  concluded  by  some  admirable  niles  for 
the  conduct  of  Anglers  towards  each  other,  and  towards  those  whose  lands 
they  frequent,  an  observance  of  which,  it  is  emphatically  added,  would 
secure  *'the  blessing  of  God  and  Saint  Peter  which  he  them  grant  that 
with  his  precious  blixxl  us  bought" 

Thus  it  is  manifest,  that  in  the  most  important  features,  Walton  has 
closely  followed  the  treatise,  and  although  he  has  much  enlarged  npon  it, 
and  introduced  his  remarks  in  a  dialogue,  there  is  so  great  a  similarity 
between  them,  as  to  justify  the  opinion,  that  if  the  ori^^insd  idea  of  his  work 
was  not  derived  from  this  tract,  he  was  indebted  to  it  m  an  eminent  degree. 
In  piety  and  virtue,  in  the  inculcation  of  morality,  in  an  ardent  love  for 
their  art,  and  still  more,  in  that  placid  and  Christian  spirit,  for  which  the 
amiable  Walton  was  so  conspicuous,  the  early  writer  was  scarcely  inferior 
to  his  more  celebrated  successor.  Nor  ought  the  suggestion  to  offend  the 
admirers  of  the  latter,  that  judging  from  their  writings  upon  the  same 
subject,  and  making  a  proper  allowance  for  the  different  state  of  manners 
in  the  fifteenth  and  seventeenth  centuries,  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  two 
more  kindred  spirits  than  the  authors  of  "The  Treatyse  of  Fysshynge 
wyth  an  Angle, ^*  and  of  **  The  Complete  Angler." 

"  Here  beginneth  the  Treatise  of  Fishing  with  an  Angle. — Solomon  in 
his  parables  saith  that  a  good  spirit  maketh  a  flowering  age,  that  is,  a  fair 
age  and  a  long.  And,  sith  it  is  so :  I  ask  this  question,  which  be  the 
means  and  the  causes  that  induce  a  man  into  a  merry  spirit  ?  Truly,  to 
my  best  discretion,  it  seemeth  good  disports  and  honest  games  in  whom  a 
man  joyeth  without  any  repentance  after.  Then  foUoweth  it  that  good 
disports  and  honest  games  be  cause  of  man*s  fair  age  and  long  life.  And, 
therefore,  now  will  I  choose  of  four  good  disports  and  honest  games,  that 
is  to  wit :  of  hunting,  hawking,  fishing,  and  fowling.  The  best  to  my 
simple  discretion  which  is  fishing  ;  called  angling  with  a  rod,  and  a  line 
and  a  hook.  And  thereof  to  treat  as  my  simple  wit  may  suffice  ;  both  for 
the  said  reason  of  Solomon,  and  also  for  the  reason  that  physic  maketh  in 
this  wise.  Si  tibi  deficiant  medici,  medici  tibi  fiant ;  hec  tria  mens  laeta 
labor  et  moderata  dieta.  Ye  shall  understand  that  this  is  for  to  say,  if  a 
man  lack  leech  or  medicine  he  shall  make  three  things  his  leech  and  medi- 
cine, and  he  shall  need  never  no  more.  The  first  of  them  is  a  merry 
thought ;  the  second  is  labour  not  outrageous  ;  the  third  is  diet  measurable. 
First,  that  if  a  man  will  evermore  be  in  merry  thoughts  and  have  a  glad 
spirit,  he  must  eschew  all  contrarious  companv,  and  all  places  of  debate, 
where  he  might  have  any  occasions  of  melancholy  ;  and  if  he  will  have  a 
labour  not  outrageous,  he  must  then  ordain  him,  to  his  heart's  ease  and 
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pleasance,  without  study,  pensiveness,  or  travail,  a  merry  occupation 
>which  may  rejoice  his  heart,  and  in  which  his  spirits  may  have  a  merry 
<Jelight ;  and  if  he  will  be  dieted  measurably,  he  must  eschew  all  places  of 
riot,  which  is  cause  of  surfeit  and  of  sickness  ;  and  he  must  draw  him  to 
places  of  sweet  air  and  hunger,  and  eat  nourishable  meats  and  defiabie 
also. 

•*  Now  then  will  I  describe  the  said  disports  and  games,  to  find  the  best 
of  them,  as  verily  as  I  can,  albeit  that  the  right  noble  and  full  worthy 
prince,  the  Duke  of  York,  late  called  master  of  game,  hath  described  the 
mirths  of  hunting,  like,  as  I  think  to  describe  of  it  and  of  all  the  other. 
For  hunting  as  to  my  intent  is  too  laborious,  for  the  hunter  must  always 
run  and  follow  his  hounds,  travelling  and  sweating  full  sore  ;  he  bloweth 
till  his  lips  blister  ;  and  when  he  weneth  it  be  a  hare,  full  oft  it  is  a  hedge- 
hog. Thus  he  chaseth  and  wots  not  what  He  cometh  home  at  even, 
rain-beaten,  pricked,  and  his  clothes  torn,  wet  shod,  all  miry,  some  hound 
lost,  some  surbat.  Such  griefs  and  many  other  happeneth  unto  the  hunter, 
which  for  displeasance  of  them  that  love  it  I  dare  not  report.  Thus  truly 
me  seemeth  that  this  is  not  the  best  disport  and  game  of  the  said  four. 
The  disport  and  game  of  hawking  is  laborious  and  noisome  also  as  me 
seemeth  ;  for  often  the  falconer  loseth  his  hawks,  as  the  hunter  his  hounds, 
then  is  his  game  and  his  disport  gone  ;  full  often  crieth  he  and  whistleth 
till  that  he  be  right  evil  athirst.  His  hawk  taketh  a  bow  and  list  not  once 
on  him  reward ;  when  he  would  have  her  for  to  flee,  then  will  she  bathe  ; 
iwith  misfeeding  she  shall  have  the  fronce,  the  rye,  the  cray,  and  many 
other  sicknesses  that  bring  them  to  the  souse.  Thus  by  proof  this  is  not 
the  best  disport  and  game  of  the  said  four.  The  disport  and  game  of  fowl- 
ing me  seemeth  most  simple,  for  in  the  winter  season  the  fowler  speedeth 
not,  but  in  the  most  hardest  and  coldest  weather,  which  is  grievous  ;  for 
when  he  would  go  to  his  gins  he  may  not  for  cold.  Many  a  gin  and  many 
a  snare  he  maketh  :  yet  sorrily  doth  he  fare  ;  at  mom-tide  in  the  dew  he 
is  wet  shod  unto  his  tail.  Many  other  such  I  could  tell,  but  dread  of 
meagre  maketh  me  for  to  leave.  Thus  me  seemeth  that  hunting  and  hawk- 
ing and  also  fowling  be  so  laborious  and  grievous,  that  none  of  them  may 
perform  nor  be  very  mean  that  induce  a  man  to  a  merry  spirit :  which 
is  cause  of  his  long  life  according  unto  the  said  parable  of  Solomon. 
Doubtless  then  followeth  it  that  it  must  needs  be  the  disport  of  fishing  with 
an  angle;  for  all  other  manner  of  fishing  is  also  laborious  and  grievous : 
often  making  folks  full  wet  and  cold,  which  many  times  hath  been  seen 
cause  of  great  infirmities.  But  the  angler  may  have  no  cold  nor  no  disease 
nor  anger,  but  if  he  be  causer  himselL  For  he  may  not  lose  at  the  most 
but  a  line  or  a  hook :  of  which  he  may  have  store  plenty  of  his  own  making, 
as  this  simple  treatise  shall  teach  him.  So  then  his  loss  is  not  grievous, 
and  other  griefs  may  he  not  have,  saving  bul  if  any  fish  break  away  after 
that  he  is  taken  on  the  hook,  or  else  that  he  catch  nought :  which  be  not 
grievous.  For  if  he  fail  of  one  he  may  not  fail  of  another,  if  he  doth  as 
this  treatise  teacheth  ;  but  if  there  be  nought  in  the  water.  And  yet  at  the 
least  he  hath  his  wholesome  walk  and  merry  at  his  ease,,  a  sweet  air  of  the 
sweet  savour  of  the  mead  flowers :  that  maketh  him  hungry.  He  heareth 
the  melodious  harmony  of  fowls.  He  seeth  the  young  swans,  herons,  ducks, 
coots,  and  many  other  fowls  with  their  broods  ;  which  me  seemeth  better 
than  all  the  noise  of  hounds,  the  blast  of  horns,  and  the  cry  of  fowls  that 
hunters,  falconers,  and  fowlers  can  make.      And  if  the  angler  take  fish, 
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surely  then  is  there  no  man  merrier  than  he  is  in  his  spirit  Also  whoso  will 
use  the  game  of  angling,  he  must  rise  early,  which  thing  is  profitable  to 
man  in  this  wise,  that  is  to  wit,  most  to  the  heal  of  his  souL  For  it  shall 
cause  him  to  be  holy,  and  to  the  heal  of  his  body,  for  it  shall  cause  him  to 
be  whole.  Also  to  the  increase  of  his  goods,  for  it  shall  make  him  rich. 
As  the  old  English  proverb  saith  in  this  wise,  whoso  will  rise  early  shall 
be  holy,  healthy,  and  zealous.  Thus  have  I  proved  in  my  intent  that  the 
disport  and  game  of  angling  is  the  very  mean  and  cause  that  induceth  a 
man  into  a  merry  spirit :  which  after  the  said  parable  of  Solomon,  and  the 
said  doctrine  of  physic,  maketh  a  flowering  age  and  a  long.  And  there- 
fore, to  all  you  tnat  be  virtuous,  gentle,  and  free-bom,  I  write  and  make 
this  simple  treatise  following,  by  which  ye  may  have  the  full  craft  of 
angling  to  disport  you  at  your  Inst,  to  the  intent  that  your  age  may  the 
more  flower  and  the  more  longer  to  endure. 

"  Ye  that  can  angle  and  take  fish  to  your  pleasures,  as  this  foresaid 
treatise  teacheth  and  showeth  you,  I  charge  and  require  you  in  the  name 
of  all  noble  men  that  ye  fish  not  in  no  poor  man's  several  water,  as  his 
pond,  stew,  or  other  necessary  things  to  keep  fish  in,  without  his  license 
and  goodwill.  Nor  that  ye  use  not  to  break.no  man's  gins  lying  in  their 
weirs  and  in  other  places  due  unto  them  ;  nor  to  take  the  fish  away  that  is 
taken  in  them.  For  after  a  fish  is  taken  in  a  man's  gin,  if  the  gin  be  laid 
in  the  common  waters,  or  else  in  such  waters  as  he  hireth,  it  is  his  own 
proper  goods  :  and  if  ye  take  it  away  ye  rob  him,  which  is  a  right  shame- 
ful deed  to  anv  noble  man  to  do  that  that  thieves  and  bribers  do  :  whidi 
are  punished  tor  their  evil  deeds  by  the  neck  and  otherwise,  when  they 
may  be  espied  and  taken.  And  also  if  ye  do  in  like  manner  as  this  treatise 
showeth  you,  ye  shall  have  no  need  to  take  of  other  men's  while  ye  shall 
have  enough  of  your  own  taking  if  ye  list  to  labour  therefore,  which  shall 
be  to  you  a  very  pleasure  to  see  the  fair  bright  shining  scaled  fishes 
deceived  by  your  crafty  means  and  drawn. upon  land.  Also  that  ye  break 
no  man's  hedges  in  going  about  your  disports  :  nor  open  no  man's  gates 
but  that  ye  shut  them  again.  Also  ye  shall  not  use  this  foresaid  crafty 
disport  for  no  covetousness,  to  the  increasing  and  sparing  of  your  money 
only,  but  principally  for  your  solace,  and  to  cause  the  health  of  your  body, 
and  specially  of  your  soul.  For  when  ye  purpose  to  go  on  your  disports 
in  fishing,  ye  will  not  desire  greatly  many  persons  with  you,  which  might 
let  you  of  your  game ;  and  then  ye  may  serve  God  devoutly  in  saying 
affectuously  your  customable  prayer.  And  thus  doing  ye  shall  esdiew 
and  avoid  many  vices,  as  idleness,  which  is  principal  cause  to  induce  man 
to  many  other  vices,  as  it  is  right  well  known.  Also  ye  shall  not  be  too 
ravenous  in  taking  of  your  said  game,  as  too  much  at  one  time,  which  ye 
may  lightly  do  if  ye  do  in  every  point  as  this  present  treatise  showeth  you 
in  every  point,  which  lightly  be  occasion  to  destroy  your  own  disports  and 
other  men's  also.  As  when  ye  have  a  sufficient  mess  ye  should  covet  no 
more  as  at  that  time.  Also  ye  shall  busy  yourself  to  nourish  the  game  in 
nil  that  ye  may,  and  to  destroy  all  such  things  as  be  devourers  of  it  And 
all  those  that  do  after  this  rule  shall  have  the  blessing  of  God  and  Saint 
Peter,  which  he  ihem  grant  that  with  his  precious  blood  us  bought" 
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qualifications    of    an,    from    Markham's 
Country    Contentments,"    37   «.,    vide 
"  Complete  Ang  er." 


Anglers,  Walton's  charactef  of  the  generality 
of,  24. 

"Angler's  Song,"  the,  written  by  William 
Basse,  88,  178. 

"Angler's  Wish,"  the,  by  Walton,  no  ;  con- 
tains the  only  allusion  to  his  having  resided 
at  or  near  Stafford,  xli. 

'*  Angler's  Wish,"  the,  by  John  Davors,  Esq, , 
extract  from,  55. 

Angling,  verses  in  praise  of,  addressed  to 
Walion  by  the  Rev.  Thomas  Weaver, 
xlix ;  a  .song  in  praise  of,  made  by  Basse, 
an  eminent  composer,  at  Walton's  request, 
cxiv  ;  the  favourite  amusement  of  Charles 
Cotton,  clxx :  not  forgotten  among  his 
regrets  at  taking  leave  of  his  home,  clxxiv  ; 
the  antiquit3r  of,  94  is.,  36  ;  the  art  of,  said 
to  be  as  ancient  as  Deucalion's^  flood,  37  ; 
first  invented  by  Belus,  37  ;  of  hij^h  esteem 
and  of  much  use  in  other  nations,  50 ; 
allowed  to  Churchmen  by  the  ancient 
ecclesiastical  canons,  as  a  harmless  recrea- 
tion, 50 ;  a  recreation  used  by  Cleopatra 
and  Mark  Antony,  50;  commendations 
bestowed  on,  by  the  learned  Perkins,  51  ; 
Dr  Whitaker,  a  great  lover  of,  51  ;  account 
of  memorable  men,  ornaments  of  the  art 
of,  51-53 ;  a  short  discourse  by  way  of 
postscript,  touching  the  laws  of.  912-214  : 
different  sorts  of,  and  directions  for,  941, 
et  seq.;  verses  descriptive  of  the  art  and 
of  the  pleasures  of,  by  Shakespeare,  286  ; 
by  Quarles,  Bitnyan,  Pope,  and  G;iy,  287  ; 
by  Thomson,  288. 

Ankham,  in  Lincolnshire,  famous  for  eels, 

164  n. 
Ant-fly,  the,  a  bait  for  chub,  69 ;  directions 
for  preserving    the,   184 ;    directions    for 
making  the  artificial,  261. 
Anthony,  St,  the  picture  of,  bequeathed  to 
Lord  Newport  by  Dr  Donne  the  younger, 
cxiii. 
"  Antidote  against  Melancholy,"  8vo,  1669, 

by  Playford,  85  n. 
Antonia,  the  wife  of  Drusus,  had  a  lamprey 
at  whose  ears  she  hung  jewels  or  ear- 
rings, 119.  x6o  n. 
Anu!K,  the  river,  in  Spain,  41. 
Arabia,  a  river  m,  of  which  all  the  sheep  that 
drink  have  their  wool  turned  to  a  vermil- 

I     ion  colour,  41. 

'  Archer,  Charlotte,  cc :  bequest  made  to,  by 

i     her  father,  Dr  Stanhope,  cci. 
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Arc5»er,  Charlotte,  wife  of  Robert  Turner, 

,  EUnbeth,  ccii. 

,  Emily,  living  in  1744,  cciii. 

,  the  Rev.  Dr  Henry,  rector  of  Fevers- 
ham,  in  Kent,  cc,  ccii. 

,  Henry,  of  l'haxte<iv  ccii, 

— ^.  Olivia  Aldone,  cciiL 

,  Stanhope,  ccii. 

ArdgU&%  Wingfield,  second  Earl  of,  clxxxiv. 

,  Mary,  Countes»>Dowager  of,  the  wife 

of  Charles  Cotton,  clxxxv,  cciii ;  adminift- 
tratiou  of  his  effects  granted  to  her,  12th 
Sept.  1687,  clxxxviii. 

Aristotle,  quoted  b)r  Walton,  41,  45,  48. 

Armstroug,  Augustine,  of  the  p<«n^  of  St 
George  the  Martyr,  cci,  cciii. 

— ,  Charles,  cci,  cciii. 

^— ,  Gilbert,  ceil 

,  Katherine,  ccii,  cciii. 

,  M  rs  Lettice,  sister  of  Sir  Aston  Cokayne, 

buried  at  A»hbourn*  clxxviii  n. 

Ariihcial  flies,  Walton  s  list  of,  and  directions 
fur  making,  100,  103-105  ;  Cotton's  direc- 
tions for  making,  044,  et  seq.;  twelve  only 
mentioned  by  Walton,  25a  :  Cotton's  list 
of,  for  January  and  February,  253  ;  for 
March,  254  ;  for  April,  255  ;  for  May,  956- 
261  :  for  June  and  July.  261 ;  for  August, 
September,  October,  November,  and  De- 
cember, 263. 

••Art  of  Angling,"  the,  by  Thomas  Barker, 
Lond.  165 1,  i3mo,  extract  from,  loi,  383. 

Arundel  mullet  considered  superior  to  others, 
73.  «40. 

**  Ak  at  noon  Duldna  rested,"  copy  of  the 
M>ng  so  called,  377. 

Ashboum,  the  town  of,  222,  225  ;  account  of 
the  Talbot  Inn  at,  227  n,-,  said  by  Cotton 
to  be  farrious  for  the  best  malt  and  the 
worst  ale  in  England,  835. 

A«.h-fly,  the  oak-fly  so  cailed,  xo6  n. 

Ashford,  county  ot  Derby.  230. 

Ash  mole,  Elias,  his  collection  of  natural 
history,  43  :  biographical  account  of,  43  n. 

A^ton.  the  family  of,  connected  with  that  of 
Cotton  by  marriage,  clxiv. 

—  ,  Walter,  Lord,  21  *».;  a  copy  of  the 
Lives  of  Donne,  Wotton,  and  Hooker,  pre- 
sented to  him  by  Walton,  preserved  in  the 
library  at  Tixall,  Ixxviii. 

— — ,  Sir  Willoughby,  of  Aston,  county  of 
Chester,  Bart.,  i  n. 

Atkinson,  Mr,  quantity  of  barbel  caught  by 
him  at  Shepperton,  qih  Aug.  1807,  170  k. 

Aubrey,  John,  Esq.,  his  statement  that 
Cotton  had  relieved  Colonel  Lovelace, 
durins;  his  distress,  corroborated,  clxvtii ; 
described  as  **a  silly  crackbrained  en- 
thusiast," 43  M. 

Aurelius  Macrobius,  a  writer  of  the  fourth 
century,  quoted  by  Walton,  33. 

Ausonius,  Decius,  referred  to  by  Walton, 
45>  i7'> 

Austin,  St,  his  "Confessions,"  quoted  by 
^yalton.  210. 

Aviaries  in  Italy,  36;  Varro's,  26. 


Avon,  the  river,  55  ;  mentiooed  in  ose  of 
Drayton's  sonnets,  196:  the  name  ona- 
mon  to  many  rivers  in  England,  930  au 

Awber,  the  river.  231. 

Awberson,  co.  of  Derby,  the  town  ol^  331. 

Aylesbury,  the  town  of,  105  ir. 

Aylmer,  Dr,  letter  from  Walton  to  Antbooy 
Wood,  in  reply  to  an  inquiry  re^yecting 
his  death,  xctx. 

Babylon,  carrier-ingeons  used  at,  97. 

Backhouse,  Mr,  said  to  have  imparted  tn 
Ashmole  the  secret  of  the  philosopher's 
stone,  317  M. 

Bacon,  Sir  Francis,  his  visit  to  John  Rales, 
cxlvi  ;  his  works  quoted  by  Wahoo,  74, 
X18,  123,  135,  137,  139.  >44.  »49.  «59.  »^<»- 

Bagley,  or  Baily,  a  clergyman,  conip.imeot- 
ary  venes  addressed  by  him  to  Walton,  on 
the  publication  of  the  second  editioa  of 
**  The  Complete  Angler,"  xlviii,  16. 

Bagster,  Mr,  his  account  of  the  fishing- 
house  at  Beresford,  338,  351. 

Baiting  with  a  lob-worm,  directions  for,  93 : 
with  a  minnow,  94 ;  with  live  bait,  135  : 
with  dead  bait,  138. 

Baits,  for  barbel,  168 :  for  bleak,  X73 :  for 
bream,  149,  150:  for  bullheads,  193;  for 
carp,  147,  148  :  for  the  chub,  68^«s  189, 
190  ;  for  dace,  183-185,  x88,  189  ;  for  ee/», 
x6i ;  for  flounders,  165  ;  for  grayling,  123, 
188  :  for  gudgeon,  171  ;  for  loach,  193 ; 
for  minnows,  193  ;  for  perch,  157  ;  for  pike, 
135^139,  153;  for  roach,  184,  et  scq-,*  f<M- 
ruffe,  171  :  for  the  salmon,  137;  for  tench, 
>S5  :  foe  trout,  69,  70,  94,  1x7  ;  directions 
for  preserving  dead  baits,  136. 

Baker,  Sir  Richard,  quotation  from  bis 
Chronicle  respecting  the  first  introductiou 
of  carp  into  England.  141. 

Bakeweil,  county  of  Derby,  330^ 

Balaena,  or  whirlpool,  a  fish  found  tn  the 
Indian  Sea,  43. 

Bala  Lake,  the  guiniad  found  in,  x66  n. 

Bald  buzzard,  the.  a  species  of  hawk,  ao. 

Balsami,  Opobalsami,  Carpobalsami,  et  Aylo- 
balsami,  cum  suo  cortice,  Expianatio ; 
Lond.  1598,  written  by  Matthias  de  Lobel, 
160  H. 

Bar,  arms  of  the  ancient  Counts  of,  166  m. 

Barbel,  the  care  taken  by  it  of  its  spawn.  48  ; 
complaint  made  in  1384  that  they  were 
unlawfully  taken  in  the  lliaroes  and  sold 
as  food  for  pig<,  63  m.  :  a  leather-mouthed 
fish,  69  :  description  of  the,  its  haunts,  167 ; 

Sirt  of  the  arms  of  the  ancient  Earls  of 
ar,  166  ;    spawning-time  of,   the  ^>awm 
considered  poisonous,  167  ;  baits  for,  i68 ; 
directions  for  angling  for,  169  :  quantity  of 
I      caught  by  a  fishing  party  at  Shepperton, 
,      in  1807,  169  n. 

'  Barker.  Thomas,  author  of  **The  Art  of 
j  Angling,**  btoeraphical  notice  of,  383  :  his 
directions  for  ny-nshingadop^ed  by  \Valton, 
.  xoi ;  his  recipe  for  anointing  boots  and 
I  shoes,  189  N. 
1  Baiicer, ,  Elizabeth,  widow  of,  ccv. 
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Barlow,  Dr,  Bishop  of  Lincoln,  his  letter  to 
Walton,  10th  May  1678,  xcii. 

.  Mr  George,  conveyed  the  king's  lesser 
Oeorge,  which  hdd  been  preserved  by 
Colonel  Blague,  after  the  battle  of  Wor^ 
cester,  to  Robert  Milward,  £sq>,  xlv,  vide 
Blore  Pipe  House. 
Barm-fly,     thtr,     for    June,    directions    for 

making,  361. 
Barnacles,  43. 

Harrington,  the  Hon.  Daines,  166  n, 
Basse.   William,  an  eminent  composer,  in- 
timate with  Walton,  cxiv;  composed  the 
"  Angler's  Song,"  at  his  reque>t,  85,  88  ; 
author  of  the  songs  mentioned  by  Walton, 
called  "The  Himter  in  his  career,"  and 
*•  Tom  of   Bedlam,"    a8i ;    list  of  other 
verses  and  poems  composed  by,  28a. 
Bat,  the,  called  a  half-year  bird,  73. 
Baicman,  William,  Esq.  of  Middicton,  near 
Bake  well,  anecdote  of  Cotton  related  from 
his  information,  clxxvii. 
Battey,  Francis,  of  Suffordf  apprenticed  by 

Izaak  Walton,  cxlix. 
Be.<ucham,  Ion,  vicar  of  East  Brent,  in 
March  x688 :  prebend  of  Wanstrow,  in 
October  1689  ;  fellow  of  Trinity  College, 
X713.  cxxii,  cciv :  a  bequest  made  to  him 
by  hi:*  ••cotisin"  Izaak  Walton,  the 
younger,  cxviii. 

,  Jarae*,  a  goldsmith  of  London,  god- 
father to  Ixaak  Walton's  *Mast  son  Isaac,' 
xlii ;  a  rin^  bequeathed  to  him  by  Walton, 
di ;  living  m  July  1714,  cxxit,  cciv. 

,  Martha,  wife  of  James,  mentioned  in 
the  will  of  her  father,  Mr  Thomas  Ken, 
xlii ;     Izaak    Walton,   the    younger,    en- 
joined by  his  father's  will  to  be  kind  to 
her,  ciL 
,  William,  fellow  of  New  College,  ap- 
pears to  have  died  before  1713,  cxxii,  cciv. 
B<»de,  the  Venerable,  account  ot  him,  159  ». 
Bedford,  Charles,  Esq.,  the  occupier  of  John 

Tradescant's  house  in  Lambeth,  43. 
Bee,  the  diligence  of  the,  38  ;  the  brood  of 
the,   a    good  bait  for  bream,   dace,  and 
roach,  ilkS. 
•*  Beggar's     Bush,    the,"     Lond.     1647,    a 

comedy,  by  Fletcher,  113  «. 
**  BcRgars  Daughter  of  Bcihnal  Green,"  the 

ballad  of  the,  209  n. 
Beketes,  mentioned  in  the  Rolls  of  Parlia- 
ment, anno  138a,  140  n. 
Bellonitis,  a  voucher  for  the  authenticity  of 

the  story  of  the  bishop-fish,  45  «. 
Belas,  said  to  be  the  first  inventor  of  the  art 

of  angling,  37. 
Benion,  the  scent  of  the  herb  so  called,  said 

to  deter  otters  from  fish-ponds,  59. 
Beniley  Brook,  near  Ashboum,  338. 
Bently,  county  of   Derby,   the    mnnor  of. 
possessed  by  Charles  Cotton,  the  father  of 
the  poet,  in  right  of  his  wife,  clxiv  ;  settle- 
ment of  on  the  marriage  of  Charles  Cotton, 
the  younger,  clxxi. 
Ben  Jonson  adopted  several  persons  as  his 
sons,  317  M* 


Beresford  Hall,  county  of  Stafford,  Walton 
supposed  to  have  spent  some  weeks  at,  in 
May  and  June  1676,  Ixxxvi ;  description 
of  the  fishing-hotute  at,  built  by  Chaiics 
Cotton,  Ixxxvii  m.,  338  n. ;  drawings  of, 
made  by  Izaac  Walton  the  younger,  cxvi ; 
enjoyed  by  Charles  Cotton,  the  father  of 
the  poet,  in  right  of  his  wife,  clxiv ;  settle- 
ment of,  on  the  marriage  of  Charies 
Cotton,  the  younger,  clxxi;  the  grounds 
near,  planted  by  him,  clxx  ;  settled  on 
him  for  life  by  Act  37  Car.  II.,  clxxxv; 
said  to  have  been  surrendered  by  him,  in 
i68i,  to  Joseph  Woodhouse,  gent., 
clxxxviii :  purchased  by  Loi  d  Beresford 
in  1825,  338  :  engravings  of  the  hall,  334, 
357 ;    engravings   of    the     fishing-hou&e, 

a37-a39« 
Beresford,  John,  Esq.,  of  Ashbourn,  portrait 

of  Cotton  in  his  possession,  cxcix. 
^,  John,  Esq.,  of  Newton  Grange,  county 

of  Derb^,  clxxxviiL 
,  Olivia,  daughter  and  heiress  of  Edward 

Beresfordrof  Beresford,  county  of  Stafford, 

clxiv,  cciil 
Bemers,  Dame  Juliana,  39 ;  extract  from  the 

advertisement  prefixed  to  her  "  Treatyse 

of  Fysshynge  wyth  an  Angle,"  3ga 
Berwick,  the  town  of,  196. 
Bibliotheca  sive  Catalogus  Scriptorum,  Lat 

Gr.  and  Heb.,  by  Gcsner,  1545^55,  44,  n.    , 
Biddulph,  Ann,  wife  of  Simon,  E^q-,  of  the 

Cape  of  Good  Hope,  the  representative  of 

Mrs  Burnet,  cc. 
,  Walter,  E«iq ,  of  Barton-undcr-Need- 

wood,  sale  of  his  otter-hounds,  56  n. 
Bird  of  Paradise,  43. 
Birds'  nests,  43. 

Bishop-fish,  the  story  of  the,  45  n. 
Bishop's  lliorpe,  the  archiepiscopal  palace 

at,  37  n. 
Bittern,  the,  63. 
Blackbird,  the,  36. 
Black-blue  dun  fly,  the,  for  July,  directions 

for  m.iking,  363. 
Black-fly,  the,  directions  for  making,   100, 

257,  363. 
Blaclcfriars,  shoals  of  roach  formerly  settled 

at,  182  n. 
Black  gnats,  directions  for  making.  355,  361. 
Black  liackle,  the,  for  July,  directions  for 

making,  363. 
Black  patches,  worn  by  women  of  fashion, 

139  n. 
Blagden,  Mrs,  the  only  living  descendant  of 

Walton,  excepting  the  Rev.  Dr  Hawes, 

cxxi. 
Blagden,  Mr  l*homas  Knapp,  of  Winchester, 

cxxi,  cxxxii,  vide  Hawkins. 
Blague,  Colonel,   preserved  the  king's  lesser 

George,  after  the  Lattle  of  Worcester,  xlv  ; 

imprisoned  in  the  Tower,  xlv. ;   escaped 

from  thence,  xlv. 
Bleak,  the,  called  the  river  Swallow;   de- 
scription of,  and  baits  and  mode  of  angling 

for,  173. 
Bleak  Hall,  near  Edmonton,  liv,  64  iv.,  78. 
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B  Us,  Tif%  a  redpe  for  catchinf  pike,  from 
a  MS.  ia  hU  powession,  138  ft. 

Blood-red  rook  (rom  Turkey,  the,  a  q>ecies 
of  hawk,  38. 

Blore  Pipe  Hou«e,  county  of  StAffnrd,  the 
residence  of  Mr  George  Barlow,  xlv. 

BU»wfieki«  Johu,  gent.,  xxii,  auudv,  vide 
Cranmer. 

Bludworth,  Elizabeth,  widow,  adminiatration 
of  the  effects  of  Charles  Cotton  granted  to 
her,  clzxxviii. 

Blue-dtm  fly,  directions  for  making  tb&  954. 

Bluet,  Dorothy,  daughter  of  John,  of  Hol- 
comb  Regit,  coimty  of  Devon,  Esq.*  xcvi, 
Tide  Wallop. 

BoMT,  the  wild,  30:  a  feast  of,  given  by 
Cleopatra  to  Mark  Antony,  yx 

Bobbing  for  eels,  the  method  of,  i6a  n. 

Bxkerel  and  Bockerct,  the,  a8. 

Bocton  Palace,  Ixxix. 

'*  Bonny  Milkmaid,"  the,  a  son^,  83  tu 

Booby,  Thomas,  cxxxiii^  cxxxviit. 

•*  Book  of  St  Alhan's"  the,  quoted,  iax. 

**  Booke  of  Fishing  with  hooke  and  line," 
4to,  Lond.  1600,  supposed  to  have  been 
written  by  Leonard  Alascal.  141  n, 

Borradale,  Dr.  rector  of  Market  Deeping, 
county  of  Lincoln,  was  in  1714  in  pon- 
scssion  of  ih-  letter  written  by  the  younger 
Donne  to  Izaak  Walton,  thanking  him  for 
having  written  his  father's  Life,  xxix. 
*Borrowa-<he,  settlement  of  the  manor  of,  on 
the  marriage  of  Charles  Cotton,  the 
younger,  dxxi. 

Btiswell,  James  requested  by  Dr  Johnson,  in 
1777,  to  procure  him  all  the  editions  of 
Walton's  Lives,  cxxiv,  vide  Johnson. 

Botcher,  the,  dencription  of,  126  n. 

Boieler,  Sir  Francis  of  Lewin,  county  Herts, 
ccii. 

Bolder,  or  Butler,  Dr  William,  his  observa- 
tion respecting  strawberries  quoted  bv 
Walton,  109 ;  biographical  account  of, 
100  H. 

Bowle«,  the  Rrv.  William  Lisle,  an  error  in 
his  Lif'e  of  Bishop  Ken  corrected,  xxxix ; 
no  evidence  in  support  of  his  assumption 
in  his  Life  of  Bishop  Ken,  that  Dr  Morlcy 
was  Walton's  guest  at  his  cottage  in 
Staffordshire,  from  April  1648  to  May 
1649,  xl ;  his  authority  apparently  derived 
from  traditional  information,  xl  n  \  his 
remark  upon  an  alteration  made  by  Walton 
in  the  epitaph  of  his  second  wife,  Ixix ; 
his  conjecture  "  that  the  retired  spot  which 
contain-i  Walton's  remains,  was  fixed  on 
by  himself,  as  suiting  his  humbler  station 
of  life,"  cvii ;  his  account  of  Walton's 
merits  cxxviii. 

B  ultoii.  Tames,  of  Stafford,  apprenticed  by 
Izaak  Walton,  cxHx. 

Bowlker,  extract  from  his  "Art  of  Angling" 
respecting  the  mode  of  generation  of  eels, 
164  M.  ;  his  directions  for  making  the  nak- 
fly,  105  H.  ',  quotation  from  him  respecting 
the  making  of  fish-ponds,  aoo  n. 

Boyle,  tlie  learned,  advanced  a  sum  of  money 


to  Bishop  Sanderson,  dining  a  period  of 
distress,  xcii. 

Bradford,  the  river,  230. 

Bradley,  A.,  his  answer  to  the  song  **  Phil- 
lida  flouts  me,**  79  n. 

Bradshaw,  John,  £dq.,  237. 

Br^ilsford,  a  village  near  Ashbotim,  dxzxv, 
aaa. 

Brandling,  the,  a  bait  for  trout,  where  to  Le 
found,  9t  ;  method  of  pre?»erving  it,  9a  : 
the  best  bait  for  perch,  157. 

Brandon,  Charles,  his  residence  near  tne 
Swan,  in  Golden  Lane,  Ix:  meniiuned  tn 
the  first  and  second  editions  of  the  **  Cunt- 
jrfete  Angler,*  188  «. 

Bream,  the,  1 1  ;  description  of^  148 :  found 
in  the  larger  bkes  and  still  rivers  of 
Europe,  and  in  the  Ca5p!an  Sea,  148  «. ; 
highly  esteemed  by  the  French,  149;  in- 
sunces  of  the  high  price  of  in  the  isih 
century,  149  n.  ;  baits  tor,  149,  285,  i£6w 
188 ;  directions  for  angling  for,  150,  15a  ; 
groiind-bait  for,  151  ;  a  kind  of  bastArd 
roach  bred  from  the  Ix-eam  and  the  nMch, 
182. 

Breton,  Nicolas,  the  author  of  "  Poste  with 
a  packet  of  Mad  Letters."  1637,  81. 

"Brewsed  Reide,"  the,  by  Dr  Sibhs  be- 
(}ueathed  by  Walton  to  his  son  Izaac.  cL 

Bndgeman,  Sir  Orlando,  lord  keeper,  his 
plan  for  the  compression  of  the  more 
moderate  of  the  dis?<enters  from  ih-z  Estab- 
lished Church,  and  allowing  indu-gence:^ 
to  such  as  could  not  be  brought  witfun  tne 
comprehension,  rejected  by  the  House  of 
Commons,  xcvL 

Bright  brown  fly,  directions  for  making.  254. 

Bright  dim  gnat,  the,  directions  for  making, 

353- 
Brigiitman,  Mr,  his  comment  on  the  Rcvela* 

tions,  cxtiv. 

'*  Britannia,"  Camden's,  the  edition  of  1637, 
quoted  by  Walton,  5,  vide  Camden. 

Brodenck,  Sir  Allan,  a  bequest  made  to  by 
Dr  Donne,  the  younger,  cxiii. 

Brome,  Alexander,  complimentary  \'er«s 
addressed  by  him  to  Walton,  ou  the  pub- 
lication of  the  second  edition  of  **  The 
Complete  Angler,"  xlviii,  14  ;  an  **  hamb  e 
eclogue,"  addressed  to  him  by  Walton,  on 
the  Restoration.  Ixv  ;  the  fir-^t  edition  of 
his  songs  and  other  poems  printed  in  1661, 
Ixvi ;  died  29th  June  1666,  Ixvi  «.;  the 
second  edition  of  his  poems,  printed  in  r66S, 
Ixvi  n.;  an  epode  written  to,  by  Charles 
Cotton,  on  the  king's  return,  clxix  ;  verses 
on  his  death,  by  the  same,  clxxii ;  was  one 
of  the  adopted  sons  of  Ben  Jonson,  217  w,; 
edited  Fletcher's  Comedy  of  "Monsieur 
Thomas,"  in  1639,  274. 

,  Mr  Henry,  of  St  Paul's  Churchyard, 

London,  xcvii,  clxxvi  w.,  clxxxiii :  tne 
publisher  of  Charles  Cotton,  presumed  to 
be  the  brother  of  the  poet  of  that  name, 
clxxxL 

Bromleyi  William,  son  of  Sir  William 
Bromley,  K.B.,  cxxxv. 
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Broolchouse,  Anne,  wife  cf  Robert,  of  Bub- 
ton,  ca  Derby,  civ. 
Broughton,    Mary,    daughter    of    Thomax 
Broughton,  of  Brought  on,  county  of  Staf- 
ford, 1  «. 
Hro-wrn  Gnat,  the,  frar  June,  directions  for 

vTL^Icinz,  261. 
Bro>wn,  Mi«»  Eh'zabeth,  married  the  Rev. 

Henry  Hawes,  cxxi,  cxxxii. 
Browne,  Mr  Leonard,  alderman  of  Canter- 1 
laury,  married  Anne,  daughter  of  Captain 
Richard  Bargrave,  of  Patricksboume,  xxx. 

»  Martin,  alderman  of  London,  ccv. 

• ,  the  Rev.  Mo&e5,  reprinted  the  "Com- 

?»1ete  Angler,"  in  1773,  cxxiv  ;  quotation 
rom  his  preface,  cxxvii,  38  ».,  40  ».,  59  n. 

,  Rebecca,  ccv. 

,  William,  Esq.,  cxxxii. 

Hrvdges,  Margaret,  of  Upleaden,  county  of 

Hereford.  143  n. 
Huck,  the,  39,  30,  75. 

Hulboume,  a  spring  so  called,  near  Trine, 
county  of  Herts,  said  to  be  one  of  the  heads 
of  the  Thames  195  '<• 
Bullhead,  or  miller  s-thumb,  description  of 
the,  193 :  spawiiing-time,  haunts  of  and 
baits  for  the,  193. 
Bullock,  Daniel,  of  St.ifford,  apprenticed  by 

Ixa:>k  Walton,  cxtix. 
Bull-trout,  a  trout  so  called  in  Northumber- 
land, 74. 
Burgess.  Mr  John,  mentioned  in  the  will  of 
Mrs  Floud,  mother-in-law  to  Izaak  Walton, 

XXX. 

Burleigh,  Lord,  extract  from  instructions  to 
him  for  the  regulation  of  his  fish-ponds, 
144;  Theobalds,  the  residence  of.  180. 
**  Burlesque  upon  Burlesque,  or  the  Scoffer 
ScofTeii''  8vo,  1675,  written  by  Charles 
Cotton,  c'xxxiii. 
Burlefque  on  the  great  frost,   written    by 

Cotton,  quotation  from,  cxc. 
Burman.  Charles,  Esq.,  his  Memoirs  of  Elias 

Ashmoie,  43  «• 
Burnet,  Dr,  Bi-hop  of  Salisbury,  the  friend 
of  Isaac  Walton,  the  younger,  cxvi. 

,  Gilbert,  grandson  of  Dr  Stanhope,  cc, 

ccii. 
■,  Thomas,  ccii. 

,  Mrs,  wife  of  William,  governor  of  New 

York,   eldest  son   of  Gilbert,   Bishop  of 
Salisbury,  ccii :  anecdote  of,  cc. 
Burrowash,  county  of  Derby,  331. 
Burrows,  Margaret,  of  A&hboum,  county  of 

Derby,  widow,  civ. 
Burton,  county  of  Stafford,  339. 
Burton,  Francis,  E^^q.,  cxxxii. 
Burton's  Anatomy  of  Melancholy,   extract 

from,  relative  to  the  art  of  angling,  38^ 
Bury,  Lady  Charlotte,  formerly  Lady  Char- 
lotte Campbell,  verses  supposed  to  have 
been   written  by  her  in  a   copy  of   the 
•*  Complete  Angler,"  which  belonged  to 
Sir  Humphrey  Davy,  cxxv. 
Butterflies,  baits  for  salmon,  137  n. 
Buxton,  the  town  of,  famous  for  iu  baths, 
330. 


Buzzard,  the,  a  species  of  hawk,  29. 
Bysshe,    Sir  Edward,    Clarenceux  king-of- 

arms,  solicited  Walton  to  write  the  Life  of 

Sr  Henry  Wolton,  xlii. 

Cadara,  an  island  near  the  Ganges,  the 
inhabitants  whereof  make  the  timber  for 
their  houses  of  fi.sh-bones,  43. 

Cadis  or  case  worms,  where  fotmd,  189, 191 ; 
different  kinds  of,  Z9a 

Olthorp,  Sir  William,  the  case  of  cited, 
313- 

Camden's  Britannia,  quoted  by  Walton,  5, 
40,  41,  134,  Z36,  160,  z6z,  166,  Z98. 

Camel  brown  fly,  the,  for  September,  direc- 
tions for  making,  363. 

Cameleon,  the,  7^. 

"  Camerarius'  Living  Library,"  fol.  Lond. 
z63i,  copy  of,  formerly  belonging  to 
Walton,  m  the  cathedral  library  of  Salis- 
bury, cxlviL 

Camlet  fly,  the,  mentioned  by  Cotton,  341  ; 
directions  for  making,  36z. 

Campbell,  Ladv  Charlotte,  cxxv,  vide  Bury. 

Camphire,  said  to  give  worms  a  tempting 
smell,  93. 

Cannon,  or  down-hill  fly,  the  oak-fly  so  called 
in  Shropshire,  to6. 

Canterbury,  a  bequest  of  £,t^o  made  to  the 
poor  of  St  Mildred's  parish  by  Mrs  Fioiid, 
mother-in-law  of  Izaak  Walton,  xxx. 

Cantharus,  a  fish  mentioned  by  Du  Bartas, 
46. 

Cardantts,  Hieronymus,  quoted  by  Walton, 
Z36  ;  account  of  him,  136  n. 

Carew,  the  friend  of  Charles  Cotton,  the 
elder,  clxiv. 

Carey,  Sir  Lucius,  verses  written  by  him  on 
the  death  of  Dr  Donne,  xxiv. 

Carleton,  Sir  Dudley,  ambassador  to  the 
States,  cxliii. 

Carlingford,  in  Ireland,  Thomas  Cranmer, 
slain  in  an  action  with  the  Irish  at,  xxii. 

Carp,  the,  zt  ;  a  leather-mouthed  fish,  69; 
assembled  to  feed  by  the  ringing  of  a  bell, 
zz8;  killed  by  frogs,  Z34,  143:  said  to 
have  been  brought  into  England  by  Mr 
Mascal,  of  Plumstead,  in  Sussex,  141  ; 
mentioned  in  the  "  Book  of  St  Aiban's," 
Z4Z  n.\  quotation  from  Baker's  Chronicle, 
respecting  its  first  introduction  into  Eng- 
land, Z41  :  lives  longer  out  of  the  wat'-r 
than  any  other  fish,  Z4Z  ;  presents  of  made 
to  King  Henry  the  Eighth,  Z4r  «.;  brced-i 
several  months  in  one  year,  Z41  ;  will  nof 
breed  in  cold  ponds,  14a  ;  large  size  of  in 
Italy,  Z43  ;  receipt  for  making  them  fat  in 
gravelly  water,  Z43  n. ;  their  breeding  and 
decay  very  mysterious,  Z43 ;  account  of 
very  large  ones,  Z43  «.;  their  longevity, 
144  ;  instances  thereof  at  Emanuel  Colleue, 
Cambaidge,  and  at  the  Prince  of  Cond^  s 
seat  at  Chantilly,  Z44  m.;  their  time  of 
.^pawning,  Z44  m.;  the  galls  and  stones  in 
their  heads  very  medicinable  ;  great  profit 
made  by  the  lulians  by  selling  their  roes 
to  the  Jews  to  make  caviare,  Z45 ;  cat  tneir 
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ovn  spawn ;  will  not  fsitten  where  there 
are  many  unch«  145  h.\  directions  for 
angling  for,  145*  147 ;  baits  for,  146,  147, 
ISO,  185  :  the  hauDU  of,  147:  recipe  for 
costing,  147 :  called  the  water  fox,  i8a  ; 
the  spawn  of,  devoured  by  ducks,  109; 
thrive  and  broed  best  when  no  other  fi%n  is 
put  into  the  same  pond,  900  :  directions  for 
fttoriag  ponds  with,and  feeding  theni,aooi»., 
aoi. 

Carpenter,  Anne,  sister  of  John,  second  son 
ot  John  Carpenter,  of  Rye,  in  Su<«sex, 
f^upposed  to  have  been  the  mother  of  Ixaak 
Wa  ton's  first  wife,  xxiii,  cxxxv. 

Carthusians,  the  college  oi,  never  eat  flesh, 
59" 

Cartwright,  Edmund,  of  Ossington,  in  the 
county  of  Notts  cxxxv. 

,  William,  a  collection  of  his  poems  pub- 

li^ed  in  16^3,  xxxii ;  elegiex  on  his  death, 
referred  to  by  Walton,  cxlviii ;  was  one  of 
the  adopted  sons  of  Ben  Jonson,  317  is. 

Cary  (or  Carew],  Mr  Thomas,  *'  a  poet  of 
note,"  anecdote  of,  cxlvi. 

Ctsaubon,  Dr.  his  '*  Discourse  of  Credulity 
and  Incredulity,"  quoted  by  Walton,  41, 
116  ;  biographical  account  of,  41  h. 

Cases  of  Conscience,  Hale's  letter^ on,  cxlvii. 

Case-worm,  the,  a  bait  for  chub,  60. 

Catechism,  dis&erution  on  the  authorship  of 
the,  5a  n. 

Caterpillars,  mode  of  generation,  and  dif* 
ferent  kinds  of,  95-07. 

Cats,quotation  from  Montaigne  relative  10,33. 

Caussin,  Nicholas,  account  of,  307  m,  ;  quota* 
tion  from,  cxv. 

Caviare,  made  from  the  roes  of  carp,  145. 

Cecil,  the  arms  of,  on  a  building  called  the 
Almshouse,  on  the  road  leading  from 
Waltham  Crof^s  to  Cheshunt,  36  h. 

,  Sir  Robert,  afterwards  Earl  of  Salis- 

burj%  35  «. 

— — ,  Sir  William,  afterwards  Lord  Burleigh, 
Theobald's  Palace  built  by,  35. 

"Ce  que  Dieu  garde  est  bien  gard^"  a 
French  proverb  quoted  by  Cotton,  a«. 

**  Certaine  Experiments  concerning  Fish," 
4to,  1600,  by  Taverncr,  extract  from, 
13a  M. 

Chalkhill,  Anne,  daughter  of  Roger.  383. 
,  John,  Esq.,  the  author  of  a  poem  en- 
titled '*  Thealma  and  Clearchus,"  xciii  ; 
his  identity  unascertained,  xciv  ;  styled  by 
Walton  in  a  presentation  copy  of  his  Live^ 
now  in  the  possession  of  the  Rev.  W. 
Cotton,  "  my  brother  Chalkhill,  383  ;  song, 
**Oh  the  sweet  contentment,"  composed 
by,  86  n.',  verses  of  Angling  by,  174;  the 
supposed  author  of  *'  Alcilia,"  xix. 

^— ,  John,  fellow  of  Winchester  College, 
his  monumental  inscription  in  Winche^tcr 
Cathedral,  xciv  n. 

,  Martha,  daughter  of  Ion,  married  Mr 

Thomas  Ken,  xxxtx  m.,  xlviii,cciv. 

,  pedigree  of,  ccv. 

Chalk  hills,  near  London  Bridge,  ftmnerly 
resorted  to  for  roach-fishing,  183  m. 

Chancery  Lane,  Walton's  residence  in,  xxix. 


xl :  a  house  in,  bequeathed  by  Wakoa  to 
his  son-in-law.  Or  Hawkins,  and  his 
wife,  c. 

Chantilly,  tame  carp  at  the  Prince  of  Cood^s 
seat  at,  14^ 

ChaiMoan,  Geo.«  the  poet,  alluded  to  in  siKne 
verses  by  Sir  A^ton  Cokaync,  clxviti. 

Char,  the,  z6^  ;  where  found,  165  «. 

Charles  the  First,  expressed  his  approintioe 
of  Walton's  Life  of  Dr  Donne,  xxviii,  hrir  ; 
anecdotes  of,  xxxvi ;  Walton's  account  v£ 
the  religious  dissensions  which  fHeoeded 
his  death,  cix. 

Charles  the  Second,  his  restoratitMi  attemied 
by  the  promotion  of  many  eminent  divines 
who  had  suffered  in  his  cause,  ixv ;  satirical 
verses  on  his  angling,  by  LmyI  Rochesm, 
385. 

Charleton,  Sir  Job,  chief-justice  of  Che^er, 
iti  «. 

"  Charon  of  Wisdom,*[  4to,  Lond.  n,  ^,  copy 
of,  formerly  belonging  to  Walton,  in  the 
cathedral  library  of  Saliiitbury,  cxlvii. 

Chatfield,  Elizabeth,  wife  of  William,  of 
Bermondse^  Street  in  Southwark,  dv. 

Chatsworth,  in  the  county  of  Derby,  331 : 
a  poem  descriptive  of,  published  by  Cotton 
in  x68i,  clxxxvi. 

Chancers  prologue  to  the  Canterbury  Tale> 
quotation  from,  140. 

Chauncy,  Sir  Henr^',  ax  n, 

Chavender,  vide  Chub. 

Cheeke,  Sir  John,  secretary  of  state  and  pre- 
ceptor to  Edwaixi  the  Sixth,  cbdii  m, 

Chelsea,  Bishop  Morley's  house  at,  IxxriiL 

Chepstow,  the  town  of,  330  n. 

Chester,  Cotton's  account  of  his  meeting 
with,  and  visit  to  the  Mayor  of,  clxxv. 

Chesterfield,  Philip,  first  Earl  of,  xliii. 

,  Philip,  Second  Earl  of,  ccii ;  the  third 

edition  of  the  **  Reliquiae  Woctonianae  ** 
dedicated  to  him  by  Wa>ton  in  1673,  Ixxix  ; 
the  translation  of  De  Montluc's  **  Com- 
mentaries" dedicated  to  him  by  Cbaries 
Cotton,  clxxx. 

,  Katherine,  wife  of  Henry,  Lord  Stan- 
hope, created  Countess  of,  for  life,  xliii, 
ceil.  ;  the  "  Reliquiae  Wottonianae  "  dedi- 
cated to  her,  Xliii. 

"  Chevy  Chace,"  a  song,  70. 

Chichester  lobsters  considered  superior  to 
others,  73,  14a 

Child  and  Greenhill,  the  case  of,  cited,  313. 

Chillingworth,  Mr.  mentioned  in  the  dedi- 
cation of  Walton  .s  L^e  of  Bishop  Sander^ 
son.  xci. 

China,  gold  and  silver  fish  brought  from, 
19a  n. 

Chisninck,  the  drag-net  much  used  by  the 
fishermen  of,  iSa  m. 

"Choice  Ayres,  Stmgs,  and  Dialogues,  to 
sing  to  the  Theorbo,  Lute,  and  Bass  Viol," 
foL  1675,  18s  n. 

*'  Choice  Drollery,  with  Songs  and  Sonnets," 
J656,  written  by  Thomas  Weaver,  13  «. 

Cnolmondcley,  Lord,  131  h. 

"Christ's  Passion,"  a  tragedy,  translated 
from  Grotius,  i64o»  lamo,  37  n. 
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Chtil>  or  Chavender,  the,  iz  ;  reckoned  the 
MTorsC  of  fish,  64  ;  an  engravini;  of  the,  65  ; 
ca.lled  by  the  French  '♦  un  villain,**  67  ;  re- 
ceipts for  cookin>?,  67,  68 :  directions  for 
singling  for,  68,  106  ;  taits  for,  69,  70,  18^, 
t8^,  189;  the  flesh  of,  accounted  best  in 
>«rmtcr  months.  70 ;  haunts  of.  71. 
*•  Chudley's  Elegies,"  referred  to  by  Walton, 

cxlviii. 
Chiirchey,  George,  fellow  of  Lyon's  Inn,  the 
tran<^Utor  of  Dubravius's  treatise  of  "  Fish 
and  Fish-ponds,"  133  «. 
Clarcnceux  Idng-of-arms,  xHi,  vide  Bysshe. 
CZtarendon,    Lord,    the    friend    of    Charles 
Cotton   the  elder,  clxiv;   his   account  of 
him,  clxiv,  clxxi ;  his  opinion  on  the  sub- 
ject whether  contemplation  be  preferable 
to  action,  39  «. 
O  lea  re,  Jane,  the  wife  of  Richard,  xlii  n. 
dcobury,  Sir  John.  Bart,  of  Bradstone,  in 

the  county  of  Devon,  cxxxv. 
Cleopatra,  a  feast  of  wild  boars  given  by, 
to  Mark  Antony,  30 ;  used  the  recreation 
of  angling,  50. 
ClcrkenweU,  Walton's  residence  in,  xli,  xlv  ; 

extracts  from  the  parish  register  of,  xli  n. 
ClifiTord,  Mr,  the  editor  of  the  "Academy 

of  Compliments,"  iix  «. 
Clifton,   Sir   Clifford,    an    epistle  to,   from 

Charles  Cotton,  clxxvi. 
Cock,  the,  his  want  of  care  in  hatching  his 

brood,  47. 
Cockle,  the,  of  Shelsey,  considered  superior 

to  others,  73.  140., 
Cock^pur,    ttie    case-worm  so  called,   igo; 

produces  the  may-fly,  190  n. 
Cod-worm,  the,  a  bait  for  chub,  60. 
Cokayne,  the  family  of,  connected  with  that 
of  Cotton  by  marriage,  tlxiv  ;  anecdote  of 
Cotton's  having  been  disinherited    by  a 
female  relative  of  that  name,  clxxviL 
,  Anne,  wife  of  Sir  Francis  Boteler,  ccii. 
,    Sir   Aston,    ccii;    "Small    Poems  of 
divers  sorts,"  written    by  him,    London, 
izmo,  1658,  xlv  «.  ;  verses  written  by  him, 
on  the  death  of  his  cousin,  Mrs  Cotton, 
clxiv  w.;  educated  at  Cambridge,  clxvic.; 
verges  addressed  by  him  to  Charles  Cotton, 
the  poet,  clxvi,  clxvti,  clxxi ;   an  epitaoh 
by  him  on  the  death  of  his  sisters,  clxxviii. 
,  Isabella,  died  unmarried,  ccii. 

,  Katherine.wife  of  RichardWeston,  ccii. 

,  Lettice,  wife  of  Gilbert  Armstrong,  ccii. 

f  Mrs  Lucy,  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas,  of 

A.^hbotum,  clxxviii  n.,  ccii. 
Coke,  Anne.  21  n. 

,  Sir  Edward,  chief  justice,  at  n. 

Croleman,  Charles,  doctor  of  music,  178  n. 
Collar  of  SS.,  anecdote  respecting  a,  found 
amongst    the    king's    baggage,  after   the 
battle  of  Worcester,  xlv. 
"Come  live  with  me  and  be  my  love,"  a 
son^,   79;    doubtful   whether    written    by 
Christopher  Mariowe  or  by  Shakespeare, 
80  n.\  imitations  of  it,  8a  ^;   a  song  in 
imitation  of,  written  by  Marlowe,  158. 
"Come,   Shepherds,  deck    your  herds,"    a 
song,  79 ;  copy  thereof,  277. 


"  Commentary  on  the  Somniuni  Scipionis  of 
Cicero,"  by  Aurelius  Macrobius,  13  n. 

"  Commentaries,'*  the,  of  De  Montluc, 
Marshal  of  France,  translated  by  Cotton, 
clxxxi. 

"  Complete  Angler,"  the,  first  edition  of, 
published  in  1653,  xlvi ;  the  second  edition 
in  1655,  xlviii;  observations  upon,  and 
analysis  of  the  contents  of  that  edition, 
xlviii,  Ixii :  the  third  edition,  published  in 
x66i,  Ixvii ;  the  fourth  edition,  in  1668, 
Ixxv ;  the  fifth,  in  1676,  Ixxxv ;  price  and 
advertisement  of  the  first  edition  of  the,  274. 

"Compleat  Gamester,"  the,  published  in 
1674,  attributed  to  Cotton,  clxxxi. 

Comprehension,  Walton  said  to  have  written 
a  letter  to  a  kinsman  at  Coventry,  on  the 
rejection  of  the  Bill  of^  Ixxiv. 

Compton,  Charles,  son  of  George,  fourth 
Earl  of  Northampton,  cci,  cciii. 

,  Charles,  seventh  Earl  of  Northampton, 

cciii 

-^,  Charles,  ninth  Earl  of  Northampton, 
cciii. 

,  Spencer,  eighth  Earl  of  Northampton, 

cciiL 

,  Spencer  Joshua  Alwyne,  second  Mar- 
quess and  tenth  Earl  of  Northampton,  one 
of  the  present  representatives  of  Charles 
Cotton,  cciii. 

Cond^,  the  Prince  of,  144,  vide  Chantilly. 

Conger,  the,  165. 

"Considerations,"  by  John  Valdesso,  40  n. 

Contemplation,  question  whether  preferable 
to  action,  39 ;  Lord  Clarendon  s  opinion 
thereupon,  ^9  n. 

"  Contemplation  on  God's  Providence,"  by 
Mr  George  Herbert,  quotation  from,  44. 

"  Contentation,"  the,  a  poem,  by  Charles 
Cotton,  cxcvi. 

Cony-fish,  the,  ^3. 

Cooke,  Clarenceux  king-of-arms,  ccv. 

Coppinger,  a  Nonconformist,  his  death  al- 
luded to  by  Walton,  cxi. 

Corbet,  Major,  brought  to  the  Parliament  a 
collar  of  SS.  and  a  garter  found  among«.t 
the  king's  baggage,  after  the  battle  of 
Worcester,  xlv. 

Coriate,  Tom,  biographical  account  of,  233  ti. 

Cormorant,  the,  63. 

Comeille's  tragedy  of  Horace,  translated  by 
Charles  Cotton,  clxxii. 

"  Corona  Florida  Medicinse  sive  de  Con- 
serv.ttione  Sanitatis,"  fu.  1491,  168  n. 

Cornwall,  famous  for  otter-hunting,  59. 

Corracle,  description  of  a,  122. 

Cotswold  Hills,  the  Olympic  Gnmes  annu- 
a'ly  celebrated  upon,  by  Mr  Robert  Dover, 
282. 

Cotton,  pedigree  of  the  family  of,  ccii. 

— ,  Beresford,  son  of  Charles,  ccii. 

,  Cassandra,  wife  of  Sir  George,  dxtii, 

cciii. 

,  Cassandra,   daughter  of  Sir  George, 

clxiii  «..  cciii ;  an  Eleiey  on  her  deaih, 
written  Dy  Colonel  Lovelace,  dxiii. 

,  Charies,  of  Ovingdean,  county  Sussex. 

cciii. 
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Cottoiu  Charles,  father  of  the  poet,  the  frknd 
and  compaiiioii  of  many  of  the  roost  emin> 
cut  of  nis  contemporaries,  dxiii ;  his 
character  by  Lord  Clarendon,  dxiv  n, 

—  ",  Charles,  the  poet,  bom  April  a8,  1630 ; 
is  supposed  to  have  been  educated  at 
Cambridge,  dxv ;  his  affection  for  his 
tutor,   Mr    Ralph  Rawson,   strongly  ex- 

EA»ed  in  the  translation  of  an  Ode  of 
lannes  Secundum,  cbnr ;  did  not  take 
degree  at  either  University,  dxv ; 
possessed  considerable  classic  attainments. 
Mild  an  extensive  knowledge  of  modem 
languages,  clxv ;  little  known  of  his  por- 
»uits  until  after  the  Restoration  ;  probably 
Went  abroad  before  his  twentyfourth  year: 
many  of  his  poems  published  after  his  de- 
cease,  written  at  an  early  period  of  his  life, 
clxvi :  an  Elegy  upon  the  death  of  Henry 
Lord  Hastings,  1649.  and  a  copy  of  verses 
prefixed  to  Edmund  Prestwich's  translation 
of  the  Hippolitiis  of  Seneca  in  1651,  attri- 
buted to  him,  clxvi  m.  ;  verses  addressed  to 
him  by  Sir  Aston  Cokayne,  clxvi,  cixvii  ; 
the  "  Triumphs  of  Philamore  and  Amoret,** 
inscribed  to  him,  by  Col.  Lovelace,  clxviii ; 
is  stated  by  Aubrey,  to  have  relieved  Love- 
lace in  his  distress,  clxviii  ;  was  a  zealous 
Loyalist,  and  an  uncompromising  enem^  of 
Cromwell,  c'xix ;  his  politicAl  opinions 
strongly  expressed  in  his  verses  on  the 
execution  of  James,  Earl  of  Derby,  in 
16^1,  and  in  his  castigation  of  Waller,  for 
writing  a  panegyric  on  the  Prutector, 
about  the  year  1654,  clxix ;  neither  the 
name  of  his  father  nor  of  himself,  found  in 
connection  with  any  political  event  during 
the  Commonwealth,  clxx  ;  became  one  of 
the  intimate  friends  of  Izaak  Walton,  clxx; 
married  in  Augu*it  1657,  his  cousin,  Isa- 
bella, daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Hutchinson  ; 
settlement  of  the  manors  of  Bentley,  Bor- 
rowashe,  and  Bcrcsford,  and  of  rectory  of 
Spoondon,  made  in  contemplation  of  his 
marriage,  clxxi ;  lost  his  father  in  Decem- 
ber 1658  ;  first  appeared  before  the  public 
as  an  author  on  the  Restoration  of  Citarles 
the  Second :  birth  of  his  eldest  son  Beres- 
ford  :  published  a  burlesque  poem,  entitled 
*' Scanrtinides,  or  the  First  Book  pf  Virgil 
Travestie,"  in  1664,  and  prepared  for  the 
press  a  translation  of  "TTie  Moral  Philo- 
sophy of  the  Stoics,"  from  the  French  of 
Du  Vaix,  published  in  1667,  clxxii ;  an  Act 
passed  in  1665,  to  enable  him  to  sell  part 
of  his  estates,  for  the  payment  of  his  deots; 
tran^ated  Comeille's  Tragedy  of  Horace 
for  the  amusement  of  hiswife'^  sister,  Miss 
Stanhope  Hutchinson;  the  dedication  dated 
7ih  November  1665  ;  published  in  1671  ; 
wrote  some  vemes  on  the  poems  of  his 
friend,  Alexander  Brome,  about  the  year 
1667,  olxxii :  his  dislike  at  being  obliged  to 
live  in  the  country,  and  at  being  sep.«rated 
fiom  his  literary  friends,  frequently  ex- 
prensed  In  his  works,  clxxiii ;  his  "  Voyage 
i«.  Ireland  in  Burlesque,"  composed  about 
the  year  1670  or  1671 ;  extracu  therefrom. 


descriptive  (^  his  history,  sttuatiou,    axxi 
feelings  cLxxiv,  dxxv;  allusions  ncaaidc   to 
himself  in  his  Epistle  to  Sir  Clifford  Oliftoiu 
dxxvi ;    published  a  new  edition    oT    bis 
*•  Virgil    fravcstie,"   in   1670;  criticai    xxr- 
marks  thereupon,  dxxvi  ;   some  line^    in 
that  work  said  to  have  given  such  oflbisce 
to  a  female  relative,  whose  name  he    l»a<l 
u<ed    in  allusion    to    her   ruff,    thatt    sl>c 
changed  her  intention  of  loiving  hi  en    her 
fortune ;  this  anecdote  extremely  doubtf  ail. 
clxxvii ;  published  a  translation  of  Gerssmd'^ 
Historv  of  the  Life  of  the  Duke  of  £Isper- 
non,   dedicated    to  Dr  Gilbert   Shelcion, 
Archlnshop  of  Canterbury,  in  1670,  cliooriii; 
his  motives  for  inscribing  it  to  that  prelatte, 
as  ex^ained  in  a  letter  to  the  arcUa&hop, 
30th  Oct.  1669,  clxxviii  :  extracts  from  t&e 
preface,  clxxviii,  et  seq.;  translated    the 
Commentaries  of  De  Montluc,  Marsbad  of 
Krance,   between  1670  and   1674,  dxjuc  ; 
alluded  to  in  a  letter  from  Walton  to  "Ljord 
Chesterfield,  in  Feb.  1673.  Ixxx  ;  his  liters 
ary  labours  attended  with  little   succcrss, 
clxxx ;    authorship    of   **  The     Comi^eat 
Gamester,"  published  in  1674.  ztuilMited 
to  him,  c  xxxi ;  published  "The  Fair  One 
of  Tunis,"  in  1674,  clxxxi ;  printed  a  work 
entitled  **  Buriesque  upon  Burlcsq^uc,"  in 
1675,  and  "The  Planter  s  Manual,**  in  same 
vear,  clxxxiii ;  death  of  first  wife,  and  issue 
by  her.  clxxxiv ;  remarried  Mary,  daughter 
of  Sir  W.Russell,  before  1675,  clxxxiv  ;  ap- 
plication made  to  Pariiameut  for  authority 
to  sell  part  of  his  estates,   for  payment 
of  his  aebts.  clxxxiv;   was  applied  to  by 
Walton  to  write  a  treatise  on  Fly- Fishing, 
Ixxxv :  treatise  thereon  written  in  ten  dayti, 
Feb.  1676,  Ixxxvi,  cixxxv ;  pub.isbed  "The 
Wonders  of  the  Peak,"  in  1681,  dxxxvi : 
translation  of  Montaigne's  Elssays,  printed 
in   1685,   considered  to  be  his  most  im- 
portant contribution  to  English  literature, 
clxxxvii ;  complimentary  letter  to  him  from 
George,  Marquis  of  Halifax,  to  whom  that 
work  was    dedicated,   clxxxvii;    said   to 
have  sold  Beresford,  in   i68i,   dxxxviii ; 
a  ring  bequeathed  to  him  by  Walton,  in 
1683,  di;  was  engaged  in  translating  the 
Memoirs  of  the  Sieur  de  Pontis,  at  bis 
death,  in  Feb.  1687,  dxxxviii ;  adminis- 
tration of  his  effects  granted.  Sep.  ra,  1687, 
dxxxviii ;  an  imperfect  edition  of  his  works 
published  soon  after  decease,  dxxxviii ; 
the  most  valuable  and  interesting  facts 
relative  to  his  feelings  and  character,  ob- 
tained from  this  volume,  clxxxix :  extracts 
therefrom,   cxd ;    his    "  Ode  to    Hope," 
cxciii ;  his  poem  entitled  "  Contentation," 
cxcv;  anecdotes  relative  to  his  pecuniary 
embarrassments,  cxcvii ;  his  literary  merits 
not  suffidentiv  appreciated  at  the  present 
day,  cxcvii ;  the  idea  that  he  was  an  author 
by    profession,    shown    to  be    erroneous, 
cxcviii ;  his  conduct  and  character,  cxcriii : 
his  portrait  in  posse^tsion  of  John  Beres- 
ford,  E^.,  of  Ashbourn,  cxdx  ;  account  of 
his  children  and  present  representatives. 
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cxcix  :  commemorated  in  a  poem  entitled  I 
the  **  Innocent  Epicure,  or  Angling,"  pub- 
lished in  1697,  274.  1 
Cotton,  Chaxles,  son  of  Charles,  of  Beresford, 
cciiL 

,  Sir  George,  of  Warblenton,  co.  Es^x, 

clxiii«  cciit. 
,  Isabella,  first  wife  of  Charles,  of  Beres- 
ford, cciiL 

^  Isabella,  daughter  of  Charles,  ccii. 

,  Jane,  daughter  of  Charles,  cciii. 

-,  ICatherine,  daus^hter  of  Charles,  cdii. 

,  Majry,  wtfe  of  Sir  George,  clxiii  n. 

,  Mary,  second  wife  of  Charles,  of  Beres- 
ford, cciii. 

,  Mary,  daughter  of  Charles,  cciii. 

,  Olive,  mother  of  Charles  Cotton,  the 

poet,  clxiv,  cciii ;  her  death,  clxiv ;  verses 
to  her  memory,  by  Sir  Aston  Cokayne, 
clxlv  «e. 

,  Olive,  wife  of  Dr  Stanhope,  cciL 

.  Persis,  daughter  of  Charles,  clxv  n. 

,  Sir  Richard,  comptroller  of  the  house- 
hold, and  privy  councillor  to  Edward  VI., 
of  Warblenton,  county  Essex,  clxiii. 

,  Susan,  sister  of  Sir  G.,  of  Warblenton, 

and  wife  of  Charles,  Earl  of  Kent,  clxiii  n. 
,  Wingfield,  son  of  Charles,  of  Beres- 
ford, cdi. 
"  Counterblast  to  Tobacco,**  by  King  James 

I.,    340  M. 

"  Country    Contentments,"   by    Markham, 

quotation  from,  yj^. 
**  Country  Parsons,"  Herbert's,  eulogised  by 

Walton,  IxxvL 
Court   of   Judicature  for    determination  of 
difTereoces  touching  houses  burnt  in  Lon- 
don, Ixxix. 
Covenanters,  the  Scottish,  invited  into  Eng- 
land by  the  Presbyterian  party  in   1643, 
xxxiv  ;  their  motto,  xxxiv. 
••  Covent  Garden  Drollery,"  1672,  15  n. 
Cow-dung  fly,  a,  for  May,   directions  for 

making,  257. 
"Cowley's  Works," fol.   1674,  copy  of,  for- 
merly belonging  to  Walton,  in  the  cathe- 
dral library  of  Salisbury,  cxlviii. 
**  Cowpcr's  Heaven  Opened,"  Ato.  1631,  cony 
of,  formerly  belonginz  to  Walton,  in  the 
cathedral  library  of  Salisbury,  cxiviii. 
Cowper  the  poet,  one  of  Walton's  ideas  beau- 
tifully expressed  in  his  "Task,"  285. 
"  Cozcn'sl>evotions,"  referred  to  by  Walton, 

cxlviiL 
Craber,  the,  or  water-rat.  64. 
Cranefield,  Thomas,  of  Bromham,  county  of 

Norfolk,  131  n. 
Cranmer,  pedigree  of,  cxxxiv.  cxxxv. 

,  Anne,  wile  of  John  Sellar,  xxii,  cxxxv. 

,  Dorothy,   supposed  to   have   martied 

Dr  Richard  Field,    Dean   of  Gloucester, 
xxii,  cxxxv. 
,  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  Alexander  Nor- 
wood, xxii,  cxxxv. 

,  Francis,  son  of  John,  cHv. 

— ,  George,  of  Christ's  Church,  Oxford, 
uncle  of  Mrs  Walton,  biographical  account 
of,  xxii !».,  cxxxiv ;  alluded  to  in  a  letter 


from  Dr  King,  Bishop  of  Chichester,  to 

Izaak  Walton,  Ixxii. 
Cranmer,  Humphry,  cliv. 

,  Jane,  xxii,  cxxxv. 

,  Margaret,  xxii,  cxxxv. 

— ,  Rachael,  wife  of  John  Blowiield,  gent, 

xxii,  cxxxiv. 

— ,   Susan,   sister  and  co-heiress    of   Sir 

William,  cv,  cxxxiv. 
,  Susanna,  the  daughter  of  Thomas,  of 

Canterbury,  married Floud,  xxi,  xxii, 

cxxxiv. 

,  Thomas,  xxii,  cxxxiv. 

,  William,  the   intimate  friend  of  Izaak 

Walton,  xxii,  cxxxiv. 
,  Sir  William,  governor  of  the  Merchants' 

Adventurers  of  England,  xxii,  cxxxiv. 
Crassus,  the  orator,  his  grief  for  the  death  of 

a  tame  lamprey,  160. 
Crawley,  Thomas,  a  witness  to  Izaak  Wal- 
ton's will,  cii. 
Crew,   Anne,   daughter    and    co-heiress    of 

John,  Esq.,  i. 

,  John,  of  Crew,  Estj.,  i. 

Crispes, ^  Isabel,  widow  of,  cxxxii. 

Crocodile,  the.  75  ;  longevity  of  the,  142. 
Cromwell,  Lord,  an  instance  of  his  gratitude 

to  Sir  Frescobaldi,  a  Florentine  merchant, 

X18  n. 
,  Oliver,  offered  a  pension  of  £y>o  per 

annum  to  Dr  Casaubon,  to  write  a  nistory 

of  his  time,  42  «. 

,  Winefield,  fifth  baron,  clxxxiv. 

Crook,  John,  a  publisher,  of  the  Ship,  in  St 

Paul's  Churchyard,  210  «. 
Crooked   Lane,   many  fishing-tackle    shops 

formerly  in,  i8a  «. 
"  Crown  of  Laurell,"  the,  by  Skelton,  ex- 
tract from,  149  n. 
Crowther's   Well    Alley,    near    AlJersgate 

Street,  the  residence  of  a  descendant  of 

Charles  Kerbye,  famous  for  the  shape  and 

temper  of  his  hooks,  x88  u. 
Crucian  carp,  brought  into   England,  from 

Germany,  since  Walton  wrote,  192  «. 
Cuckoo,  the,  its  want  of  care  of  its  eggs,  48. 
Cuckow's  spit,  73. 
Cul  en,  R.,  clxxxi  n. 

"Cunning  Lovers,"  the,  a  tragedy,  1654.15  «. 
Curiosities,  formerly  the  custom  to  exhibit, 

in  coffee-houses  285. 
Cuttle-fish,  account  of  the,  46. 
Cyrus,  hunting  one  of  the  qualifications  be- 
stowed upon  him  by  Xenophon,  30. 

Dack,  the,  swims  in  shoals,  132 ;  baits  for, 
184-186,  188  ;  their  haunts  and  instructions 
for  angling  for,  187 ;  directions  for  cook- 
ing, i8o  «. 

Dalbin,  Mrs  mentioned  in  Walton's  will, 
cii ;  not  identified,  cvi. 

Dallawa^s  **Letheracum  sive  Horti  Le- 
theraeani,"  41  «. 

Dale,  Mr,  a  pedigree  of  Ken  compiled  by, 
cxxii  n. 

"  Damon  and  Dorus,**  an  humb'e  eclo^e, 
addressed  bv  Walton  to  "his  ingenious 
friendf  Mr  Brome,"  Ixvi. 
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Danow,  the  river,  1961 

I  >4nube,  the  river,  167. 

Darbishire,  Mr  John,  beqiie«t«  nude  to  by 
Walton,  ci,  cii  ;  not  identifted,  cvi 

Dark  brown  flies  for  February  and  April, 
direct i  ^ns  for  making,  954.  355. 

Parley,  county  of  Derby,  a3i. 

Darneford  Magna,  a  farm  belooging  to  Mr 
Hungerford,  the  uncle  of  Sir  John  Evelyn, 
284. 

Davenant,  Sir  William,  the  po^  intimate 
wiih  Charles  Cotton  the  elder*  clxiv  ;  sup- 
posed author  of  koroe  vcnea  quoted  by 
Walton,  in  praise  of  music,  179  n. 

Divers  or  Dan  vers,  Agnes,  daughter  of  Sir 
Robert,  376,  vide  Davers. 

,  John,  supposed  to  be  the  author  of  the 
*'  Secrets  of  Angling,**  37  n  :  and  of  the 
"Auglrr's  Wikh,'*  54,  vide  Dennys. 

Daves.  John,  54  «.,  976 :  the  old  way  of 
Kpcl.ing  Davers.  or  Danven,  976. 

1  >avid,  the  prophet,  quoted,  48. 

Davison,  Anne,  sister  of  Mr  Secretaiy  Davi- 
son, married  John  Carpenter,  of  Rye,  in 
bussex,  xxiii,  cxxxv. 

— ^,  Francis,  eldest  son  of  Secretary  Davi- 
son, biographical  account  of,  113  «.  :  editor 
uf  the  ''Poetical  Rhapsody,"  xxii ;  author 
«>f  the  ** Beggars'  Sonj^,'*  in  the  "Com- 
plete Angler,"  xxiii,  Ivii. 

— -,  Mr  Henry,  of  Gray's  Inn,  godfather  to 
Walton's  last  fon  Iiaak,  xlii,  cxl ;  his  will, 
xlii  H. 

,  lane,  the  wife  of  Richard  Cleare,  xlii  m. 

— — ,  Mary,  xlii  «♦ 

,  Willuun,  Secretary  of  Sute  to  Queen 

Elisabeth,  xxii. 

Davy,  Sir  Humphrey,  cxxv,  vide  Bury. 

Debat,  Elirabrth,  wife  of  Henry  Archer,  cdi. 

Dcciinus  Brutus.  27,  vide  Hircus. 

Dee,  the  river,  166,  196. 

Defoe's  "Tour  through  England,"  quoted, 
41  n, 

Deighton,  the  cUfls  of,  9^ 

Delonc^''s  **  Strange  HistorieSi  or  Songes 
and  Sonnets,"  xareo.  1607,  81  n, 

Dennvs,  John,  Esq.  of  OldburyMir*Montem, 
CO.  Gloucester,  54  n.  \  reasons  for  believing 
that  the  '*  Secrets  of  Angling  **  were  written 
by  him,  and  not,  ai  commonly  supposed, 
by  John  Davers,  276. 

— ,  Sir  Walter,  of  Pucklechurch,  co.  Glou- 
cester,  976. 

Derby,  the  county  of,  famed  for  trout  and 
grayling,  924. 

— — ,  I  he  town  of,  931. 

— ,  James,  Earl  oU  verses  on  his  execution, 
by  Charles  Cotton,  clxix. 

Derwent,  the  river,  tg6,  999,  931  :  made  sub- 
iect  to  the  fence  months  by  stat.  13  Edw. 
\.  c.  47,  62  n. 

*'  Description  of  the  spring  on  a  bank,  as  I 
sat  a  fishing,"  by  Sir  Henry  Wotton,  xliv. 

Devonshire,  the  Countess  of;  Cotton's 
••  Wonders  of  the  Peak,"  dedicated  to  her, 
ill  1681,  clxxxvi. 

D'-w-worm  or  lob-worm,  91 ;  directions  for 
baiting  with,  93. 


Dibknng,  instnictia^  for,  by  an  aaony^KMis 
writer,  106  n, 

Dickenson,  the  lord  mayor  m  1757.  destroyed 
all  the  stops  or  weirs  in  the  Thames  k«c> 
tween  London  and  Stains,  183  «. 

Diodorus  Siculus,  quoted  by  Walton,  177. 

*' Discourse  of  Credulity  and  Increduhty," 
by  Ca>auboo,  4^  n. 

Dixon,  Cecily,  widow  of ,  ccv. 

Dock*worm,  91 ;  directions  for  findings  91  k- 

Dogfish,  the,  43. 

Dolf^in,  the,  fcHad  of  music,  43. 

Donne,  George,  son  of  the  dean,  biographical 
account  of,  Ixx  n. 

—.,  Dr  John,  Dean  of  St  Paul's  intimate 
friend  of  Izaak  Walton,  xx  ;  was  attended 
by  him  in  last  hours,  and  presented  to  him 
a  seal  of  blood->tone,  engraven  with  a  rc- 
presentation  of  the  Saviour  extended  mi  aa 
anchor,  xxiv  ;  edition  of  his  poems,  pritaed. 
in  1633,  xxiv ;  second  edition,  with  a 
portrait,  published  x^5«  xxvi ;  Rnt  vohunc 
of  his  sermons,  with  Life  by  Izaak  Wahon. 
prefixed,  published  1640,  xzvii ;  author  of 
the  song,  "  Come,  live  with  me  aitd  be  sty 
love,"  Iviii,  158  ;  said  to  be  author  of  a 
poem  called  a  **  Farewell  to  the  Vaiuiae% 
of  the  Worid."  Ix  ;  also  poem  called  "  The 
Bait"  81  M.;  second  edition  of  his  IMt, 
published  1658,  Ixiii ;  republished  with  the 
Lives  of  Herbert,  Hooker,  and  Wotton, 
about  1670,  Ixxvi ;  again  in  1675,  baud  ; 
sermons  bequeathed  by  Walton  to  Dr 
Hawkins,  ci ;  Letters.  4to,  Lond.  1651  ; 
and  his  Ejghty  Sermons.  foL  1640,  formerly 
belonging  to  Iiaak  Walton,  now  in  the 
cathedral  library  of  Sahsbury,  cxlviii  ;  in- 
timate with  Charles  Cotton  the  elder, 
clxiv. 

—— ,  Dr  John,  the  younger,  bequeathed  his 
father's  collection  of  extracts  to  Bishop 
King,  for  the  son  of  Izaak  Walton,  xadv : 
letter  to  Walton,  thanking  him  for  having 
written  his  father's  Life,  xxix  :  death,  Ixx ; 
character  of,  by  Anthony  Wood,  Ixx ;  bio- 
graphical account  of,  Ixx  tt. ;  extracts  fron 
will,  Ixxi  ;  copy  of  will,  cxlL 

Dorchester,  the  town  oC  195  n. 

Dove,  the,  37 ;  disserution  on  two  pas<iages 
in  Scripture,  respecting  descetit  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  in  the  shape  of  a  dove,  27  m. 

— —  the  river,  Ixxxvi,  196,  931,  932,  214,  946 ; 
made  subject  to  the  fence  months,  i>y  stat. 
13  Edw.  I.  69  «. :  divided  the  ct>untie9>  of 
Derby  and  Stafford,  339:  Cotton's  de- 
scription of,  936,  286. 

Dove  bridge,  clxxxvi. 
Dovedale,  description  of,  929  rt. 

Dover,  Mr  Robert ;  a  poem  by  William  Basse 
upon  the  Olympic  games  annually  cele- 
brated by  him  upon  the  Cotswold  Hills 
4to,  163^^  982. 
Drake,  Dr,  a  passage  from  "ComiJete 
Angler,"  on  singing  of  birds,  quoted  by 
him  in  "  Literary  Hours"  cxiv  «. 

Draviis.  the  river.  196. 

Drayton,  Michael,  poet,  biographical  account 
of,  124  «.  ;  quoted  by  Wa  ton,  197. 
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Droxford,  Walton's  books  at,  mentioned  in 

his  will,  c.  ci,  civ. 
Dryden,   imitation  bvt   of  lines  quoted  by 

Walton,  from  an  unknown  poet,  Hi  h. 
Du  Bartas,  quoted  by  Walton,  45-47,   97  ; 

account  of  his  work?;,  45  n. 
Dubbing,  list  of  materials  for,  103  n. 
Dubravius.  Janus,  biographical  account  of, 
IJ3  n.\  his  treatise   "De  Piscinis  et  Pis- 
aum  qui  in  eis  aluntur  naturis,"  quoted  by 
Waltou,  hti,  133,  134,  144,  145,  199 ;  anec- 
dote related  by,  389. 
Duck,  the,  destructive  to  fi<h,  63. 
*'  Ductor  Dubitantium,"  by  Bishop  Taylor, 

cited,  37. 
Dugdale,  Sir  William,  showed  to  Walton  a 
letter  from  Sir  Thomas  Herbert,  wherein 
he  and  others  were  directed  to  compare 
with  the  original  King  Charles  the  First's 
translation    of  Dr   Sanderson's    lectures 
**  De  Juramento,''  xxxviu 
Dug-worm,  the,  91. 
Dulas,  the  name  of,  common  to  many  rivers 

in  Wales,  230  n. 
Duncombe,  Mr,  extract  from  his  "History 
of  Herefordshire,"  relative  to  the  salmon 
of  the  Wye,  xa6  #». 
Dun-cut  fly  for  May,  the  directions  for  mak- 

»n«f  257- 
Dundell,  co.  of  Herts,  the  source  of  one  of 

the  heads  of  the  river  Thames,  195. 
Dunnington,  the  town  of^  329. 
Duport,  Dr  Tames,  Latm  verses  addressed 
by  him  to  Walton,  Ixxxviii,  18  ;  translation 
thereof  by  Archdeaicon  Wrangham,  374  ; 
^nographical  account  of  him,  18  n. 
Duppa,  Dr,  presented  by  Dr  Donne,  with  a 
seal  of  bloodstone,  engraven  with  a  repre- 
sentation of  the  Saviour  extended  on  an 
anchor,  xxiv. 
Durfey's    "Pills   to    purge    Melancholy," 

83  «. 
"Dutch  Fair,"  the  picture  of  a,  cxHL 
Dyrham.  in  Gloucestershire,  376. 

Eacl^  the,  styled  Jove's  servant  in  ordinary, 
35  ;  a  species  of  hawk,  28. 

Eastcariton,  county  of  Norfolk,  tenure  of 
the  manor  of,  198  m. 

Eaton-fords,  dxxxvi. 

Eaton,  James,  of  Stafford,  apprenticed  by 
Izaak  Walton,  cxiix. 

Ecdeshall,  in  Staffordshire,  xlv ;  a  (arm  near, 
bequeathed  by  Walton  to  the  town  of 
Stafford,  d. 

EdghilU  Thomas,  Walton's  servant,  a  be- 
auest  made  to  him,  ci. 

Eels,  said  to  be  found  in  river  Ganges,  thirty 
feet  in  length,  43  ;  unbed  themselves  and 
stir  during  thunder,  118  ;  better  for  age  and 
size,  130 :  much  esteemed  by  the  Romaus, 
158 ;  different  opinions  as  to  their  mode  of 
generation,  159,  164  n  ;  those  bred  in  rivers 
near  the  sea  said  never  to  return  to  fresh 
water,  160 ;  supposed  to  lie  torpid  half  the 
year,  160 ;  varieties  of,  161 ;  baits  and  direc- 
tions for  fishing  for,  z6i ;  mode  of  sniggling 
for,  x6a ;  bobbing  for,  i6a  «. ;  directions 


for  cooking,  163 ;  very  large  one  caught  at 
Peterborough,  163  ;  their  haunts,  164  n. 

Eggington,  county  of  Derby,  299. 

Erie,  the,  a  species  of  hawk,  39. 

Elephant,  the,  30,  33. 

Elijah,  the  prophet,  fed  by  ravens,  27. 

Elizabeth,  Queen,  often  wished  herself  a 
mijkmaid  all  the  month  of  May,  81. 

Elusina,  the  river,  41. 

"  England's  Helicon,"  published  in  1600, 80  m. 

'*  English  Guzman,"  the,  or  the  history  of 
that  unparalleled  thief,  James  Hind,  4to, 
1653.  X13  «. 

"  Epigrams"  by  Sir  John  Harrington,  xix. 

Epirus,  a  river  in,  that  puts  out  any  lighted 
torch,  and  kindles  any  that  was  not  lighted, 
4»- 

Eroways,  the  nver,  county  of  Derbvi  231  • 

Espemon,  Gerard's  Life  of  the  Duke  of, 
translated  by  Charles  Cotton,  clxxviii. 

Evans,  Eyans,  or  Janes,  Thomas,  of  Bow, 
county  of  Middlesex,  cxxxiv. 

,  Susan,  cxxxv. 

"  Eusebius,  Socrates,  and  Evagrius,  Eccle- 
siastical Histories,"  fol.  Lond.  1636,  for- 
merly belonging  to  Izaak  Walton,  now  in 
the  cathedral  library  at  Salisbury,  cxlviiu 

Exton,  Sir  Thomas,  aL 

Fairclouch.  alias  Featley,  Dr  Daniel,  13  m. 

Fairfax,  Sir  Thomas,  33  tu 

"Fair  One  of  Tunis,  or  the  Generous  Mis- 
tress :  a  new  piece  of  gallantry,  out  of  the 
French,"  published  by  Charles  Cotton,  in 


1674,  clxxxi. 
■"aitno 


Faitnome,  the  fish  in  the  first  edition  of  the 
"  Complete  Angler, "  supposed  to  have  been 
engraved  by,  3  n. 

Falcon,  the,  a  species  of  the  hawk,  28. 

Falkland,  Lord,  his  visit  to  John  Heals,  cxlvi. 

Faringdon,  Mr  Anthony,  cxlvi ;  Mr  FuUnan 
referred  to  him  for  information  relative  to 
the  Life  of  John  Hales,  Ixpcx  ;  his  sermons 
be<iueathed  by  Walton  to  Mr  John  Darbi- 
shire,  cii. 

"  Farewell  to  the  Vanities  of  the  World,"  a 
poem  said  to  have  been  written  by  Dr 
Donne,  Ix. 

Famham  Castle,  in  Surrey,  a  seat  of  the 
Bishop  of  Winchester,  xcvi ;  visited  by 
Walton  in  May  1683.   xcix ;    prints  and 

fictures  at,  bequeathed  by  him  to  his  son 
zaak,  ci,  cv. 

Farwell,  Mrs  Anne  and  Mrs  Elizabeth, 
bequest  made  to  by  their  "  cousin  "  Izaak 
Walton,  the  yoimger,  cxviii ;  not  identified, 
cxxiii. 

Faulkner,  "an  industrious  angler."  men- 
tioned by  Robert  Frank  in  his  "  Northern 
Memoirs,"  Ixi. 

Feathers  for  fly -nuking,  directions  for 
choosing,  104  n. 

Fell,  Dr,  master  of  Christ's  Church,  Ixxxv ; 
expelled  from  the  university,  xxxv. 

Fence  months,  the,  regulated  by  stat.  13 
Edw.  I.  c.  47,  and  stat  13  Rich.  II.  c. 
19,  63  H. 

Ferabosco,  Sig.  Alfonso,  iii  m> 
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Fern-fly,  the,  diivctions  for  mak'in^  9lbi.         [ 

Ferrers,  Toha,  Elsa.,  a  translation  of  the 
**  Moral  Philosophy  of  the  Stoics,"  from 
the  French  of  Du  Vaix,  dedicated  to  him 
by  Charles  Cotton,  clxxiL 

Ferret,  the,  99. 

Kichet,  the,  ao. 

Field.  Dr  Richard*  Dean  of  Gloucester,  zxii, 
Ixxviii 

Finlanders,  superstition  of  the,  384. 

Firman,  Raymond,  executor  of  the  will  of 
Jane  Walton,  <d  Derby,  cxxxix 

Fish,  have  hearing,  118  ;  salmon  called  a 
^sk,  par  excellence,  in  Scotland,  bdi. 

Fishiug-frog,  called  by  the  Dalmatians  "the 
water  devil,"  134. 

Fishmu-house,  Cotton's,  vide  Beresford. 

,  Sir    Henry  Wot  ton's,  near  £ton,  de- 

scriplion  of,  by  Mr  Jesse,  cxxix. 

Fishing-lines,  directions  fur  making,  903, 903. 

Fish-ponds  directions  for  making,  198-aoo. 

Fitxwilliam  Collection  at  Cambiidge,  error 
respecting  a  view  of  Theobalds  in,  published 
by  Society  of  Antiquaries,  corrected,  975. 

Flatman,  Tnoma«,  the  poet,  verses  addres«^ed 
to  Walton  on  publication  of  Chalkhill's 
poem  of  Thealma  and  Ciearchus  xcv ;  to 
Charles  Cotton,  on  hi«  translation  <^  De 
Montluc's  Commentaries,  clxxxi. 

Feet  Street,  Walton's  house  in,  xx. 

F  esh-flics,  directions  for  breeding,  a6i. 

F. etcher,  Giles,  177  n. 

,  Phineas,  the  poet,  iii  «.,  119  «.  ;  ac- 
count of,  177  n.',  intimate  with  Charles 
Cotton  the  elder,  clxiv. 

,    John,    his    comedy    of    "Monsieur 

Thomas,"  edited  by  Alexander  Brome  in 
1639,  374. 

Florence,  the  beauty  of,  34. 

Floud,  John,  A.M.,  biocraphical  notices  of, 
xxi,  cxxxv  ;  mentioned  in  his  mother's  will, 
XXX  ;  verses  to  Walton  on  the  publication 
of  the  "Complete  Angler,"  xlviii,  9. 

— ^,  Rachel,  the  wife  erf"  Izaak  Walton,  xxi, 
cxxxiii,  cxxxv. 

,  Robert,  son  of  John  Floiid,  xxi,  cxxxv. 

-^— ,  Robert,  his  son,  B.A.,  xxi, cxxxv;  men- 
tioned in  his  mother's  will,  xxx ;  verses 
to  Walton  on  the  publication  of  the  "  Com- 
plete Angler,"  xlviii,  xlix,  14. 

,  Mrs  Susannah,  xxx,  cxxxv ;  abstract  of 

her  will,  xxx. 

,  Sir  Thomas,  of  Milgate,  co.  Kent,  xxi 

Flounder,  the,  description  of,  baits,  and 
directions  for  angler  for,  165. 

Flower,  Alice,  daughter  of  John,  of  Whit- 
well,  CO.  Ruiland,  60  «. 

Fly-fishing,  Cotton's  treatise  on  the  art  of, 
written  by  him  at  Walton's  request,  within 
ten  days,  Ixxxv.  clxxxv  ;  Walton's-  direc- 
tions for,  quoted  from  Barker,  zoi  et  seq.  ; 
instructions  for.  from  an  anonymous  writer, 
106  n. ;  Cotton's  instructions  for,340  et  seq. 

Fly-making,  list  of  materials  necessary  for, 
103  «.,  vtde  Artificial  flies. 

Ford.  John,  married  Elizabeth  Walton,  cliv. 

Fordidge  trout,  never  caught  by  angling,  73: 
eats  nothing  in  fresh  water,  74. 


Forked  kite,  the,  a  qwdes  of  hawk,  39. 

Fox.  the,  ao. 

Frank.  RoSeri,  author  o€  **  Northern  Me- 
moirs,'' his  aitidsm  of  the  **  Comptete 
Angler,**  Ix. 

Frendi  pye,  the,  a  species  of  hawk,  38. 

Frescobaldi,  Signor,  a  Florentine  merdtaaC, 
1x8  1*. 

Frog,  the,  several  kiiuis  of.  described  by  Top- 
sel,  74  n. ;  said  to  be  venomous  in  spawning* 


time,  133  ;  very  destructive  to  carp,  114  «*-, 
143  ;  a  bait  for  pike,  135  :  diflTerent  kiads 
of,  and  directions  for  baiting  with,  xjfs  137. 


Frome,  George,  a  witness  to  the  will  04  Izaak 
Walton  the  yoimger,  cxix. 

Fuller,  Dr,  Walton's  opinion  of  his  "  Chnrcli 
Historv,"  Ixiii :  quoted  by  Walton,  51  au, 
5««. 

Fuller's  **Abel  Redivivus.*  4to-  1651,  for- 
merly belonging  to  Izaak  Walton,  now  ia 
the  cathedral  library  at  Sa  i^ury,  cxlvii. 

Fulman,  William,  author  of  the  **NoCttia 
Oxoniensis  Academiae,"  Ixxx. 

Fulimart,  the,  39  ic 

Gaispord,  Stephen,  a  witness  to  the  will  of 
Izaac  Wa!ton  the  younger,  cxix. 

"Gammer  Gurton's  Ncdlc,  a  ryght  pidiy, 
pleasaunt  and  merie  Comedie,"  1575,  281. 

Ganges,  the  river,  43,  vide  Eels. 

Gardner,  Dr,  expelled  from  tlie  University 
of  Oxford,  XXXV. 

Garrard,  Mr  Thomas,  a  ring  bequeathed  to 
by  Walton,  ax  ;  notice  of,  cv. 

Garrick,  widow  of  David,  142  «. 

Garter,  a,  and  George,  belon^n^  to  Charies 
I  I.,Uken  after  the  battle  of  Worcester,  xlv. 

Gasius,  Antonius,  quoted  by  Walton,  z68  : 
account  of,  168  n. 

Gatehouse  at  Westminster,  the,  383. 

Gauden,  Dr,  Bishop  of  Exeter,  published 
the  Life  of  Richard  Hooker,  bocvil 

Gay,  the  poet,  verses  descriptive  of  the  art  of 
angling,  by,  387-380. 

Geneva,  the  trout  tJJcen  *in  the  lake  oC^  a 
great  article  of  commerce,  73. 

Gentles,  breeding  and  preserving,  X85. 

Georffe,  the  Kmg's  lesser,  preserved  by 
Colonel  Blague,  after  battle  of  Worcester, 
xlv ;  its  restoration  to  his  Majesty,  xlv. 

G.*rard,  John,  quoted  by  Walton,  x6o;  ac- 
count of.  160  M. 

Gerard's  History  of  the  life  of  the  Duke  of 
Espemon,  tnuulated  by  Charles  Cotton, 
cIxxviiL 

Gerfalcon,  the,  a  species  of  the  hawk,  28. 

Gesner,  Conrade,  bio^^phical  account  of, 
44  n.;  his  "  Histona  Animalitim,'*  and 
*•  De  Serpentum  Naturil,"  quoted  by  Wal- 
ton, Ixi,  44,  48,  59,  73,  1 18,  X30,  133,  125, 
X27,  X 30.  13a,  X40,  X41,  244,  148,  X56,  xCo, 
x66,  167,  193. 

Gise,  Mr  Christopher,  a  beqoest  made  to,  by 
Dr  Donne,  the  younger,  cxlii. 

Glanrille,  Sir  Bartholomew,  cu&tos  of  Orford 
Castle,  temp.  Hen.  II..  45  n. 

Glaacocke,  William,  a  witness  to  the  will  of 
Dr  Donne,  the  jrounger,  cxlii. 
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Oloacester,  the  town  of,  195. 
Goedartius,  Joannes,  "  De  losectis,''  Lond. 

8vo,  1685,  96  H. 
Oolden  Laoe^  London,  the  Swan,  in,  lix. 
Goldsmith,  Francis,  Em}.,  197  n.,  vide  Gro- 

tius. 
*  *  Go,  lorely  rose,  &c ,"  song  by  Waller,  cxcv. 
Goose,  the,  destructive  to  fish,  63. 
Gorara,  the.  destructive  to  fish,  63. 
Goshawl^  the,  a8. 
Gower,  Earl,  hx&  supercilious  mention  of  Dr 

Johnson,  124  n. 

Grasshopper,  the,  a  good  bah  for  chub,  68, 

84  :  for  trout,  6a ;  said  to  have  no  mouth, 

73  ;  varieties  of,  7?  m.  ;  artificial,  106,  d6i. 

GTa.vel  lastspring,  a  ish  so  called,  found  only 

in  the  Wye  and  Severn,  129  ». 
Grayllns;   or   Umber,   the,    styled    by   the 
French  "  an  humble  chevalier."  said  to  be 
very   medidnable,    120 ;    called    by    St 
Ambrose  "the  flower  of  fishes,"  m  ;  en- 
graving of,  121 ;  where  found,  baits  for, 
and  directions  for  angling  for,  xax ;  Cotton's 
instructions  for  anglmg  for,  240  et  seq. 
Great  blue  fly,  for  February,  254. 
Great  dun  fly,  for  Februaryj  253. 
Great  hackles  or  palmer  flies,  for  February 

and  May,  253-255. 
Green-drake  fly,  description  of,  where  found, 

and  directions  for  making,  24i,'^57,  259. 
Gregoiy,  Mr  John,  the  posthumous  woi^  of, 

4to,  Lond.  1683,  quoted,  45  n. 
Greinsell,  "my  cozen's  widow,"  mentioned 
by  Walton  in  his  will,  cii ;  not  identified, 
cvi,  vide  Grinsell. 
Grtfinwood,    Mrs,    mentioned    in   Walton's 

will,  c 
Grey  drake,  the,  for  May,  259. 
Greyhotud.  the,  3a 
Grinsell,  Mrs  Anne,  widow,  cliv. 

,  John,  son  of  Thomas,  cliii. 

— •,  Mr  Thomas,  cliii. 

,  Walter,  son  of  Thomas,  cliii. 

•*  Grotius ;  his  Sophompaneas  or  Joseph,"  a 
tragedy,   by    Francis    Goldsmith,    Esq., 
x2mo,  Lond.  1652.  quoted,  197  n. 
Grotmd-bait  for  bream  and  carp,  151. 
Gudgeon,  the,  a  leather-mouthed  fish,  69 ; 
description  of,  and  directions  for  angling 
for,  171. 
Guiniad,    the,   description   of,    and   places 

where  found,  166  «. 
Gunpowder  Alley,  near  Shoe  Lane,  clxviii. 
Gustavus  Erickson,   introduced  Protestant- 
ism into  Sweden,  284. 

Hacklss,  directions  for  choosing,  103  h. 
Haddock,  the,  3a 
Haddon,  cotmty  of  Derby,  230. 
Haggard,  the,  a  species  of  hawk,  29. 
Hailes,  Lord,  said  to  have  contemplated  a 

new  edition  of  Walton's  Lives,  cxxiv. 
HakewilL  Dr,  account  of  his  "Apology  of 

God's  Power  and   Providence,**    xi8  «.; 

S noted,  130  n.,  160. 
e,  Sir  Matthew,  prepared  a  bill  for  the 
compression  of  the  more  moderate   dis- 
senters from  the  Church,  and  allowing  cer- 


tain indulgences  to  such  as  cotild  not  be 
brought  within  the  comprehension,  96. 

Hales,  Anne,  wife  of  Sir  Edward,  first  edi- 
tion of  the  "  Reliquiae  Wottonianse,"  dedi- 
cated to,  xliii. 

-^,  John,  of  Eton,  intimate  friend  of  Izaak 
Walton,  XX,  Ixxiii ;  styled  "  the  walking 
library  ; "  his  opinion  of  the  merits  of  Wal- 
ton's Life  of  Dr  Donne,  xxviii ;  collections 
for  his  Life  by  Walton,  ixxx  ;  his  portrait 
painted  after  death  by  Lady  Anne  Howe, 
ixxxi ;  Walton's  memoranda  respecting 
him,  cxliv-cxIviL 

Hale's  Treatise  on  Fencing,  ridiculed  by 
Walton,  3,  5,  7. 

Halifax,  George  Savile,  Marqub  of :  letter 
to  Charles  Cotton  on  his  translation  of 
Montaigne's  Essays,  1685,  clxxxvii. 

Halt,  Dr,  Bishop  of  Exeter,  presented  by 
Dr  Donne  with  a  seal  of  bloodstone, 
engraven  with  a  representation  of  the 
Saviour  extended  on  an  anchor,  xxiv  ;  his 
works  bequeathed  by  Walton  to  his  daugh- 
ter, Mrs  Hawkins,  cL 

Ham,  in  Essex,  196  n. 

Hambleton  Lock,  1x5  'C,  vide  Howell. 

Hammond,  Dr,  expelled  from  the  University 
of  Oxford,  XXXV  ;  attended  Kin^  Charles  I. 
during  his  imprisonment,  xxxvi ;  intimate 
with  Walton,  xci ;  copy  of  his  "  Christian's 
Obligations  to  Peace  and  Charity,"  ten 
Sermons,  4to,  X649,  formerly  belonging  to 
Walton,  now  in  the  cathedral  library  at 
Salisbury,  cxlvii. 

Hampton,  chiefly  resorted  to  by  Londoners, 
for  the  ptirpose  §f  angling,  X83  n, 

Hampton  Court,  the  conference  at,  59  m. 

Hanson,  Richard,  of  Stafford,  apprenticed 
by  Izaak  Walton,  cxlix. 

Hanson-Toot,  Derby,  engraving  of,  233. 

Harboone,  John,  £sq.,  of  Tackley,  county 
of  OxfoM,  54. 

Harcourt,  Humphrey,  son  of  John  Harcourt, 
of  Ranton  Haul,  co.  Stafford,  cvl 

— ^,  Mr  Valantine,  ring  bequeathed  to,  by 
Walton,  oii ;  notice  of,  cvi. 

Hare,  the,  29,  30:  formerly  supposed  to 
change  its  sex  every  year,  xx6. 

Harington,  Dr,  60  «. 

,  Sir  John,  epigrams  written  bjr,  xix. 

Harp  Alley,  in  Shoe  Lane,  the  residence  of 
Charles  Kerbye,  x88. 

Harrison,  Jas.,  alias  Walton,  his  will,  cxxxix. 

Harry  Long-legs,  262. 

Hartley,  Thomas,  of  London,  merchant, 
cxxxiv. 

Hartshorn,  co.  Derby,  Ixxxvi  n. 

Harvey,  lliomas,  xo8  n, 

Harvie,  the  Rev.  Christopher,  verses  ad- 
dressed by  him  to  Walton  on  publication 
of  the  **  Complete  Angler,"  xlviii,  10 ; 
verses  by  him,  on  the  Book  of  Common 

,  Prayer,  Ivii,  108  ;  verses  addressed  by  him 
to  Walton,  on  publication  of  the  founh 
edition  of  his  poem  called  "The  Syna- 
gogue," Ixvii. 

Harvy,  Mr  John,  bequest  made  to,  by  Dr 
Donne  the  younger,  cxlii 
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Haslaim  Alice,  caoudfi. 

Hasdngii  Sir  Georce,  ton  of  Heiuy  Hastily 

of  WoodUiKKadsoa  of  Georg*,  4th  Earl 

of  HoBtmgdon,  7a  iv.,  ia8»  186. 
\  Henry  Locdt  elegy  upon  hb  death  by 

Charles  Cotton  the  poet,  dxvi  «. 
Hatfield,  Agnes,  daughter  of  Lawrence,  of 

WUlou^ibj,  ca  Notts,  aaadr. 
^— ,  an  ancient  royal  residence,  ^  m. 
Hawes,  pedigree  oC  ariorii,  caunriu. 

^  Anne,  cxxi,  cx««iil 

— t  Rev.  Henry,  minister  of  CUfton,  cxxi. 


<^— ,  Rev.  Dr  Herbert,  prebendary  of  Salis- 
bury, great<great-giandson,  and,  except 
Mrs  Blagdcn,  only  living  descendant  of 
Walton,  cxxi.  cxxxiii ;  co^  of  Walton's 
prayer-book  in  his  possession,  xli ;  list  of 
portraits  of  Walton's  (amily  in  his  posaes> 
aon,  cU. 

,  If  argaret  Jane,  cxxi«  cxxxiJi. 

•— ,  Rev.  John,  married  Anne  Hawkins, 
cud,  cxxxiit ;  his  death,  cxxi  ;  his  issue, 
cxxi. 

Hawk,  varieties  of  the,  98,  99 ;  has  only  four 
or  five  young  ones  at  a  time,  76W 

Hawking,  the  pleasures  of,  95. 

Hawkins,  pedigree  of,  cxxxii,  cxxxiii. 

— ,  Anne,  daughter  of  Walton,  bequests 
made  to  by  her  father,  c,  d ;  by  her  brother, 
Isaak  Walton  the  younger,  cxviii;  vgr 
pointed  his  executrix  and  residuarjrl^atee, 
cxviii :  her  portrait  in  the  possession  of  the 
Rev.  Dr  Hawes.  di. 

— — ,  Anne,  granddaughter  of  Walton,  be- 
quest made  to  her  bj^him,  d :  by  her 
uncle,  Izaak  Walton  the  younger,  cxviii ; 
biographical  account  and  epitaph  of,  cxx ; 
her  portrait  in  the  possession  of  the  Rev. 
Dr  Hawes,  di 

^— V  Anne,  daughter  of  William  Hawkins, 
Em^.,  married  the  Rev.  John  Hawes, 
cxxi.  cxxxiii. 

,  Frances,  the  wife  of  Mr  Thomas  Knapp 

Blagden,  cxxi,  cxxxii. 

— ,  Henrietta  Rebecca,  cxxi,  cxxxiii 

— — >,  Jane,  her  epiuph,  cxxi,  cxxxii 

— ,  Sir  John,  error  in  his  statement  re- 
specting Walton's  marriage,  xx;  his  con- 
jecture that  the  Life  of  Wotton  was  finished 
in  1644  supposed  to  be  erroneous,  xlii ; 
mentions  letters  of  Walton  extant  in  the 
Ashmolean  Museum,  relating  to  a  Life  of 
Mr  Henry  Savile,  Ixxiil :  his  description  of 
the  fishing-bouse  at  Beresford,  Ixxxvii, 
938  n, ;  his  conjecture  that  the  fish  in  the 
first  edition  of  the  "Complete  Angler" 
were  engraved  on  silver  proved  to  be 
erroneous,  3  «. ;  discovered  the  tune  to 
which  the  song  "  Come,  live  with  me,"  &c., 
was  suD^  81. 

^— >  Mary,  cxxi,  cxxxiii 

— ,  Dr  William,  prebendary  of  Winches- 
ter, married  Walton's  daughter  Anne, 
Ixxxiv,  cxxii,  cxxxiii ;  bequests  made  to 
him  b)r  Walton's  will,  c,  d ;  his  death, 
cxii ;  his  nortrait  in  the  possession  of  the 
Rev.  Dr  Hawes,  cU. 


Hawkia^  WnUam,  B.«q.,  bequest  m^e  to  Una 
by  his  onde,  Ixaak  Walton  the  yonagcr. 
cxviii ;  executor  of  his  will,  cxix ;  biogra- 
phical account  and  epitaph  of  Kimk*»lf,  and 
Jane,  his  wife,  cxx;  their  issue,  arri, 
cxxxii  :  his  portrait  in  the  poasessioa  of  the 
Rev.  Dr  Hawes,  di 

,  Rev.  William,  vicar  of  Boldre,  coooty 

of  Hants,  cxxxii 

Hawthorn-fly,  the,  Walton's  directians  for 
making,  106 ;  Baiher's  do.,  zos  n. 

Hayne,  Richard,  Esq.,  of  Ashboum.  997  n. 

Headley,  a  passage  from  the  "Conipleie 
Angler,"  quoted  by  him  in  his  notes  to  the 
Select  Beauties  of  Ancient  English  Poetry, 
cxivji. 

Heath,  J.,  the  translator  of  Du  MouUn's 
"Accomplishment  of  the  Prai>hecies,'*  39  a. 

Heber,  Mr,  ocegrj  of  a  sone  entitled  "Come, 
Shepherds,  deck  your  Heads,"  firam  a  MS. 
in  hts  possession,  977. 

Helmet  pigeon,  the^  70. 

Henchman,  Dr,  Btsnop  of  Salisburr,  facv ; 
OMitributed  to  Walton's  Life  of  Uerbexl, 
Ixxvi 

— ,  Humphry,  LL.D.,  cxix. 

HeiKlriverf  the,  a  q>ecies  of  hawk,  99. 

Henley  Bridge,  184. 

Henly,  '*  old  Oliver,"  a  noted  fisher,  both  fee 
trout  and  salnum,  197. 

Henry,  Prince,  a  poem  00  the  detth  o^ 
printed  in  lamo  in  16x3,  by  William  Basse, 
989. 

Heury  VIL's  Gifts,  next  door  to  the  Gate- 
house in  Westminster,  the  residence  of 
Tliomas  Barker,  author  of  **  The  Art  of 
Angling"  983. 

Henshaw,  Samud,  of  Stafford,  apprenticod 
by  IxasJc  Walton,  cxlix. 

Herbert.  George,  author  of  "  The  Temple,** 
presented  by  Dr  Donne  with  a  seal  of 
bloodstone,  engraven  with  a  represenution 
of  the  Saviour  extended  on  an  anchor, 
xxiv;  his  Life  by  Walton,  puUished  in 
Ma^  1670,  Ixxv ;  quotaition  from  hk  poem 
entitled  "  Contemplation  on  God's  Provi- 
dence, 1\i4  ;  from  "The  Temple,"  xo7. 

— >,  Sir  Thomas,  attended  Charles  L  during 
his  imprisonment,  xxxvii 

Hermit-tish,  the,  46. 

"Hero  and  L^der,"  a  poem  by  Chris- 
topher Marlow,  78  n. 

Heron,  the,  destructive  to  fish^  63  ;  marrow 
of  the  thighbone  of,  a  tempting  bait,  X3B. 

Herrick,  the  poet,  intimate  with  Oiarles 
Cotton  the  elder,  cbdv ;  his  '*  Hesperides** 
quoted,  81  n. 

Herring,  the,  dies  out  of  water  sooner  than 
any  other  sea-fish,  X41 ;  plentiful  near  Yaj^ 
mouth.  to8,  vide  Yarmouth. 

Hertford,  the  castle  of,  built  by  Edward  the 
elder,  zg6  n. 

Heseldne,  William,  Esc[.,  Tradescant's 
house  in  LambeUi  now  in  his  occupation, 

HeyUn's  Cosmomphy,  quoted  by  Walton, 
Z94  ;  copies  of  nis  Microcosmus,  4to,  x6ai, 
and  of  his  "  Parable  of  the  Tares,"  4to, 
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<^59t  fonnerly  beloneinK  to  Walton,  now 
in  the  cathedral  Ubrary  of  Salisbury, 
cxlidi. 

Hickes,  Thomas,  M.A.,  his  Lucian's  Dia- 
lopies,  aa  w. 

HiKgs.  Mr  Walter,  a  ring  bequeathed  to»  by 
Walton,  cii ;  notice  of,  cvt. 

Hind,  fames,  the  "  English  Gucman,"  bio- 
gra^mical  account  of,  1x3  m. 

Hircua,  the  consul,  held  inteUigence  with 
Decimus  Brutus,  besieged  in  Mutina,  by 
means  of  a  pigeon,  37. 

*•  History  of  Thomas  Lord  Cromwell^*  pub- 
lished as  Shakespeare's,  zi&m. 

Hobart,  Sir  Richard,  or. 

Hobbes  "  De  Mirabilibus  Pfccd,"  clzzxvi. 

Hobby,  the,  a  species  of  hawk,  aS. 

Hobsoir,  Ellen,  of  Bromley,  in  Kent,  dv. 

Hoddesdon,  the  Thatched  House  at,  1,  ao, 
36 ;  engraving  of  the,  56. 

Hog-fish,  the,  43. 

Hoidsworth,  Dr  Richard,  13  n, 

Holinshed,  Mr,  a  bequest  made  to,  by  Wal- 
ton, ci ;  not  identified,  cvi. 

Hollar,  portraiu  of  the  John  Tradescants, 
father  and  son,  engraved  by,  4a  m. 

H<dmesrChapel,  ca  Chester,  the  ale  at 
praised  by  Cotton,  dxxiv. 

Holt,  Sir  John,  Bart.,  cxxxv. 

,  Sir  Robert,  of  Aston,  co.  Warwick, 

Bait.,  the  second  edition  of  Donne's  life 
dedicated  to,  bdv. 

Holtenby,  Daniel,  overseer  of  the  parish  of 
St  Dunstan's  in  the  West,  cliL 

Hooker,  Richard,  author  of  the  "  Ecdeuas- 
tical  Polity,"  xsdi;  his  Life,  by  Walton, 
published  in  January  1665,  bod ;  reprinted 
in  x666,  Ixnv ;  republished  with  the  Lives 
of  Donnej  Herbert,  and  Wotton,  about 
1670,  Ixxvi ;  again  in  1675,  bcxxi ;  a  copy 
of  his  **  Ecclesiastical  Politie,"  foL  1666, 
formeriy  belonging  to  Walton,  now  ki  the 
cathedral  library  at  Salisbury,  cxlviiL 

Hooks,  for  fishing,  mentioned  by  the  prophet 
Amos,  and  in  the  Bode  of  Job,  78,  49 ; 
Charles  Kcrbye,  fismed  for  his  metnod  of 
tempering  188  «. 

Hooper^  Mr,  warden  of  the  Stationers'  Com- 
pany m  161a,  54  f». 

"  Hope,"  an  Ode  to,  by  Charies  Cotton,cxoiii. 

Hopton,  Edward,  gent.,  commendatory 
verses  by,  prefixed  to  Barker's  *'Art  of 
Anglio^,^  1637  or  1659,  383. 

Home,  Bishop,  a  passage  mmi  the  ''Com- 
plete Angler,"  quoted  in  his  commentary 
on  the  xo4th  Psalm,  cxiv  iu ;  contemplated 
the  republication  of  Walton's  Lives,  cxxiv. 

Horse-flesh  fly,  the,  for  April,  356. 

Uoskins,  Elisabeth,  Susan,  and  William, 
bequests  to  by  their  "  cousin  "  Izaak  Wal- 
ton the  younger,  cxviii,  cxxiiL 

— — ,  Matthew,  cxviii*  cxxiii. 

Howe,  the  Lady  Anne  :  formerly  Mrs  Anne 
King,  cxliv  ;  painted  the  portrait  of  John 
Hales,  after  his  death,  Ixxid,  cxliv ;  a  rinp^ 
bequeathed  to,  by  Walton,  di ;  biogsaphi- 
cal  account  of,  cv. 

,  Sir  Richard,  Bart.,  kzzL 


Howell;  Mr,  large  trout  taken  by*  at  Hamble 

ton  Lock,  1x5  n. 
Hiibball,  Adam,  of  Stafford,  apprenticed  by 

Walton,  cxliX' 
Hughes,   Jane,   daughter  of  Rowland,  of 

Essenden,    co.    Herts,     the   mother    of 

Walton's  second  wife,  xxxix,  cciv. 
Humber,  the  river,   made  subject   to  the 

fence  months  by  stat  x^  Edw.  L  c.  ^7, 

6a  n.\  grayling  plentiful  m  the,  laa  n  ;  the 

aestuanum,  X96 
"  Hunter  in  hb  Choice  Career,**  the,  a  song 

by  William  Basse,  85  :  copy  of,  a8x. 
Huntingdon,  Ferdinand.  Eari  of,  dxvi  n. 
-^,  George,  4th  Earl  of,  7a  n. 
Hunting,  the  pleasures  of,  ^  3X. 
Hutchinson,  Charles,  of  Wtlloughby  on  the 

Wolds,  ca  Derby,  cdiL 
^— ,  Isabella,  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas,  of 

Owthorpe,   ca   Nott&    wife    of  Charles 

Cotton  the  younger,  clxxi,  cciii. 
,  Katherine,  wife  of  Sir  Thomas,  cdL 

,  Miss  Stanhope,  clxxii,  cciii. 

"  Hygrasticon,  seu  vera    ratio  valetudinis 

bcifue  et  vitae  ad   extremara  senectutem 

conservandae,"  by  Leonard  Lessius*  99. 

Incblo,  N.,  and  the  Life  of  Hales,  cxivi. 

"  Innocent  Epicure,"  a  poem,  commemorat- 
ing Walton,  Cotton,  and  Venables,  374. 

Ireland,  Mrs  Mary,  bequest  to,  by  Izaak 
Walton  the  younger,  cxviii ;  not  identified, 
cxxiii 

Irk.  the  river,  in  Lancashire,  famed  for  eels^ 
X64  M. 

Iron,  the,  a  species  of  hawk,  a8. 

Isabella,  the  colour,  why  so  termed,  254  m. 

Isis,  the  river,  X95,  196. 

Ivy-berries,  worms  anointed  with  the  oil  of, 
very  attractive  to  fish,  xa7» 

Jack,  the  pike,  so  called  until  it  attains  the 
length  oftwenty-four  inches  X38. 

~— ,  the,  a  species  of  hawk,  a8. 

Jackson,  Captain  Henry,  ccxlv. 

— — >,  Mr  Roger,  54  n, 

James  I.,  a  copy  of  his  works,  foL  Lond; 
x6x6,  formerly  bdonging  to  Walton,  now 
in  the  cathedral  horary  of  Salisbury, 
cxlvii. 

Jenkinaon,  Sir  Robert,  of  Oxfordshire,  Bart, 
cxxxiv. 

Jerkin,  the,  a  spedes  of  the  hawk,  aS. 

Jervis,  Mrs,  only  child  of  John  Swinfen, 
Esq.,  grandmother  of  the  late  Earl  St 
Vincent ;  a  MS.  note  in  a  copy  of  the  Life 
of  Bishop  Sanderson,  presentra  by  Walton 
to  her  grandfather,  supposed  to  have  been 
written  by  her,  xxxvi. 

"  Jew  of  Malta,"  a  tragedy  by  Marlowe,  80  «. 

"  Johnny  Armstrong^'^a  song,  79,  378. 

Jonnson,  Mrs  Elyza,  a  ring  bequeathed  to, 
by  Walton,  di ;  notice  of;  cvi ;  bequest  to 
her  by  Isaak  Walton  the  jrounger,  cxviii. 

Johnson,  Dr,  a  great  admirer  of  Walton, 
cxxiii. 

Jons,  Mr,  brge  Ixout  speared  by,  at  Cook's. 
Ferry,  115^ 
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joaton«    Ben,   author    of    the    "Beggar's 

Bush/*  113  ;  his  adopted  sons,  317  n. 
"  Jovial  Crew,  the,  or  the  Meny  Beggars," 


a  comedy  by  Brome,  87  n, 
Joviusf   Paulas,  the  author  of  a  tract, ' 


De 


Romanis  Piscibos,*  14a  n. 
Judea,  a  river  tn,  asentioned^  by  Josephus, 

that  runs  swiftly  all  the  su  davs  of  the 

week,  and  stan<u  still  on  the  Sabbath,  43. 
Juxon,   Dr,    Bishop   of   London,   attntded 

Charles  I.  during  hb  imprisonment,  xxzvi 

Kbk,  pedigree  0^  cctv. 

.  Anne,  the  second  wife  of  Izaak  WaltOI^ 

xxxix,  cdv. 
',  Eliiabeth,  xxxix  ».,  cxxiJi,  cdv. 

1  Jancr  the  wife  of  Thomas,  xxxix.  ^ 

,  Jane.the  wife  of  John  SymoDS,xxxix  «., 

xlvu,  cdv. 

— -,  Ion,  Treararer  of  the  East  India  Com- 
pany, xxxix  K.,  xlviii.  cxxii.  cdv ;  a  ring 
bequeathed  to  him  by  Walton,  cii. 

,  Ion,  B.D.^cxxii,  cdv. 

— ,  lohn,  XXXIX  «.,  cdv,  983. 

— ,  Margaret,  xxxix  »,,  cxxii.  cdv. 

,  Martha,  wife  of  Thomas,  xxxix  «.,  cciv. 

,  Martha,  wife  of  Christopher  Frederick 

Krdnbei^,  xxxix  iv.,  xlii»  xlviii,  cxxii,  cdv. 

,  Martin,  cciv. 

— — ,  Mary,  xxxix  «.,  cot. 

•— ,  Rose,  cxxii,  cdv  ;  Isaac  Walton  the 
vounger  directed  by  his  father's  will  to  be 
Kind  to  her,  d,  dv ;  bequest  to  her,  by  her 
nephew.  Itaak  Walton  the  younger,  cxviii 

— — ,  Thomas,  xxxix  ;  his  will,  xlvti. 

— ,  Thos.,  hiison  by  his  first  wife,  xxxix  «. 

•— ,  Thomas  his  son  br  his  second  wife, 
BisJiop  of  Bath  and  Wells,  xxxix ;  sup- 
posed by  Mr  Bowles  to  have  been  the  issue 
of  the  first  wife,  xxxix  ;  mentioned  in  his 
father's  will,  xlviii :  a  ring  bequeathed  to 
by  Walton,  di :  after  being  deprived  of  his 
see  resided  with  Izaak  WalUMi  the  younger, 
cxvi ;  bequeathed  part  of  his  books  to  hun, 
cxvii ;  his  death,  cdv,  cxli ;  his  portrait,  in 
the  possession  of  the  Rev.  Dr  Hawes,  di. 

KeiiUworth,  near  Coventry,  a  pike  in  a  pond 
at,  seized  a  woman*s  foot  whilst  vratuiing 
clothes,  130. 

Rennet,  Uie  river,  a  trout  taken  in.  forty-five 
inches  in  length,  Z15  «.;  Camed  for  eels, 
16411. 

Kenrick,  Dorothy,  a  ring  bequeathed  to,  by 
Walton,  cii,  cv,  cxxxiv. 

,  Edward,  of  London,   merchant,  cv, 

cxxxiv. 

r  Shropshire,  cxxxiv. 
r  London,  xxii,  cxxxiv. 
,  cxxxiv. 
,  Mathew,  cxxxiv. 

Rentish  hens,  great  compared  with  others, 

Rerbye,  Charles,  famed  for  a  method  of  tern- 
penng  hooks,  obtained  from  Prince  Riq>ert^ 
iSSm. 

Rerobvn,  Thomas,  of  Burton,  co.  Stafford, 
>iurgeon,  civ. 

KiJligrew,Sir  H.,  ambassador  to  France,  xxil 


CXXXIV. 

1  John,  rf  Shroi 

— ,  lohn,  of  Lond 
,  Mary,  cxxxiv 


Rilligrew,  Mr  Thomas,  bequest  made  to,  by 
Dr  Donne  the  younger,  cxiti ;  fratrii  by 
Pepys  to  have  introduced  good  vaamt, 
III  «. 
Rilmorrey,  Robert,  Viscount,  i  «, 
lUng,  Dr  Henry,  Bishi^  of  Qiicbester,  inti- 
mate friend  of  Walton,  zx,  fadv :  executor 
to  Dr  Doone,  zxiii  \.  presented  by  fata 
with  a  seal  of  bloodstone,  with  a  repre- 
sentation of  the  Saviour  extended  on  an 
anchor,  xziv ;  verses  on  Dr  Donne's  death, 
xxiv ;  mentioned  by  Wakon,  in  the  seoood 
edition  of  his  Life  of  Dr  D«me,  bdv  :  re- 
stored to  his  see,  after  the  Rettoration, 
Ixv :  bequest  to  him  by  Dr  Doone  the 


wnfter,  Ixxi :  letter  to  Walton,  Ixzi. 
>  HT,  of  Foster  Lane,  London,  gmt., 
,  Dr  John,  Bishop  of  London,  Txiv. 


,  John,  son  of  the  Bishop  of  Chichester, 

cxcix. 

,  John,  of  Fleet  Street,  London,  gent., d v. 

— ,  Mrs,  the  wife  of  Dr  Philip,  ai  ring  be- 
queathed to,  by  Walton,  di,  cv. 
Kingfisher,  destructive  to  fish,  63  ;  its  ncst^ 

190. 
KingstonMipon-Hull,  the  town  oC  ajo. 
KingstoQ-upon-Thames,  383. 
Kirby,  in  Westmoreland,  a  well  near,  which 

ebbs  and  flows  several  times  a  day.  41. 
Kniveton,  Mary,  daughter  of  Sir  CHIbert,  of 

Minrcaston,  in  Derby^iire,  odi. 
Krienberg,  Mr  Frederick,  and  his  wife,  be- 

quesu  tOj  by  Izaak  Walton  the  younger, 

cxviii,  cav. 

Ladbkokb,  Mr,  of  Gatton,  14a  «. 

Lake  Leman  ;  trout  of  three  cubits  in  lengdi 

said  to  have  been  taken  in,  7a. 
Lake  Lurian  in  Italy,  carp  taken  in,  of  fifty 

potwds  wdght,  143. 
Lambeth,  John  Tradescant's  house  at.  now 

called  Turret  House,  43. 
Lampeme,  the,  165  n. 
Lamprey,  a  favourite  dish  of  the  Romaaa, 

33,  1x9, 160,  i6<  n, 
Laneare,  Mr  Nicholas,  an  eminent  master  of 

music,  iioM. 
Laner.  and  Laneret,  a  species  of  hawk,  aS. 
Langdale,  Mr,  of  Ashbcutn,  sa7  «. 
Lark,  the,  a6. 

Last-spring,  a  fish  of  the  salmon  kind,  199  is. 
Lathkin,  the  river,  9^ 
Laud,  ^Ajrchbishop,  his  ezecutioa,  xxxv,  cxhri, 

cxlvii. 
Laverock,  the»  cxiv,,26. 
Lawes,  Henry,  178  «. 
Lawson,  W.,  54  ». 
Lee,  the  river,  account  oC  ig6  ». 
Lees,  Richard,  of  Staffcmi*  apprenticed  by 

Izaak  Walton,  cxlix. 
Lentner,  the,  a  nedes  of  hawk,  99. 
Leominster,  co.  Hereford,  X19. 
Lessius,  Leonard,  biographical  account  oC 

99  w. 
Lewin,  — ^,  a  ring  bequeathed  to^  by  his 

"cof."  Walton,  oi. 
Lidcott,  Dorothy,  daughter  of  Sir  John,  of 

Moujey,  in  Siarrey,  1  n. 
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Uebaultf  Dr*  author  of  "L'Aericulture  et 

Maison  Rustique/' account  ov,\cj^  h. 
Light  brown  fly  for  May,  257. 
**  Like  Hermit  Poor,"  a  song,  zio  «. 
Lilly,  the  astrologer,  43  «. 
Linnet,  the,  cxiv,  3^ 
Little  brown  fly  for  April,  256. 

dun  fly  for  May,  257. 

yellow  May  fly,  257,  26a 

Liturgy,  abolis&ed  by  Act  of   Parliament, 

X08  n, 
LAvy,  the  choicest  of  historians,  34. 
Lloyde,  Mr  John,  a  rin^  bequeathed  to,  by 

Walton,  di ;  not  identified,  cvi. 
Llyn    QueUyn,   near   Snowdon*     the    char 

caught  in,  166  n, 
•— •   Raithlyn,  co.   Merioneth,    a   singular 

variety  of  perch  found  in,  157  n. 
Loach,  the,  breeds  several  times  in  the  year, 

X4T  ;  description  of,  193. 
Lobelf  MathiUs  de,  biographical  account  of, 

x6oM. 
Lobster,  the,  140,  vide  Chichester. 
Lochmabenf  the  guiniad  found  in,  z66  n. 
Lochmere,  in  Ireland.  41. 
Lombart,  the  fish  in  the  first  edition  of  the 

•*  Complete  Angler,"  engraved  by,  3  «. 
London  Bridge,  an  engravineof,  183. 
Long,  Elizabeth,  of  Bury  St  Edmunds  civ. 
Longleat,  the  asylum  of  Dr  Ken,  after  he 

was  deprived  of  his  see,  cxvi. 
Lough  Neagh,  in  Ireland,  the  guiniad  found 

in,  166  ». 
Lovelace,  Colonel  Richard,  intimate  with 
Charles  Cotton  the  elder,  cbdv  ;  addressed 
an  Ode  to  Charles  Cotton  the  elder,  and 
wrote  an  elegy  on  the  death  of  his  sister 
Cassandra,  clxviii ;  relieved  by  the  younger 
Cotton,  in  his  distress,  clxviii ;  his  death, 
clxviii  H, 
Low,  the  river,  made  subject  to  the  fence 

months  by  stat.  13  Rich.  II.,  62  ». 
Lowe,  Mrs  Bridget,  a  bequest  nude  to,  by 

Izaak  Walton  the  younger,  cxviii. 
Lowth,  Bishop,  his  translation  of  a  passage 
in  Isaiah,  where  fishing-hooks  are  men- 
tioned, 49  n. 
Luce,  the  old  name  for  Pike,  129^ 
Lucian's  Dialogues,  translated  by  Mr  Francis 

Hickes,  22  n. 
Lucy,  arms  of  the  family  of,  140  n. 

,  Geoffry  de,  temp.  Hen.  III.,  140  n. 

,  Sir  Berkeley,  Bart.,  of  Brozboume,  co. 

Herts,  cd,  ccih. 

,  Katherine,  Lady,  cd,  cdii. 

,  Marj^,  wife  of  the  Hon.  Charles  Comp- 
ton,  cdii. 
Lymington,    John   Wallop,   Viscount,    and 
Earl  of  Portsmouth,  xcvu 

Mackobius,  Aurelius,  accotmt   of,    33  n.\ 

quoted  by  Walton,  33. 
Mac  William,  Ambrose,  dxiii  n, 
,  Cassitodra,   the   wife  of  Sir   George 

Cotton,  cbdii,  cciii. 
— ,  Cicely,  clxiii  n. 

,  Edw^,  clxiii  n, 

^  Henry,  clxiii  «. 


Mac  William,  Susan,  the  wife  of  Edward 

Sanders,  dxiii  n. 
Margrave,  Mr,   a   seller   of  ftshing^ackle, 
mentioned    in    the    fifth    edition    of   the 
"  Complete  Angler,  z88  n. 
Mark  Antony,  30. 

Markham,  Jervase,  author  of  "The  Plea- 
sures of  Princes,  or  Good  Men's  Recrea- 
tions," containing  a  discourse  of  the  general 
art  of  fishing  with  an  angle,  or  otherwise, 
4to,  1614,  37  n. 
Markland,  Abraham,   a   witness   to   Izaak 

Walton's  will,  cii,  dv. 
Marlowe,  Christopher,  a  song  made  by,  liv  ; 

bio^phlcal  account  of,  78  n. 
Marriott,  Ann,  daughter  of  Richard,  cliii. 

,  Edward,  son  of  John,  diii. 

^— >  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John,  cliiL 

,  Elizabeth,  wife  of  John,  cliii. 

— ,  Jane,  widow,  cliii. 

,  John,  the  puUisher  of  Donne's  Poems, 

cd.  1633,  xxiv,  xxxvii,  cliii. 
>  John,  son  of  John,  cliii. 
— ,  Mary,  daugluer  of  John,  cliii. 

,  Ricluird,  the  friend  and  publisher  of 
Izaak  Walton  for  nearly  half  a  century, 
xxviii,  xxxvii,  xcviii ;  letter  from  Walton, 
Ixxx ;  bequest  by  Walton,  di,  civ ;  hb 
shop  in  St  Dunstan's  Churchyard,  274. 

,  Richard,  an  infant,  cliiL 

,  Sarah,  daughter  of  John,  cliii. 

,  Valentine,  son  of  John,  cliii. 

MarshfJ.,  anecdote  of  Cotton  told  by.clxxviii. 
Marston,  John,  the  author  of   Pigmalion's 

Image,  xix. 
Martins,  caught  by  whipping  with  a  fly,  17a. 

Martjrn, ,  Susannah,  wife  of,  ccv. 

MaM:al,  Leonard,  author  of  the  "Booke  of 
Fishiiig  with  Hookeand  Line,"  4to,  Lond. 
z6oo.  Z4Z  n. 
— ^  Mr,  of  Plumstead,  cotmty   of  Essex, 

introduced  thie  carp  into  England,  Z41. 
Mason,  Mr,  5^  n.  ' 
,  John,  a  noser,  joint  tenant  with  Wal- 
ton of  a  house  in  Fieet  Street,  xx. 
Matlock,  931. 

Mayeme,  Sir  Theodore,  73  «.       , 
May-fly,  the  directions  for  making,  X05. 
Maynaurd,  Wm.,  ad  son  of  Wm.  Lord,  cxxxv. 
Medway,  the,  Z05,  Z96. 
Memoirs  of  the  Sieurde  Pontis,  translated  by 

Charies  Cotton,  dxxxviii,  clxxxix. 
Mendez  Pinto,  Ferdinand,  account  of,  50  n, 
^'Mensa   Lubrica,"   a   poem,    by   'Thomas 

Master,  Z73  n. 
Mercator,  Gerard,  accotmt  of,  7a  n, 
"  Mercurius  Politicus,"  the  first  edition  of 
the    "  Complete  Angler,"   advertised    in 
the,  974. 
Merewether,  Jane,  the  wife  of  William  Haw- 
kins, Esq.,  cxx,  cjpcxii. 

.  John,  M.D.,  cxx,  cxxxil 

Merlin,  the,  a  species  of  haw  k,  28. 
Merril,  ,  an   industrious  angler,  men- 
tioned by^  Frank,  in  his  "Northern  Mc- 
Imoirs,"  IxL 
Mersey,  the  river,  made  subject  to  the  fence 
mouths  by  stat  Z3  Rich.  II.,  62  «. 
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Me«r,  definitioa  of  4he  term,  ao  m. 

MUingtoa,  Mr,  mcnCioQed  by  Walton  ia  a 
idler  10  his  publithep,  Ixxx. 

Miller's-ThuiDb,  or  Bullhead,  the,  199. 

Millington,  Sir  Thomaa,  M.D.,  cxdz. 

Milton,  sappoeed  to  have  taken  the  hint  for 
the  last  hoes  of  **  L'All^rro  and  Penser- 
oto,**  from  the  ballad,  *'  Come,  live  with 
me.*'&c,8i  M. 

Milwazd,  Mrs  Elisa,  a  ring  bequeathed  to, 
by  Walton,  di,  or. 

— ,  Henry,  of  Dorebridge,  ca  StaSbrd, 
cxjudi,  div. 
,  Tohn,  of  Dovebridee,  cUv. 

'-—'t  Margaret,  wife  of  Henry,  cxzidi,  cKv. 

,  Robert,  of  Calton,  in  the  conniy  of 

Derby,  cxxxii. 

^~«  Robert,  Esq.,  an  intimate  friend  of 
Iiaak  Walton's,  xVt. 

— — ,  William,  of  Christ  Church,  Oxford,  a 
ring  bequeathed  to,  by  Walton,  di,  cv. 

Milwood,  Robert  (?  Milward),  cxxxviii. 

Minnow,  the,  directions  for  baiting  with,  94, 
193  ;  artificial,  in$tnictioi»  for  maldog,  94  ; 
description  of  the,  193. 

Mole,  tne  river,  erroneously  said  to  run 
underground,  ^i  n, 

Monings,  John,  lieutenant  of  Dover  Caatle, 
cxxxv. 

**  Monsieur  Thomas,"  Fletcher's  comedy  <tf, 
374. 

Montague,  Edward,  Lord,  General  of  the 
Navy,  and  one  of  the  Lonls  Commissioners 
of  the  Treasury,  983. 

Montaignc'»  fondness  tor  cats,  93  ;  his  Essays 
translated  by  Charles  Cotton,  clxzxvii. 

Montfort,  Dr,  residentiary  of  St  Paul's,  zxiiL 

Moor,  Sir  Thomas,  a  portrait  of,  beaueathed 
by  Dr  Donne  the  younger  to  Mr  Chris- 
topher  Gise,  cxliL 

Moore.  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  William,  cdiL 

Moor^v,  the,  95  ;  directions  for  making,  xox. 

*' Moral  Philosophy  of  the  Stoics,"  from  the 
French  of  Dw  Vaix,  translated  by  Charles 
Cotton,  cbudL 

Mordiford,  co.  Hereford,  930  n. 

Moreton,  near  Thame  in  Oxfordshire,  the 
birthplace  of  William  Basse,  982. 

Morley,  Dr  George,  anecdote  told  by  Wal- 
ton reelecting  his  expulsion  from  Oxford, 
XXXV ;  no  authority  for  Mr  Bowles'  as- 
sumption that  he  was  Walton's  guest  at 
his  cotuge  in  Staffordshire,  from  April 
1648  to  May  1649,  xl ;  verses  addressed  by 
him  to  Walton  on  the  publication  of  the 
"Complete  Angler,"  xlviii:  Dean  of 
Christ  Church  and  Bishop  of  Worcester, 
Ixv;  Walton's  second  wife  supposed  to 
have  died  whilst  on  a  visit  to  him  at  Wor- 
cetter,  Ixix ;  translated  to  the  see  of  Win- 
Chester  in  1669,  from  which  year  Walton 
constantly  resided  with  him,  Ixx ;  the  Lives 
of  Hooker,  Herbert,  and  Sanderson  dedi- 
cated to  him  by  Walton,  Ixxi,  Ixxvii,  xc ; 
a  bequest  made  to  him  by  Walton,  ci,  ciu. 

~—-y  Mr  Frands,  a  ring  bequeath^  to,  oy 
Walton,  di. 

Moroey,  on  the  Christian  ReUgion,  4tOk  1617, 


a  copy  of,  formeriy  bekngmg  to  Wal»n» 

now  in  the  cathedral  library  at  Salisbury^ 

cxlviiL 
Morton,  Dr,  Bishop  of  Durham,  intimarc 

with  Walton,  Ixxiiu 
Mossop,  Mr  William,  1x5  n. 
Mouldwarpt,  the,  99. 
Mountague,   Mr,  fonnerly  idioolmaster  c^ 

Eton,  promised  to  affud  ioformatkin  to 

Walton  respecting  John  Hales,  Ixxx,  cxiv, 

cxlvi. 
Mountjoy,  Lord,  lord-lieotenant  in  IrelaiM]* 

xxii. 
Moxon,  Mr,  a  sonnet  by  him,  cxxvi. 
MuJet,  a  favourite  dish  of  the  Romans,  3> 

47 ;  those  taken  at  Arundel  superior  to 

others,  73,  X40. 
Musket,  the,  a  spedes  of  hawk,  aS. 

Nakbs,  Archdeacon,  first  discovered  the  fid- 
lacy  of  the  hypothesis  that  the  poem  of 
Thealma  and  Clearchus  was  wntten  by- 
Walton,  xdii,  xcviiL 

Nelson,  the  Rev.  Henry,  rectOTof  Hangham, 
CO.  Lincoln,  cv. 

t  Mrs,  a  ring  bequeathed  to»  by  Walton, 
cii,cv. 

NevUle,  Mr  Henry,  xlii  «. 

Newark,  the  town  kA^  399. 

Newbury,  the  town  ofi  xis  is. 

Newcastle,  the  Duchess  of,  her  i^ysalhided 
to  by  Cotton,  cbcxxiii 

Newport,  Frands  Lord,  a  bequest  made  to, 
by  Dr  Donne  the  younger,  cxiii. 

Nid,  the  river,  made  subject  to  the  fence 
months,  by  sUt.  X3  Edw.  I.,  62  tu 

Nightingale,  the,  cxiv,  ad. 

Nile,  the  river,  X97. 

Noel,  Sir  John,  of  Kirby,  co.  Ldcester, 
cxxxv. 

NoelU  Mr  Walter,  lands  near  Stafford  bought 
of  him  by  Walton,  c,  dil 

Norington  farm,  hdd  by  Walton,  by  leaae 
from  the  Bishop  of  Winchester,  c 

Northampton,  George,  4  th  Earl  of,  cd,  vide 
ConuMon. 

"Northern  Memdr^"  written  by  Robert 
Frank;  -extract  from,  relative  to  the 
•*  Complete  Angler,"  Ix. 

Norton,  Alice,  wife  of  Thomas  cxxxv. 

Norwood,  Alexander,  gent.,  xxii,  cxxxv. 

Notiey  Abbey.  195  n, 

Nottingham,  the  town  of,  399. 

Nowel,  Dr  Alexander,  Dean  of  St  Pad's, 
biographical  account  of^  5X  ». ;  his  portrait, 
S«.33- 

Oak-ply,  thc^  directions  for  making,  x^ 

Offley,  Crew,  of  Wichner,  coun^  Stafford* 
X  ». 

^— ,  Sir  John,  of  Maddey,  county  Stafibrdt 
knight,  X  M. 

~^—^  John,  of  Maddey  Manor,  county  Staf- 
ford, Esq.  ;  the  first  edition  of  the 
*'  Complete  Angler"  dedicated  to^  xlvii,  x, 
9  ;  his  issue,  x  n. 

•— -,  John,  of  Crew,  E«i.|  x  n. 

— — ,  Lawrence,  x  «. 
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Ofiley,  Mary,  wife  of  Robert,  Visconnt  Kfl. 
morrey,  xn, 

>  Sir  Thomas,  lord  mayor  in  1557,  x  n, 

**  Oh  I    the  Gallant  Fisher's  Life,"  a  101 


.         song 
partly  composed  by  Walton,  Iviii,  174. 
"  Oh  I  the  sweet  Contentment,"  a  song  by 

John  ChaUchill,  86. 
Olkua  Magnus,  Archbishop  of  Upsal,   and 

Metropolitan  of  Sweden,  384. 
Oldbury-sur-Montem,  ca  Gloucester,  3761 
"  Old  Rose,"  the  song  so  called,  li,  6a 
Oldys,  William,  Nonroy  king-of-arms,  Ixxiil 
Oley,    BamabM,  his  preface  to   Herbert's 

**  Country  Parson,"  ucxvi. 
Orange-fly,  the^  for  June,  361. 
Orford,  account  of  a  sea  monster  taken  at, 

temp.  Hen.  II.,  45  n, 

Ormonde  the  Duke  of;  the  Memoirs  of  the 

Sieur  de  Pontas  dedicated  to  him  by  Charles 

Cotton,  cc 

0«prcy,  the,  63. 

Otter,  rery  destructive  to  fish,  sx  ;  pleasures 

of  hunting  it,  39  ;  gloves  made  of  the  sldn 

of  the,  recommended  by  Walton,  59  ;  said 

to  travel  as  much  as  ten  miles  in  a  night, 

sa  ;  a  youne  one  tamed  by  Mr  Nicholas 

Segrave  of  Leicestershire,  60 :  said  to  smell 

fish  at  a  distance  of  forty  furlongs,  xx8,  X37. 

Otter-hounds,  belonging  to    Mr  Sadler,  of 

Standon,  ca  Herts  mentioned  by  Walton, 

1.  3x  :  the  pack  of  Walter  Bindulph,  Eso., 

of  Barton-uoder-Needwood,  advertised  for 

sale  in  May  1760^  56. 

Ottersey,  the  river,  ca  Devon,  so  called  from 

the  number  of  otters  that  breed  in  it,  59. 
Oudert.  Nicholas,  a  confidential  servant  of 

Sir  Henry  Wotton,  xHL 
Oughtred.  Mr,  his    '*Key  to  the  Mathe- 
matics,''3^ 
Otise,  the  nver,  made  subject  to  the  fence 
months,  by  staL  X3  Edward  L,  6a  n,,  196  ; 
the  name   common  to  several   rivers  in 
England,  330  n. 
Overall.  Dr  John,  53  n. 
Overbury,  Sir  Thomas,  his  "  character  "  of  a 

milkmaid,  83  «. 
Ovid's  Metamorphoses,  x6a6,  a  copy  of,  for- 
merly belonging  to  Izaak  Walton,  now  in 
the  cathedrad  library  at  Salisbury,  cxlviiL 
Owen,  John,  anecdote  of,  34 1>.  ^ 
Owldham.    l»»ac.   an    industrious    angler, 
mentioned  b^  Frank,  in  his  "  Northern 
Memoirs,"  Ixi. 
Owl-fly,  the,  for  June,  261. 
Oziander,  Anne,  niece  to  the  wife  of  ^— , 
cxxxiv. 

Painb,  Dr,  expelled  from  the  Univeruty  of 

Oxford,  XXXV. 
Palmer,    Mr.   a   ring  bequeathed   to,    by 

Walton,  cii ;  not  klentified,  cvL 
Palmer-fly,  the,  96,  xoa. 
**  Paraphrase  on  the  Song  of  Solomon,"  4to, 

1641,  37  H. 
Parke,  James,  Es^.;  verses  by  him  in  praise 

of  Walton,  cxxvi. 
Paricyns,  Beaumont,  of  Sutton  Bonington, 

ca  Notts,  cd,  cdii 


Paxkyns,  Jane,  cd,  cciiL 

,  Sir  Thomas,  Bart.,  cdiL 

Parrot-fish,  the,  43. 

Partridge,  the,  47. 

"  Passionate  Pilgrim,"  and  other  sonnets,  by 
Mr  William  Shakespeare,  X599.  80  n, 

Paterooster-line,  the,  why  so  called,  X73. 

Paternoster  Row,  a  house  in,  called  **  The 
Cross  Kejs,"  rented  by  Walton,  Ixxi : 
burnt  dunng  the  Fire  of  London,  Ixxix : 
Walton's  interest  therein  bequeathed  to 
his  son-in-law,  Dr  Hawkins,  c 

Peacock-fly,  the,  for  Jtme,  a6T. 

Pemble  Mere,  the  char  caught  in,  x66  «. 

Perch,  description  of  the,  x^ ;  German  pro- 
verb respecting,  X56 ;  its  time  <^spawnmg, 
>$6,  x^7  ;  engraving  of  the,  157 ;  baits  and 
duvctions  for  angling  for,  157 ;  haunts  of, 
X57  H.;  a  singular  variety  of,  found  in  a 
laJce  called  Llyn  Raithlyn,  in  Merioneth- 
shire. 157  «• 

"Perfect  Diumall,"  first  edition  of  the 
"  Comdkte  Angler,"  advertised  in,  374. 

Perkins,  Dr  WilUam,  biographical  account 
of,  5x  n. 

Petty,  George,  clxviii  n, 

"  Phecr,"  definition  of  the  term,  47  n. 

"  Philida  flouts  me,"  a  song,  liv,  79 ;  copy  of. 


Nest,"  the,  a  collection  of  poems, 
published  in  X593,  110  n. 

Philips,  Mrs  Kaiherine ;  her  translation  of 
Comeille's  Tragedy  of  Horace,  clxxii. 

Phillippes,  Margaret,  cliv. 

Pickerel,  their  appearance  in  ponds  not 
known  to  have  been  stored  with  them, 
accotmted  for,  Ixi. 

Pickering  Tor  and  the  Iron  Chest  in  Dove- 
dale,  view  of,  335. 

Pierce,  Dr,  letter  from,  to  Walton,  xcJii. 

Pigeons,  used  to  convey  letters,  37. 

**  Figmalion's  Image,"  xix. 

Pike,  the  said  by  Gesner  to  be  generated  by 
the  pickerel  weed,  xa9 ;  instance  of  lon- 
gevity of,  X30  H.;  voradty  of,  130-133  ;  time 
of  breeding,  X33 ;  destroyed  by  frogs,  X3^ ; 
directions  Tor  fishing  for  with  a  live  mut, 
>35~x37 :  baiu  for,  and  trolling  for,  138  n.; 
redpe  for  cookbg,  139;  cooking  in  the 
X4th  and  xsth  centuries,  X40  n. :  not  intro- 
duced into  England  before  the  reign  of 
Henry  VIII.,  X40  n.;  early  mention  of, 
X40W. 

Pike,  the,  a  rock  so  called,  in  the  river  Dove, 
near  Beresford  Hall,  221 ;  description  of, 
350  «. 

Pilsbury,  William,  of  Stafford,  di. 

Piper-oulis,  the,  description  of,  x8a 

•*  Piscatoiy  Eclogues,"  X77,  vide  Fletcher. 

IHtts,  Mr  George,  a  bequest  made  to,  by  Dr 
Donne  the  younger,  cxiii.  Mr,  of  En- 
comb,  county  Dorset,  X34  n. 

Plain  hackle,  a,  for  February,  353. 

'  Planter's  Manual"  the,  by  Charles  Cotton, 

against  Melancholy," 


8vo,  X675,  clxxxiil 
*'  Playford's  Antidote 

85  «. 
Plinlimmon  Hill,  195. 
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Pl''By»  quoted  by  Wfthon,  431  44*  4S,  95, 149, 

160. 
Plot's    Natural ,  History   of    Staffor(Uhire» 

djoavin. 
Poetical  Rhapsody,  ike,  edited  by  Frands 

DaTison,  zi3«. 
Poison-fish,  the,  43. 
Poker,  WiUiani,  cjuadx. 
Pole-cat,  the,  9^ 
PoOeti,  the  guiwad,  in  IrelamL  166  h» 


Polshot,  beauest  to  the  poor  ol  the  pariah  of, 

by  Isaak  Walton  the  youneer,  cxviii. 
"  Polyhynmia.''  a  poem,  by  Wm.  Basse,  383. 


Polyolbion,''  the,  by  Michael  Drajrtoa, 
quotation  from,  134. 

Pope,  quotation  from,  in  reference  to  angling, 
287. 

Port,  the  family  of,  connected  with  that  of 
Cotton,  by  nurxiage,  cbdv. 

Portland,  Jerome,  Earl  of,  executor  to  the 
will  of  Dr  Donne  the  younger,  czliL 

*'  Poverty,"  an  Ode  to,  by  Cotton,  atcL 

Powell,  Charles,  rector  of  Cheddington, 
author  of  *'The  Religious  RebeL"  14  m. 
Edward,  verses  to  Walton,  on  the  pubhca- 
tioo  of  the  *'  Complete  Angler,"  xlviii.  13. 
Sir  Edward,  of  Pengethley,  co.  Hereford, 
cxxxiv.  Susannah,  his  sister  and  co-heir, 
wife  of  William  Cranmer,  cxxxiv. 

Powny,  Mrs,  of  Windsor,  Ixxx,  cxlv,  cxIvL 

Prescott,  George,  Esq.,  36  «.  Sir  George, 
Bart.,  36  n. 

Prestwich,  Edmund ;  his  translatioo  of  the 
Hippoiitus  of  Seneca,  clxvi  m. 

Pride,  small  species  <^  lamprey,  163. 

Prior,  Mathew,  and  Bishop  Burnet,  134  «. 

"  Private  School  of  Defence,"  the,  by  Hales, 
3i  5»  7« 

Pnvet  hawk,  the,  a  caterpillar,  383. 

Pucklechurdi,  county  Gloucester,  the  burial- 
place  of  the  family  of  Dennys,  376 

Puet,  the,  destructive  to  fiiUi,  63. 

Pulsion,  George,  cxxxix. 

Purchas,  Samuel,  the  author  of  "The  Pil- 

K'mage,"  xix. 
rple  Island,"  the,  a  poem,  by  Phineas 
Fletcher,  177  «. 
Puss  moth,  the,  383. 
Puttenham,  county  Herts,  195  «. 
Pye^  Mrs*  a  ring  bequeathed  to,  by  Walton, 
cii. 

QuAKLBS,  Francis  :  his  "  Shepherd's  Ec- 
logues : "  the  Address  to  tne  Reader, 
written  by  Wakon,  xxxvii;  quotation  from 
in  reference  to  angling,  387 ;  his  death, 
xxxvii  n, 

**  Quatrains  on  Morning,  Noon,  aod  Even- 
ing," by  Charies  Cotton,  cxcv. 

" Queen  Elinor,"  a  ballad,  81  h, 

Queenhithe,  283  n, 

Raikcs,  Job  Mathew,  Esq.,  36  u. 
Raleigh,  Sir  Walter,  song  composed  by,  78 ; 

verses  written  by,  whiUt  a  prisoner  m  the 

Tower,  20a.    * 
Ramish-hawk,  the,  39. 


Randolph,  Thomas,  one   of  Ben  Joesoci's 

adopcied  sons,  317. 
"  Rascal  game,"  defimdoQ  tii,  y>n. 
Ratdvfie,  Mary,  daughter  of  Sir  John,  of 

Onuall,  ca  Lancaster,  cciiL 
Ravens,  the  prophet  Elijah  fed  by,  9j. 
Rawson,  Ralph,  fellow  of  Brasen  Nose  Col- 

lege,  Oxford,  tutor  of  Charles  Coticm  the 

younger,  dxv ;  verses  addressed  by  hica 

to  Cotton,  clxv. 
Red-brown  flies  for  February,  253. 
Rede,  Mr,  a  ring  bequeathed  to^Dy  Wakoo, 

di,  cvi 
Reeves,  John,  a  waterman,  obtasi^  a  fivins 

by  giving  notice  to  anglers  of  the  arrival  of 

roach  in  the  Thames,  near  London  Bridge. 

Z83l«, 

"  Religious  Rebel,"  by  Edward  Powel,  14  n. 

"  Relifjuiae  Wottonianae,"  published  by  Wal- 
ton in  1651,  xlii ;  a  second  edition  in  1^4, 
xlviii ;  a  third  in  1673,  Ixxix. 

"Retirement,"  the,  **  Stanxes  Inregoliers  to 
Mr  Ixaak  Wakon,"  by  Qiarles  Cotton, 
3x9-331. 

Re3meil  and  Champeraoo,  case  of,  314. 

Reynolds  Bishop,  a  copy  of  his  **  Tieatne 
of  the  Passions,"  4to,  1640,  formerly  be- 
longinff  to  Izaak  Walton,  now  ia  the  oithe- 
dral  library  of  Salisbury,  cxlvii. 

Rhodes,  besieged  by  the  Turks,  37. 

Ribble,  the  river,  made  sutyect  to  the  fence 
months  by  sut.  13  Rich.  IL,  63  n, 

Richmond  Palace,  an  engraving  of  Tbeo. 
balds,  puUished  by  the  Society  of  Anti- 
quaries, under  the  misnomer  of,  375. 

Ricking,  abode  of  John  Hales,  csdv. 

Ringtail,  the,  a  species  of  hawk,  38. 

Roach,  the,  why  so  called,  xSa ;  the  season 
for  angling  for  in  the  Thames,  183  u.  ; 
the  Lmidoners  considord  the  best  roach- 
anglers,  183 ;  baits  for,  x84'-x86,  x88  :  direc- 
tiraas  for  angling  for,  X83  n,  ;  their  haunts 
x87«.  ;  method  of  cooking,  x8a, 

Roberts,  Mr  John,  of  the  Cross  Keys,  Little- 
port,  13X  «. 

— ,  Lewis,  the  publi^er  of  the  Mexchant^* 
Map  of  Commerce,  xxxii. 

Robin,  the,  cxiv,  a6. 

Robinson,  George,  Esq.,  editor  of  Marlowe's 
Dramatic  flnd  Poetical  Works,  78. 

Rochester,  Lord,  satirical  verses  by,  cm 
seeing  Charles  H.  angling,  s8s> 

Rock,  Mrs,  a  ring  bequeathed  to,  by  Wal- 
ton, cii :  not  identified,  cvi 

Rods,  WaJton's  directions  for  painting,  303  ; 
Cotton's  directions  for  choosing,  343. 

Roe,  or  Row,  Mrs,  the  godmother  of  Icaak 
Walton  the  younger,  xlii,  cxk 

,  Nat  and  R.,  mentioned  by  Walton, 

xlii,  xlvii,  Ix,  Ixvii,  3,  5,  7.     ^ 

—  ,  persons  of  the  name  of,  interred  in  St 
Dunstan's  Churchyard,  384. 

Rogers,  Mrs  Mary,  a  rinjp^  bequeathed  to,  by 
Wakon,  cii ;  not  identiiied,  cvi. 

Rondeletius,  quoted  by  Walton,  44,  X53. 
159,  160,  167  ;  account  of  him.  44  ». 

Rosicrucians,  account  of  the,  t86  n, 

Rossell,  Dorothy,  wife  of  Harrold,  cxxxv. 
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RowelU  George,  ddzen  and  upholder,  of 
London,  dv. 

Rowsley,  co.  Derby,  930. 

Royal  SodeCy,  the,  absurdity  of  tl^  regula- 
tions respecting  their  library,  285. 

Rud,  kind  of  bastard  roach  engendered  be-' 
tween  the  roach  and  the  bream,  xSa. 

Ruddy-fly,  the,  for  May,  xoa 

Ruffcoat,  uie,  a  species  of  cadis,  190. 

Ruffe,  the,  description  of,  and  directions  for 
angling  for,  i^z. 

Ruffordt  Francis,  of  Sapy,  ca  Worcester, 
Elsq.,  X43  «.:  Benjamin,  Z43  m.  ;  Francis, 
his  son  and  heir,  143-  n, ;  Tamerlane,  of 
London,  143  n. 

Running-line,  the,  why  so  called,  and  direc- 
tions for  making  it,  93  n. 

Rupert,  Prince,  communicated  to  Charles 
Kerbye  a  method  of  tempering  hooks,  x88. 

Russell.  Mary,  daughter  of  air  William, 
of  Strensharo,  in  Worcestershire,  Bart., 
clxxxiv,  edit 

Rusticatio  Religiod  in  Vacantiis,  Terses  by 
Sir  Henry  Wotton,  275. 

Sacarbt,  the,  a  spedes  of  hawk,  aS. 

Sadler,  Ralph,  of  Standon,  co.  Herts,  Esq., 
his  otter>hounds ;  Sir  Ralph,  knight  ban- 
neret, temp.  Hen.  VIIL  and  Eliz.,  «.;  Sir 
Thomas,  knight,  az. 

St  Dunstan's  in  the  West,  parish  books  and 
registers,  dii,  384 ;  Richard  Marriott's  shop 
in.  the  churchyard  of,  974. 

St  James's  Park,  ixz  n.\  ladies  angling  in 
the  canal  in,  alluded  to  by  Waller,  aoo  n, 

St  Peter  never  visited  Rom^  34  iv. 

^Mker.  the,  a  spedes  of  hawk,  aS. 

5%a]aniander,  the,  43. 

Salisbury  CathednU,  epitaph  of  Izaak  Wal- 
ton the  younger  io,  cxvii ',  bequest  to  the 
dean  and  chapter  oC  cxviii ;  list  of  books 
belonging  to  Isaak  Walton  the  elder  in 
the  librarv  ^f,  cxlvii. 

Salmon — salmon  rivers  made  subject  to  the 
fence  months  by  sut.  13  Edw.  L  cap.  47, 
and  23  Rich.  II.  cai>.  19,  6a  ».;  spawning- 
time  of,  Z32  ;  migration,  133,  Z34 ;  growth, 
135  ;  extract  from  Duncombe's  History  of 
Herefordshire  respecting  the  salmon  of 
the  Wye,  7361.;  engraving  of,  Z26:  baits, 
flies,  and  directions  for  fishing  for,  136, 
137;  varieties  of,  zagiK.:  the  roe  of,  re- 
commended by  Barker  as  an  excellent 
bait,  Z89  H.\  directions  for  preserving  it, 
z89i«. 

Salter,  Mr  Edmund,  the  son  of  Lady  Salter, 
cxlvi    Sir  William,  cxlvi. 

Sancroft,  Archbishop,  attributed  to  Walton 
the  authorship  ot  two  letters  of  political 
aflairs  in  Z678  and  2679^  xcvii,  xcvui. 

Sanderson,  Dr  Robert,  expelled  from  the 
University  of  Oxford,  xxxv ;  his  lectures 
**  De  Juramento,"  approved  of  by  Charles 
I.,  anid  translated  by  him  into  English 
during  his  imprisonment,  xxxvi ;  Walton's 
interview  with,  Ixiii ;  made  Bishop  of  Lin- 
coln after  the  Re^toratioxu  Ixv ;  his  Life 
by  Walton,  xc;  a  copy  of  his  Sermons, 


which  belonged  to  Walton,  now  in  the 
possession  ofMr  Pickering,  xciL 
Sandwich,  Lord  and  Lady,  139  n. 
Sandys,  Dr  Edwin^  Archbp.  m  York,  37  n. 
Sir  Edwyn,  xxii,  Ixxii.    Mr  George,  bio- 
graphical account  of,  37. 
Sargu,  account  of  a  fi&h  called  the,  46. 
Saturnalia  Convivia,  by  Aurelius  Macrobius, 
quoted  by  Walton,  ^3. 

Saunde,  Anne,  wife  of  Ed.  Cranmer,  cxxxv. 

Saunders,  Susan,  wife  of  Edward,  clxiii. 

Saville,  George,  Marquis  of  Halifax,  Cotton's 
translatton  of  "  Montaigne's  Essays  "  dedi- 
cated to,  clxxxvii.  Sir  Henry,  cxliii ; 
Walton  erroneously  supposed  to  have  in- 
tended to  write  the  Life  of,  Ixxii. 

Scala,  Janus  Dubravius,  Bishop  of  Olmutz  in 
Moravia,  account  of,  133  n. 

*'Scarronides,  or  the  First  Book  of  Virgil 
Travestie,"  published  by  Charles  Cotton  in 
z664«  dxxi ;  a  new  edition  in  1670, 
dxjcvi. 

Schoo  Brook,  in  Derbyshire,  337  n. 

*'Sdllaes  Metamorphosis^  enteriaced  with 
the  unfortunate  love  of  Glaucus,  &c.,"  by 
Thomas  Lodge,  X589,  4to^  zzo  n. 

**  Sdntillula  Altaris  or  a  Pious  Reflection  on 
Primitive  Devotion,  as  to  the  Feasts  and 
Fasts  of  the  Christian  Church,"  by  E. 
Sparke,  xlvi. 

Scott,  John,  Esq.,  56  n.  Sir  Walter,  his  de- 
fence of  Walton  against  the  criticism  of 
Robert  Frank,  author  of  the  •'  Northern 
Memoirs,"  bdi ;  allusions  to  Walton  in  his 
wcMlcik  cxxiv. 

Sea-ancler,  the  cuttle-fish  so  called,  46. 

Sea-gull,  the,  destructive  to  fish,  63. 

Scale,  Edward,  a  witness  to  the  will  of  Izaak 
Walton  the  younger,  cxix. 

Seals  of  helitropium  or  bloodstone  engraven 
with  a  representation  of  the  Saviour  ex- 
tended on  an  anchor  instead  of  a  cross 
}>resented  by  Mr  Donne  to  his  friends  be- 
ore  his  death,  xxiv. 

"Secrets  of  Angling,**  a  poem,  by  John 
Davors,  Esq.,  37'  «.,  54  «• ;  observations 
respecting  tne  authorship  of,  376 ;  quota- 
tion from,  138. 

Segrave,  Charles,  of  Scalford,  co.  Leicester, 
Esq.,  60.  Nicholas,  mentioned  by  Walton 
as  having  tamed  an  otter,  60,  Z30. 

Selams,  the  river  of,  said  to  possess  the 
power  of  converting  wood  into  stone,  41. 

Selby,  John,  of  Kingsbury,  co.  Middlesex, 
cc ;  his  issue,  caii.  Robert,  Esq.,  of 
Kingsbury,  in  Middlesex,  one  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  Charles  Cotton,  cc,  cdii. 

Selden,  lohn,  intimate  vrith  Charies  Cotton 
the  elder,  clxiv. 

*•  Select  Ayres  and  Dialogues  for  one,  two, 
and  three  Voyces :  to  the  Theorbo-Lute 
and  Basse  Viol,"  by  John  Wilson  and  C 
Coleman,  doctors  in  music,  Z78  «. 

Select  Musical  Ayres  and  Dialogues  for  Z633, 
zzz  M. 

Sellar,  Chas.,  mentioned  in  the  will  of  Mrs 
Floud,  XXX    John,  xxii,  vide  Cranmer. 

Seneca's  *'  Natural  Questions"  quoted,  71. 
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Servmt  L»  Pope,  the  Vcnetsbte  Bede  invited 
to  Rome  by,  159  «. 

Serpentiiie  river,  a  perdi  weighing  nine 
pounds  taken  in  the,  157  «. 

Severn,  salmoo  of  the,  when  in  eeason,  5,  7 : 
the  conger  in  the,  165 ;  sonroe  of  the,  195 ; 
mentiooed  by  Drayton,  196  «. 

Seymour,  Richard,  £«q.,  cixxxi  «. 

Shakespeare,  Mr  William,  author  of  the 
"  Passionate  Pilgrim,'*  aiMl  other  sonnets 
in*  i599»  80  n,\  verMson  his  death,  \rf 
William  Basse,  a8a ;  quoUtions  from  his 
plays,  in  reference  to  anglings  a86. 

Shark,  the,  43. 

Shawford  Brook,  alluded  to  by  Walton,  in 
"  The  Angler's  Wish,"  xU  :  that  part  of  the 
river  Sow  that  runs  through  the  land  be- 
queathed by  Walton  to  the  cofpontion  of 
Stafford,  tzz  n, 

Sheldon,  Dr  Gilbert.  Warden  of  All  Souls 
College,  afterwards  Archbishop  of  Canter- 
bury, the  friend  of  Walton,  bcxi,  Izxix ; 
Cotton's  translation  of  Gerald's  **  History 
of  the  Life  of  the  Duke  of  Ensemon  "  dedi- 
cated to,  clxxviii :  mentioned  by  Walton  as 
a  famous  angler  for  harbeL  170. 

Shelley,  Marv.  daughter  of  Johut  of  Midiel- 
grove,  CO.  Sussex,  dxiii  iu 

Shell-fly,  the,  95,  rot,  96a. 

Shelsey  cockles,  superior  to  others  TS* 

"  Shepherd's  Eck>gues,"  xxxvii  videQuaries. 

Shepperton,  chiefly  resorted  to  by  Londoners, 
for  the  spoit  of  angling,  183. 

Shiriev,  James,  hit  poems,  14  n, 

ShovelbcMml.  account  of  the  game  oC  173* 

Shrewsburv,  the  town  of,  195. 

Shrigley,  Isabel,  daughter  of  Lawrence,  of 
Sinfin,  ca  Derby,  cxxxiL 

Shute's  Divine  Cordials,  in  Ten  Sermons,  a 
copy  oi^  formerly  belonging  to  Isaak  Wal- 
ton, now  in  the  cathedral  filnrary  at  Salis- 
bury, cxlvii 

Sibbs,  Dr,  his  '*  Soules  Conflict,"  bequeathed 
by  Walton  to  his  son  Izaak,  d ;  his  **  Saints 
Cordial,''  and  "Retumins  Backsliderj" 
formerly  belonging  to  Isaak  Walton,  now  m 
the  cathedral  Horary  of  Salisbury,  cxlviiL 

*'  Sicelides,  a  Piscatory,"  by  Phmeas  Flet- 
cher, ZZQIV. 

Skelton,  the  poet,  extract  from  his  **  Crown 
of  LaureU,**  149  n, 

Slane, ,  Anne  Cranmer,  wife  of,  czxxv. 

SnudI  bright-brown  ily,  for  April,  355. 

"  Small  Poems  of  Divers  Sorts,"  by  Sir 
Cokaine,  xlv  i». 

Smith,  Martha,  of  Stafford,  di. 

Sniggling  for  eels,  directions  for,  x6a. 

Solan  goose,  the,  43. 

*•  Songs  and  Poems  of  Love,"  by  Thomas 
Weaver,  13  is. 

"Songs  and  other  Poems,"  by  Alexander 
Brome,  Z664,  Z5  h, 
*  South,  Nathanief,  President  of  India, 

Sow,  the  river,  near  Stafford,  xlL 

"  Spanish  Gipsee,"  the  play  of,  374. 

Sparke,  Edward,  verses  by  Walton,  prefixed 
to  his  '*  Sctntillula  Altari%"  xlvi. 

Sparrowhawk,  the,  aS. 


Spencer,  Dr  J.,  President  of  Corpus  Chri^ 
College,  married  a  daughter  of  Thomas 
Cranmer,  ct  Canterbury,  xxu ;  mentiaaed 
in  will  of  Mrs  Flood,  mother-in-Iav  to 
Walton,  XXX  ;  popil  and  friend  of  Hooker, 


Spiders,  thirtyHhree  kinds  of.  discovered  and 
published  by  the  Royal  Society,  t^l 

Spoondon,  rectory  of,  co.  Derby,  cnrxi,  cc- 

Stafford,  tl^  birthplace  of  Wauon,  xvii ;  bo 
allusion  in  his  works  to  his  residence  at, 
xli ;  a  farm  near,  bequeathed  to  has  eon 
Iiaak,  c ;  bequest  to  the  town  c£,  c ;  hi> 
charities  to  the  town  of,  cxItx-diL  Henry, 
son  of  Mr  William,  bequest  to,  by  1^ 
Donne  the  younger,  odii. 

Standon,  co.  Herts,  the  seat  of  Ralph  Sadler, 
Esq.,  at  IV. 

Sunhope,  the  family  of,  connected  with  ^bat 
of  Cotton  by  marriage,  dxiv.  Anne, 
daughter  of  Six  John ;  Charlotte,  wife  of 
Rev.  Henry  Archer,  cc,  cctL  ElitahrtK 
cc.  Dr  George,  Dean  of  CanteiiMvy  :  &« 
his  son,  cc-cd.  Henry  Lord,  eldest 
son  of  Philip,  zst  Earl  of  Chesteritekl,  xliii. 
iCTJT.  Sir  Henry,  K.B.;  Sir  John,  of 
Shelton,  ca  Notts,  and  of  EUvaston.  ca 
Derby ;  John,  ancestor  of  the  Earu  of 
Hamncton,  cc,  cdi.  Katheriae,  datifrtocr 
of  Sir  John,  ccn.  Maty,  wife  of  William 
Burnet,  Governor  of  New  York,  cc,  ecu. 
Olive,  daughter  of  Sir  Tohn,  of  Elvaston, 
in  Derbyudre,  wife  of  Charles  Cotton, 
dxiii,  dxiv,  ccii.  Olivia,  wife  of  Dr 
George,  cd.  Sir  Philip^  xst  Earl  of  Ches- 
terfield :  Philip,  ad  Eariof  Chesteriiekl,ccn. 

Stangel,  the,  a  spedes  of  hawk,  a8. 

Staples,  Mary,  wife  of  John  Donne.  Ixx. 

Starkin,  Mr,  of  Staflfbrd,  his  charity,  cL 

Steletto,  spedes  of  hawk,  aS. 

Stickleback,  baithig  with.  103. 

Still,  Bishop,  author  <^  ''Gunmer  Gortcm's 
Needle,"  1575,  aSz. 

Stone-fly,  die,  tor  April,  95,  zoo,  357,  359. 

Stour,  in  Dorsetshire,  famotis  for  eels,  Z64  n. 
The  name  of,  common  to  several  rivers  in 
England,  330  n. 

Stournead,  a  carp  caught  at,  eightaen  pounds 
in  wdght,  143 1*. 

Strafford,  the  Earl  ci,  Charles  L's  assent  to 
his  death,  xxxvi. 

Strawberries,  Dr  BoteWs  observations  re- 
■peering,  quoted  by  Walton,  Z09. 

Straw-worm,  a  spedes  of  cadis,  Z9a. 

Stubs,  Mr  John,  near  to  the  Swan  in  Golden 
Lane,  mentioned  by  Walton  as  a  seller  of 
fishing-tackle,  x88 . 

Sturgeon,  the,  ushered  in  with  music  by  the 
Romans,  33. 

Sudbury,  the  seat  of  Lord  Vernon,  dxxxvL 

Sussex,  boasts  of  four  sorts  of  fish,  T40. 

Suttcm,  George,  of  Stafford,  ai^arenriced  by 
Isaak  Walton,  cxiix. 

Sutttm,  ca  Warwick,  a  bream  pie  made  at, 
and  sent  to  the  Eari  of  Warwick  at  Middle- 
ham,  ai8  n. 

Swale)  the  river,  made  subject  to  the  fence 
months  by  stat.  zj  Edw.  I.,  6a  iv. 
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Swallow,  canryias  letters  between  armies, 
39 :  called  a  nalf-^ear  bird,  ^x, 

Swan,  the,  destructive  to  fish,  63. 

Swinfen,  Mr*  a  member  of  the  Committee 
appointed  by  the  House  of  Commons  in 
1647,  to  hear  arguments  adduced  on  behalf 
of  the  University  of  Oxford,  to  show  why 
the^  should  not  take  the  Covenant,  zxxv ; 
conjectured  to  have  been  the  "powerful 
man  in  the  Parliament"  who  desired  Wal* 
ton  to  advise  bis  friend  Dr  Morley  to  leave 
Oxford  on  the  arrival  of  the  "N^tors.  xxxvL 

"  Sword  and  Buckler,"  a  poem  by  William 
Basse.  a8a. 

Sword-fish,  thc^  43. 

Symonds,  John,  xxxix  i».|  xlvii,  cciv. 

Symson's  Historie  of  the  Church,  formeriy 
belonging  to  Izaak  Walton,  now  in  the 
cathedraFlibraiy  of  Salisburyi  cxlviL 
"  Synagogue,"  the,  a  reli^ous  poem  by  the 
Rev.  Christopher  Harvie,  Ixvu. 

Tagi.is»  Thomas,  cUi. 

"  Tate  of  Two  Swannes."  by  W.  Vallans, 
275. 

Tanner,  John,  Joseph,  and  Judith,  ccv. 

Tarcel,  tbef  a  species  of  hawk,  38. 

TASsel-gentle,  a  species  of  hawk,  38. 

Tate,  Rev.  James,  his  translation  of  a  Latin 
odOf  addressed  by  Dr  James  Duport  to 
Walton,  on  the  publication  of  the  **Com- 
plete  Angler,"  IxxxviiL  N.,  editor  of 
**  The  Innocent  Epicure,"  374. 

Tawny  fly.  the,  95. 

Tayler.  jfosepht  a  witness  to  Ixaak  Walton's 
will,  cii ;  not  identified,  cvi  Mr,  a  ring 
bequeathed  to,  by  Walton,  ksL 

Tees,  the  river,  made  subject  to  the  fence 
months  by  stat  13  Edw.  I.,  63  ». 

"  Temple,''^a  poem,  by  G.  Herbert,  IxxxL 

Tench,  description  oft  js^  ;  old  recipe  for 
cooking,  Z53  n.\  the  Pnyncian  of  fishes, 
154  ;  engraving  of,  155 ;  baits  for,  155 ; 
its  haunts,  155  n, ;  a  large  one  caught  at 
Thomville  Royal,  155  n, 

Thame,  the  town  of,  195  n> 

Thames,  the  salmon  oC  when  in  season,  91 
13 ;  made  subject  to  the  fence  months  by 
Stat.  13  Rich.  11.,  69  n,',  the  Lord  Ma^or 
appointed  conservator  of,  by  stat  17  Rich. 
II.,  63  «. ;  complaint  made  by  the  Commons 
in  2384,  of  the  taking  of  fish  in,  with  un- 
lawful nets,  63  n.\  directions  for  chub-fish- 
ing in,  TOff.;  weirs  forbidden  to  be  made 
in,  by  Magna  Charta,  183  «.;  weirs  in,  be- 
tween London  and  Staines,  destroyed  by 
the  Lord  Mayor  in  1757,  183  n.\  sources 
of,  Z95  ».:  mentioned  by  Drayton,  Z96  n. 

Thatched  House  at  Hoddesdon,  1,  ao,  36 ; 
engraving  of,  56. 

Thatirosthones,  ^ve  notice  to  his  father  in 
iCgina,  by  a  pueon  stained  with  purple,  d* 
his  victory  at  the  Olympian  games,  37. 

"Thealma  and  Oearchus,"  a  Pastoral,  by 
John  Chalkhill,  Esc}.,  published  by  Walton 
about  1678,  xciiL 

••  ITieatre  of  Compliments ;  or,  New  Aca- 


Theobald's  Palace,  engraving  of  the  interior 
off  35  ;  historical  accotmt  of,  35  «. ;  one  of 
King  James'  favourite  places  of  retire- 
ment, 3;«.;  general  view  of,  t8o;  verses 
descriptive  of,  375  ;  pbte  of,  under  the 
misnomer  of  Richmond  Palace,  375. 

Thompson,  Mr  Richard,  his  observations 
upon  the  phrase,  "  To  buy  a  good  wind  of 
one  fd  the  honest  witches,    383.  . 

Thomson,  quotation  from  his  "Seasons," 
descriptive  of  the  art  of  angling,  388. 

Thmstros,  Mr,  baptized  Izaak  Walton  the 
younger,  xli. 

Thorn  tree-fly,  the,  for  March.  354. 

Thomville  Royal,  in  Yorkshire,  an  extra- 
ordinary tench  taken  at,  155  n. 

Thradmane  Lake,  in  Italy,  the  largest  pike 
said  to  be  found  in,  133. 

Thrassel,  the,  cxiv,  36. 

Throckmorton,  Mary,  daughter  of  Sr  Ar- 
thur, xliiL 

Thynne,  Lady  Isabella,  quotation  from  Wal- 
ler, on  her  playing  the  lute,  179  tu 

Titku^  the,  cxiv,  36. 

Tlvy,  the  river,  in  Pembrokeshure,  extract 
from  Drayton's  Polyolbion  respecting  the 
sahnon-leap  in,  134. 

Tixall,  a  presentation  copy  of  Walton's  Life 
of  Hoolcer,  in  the  library  at,  Ixxviii. 

Tobacco,  King  James'  Counterblast,  340  is. 

ToghiU,  in  Gloucestershire,  3^ 

Tombs,  Mr  Thonias,  goldsmith  of  London, 
inscription  on  his  gravestone,  in  Hampton 
Churchyard,  183  n* 

Tomlins,  Thomas,  of  London,  merchant, 
cxxxiv.  Sarah,  wife  of  Sir  Thomas  Jen- 
kinson,  cxxxiv. 

**Tom  of  Bedlam,"  a  song,  by  William  Basse, 
85  ;  copy  thereof,  383. 

Topsel,  Edward,  author  of  a  "History  of 
four-footed  Beasts  and  Serpents,"  74  «. 

Tottenham  Cross,  19,  191 »..  Z94,  303,  307. 

Tradescant,  John,  grandfather,  father,  and 
son,  collection  of  Natural  History,  43; 
monument  in  Lambeth  Churchyard,  43  n. ; 
residence  in  Lambeth,  43  n.\  now  occupied 
by  William  Heseltine,  Esq.,  375. 

"Travels  to  the  Holy  Land,  Egypt,  and 
elsewhere,"  by  George  Sandys,  37  n. 

••  Treatise  on  the  Nature  of  God,"  the  model 
adopted  by  Walton  for  the  ''Complete 
Angler,"  xlvi ;  extract  from,  19. 

*'Treatyse  of  Fysshynge  wyth  an  Angle," 
by  Jtuiana  Berners,  38^ 

Trent,  salmon  of  the,  when  in  season,  5,  7 ; 
made  subject  to  the  fence  months  by  stat 
Z3  Edw.  I.,  63  M.\  and  13  Rich.  II.,  63  n  ; 
the  grayling  found  in,  zas ;  '*  PracdcafOb- 
servations  on  Angling "  in,  165  m.  ;  source 
and  course  of,  195,  339;  mentioned  by 
Drayton,  xq6  m. 

Trentham,  Katherine,  daughter  of  Thomas, 
of  Rowcester,  co.  Stafibrd,  cdiL    Ca  Staf- 
ford, 33Q. 
**  Triall  of  Treasure,"  the,  a  new  and  merry 
Enterlude,  1567,  87. 

Tring,  CO.  Hertf<ml,  three  sources  of  the 
river  Thame,  in  the  parish  of,  195  «t. 
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*'  Triompht  of  FluUmofe  and  Anoret,'  an 
«l«ffy«  ioftcribed  fay  Colonel  Lovelace  to 
Charles  Cotton,  cUviii. 

TroUope.  Sir  Thomas,  Bart,  cx«rr. 

Trolly  Lollyi  a  not<»ioiu  female  offender, 
prostitute,  and  housebreaker,  87  n. 

Trout,  the,  when  in  season,  7a,  7$  :  caught 
in  the  Lake  of  Geneva  ttiree  cubits  in 
length  :  varieties  o(,  79 ;  Fordidge  trout 
will  not  tAke  a  bait,  7a ;  buIl>trout,  74 ; 
time  of  spawning,  75  '»  varieties  ot^  76  ;  en- 
graving of,  84  ;  baits  for,  90^  91, 94  ;  direc- 
tions for  angling  for,  91,  99*  117,  ix^ ; 
natural  flies  for,  Walton's  list  of^  95 ;  hst 
of  artificial  flies,  and  directions  for  milking, 
quoted  from  Barker,  100,  xo6  ;  painting  of 
a  trout  near  an  ell  long,  at  the  George  Inn, 
Ware,  X15;  very  large  <mes,  notioed,  xtsn.; 
instance  of  longevity  of,  115  h,;  its  haunts, 
X90 1*. ;  dies  sooner  out  of  water  than  other 
fresh-water  fish,  141  ;  the  roe  of*  recom- 
mended by  Barker  as  an  excellent  bait,  189 ; 
directions  for  preserving,  189  «.;  Cotton's 
directions  for  fishing  for,  341  et  ae^. 

Trout  Hall,  mentioned  by  Walton^  li. 

•*Troy  Towni"  a  song,  printed  in  Percy's 
••  Reliques  of  Ancient  English  Poetry," 
70«.:  copy,  979. 

Tunon,  Margaret,  wife  of  Sir  John,  xtiiL 

Tully,  the  best  of  oratorst  34* 

Turkey-fly,  the,  for  May,  357. 

Turtle-dove,  the,  37,  47. 

Tweed,  the,  mentioned  by  Drayton.  196  n. 

Twety,  master  of  the  game  to  £dw.  IL,  xx6i». 

Tyne,  the  river,  196. 

Ullswatkr,  the  guiniad  taken  in,  x66  «. 
Underhiil,  S.,  son  of  Mr  Francis,  cliv. 
Usher,  Dr,  Archbp.  of  Armagh,  ttxvii,  Ixziii. 
Usk,  Uie  salmon  of,  when  in  season,  5^  7. 
Uxbridge,  a  gudgeon  taken  at,  weighing 
half  a  pound,  X7X. 

Vai4>bsso,  John,  a  Spanish  author,  40  «. 
Vallans,  W.,  author  of  "  A  Talc  of  Two 

Swannes,"  375. 
Varro  Marcus  Terentius,  quoted  by  Walton, 

Vaughan,  the  fish  in  the  first  edition  of  the 
* '  Complete  Angler  "  engraved  by,  3.  Lord 
Chief-fusiice,  intimate  with  Cluus.  Cotton 
the  elder,  clxiv. 

Venables,  Colonel,  commemorated  in  **  The 
Innocent  Epicure,"  in  i6j)7, 174. 

Vernon,  Aniu,  daughter  of  Geoi^.  of  Sud- 
bury, civ  M.  Doroth  v^  daughter  or  George, 
of  Sudbury,  cv  n.  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
Sir  George,  pf  Famham,  cv.  Sir  George,  of 
Farnham,  a  ring  bequeathed  to,  by  izaak 
Walton,  di.  George,  son  of  George,  of 
Sudbury,  cv.  Hennr,  son  of  George,  of 
Sudbury,  ancestor  of  the  present  Lord,  cv 
ti.  Henry,  of  Congerton,  in  Cheshire, 
letter  to  Sir  Edward  Vernon,  of  Sudbury, 
clxxxvi.  Rose,  sister  of  Sir  Thomas,  of 
Coleman  Street,  xxxix  ».,  cv. 

Villiers,  Colonel  George,  cxdx. 

Vine-fly,  the  95. 


Viofet-fly,  tbe,  for  April,  as. 

\^rgil,  ms  tomb,  erroneooay  aatd  hy  WaliOB 

to  faie  at  Florence,  9^ 
**  Voyage  to  Irdand  in  Burlesque** 

by  Charles  Cotton,  cbamr. 
VoedviU,   Mrs,  a  ring  bequeathed    to.   by 

Walton,  cii ;  not  identifi«l,  cvL 

Wagtail,  the,  caDed  a  half-year  bird,  n. 

Walker's  "History  of  the  Sufferings  of  tbe 
Clergy, "  Izaak  Walton  the  youi^^'er  sasi 
to  have  been  a  contributor  to,  cam. 

Waller,  Edmund,  the  poet,  castigated  by 
Charles  Cotton  for  writing  a  panejgirilc  oa 
"The  Protector,"  clxix ;  extract  mifB  a 
by,  in  praise  of  mn«c,  179 :  extract 


rom  a  poem  oy,  on  St  James*  Park,  aoo  «. 
Wallops  Mrs  Dorothy,  a  copy  of  the  **  '^ 


Com- 

WaJzoo, 


xan. 


(dete  Angler"  presented' to,  br 
xcvi ;  a  ring  bequeathed  to,  by  W: 
Heiuy,  of  Farley,  in  Hampshire,  E 
John,  Viscount  Lymington,  and 
Portsmouth,  xcvi. 

Waltham,  the  town  of,  196  m. 

Walton,  pedigree  of  the  family  tit, 
cxxxiii :  wiHs  of  persons  of  the  naxx»e  o^^ 
from  the  bishop's  re|:istry  at  Lich^Kld,' 
cxxxvii ;  list  of  portraits  in  the  poasesskm 
of  the  Rev.  Dr  Hawes,  ch ;  Inrthst  mar- 
riages, and  deaths,  from  the  rasters  of  Sc 
Diuistan's  in  the  West,  dii;  from  the 
r^;isters  o€  St  Mary,  StaiSbrd,  cliv  ;  obser- 
vations upon  the  early  part  of  tbe  pedigree 
of,  cliv.  Anne,  daughter  of  liKik.  ^ler 
birth,  xli ;  married  Dr  William  Hawkina, 
prebendary    of  Winchester,   ixxxlv ;  be- 

auesu  to  by  her  father's  will,  c ;  also  by 
■it  will  of  her  brother,  Isaac  Walton^ 
cxviii ;  appointed  sole  «cecutrix  of  his  will. 
cxviii ;  her  death,  monumental  inscription, 

fnd  issue,  cxx.  Henry,  of  Wbitecbapel, 
caak  Walton  the  ekler  supposed  to  have 
been  apprenticed  to,  dv. 
Walton,  Uaak,  the  Elder  :  biith  and 
parentage,  xvii ;  diildhood,  xvii ;  appren- 
ticed to  a  sempster  or  haberdasher  in  Lon- 
don, xviii;  <^>servations  on  an  article  in 
"The  Freebooter,*  i8th  October  x8»3, 
xviii  M.  ;  **  The  Love  of  Amos  and  Laura« 
written  by  &  P.,**  xix ;  corrected,  or  partly 
written  l:^  him,  previotis  to  the  first  pub- 
lication, when  twenty  years  of  age,  xix ; 
identity  of  S.  P.  with  Samuel  Purcha«, 
author  of  **The  Pi^rimage,"  unascer- 
tained, xix ;  resided  m  Fleet  Street  in 
x<534,  XX ;  intinucy  with  Dr  Donne,  through 
whom  he  became  acquainted  with  Sir 
Henry  Wotton,  Dr  Henry  King,  J<^m 
Hales  of  Eton,  and  other  eminent  persons, 
XX ;  known  to  Ben  Jonson,  and  terms 
Drayton  his  honest  old  friend,  and  lived 
on  terms  of  intimacy  with  the  most  di»- 
tingui^ed  literary  men  of  his  age,  xx ; 
their  acquaintance  proof  of  the  esteem  in 
which  he  was  held,  xx ;  errors  of  his  bio- 
graphers respecting  his  wives :  stated  by 
Sir  John  Hawkins  and  Dr  Zouch  to  have 
been  only  once  maxtied,  the  name  of  hts 
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first   ^Nrife  contained  in   every  edition  of 
the   '*  Complete  Angler,"  except  the  first, 
xxi  ;  his  acqu.iintance  with  Dr  Kins  the 
cause  of  his  introduction  to  the  famuy  of 
Floud  of  Canterbury,  xxi :  married  Rachel* 
dauj^hter  of  Robert  Floud,  xn  ;  liis  wife's 
mother  removed  to  London,  and  resided 
-with  them  until  her  death,  xxii :  Walton's 
account  of  his  connection  with  the  Cranmer 
family   from  his   Life   of  Hooker,  xxii ; 
the  two  sisters  of  William  Cranmer,  sup- 
posed to  have  been  his  mother-in-law,  Mrs 
r  loud,  and  the  widow  of  Dr  Sptencer,  xxii ; 
his  suxount  of  the  death  of  his  friend  Dr 
Donne,  whom  he  attended  in  his  last  hoars, 
xxiii  ;  presented  by  the  Dr  with  a  ring  of 
heliotropium,  or  bloodstonCf  engraven  with 
a  representation  of  the  Saviour  extended 
on  an  anchor,  instead  of  the  cross,  which 
he    always    used,   xxiv;   Elegy    on   Dr 
Donne's  deathi  xxiv ;  remark  on  his  use  of 
the  word  ** convert"  in  the  Elegy,  xxvi ; 
lines  written  by  him  and  placed  under  a 
portrait  of  Dr  Donnei  xxvt ;  requested  by 
Sir  Henry  Wotton  to  collect  materials  for 
«n  intended  Life  of  Donnci  xxvi ;  letter  on 
the  subject  from  Sir  Henry  Wotton,  xxvii ; 
Sir  Henry  dying,  Walton  himself  under- 
takes to  write  the  Life^  xxvii ;  his  motives 
for  so  doing,  xxvtii ;  his  first  essajr  as  a 
biographer  highl]^  applauded  by  ms  con- 
temporaries, xxviii ;  received  the  appro- 
luLtion   of  Charles  I.,  and  of  "the  ever- 
memorable  "John  Hales,  xxviii;  Donne's 
son  sends  him  a  copy  of  the  volume  of 
Sermons    and  a  letter   of   thanks,    for 
having  written  his  father's   life,   xxix; 
his     residence    from    1628    until     1644, 
as    stated    in    the    parish  books    of  St 
Dunstan's,    xxix;  filled     various    parish 
offices  between  1633  and  1640,  xxix ;  birth 
and  death  of  his  two  sons,  respectively 
named  Henry,  and  death  of  his  mother-in- 
law,  Mrs  Fkmd,  xxx ;  beauests  to  him  and 
his  wife  by  her.  xxx  ;  death  of  his  wife 
Rachel,  and  of  nis  only  child  Anne,  xxx ; 
th«  original  of  his  picture  of  the  married 
state  i»«sented  to  him  by  his  own  home, 
acxzi ;  only  one  allusion  to  his  first  wife  in 
his  works,  uxS ;  in  "  The  Angler's  Wish" 
he  K>eaks  of  the  happiness  it  afibrds  him 
to  ''^hear  mv  Cklora  sing  a  song,"  but  in 
the  fifth  edition,  in  1676.  **Kenna'*  is  sub- 
stituted for  *'  Cklarai'  xxxii ;  verses  to  his 
friend  Lewis  Roberts,  the  author  of  **The 
Merchants'  Biap   of   Commerce,"  xxxii; 
supposed  to  have  published  George  Cran- 
mers  Letter  to  Hooker  concerning  the 
new  church  discipline,  xxxii ;  verses  pre- 
fixed to  a  collection  of  the  Poems  of  Wm. 
Cartwright,  xxxiii ;  continued  to  reside  in 
Chancery  Lane  until  At^^ust  1644,  xxxiii ; 
his  place  of  residence  between  1644  and 
X65X  doubtfiiU  xxxiii ;  supposed  to  have 
retired  from  mercantile  pursuits,  xxxiii; 
political  and  religious  opinions,  account  of 
the  Sa>tch  Covenanters,  and  tne  proceed- 
ings of  the  Long  Pariiammt,  sadv;  re- 


markable fact  respecting  the  execution  of 
Archbishop  Laud,  xxxv ;  in  London  in 
Jan.  2645,  and  in  Dec.  1647,  xxxv ;  his 
account  of  the  expulsion  of  Dr  George 
Morley,  canon  of  Christ  Church,  from 
Oxford,  xxxv ;  anecdotes  of  Charles  I., 
xxxvi  ;  the  address  to  the  reader  prefixed 
to  F.  Quarles'  "Shepherd's  Eclogues," 
attributed  to  Walton,  xxxvii;  married 
Anne,  daughter  of  Thomas  Ken,  attorney 
in  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  xxxviii ; 
his  wife's  age  and  character,  xxxix ;  refu- 
tation of  Anthony  Wood's  sutement  re- 
specting Walton's  removal  from  London, 
xl ;  said  to  have  retired  during  the  civil 
wars  to  a  cottage  of  his  own.  near  Staf- 
ford, xl ;  the  accuracy  of  this  statement 
conttdered  to  be  doubtful,  xl ;  no  allusion 
in  his  works  to  his  having  lived  at  or  near 
Stafford,  excepting  the  mention  of  "  Shaw- 
ford  Brook"  in  "The  Angler's  Wish,"  xli ; 
Mrs  Walton  delivered  of  a  daughter,  Anne, 
on  the  xzth  March  1648,  xli;  the  event  re- 
corded by  Walton  in  a  copy  of  his  prayer- 
book,  now  in  the  possession  of  Dr  Hawes, 
xli ;  description  of  that  book,  xli ;  took  a 
house  in  Cierkenwell  before  the  year  1650, 
where  Mrs  Walton  gave  birth  to  a  son, 
Izaak,  who  was  buried  there  on  the  xoth 
June,  xli ;  his  last  son  Izaak,  bom  7th 
September  x6^z,  xU;  published  a  collec- 
tion of  the  writings  of  Sir  Henry  Wotton, 
under  the  title  Of  "  Reliquiae  Wottoniana:," 
with  a  memoir  of  the  author,  xlii ;  his 
motives  for  becoming  Wotton's  biographer, 
xlii ;  observations  on  that  work,  xliii ; 
Walton  the  "  frietid"  alluded  to  by  Wotton 
in  his  "Description  of  the  Spring,  on  a 
bank  as  I  sat  a-nshiiig,"  xliv  ;  letter  b^  Sir 
Henry  Wotton,  enclosing  a  hymn,  written 
during  a  severe  illness,  xliv ;  intrusted  by 
Robert  Milward,  Esq.,  a  prisoner  in  the 
^rrison  at  Stafford,  to  convey  to  Colonel 
Blague,  then  a  prisoner  in  the  Tower,  the 
King's  lesser  George,  preserved  by  the 
latter  after  the  battle  of  Worcester,  xlv ; 
resided  in  Qericenwell  from  1650  to  x66r, 
xlv ;  commendatory  verses,  prefixed  to  his 
"worthy  friend"  Edward  Sparke's  "  Scin- 
tillula  Altaris,"  xlvi ;  published  the  first 
edition  of  the  "  Complete  Angler  "  in  x6s3, 
being  then  sixty  years  of  age,  xlvi ; 
adopted  as  the  model  for  his  work,  "A 
Treatise  on  the  Nature  of  God,"  and  in- 
debted for  some  of  his  ideas  to  Heresbach- 
ius'  Husbandry,  byGooge,  xlvi ;  dedicated 
the  work  to  John  Offley,  of  Madeley 
Manor,  in  StaffOTdshire,  Esq.,  xlvii ;  ac- 
complished in  the  "  Complete  Angler,"  as 
in  the  "  Life  of  Donne,"  an  object  which 
had  been  contemplated  by  Sur  Henry 
Wotton,  xlvii;  proved  the  will  of 
his  father-in-law,  Mr  Thomas  Ken, 
xlvii ;  made  large  additions  to  the  se- 
cond edition  of  the  Reliquiae  Wottoni- 
anae,  xlviii ;  publisheci  a  second  edition  of 
the  *' Complete  Angler"  in  165^;  analy- 
sis of  the  contents  m  his  second  edition. 


Digitized 


by  Google 


318 


INDEX. 


zlviii-Ix ;  can  be  no  doubt  that  Wakoa 
meant  to  identify  himself  with  Piscator* 
be ;  his  treatise  gave  univoval  satisfactioo 
to  bis  contemporaries,  with  the  exception 
of  Robert  Frank,  the  author  of  *'  Northern 
Memoirs,**  be ;  defended  from  this  attack 
Inr  Sir  Walter  Scott,  in  a  second  edition  of 
Frank's  work,  bdi :  account  of  las  inter- 
view with  Bistum  Sanderson,  in  t6s5»  bdi ; 
his  cpinion  of  Dr  Fuller's  "  Church  His- 
tory, bdii :  published  a  second  edition  of 
his  **  Life  of  Dr  Donne  "  in  1658,  dedicated 
to  Sir  Robert  Holt,  of  Aston^  in  Warwick- 
shire, bdv :  the  memorials  of  Walton  again 
imperfect  until  after  the  Restoration,  Lev ; 
an  '*  Humble  Eclonie,**  addressed  to  his 
**  ingenious  friend  Mr  Brome,  on  his  vari- 
ous and  excellent  poems."  Ixvi ;  published 
the  third  edition  of  the  "Complete  Angler  " 
in  z66i,  wherein  he  alludes  to  the  loss  of 
his  fishing  companions^  Nat.  and  R.  Roe, 
although  he  does  not  notice  the  death  cu 
Mr  Offley,  to  whom  he  had  dedicated  the 
previous  edition,  Ixvii;  also  wrote  some 
verses  on  the  publication  of  the  fourth  edi- 
tion of  a  poem,  called  "  The  Synagt 
by  the  Kev.  ChristOTther  Harvie, 
death  of  his  second  wifei  Ixviii ;  epit;^  to 
her  memory,  Ixix  ;  remarks  on  the  altera- 
tions in  a  manuscript  cO^  thereoff  in  his 
Prayer-Bookj  box  ;  conjectured  to  have 
been  on  a  visit  to  his  friend  Dr  Moriey  at 
the  time  of  his  wife's  death»  Ixix  :  became 
the  permanent  ^est  of  Dr  MorW  sotMi 
after  his  translauon  to  the  see  of  Winches- 
ter, Ixx ;  had  a  bequest  from  Dr  Dcmne 
the  younger,  who  died  in  the  winter  of 
1663.  '*  ofall  my  writings  under  my  father's 
hand,  which  may  be  of  some  use  to  his  son 
if  he  makes  him  a  scholar,"  Ixxi ;  obtained 
a  lease  of  a  building  adic^ing  a  house 
called  the  Cross  Keys,  in  Paternoster  Row. 
Ixxi ;  the  first  two  years  of  his  residence 
with  Bishop  Moriey  occupied  in  writing 
the  Life  of  Richard  Hooker^  Ixxi ;  letter 
from  Dr  Kin^,  Bishop  of  Chichester,  con- 
gratulating htm  on  that  undertaking,  Ixxii; 
the  inference  which  has  been  dra%ra  from 
a  passage  in  Dr  King's  letter,  that  Walton 
intended  to  write  the  Life  of  Sir  Henry 
Savile,  apparently  without  foundation, 
bcxiii ;  his  motives  for  writing  the  Life  of 
Hooker,  Ixxiii ;  said  to  have  written  a  let- 
ter to  a  kinsman  at  Coventry,  on  ^e  rejec- 
tion of  the  Bill  of  Comprehension,  in  xe68, 
bcxv ;  published  a  fourth  editiom  of  the 
"Complete  Angler,"  in  x668,  which  is 
Mated  m  the  title-page  to  have  been  ^  mudi 
corrected  and  enlarged,"  Ixxv ;  still  the 
guest  of  Bishop  Moriey,  and  engaged 
upon  the  Life  of^  Mr  George  Herbert,  and 
in  revising  the  Memoira  of  Donne,  Wot- 
toni  and  Hooker,  Ixxv ;  indebted  for  some 
of  the  facts  respecting  Herbert  to  Dr 
Henchman,  Bishop  of  Londos,  and  to  Mr 
Ole/s  preface  to  Herbert's  ''Cotrntry 
Parson,  Ixxvi  ;  complimentary  venes 
addressed  to   him    "upon  his  excellent 


Life  of  Mr  George  Herbert,"  by  1. 

Woodford,  afterwards  prebendary  of  Ou- 
chester,  bcxvi;  Walton's  acrrnwnt  rf  his 
biographical  laboun,  Ixxvii ;  coaqj&neirt- 
ary  verses  to  Walton  upcm  the  Lii/t  of 
Hooker,  by  Dr  Woodford,  Ixxviii ;  a  copy 
of  the  *' Lives,"  presented  by  Wahoa  to 
Walter,  Lord  Aston,  foeserved  in  the 
library  at  Tixall,  Ixxviii ;  presented  a  peti- 
tion to  the  Court  of  JudicatiiFe  for  the 
determinati(»  of  differences  touchiK 
houses  burnt  in  London,  Ixxtx  ;  dedicate 
the  third  edition  of  the  '*  Retiqmae  Wot^ 
tonianse,"  to  Philip,  Eari  of  ChesterfieM, 
Ixxix;  copy  of  his  letter  of  dedicadoa, 
Ixxix ;  letter  from  him  to  his  pobUshcr 
Marriott,  bocx;  the  tenth  edition  of 
Herbert's  poem.  "The  Temple,"  with 
Walton's  "Life  of  Herbert,"  for  the  first 
time  prefixed  to  it,  bexxi ;  poem  addressed 
to  Walton,  by  Charles  Cotton,  on  the  rv- 

eiblication  of  tl^  Lives  of  Donne,  Wottoa* 
ooker,  and  Herbert,  Lcxxi-bcxxiv :  no 
allusion  made  by  Walton  to  his  ooljr  surriv- 
ing  son  and  dat^hter  during  their  chihi- 
hood,  bocxiy ;  his  son  destined  for  holy 
orders,  Ixxxiv ;  marriage  of  his  daogfattr 
Anne  with  Dr  William  Hawkins,  imbeiK 
dary  of  Winchester,  Ixxxiv ;  published  the 
fifth  edition  of  the  "  Complete  Angler,"  in 
1676^  buexv;  observations  upon  the  addi- 
tions made  by  him  in  that  edition,  bcxxv : 
Cotton's  treatise  on  fly-fishing,  written  ia 
consequence  of  Walton's  appUcation  to 
him,  bcxxv ;  his  letter  to  Walton  which  ac- 
companied the  MS.,  dated  at  Beresford, 
xoth  March  1676 ;  a  printed  copy  of  the 
tresttise,  with  an  answer,  dated  at  Lcmdon, 
returned  to  him  on  the  agih  of  the  follow- 
ing month,  Ixxxvi ;  supposed  that  Wahon 
K>ent  some  weeks  at  Boresford  in  May  and 
Tune  t676k  Ixxxvi ;  the  intimacy  between 
Walton  and  Cotton  well  known  to  the 
readers  of  the  "  Complete  Angler,"  bcxxvi : 
their  initials  joined  m  a  cipher  on  a  stone 
placed  over  the  door  of  a  fishing-hotue 
which  the  latter  erected  on  the  InLnks  of 
the  Dove^  between  Walton's  last  visit  to 
Beresford  and  that  paid  in  1676,  Ixxxvii ; 
Walton's  description  of  the  scenery  near 
the  fishing-house,  Ixxxvii ;  eulogtums  upon 
his  character  introdtsced  imo  Cotton's 
treatise,  Ixxxvii ;  his  allusions  thereto  in  a 
letter  to  Cotton,  Ixxximi;  complimentary 
verses  to  Walton,  on  the  publication  of  the 
fifth  edition  of  the  "  Complete  Angler,"  in 
a  Latin  Ode,  by  Dr  James  Duport*  trans- 
lated by  the  Rev.  James  Tate,  cancm  resi- 
dentiary of  St  Paul's,  Ixxxviii ;  verses  ad- 
dressed to  him  by  Cotton,  inviting  him  to 
renew  their  piscatory  sports  in  the  ensuimf 
Mav,  xc ;  published  his  last  worie,  the  Life 
of  kobert  Sanderson,  Bishop  of  Ijncoin, 
xc ;  dedication  to  Bidiop  Moriey,  xci ;  lu« 
reasonsforwridag  the  Life,  xci ;  requested 
information  relative  to  Sanderson  fnun  Dr 
Barlow,  Bishop  of  Lincoln,  xdi ;  whilst 
writing  the  account  of  Bishop  Sanderson's 
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demtli,  apipeara  to  have  been  deeply  im- 
pressed  with  the  close  approach  of  hts  own, 
zcii  ;  the  JJfe  of  Sanderson,  with  a  correct* 
ed  edUio»of  his  sermons,  reprinted  in  1678, 
xcaii;  determined  in  1678  on  publishing  a 
poenOf  entitled  Thealma  and    Clearchus, 
a  pastoral  history*  which  had  been  written 
nuany  years  before,  by  John  Chalkhill, 
£sq. ;    the  authorship  erroneously  attri-> 
bated  to  himself,  xdii :  his jpreface  thereto, 
xciv ;  verses  bv  the  poet  Flatnun  on  tl^ 
publication  of  this  poem,  xcv ;  copy  of  the 
''  Complete  Angler"  presented  by  him  to 
Mrs  Wallop,  at  Fumham  Castle  ;  account 
of  that  lady,  xcvi ;  twp  letters  on  political 
subjects  in  1678  and  1679,  ascribed  to  him  ; 
inquiry  into  their  authenticity,  zan-xdx  ; 
his  son  presented  to  the  living  of  Polshot, 
in  'Wiltsnire  ;  wrote  to  Anthonv  Wood,  in 
reply  to  an  inquiry  respecting  the  death  of 
I>r  Ay^er ;  made  his  will  ^th  August  1683, 
xcix ;  copy  thereof,  xdx-cii ;  observations 
thereupon,  and  biographical  notices  of  the 
persons  mentioned  therein,  ciii-cvi ;  died 
at  Winchester  ou  the  xsth  December  x68^  ; 
buried   in   Prior   Silkstead's   Chapel,    m 
Winchester  Cathedral,  cvi ;  his  character 
and  education,  cvii ;  his  opinion  of  ancestry 
and  honours,  cviii ;  his  political  and  re* 
ligious  opinions,  cix-cxii ;  fond  of  poetry 
and  music,  cxiv  ;  had  some  knowledge  of 
the  art  of  design,  cxiv ;  his  contempt  for 
riches,  cxv ;  account  of  hu  surviving  issue 
and  representatives,  cxvi,  cxxiii ;  tributes 
paid  to  his  memory  by  some  of  the  most 
distinguished  writers  of  the  present  age, 
cxxiii.  cxxvii ;  copy  of  entries  of  the  births 
and  deaths  of  his  family  made  by  him  in 
his  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  cxii ;  copy  of 
his  memoranda  respecting    John   Hales, 
cxliii-cxlvii ;   list  of  books  belonging  to 
him,  now  in  the  Cathedral  Library  of  Salis- 
burVf  odvii ;  his  charities  to  the  town  of 
Stafford*  odix;    list  of  portraits  of  his 
family,  in  the  possession  of  the  Rev.  Dr 
Hawes,  cli ;  extracts  from  the  parish  books 
of  St  Dunstan's  in  the  West,  and  from  the 
roisters  of  that  parish,  relative  to  parochial 
omces  filled  b^  him,  clii ;  additional  rea- 
sons for  supposing  that  he  was  apprenticed 
to  Ifenry  Walton,  of  Whitechapei,  civ. 
Walton,  Ixaak,  the  ^unger,  his  birth,  xli ; 
bequest  made  to  his  use  by  Dr  Donne  the 
▼ounger,  Ixxi ;   destined  for  holy  orders, 
Ixxxiv :  presented  to  the  living  of  Polshot, 
in  Wiltshire,  xdx ;  bequests  made  to  him 
by  his  father's  will,  ci ;  biographical  su> 
count  of,  cxvi ;  his  death,  cxvii ;  his  will, 
cxvii,  cxix 
^— ,  Mr  Richard,  a  ring  bequeathed  to, 

by  Izaak  Walton  the  elder,  di. 
Ward,  Dr  Seth,  Bishop  of  Salisbmn^,  xdx ; 

a  ring  bequeathed  to,  by  Walton,  di,  cv. 
Ware,  the  town  of,  ao^  196  «. ;  raintinff  of 
a  trout  near  an  ell  long,  at  the  George  Inn 
at,  mentioned  by  Walton,  1x5. 
Warren,  Mr,    large  barbel  caught  byi  in 
Walton  Deeps,  X70. 


Warrington;  the  battle  of,  Z13  n. 

Waskite,  a  spedes  of  hawk  from  Virginia,  38. 

Wasp-fly,  Uje,  for  July^  xoi,  a6x. 

Water,  3X  ;  its jModucaveness,  3a. 

Weaver,  the  Rev.  Thomas,  commendatory 

verses  on  the  publication  of  the  "  Com- 
plete   Angler,"^  xlviii,    xo;   biographical 

account  of;  xq  m. 
Webb,  or  Webburie,  Elizabeth,  wife  of  John, 

of  Rotterdam,  merchant,  cxxxv. 
Wenman,  Richaxd,  'N^scount,  38a. 
Westminster,  King  Street  in,  163. 
Weston,  Ricn.,  Baron  of  Exchequer,  cdL 
Whale^  the,  33,  vide  Balaena. 
Wharie.    the   river,   subject    to   the   fence 

months  by  stat.  13  Edw.  I.,  63  «. 
Wharton,  Dr.  biographical  account  of,  ^  «. : 

description  of  a  strange  fish  dissected  by, 

Z97 ;  his  portrait,  a86. 
Whetley  Bridge,  195  n, 
Whirlin|^    dun-flies,  for  March  and  April, 

directions  for  making,  354,  355. 
Whitaker,  Dr  William,  a  lover  of  angling, 

<x ;  account  of  him,  5X  n. 
White-dun  fly,  the,  for  July,  361. 
White  gnat,  th^  for  May,  357. 
White  hackle,  the,  for  August,  363. 
White,  Mr  Peter,  a  ring  bequeathed  to,  by 

Walton,  di :  not  identified,  cvL 
Whitehead,  Mr  John,  mentioned  in  Walton's 

will,  d. 
Whit^ift,  Archbishra,  budi 
Whitish-dun  fly,  a,  for  March,  254. 
Wildon,  CO.  Derby,  339. 
Williams,  Sir  Abraham,  mentioned  by  Wal- 

ton,  156. 
Williamson,  Mr  James,  his  observations  re- 
specting the  author  of  "The  Secreu  of 

Angling,"  376. 
Willy,  the  river,  mentioned   by   Drayton, 

Z961S. 
WiUon.  John^  doctor  in  music,  X78  n» 

,  the  onuthologist,  cxxv. 

Winander  Mere,  in  Westmoreland,  the  char 

taken  in,  165. 
Winchester,  Walton's  books  at,  bequeathed 

to  his  daughter,  Mrs  Hawkins,  c,  d  ;  his 

epitaph  in  Prior  Silkstead's  Chapel,  in  the 

cathedral  of,  cvii. 
Windsor,  the  town  of,  Ixxx,  184 ;  tbe.castle 

of,  cxxx. 
Winnifi',  Dr*  afterwards  Bishop  of  Lincoln, 

xxiiL 
Winston,  ca  Durham,  the  birthidace  of  Dr 

Wharton,  33  n. 
*'  Wise  Men  of  Gotham,"  a  facetious  penny 

history  much  in  circulation  in  the  time  of 

Walton,  XX  «. 
Wolseley  Bridge,  co.  Stafford.  339. 
"  Wonders  of  the  Peak,"  a  poem  published 

by  Cotton  in  x68x,  dxxxvi ;  extract  from. 

Wood,  Anthony,  quoted,  xl,  Ixx. 

Woodford,  Samuel,  prebendary  of  Win- 
chester, complimentary  verses  addressed 
by  him  to  Walton,  on  the  publication  of 
hu  Life  of  Herbert,  Ixxvii ;  also  on  the  Life 
of  Hooker,  IxxxvilL 
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Woodhotue,  Joseph,  of  Wollctcote,  co.  Der^ 
by,  gent,  clxxxvui. 

Worcester^  the  battle  of.  xHv ;  Mrs  Walton's 
epitaph  in  the  cathedral  oU  bmc 

Wordsworth,  a  sonnet  bjff  in  praise  of  Wal- 
ton's bi(Mrntphtcal  works,  cxxiv. 

Worms,  different  kinds  of,  directioaft  for  fino- 
ing,  scouring,  and  keeping,  oi,  oa. 

Wotton,  Anne,  wife  of  Sir  £.  Halei,  xtiii. 
Sir  Henry,  the  intimate  friend  of  Ixaak 
Walton,  XX :  presented  by  Dr  Donne  with 
a  seal  of  bloodstone  engraven  with  a  re- 
presentation of  the  Saviour  extended  on  an 
anchor,  xxiv ;  letter  to  Walt<M>,  in  reply  to 
communication  from  him  respecting  an 
iritended  Life  of  Dr  Donne,  xxvii ;  his 
writings  published  by  Walton,  under  the 
title  of**  Keiiquiae  Wottonianse,"  xUi ;  ac- 
count of  him.  xlii  ;  his  **  Description  of 
the  Spring,  on  a  bank  as  I  sat  a-nshing.** 
xliv,  1,  54  :  letter  from  him  to  Walton,  en- 
closing a  hymn  written  at  night  during 
a  severe  illness,  xliv ;  intended  to  have 
written  a  discourse  <^  the  art  and  in 
praise  of  angling,  xlvii,  • :  mentioned  bv 
Walton,  Ixxix,  ucxx,  17s ;  intimate  with 
Charles  Cotton  the  elder,  clxiv ;  a  lover 
of  angling,  53:  oils  used  by  him  to  tempt 
fish  to  bite,  x86 ;  verses  by  him  quoted  oy 
Walton,  ao8,  909 ;  descriptive  account  cm 
his  fishing-house  near  Eton,  by  Mr  Jesse, 
cxxix;  verses  entitled  "Rusticatio  Re- 
ligiosi  iu  vacantii%''  ascribed  to  hinii  275. 


Wottoa.  Katherine,  wife  of  Heoryt  Lord 
Stanhope,  xliii,  cdL  Margarec.  wife  of 
Sir  John  Tufton,  xliii.  Manr  Barooess, 
the  *'  Reliquiae  Wottoniana^**  dedicated  to, 
xliiL    Thomas,  ad  Lord,  of  Marley,  xlia> 

Wnmgfaara,  Archdeacon,  his  transLu:^  <^ 
verses,  written  by  James  Park,  Es^.,  ia 
{vaise  of  Walton,  cxxvi ;  his  tnu&sloiian  of 
verses  addressed  to  Walton  by  Dr  Daport, 

Wjre,  the  salmon  of  the,  when  in  se^KMt,  5, 
7,  xa6 ;  grayHng  plentiful  in  the,  122  ;  boch 
the  lampeme  and  the  las^)rey  takeo  in  Ukc 
X65  n. ;  sources  of  thev  a^ 

Wyre,  the  river,  made  subject  to  the  Iboce 
months  by  stat.  13  Rich.  IL,  63  m. 

Yan  ANTON,  Ann,  wife  of  John,  of  Redstone, 

ca  Worcester,  143  «. 
Yare,  the  river,  made  subject  to  the  fence 

months  by  stat.  13  Edw.  I.,  63  «. 
Yarmouth^  henings  plentiful  at,   198 :   the 

town  of,  bound  bv  durter  to  send  to  the 

^ping,  yauiy,  one  hundred  herrings  baked 

m  twenty-four  {Mes,  298  «. 
Yellow-dun  flv,  a,  for  April,  256. 
YeUow  fliesMor  May  and  June,  xoo. 
York,  the  Duke  ol^  master  of  the  gamew 

alluded  to  bj  Jtdiaika  Bemers,  391. 

ZOUCH,  Dr,  error  in  his  statement  resoecting 
Walton's  marriage,  xx ;  his  Life  of  Walton 
quoted}  Ixxxviii,  cxiii,  czzvii 
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Plates,  in  columbier  4to,  cloth  extra,  full  gilt  and  gilt  edges,  4Zr. 

THE    FAMOUS    FBASER    FOBTBAITS. 


MACLISE'S  GALLERY  OF 

ILLUSTRIOUS     LITERARY    CHARACTERS. 

With  Notes  by  the  late  WILLIAM  MAGINN,  LL.D. 

Edited,  with  copious  Notes,  by  Willlam  Bates,  B,A.    The  Tolaiiie 
contains  83  Splendid  and  most  Characteristic  Portraixs, 
now  first  issued  in  a  complete  form.    In  demy  4to,  over  400  pages, 
cloth  gilt  and  gilt  edges,  \u,  6d, 
*'  Most  interesting." — Saturday  RevUw. 

**  Not  possible  to  imagine  a  more  elegant  addition  to  a  diawing-nxMn  table.** — Fttm» 
"  One  of  the  most  interesting  yolumes  of  this  year*s  literature." — Timus, 
'*  Deserves  a  place  on  every  drawing-room  table,  and  may  not  unfidy  be  remored 

from  the  drawing>room  to  the  library.  —5>«rii«/^r. 

THE 

WORKS  OF  JAMES  GILLRAY,  THE  CARICATURIST. 

IVith  the  Story  of  his  Life  and  Times,  and  full  and  Anecdotal 
Descriptions  of  his  Engravings, 

Edited^by  THOMAS  WRIGHT,  Esq.,  M.A.,  F.S.A. 
Illustrated  with  83  full-page  Plates,  and  very  numerous  Wood  En- 
gravings,    Demy  4to,  600  pages,  cloth  extra,  31J.  td. 

'*  High  as  the  expectations  excited  bv  this  description  [in  the  Introduction]  may 
be,  they  will  not  be  disappointed.  With  rare  exception,  no  source  of  informatran 
has  been  neglected  by  the  editor,  and  the  most  inquisitive  or  exacting  reader  will 
find  ready  gathered  to  his  hand,  without  the  trouble  of  reference,  almost  every 
scrap  of  narrative,  anecdote,  gbssip,  scandal,  or  epigram,  in  poetry  or  prose,  that  he 
can  possibly  require  for  the  elucidation  of  the  caricatures."— ^sMr/im^  lirruw. 

**  The  publishers  have  done  good  service  in  bringing  so  much  that  is  full  of  hnmoor 
and  of  historical  interest  within  the  reach  of  a  lai^e  c\»s^**Satmrd^  Htvitw. 

"One  of  the  most  amusing  and  valuable  illustrations  of  the  social  and  polished 
Kfe  of  that  generation  which  it  is  pos»ble  to  conceive.*'— %S><ci^ti:^r. 
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BEAUTIFUL  PICTURES  BY  BRITISH  ARTI8T8": 

A  Gatkering  of  Favourites  from  our  Picture  Galleries^  lGco-1870. 
Induding  examples  by  WiLKiE,  Constable,  Turner,  Mulready, 
Landseer,  Maclise,  E.  M.  Ward,  Frith,  Sir  John  Gilbert, 
l^ESLiE,  Ansdell,  Marcus  Stone,  Sir  Noel  Paton,  Faed, 
Eyre  Crowe,  Gavin,  O'Neil,  and  Madox  Brown.  Engraved 
on  Steel  in  the  highest  style  of  Art.  Edited,  with  Notices  of  the 
Artists,  by  Sydney  Armytage,  M.A.  Imperial  4to,  cloth  extra, 
gilt  and  gilt  edges,  21J. 

COURT  BEAUTIES  OF  THE  REIGN  OF  CHARLES  II. 

From  the  Originals  in  the  Royal  Gallery  at  Wiftdsor^ 

By  Sir  PETER   LELY. 

Eiigrayed  in  the  highest  style  of  art  by  Thomson,  Wright,  Scriven, 

B.  HoLL,  Wagstaff,  and  T.  A.  Deane.    With  Memoirs  by  Mrs. 

Jameson,  Author  of  "L^ends  of  the  Madonna."    Imperial  4to, 

cloth  gilt  and  gilt  edges,  2ix. 

"This  traljr  beautiful  and  splendid  production  is  equally  a  gem  among  the  Fine 
Arts  and  in  literature."— ^«ar/rr/^J?«trr«w. 

TOM  HOOD'S  NEW  STOBY  FOB  CHILDREN. 

From    Nowhere  to  the  North  Pole: 

A  Noah't  Ark-Bological  Narrative.    By  TOM  HOOD. 

With  25  Illustrations  by  W.  Brunton  and  E.  C.  Barnes.    Sq.  crown 

8vo,  in  a  handsome  and  specially-designed  binding,  gilt  edges,  dr. 

NEW    GBOTESQUE    aiFT-BOOE~ 
A  Rare  and  Choice  Collection  of 

Queens  and  Kings,  and  other  Things : 

The  Pictures,  Poetry,  and  strange  but  veritable  Histories  designed 
and  written  by  the  Princess  Hesse-Homburg.  Printed  in  gold 
and  many  colours  by  the  Brothers  Dalziel,  at  the  Camden  Press. 
Imp.  4to,  cloth  gilt  and  gilt  edges,  price  One  Guinea. 

American  War  (The) :  Cartoons  by  Matt 

Morgan  and  other  Artists,  illustrative  of  the  late  Great  Civil  War 
in  America.  Now  first  collected,  with  Explanatory  Text.  Demy 
4to,  Ulustrated  boards,  fs,  dd, 

/Esop's    Fables,     translated  into     Human 

Nature  by  C.  H.  Bennett.  Descriptive  Text.  Entirely  New  Edit. 
Cr.  4to,  24  Plates,  beautifully  printed  in  colours,  cloth  extra,  gilt,  6s. 
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Companion  to  the  "  History  of  Signboards." 

Advertising,    A    History    of,  from  the 

Earliest  Times.  Illastrated  by  Anecdotes,  Curious  Spedmcns, 
Biographical  Notes,  and  Examples  of  Successful  Advertisen.  By 
Henry  Sampson.  Crown  8vo,  with  Coloured  Frontispiece  and 
numerous  Illustrations,  cloth  extra,  gilt,  7;.  6^. 

Amusing  Poetry.  A  Selection  of  Humor- 
ous Verse  from  all  the  Best  Writers.  Edited,  with  a  PrefiBLce,  by 
Shirley  Brooks.  A  New  Edition,  in  fcap.  8vo,  cloth  extra,  gilt, 
and  gilt  edges,  3X.  6d, 

Anacreon.     Translated  by  Thomas  Moore, 

and  Illustrated  by  the  Exquisite  Designs  of  Girodet.  Bound  in 
Etruscan  gold  and  blue,  12s.  6d, 

Army  Lists  of  the  Roundheads  and 

Cavaliers  in  the  Civil  War,  1642.  Second  Edition,  Cot- 
rected  and  considerably  Enlarged.  Edited,  with  Notes  and  full 
Index,  by  Edward  Peacock,  F.S.A.    4to,  hf.-Roxburghe,  7^.  6J, 

Uniform  with  Mr.  Ruskin's  Edition  of  "Grimm." 

Bechstein's  As  Pretty  as  Seven,  and 

-      '  other  PopularGer. 

man  Stories.  Col- 
lected by  Ludwig 
Bechstein,  With 
Additional  Tales 
by  the  Brothers 
Grimm.  100  11- 
lust,  by  RiCHTBE. 
Small  4to,  green 
and  gold,  dr.  6rf: ; 
gilt  edges,  fs,  6d, 


Artemus  Ward,  Complete.    The  Works 

of  Charles  Farrer  Browne,  better  known  as  Artemus  Ward 
now  first  collected.     Crown  8vo,  with  fine  Portrait,  facsimUe  of 
handwnUng,  &c.,  540  pages,  cloth  extra,  Js.  6d. 

Artemus    Ward's     Lecture     at     the 

Egyptian  Hall,  with  the  Panorama.    Edited  by  T.  W.  Robertson 
and  E.  P.  Kingston.    4to,  green  and  gold,  Tinted  Illust.,  6j. 
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Boccaccio's  Decameron ;  or,  Ten  Days' 

£lntertaininent.  Now  fally  translated  into  English,  with  Introduction 
by  Thomas  Wright,  Esq.,  M.A.,  F.S.A.  With  Portrait  after 
Raphael,  and  Stothard's  Ten  Copper-plates.  Crown  8vo,  cloth, 
«xtra  gilt,  7 J.  dd. 


Booksellers,.A  History  of.  Full  Accounts 

of  the  Great  Publishing  Houses  and  their  Founders,  both  in  London 
and  the  Provinces,  the  History  of  Iheir  Rise  and  Progress,  and  of  their 
greatest  Works/  v  By  Harry  Curwen.  Crown  8vo,  over  500  pages, 
with  frontispiece  and  numerous  Portraits  and  Illustrations,  cloth  extra, 
7-r.  6/.  ^ 


HBADPIBCB  USSD   BY  WILLIAM   CAXTON. 

"  In  these  days^  ten  ordinary  Histories  oj  Kings  and  Courtiers  were  well  ex- 
changed against  the  tenth  part  of  one  good  History  of  Booksellers** — ^Thomas 
Caklylb. 

"  This  stout  little  book  is  unquestionably  amusing;.  Ill-starred,  indeed,  must  be 
the  r«uler  who,  opening  it  anywhere,  lights  upon  six  coosecutiye  pages  within  the 
entire  compass  of  which  some  good  anecdote  or  smart  repartee  is  not  to  be  found." 
—Saturday  Review. 

"  Mr.  Curwen  has  produced  an  interesting  work." — Daily  News. 

**  The  *  History  of  Booksellers '  will  not  merely  repay  perusal,  but  ought  to  hare  a 
permanent  place  on  library  shelves." — Court  Circular. 

Book    of   Hall-Marks  ;    or,  Manual    of 

Reference  for  the  Goldsmith  and  Silversmith.  By  Alfred  Lut- 
schaunig,  Manager  of  the  Liverpool  Assay  Office.  Crown  8vo,  with 
46  Plates  of  the  Hall-Marks  of  the  different  Assay  Towns  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  as  now  stamped  on  Plate  and  Jewellery,  y,  6d, 

•»•  This  work  gives  practical  methods  for  testing  the  quality  of  gold  and  silver. 
It  was  compiled  by  the  author  for  his  own  use,  and  as  a  Supplement  to  *'Chaffers.** 
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Booth's  Epigrams  :  Ancient  and  Modem, 

Hnmoroos,  Witty,  ^tirical,  Moral,  and  Panegyrical.  Edited  bj 
the  Rev.  John  Booth,  B. A.  ANcw  Edition.  Pott 8vo,  doth  gilt,6«. 

Boudoir  Ballads:    Vers  de  Soci6te.     By 

J.  AsHBY  Sterry.  Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  gilt,  and  gilt  edges, 
6j.  \In  preparaticn. 

Bret  Harte's  Complete  Works,  in  Prose 

and  Poetry.  Now  First  Collected.  With  Introductory  Essay  by  J. 
M.  BsLLBW,  Portrait  of  the  Author,  and  50  Illustrations.  Cxown 
8vo,  650  pages,  cloth  extra,  is,  6d, 

Brewster's  (Sir  David)  More  Worlds 

than  OnB,  the  Creed  of  the  Philosopher  and  the  Hope 
of  the  Ohristian.  A  New  Edition,  in  small  crown  8vo,  doth, 
extra  gilt,  with  full-page  Astronomical  Plates,  uniform  with  Faraday's 
"  Chemical  History  of  a  Candle." .  41,  6d, 

Brewster's  (Sir  D.)  Martyrs  of  Science. 

New  Edition,  small  cr.  8vo,  cloth,  extra  gilt,  with  full-page  Por- 
traits, uniform  with  Faraday's  **  Various  Forces  of  Nature."    4s.  6d. 

Bright's  (Rt.  Hon.  J.,  M.P.)  Speeches 

on  Public  Affairs  of  the  last  Twenty  Years.  Collated  with  the 
best  Public  Reports.     Royal  i6mo,  370  pages,  cloth  extra,  is. 

boLMAN'S    HUMOROUS    WOBXS. 

Broad  Grins.    My  Nightgown  and  Slippers, 

and  other  Humorous  Works,  Prose  and  Poetical,  of  George  Col- 
man  the  Younger.  Now  first  collected,  with  Life  and  Anecdotes  of 
the  Author,  by  George  B.  Buckstone.  With  Frontispiece  by 
Hogarth.    Crown  8vo,  500  pp.,  yj.  6d. 

'  NEW    BOOK    FOB   BOYS. 

Conquest    of   the    Sea:   A  History  of 

Divers  and  Diving,  from  the  Earliest  Times  to  the  Present  Day. 
By  Henry  Siebe.  Profusely  Illustrated  with  fine  Wood  Engravings. 
Small  crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  4/.  6d, 

"We  have  perused  this  volume,  full  of  quaint  informatioD,  with  delight    Mr. 
Siebe  has  bestowed  much  pains  on  his  work ;  he  writes  with  enthusiasm  aiad  fu 


Siebe  has  bestowed  much  pains  on  his  work ;  he  writes  with  enthusiasm  and  fufaiess 
•f  knowledge."— J?cA^. 

"  Really  mteresting  alike  to  youths  and  to  grown-up  people."— .SV9/nw««. 

"  Equally  interestmg  to  the  general  and  to  the  scientific  reader.**— A/^^mui^ 
Advertiser, 
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MISS  BRADDON'S  NEW  NOVEL. 

Lost    for    Love:   A   Novel.      By   M.   £• 

Braddon,  Author  of  **  Lady  Audley's  Secret,"  &c     Now  ready, 

in  3  vols.,  crown  8vo,  at  all  Libraries,  and  at  the  Booksellers. 

"One  of  the  best  novels  lately  produced.  In  several  important  respects,  it 
appears  to  us.  Miss  Braddon's  recent  works  deserve  the  highest  commendation."-^ 
Jllustrated  London  I^ews. 

"We  may  confidently  predict  for  it  a  warm  welcome  from  Miss  Braddon's 
numerous  admirers.'* — Graphic. 

**  '  Lost  for  Loye'  must  be  placed  hi^h  among  Miss  Braddon's  novels.  It  has  a 
quiet  power,  which  makes  it  attractive  m  a  high  degree." — Scotsman, 

**  UnafTected,  simple,  and  easily  written,  it  will  disappoint  Miss  Braddon's  early 
Admirers,  and  please  that  which  we  hope  is  a  wider  pubhc." — Athtnttum, 


Byron's  (Lord)  Letters  and  Journals, 

with  Notices  of  his  Life.    By  Thomas  Moore.     A  Reprint  of  the 

Original  Edition,  newlyrevised,  complete  in  a  thick  volume  of  io6opp., 

with  Twelve  fine  full-page  Plates.    Cr.  8vo,  cloth  extra,  gilt,  7^.  (>d, 

"We  have  read  this  book  with  the  greatest  pleasure.    Considered  merely  as  a 

composition,  it  deserves  to  be  classed  among  the  best  specimens  of  English  prose 

which  our  a^e  has  produced.    It  contains,  indeed,  no  single  passage  equal  to  two 

or  three  which  we  could  select  from  the  Life  of  Sheridan ;  out,  as  a  whole,  it  is 

immeasurably  superior  to  that  work.     The  style  is  agreeable,  clear,  and  manly, 

and,  when  It  rises  into  eloquence,  rises  without  effort  or  ostentation.     Nor  is^  the 

matter  inferior  to  the  manner.     It  would  be  difficult  to  name  a  book  which  exhibits 

more  kindness,  fairness,  and  modesty.     It  has  evidently  been  written,  not  for  the 

purpose  of  showing — what,  however,  it  often  shows— how  well  its  author  can  write, 

but  for  the  purpose  of  vindicating,  as  far  as  truth  will  permit,  the  memory  of  a  cele- 

brated  man  who  can  no  longer  vindicate  himself.    Mr.  Moore  never  thrusts  Imnself 

between  Lord  -Byron  and  the  public.    With  the  strongest  temptations  to  egotism, 


he  has  said  no  more  about  himself  than  the  subject  absolutely  reqtiired.  A  grea^ 
part,  indeed  the  greater  part,  of  these  volumes  consists  of  extracts  from  the  Letters 
and  Journals  of  Lord  Byron  ;  and  it  is  difficult  to  speak  too  highly  of  the  skill  which 


t&as  been  shown  m  the  selection  and  arrangement It  ts  impossible,  on  a 

general  survey,  to  deny  that  the  task  has  been  executed  with  great  judgment  and 
ereat  humanity.  When  we  consider  the  life  which  Lord  Byron  had  led,  his  petu- 
lance,  his  irritability,  and  his  communicativeness,  we  cannot  but  admire  the  dex- 
terity with  which  Mr.  Moore  has  contrived  to  exhibit  so  much  of  the  character  and 
opinions  of  his  friend,  with  so  little  pain  to  the  feelings  of  the  living.^^LoRO 
Macaulay,  in  the  Edinburgh  Rtvirw. 

Carlyle  (T.)  on  the  Choice  of  Books. 

With  New  Life  and  Anecdotes.  Brown  cloth,  uniform  with  the 
2j.  Edition  op  his  Works,  is,  6d, 

Celebrated     Claimants,     Ancient    and 

Modem.  Being  the  Histories  of  all  the  most  celebrated  Pretenders 
and  Claimants  from  Perkin  Warbeck  to  Arthur  Orton.  Fcap. 
8vo,  350  pages.  Illustrated  boards,  price  2s, 

Christmas  Carols  and  Ballads.  Selected 

and  Edited  by  Joshua  Sylvester.  A  New  Edition,  beautifully 
printed  and  bound  in  cloth,  extra  gilt,  gilt  edges,  3^.  6d. 
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Gruikshank's  Comic  Almanack. 

Complete  in  Two  Series  :  the  First  from  1835  to  1843 ;  the 
Second  from  1844  to  1853.  A  Gathering  of  the  Best  Humour 
of  Thackeray,  Hood,  /Iayhew,  Albert  Smith,  A'Beckett, 
Robert  Brough,  &c.  With  2,000  Woodcuts  and  Steel  Engravings 
by  Cruikshank,  Hine,  Landells,  &c.  Crown  8vo,  cloth  gilt, 
two  very  thick  volumes,  1$^.;  or,  separately,  7j.  6</.  per  volume. 

%•  Th*  ** Comic Aitttanacks**  0/  Geargt Cruik$kaHk  havilongbeen  regarded  by 
admirers  0/  this  inimitable  artist  as  among' his  finest  ^  most  characteristic  pro- 
ductions. Extending  over  a  period  of  nineteen  yea  rs,  from  1 8^5  /i?  i  Ss;!*  inclusive, 
thet  embrace  the  best  period  of  his  artistic  career ^  and  show  the  varied  oxceliences 
of  his  tnarvellous  power.  The  late  Mr.  Tilt,  of  Fleet  Street,  first  conceived  the 
idea  (if  the**  Co$ntc  Almanack^*'  and  at  various  times  there  were  engaged  upon  it 
such  writers  as  Thackeray,  Albbrt  Smith,  the  Brothers  Mavhew,  tAe  late 
Robert  Brough,  Gilbert  A'Beckbtt,  and,  it  has  been  tuserted^  Tom  Hood  tMe 
elder.  Thackeray's  stones  of  "  Stubbs*  Calendar;  or.  The  FattU  Boots,"  which 
subsequently  appeared  as  '*Stubbs'  Diary ; "  and  *'  Barber  Cox;  or.  The  Cutting 
of  his  Comb"  formed  the  leading  attractions  in  the  numbers  for  1839  and  1840. 


THE  BEST  GUIDE  TO  HERALDRY. 

Cussans'  Handbook  of 

Heraldry ;  with  Instructions  for  Tracirg 
Pedigrees  and  Deciphering  Ancient  MSS. ; 
also,  Rules  for  the  Appointment  of  Liverie.*, 
&c.,  &c.  By  John  E.  Cussans.  Illus- 
trated with  360  Plates  and  WoodcutF. 
Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra, gilt  andemblazonec', 

•^  This  volume^  beautifully  printed  on  tonedpaper, 
contains  not  only  the  ordinary  matter  to  be  found 
in  the  best  b^ks  on  the  science  of  A  rmory,  but  seve- 
ral  other  subjects  hitherto  unnoticed.  Amongst 
these  may  be  mentioned :—x.  Directions  for 
Tracing  Pedigrees,    a.  Deciphering  Ancient 

MSS.,  ILLUSTRATED  BY  ALPHABETS  AND  FAC- 
SIMILES. 3.  The  Appointment  of  Liveriis. 
4.  Continental  and  American  Heraldry,  &c. 


Cussans'    History    of   Hertfordshire. 

A  County  History,  got  up  in  a  very  superior  manner,  and  ranging 
with  the  finest  works  of  its  class.  By  John  E.  Cussans.  Illus- 
trated with  full-page  Plates  on  Copper  and  Stone,  and  a  profusion 
of  small  Woodcuts.  Parts  I.  to  VIII.  are  now  ready,  price  21/. 
each. 

•»•  An  entirely  new  History  ^  this  important  County,  great  attention  being 
given  to  all  mattep  pertaining  to  Family  History, 
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NEW  AND  IMPORTANT  WORK. 

OyclopdBdia  of  Costume ;  or,  A  Dic- 
tionary of  Dress,  Regal,  Ecclesiastical,  Civil,  and  Military,  from 
the  Earliest  Period  in  England  to  the  reign  of  George  the  Third. 
Including  Notices  of  Contemporaneous  Fashions  on  the  Continent, 
and  preceded  by  a  General  History  of  the.  Costume  of  the  Principal 
Countries  of  Europe.    By  J.  R.  PLANCnfi,  F.  S.  A. ,  Somerset  Herald. 

This  work  will  be  published  in  Twenty-four  Monthly  Parts,  gumrto,  at  Five 
Shillings^  profusely  illustrated  by  Plates  and  Wood  Engravings  ;  with  each  Part 
•Kuiii  also  be  issued  a  splendid  Coloured  Plate^from  an  original  Painting  or  Illu" 
99€ination,  of  Royal  and  Noble  Personages,  and  National  Costume,  both  foreign  and 
eiontfstic.    The  First  Par/  is  just  ready. 

IN  collecting  materials  for  a  History  of  Costume  of 
more  importance  than  the  little  handbook  which  has 
met  with  so  much  favour  as  an  elementary  wofk,  I  was 
not  only  made  aware  of  my  own  deficiencies,  but  sur- 
prised to  find  how  much  more  vague  are  the  explana- 
tions,  and  contradictory  the  statements,  of  our  best 
authorities,  than  they  appeared  to  me,  when,  in  the 
plenitude  of  my  ignorance,  I  rushed  upon  almost  un- 
trodden  ground,  and  felt  bewildered  bjr  the  mass  of 
unsifted  evidence  and  unhesitating  assertion  which  met 
my  eyes  at  every  turn. 

During  the  forty  years  which  have  elapsed  since  the 
publication  of  the  first  edition  of  my  "  History  of  Britith 
Costume"  in  the  "  Librar>r  of  Entertaining  Know* 
ledge,"  archsological  investigation  has  received  such 
an  impetus  by  the  establishment  of  metropolitan  and 
provincial  peripatetic  antiquarian  societies,  that  a  flood 
of  light  has  been  poured  upon  us,  by  which  we  are 
enabled  to  re-examine  our  opinions  and  discover  reasor.s 
to  doubt,  if  we  cannot  find  facts  to  authenticate.  ^ 

That  the  former  greatly  preponderate  is  a  grievous 
acknowledgment  to  make  after  assiduously  devoting 
the  leisure  of  half  my  life  to  the  pursuit  of  information 
on  this,  to  me,  most  fascinating  subject  It  is  some 
consolation,  however,  to  feel  that  where  I  cannot  in- 
struct, I  shall  certainly  not  mislead,  and  that  the  reader 
will  find,  under  each  head,  all  that  is  known  to,  or 
suggested  by,  the  most  competent  writers  I  am  ac- 

quamted  with,  either  here  or  on  the  Continent 

That  this  work  appears  in  a  glossarial  form  arises  from  the  desire  of  many  artists, 
who'have  expressed  to  me  the  difficulty  they  constantly  meet  with  in  their  en- 
deavours to  ascertain  the  complete  form  of  a  garment  or  the  exact  mode  of  fastening 
a  piece  of  armour,  or  buckling  of  a  belt,  from  their  study  of  a  sepulchral  effigy  or 
a  figure  in  an  illumination ;  the  attitude  of  the  personages  represented,  or  the  dispo- 
sition of  other  portions  of  their  attire,  effectually  prevenung  the  requisite  examinatii 
The  books  supplying  any  such  informatioA  are  very  few,  and  the  best  confined 


armour  or  ecclesiastiadcostume.  The  only  English  publication  of  the  kind  required, 
that  I  am  aware  of,  is  the  late  Mr.  Fairholt's  "  Costume  in  England  **  (8vo,  London, 
Z846),  the  last  two  hundred  pages  of  which  contain  a  jglossary,  the  most  valuable 
portion  whereof  are  the  quotetions  from  old  plays,  medueval  romances,  and  satirical 
\}^}^^^^  containing  allusions  to  various  articles  ot  attire  in  fashion  at  the  time  of 
their  composition.  Twenty-eight  years  have  expired  since  that  book  appeared,  and 
it  has  been  thoueht  that  a  more  comprehensive  work  on  the  subject  than  has  yet 
issued  from  the  English  press,  combining  the  pith  of  the  informauon  of  many- costly 
foreign  publications,  and,  in  its  illustrations,  keeping  in  view  the  Special  require- 
ment bfthe  artist,  to  which  1  have  alluded,  would  be,  m  these  days  of  educatioma 
pioffress  and  critical  bquiry,  a  welcome  addition  to  the  library  of  an  English 
genUeman, J.  R.  PLANCH^ 
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Dickens  :  The  Story  of  his  Life.    By 

Theodore  Taylor.  Uniform  with  the  **  Charles  Dickens  Edition,** 
and  forming  a  Suppli  menfary  Volume  to  that  Issue.  Crown  Sro, 
crimson  doth,  y,  id. 


Dickens'   Speeches,  Social  and  Literar>\ 

now  first  collected.  Uniform  with,  and  forming  a  Supplemen- 
tary Volume  to,  the  "Charles  Dickens  Edition."  Crown  8to, 
crimson  cloth,  31.  td, 

Dickens'  Life   and  Speeches.   In  One 

Volume,  i6mo,  cloth  extra,  2x.  6</. 


"DON   QUIXOTE"  IN  THE  ORIGINAL   SPANISH. 

El  Ingenioso  Hidalgo  Don  Quijote  de 

la  Mancha.  Nueva  Edicion,  corrida  y  revisada.  Por  Miguel 
DE  Cervantes  Saavedra.  Complete  m  one  volume,  post  8vo, 
nearly  700  pages,  cloth  extra,  price  4J.  6</. 

GIL  BLAS  IN  SPANISH. 

Historia  de  Gil    Bias   de  Santillana. 

Por  Le  Sage.  Traducida  al  Castellano  por  el  Padre  Tela.  Naex-a 
Edidon,  corregida  y  revisada.  Complete  in  One  Volume.  Post 
8vo,  cloth  extra,  nearly  600  pages,  price  \s.  6d, 

Earthward   Pilgrimage,  from  the  Next 

World  to  that  which  now  is.  By  MoNCURE  D.  Conway.  Crown 
8vo,  beautifully  printed  and  bound,  7/.  6d. 

Ellis's  (Mrs.)  Mothers  of  Great  Men. 

A  New  Edition,  with  Illustrations  by  Valentine  W.  Brobcley. 
Crown  8vo,  cloth  gilt,  over  500  pages,  6x. 

'*  Mrs.  Ellis  believes,  as  most  of  us  do,  that  the  character  of  the  mother  goes  a 
long  way  :  and,  in  illustration  of  this  doctrine,  she  has  given  us  several  lives  written 
in  her  charming,  yet  earnest,  style.  We  especially  commend  the  life  of  Byron's 
and  Napoleon's  mothers.  .  .  .  The  volume  has  some  solid  merits." — Eckc, 

"This  is  a  book  which  ought  to  be  in  the  libraries  of  all  who  interest  themselves 
in  the  education  of  women."— KiV/^tm  Mttgawtt. 

**  An  extremely  agreeable  and  readable  book and  its  value  is  not  a  litrie 

enhanced  by  Mr.  Bromley's  illustrations."— ///«a/nt/«e/  Dramatic  News. 
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Lmanuel  on  Diamonds  and  Precious 

Stones ;  Their  History,  Value,  and  Properties ;  with  Simple 
Tests  for  ascertaining  their  Reality.  By  Harry  Em  an  uel,  F.  R.  G.  S. 
"NVith  numerous  Illustrations,  Tinted  and  Plain.  A  New  Edition, 
Crown  8vd,  cloth  extra,  gilt,  6x. 

Edgar  Allan  Poe's  Prose  and  Poefrcal 

Works ;  including  Additional  Tales  and  his  fine  Critical  Essays, 


rOB*S  COTTAGE  AT  FORDHAM. 

With  a  Translation  of  Charles  Baudelaire's  "Essay."  750 
pages,  crown  8vo,  fine  Portrait  and  Illustrations,  cloth  extra,  7^.  dd, 

English    Surnames:    Their  Sources  and 

Significations.  By  Charles  Wareing  Bardsley,  M.A.  Second 
Edition,  revised  throughout,  considerably  enlarged,  and  partially 
re-written.     Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  91. 

"  Mr.  Bardsley  has  fsuthfully  consulted  the  original  mediaeval  documents  and  works 
from  which  the  origin  and  development  of  surnames  can  alone  be  satisfactorily  traced. 
He  \a&  furnished  a  vaduable  contribution  to  the  literature  of  surnames,  and  we  hope 
to  hear  more  of  him  in  this  field." — Times, 

"  Mr.  Bardsley's  volume  is  a  very  good  specime  n  of  the  work  which  the  nine- 
teenth century  can  turn  ouL  He  has  evidently  be  stowed  a  Rreat  deal  of  attention, 
not  only  upon  surnames,  but  upon  philology  in  ge  neral.  The  book  is  a  mine  of 
information." — Westminster  Review. 

"  We  welcome  this  book  as  an  important  addition  to  our  knowledge  of  an  im- 
portant and  interesting  subject"— i4/A«wr««r. 
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Enjglishman's   House  (The):  A  Practical 

Guide  to  all  interested  in  Selecting  or  Building  a  House.    By  C.  J. 

RiCHA&DSOK,  Archi- 
tect, Author  of  "  Old 
English  Mansions,** 
&c.  Third  Edition. 
With  nearly  600  lUus- 
I  trations.  Crown  8vo, 
;  cloth  extra,  7/.  6i/. 

•»•  TkU  Work  might 
not  ina^ropriaUly  bt 
tgrmed  ^' A  Book  of 
Hornet^  It  gives  every 
variety  of  AoZse,  from  a 
toorkmans  cottage  to  a 
nobleman* s  palace.  The 
book  is  intended  to  supply 
a  want  long  felt^  ris.,  a 
plain,  non^teckniceU  ac- 
count of  every  style  of 
house,,  with  the  cost  arid 
_=—_     mattner  of  building. 

Faraday's     Chemical    History    of    a 

Candle.  Lectures  delivered  to  a  Juvenile  Audience.  A  New 
Edition,  edited  by  W.  Crookes,  Esq.,  F.C.S.,  &c.  Crown  8vo, 
cloth  extra,  with  all  the  Original  Illustrations,  4/.  (xl, 

Faraday's  Various  Forces  of  Nature. 

A  New  Edition,  edited  by  W.  Crookes,  Esq.,  F.CS.,  &c  Crown 
8vo,  cloth  extra,  with  all  the  Original  Illustrations,  4J.  6</. 

FATHER   PROUT'S    REMAINS. 

Final  Reliques  of  Father  Prout.  Col- 
lected and  Edited,  from  MSS.  supplied  by  the  Family  of  the  Rev. 
Francis  Mahonky,  by  Blanchard  jERROLa       \In preparation. 

Finish    to    Life   in    and    out   of  Lon- 

don ;  or.  The  Final  Adventures  of  Tom,  Jerry,  and  Logic.  By 
Pierce  Eg  an.  Royal  8vo,  cloth  extra,  with  Spirited  Coloured 
Illustrations  by  Cruikshank,  2Ij. 

Flagellation  and  the  Flagellants. — A 

History  of  the  Rod  in  all  Countries,  from  the  Earliest  Period  to 
the  Present  Time.  By  the  Rev.  W.  Cooper,  B.A;  Second  Edition, 
revised  and  corrected,  with  numerous  Illustrations.  Thick  crown 
8vo,  cloth  extra,  gilt,  I2j.  6</. 
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Pools'  Paradise;  with  the  Many  Wonder- 
ful Ad»entuj«o  there,  as  seen  in  the  strange,  surprising  Peep- Show  of 
Professor  Wolley  Cobble.  Crown  4to,  with  nearly  350  very  funny 
Coloured  Pictures',  cloth  extra,  gilt,  7^.  6</. 


THB  PROFSSSOK'S   LSBTLB   MUSIC    LKSSON. 


Genial    Showman 


,    or,  Show  Life  in  the 

New  World.  Adventures  with  Artemus  Ward,  and  the  Story  of  bis 
Life.  By  E.  P.  Kingston.  Third  Edition.  Crown  8vo,  Illustrated 
by  Brunton,  cloth  extra,  7x.  6^. 


BUSKIN   AND    CRUIKSHANE. 

German  Popular  Stories,    Collected  by 

the  Brothers  Grimm,  and  Translated  by  Edgar  Taylor.  Edited, 
with  an  Introduction,  by  John  Ruskin.  With  22  Illustrations  after 
the  inimitable  designs  of  George  Cruikshank.  Both  Series 
complete.     Square  crown  8vo,  6s,  6d. ;  gilt  leaves,  71-.  6</. 

"  The  illustrations  of  this  volume  .  .  .  .  are  of  quite  sterling  and  admirable  art, 
in  a  class  precisely  parallel  in  elevation  to  the  character  of  the  tales  which  they 
illustrate ;  and  the  original  etchings,  as  I  have  before  said  in  the  Appendix  to<my 
•  Elements  of  Drawing/ were  unrivalled  in  masterfulness  of  touch  since  Rembrandt 
(in  tome  qualities  ot  delineation,  unrivalled  even  by  him).  ....  To  make  tome- 
wfiat  enlai^ed  copies  of  them,  looking  at  them  through  a  magniifying  glass,  and 
never  putting  two  lines  where  Cruikshank  has  put  only  one,  would  be  an  exercise  in 
decision  and  severe  drawing  which  would  leave  afterwards  little  to  be  learnt  in 
ach<x>h.**—£x(rar/ /rom  Introduction  by  John  Ruskin. 
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THE   GOLDEN   LIBRARY, 

Square  i6mo  (Tauchniu  size),  doth,  extra  gilt,  price  2/.  per  vol 

Holmes's  Autocrat  of  the  Breakfast 

Table.    With  an  Introduction  by  George  Augustus  Sala. 

Holmes's  Professor  at  the  Breakfast 

Table.    With  the  Story  of  Iris. 


Hood's  Whims   and   Oddities.     Both 

Series  complete  in  One  Volume,  with  all  the  original  Illustrations. 

Lamb's  Essays  of  Elia,  Both  Series  com- 
plete in  One  Volume. 

Leigh  Hunt's  Essays:  A  Tale  for  a  Chim- 
ney Comer,  and  other  Pieces.  Wilh  Portrait,  and  Introduction  by 
Edmund  Ollier. 

Shelley's  Early  Poems:  Queen  Mab,&c. 

Reprinted  from  the  Author's  Original  Editions.  With  E^ay  by 
Leigh  Hunt.     (First  Series  of  his  Works.) 

Shelley's  Later  Poems :  Laon  and  Cythna, 

the  Cenci,  and  other  Pieces.  Reprinted  from  the  Author's  Original 
Editions.  \Vith  an  Introductory  Essay.  (Second  Series  of  his  Works.) 

Shelley's   Miscellaneous   Poems  and 

Prose  Works.  The  Third  and  Fourth  Series,  These  Two  Volumes 
will  include  the  Posthumous  Poems,  published  by  Mrs.  Shelley 
in  1824;  the  Shelley  Papers,  published  in  1833;  the  Six  Weeks* 
Tour  (1816) ;  the  Notes  to  **  Queen  Mab,"  &c. ;  the  Marlow  and 
Dublin  Pamphlets ;  **  The  Wandering  Jew,"  a  Poem ;  and  the  two 
Novels,  **  Zastrozzi  "  and  "  St.  Irvyne."  The  three  last  now  first 
included  in  any  edition  of  Shelley.  [A^^arly  ready. 

Golden  Treasury  of  Thought.  The  Best 

En^clopsedia  of  Quotations  and  Elegant  Extracts,  from  Writers  of 
aU  Times  and  all  Countries,  ever  formed.  Selected  and  Edited  by 
Theodore  Taylor.  Crown  8vo,  very  handsomely  bound,  doth 
gilt,  and  gilt  edges,  ^s,  6d, 
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Oreat  Conde  (The),  and  the  Period  of 

tHe  Fronde :  An  Historical  Sketch.  By  Walter  FitzPatrick. 
Second  Edition,  in  2  vols.  8vo,  cloth  extra,  15J. 

Greenwood's      (James)      Wilds      of 

London  ;  Being  Descriptive  Sketches,  from  the  Personal  Observa- 
tions and  Experiences  of  the  Writer,  of  Remarkable  Scenes,  People, 
and  Places  in  London.  By  James  Greenwood,  the** Lambeth 
Casual."  With  Twelve  full-page  Illustrations  by  Alfred  Con- 
CANEN.      Crown  -Svo,  cloth  extra,  gilt,  1$.  6d. 

Hall's  (Mrs.  S.   C.)  Sketches  of  Irish 

Character.  **  Wooing  and  Wedding,"  **  Jack  t^e  Shrimp," 
•*  Peter  the  Prophet,"  **Good  and  Bad  Spirits,"  ** Mabel 
O'Neil's  Curse,"  &c.,  &c.  With  numerous  Illustrations  on  Steel 
and  Wood,  by  Daniel  Maclise,  R.A.,  Sir  John  Gilbert, \W. 
Harvey,  and  G.  Cruikshank.    Svo,  pp.  450,  cloth  extra,  'js/fid. 


"The  Irish  sketches  of  this  l^djr  resemble  Miss  Miiford's  beautiful  English 
Sketches  in  '  Our  Village,'  but  they  are  far  more  vigorous  and  picturesque  and 
bright." — BlackwooiCs  Magazine. 
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THS  HOST  COMPLETE  HOGABTH  EYEB  PUBLISHED. 

Hogarth's  Works  :  with  Life  and  Anecdotal 

Descriptions  of  the  Pictures,  by  John  Ireland  and  John  Nichols. 
The  Work  includes  i6o  Engravings,  reduced  in  exact  facsimile  of 
the  Original  Plates,  specimens  of  which  have  now  become  vwy 
scarce.  The  whole  in  Three  Series,  8vo,  cloth,  gilt,  2 2j.  fi*/.;  or, 
separately,  7x.  ti,  per  volume.     Each  Series  is  Complete  in  itself. 


THH  talkin:;  hand. 

"  Will  be  a  great  boon  to  authors  and  artists  as  well  as  amateurs.  .  .  .  Very 
cheap  and  very  complete.*' — Standard. 

"  For  all  practical  purposes  the  three  handsome  volumes  comprising  this  edition 
are  equal  to  a  collection  of  Hogarthian  prints.  We  are  qjiiite  sure  that  any  one  who 
-adds  this  work  to  his  library  will  be  amply  repaid  by  the  inexhaustible  charms  of  its 
facsimile  ^rvaXs."— Birmingham  Daily  Mail. 

"  The  plates  are  reduced  in  size,  but  yet  truthfully  reproduced.  The  best  and 
^"®,*rE***  edition  of  Hogarth's  complete  works  yet  brought  forward*  "—^«i7</ij»^A>bw. 

'  Three  very  interesting  volumes,  important  and  valuable  additions  to  the  library. 
The  edition  is  thoroughly  well  brought  out,  and  carefully  printed  ou  fine  paper."— 
Artyoumal.  "^ 

Hogarth's  Five  Days'  Frolic;  or,  Pere- 
grinations by  Land  and  Water.  Illustrated  with  Tinted  Drawings, 
made  by  Hogarth  and  Scott  during  the  Journey.  410,  b«iutifully 
printed,  cloth,  extra  gilt,  lor.  6d, 

•••  -^  graphic  and  most  extraordinary  picture  oj  the  hearty  English  times 
in  which  these  merry  artists  lived. 
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Haunted  ;  or,  Tales  of  the  Weird  and  Won- 
derful. A  new  and  entirely  original  series  of  Ghost  Stories,  by 
Francis  E,  Stain  forth.    Post  8vo,  illustrated,  boards,  2j. 

\^Nearly  ready, 

Hawthorne's  English  and  American 

Note  Books.  Edited,  with  an  Introduction,  by  Moncure  D. 
Conway.    Royal  i6mo,  paper  cover,  u.;  in  cloth,  is,  6d> 

Hone's  Scrap-Books:  The  Miscellaneous 

Writings  of  William  Hone,  Author  of  "The  Table-Book," 
**  Every-Day  Book,"  and  the  **  Year  Book :"  being  a  Supplementary 
Volume  to  those  works.  Now  first  collected.  With  Notes,  Portraits, 
and  numerous  Illustrations  of  curious  and  eccentric  objects.  Crown 
8vo,  cloth  extra.  [Prf^ring, 

MH.  HOBNE'S  EPIC. 

Orion  :  .    An  Epic   Poem,  in   Three  Books. 

By  Richard  Hengist  Horne.  With  Photographic  Portrait- 
Frontispiece.     Tenth  Edition.     Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  ^s. 

*'  Orion  will  be  admitted,  by  every  man  of  genius,  to  be  one  of  the  noblest,  if  not 
the  very  noblest  poetical  work  of  the  age.  Its  defects  are  trivial  and  conventional, 
its  beauties  intrinsic  and  supreme." — Edgar  Allan  Pob. 


Hunt's       (Robert) 

Drolls  of  Old  Cornwall ;  or, 
Popular  Romances   of  the  ^'r.. 
West  of  England.    AVith  II- ^^  f 
lustrations  by  George  Cruik-Vj 
SHANK.  Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  /f^^ 
gilt,  7x.  6d.  ^ 

•^*  *'  Mr.  Hunt's  charming  book  of   V 
the  Drolls  and  Stories  of  the  West  of 
England." — Saturday  Review. 

Irish  Guide.— How  to  Spend  a  Month 

in  Ireland.  Being  a  complete  Guide  to  the  Country,  with  an 
Appendix  containing  information  as  to  the  Fares  between  the  Prin- 
cipal Towns  in  England  and  Ireland,  and  as  to  Tourist  Arrangements 
for  the  Season.  With  a  Map  and  80 'Illustrations.  By  Sir  Cusack 
P.  RONEY.  A  New  Edition,  Edited  by  Mrs.  J.  H.  Riddell.  Crown 
8vo,  cloth  extra,  price  is.  6d. 
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Jennings'      (Hargrave) 

One  of  the  Thirty.    With  curious  Illus- 
trations.    Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  loj.  6^. 

Jennings'       (Hargrave) 

The  Rosicrucians :  Their  Rites  and 
Mysteries.  With  Chapters  on  the 
Ancient  Fire  and  Serpent  Worshippers 
and  Explanations  of  Mystic  Sjrmbols  in 
Monuments  and  Talismans  of  Primeval 
Philosophers.     Crown  8vo,   300  Illustrations,  lOf.  dd. 


Jerrold's  (Blanchard)  Cent,  per  Cent. 

A  Story  Written  on  a  Bill  Stamp.  A  New  Edition.  Fcap.  8yo, 
illustrated  boards,  u, 

NEW  WORK  BY  DOUGLAS  JERROLD. 

Jerrold's     (Douglas)    The     Barber's 

Chair,  and  The  Hedgehog  Letters.  Now  first  collected. 
Edited,  with  an  Introduction,  by  his  Son,  Blanchard  Jerrold. 
Crown  8vo,  with  Steel  Plate  Portrait  from  his  Bust,  engraved  by 
W.  H.  Mote,  cloth  extra,  ^s,  6d, 

**  No  library  is  complete  without  Douglas  Jerrold's  Works ;  erg^o,  no  library  is 
complete  without  the  '  Barber's  Chair.'  A  delightful  volume;  the  papers  are  most 
amusing':  they  abotiod  with  sly  touches  of  sarcasm ;  they  are  full  of  playful  wit  and 
Iwacy:' —Pictorial  World, 

"An  amusing  volume,  full  of  Douglas  Jerrold's  welMcnown  sharpness  and 
repartee." — Daily  News. 

**  Better  fitted  than  any  other  of  his  productions  to  give  an  idea  of  Douglas 
Jerrold's  amazing  wit ;  the  '  Barber's  Chair '  may  be  presumed  to  give  as  near  an 
approach  as  is  possible  in  print  to  the  wit  of  Jerrold's  conversation." — Examiner. 


Jerrold's    (Douglas)    Brownrigg 

Papers :  The  Actress  at  the  Duke*s  ;  Baron  von  Boots ;  Chris- 
topher Snubb ;  The  Tutor  Fiend  and  his  Three  Pupils ;  Papers  of  a 
Gentleman  at  Arms,  &c.  By  Douglas  Jerrold.  Edited  by  his 
Son,  Blanchard  Jerrold.    Post  8vo,  illustrated  lK>ards,  2j. 

Kalendars   of  Gwynedd.    Compiled  by 

Edward  Breese,  F.S.A.  With  Notes  by  William  Watkin 
Edward  Wynne,  Esq.,  F.S.A.    Demy  4to,  cloth  extra,  28x. 
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Lamb's   (Oharles)   Complete  Worksi 

in  Prose  and  Verse,  including  the  two  Series  of  Elia,  with  the  can- 
celled passages  restored,  as  first  printed  in  the  **  London  Magazine," 
together  wifi  "Satan  in  Search  of  a  Wife,"  and  other  Poems  and 
Humorous  Pieces,  now  first  collected.  Illustrated  with  Two  Por- 
traits.    Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  price  7j.  dd. 

Lamb  (Mary  &  Charles)  :  Their  Poems, 

Letters,  and  Remains.  Now  first  collected,  with  Reminiscences  and 
Notes,  byW.  Carew  .  ^^rr__-_-^=vr^^^^^^^£=-^ 
Hazlitt.  With 
Hancock's  Portrait 
of  the  Essaybt,  Fac- 
similes of  the  Title- 
pages  of  the  rare 
First  JEditions  of 
Lamb's  and  Cole- 
ridge's Works,  Fac- 
simile of  a  Page  of 
the  Original  MS.  of 
the  **  Essay  on  Roast 
Pig, "and numerous  Il- 
lustrations of  Lamb's 
Favourite  Haunts. 
Crown  8vo,  cloth  ex- 
tra, lox.  dd. ;  Large- 
paper  Copies  zis. 


ROSAMUND  gray's  COTTAGE. 

**  Mr.  W.  C.  Hazlitt  has  published  a  very  pretty  and  interesting  little  volume.  It 
has  many  pictorial  illustrations,  which  were  supplied  by  Mr.  Camden  Hotten  ;  and, 
above  all,  it  contains  a  facsimile  of  the  first  page  of  Elia  on  '  Roast  Pig.*      It  is  well 

Sot  up,  and  has  a  good  portrait  of  Elia  There  are  also  some  letters  and  poems  of 
iary  Lamb  which  are  not  easily  accessible  ekewhere." — Westminster  Review. 

*•  Must  be  consulted  by  all  future  biographers  of  the  Lambs."— /?«/(>>  News. 

"Tells  us  a  good  deal  that  is  interesting  and  something  that  is  fairly  new.  "—Cr/i/^/V. 

"Very  many  passages  will  delight  those  fond  of  literary  tnfies  ;  hardly  any 
portion  will  fail  to  have  its  interest  for  lovers  of  Charles  Lamb  and  his  sister."— 
Standard. 

"Mr.  Hazlitt's  work  is  very  important  and  valuable,  and  all  lovers  of  Ella  will 
thank  him  for  what  he  has  done." — Sunday  Times. 

**  Will  be  joyfully  received  by  all  Lambites."— C/o3tf. 

Leigh's  Carols  of  Cockayne :  Vers  de 

Society  descriptive  of  London  Life.  By  Henry  S.  Leigh.  With 
numerous  Illustrations  by  Alfred  Concanen.  Crown  Svo,  cloth 
extra,  gilt,  5j. 
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Life  In  London;  or,  The  Day  and  Night 

Scenes  of  Jerry  Hawthorn   and  Corinthian  Tom.      With    tby, 

WHOLE    OF     CrUIKSHANK'S     VERY     DrOLL     ILLUSTRATIONS,      in 

Colours,  after  the  Originals.     Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  is.  6d. 

Literary  Scraps.     A  Folio  Scrap-Book  of 

340  columns,  with  guards,  for  the  reception  of  Cuttings  from  News- 
papers, Extracts,  Miscellanea,  &c.     In  folio,  half-roan,  *J5,  6d. 

Little  London  Directory  of  1677.    The 

Oldest  Printed  List  of  the  Merchants  and  Bankers  of  London  Re- 
printed from  the  Rare  Original,  with  an  Introduction  by  John 
Camden  Hotten.     i6mo,  binding  after  the  original,  dr.  (>d, 

Longfellow's  Prose 

Works,  complete,  including  **  Outre- 
Mer,"  "Hyperion,"  "Kavanagh,'' 
"Drift-wood,*'  "On  the  Poets  and 
Poetry  of  Europe."  With  Portrait  and 
Illustrations  by  Bromley.  800  pages, 
crown  8vo,  cloth  gilt,  yx.  6</. 

•«•  The  reader  will  find  the  pre»nt  edition  rj 
Longfellow^ i  Prose  Writings  by  far  the  most 
complete  ever  issued  in  this  coniUry.  **Outre- 
Mer*'  contains  two  additional cha/ierst  restored 
from  the  first  edition;  while  *'  The  Poets  and* 
Poetry  of  Europe**  and  the  little  collection  of 
Sketches  entitled  "Driftwood,"  are  now  first 
~—^  —  *^—  introduced  to  the  English  public. 

Lost  Beauties  oftheEngllsh  Language. 

An  Appeal  to  Authors,  Poets,  Clergymen,  and  Public  Speakers. 
By  Charles  Mackay,  LL.D.     Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  6s.  6d. 

Linton's  (Mrs.  E.  Lynn)  True  History 

of  Joshua  Davidson,  Ohristian  (and  Communist.  Sixth 
Edition,  with  a  New  Preface.   SmiUl  crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  4J.  6d, 

"  In  a  short  and  vigorous  preface,  Mrs.  Linton  defends,  in  certain  points,  her 
notion  of  the  logical  outcome  of  Christianity  as  embodied  in  this  attempt  to  conceive 
how  Christ  would  have  acted,  with  whom  He  would  have  fraternised,  and  who  would 
have  declined  to  receive  Him,  had  He  appeared  in  the  present  generaticw." — 
Examiner. 


MRS.  LYNN  LINTON'S  NEW  NOVEL. 

Patricia  Kemball :  A  Novel.-  By  E.  Lynx 

Linton,  Author  of  **  Lizzie  Lorton  of  Grcyrigg,"  &c     In  Xhree 
Vols.,  crown  8vo,  price  31J.  6d.  [On  N<nf,  15. 
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Log  of  the    Water    Lily,  during  Three 

Cruises  on  the  Rhine,  Neckar,  Main,  Moselle,  Danube,  Saone,  and 
Rhone.  By  R.  B.  Mansfield,  B.A.  Illustrated  by  Alfred 
Thompson,  B.  A.  Fifth  Edition,  revised  and  considerably  Enlarged. 
Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  gilt,  5j. 

Madre  Natura  verBus'\\\^\ 

Moloch  of  Fashion.     A  Social  Essay. 

By  Luke  Limner.    With  32  Illustrations 

by  the  Author.  Fourth  Edition,  revised, 

corrected,  and  enlarged.     Crown  8vo,  cloth 

extra  gilt,  red  edges,  price  2x.  6^. 

*'  Bravo,  Luke  Limner  !    In  this  treatise,  aptly  and  ^ 
ably  illustrated,  the  well-known  artist  scathingly  ex- 
poses the  evils  of  the  present  fashions— more  espe- 
cially of  tight-lacing.    Girls  should  be  made  to  learn  it 
by  heart,  and  act  on  its  precepts."— /*««. 

"  Aereeably  written  and  amusingly  illustrated.     Common  sense  and  erudition  arc 
brought  to  bear  on  the  subjects  discussed  in  \\."~Lanc€t. 

*'  A  fanciful  little  volume.     A  thing  'to  read,  and  in  parts  very  amusing."—  Jud^. 

*'  Luke  Limner's  amusing  and  instructive  book  is  calculated  to  do  not  a  Uttlc  ^ 
good.*'— EcA4f, 


Magna  Charta.    An  exact  Facsimile  of  the 

Original  Document,  preserved  in  the  British  Museum,  very  carefully 
-  drawn,  and  printed  on  fine  plate  paper,  nearly  3  feet  long  by  2  feet 
wide,  with  the  Arms  and  Seals  of  the  Barons  elaborately  emblazoned 
in  Gold  and  Colours.  A.D.  12 15.  Price  5.;.;  or,  handsomely  framed 
and  glazed,  in  carved  oak,  of  an  antique  pattern,  22^.  6d. 

A  full  Translation,  with  Notes,  printed  on  a  large  sheet,  price  6d, 

AUTHOR'S  OOHREOTED  EDITION. 

Mark  Twain's  Choice  Works.    Revised 

and  Corrected  throughout  by  the  Author.    With  Life,  Portrait,  and 
numerous  Illustrations.     700  pages,  cloth  extra  gilt,  p,  6d, 


Mark  Twain's  Pleasure  Trip  on  the 

Continent  of   Europe,     With  Frontispiece.      500  pages,  illus- 
trated boards,  2J« ;  or  cloth  extra,  2J.  6d, 

Marston's  (Dr.  Westland)  Poetical  and 

Dramatic  Works.    A  New  and  Collected  Edition  is  now  in  prc- 
pamtion. 
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MR.   PHILIP  MABSTOirS  POEMS. 

Song   Tide,  and  other  Poems.     By  Philip 

BouRKB  Marston.  SECOND  EDITION.     Crown  8vo,  cloth  cxtra,  Sf. 

"  Thb  U  a  fir^  work  of  cztnordtnary  performance  and  of  still  more  extraordlaarT 
promise.  The  youngest  school  of  English  poetry  has  recetYed  an  important  acces- 
sion to  its  ranks  in  Philip  Bourke  'M.»nton.**—ExamtHrr. 

**  Mr.  Marston  has  fairly  established  his  claim  to  be  heard  as  a  poeL  •  •  -  •  His 
present  volume  is  well  worthy  of  careful  perusal,  as  the  uttoance  of  a  poetic,  cul- 
tivated mind." — Standard. 

**  We  have  spoken  plainly  of  some  defects  in  the  poetry  before  us,  but  we  haTC 
read  much  of  it  with  interest,  and  even  admiration."— /'a//  JUaU  Gaxette. 

All  in  All :  Poems  and  Sonnets.     By  Philip 

Bourke  Marston.     Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  8x. 

Mayhew's  London  Characters :  Illus- 
trations of  the  Humour,  Pathos,  and  Peculiarities  of  London  Life. 
By  Henry  Mayhew,  Author  of  **  London  Labour  and  the  London 
Poor,"  and  other  Writers.  With  nearly  loo  graphic  Illustrations 
by  W.  S.  Gilbert,  and  others.     Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  df. 

"  Well  fiiUUs  the  promise  of  its  title.  .  .  The  book  is  an  eminently  intorstios 
one,  and  will  probably  attract  many  readers."— Ce>«r^  Circular. 

Memorials  of  Manchester  Streets.  By 

Richard  Wright  Procter.  W^ilh  an  Appendix,  containing 
**The  Chetham  Library,"  by  Tames  Crossley,  F.S.A.  ;  and  •*01d 
Manchester  and  its  Worthies,'"^  by  James  Croston,  F.S.A.  Demy 
8vo,  cloth  extra,  with  Photographic  Frontispiece  and  numerous 
Illustrations,  15^. 

Monumental  Inscriptions  of  the  West 

Indies,  from  the  Earliest  Date,  with  Genealogical  and  Historical 
Annotations,  &c.,  from  Original,  Local,  and  other  Sources.  Illus- 
trative of  the  Histories  and  Genealogies  of  the  Seventeenth  Century^ 
the  Calendars  of  State  Papers,  Peerages,  and  Baronetages.  With 
Engravings  of  the  Arms  of  the  principal  Families.  Chiefly  collected 
on  the  spot  by  the  Author,  Capt.  J,  H.  La%vrence- Archer.  Demy 
4to,  cloth  extra,  42J.  [Nearly  ready. 

Muses   of  Mayfair:    Vers  de  Soci6t6   of 

the  Nineteenth  Century.  The  best  Society- Verses  of  the  most 
important  Writers  of  the  last  80  years,  including  Tennyson, 
Browning,  Swinburne,  Rossetti,  Jean  Ingelow,  Locker, 
Ingoldsby,  Hood,Lytton,  C.  S.  C,  Landor,  Henry  S.  Leigh, 
and  very  many  others.  Edited  by  H.  Cholmondeley-Pennell, 
Author  of  "  Puck  on  Pegasus."  Beautifully  printed,  cloth  extra  gilt, 
gilt  edges,  uniform  with  **  The  Golden  Treasury  of  Thought,"  ^s.6(i. 
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MB.  O'SHAUGHNESSY'S  POEMS. 

IVIusic  and  Moonlight:  Poems  and  Songs. 

By  Arthur  O'Shaughnessy,  Author  of  "An  Epic  of  Women." 

Fcap.  8vo,  cloth  extra,  *js,  dd. 

"  It  is  difficult  to  say  which  is  more  exquisite,  the  technical  perfection  of  structure 
a.nd  melody,  or  the  delicate  pathos  of  thought.  Mr.  O'Shaugrmessy  will  enrich  our 
literature  with  some  of  the  very  best  songs  written  in  our  generation."— -<4ctfrf^w^. 

An    Epic   of   Women,  and  other  Poems. 

Second  Edition.    Fcap.  8vo,  cloth  extra,  6j. 

"  Of  the  formal  art  of  poetry  he  is  in  many  senses  quite  a  master  ;  his  metres  are 
not  only  good,— they  are  his  own,  and  often  of  an  invention  most  felicitous  as  well 
as  catx^xm*'^ Academy,  

Lays  of  France.     (Founded  on  the  "  Lays 

of  Marie.")    Second  Edition.     Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  lOf.  6</. 

"  As  we  have  before  remarked  in  noticing  an  earlier  volume  of  his,  this  modern 
votary  of  Marie  has,  in  imaginative  power,  keen  intuition,  and  ear,  a  genuine  claim 
to  be  writing  poetry,  as  things  go  now.  .  .  .  And  Mr.  O'S.  is  also  an  accomplished 
master  in  those  peculiar  turns  of  rhythm  which  are  designed  to  reproduce  the 
manner  of  the  mediaeval  originals."— 5"a/«n/dry  Review. 

Mystery   of   the    Good    Old    Cause: 

Sarcastic  Notices  of  those  Members  of  the  Long  Parliament  that 
held  Places,  both  Civil  and  Military,  contrary  to  the  Self-denying 
Ordinance  of  April  3,  1645  ;  with  the  Sums  of  Money  and  Lands 
they  divided  among  themselves.     Small  410,  half-morocco,  *js,  6d, 

Napoleon  lll.i  the  Man  of  His  Time; 

from  Caricatures.  Part  I.  The  Story  of  the  Life  of  Napo- 
leon IIL,  as  told  by  J.  M.  Has  well.  Part  II.  The  Same 
Story,  as  told  by  the  Popular  Caricatures  of  the  past  Thirty- 
five  Years.  Crown  8vo,  with  Coloured  Frontispiece  and  over  100 
Caricatures,  yj.  6d. 

Original  Lists  of  Persons  of  Quality; 

Emigrants  ;  Religious  Exiles  ;  Political  Rebels  ;  Serving  Men  Sold 
for  a  Term  of  Years ;  Apprentices ;  Children  Stolen ;  Maidens 
Pressed  ;  and  others  who  went  from  Great  Britain  to  the  American 
Plantations,  1600- 1700.  With  their  Ages,  the  Localities  where  they 
formerly  Lived  in  the  Mother  Country,  Names  of  the  Ships  in 
which  they  embarked,  smd  other  interesting  particulars.  From 
MSS.  preserved  in  the  State  Paper  pepartment  of  Her  Majesty's 
Public  Record  Office,  England.  Edited  by  John  Camden 
Hotten.  a  very  handsome  volume,  crown  4to,  cloth  gilt,  700  pages, 
38X.     A  few  Large  Paper  copies  have  been  printed,  price  60s, 
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THE  OLD  DRAMATISTS. 

Ben  Jonson's  Works.  With  Notes,  Criti- 
cal and  Explanatory,  and  a  Biographical  Memoir  by  Wiiuj^ 
GiFFORD.  Edited  by  Lieut. -CoL  Francis  Cunningham.  Cob- 
plete  in  ^3  vols.,  crown  8vo,  cloth  extra  gilt,  with  Paztrait,  prise 
6j.  each.'  

George  Chapman's  Plays,  Complete,  from 

the  Original  Quartos,  including  those  Plays  in  which  he  was  only 
partly  concerned.  Edited  by  Richard  Herne  Shepherd.  Cn>wn 
8vo,  cloth  extra  gilt,  with  Portrait  Frontispiece,  price  6x. 


George  Chapman's  Poems  and  Minor 

Translations.  Complete,  including  some  Pieces  now  first  printed 
from  the  MS.  in  the  Bodleian  Library,  Oxford.  With  an  Introduction 
by  Algernon  Charles  Swinburne.  Crown  8vo,  with  Frontis- 
piece, cloth  extra,  6j.  

George   Chapman's  Translations   of 

Homers  Iliad  and  Odyssey.  Edited  by  Richard  Herns 
Shepherd.     In  one  volume,  crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  6j. 

Christopher  Marlowe's  Works;  In- 
cluding his  Translations.     Edited,  with  Notes  and  Introduction, 

.  by.  Lieut. -Col.  F.  Cunningham.  Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra  gilt,  with 
Portrait,  price  (>s,  

Philip     Massinger's    Plays.    From  the 

Text  of  Wm.  Gifford.  With  the  addition  of  the  Tragedy  of 
*•  Believers  You  List."  Edited  by  Lieut. -CoL  Francis  Cunning- 
ham.    Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra  gilt,  with  Portrait,  price  dx. 

OLD  BOOKS— FACSIMILE  REPRINTS. 
Rump  (The);    or,    An  Exact  Collection  of 

the  choicest  Poems  and  Songs  relating  to  the  late  Times,  and 
continued  by  the  most  eminent  Wits ;  from  Anno  1639  to  1661.  A 
Facsimile  Reprint  of  the  rare  Originad  Edition  (London,  1662),  with 
Frontispiece  and  Engraved  Title-page.  In  2  vols.,  large  fcap.  8vo, 
printed  on  antique  laid  paper,  and  bound  in  antique  boards,  17/.  6(/.; 
or  Large  Paper  copies,  301. 

74  <5r*  75.  PICCADILLY,  LONDON,  IF. 


Digitized 


by  Google 


BOOKS  PUBLISHED  BY  CffATTO  6-  WINDUS,      as 
Facsimile  RETRiHTS-^oniinuai* 

D'Urfey's   ("Tom")  Wit   and    Mirth; 

or.  Pills  to  Purge  Melancholy  :  Being  4i  Collection  of  the 
l>est  Merry  Ballads  and  Songs, -Old  and  New.  Fitted  to  all  Hu- 
mours, having  each  their  proper  Tune  for  either  Voice  or  Instrument : 
most  of  the  Songs  being  new  set.  London:  Printed  by  W. 
X*earson,  for  J.  Tonson,  at  Shakespeare's  Head,  over.-against  Cathe- 
rine Street  in  the  Strand,  1 719.  An  exact  reprint.  In  6  vols., 
large  fcap.  8vo,  antique  boards,  edges  uncut,  beautifully  printed 
on  laid  paper,  made  expressly  for  the  work,  £^  y, 

Wlusarum  Deliciae;  or,  The  Muses'  Re- 
creation, 1656;  Wit  Restored,  1658*5  and  Wit's  Recreations,.  1640. 
The  whole  compared  with  the  originals  ;  with  all  the  Wood  Engrav- 
ings, Plates,  Memoirs,  and  Notes.  A  New  Edition,  in  2  vols.,  post 
8vo,  beautifully  printed  on  antique  laid  papyer,  and  bound  in  antique 
boards,  21s,     A  few  Lai^e  Paper  copies  have  been  prepared,  at  35^. 

English    Rogue    (The),  described  in  the 

Life  of  Meriton  Latroon,  and  other  Extravagants,  comprehendmg 
the  most  Eminent  Cheats  of  both  Sexes.  By  Richard  Head  and 
Francis  Kirkman.  A  Facsimile  Reprint  of  the  rare  Original  Edition 
(1665-1672),  with  Frontispiece,  Facsimiles  of  the  12  copper  plates, 
and  Portraits  of  the  Authors.  In  4  volumes,  large  foolscap  8vo, 
beautifully  printed  on  antique  laid  paper,  made  expressly,  and  boimd 
in  antique  boards,  36J.;  or  Large  Paper  copies,  60s, 

Ireland    Forgeries. —  Confessions   of 

William-Henry  Ireland.  •  Containing  the  Particulars  of  his 
Fabricatic  n  of  the  Shakspeare  Manuscripts ;  together  with  Anecdotes 
and  Opinions  (hitherto  unpublbhed)  of  many  Distinguished  Persons 
in  the  Literary,  Political,  and  Theatrical  World.  A  Facsimile 
Reprint  from  the  Original  Edition,  with  several  additional  Fac- 
similes. Fcap.  8vo,  printed  on  antique  laid  paper,  and  bound  in 
antique  boards,  dos.  6d.',  a  few  Large  Paper  copies,  at  2IJ. 
— » : 

Grose's    Dictionary    of    the    Vulgar 

Tongue.  1785.  An  unmutilated  Reprint  of  the  First  Edition. 
Quarto,  bound  in  half-Roxburghe,  gilt  top,  price  &r. 

Joe  Miller's  Jests:  the  politest  Repartees, 

most  elegant  Bon-Mots,  and  most  pleasing  short  Stories  in  the 
English  Language.  London:  printed  by  T.  Read,  1739.  A  Fac- 
simile of  the  Original  Edition.     8vo,  half-morocco,  9j.  td, 
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Old    Prose    Stories    whence   Tennyson's 

*'  Idylls  of  the  King''  wa«  taken.  By  B.  M.  Ranking.  Royal 
l6ino,  paper  cover,  ix.  ;  cloth  extra,  u.  (>d, 

OLD     SHEKABBY'S    WORKS. 

Forest  and   Field  :  Life  and  Adventure  in 

Wild  Africa.  By  the  Old  Shekaery.  With  Eight  Illustrations. 
Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  gilt,  dr. 

Wrinkles;    or,    Hints    to    Sportsmen     and 

Travellers  upon  Dress,  Equipment,  Armament,  and  Camp  Life. 
By  the  Old  bHEKARRY.  A  New  Edition,  with  Illustrations.  Small 
crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  gilt,  6j. 

OUIDA'S  NOVELS. 

Uniform  Edition,  each  Complete  in  One  Volume,  crown  Svo,  red 
cloth  extra,  price  5^.  each. 

Folle  Farine. 


Idalia : .  A  Romance. 

Chandos :  A  Novel. 

Under  Two  Flags. 

Cecil  Castlemaine's 
Gage. 

Tricot rin  :  The  Story  of  a 
Waif  and  Stray. 

Pascarbl :  Only  a  Story. 


Held    In    Bondage;    or, 

Granville  de  Vigne. 
Puck :     His    Vicissitudes, 
Adventures,  &t. 

A  Dog  of  Flanders,  and 

other  Stories. 

Strath  more ;  or,  Wrought 

by  his  Own  Hand. 

Two     Litttle     Wooden 
Shoes. 


Parochial   History  of  the  County   of 

Cornwall.  Compiled  from  tne  best  Authorities,  and  corrected  and 
improved  from  actual  Survey.  4  vols.  4to,  cloth  extra,  ;f  3  3J.  the 
set ;  or,  separately,  the  first  three  volumes,  l6x.  each ;  the  fourth 
volume,  l&r. 

Plain   English.      By  John  Hollingshead, 

of  the  Gaiety  Theatre.     Crown  8vo,  illust  cover,  u.      \PrepariMg. 

Private    Book    of  Useful  Alloys   and 

Memoranda  for  Goldsmiths  and  Jewellers.  By  James  £. 
Collins,  C.E.    Roy&l  i6mo,  y,  (>d. 
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Seventh  Edition  of 

IPuck  on  Pegasus.    By  H.  Cholmondeley- 

X^ENNELL.     Profusely  illustrated  by  the  late  John  Lbech,  H.  K. 

^BuowNE^  Sir  Noel   Paton,  John  Millais,  John   Tenniel, 

X^ichard  Doyle,  Miss  Ellen  Edwards,  and  other  artists.    A 

I^ew  Edition  (the  Seventh),  crown  8 vo,  cloth  extra,  gilt,  price  5j.; 
or  gilt  edges,  dr. 

*  •  The  book  is  clever  and  amusing,  vigorous  and  healthy.*' — Saturday  Rtvieat. 

•*  The  epigrammatic  drollery  o£  Mr.  Cholmondeley-Pennell's  'Puck on  Pegasus' 
»&  -wrell  known  to  many  of  our  readers.  .  .  .  The  present  (the  sixth)  is  a  superb 
sind  handsomely  printed  and  illustrated  edition  of  the  book." — Times, 

•*  Specially  fit  for  reading  in  the  family  circle.*' — Observer. 

By  the  same  Author. 

IVIodern     Babylon,     and    other     Poems, 

Small  crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  gilt,  4r.  6^. 

"An  Awfully  Jolly  Book  tor  Parties." 

Punian  a:  Thoughts 

Wise  and  Otherwise.  By  the 
Hon.  Hugh  Rowley.  Best 
Book  of  Riddles  and  Puns 
'  ever  formed.  With  nearly  100 
exquisitely  Fanciful  Drawings. 
Contains  nearly  3000  of  the 
best  Riddles,  and  10,000  most 
outrageous  Puns,  and  is  one  of 
the  most  Popular  Books  ever 
issued.  New  Edition,  small 
quarto,  green  and  goldj  gilt 
edges,  price  6j. 
*  Enormous  ^  burlesque  —  unan- 


proachable    and    pre-eminent.  ^ 

think  this  very  queer  volume  wi 

a  favourite.  We  should  suggest  that, 

to   a    dull  person  desirous   to  get 

credit  with  the  young  holiday  people,  it  would  be  good  policy  to  invest  in  the  book, 


to   a    dull  person  desirous   to  get 

credit  with  the  young  holiday  people, 

and  dole  it  out  by  instalments."— ^a/«n/ay  Review, 


Also, 

More  Pun iana.  By  the  Hon.  Hugh  Rowley. 

Containing  nearly  100  beautifully  executed  Drawings,  and  a  splendid 
Collection  of  Riddles  and  Puns,  rivalling  those  in  the  First  Volume. 
Small  4to,  green  and  gold,  gilt  edges,  uniform  with  the  First 
Series,  price  oj, 
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COMPANiON  TO  *'  CUSSANS*  HERALDRY." 

Pursuivant  of  Arms  (The); 

or,  Heraldry  founded  upon  Facts.  A 
Popular  Guide  to  the  Science  of  Heraldry. 
By  J.  R.  PLANCHfi,  Esq.,  F.S.A., 
Somerset  Herald.  To  which  are  added. 
Essays  on  the  Badges  of  the  Houses  of 
Lancaster  and  York.  A  New  Edition, 
enlarged  and  revised  by  the  Author,  illus- 
trated with  Coloured  Frontispiece,  five 
full-page  Plates,  and  about  200  lUostra- 
tions.  Crown  8vo,  beautifully  bound  in 
cloth,  with  Emblematic  Design,  extra  gilt, 
7^.  6a'. 


Important  to  all  Interested  in  Mines. 

Practical  Assayer :    A  Guide  to  Miners 

and  Explorers.     By  Oliver  North.     With  Tables  and  Illustrative 

Woodcuts.     Crown  8vo,  7j.  dd. 

•»•  This  hook  fixfes  directions,  in  the  simplest  form,  for  assaying  hullion.  atu£  the 
baser  metals  by  the  cheapest,  quickest,  and  best  meth^s.  Those  interested  im 
mining pro^rty  will  be  enabled,  by/ollbwingits  instructions,  to  form  a  tolerably 
correct  idea  oj  the  value  of  ores,  without  previous  knowledge  of  assaying;  vAiio 
to  the  young  man  seeking  his  fortune  in  mining  countries  it  is  indispensable . 

**  Likely  to  prove  extremely  useful.  The  instructions  are  clear  and  predse." — 
Chemist  and  Druggist. 

"  We  cordially  recommend  this  compact  little  volume  to  all  engaged  in  mining 
cnterprize,  and  especially  to  explorers." — Monetary  and  Mining  Review, 

"An  admirable  little  volume." — Mining  Journal , 

aUSTAYE  DORA'S  DEBiaNB. 

Rabelais'   Works.        Faithfully   translated 

from  the  French,  with  variorum  Notes,  and  numerous  charac- 
teristic Illustrations  by  Gustave  Dor£.  Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra, 
700  pages.     Price  *js.  6d, 

Uniform  with  **  Wonderfui.  Characters." 

Remarkable    Trials    and    Notorious 

Characters.  From  "Half-Hanged  Smith,"  1700,  to  Oxford,  who 
shot  at  the  Queen,  1840.  By  Captain  L.  Benson.  With  spirited 
full-page  Engravings  by  Phiz.     8vo,  550  pages,  7j.  td. 

Rochefoucauld's      Reflections      and 

Moral  Maxims.  With  Introductory  Essay  by  Sainte-Beuve,  and 
Explanatory  Notes.  Royal  i6mo,  elegantly  printed,  is,  ;  cloth 
neat,  l^.  6d. 
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Reminiscences  of  the    late  Thomas 

Assheton  Smith,  Esq. ;  or,  The  Pursuits  of  an  English  Country 
Gentleman.  By  Sir  J.  E.  Eardley  Wilmot,  Bart.  A  New  and 
Revised  Edition,  with  Steel-plate  Portrait,  and  plain  and  coloured 
Illustrations.     Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  'js.  6d, 

R  0 1 1  of  Batt  I  e  A  b  bey ;  or,  A  List  of  the  Prin- 

cipal  Warriors  who  came  over  from  Normandy  with  William  the 
Conqueror,  and  Settled  in  this  Country,  A.D.  1066-7.  Carefully 
drawn,  and  printed  on  fine  plate  paper,  nearly  three  feet  by  two 
feet,  with  the  Arms  of  the  principal  Barons  elaborately  emblazoned 
in  Gold  and  Colours.  Price  ^s.  ;  or,  handsomely  framed  in  carved 
oak  of  an  antique  pattern,  22s,  6d. 

Roll  of  Caerlaverock,  the  Oldest  Heraldic 

Roll ;  including  the  Original  Anglo-Norman  Poem,  and  an  English 
Translation  of  the  MSi  in  the  British  Museum.  By  Thomas 
Wright,  M.A.  The  Arms  emblazoned  in  Gold  and  Colours.  In 
4to,  very  handsomely  printed,  extra  gold  cloth,  I2J. 

Roman   Catholics   in    the  County  of 

York  in  1604.  Transcribed  from  the  Original  MS.  in  the  Bodleian 
Library,  and  Edited,  with  Genealogical  Notes,  by  Edward  Pea- 
cock, F.S.A.,  Editor  of  **Army  Lists  of  the  Roimdheads  and 
Cavaliers,  1642."     Small  4to,  handsomely  printed  and  bound,  15X. 

*«*  Gtfualogisis  and  Aniiauaries  will  find  muck  new  and  curious  matter  in 
this  work.  An  elaborate  Index  refers  to  every  name  in  the  volume,  among  which 
vill  be  found  many  o/the  highest  local  interest. 

Ross's  (Chas.  H.)  Story  of  a  Honey- 
moon. A  New  Edition  of  this  charmingly  humorous  book, 
with  numerous  Illustrations  by  the  Author.  Fcap.  8vo,  illustrated 
boards,  2j. 

School  Life  at  Winchester  College; 

or.  The  Reminiscences  of  a  Winchester  Junior.  By  the  Author  of 
"The  Log  of  the  Water  Lily;*'  and  **The  Water  Lily  on  the 
Danube."    Second  Edition,  Revised,  Coloured  Plates,  is,  6d, 

Schopenhauer's  The  World  Con- 
sidered as  Will  and  Imagination.  Translated  by  Dr.  Franz 
HiJFFER,  Author  of  **  Richard  Wagner  and  the  Music  of  the 
Future."  \In  prfparation, 
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THE    "SECRET    OUT"    SERIES. 

Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  profusely  Illustrated,  price  4J.  6rfL  per  VoL 

Art  of  Amusing.    A  Collection  of  Graceful 

Arts,  Games,  Tricks,  Puzzles,  and  Charades,  intended  to  Amnse 
Everybody.     By  Frank  Bkllew.     With  nearly  300  Illustrations. 

Hanky-Panky.      A    Wonderful    Book    of 

Very  Easy  Tricks,  Very  Difficult  Tricks,  White  Ma^c,  Sleight  of 
Hand ;  in  fact,  all  those  startling  Deceptions  which  the  Great 
Wizards  call  *'  Hanky-Panky."  Edited  by  W.  H.  Cremer.  With 
nearly  200  Illustrations. 

Magician's  Own  Book.  Ample  Instruc- 
tion for  Performances  with  Cups  and  Balls,  Eggs,  Hats,  Hand- 
kerchiefsy  &c.  All  from  Actual  Experience.  Edited  by  W.  H. 
Cremer.     With  200  Illustrations. 

Magic  No  Mystery.  TV  Splendid  Collection 

of  Tricks  with  Cards,  Dice,  Balls,  &c.,  with  fully  descriptive  work- 
'    ing  Directions.     With  very  numerous  Illustrations.      [Nearly  ready. 

Merry  Circle  (The),  dnd  How  the  Visitors 

were  entertained  during  Twelve  Pleasant  Evenings.  A  Book  of 
New  Intellectual  Games  and  Amusements.  Edited  by  Mrs.  Clara 
Bellew.     With  numerous  Illustrations. 

Secret  Out ;  or,  One  Thousand  Tricks  with 

Cards,  and  other  Recreations;  with  Entertaining  Experiments  in 
Drawing  Room  or  «•  White  Magic"  Edited  by  W.  H.  Cremer. 
With  300  Engravings. 

Shelley's    Early    Life.      From    Original 

Sources.  With  Curious  incidents.  Letters,  and  WritinK,  now 
First  Published  or  Collected.  By  Denis  Florence  Mac-Carthy. 
Crown  8vo,  with  Illustrations,  440  pages,  7j.  dd, 

•»•  Th*  po«ft  loUtkal  pamphUtt,  aeto0catiHg  Homt  RuU  and  other  Hgkis, 
Of  kert^/or  tkejirst  time  litHn  in  a  colUcUd/orm, 

Sheridan's     Complete    Works,     with 

Life  and  Anecdotes.  Xndudine  his  Dramatic  Writings,  printed 
from  the  Original  Editions,  his  Works  in  Prose  and  Poetry,  Trans- 
lations, Speedies,  Jokes,  Puns,  &c.;  with  a  Collection  of  Sheridan- 
iana.  Crown  8vo,  cloth  gilt,  with  10  beaotifiilly  executed  Portraits 
and  Scenes  from  his  Plays,  *js,  6d, 
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Signboards:  Their 

History.  With  Anecdotes  of 
Famous  Taverns  and  Remark^ 
able  Characters.  By  Jacob 
Larwood  and  John  Camden 
HoTTEN.  Seventh  Edition. 
Crown  8to,  cloth  extra,  7/.  6t/. 

**  ItisnotCaurontliepaitof  arerioier 
to  pick  out  the  plums  of  an  asthor's  bock, 
thus  filching  away  his  cream,  and  lca«  u.  ^ 
little  but  skun-nmk  remaining;  but,  ever, 
if  we  were  ever  so  malidoosly  inclinec, 
■we  could  not  ia  theiHTsent  instance  pick 
out  all  Messrs.  Larwood  and  Hottcn's 
plums,  because  the  good  things  are  so 
numerous  as  to  defy  the  most  wholesale 
depredation.'*— r^**  Times. 

•«•  Nearly  xoo  mott  curious  illuttratums  on  wood  are  given,  skomng  ike  signs 
Vfhxch  wereformerly  hung  from  taverns,  ^»c. 


HELP  ME  THROUGH  THIS  WORLD  ! 


^HANDBOOK  OF  COUiOQUIAUSMS. 

The  Stang    Dictionary: 

Etymological,  Historical,  and  An^otal. 
An  Entirely  New  Edition,  revised 
throughout,  and  considerably  Enlarged, 
containing  upwards  of  a  thousand  more 
words  than  the  last  edition.  Crown  8vo, 
with  Curious  Illustrations,  cloth  extra, 
6s,  ed, 

*'  Peculiarly  a  book  which  '  no  gentleman's  library 
THE  WEDGE  AND  THE  WOODEN  should  be  without, 'while  to  costermongers  and  thieves 
6P00N.  it  is  absolutely  indispensable." — Dis/atck. 

"  Interesting  and  curious.  Contains  as  many  as  it  was  possible  to  collect  of  all  the 
words  and  phrases  of  modem  slang  in  use  at  the  present  time." — Public  Opinion, 

**  In  every  way  a  great  improvement  on  the  edition  of  1864.  Its  uses  as  a  dictionary 
of  the  very  vulgar  tongue  do  not  require  to  be  explained." — Notes  and  Queries. 

**  Compiled  with  most  exacting  care,  and  based  on  the  best  authorities."— ^/rtW^n/. 

"  In  *lTie  Slang  Dictionary  *  we  have  not  only  a  book  that  reflects  credit  upon  the 
philologist :  it  is  also  a  volume  that  will  repay,  at  any  time,  a  dip  into  its  humorous 
^p^gcs.— Figaro. 


WSST-SND  lilFS  AKD  DOINaS. 

Story    of  the    London     Parks.       By 

Jacob  Larwood.    With   numerous    Illustrations,    Coloured   and 
Flain.    In  One  thick  Volume,  crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  gilt,  7/.  (td. 


•.•  A  most  inieresHngwork,  giv\ 
door  resorU^/rom  the  earliest  ^— * 


a  complete  History  ^  these/avourite  out'^* 
to  the  present  titne. 
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A  KEEPSAKE  FOR  SMOKERS. 

Smoker's    Text-Book.       By  J.   Hamer, 

F.R.S.L.    Exquisitely  printed  from  "silver-faced"  type,  cloth,  Tcry 
neat,  gilt  edges, '2/.  td.y  post  free. 


CHARMING     NEW     TRAVEL-BOOK. 

h  i 


*  It  may  be  we  shall  touch  the  happy  isles. 


Summer  Cruising  in  the  South  Seas, 

By  Charles  Warren*  Stoddard.  With  Twenty-five  Engrav- 
ings on  Wood,  drawn  by  Wallis  Mackay.  Crown  8vo,  cloth, 
extra  gilt,  7/.  6^. 

"This  is  a  very  amusina  book,  and  full  of  that  quiet  humour  for  which  the 
Americans  are  so  famous.  We  have  not  space  to  enumerate  all  the  picturesque 
descriptions,  the  poetical  thoughts,  which  have  so  charmed  us  in'this  volume ;  but  we 
recommend  our  readers  to  go  to  the  South  Seas  with  Mr.  Stoddard  in  his  prettily 
illustrated  and  amusingly  written  little  book." — Vanity  Fair. 

"  Mr.  Stoddard's  book  is  deli^htfiil  reading,  and  in  Mr  Wallis  Mackay  he  has 
found  a  most  congenial  and  poetical  \}X\xiim<x.**— Bookseller, 

"A  remarkable  book,  which  has  a  certain  wild  picturesqueness."— >S'/^Mu£sn/. 

"The  author's  experiences  are  very  amusingly  related,  and,  in  parts,  with  much 
freshness  and  originality." — Judy. 

"  Mr.  Stoddard  is  a  humourist;  '  Summer  Cruising'  has  a  good  deal  of  undeni- 
abl^amusement.  **— Nation, 
.—J — « . 
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Syntax's  (Dr.)  Three  Tours.    With  the 

-whole  of  Rovvlandson's  very  droll  full-page  Illustrations,  in 
Colours,  after  the  Original  Drawings.  Comprising  the  well-known 
Tours— I.  In  Search  of  the  Picturesque.  2.  In  Search 
OF  Consolation.  3.  In  Search  of  a  Wife.  The  Three 
Series  Complete,  with  a  Life  of  the  Author  by  John  Camden 
Hotten,     Medium  8vo,  cloth  extra,  gilt,  price  7j.  td, 

Theseus:    A    Greek    Fairy    Legend. 

Illustrated,  in  a  series  of  Designs  in  Gold  and  Sepia,  by  John  Moyr 
Smith.     With  descriptive  text.     Oblong  folio,  price  *J5.  6d. 


THBODORK  HOOK*S  HOUSE,   NKAR  PUTNBV. 

Theodore  Hook'a.Choice  Humorous 

Works,  with  his  Ludicrous  Adventures,  Bons-mots,  Puns,  and 
Hoaxes.  With  a  new  Life  of  the  Author,  Portraits,  Facsimiles, 
and  Illustrations.     Crown  8vo,  600  pages,  cloth  extra,  ^s.  6d. 

*«*  "As  a  wit  and  humourist  of  the  highest  order  his  name  will  be  preserved.  His 
political  songs  and  j'tux  tTtspritt  when  the  hour  comes  for  collecting  them,  will 
form  a  volume  qf  tttrUng  »^  Ituting  aUracium  I  "—J.  G.  Lockhart. 
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MR.  SWINBURNE'S  WORKS. 


Second  Edition  now  ready  of 

Both  well  :     A    Tragedy.       By  Algernon 

Charles  Swinburne.     Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  pp.  540,  i2j.  6/. 

"  Mr.  Swinburne's  most  prejudiced  critic  cannot,  we  think,  deny  that  *■  DochwcH' 
is  a  poem  of  a  wtry  high  character.  Every  line  bears  traces  of  power,  indiridnaiity, 
and  vivid  imagination.  The  versification,  while  characteristically  supple  and  melo- 
dious, also  atuins,  in  spite  of  some  affectations,  to  a  sustained  strengtn  and  d^nity 
of  a  remarkable  kind.  Mr.  Swinburne  is  not  only  a  master  of  the  music  Slan- 
guage, but  he  has  that  indescribable  touch  which  (usdoses  the  true  poet — dw  toocfc 
that  lifts  from  off  the  ground." — Saturday  Review. 

••  It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that,  should  he  never  write  anything  more,  the  poet 
has  by  this  work  firmly  established  his  position,  and  given  us  a  poem  upon  wlu^Ms 
Ciune  may  safely  rest.  He  no  longer  indulges  in  that  frequent  aUiteration,  or  that 
oppressive  wealth  of  imagery  and  colour,  which  gave  rhythm  and  splendour  to  smae 
of  his  works,  but  would  have  been  out  of  place  in  a  grand  historical  poem ;  we  hare 
now  a  fair  opportunity  of  jud^n^  what  the  poet  can  do  when  deprived  of  sock 
adventitious  aid,— and  the  verdict  is,  that  he  must  henceforth  rank  amongst  the  fiiA 
of  Britbh  authors."— <7n»/Aiif. 

**The  whole  drama  flaines  and  rings  with  high  passions  and  great  deeds.  The 
imagination  is  splendid ;  the  style  large  and  imperial ;  the  insight  into  character 
keen  ;  the  blank  verse  varied,  sensitive,  flexible,  alive.  Mr.  Swinlnime  has  once  mofe 
proved  his  right  to  occupy  a  seat  amon^  the  lofty  singers  of  our  land." — Daily  Nrss, 

"  A  really  grand,  statuesque  dramatic  work.  .  .  .  The  reader  will  here  find 
Mr.  Swinburne  at  nis  very  best,  if  manliness,  dignity,  and  fulness  of  style  are  superior 
to  mere  pleasant  singing  and  alliterative  lyrics,  —Standard. 

**  Splendid  pictures,  subtle  analyses  of  passion,  and  wonderful  studies  of  character 
will  repay  him  who  attains  the  end.  .  .  .  In  this  huge  volume  are  many  fine  and 
some  unsurpassable  things.  Subtlest  traits  of  character  abound,  and  descriptire  pas- 
sages of  singular  delicacy." — Athetutum.^ 

**  There  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  dramadc  force  of  the  poem.  It  is  severely  simple 
in  its  diction,  and  never  dull ;  there  are  innumerable  fine  t(Hidies  on  almost  every 
page. " — Scotsman. 

**  *  Bothwell '  shows  us  Mr.  Swinburne  at  a  point  immeasurably  superior  to  any  that 
he  has  yet  achieved.  It  will  confirm  and  increase  the  reputation  whidi  his  daring 
genius  has  already  won.  He  has  handled  a  difficult  subject  with  a  mastery  of  ait 
whidi  is  a  true  intellectual  triumph."— //<?»r. 


Chastelard  :  A  Tragedy.    Foolscap  8vo,  7^. 
Poems  and  Ballads.    Foolscap  8vo,  95. 
Notes  on  "  Poems  and  Ballads,"  and 

on  the  Reviews  of  them.     Demy  8vo,  is. 

Songs  before  Sunrise.    PostSvo,  10^.  6d. 
Atalanta  in  Calydon.    Fcap.  8vo,.6^. 
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Mr.  Swinburne's  V^okks— continued. 

The  Queen  Mother  and  Rosamond. 

Foolscap  8vo,  51.         

A  Song  of  Italy.     Foolscap  8vo,  3^.  6d. 
Ode    on    the     Proclamation    of   the 

French  Republic.    Demy  8vo,  is. 

U nder  the  Microscope.   Post  8vo,  2s.  6d, 
William  Blake  :   A  Critical  Essay.     With 

facsimile  Paintings,  Coloured  by  Hand,  after  the  Drawings  by  Blake 
and  his  Wife.    Demy  8vo,*  i6j. 


THB    THACKERAY    SKETCH-BOOK. 


THACKERAYANA. 

Notes  and  Amcdotes^ 
Illustrated  by  about  Six  Hundred 
Sketches  by  William  Makepeace 
Thackeray,  depicting  Humorous  In- 
cidents in  his  School-life,  and  Favourite 
Scenes  and  Characters  in  the  books  of  his 
every-day  reading,  now  for  the  First 
Time  Published,  from  the  Original 
Drawings  made  on  the  margins  of  his 
books,  &c.  Large  post  8vo,  cloth  extra 
gilt,  gilt  top,  price  12/.  6^.  thackeray,  drawn  by  himsblp. 

**  It  is  Thackeray's  aim  to  represent  life  as  it  is  actually  and  historically— men  and 
women  as  djey  arc,  in  those  situations  in  which  they  are  usually  placed,  with  that 
mixture  of  good  and  evil,  of  strength  and  foible,  which  is  to  be  found  in  their 
characters,  and  liable  only  to  those  incidents  which  are  of  ordinary  occurrence.  He 
will  have  no  faultless  characters,  no  dcmi-gods,— nothbg  but  men  and  brethren."— 
David  Masson. 
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THE  SUBSCRIPTION   ROOM  AT  BROOKBS'S. 

TImbs'  Clubs  and  Club  J-ife  in  Lon- 
don. With  Anecdotes  of  its  Famous  Coffee  Houses,  Hostel- 
RiES,  and  Taverns.  By  John  Timbs,  F.S.A.  New  Edition, 
with  NUMEROUS  Illustrations,  drawn  expressly.  Crown  Syo, 
cloth  extra,  600  pages,  7^.  6</. 

*«*  A  Companion  to  **  The  History  oj  Sign-Beards.**  It  alounds  in  ouaint 
stories  of  the  Blue  Stocking,  Kit-Kat,  Beef  Steak.  Robin  Hood,  Mohocks,  Scribleros, 
One  o'clock,  the  Civil,  and  hundreds  0/ other  dubs;  together  with  Tom's,  Dick's, 
Button's,  Ned's,  Will's,  and  the  famous  Coffee  Houses  of  the  last  century, 

>nerail 
;  scholar  and 


*•  The  book  supplies  a  much-felt  want  The  club  is  the  avenue  to  general  society 
it  the  present  dav,  and  Mr.  Timbs  gives  the  entree  to  the  club.  The  scholar  and 
antiquary  will  also  find  the  work  a  repertory  of  infonratio.i  on  many  disputed 


at  the  present  dav,  and  Mr.  Timbs  gives  the  entree  to  the  club. 

antiquary  will  also  find  the  work  a  repertory  of  infonratio.i  < ,    —  ^ 

points  ot  literary  interest,  and  especially  respecting  various  well-known  anecdotes, 
the  value  of  which  only  increases  with  the  lapse  of  time." — Morning  Pest. 


Timbs'  English  Eccentrics  and  Ec- 
centricities. Stories  of  Wealth  and  Fashion,  Delusions,  Impos- 
tures and  Fanatic  Missions,  Strange  Sights  and  Sporting  Scenes, 
Eccentric  Artists,  Theatrical  Folks,  Men  of  Letters,  &c.  By  John 
Timbs,  F.S.A.  An  entirely  New  Edition,  with  about  50  Illustra- 
tions.    Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  600  pages,  yj.  bd, 
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"aylor's    History  of 

Playing  Cards.  With  Sixty  curious 
Illustrations.  550  pp. ,  crown  8voy  doth, 
extra  gilt,  price  *js,  id, 

*«*  Aneitni  and  Modem  Garnet ,  Conjuring^ 
*4»rtune'TelUn^,and  Card  Shaifinr,  Gamblitig 
md      Caladatum,    Cartomancy,    Old    Gaming- 


.f£^4nt*ssj  Card  Revels  and  Blind  Hookey,  PUouet 
"  Vingt-et-un,   Wkiet  and  Cribbage,    Truks, 


Vagabond  iana;  or,  Anec- 

dotes  of  Mendicant  Wanderers  through 
the  Streets  of  London ;  with  Portraits  of 
the  most  remarkable,  drawn  from  the 
Life  by  John  Thomas  -Smith,  late 
Keeper  of  the  Prints  in  the   British  Museum, 


With  Introduc- 
tion by  Francis  Doucb,  and  desaiptive  text.  Reprinted  from  the 
original,  with  the  Woodcuts,  and  the  32  Plates,  from  the  original 
Coppers,  in  crown  4to,  half  Roxburghe,  price  12s,  6d, 


"  LSS  MIS£bABLZS8."    Oomplete  in  Thrde  Parts. 

Victor  Hugo's  Fantine.      Now  first  pub 


lished  in  an  English  Translation,  complete  and  unabridged,  with  the 
exception  of  a  few  advisable  omissions.    Post  8to,  illust.  boards,  2/. 

"This  work  has  something  more  than  the  beauties  of  an  exquisite  Jltyle  or  the 
word-compelling  power  of  a  Hterary  Zeus  to  recommend  it  to  the  tender  care  of  a 
distant  posterity :  in  dealing  with  all  the  emotions,  passions,  doubts,  fears,  which  go 
to  make  up  our  common  humanity,  M.  Victor  Hugo  has  stam|>ed  upon  every  page 
the  Hall-mark  of  genius  and  the  loving  natience  and  conscientious  labour  of  a  true 
artist  But  the  merits  of '  Les  Mis^rables '  do  not  merely  consist  in  the  conception 
of  it  as  a  whole :  it  abounds,  page  after  page,  with  details  of  unequalled  beauty."^ 
Quarterly  Review. 


Victor  Hugo's  Cosette  and   Marius. 

Translated  into  English,  complete,  uniform  with  "  Fantine."    Post 
8vo,  illustrated  boards,  2s, 


Victor  Hugo's  Saint  Denis  and  Jean 

Valjean.    Trandated  into  English,  complete,  uniform  with  the 
above.    Post  8to,  illustrated  boards,  2s,  6d, 
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Vyner's    Notitia  Venatica:    A  Treatise 

OB  Fox-Hunting,  the  General  Management  of  Hounds,  and  the 
Diseases  of  Dogs ;  Distemper  and  lUbies ;  Kennel  Lameness,  &c« 
Sixth  Edition,  ^ilaiged.  By  Robert  C.  Vynkr.  With  spixitsd 
Illustrations  in  Colours,  by  Alken,  of  BCsmorablx  Fox- 
hunting Scenes.    Royal  8to,  cloth  extra,  zu. 

*«*  An  entirtly  ngm  edition  ^  tht  httt  work  9H  Fex^HunHmg, 

Walt   Whitman's    Leaves    of   Grass. 

The  Complete  Work,  precisely  as  issued  l^the  Author  in  Wadiiiig- 
ton.    A  tnick  volume,  8to,  green  cloth,  price  9^. 

"Whitman  is  a  poet  who  heart  and  needs  to  be  read  as  a  whole,  and  then  tike 
Tohime  and  torrent  of  his  power  cany  the  disfigurements  along  with  it  and  away. 
He  is  realty  a  fine  feUow."— C44iw^^«  Jomml. 

Walton  and  Cotton,  Illustrated.— The 

Complete  Angler ;  or,  the  Contemplatiye  Man's  Recreation  ; 
being  a  Discourse  of  Rivers,  Fish-ponds,  Fish  and  Fishing,  written 
by  IzAAK  Walton  ;  and  Instructions  how  to  Angle  for  a  Trout  or 
Grayling  in  a  clear  Stream,  by  Charles  Cotton.  With  Original 
Memoirs  and  Notes  by  Sir  Harris  Nicolas,  K.C.M.G.  With 
the  whole  61  Plate  Illustrations,  precisely  as  in  the  royal  8yo  two- 
volume  Edition  issued  by  Pickering.  A  New  Edition,  complete  in 
One  Volume,  large  crown  8vo,  with  the  Illustrations  from  the 
original  plates,  printed  on  full  pages,  separately  from  the  text,  price 
71.  (i<L 


Warrant  to  Execute  Charles   I.     An 

exact  Facsimile  of  this  important  Document,  with  the  Fifty-nine 
Signatures  of  the  Regicides,  and  corresponding  Seals,  admirably 
executed  on  paper  nude  to  imitate  the  original  document,  22  in.  by 
lA  in.  Price  2j.  ;  or,  handsomely  framed  and  glazed  in  carved  oak 
of  antique  pattern,  141.  dd, 
^ 4 

Warrant  to  Execute   Mary  Queen  of 

Scots.  The  Exact  Facsimile  of  this  important  Document,  includ- 
ing the  Signature  of  Queen  Elizabeth  and  Facsimile  of  the  Great 
S&,  on  tinted  paper,  made  to  imitate  the  Original  MS.  Price 
2s, ;  or,  handsomely  framed  and  glazed  in  carv^  oak  of  antique 
pattern,  \^,  6d, 
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Waterford    Roll    (The).— Illuminated 

Oharter-Roll  of  Waterford,  Temp.  Richard  II. 


iht  Corporation  Muniments  0/  the  City  0/  Waterford  it  preserved 
ninated  Roil,  o/^reat  interest  and  beaniy,  comprising  all  the  early 


•^  Amongst  the  Cox 
OH  ancient  luuminatet  .  -  -  '-<•*- 

Charters  and  Grants  to  the  City  of  Waterford,  from  the  time  of  Henry  It.  to 
Richard  It,  AJnll^ength  Portrait^  each  King,  whose  Charteris  given — including 
£dward  III.,  when  youngf  and  again  at  an  advanced  age— adorns  the  mnrgin. 
Theu  Portraits,  with  the  exception  of  four  which  are  smaller,  and  on  one  sheet  tf 
vellum^  xtary  from  ei^ht  to  nine  inches  in  length — some  in  armour,  and  some  m 
robes  of  state.  In  addition  to  these  are  Portraits  of  an  A  rchbishop  in  full  canonicals, 
of  a  Chancellor,  and  of  many  of  the  chief  Burgesses  of  the  City  of  Watetford,  as 
well  as  singularly  curious  Portraits  of  the  Mayors  of  Dublin,  Waterford,  Limerick, 
cmd  Cork,  figured  for  the  most  part  m  the  quaint  bipartite  costume  of  the  Second 
Richard's  reign,  though  ^artahinf  of  many  of  the  ^culiarities  of  that  if 
£dward  III.  Altogether  this  ancient  worh  if  art  is  unique  of  its  hind  in  Ireland, 
and  deserves  to  be  rescued  from  oblivion,  by  the  Publication  of  the  unedited  Charters, 
and  of  facsimiles  of  all  the  Illuminations.  The  production  of  such  a  worh  would 
throw  much  light  on  the  question  of  the  art  and  social  habits  of  the  Anglo-Normem 
settlers  in  Ireland  at  the  close  of  the  fourteenth  century.  The  Charters  are,  many 
of  them,  highly  importasU  from  an  historic  point  of  view. 

The  Illuminations  have  been  accurately  traced  and  coloured  for  the  worh  from  a 
copy  carefully  made,  by  permission  of  the  Mayor  and  Corporation  of  Waterford,  by 
the  late  George  V.  Du  No^er,  Esa.,  M.R.I.  A.  ;  and  those  Charters  which  have  not 
already  appeared  in  /nnt  will  be  edited  fy  the  Rev.  James  Graves,  A.B., 
M.R.I. A.,  Hon,  Sec.  Kilkenny  and  South-East  of  Ireland  Archteological  Society. 
The  worh  will  be  brought  out  in  the  best  manner,  with  embosud  cover  and 
characteristic  title-pap  :  and  it  will  be  put  to  press  as  soon  as  aso  subscribers  ate 
obtaifted.  The  price,  m  imperial  ^to,  is  90s.  to  subscribers,  or  30s.  to  non-subscribers. 


Wonderful    Characters  :    Memoirs  and 

Anecdotes  of  Remarkable  and  Eccentric  Persons  of  Every  Age  and 
Nation.  From  the  text  of  Henry  Wilson  and  James  Caulfibld. 
Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  with  Sixty-one  full-page  Engravings  of 
Extraordinary  Persons,  71.  6d, 

•^*  There  are  so  man/  curious  matters  discussed  in  this  volume,  that  any  Per* 
son  who  takes  it  up  wilt  not  readily  la/  it  down  until  he  has  read  it  through. 
The  Introduction  is  almost  entirely  devoted  to  a  consideration  ^  Ptg-Faced 
Ladies,  and  the  various  stories  concerning  them. 

Wright's   (Andrew)   Oourt-Hand   Re- 
stored ;  or,  Student's  Assistant  in  Reading  Old  Deeds,  Charters, 
Records,  &c.     Half  Morocco,  a  New  Edition,  I  ox.  6(/. 
•^*  The  best  guide  to  the  reading  of  old  Records,  6v. 

Wright's    History  of  Caricature  and 

the  Grotesque  in  Art,  in  Literature,  Sculpture,  and  Painting,  from 
the  Earliest  Times  to  the  Present  Day.  By  Thomas  Wright,  Esq., 
M.  A. ,  F.  S.  A.  Profusely  illustrated  by  Fairholt.  Small  410,  cloth 
extra  gilt,  red  edges,  2U. 
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Wright's   Caricature    History  of  the 

Georges  (House  of  Hanover).  With  400  Pictures,  Caricatures, 
Squibs,  Broadsides,  Window  Pictures,  &c  By  Thomas  Wbjght, 
Esq.,  M.A.,  F.S.A.     Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  7/.  6^/. 


'*  A  set  of  caricatures  such  as  we  have  in  Mr.  Wright's  volume  brii^s  the  sur&ce 
of  the  age  before  us  with  a  vividness  that  no  prose  writer,  even  of  the  higher  power, 
could  emulate.  Macaulay's  most  brilliant  sentence  is  weak  by  the  side  of  the  Uttle 
woodcut  from  Gillray,  which  ^ves  us  Burke  and  ^qx.**— Saturday  RevUw, 
"  A  more  amusuur  work  of  its  kind  was  never  issued."— -<4r/  youmal, 
"  It  is  emphaticafly  one  of  the  liveliest  of  books,  as  also  one  of  the  most  interest- 
ing. It  has  the  twofold  merit  of  being  at  once  amusing  and  edifying." — Morning 
Pott. 


Yankee  Drolleries.  Edited  by  G.  A.  Sala. 

Containing  Artemus  Ward^s  Book;  Biglow  Papers;  Orpheus 
C.  Kerr;  Jack  Downing;  and  Nasby  Papers.    700 pp.,  y,  6d, 


More   Yankee    Drolleries.     Containing 

Artemus  Ward's  Travels  ;  Hans  Bretthann  ;  Professor  at 
Breakfast  Table;  Biglow  Papers,  Part  II.;  and  Tosh  Bil- 
lings ;  with  Introduction  by  G.  A.  Sala.     700  pp.,  cloth,  3^.  6d. 


A  Third  Supply  of  Yankee  Drolleries. 

Containing  Artemus  Ward's  Fenians  ;  Autocrat  of  Break- 
fast Table  ;  Bret  Harte's  Stories  ;  Innocents  Abroad  ;  and 
New  Pilgrim's  Progress  ;  with  an  Introduction  by  G.  A.  Sala, 
700  pp.,  cloth,  3J.  6ti 
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